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florae  Secant cae  fturales- 

PART   V. 

&&r  etapftular  Junctions  of  Dtans  -Rural. 

SECTION  I 

The  Institution  and  Economy  of  Rural  <£f>aptrre. 

KO  the  divifion  of  atcanal  duties  next  to  be 
'  adduced,  the  title  of  capitular  is  applied: 
'  under  which,  it  is  meant  to  designate  and 
1  defcribe  thofe  functions,  which  anciently 
devolved  on  beans  rural,  as  prefidents  of  totmtrg  chapters. 
For,  not  alone  beholden  for  diftinction  to  their  fynodical 
duties  in  the  diocefan  conventions  of  the  bifhop  and 
clergy,  already  fully  difcuffed  in  Part  rv.  Sect,  m.,  ratal 
attfipritats  were  alfo  jpecially  dignified  in  their  refpective 
tuanries,  by  the  right  of  convocating  Total  sgnotts  or 
cjjaptm,  and  prefiding  over  them  as  prolocutors. 

"Srtj&fpTtjbBttrf  (ttrcanf  rarales)  diligentir  convocari  fa-  cc.m.b.<ih. 
riant  tapfnila  ruraffa  perfe,  ant  perjuo*  nuncios,  in  praci-  cm,  mi,  ix." 
puis  loris  tttcanatuum,  de  tribus  feptimanis  in  tres  tenenda, 
el  aliquandd  extraordinarii  ad  voluntatcm  nqftram,Ji  nobis 
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vifutn  fuerit  aliquid  in  iftit  conventibus  cum  clero  cotnmu- 

tiicare In  fdfce  tapfttilfs  ipft  prafint,  et  moderen- 

tur  tractatus  cleri  de  communibus  ntgotiis  betanatttttm." — 

Such  was  the  decree  of  Simon  de  Rochfort,  bifliop  of 

Meath  in  Ireland  (A.D.  mccxvi).    And,  at  a  later  date, 

continental  fynods  empowered  titans  rural  to  hold  the 

like  tUtital  assemblies  for  the  more  eafy  execution  of 

siauua  synod,   the  important  duties  of  their  office — "  Ut  betanf,  qua 

sianoa  s^cd.   ipfts  ratione  OKanatds  incumbunt  qfficiafacilals  exequantur, 

v« EfP^W    ^eat  'Pfa  pa-floret  fui  diftrictut,  cdm  expedirejudtcarint, 

T^i'iai'"      convocare,  de  Jiatu  et  rebut  eccleftarum  cum  Ulit,  vet  fin- 

gulis,  eel  omnibus  ftmul  agere,  de  paftorali  officio,  obfer- 

vationeftatutorum  conftlia  inire,  controverftat.ft  qua  ortee 

Jint,  componere,  aliaque   agere  quee  pro  officio  faeienda 

ipfit  incumbent,  &c." 

a^l/Tm       '^ne  *yn°d  °f  Cambray  (A.D.  mdlxvu.)  declares  the 

ms.  '  object  .of  betanal  rfjapters  to  be,  "  Ut  paftoribut  facra 

decreta  fapius  explicentur,  ut  difciplina  ft  qud  parte  neg- 

lecta  eft,  reftituatw,  utque  de  ftatu  ac  rebus  ecclefiarum 

certioret ftant  epifcopi;".  and  fubjoins  a  ftrpng  injunction 

for  the  observance  of  the  ftricteft  fobriety  and  decency 

of  behaviour — any  departure  from  which  was  punishable 

with  a  fine  of  fix  florins,  and  falling  on  bread-and-watcr 

diet  for  eight  days. 

paraMoi  j*ti-      Thefe  tfjapttts,  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  on 

p.  3J7''  °  'L   the  continent  wherever  they  obtained,  confifted  of  the 

parochial  incumbents  of  each  beanrp,  or  their  curates 

as  proxies,  and  the  rami  bean  as  prefident ;  the  latter 

having  the  power,  in  cafe  of  being  unable  to  attend, 

from  ficknefs  or  other  impediment,  of  delegating  to  his 

bfee -beta  mis,  or  sub-bean,  the  temporary  headlhip  of  the 

rural  conbtnlfon — a  vicarious  commiffion,  to  which  the 
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diocefan  was  fuppofed  to  affent.  For,  ftrictly  fpeaking, 
neither  on  this,  nor  on  any  other  call  of  duty,  could  the 
itan  (either  here  or  abroad)  appoint  a  vicar  or  reprefen- 
tative,  without  the  expreffed  or  implied  fanction  of  the 
bifiiop.  So  fpake  the  fourth  canon  of  the  council  of 
Cognac  (A.D.  mccxxxviii,),  apparently  of  general  appli- 
cation, and  confirmed  by  a  fecond  council  of  the  fame 
place  (A,D.  mcclxii.) — "  Vicarioa  prohibemus  per  a«J(-  ss.cc.Todt 
ptwbpttratttB,  bttanattis,  et  archidiaconatug,  conjlitui  ab  &t°™™. 
urckidiaconts,  bttanis,  et  arcfifprestigurfs :  rufi  ex  jujid 
caufd  abfentes  fuerint.  Quo  cafu  poterunt,  cum  confenfu 
epifcopi  vicarios  ordtnare." 

In  the  ancient  canon  law,  nothing  is  faid  about  ratal 
tftapttrs ;  nor,  indeed,  out  of  England  do  they  appear  to 
have  been  fo  much  known  as  amongft  ourfelves.  It  is 
true,  that  continental  councils  and  capitularies  afford 
frequent  early  notices  of  monthly  and  other  local  meetings 
of  the  clergy ;  but  more  rare  of  rural  e&aptm,  or  btcanal 
srmobs,  properly  fo  called.  Such,  however,  do  occur  in 
the  Gallican  church;  though  they  have  been,  feemingly, 
overlooked  by  writers  on  the  fubject  of  thefe  primitive 
toneeittfons.  We  fhall  prefently  quote  examples  of  the 
ninth  century  in  the  archdiocefe  of  Rheims,  and  others 
of  later  date.  In  our  own  iflands,  faint  traces  appear  of 
them  as  ancient  as  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confeflbr ; 
— in  the  third  canon  of  whofe  Laics  JEccle/iq/lical  (A.D. 
mlii.)1,  peace  and  protection  are  granted  to  perfons 
frequenting  them: — " Ad  dedications,  ad fynodos,  cc.u.b.hh 

( ')  The  clergy  and  their  fervants,  coming,  tarrying,  and  returning  Grej'i  Bcckf. 
from  convocation,  have  the  fame  privilege  from  arrefts,  as  members  of  ^""'  P-MSi 
parliament.    8  Hen.  VI.  c.  1. 
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ad  tapitula  venientibus,  Jive  fummoniti  jint,  foot  per  Je 

quid  agendum  habuerint,  Jit  Jumma  pax" —  In    which 

Eccty.  Lata,,    place,  Johnfon  and  other  able  gloffators  are  of  opinion, 

A.D.uLxiv.     that  by  eljaniers  may  be  juftly  underftood  the  clergy  of 

the  gflb1  or  beanrg  alfembled  under  the  blazon's  priest, 

or  rural   6(an,  as  their  prefident; — the  fame  who  is 

called,  in  the  tenth  canon,  the  in'sfiop's  mfafstet,  attendant 

with  his  tapitulnm  (for  fo  I  would  interpret  "  cum  clericis 

wukiniiirfga  Juts,")  at  the  holding  of  an  ordeal: — "  Die  illo  quojudi- 

B^uj.ttchu.  cium  fieri  debet,  veniat  iliue  minister  epfscopf  cum  clericis 

9     '  fuis  &c." — And,  laftly,  in  the  thirty-firft  canon,  called, 

"Srianus  ipfstopf:"  where,  as  the  final  claufe  is  quoted 

spehninniG/qf.  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  it  is  ordered  that  the  ofsjiop's 

srAncJntao-'  btan  fliall  receive,  as  a  fine  for  a  breach  of  the  king's 

E*gimd,r.so.  peace  (becaufe  there  could  be  no  fuch  civil  breach,  but 

it  muft  alfo  break  the  peace  and  unity  of  the  church), 

the  fum  of  ten  {hillings.     It  is  fuggefted  as  by  no  means 

improbable,  that  this  episcopal  fceputg  or  bishop's  offfcer, 

thus  variouily  denominated,  may  have  been  connected 

with  the  above-mentioned  tftaptra,  constituting  in  each 

trtanrn  a  fort  of  ambulatory  curia  ©fm'stianftatis '. 

cc.M.B.etH.  (')  The  Anglo-Saxon  gilt)  of  priefts,  it  feems  probable,  grew  by  de- 
VoL  i.  pp.  SIS,    ^rees  jnto  ^  nlMj  ^gn, g  ,jf  jftg,.  a,,^      xbe  focial  confederations  of 

the  clergy,  alluded  to  in  the  Lege*  Pretbyterorum  Nortkumbrenfium 

(A.D.  dccccl.) — i.  ii.  and  in  the  Canons*  edUiJiib  Edga.ro  rege  (A.D. 

dcccclx.) — IX.  rudely  repTefent,  under  the  type  of  fraternities,  the  Of  canal 

aMotf  attotlt  of  more  polifhed  days. 
Sclden  nf  ( '  j  During  the  Saxon  times  of  England,  the  reader  is  aware,  the  eccle- 

T*m*'e  *""  fi»fiic*l  and  civil  courts  were  united,  the  bifliop  and  e&lderman  being 
Tumor"!  Hift.  co-anefibrs  in  the  *f[rf -gemot  After  the  Conqueror's  edict  of  fepara- 
SMmf^a  tion>  Mckfi*11"*1  jurifdiction  was  awhile  exercifed,  cluefly  and  for  the 
c.v.  p.132.  mod  part  for  clergymen's  caufes,  in  fynods  or  chapters:;  the  btlhop  pre- 
SBwaei't  A»tiq.  ftffag  OYer  (hg  fornier,  and  his  deputy,  the  archdeacon,  or  rural  o**K, 

&"'•►«'  D,.,ze«wGodgfe 
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Having  briefly  explained,  in  his  glofs  upon  tapftulfa 
rnralfbus,  the  difference  between  the  terms  rapftulum,  L-,m" •*■'* 
convent-us,  and  collegium,  in  their  proper  canonical  accep- 
tation, Lyndwood  enlarges  on  the  occasional  meaning  of 
eapitulttm,  propounding,  in  the  courfe  of  his  difquifltion, 
the  nature  and  character  of  rural  chapters,  and  their 
three-weekly  and  quarterly  meetings.  "  Quanddque  tafi- 
tulum  ponitur,"  fays  he,  "  pro  collectione  plu/rium,  et  ndn 
communitir  viventium,  fed  ob  tractatus  communes  intsr  Je 
habendos  ad  aliquem  locum  confluentium: .  .  .  .Jecundum 
quern  modum  collectio  rectorum,  vicariorum,  et  aliorum 
virorum  eczhjiaftxeorum  ob  kujufmodi  tractatus  communes 
inter  Je  habendos  etiam  dicitur  capttulum. — Et  quid,  ut 
communitir  hufufmodi  rapitttla  celebrantur  in  locis  minus 
infignibus,  viz.  in  rare  conjlitutis}  hlnc  eji  quod  tapftula 
rttralfa  dicuntur. — Et  horum  tapitulorum  qucedam  tenentur 
de  tribus  kebdomadts  in  tres ;  queedam  JetnS  in  quarto1 
anni;  et  hac  dicuntur1  tapftula  ptfnrfpalfa,  propter  mqjorem 

over  the  latter.  "  Afterward,  upon  the  revival  of  the  civil,  and  promul- 
gation of  the  canon  law,  fufliciently  replete  nidi  light  and  directions  for 
deciding  of  doubts,  and  determination  of  canfea,  without  need  either  of 
fynods  or  rbapttrss,  they  began  by  little  and  little  to  decline,  or  at  kail 
not  to  be  of  fuch  ordinary  nfe  for  the  hearing  and  ending  of  caufes, 
(fuch  efpedally  as  were  only  civil,  and  not  criminal)  as  before;  and 
then,  as  a  more  eafy  and  fpeedy  way  of  difpatch,  the  conliftorial  form  of 
judicature,  which  we  now  retain,  exercifed  by  officials,  chancellors,  eom- 
muTarics,  and  the  like  ecclefiaftical  judges,  came  into  requeft  ;  of  whom, 
in  this  nation,  until  about  Pope  Alexander  the  Third's  days,  no  mention 
■t  all,  in  any  record  with  us  extant  at  this  day  is  (I  take  it)  to  be 
found;" — an  opinion  fupportedbyBifhop  Stillingfleet,  in  his  Eccle/taflical 
Cafr.t,  VoL  (.  p.  147. 

(')  "  (Sapitula  ruralia  dicuntur  comenltu  eurioTium  ruralium,  qui  ab  Dncuig.ji 
evtfcopii,  archidutcanu,  out  Decants  ruralibuss  fubinde.  coguiitur,  in  qui-      *""* 
but  de  nbtu  tccle/iaJUc'u  Juarum  parockiarum  prrtractare  jblent." 
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confluentiam  cleri,  et  quih  in  his  de  negotiis  arduoribtu 
tractari  confuevit;  de  qidbus,  quid,  magis  nituntur  confue- 
tudini  patria  quamjuri  communi,  hlc  de  eis  ulterius  Jcri- 
yifiiaiimOutrgi,  here  omitto."  For  which  very  reafon,  as  Atterbury  has 
TatMtjiffib.  well  obferved,  we  had  rather  the  learned  canonift  had 
entered  more  into  detail,  and  handed  down  to  us  the 
capitular  ufages  of  his  own  and  earlier  times. 

However,  as  far  as  his  information  extends,  there  were 
two  claffes  of  thefe  chapters  in  England ; — the  one  holden 
eoery  three  weeks,  for  ordinary  bufinefe;  the  other  quar- 
terly, for  more  grave  and  important  concerns  of  rural 
church-polity.    The  former  are  fuppofed  to  have  origi- 
Hej-iyn-i  cv-    nated  in  an  imitation  of  the  fecutar  courts  of  manors, 
SC^mb.*""  which  were  ufually  convened  "  de  tribus  feptimanis  in 
^w^i^w.  tres  Jeptimanas."    To  the  latter,  no  exact  counter-type 
«p.x.p.as.     nag  j^jj  p^ted  0ll^  m  t^g  conventions  of  the  ftate; 
but  they,  probably,  were  derived  from  the  periodical 
hundred  courts  of  Michaelmas  and  Lady-day ; — with  this 
difference,  that  the  fecular  curia  were  held  only  twice 
a  year  (thrice  on  the  continent),  the  fpiritual  four  times. 
See  Spelman's  Glojfary,  in  v.  ce,ntenarius,~\t,  132. 

After  a  time,  the  ordinary  Dttanal  sgnotw,  in  fome 

difixicts,  came  to  be  fummoned  on  the  firji  day  of  each 

fucceeding  month,  inftead  of  every  three  weeks,  (refem- 

bling  therein,  too,  the  inferior  lay  courts);  and  were 

Drain  Gi<&.  thence  called  talenlts  or  monthly  meetings : — the  origin 

Dr*B™dj-i«^.  of  which  may  be  traced,  perhaps,  to  the  Gallican  church 

^fsf^£(C).  of  the  ninth  century;  when  the  beans  and  presbyters 

of  the  diocefe  of  Rheims,  under  Archbifhop  Hincmar, 

were  ordered,  in  the  fupplementary  injunctions  of  his 

capitula  on  penance,  to  meet  on  the  firft  day  of  every 

month,   to  difcufs  and  fettle  penitential   fervices,   and 
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reconcile  offences :  — "  Et  femper  de  kalendis  in  kalendas  Hinemutop«ra, 
menjium,  qitandd  presbyteri  de  tlttanffe  Jimul  conveniunt,  p.<T3o.'c*p"  ' 
conlationem  de  fuis  pcenitentibus  habeant,  qualitdr  unuf- 
qiafquefuampfBnitentiam  facial,  et  nobis  per  comminijirum 
nofirwn  rcnuntietur,  &c." 

Indeed,  from  an  earlier  notice  of  them  in  the  works 
of  the  lame  metropolitan,  it  would  appear  that  thefe 
monthly  congregations  of  the  Rhemifh  clergy  had  been 
long  enough  eftabliflied,  at  that  period,  to  degenerate 
from  their  priftine  character  of  deliberative  ronfttntfonj 
for  the  good  of  the  church,  into  convivial  banquetings 
for  the  fenfual  gratification  of  the  clergy ;  —  abufes, 
which  Hincmar  endeavoured  to  remedy,  by  ordering — 
"Ut .  . .  .  pojt  peractum  divinum  myjlerium  et  neceffariam  £>/*■,  P.  7  u. 
collationem,  non  quaji  ad  prandium  tblfedeant  ad  iabulam, 
el  per  tales  inconvenientes  pajlellosfo  invicem  gravent,  &c 
Ided  peractis  omnibus,  qui  voluerint,  panem  cum  caritate 
et  gratiarum  actione,  in  domo  confratris  fui  Jimul  cum  fro- 
tribus  fuis  Jrangant,  et  Jingulos  biberes  accipiant,  maximi 
autem  ultra  tertiam  vicem  poculum  ibl  non  contingant,  et 
ad  eeclefias  fuas  redeant." 

This  is  one  of  the  firft  notices  I  have  met  with  of 
ratal  tfiapttrs  abroad ;  where  the  clergy  of  thofe  early 
days,  though  they  appear  to  have  congregated  monthly 
for  tranfacting  ecclefiaftical  affairs,  and  the  performance 
of  infpectional  and  correctional  duties  among  them- 
felves,  did  fo  without  always  affuming  the  impofing  type 
of  a  bfcanal  sgnott,  or  placing  an  artjiimsbgter  in  the 
chair,  assemblies  of  the  latter  character  were  rare 
(though  far  from  fuch  a  degree  of  infrequency,  as  to 
authorife  Lyndwood  and  others  in  ftating  them  to  be 
almoft   peculiar  to   Great  Britain); — while  menftrual 
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nuttings,  without  the  prefidency  of  a  rural  bean,  alfo 
denominated  fcalentis,  were  of  frequent  celebration,  and 
much  efteemed. 

Such  conbcntfons  are  mentioned  with  approbation  by 
Atto,  bifhop  of  Vercelli  (A.D.  dcccl.),  and  recommended 
tUkttxm.  *°  tne  °bfervance  of  his  diocefe : — *'  Experimento  didi- 
taSr ast  Cimu*>  non  n»WHl#  bonam  collationem,  quftm  etiam  lectionem 
prodejfe.  Undid,  prafentijiatuimus,  ut  perjingulas  ple- 
bes  Jingtdis  kakndit  omnes  presbyteri,  feu  clerki  ftmul 
conveniant,  ut  dejide  et  facramemtis  divinis,feu  de  mtd  et 
converfatione,  et  jingulis  officiis  ad  eos  pertinentibus  com- 
muniier  tractent.  Et  ji  forte  aliquis  inter  eos  negligent, 
out  reprehenfibilis  invenitur,  &  cateris  corrtgatur.  Quod 
Ji  corrigi  omnind  nonjiuduerit,  moxjuo  nuncUnt  epi/copo, 
ut  heec  acrius  emendare  quantocyus  Jiudeat;  ne  qnum 
eadem  dkecefia  ob  epi/copo  vijttatafuerit,  aut  quum  ipji  ad 
Jynodum  venerint,  aliquorum  infamtd  omnes  pariter  adno- 
tentur."  And  they  are  again  lauded  by  Riculph,  bifhop 
of  Soiffons; — in  whofe  twentieth  Constitution  (A.D. 
dccclxxxis.),  the  following  notice  of  them  occurs; — 
"-  "  Rationi  quoque  proximum  effe  fanximus,  ut  in  unoquoque 
menfe,Jiatutd  die,  id  eft,  m  kalendis  uniufcujufque  menjis 
perjingulas  trrtBllias  presbyterijimul  conveniant,  et  conve~ 
nientes  non  paflis  vel  potationibus,fed  defuo  mmijierio  et 
religiofd  converfatione,  atque  de  kit,  qua  in  eorum  paro- 
ckiis  accidunt,  Jhrmonem  kabeant,  et  qualiterpro  rege,  vel 
recloribus  ecdefia,  atque  pro  juis  familiar ibus,  thm  vivis 
quttm  et  defunctis,  orare  dcbcant,  Jimul  conjiderent." 

So  important  did  thefe  conbentfons  appear  to  Saint 
Udalric,  bifhop  of  Augsburg,  that,  it  is  related  by  his 
biographer  Gerard,  that  this  canonized  prelate  was  wont 
to   interrogate   the   parochial  clergy   at   the  diocefan 
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fynod,  whether,  amongft  other  things,  they  were  in  the 

habit  of  regular  attendance  at  the  local  fcalenfca,  and  the 

performance  of  their  official  duties  as  preachers  at  them: 

— "  St  per  ftaUnttas  more  antecejforum  fuorutn  ad  loca  TbomiSn.  v.  * 

Jiatutaconoenirent,ib\quefolitas  orationes  explerent,  Juqfi-  p.'ilk'ih.  ' 

que  ecclefias  ad  tempus  revifereni  &c.  ?"  ""  L**v'  v 

But  with  regard  to  the  ratal  cfiaptens,  convened  monthly 
(for  fuch  was  the  more  uftial  cuftom)  by  the  bftan  arcfo- 
prtsbgtet — they  invariably  took  precedence  of  all  other 
bufinefs,  and  were  held  on  the  firft  day  of  each  fuc- 
ceffive  month; — unlets  a  feftival  occurred,  to  prevent 
their  celebration ; — "  De  menfe  in  menjem  capitula  cele-  cc.  m.  b.  n  n. 
brentur,  niji  fefia  vel  alia  impedimenta,  qua;  odcurrunt,    0-",p' 
hoc  minimi  patiantur."    And,  in  cafe  of  fuch  an  obftacle, 
they  were  held  on  the  day  following : — "  Si  autem  calen-  Attn*  09*. 
darum  dies  feftvout  fuerit"  fays  the  capitulary  of  Vercelli c'  ****•&*** 
above  cited,  "fubfequenti  die  hoc  adimplere  non  different:" 
— a  rule  which  applied  to  the  pastoral  assemblies  of  Atto, 
and  the  becanal  chapters  of  after-days  alike. 

But  not  only  on  the  ordinary  occafions  alluded  to,  at 
Jlated  intervals  of  a  month,  was  the  prefident  wont  to 
meet  his  dtftrict  clergy  in  t&apttr,  but  at  jpetial  times  s$\  cc.  Tom. 
alfo; — whenever  the  bifhop   ordered   a  tonbentfon,  0r1"1'<oLM5*' 
affairs  of  fudden  emergency  appeared  to  the  p?an  to 
necelfltate  it : — "  Aliquandd  extraordinarii  ad  voluntatem  oc.jcb.ma 
nojiram"  fays  the  bifhop  of  Meath, "Ji nobis  vifum fuerit  JaJjSt 
in  ijiis  conbeiUftm*  cum  clero  communicare." 

Such  tapftula,  however,  whether  menftrual  or  fpecial, 
were  inferior,  in  the  fcale  of  importance,  to  thofe  fo- 
lemnly  affembled  once  a  quarter,  wherein  the  clergy 
attended  in  greater  numbers,  and  the  fubjects  of  deli- 
beration were  of  a  graver  character — the  graveft  indeed 
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that  could  fall  under  toetanal  cognifance.  All  were 
equally  fummoned  by  the  tocanal  authority ;  though  the 
presidency  of  the  titan,  in  the  quarterly,  was  frequently 
fuperfeded  latterward  by  the  attendance  of  the  arch- 
deacon. All  were  restricted  to  a  Angle  day's  fitting; 
and  the  prefidents  of  all  were  enjoined  to  difcbarge  ./*>/? 
from  their  attendance  thofe  parochial  minifters  who 
cc.jf.fl.rtff.  lived  at  the  greateft  diftance :  ". .  .  .  Etremotiores  primd 

Vol.  ii.  p.  148.  °  ' 

expedumt,  eqfque  protmus  abire  dimittant,  cum  de  paro- 
ckiarumjuarum  caufis  fuerint  expediti  :  nee  capftula  ufque 
in  craftinum  continuent,  ne/acerdotesjic  coacti,  extra  futon 
parochiam  non  abfque  periculo  animarum  oporteat  pernoc-, 
tare."  (Synod.  Exon.  A.D.  mcclxxxvii.  can.  xxxi.  De  cele- 
brattone  ruralfum  copituloruirt.) 

cwB«fc.H      At  tne*e  WfaS*'  M  I  °*ve  ^d',  every  parifh  mi- 

p-»7.'  nifter  was  bound  to  attend  by  an  oath,  taken  perfonally 

or  by  proxy  before  the  Bean,  within  one  year  after  be- 
coming poffeffed  of  his  living ;'  and,  unlefs  he  entered 
into  fuch  a  folemn  obligation,  he  was  not  allowed  to  fit 

uz.'nMMd.  m  tJ,aP'K- — "  P&fei  vel  procieratorem  legitimum,  preejlet 
juramcnlum  buano,"  fays  the  fecond  council  of  Treves, 

"  quo  prajlito,  in  Jratrem  recipiatur; et  tenebitur 

in  lapitulis  generalibus  et  annalibu-%  et  Jimititir  quandd, 
nccej/itate  occurrente,  tetanus  tapitulum  indicit,fub  pamis 
confuetu  apparere." 

oftbouvch,       "The  oath,"  according  to  Lyndwood  and  Field,  "was 

Kannatt'i  (')  The  obligation  to  attendance  extending  to  all  the  parochial  clergy, 

V»L  l  Javl  an<*  P°°r  ™ars  t»eing  unable  to  afford  a  horfe  for  their  conveyance  to 
the  rfoaptft,  the  appropristors  were  form- times  compelled  to  l'upply  one 
for  their  nfe : — "  Canomci  et  eidem  vtcario  equum  ineement  quotient  pro 
negotiu  eorum  et  tccUfite  fuerti  proftcturut  tarn  ad  tap  (tola,  qultm  ad 
alia,  &c."  (.Krgiftt.  ©*'»■  $**■  ■<*■!>.  mcclxuiv.) 
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not  Ample,  but  with  tlris  limitation,  '/alms  juribus  tapi- 
tult/  that  is,  no  way  to  prejudice  the  rights  of  the 
cfeapttr."  It  enforced  due  reverence  and  obedience  to 
the  titan,  as  head  of  the  tapftulum,  attendance  at  peri- 
odical and  occajional  meetings,  and  a  participation  of  the 
expences  incurred  in  fupporting  the  church-difcipline  of 
the  btanig  : — "  Neque  quifquam  paftorum  ft  ah  his  umbo-  stai.  smd 
attonfbtts  abfentet,"  fays  the  fynod  of  Ypres,  " mfi  defui  tilw.  «p 
becani  confenfu:  teneanturque  abfentesJidU  prafentes  omnia 
onera  et  expenfas  hujufmodi  conbotatbrnfe  eequaOtir  fup- 
portare." — To  which  points  other  fynods  legiflate,  with 
like  pofitivenefe  ;  as  thofe  of  Cambray,  Autun,  Ferrara, 
Bois-le-duc,  &c. 

A  Jlatute  of  Cambray  enacts — "  Presbyteri  parochiales  sua.  s^nu  Sc- 
ad rapitula  generalia  trttanomm  fuorum,  et  ad  eorum  ton-  drdth-A-D. 
hotaiioitem  teniant  et  interjint,  et  pareant  ordinationibus  ylt.  senior. 
eorundem .-  "  and  non-attendance,  by  the  fame  church's  T°f„MJ£us3o, 
decree,  is  made  punifhable  by  a  fine  of  ten  millings,  aug-  13'12" 
mented  by  a  fynodal  Jiatute  of  Autun  to  forty  {hillings, 
— unlefs  fome  canonical  impediment  occurred  to  prevent 
attendance  ;  when  their  "  loca  tenentes"  were  to  be  pre- 
fent  in  their  ftead. — "Statuimus  qudd  curati  parockiales 
ad  atamttaa  fuorum  evocationem  venire  et   congregari 
teneantur  fub  peend  decern  folidorum"  fays  the  former 
.  church ;  "  quam  peenam  a-  non  vementibus  ceteris  de  tjtta- 
natu  curatis  venientibus  volumus  appUcari:  pracipientes 
orranis,  qudd  ipji  tales  ad  folvendam  dictam  pecuniam,  Ji 
necejfe  fuerit,  per  cenfuram    eccle/iqjiicam   inducant  et 


The  churches  of  Autun,  Bayeux,  and  Treves,  grant  to  ss.cc.  Tom., 
their  Taral  artjjjrftsts  a  mediety  of  the  fine  paid  for  non-  SdV*?13*8' 
attendance  at  aK&ipreabgteral  contentions ;  and  the  latter 
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ccRoumag.  church  farther  orders,  that,  where  pallors  are  non-refi- 
ll 2*1.  '"*  dent  on  their  cures,  their  capellanes  or  vice-curates,  on 
x?x.c«li4S3.  appearing  at  rural  rfjanttr*  in  their  ftead,  fhall  exhibit 
the  commiffions  under  which  they  act,  on  pain  of  ex- 
communication, and  denouncement  to  the  epifcopal  fee. 
Muniori  am  The  Conjlitutiona  impofed  by  the  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
^ri.Tom.vi.  blifhment  of  Ferrara  on  the  parochi  of  that  ftate  (A.D. 
*°  mcclxxviil),  enact  caUirtJarg  meetings  under  the  artft- 

prirsts  every  month ;  but  allow  of  a  pecuniary  composi- 
tion of  "fex  Veneti parti,"  in  lieu  of  perfonal  attendance; 
— which  fum  is  ordered  to  be  expended,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  arc&prfcsts,  for  the  ufe  of  the  poor '.  • 
But  to  return  to  our  Engltih  rural  rljapiers :-  Thefe 
oeanr"  sessions,  if  we  may  fo  call  them,  were  at  firft 
convened  in  whatever  village  of  the  diftrict  the  bean 
felected,  however  poor  and  ill-adapted  for  the  purpofe ; 
and  the  parochial  minuter  of  the  place  was  compelled 
to  fupply  fubftantial  entertainment  (that  it,  to  procure) 
for  the  tean  and  his  retinue.  Till,  at  length,  impo- 
verished by  the  frequent  recurrence  of  fuch  large  aftem- 
blages  of  vifitors — a  grievous  charge,  indeed,  upon  a 
poorly-endowed  incumbency ! — and  harafled,  moreover, 
with  the  difficulty  of  providing  needful  entertainment 
(often  required  at  a  Short  notice,  in  places,  at  the  belt, 
cc.M.B.tiH.  but  fcantily  furoiftied  with  neceiTary  efculents),  our  ■ 
Jto-'mcccxmi.  poorer  and  more  fequeftered  villan  clergy  gladly  availed 
themfelves  of  the  protection  afforded  to  their  larders  by 


(*)  See  Conftiiutionen  factts  a  Parochi*  civitaiu  FerrarUnfe  pro  fum 
congregations  rcgimine,  anno  hcclixviii;  and  for  (he  ufages  of  Hol- 
laed in  refpect  of  fines  for  non-attendance,  fee  particularly  Staluta 
%torf.  Dkecrf.  BufcodtKrn.  (A.D.  mdcxii.).  Tit  xvt.  cap.  vi.  p.  87, 
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Archbifhop  Stratford's  memorable  decree — which  regu- 
lated the  places  of  holding  coiutgtorfes,  sessions,  sjmotis, 
chapters,  &c,  of  biihops,  archdeacons,  and  other  ortif- 
narirs ;  and  enacted  that  "  all  c&aptets  fliould  be  cele- 
brated, for  the  future,  in  the  more  eminent  places  of  the 
jurisdictions  or  Statutes,  or,  at  leaft,  where  victuals  might 
be  purchafed  by  all;  and  that  officials  and  other  mi- 
nifters  of  the  titans  at  fuch  celebrations,  and  all  other 
acts  which  they  exercifed  inftead  of  their  principals  (as 
inquejis  on  the  vacancies  of  benefices,  Lyndwood  in  gL  > 
p.  99.)  fliould  perform  what  concerned  them  at  the  ex-  &*&  0*. 
pence  of  fuch  their  principals." 

By  which  canon,  the  presbyters  of  the  fmaller  villages 
'  were  effectually  protected  from  thefe  clerical  musterfrttjs, — 
too  often  accompanied,  in  thofe  days,  with  pecuniary 
exaction  on  the  part  of  official  underlings; — and  the 
incumbents  " in  lads  magis  injignibus"  though  (till  fub- 
ject  to  them,  were  freed  from  all  outlay  and  trouble  in 
confequence,  by  the  whole  retinue  being  thrown,  by 
law,  on  the  Sean's  private  refources,  in  fome  vican  houfe 
of  public  entertainment. 

To  enforce  the  ftricteft  attention  to  the  canon,  it  was 
fubjoined  that  the  acts  of  chapters,  held  elfewhere  than 
in  the  places  allowed,  fhould  be  nullified,  and  the  officers 
concerned  in  executing  them  fliould  be  fiifpended.    But 
when  duly  convened  at  their  allowed  and  appointed 
places  of  meeting,  fiecanal  chapters  were  protected  by  the 
fynodal  decrees  of  the  church  of  Cambray,  and  many  suana  synodal. 
others,  from  violation;   and  all  perfons  malicioufly  ob-  vtti^^i 
ftructing  and  interfering  with  them,  were,  ipfo  facto,    ■,Ul 
excommunicated.     Indeed,  the  fynod  of  Malines  orders 
all  offenfive  Grangers  to  be  excluded  from  the  assemblies, 
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— iiUmig  the  following  canon  to  that  and  other  pur- 

pofes :    -(one  of  which  was,  to  put  an  end  to  djapttr- 

/ "ej$p.  i.     holduig  at  mns  and  taverns  in  that  diocefe) : — "  TJt  tapf- 

T*nu "*'"'  ^a non °^ c<>mpotandum,fed ad  traclandum de  rebut  Jeriis 

Snad-Mecui*.  indicia  effe  omnibus  irinottfcat,     ProauU  in  Mis  initium 

xn.ap.ix.  rerum  agendarumjumatur  ab  invocations  Spiritus  Sancti, 

quo  dirigente  de  rebus  ecclejta  conftratur.      Prandium 

verd  non  fiat  nijifrugalt  et  moderalum,  ut  nemo  fumptibut 

vel  potu  gravetur,  vel  nee  unqudm  Mud  in  tabernd  vel 

diver/brio  inftituatur.     Extranet  quoque  per  quos  tractatio 

de  rebus  eccUfiee  poffit  impediri,  ab  eo  exctudantur." 

How  the  rural  bean  of  England  paid  his  perfonal 
expences,  and  thofe  of  his  immediate  officers  at  thefe 
chapters,  after  they  came  to  he  taken  from  his  private 
purfe,  does  not  appear.  Onerous,  indeed,  they  muft 
have  been,  and  very  infufficiently  fupplied  by  his  vifita- 
torial  procurations,  and  other  fcanty  fees '  of  office,  to 

Benmitl  Pv-  (')  From  die  GnAJehoUon  of  Balikmon,  on  the  fifty-ninth  canon  of 
T^tt  u^m^i.  ***  Apoftlca,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  rbo«pi«opu*  and  protopapM 
of  thofe  days  were  amply  provided  for,  out  of  the  perquiutes  of  their  fpi- 
ritnal  vocations: — Mq  tlirijs  Si  rh-oi  ^api*  rove  vptefivTipous  6  x/tv&v 
soAa£tf,  Ta  o'miirt  irpay/tata  fii]  Stavi/tavrat  irftOf  l*Atti$  xKvpixovf ;  Si/mx 
Ttim  yap  iyxparlj  rim  wptaffurtpor  tivau  trpayftarmi  ixAtutaiaumnaiy,  tvx&* 
XOPEmZKOnOK  npofihrtSivTa,  J  nFOTOIUQAN,  M^vTtZStv  ti'irftp !jit aira, 
xal  avayxw  i^orra  rmrf  Trtyofuyot^  y^ipayeryuv,  nMf  Si  /mMjIv  rait 
ntvqraf  nAqpi*oi-s '  X.  r.  A. 

Lewiin&tf-  With  regard  to  the  incomes  of  our  Englifh  rbowpferonl,  I  may  juft 

WA?,fs!!S*'  note«  DJ  tl,e  waT' t,,at  although  there  was  no  diftinct  revenue  provided 
for  the  jsnffntgaiw  fettled  by  the  Act  of  Henry  VIII.,  they  had  a  very 
handfome  maintenance ; — being,  commonly,  dignitaries  of  the  church, 
and  poflefled  of  very  confiderable  cures.  Indeed,  the  canons  of  hdciii. 
fuppofe  them  to  be  entitled  to  fees  for  caufea  incident  to  their  office, 
See  can.  XXXI.  Dr.  Pegge  thinks  they  had  certain  perquifites  of  office, 
prefents,  &c. ;  but  quotes  no  authority  for  it 
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which  he  may  have  been  legitimately  entitled  in  thofe 
days,  but  of  which1  few  veftiges  now  remain  on  record, 
and  none,  I  believe,  in  practice.     We  have  "  no  rents" 

(')  On  the  admiflion  of  a  member  of  the  nival  chapter,  the  council  of  ss.  cc.  Tom. 
Treves  orders  the  payment  of  one  Rhenifh  aurau  to  the  Dftn  : — and  on  ■B-™* 14s  - 
the  death  of  an  incumbent,  die  Ijtan  was  to  receive,  for  his  own  ufe, 
three  golden  florins,  being  himfelf  anfwerable  to  the  biihop  for  one 
mark,  on  account  of  the  deceafed.    Betides  thefe,  there  were  a  few  other 
contingent  profits  attached  to  the  Qetanal  office. 

"  It  is  fappofed,"  an  anonymous  writer  fays,  "  that  the  diocefans  ufed  A  HmmhU  Pro- 
to  allow  the  fttaw  toe  profits  of  fpiritual  canfes  of  inferior  importance,  Mo/foforZa- 
and  the  fees,  or  a  falary  at  lead,  for  holding  courts  and  difpatching  *™,&c. 
bufinefs,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  bear  the  burden  of  the  Beaitstlip." 

Mr.  Blomefield  thinks  the  different  branches  of  their  office  and  jurif-  Hift.  of  Norfolk, 
diction  in  Norfolk  were  of  conflderable  profit,  or  elfe  we  fhould  be  at  ° ' "'  ** 
a  loft  to  account  tor  the  exchanges  that  we  frequently  meet  with  be- 
tween rectors  and  dignitaries  of  the  church,  and  the  rural  DeanS  of  Nor- 
folk. And,  certainly,  if  we  look  at  the  fums  received  by  the  bean  of 
Norwich  in  commutation  of  penance,  we  mud  acknowledge  that  this 
department  of  their  office  waa  at  leaf!  a  very  productive  one.  (See 
Part  v.  Sect.  (1.  chap,  v.) 

"  In  the  Valor  of  mdxixi  v.,  the  names  of  the  rural  DearnS  then  in  each  Set  Printed 
Jltantj,  within  the  archdeaconry  of  Dorfet,  are  mentioned,  and  the  arch-  y<>Li.  p'231 
deacons  are  fold  to  have  paid  them  ixs.  iiijrf.  each,  as  an  annual  ftipend; 
but  this  appears,"  Mr.  Bofwell  fays, "  to  have  been  afterwards  difallowed  Bofweil'i  Eeei. 
by  the  court  of  the  diocefe."   The  rural  Dean  is  placed  at  the  head  of  the  £ft*S^^?" 
beneficiaries  and  others  of  each  Dtautg ;  but  in  the  column  of  apprecia-  p- M. 
tion  there  is  no  fum  affixed  to  his  name  in  the  original  Valor. — Editor. 

Two  centuries  and  a  half  earlier,  in  the  dioceie  of  Lincoln,  the  rural  OnjjhWi  Fer- 
QfMf]  confidered  that  they  had  caufe  of  complaint  to  the  biihop  againft     ljs'  Jq"' 
the  archdeacon,  for  not  allowing  them  fomethiog  "  in  recompenfationem  «cc*cm. 
fuorum  Jumptutim  et  lahoru":  and.it  feeing,  that  the  archdeacon,  whole 
"fubditi"  the  Otatt*  are  faid  to  be,  could  not  compel  them  to  exercile 
their  function,  againfl  their  will,  "  proprHi  ftipendiu" — (which  looks  aa 
if  there  was  no  allotted  ftipend  to  the  office) ; — wherefore  the  biihop,  for 
peace  and  quietnef*,  urges  the  archdeacon  to  endeavour  to  carry  bis  point 
"per  altectieaM  exhortationei."     See  Spprnfiti,  Lincoln  Document*. 
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— "no  comings-in"—" naught  elfe  but  place,  degree, 
and  form"  (Hen.  V.  A.  tvv  S.  1.);  fnve  where  the  ratal 
titan1  has  archidiaconal  power,  as-  in  the  ifles  of  Jerfey 
and  Guernfey.  ■ 

ca  Bowifvoe.      To  the  expeiice  of  cftapttt-holding,  withomt  any  appro- 
priated fund  for  the  purpofe  of'  defraying  it,  may  be 
attributed,  perhaps,  the  increafing  Tarity  of  fobfequent 
siat.  synod.      rtmbentfens  in  many  continental  diocefes. — "Ordinarii 
tTvh.%.  \v.  ter  in  anno,  et  non  fapius,"  toys  the  diocefaa  fynod  of 
Ypres  (a.d,  mdlsxvh.),  ff  abfqve  Jingulari  mujH,  -cotwo- 
cent  omtmfws  pqftorcs  taaat;" — Ipecifying  the  parti- 
cular times  of  their  affiembling,  and  the  fubjectaof  atten- 
Thonwffin.  r.«  tion  fuited  to  each  period.     The  council  of ,  Rheims 
P.U.L.HL  "■  (A.D.  mdlxxxhi.),  for  the .  curtailing  of  expense, -orders 
tLixvi.p.    .  ^^  cfmjptew  be  held  only  twice  in  the- yearr— "  JWm  in 
tubernis  et  popatis,  fed  in  ecciejivi  ;"  and  that  the  acts 
of  fuch  half-yearly  capttula  be  laid  before  the  btibop  in 
■     ■■>  council.     The  fame  annual  number,  pafled  the  council 
of  Rouen  two  years  before— "■  ad  atari  leoamen  ":— as  the 
ss.ee.  Tom.    canon  expreffly  ftates. — *?  l&a  takate  (foU. :  to nnoran 
III.K.L71S.     j^^j^uj  fa  tf  funmtm  in  anno  habeantur,  ne  skrut 
nimio  labore  et  fumptu  gravetw,  et  in  eis  a$fian\  curati, 
et-  vicarii,  cum  habitu  el  tonfurd  decenti,  Jintque  omnet 
modico  cibo,  potuque,  contenti,  ne  popufo  Jud  intemperanUd 
uHquodfcandaium  qffirmt."  •   j  ■ 

jwr.Beet'vnh.      The  dibcefan  fynod  of  Malines  (A.D.  mdcix.)  farther 
•.it. Ti. o. n.  reduces  them  to  once . — « anfiijwabDieri tapuulunt pajlo- 


(')  The  fees  pud  to  the  rural  ttait*  of  Jerfey  and  Guernfey,  the 
reader  will  find  in  the  Appendix  to  Falle  and  Morant  (Cat/area,  p.  220) 
— under  die  head  of  "  Table  da  drmeU  appurtenant*  au  aoQra,  et  it  fm 
ojkiers,  pour  twites  eaufrt  ecclefia/tiquet." 
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rum  annuum  celebrabunt ;" — which  appears,  from  Van 
Efperij  to  be  the  prevalent  ufage  of  the  Belgian  churches 
of  modern  days — the  arcfiprifsts  annually  fummoning 
their  chapters  on  fome  fpecific  day  appointed  by  the 
ordinary  of  the  diocefe.  See  Statut.  Dieec.  Gandacenf. 
Tit.  xvi.  c  v.  A.D.  MCCCCL. 

But,  more  than  half  a  century  before  the  left-men- 
tioned date,  the  archbifliop  of  Milan,  having  inflituted 
his  (wantons  bfcats,  and  wifhing  to  approximate  his  rural 
church-polity  as  near  as  poflible  to  the  good  old  times, 
of  which  he  was  fo  ardent  an  admirer,  returned  to  the 
ancient  cuftom  of  monthly  congregations — "  Can.  xxix. 
....  Hi  bftarfi  regioms  fibi  per  epifcopum  commiffee,  prep-  as.  cc  t™. 
byteros  cujufcumque  conditionis,  curam  animarum  habentes,  "'' "* '  s' 
JemUfingulis  menfibus,  modd  in  unam,  modd  in  aliam  ejus 
regionts  parockialem  ecclefiam  cogant,  idque  in  orbem 
eodem  ordinefemper  J octant." 

The  fame  primitive  fafhion  was  adopted  by  Bilhop  B«rne<;  uu  4 
Bedell,  an  Irifh  difciplinarian  of  no  mean  name,  in  the  p-ibj. 
firft  fynod  of  Kilmore  (A.D.  MDcxxxvni.) — "  vi.  In  quo- 
vis  ttctanatti,  in  oppido  ejus  principal^  tonbeiitus,  five,  taot- 
ntlnm  fit  mmiftrorum  quolibet  faltfrn  menfe,  ubl  lectis 
plene  publicis  precibut,  concionentur  per  vices  fine  hngU 
precibus  et  procemiis." 

tEaltntrarn  tonbentfons  were  alfo  continued,  about  the 
fame  time,  in  the  province  of  Rouen : — "  Let  pet  ties  cc.  stumag. 
tahn&tt  de  ehaque  boptnni,"  fays  bjlatutc  of  Rouen  (A.D.  &£*.'£*  ** 
mbocxviii.)  "feront  tenues  atuc  lieux  et  aux  temps  accou- 
tumex  de  toute  antiquite".  Les  Dogens  des  lieux  y  prefi- 
deront,  et  en  tew  abfences  les  plus  anciens  curtz,  Ut  fe 
termineront  les  moindres  differens  mds  entre  ceux  du 
tfogtmu-',  ilfera  fait  un  memoire  ou  abrigi  des  ckofes  qui 
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Jeront  h  demander,  pour  etre  rtprejente  au  Jynade  fuivant 
par  un  ou  plufieurt  perfonnes  klvs  entre  ceux  du  bogcnnc, 
avec  defenfcs  aux  bogens  d'y  permettre  aucune  yvrognerie, 
ni  (fexiger  cTargent  ou  autre  ckqfe,  Jous  quelque  couleur 
ou  prtiexte  que  cefoit." 
1  A  fruitlefs  effort  to  revive  monthly  meetings  of  the 
rural  Hearts  and  their  refpectire  clergy  in  England  (under 
a  new  modification — the  outline  of  which  was  probably 
derived  from  Archbifhop  U  frier's  SynodicalForm  of  Church 
Government)  was  made  in  the  year  mdclx.,  by  His 
Mqjejly's  Declaration  concerning  Ecclefiajlical Affairs  ;  in 
the  fifth  canon  of  which  document,  it  is  enacted,  "  that 
the  rural  bean,  with  three  or  four  minifters  of  each 
beams,  chofen  by  the  major  part  of  all  the  minifters 
within  the  fame,  Ihall  meet  once  in  every  month,  to 
receive  fuch  complaints  as  wall  be  prefented  to  them 
by  the  minifters  or  churchwardens  of  the  reipective 
parishes;  and  alio  to  compofe  all  fuch  differences  be- 
twixt party  and  party,  as  fhall  be  referred  unto  them  by 
way  of  arbitration ;  and  to  convince  offenders,  and  re- 
form all  fuch  things  as  they  find  amifs,  by  their  paftoral 
reproofs  and  admonitions,  if  they  may  be  fo  reformed: 
and  fuch  matters  as  they  cannot,  by  this  paftoral  and 
perfuafive  way,  compofe  and  reform,  are  by  them  to  be 
prepared  for,  and  prefented  to  the  btthop— at  which 
meeting  any  other  minifters  of  that  beanrn  may,  if  they 
pleafe,  be  prefent  and  aflift,  &c." 

Thus  was  the  menfirual  type  not  only  the  earlieft  in 
the  annals  of  the  rural  clergy's  contentions,  but  it  appa- 
rently furvived  the  lateft,  both  in  England  and  on  the 
continent  In  proof  whereof,  the  year  before  the  quoted 
reftoration  of  capitular  meetings  in  our  own  treamies  by 
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King  Charles  II.  (the  laft  evidence  we  have  of  fuch 
associations  in  out  ifland),  the  fynod  of  Namur  (A.D.vmBfyto 
mdclix.)  revived  the  ancient  pastoral  nssmblfrs  of  the  tilvl^'it. 
country  clergy  in  monthly  t&apttre,  independent,  feem- p 
ingly,  of  arrJifpttBligttral  controul : — "  Ubkunque  hacte- 
nus"  fays  the  canon,  "pafiores  nonjunt  redacti  in  claffes, 
quijmgtdis  menj&nu,  et  certo  Jlatuendo  die,  vel  horis  con- 
vtmumt,  iblque  tractent  de  promovendd  pietate  in  Deum, 
xeb  animarum,  et  de  jcientid  pajioribm  necejfarid,  Jiat 
qnanioctut,  ubi  per  temporum   dfficultates,  et  armorum 
Jirepitus  lieebit.    Prcejcribentur  quoque  tibri  tarn  pit,  quam 
theologiz,  quot  ante  proximum  conbenlum  legtre  tenebun- 
tur,  et  in  quibus  exammandutn  vel  &  quibus  difputandum, 
et  cum  confratribus  conferendum  erU." 
Nay.  as  late  as  the  year  mdccxxvii.,  the  tomes  of  the  ss.cc.tob. 

.,  ,  .  ,  -      .  .,        -xxi.eol.19ad. 

councils  present  us  with  a  canon  of  the  council  of 
Ambrun,  enjoining  the  parochi  of  that  diocefe  to  have 
recourfe  to  menjlrual  confatntioss  of  the  fame  type  of 
primitive  equality ; — no  rami  stan  being  noticed  as  presi- 
ding over  them : — "Singula  quoque  menfe,  exceptb  hyberno 
tempore,  vkiniores  Jimill  unh  convemant  facer  dotes,  de  its 
qua  ad  fcripturam  faeram  et  theologiam  moralem  perti- 
nent, difceptaturi.  In  his  verd  ttaUnoamtn  tomftus,  ut 
decet  mimftros  Chrifti  fapienter  fe  gerant,  et  qua  inter 
ipfos  agitata  fuerint,  ad  cpifcopum  refer  ant,  ut  quod  fia- 
tuendum  cenjuerit  ad  ipfos  remittal." 

Upon  the  character  and  utility  of  thefe  pastoral  con-  j«*.  f^l  v*k. 
fntgatfoas  of  the  country-clergy,  from  which  att&prtsbgters  mm.'™.  $  i"' 
are  excluded,  or  at  leaft  abfent,  Van  Efpen  has  the  fol-  p' 
lowing  fenfible  remark — "  Dum  ha  pastorcm  tongrrga- 
f fonts  modefii,pii,  ac  vero  paftorali  stelo  injlituuntur,  nemo 
de  earumfructu  et  utUUate  dubitare  poterit;  fummum  tamen 
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er#  adjumentum,fi  inter  toajmt  aliqui  fcientid,  pietate,  et 
zelo  eminenttores,  quijuniores  aut  rudiores,  vel  tepidiores 
erudire  vel  excitart  queant ;  fudque  authoritate  et  erudi- 
tionc  congregationem  dirigsre  " — an  advantage,  which, 
it  feems,  would  be  at  once  fecured  by  the  judicious 
felection  and  well-appointed  prefidency  of  rural  beans,  as 
prolocutors  of  thefe  little  sarerbotal  sessions. 

Where  no  notice  occurs  of  the  presidents  of  the  bean- 
efts  acting  as  prolocutors,  it  is  probable  the  ruri  becanal 
office  exifted  not.  For  it  would  be  both  natural  and 
agreeable  to  eftablifhed  church-ufage,  that  the  bean 
rttral,  where  found,  fhould  take  the  chair  on  fuch  occa- 
fiona,  a»  the  reprefenfcative  of  the  bifhc 
the  deliberations  of  a  fociety,  of  whi 
member  was  rubject  to  bis  vicarious  u 

But,  to  go  back  to  the  more  perfe 
— of  whirth  the  fuperior  eccleilaftic  of  the  diftrict  was 
the  official  headi— for  the  mere  frftstlg  nuednjjs,  having 
nothing  to  do  witii  beans  rural,  rnuft  not  carry  us  farther 
away  from  the  main  drift  of  our  inquiry : — the  next 
branch  of  which  is,  to  collect  the  various  meafures,  or 
items  of  bufinefs,  to  which  the  attention  of  tucanal  sjnobs 
was  directed,  at  their  different  times  of  meeting,  and  to 
endeavour  to  reduce  them  into  fome  fort  of  order  and 
arrangement. 
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SECTION  II. 

Thb  Business  transacted  at  fiutal  t£$xg\txt- 

CHAPTER  I. 

Preliminary  Eimm. — The  Dress  ok  Stant  and  Plergy  a* 
tttttal  ®Jjapl(T*. 

iNG  the  bnflnefttratuacted  at  clerical 

9  under  the  prefidentsy  of  tfians  rural 

t  matters  were   entertained  ■  by  the 

\f  chapters  or  ftaltntre — what  by  the 

yuartorly  conbintions — it  is  impoffible,  at  the  prefent 

time,  fo  diftant  from  the  period  of  their  entire  abolition, 

to  discriminate.     The  diftinction  of  cafes  'and  courts  is 

rarely  obferved  in  ancient  hiftories  and  councils;  and, 

in  the  filence  of  contemporary  records,  it  is  vain  for 

modern  curioflty  to  attempt  accuracy  of  arrangement, 

founded,  as  it  muft  be,  on  mere  conjecture. 

As  far  as  claudication  oan  be  carried,  it  will  be 
attempted  in  reference  to  the  fubject-matters  brought 
before  thefe  cutis  in  general ; — but  without  always  dif- 
tinguifhing  the  courts  themfelves,  whether  monthly  or 
quarterly.  Indeed,  the  twofold  diftinction  of  courts  is 
barely  noticed  out  of  our  own  iflands.  Different  dio- 
cefes  of. the  continent  held  their  periodical  sessions  of 
the  rural  clergy  at  different  times ;  but  the  quarterly 
and  menjlrual  types  were  rarely  both  obferved  in  one 
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and  the  fame  continental  diocefe,  whatever  dhtinctions 
may  have  prevailed  at  home. 

Where  both  obtained— whether  in  England  or  abroad 
t— it  may  be  faid  that  the  quarterly  were  deemed  com- 
petent to  the  difcuflion  and  deciflon  of  matters  of  rural 
church-polity  above  the  cognifonce  of  the  men/irual 
capfrala,  and  were  more  fuHy  attended  by  the  diftrict 
clergy  in  confequence.    They  were  called,  according  to 
£  Lyndwood,  "  Prineipalia   capitula  propter  mqjorem  con- 
miSSh11*  flu&ntiam  cleri,  et  quid,  in  hits  de  negotiis  arduoribus 
tractari  confuevit."    While  ordinary  matters  were  trans- 
acted at  the  menjlruat  asstmblfts,  difficult  cafes  flood 
over  to  the  quarterly  sessions.     Nor  is  it  improbable 
that  the  latter  were  courts  of  appeal  from  the  verdict  of 
the  minor  and  more  frequent  note. 
*JJ5bJ^     The  jurifdiction  of  both,  like  that  of  the  rural  otan  in 
ylih^m     his  individual  capacity,  was,  for  the  anoft  part,  voluntary: 
—but  it  will  hereafter  appear,  that,  by  delegation  or 
otherwife,  the  rfcapttrs  exercifed,  at  one  time,  confl- 
derable  contentious  jurifdiction,  as  tmiat  (Sftrfstfonftatis. 

However,  not  to  bewilder  the  reader  or  myfelf  with 
legal  technicalities  at  prefent,  let  it  fuffice  that  the  ratal 
capitula  in  general,  whether  quarterly,  monthly,  or  oceo- 
Jional,  had  the  fame  object  in  view— 'the  advancement  of 
religion  and  the  interefts  of  the  church,  and  the  detec- 
tion and  fuppreffion  of  vice,  within  the  fphere  of  their 
influence  and  rule.  Such  was  their  main  deflgn : — and, 
bearing  this  in  mind,  we  will  proceed  (after  a  few  preli- 
minary remarks  on  the  coftume  of  the  clergy  on  thefe 
occaflons)  to  the  various  fubjects  with  which  ratal  chapters 
in  general  were  properly  and  at  all  times  converfant ; — 
deferring  to  our  later  pages  thofe  which  fell  under  their 
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cognnance  only  incidentally  and  oeoafionally,  and  formed 
no  eflential  part  of  their  original  inhibition '. 

The  tKaw  ihemfelves,  and  their  BttMwaiw;  in  rajrfhrfa*  can.B.etH, 
aeutnbifas,  are  ordered  by  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  Walter   ° 
and  Simon,  btrbops  of  Norwich  (.A2).  mgcltti.),  oh  pain 
of  punifhment  for  difobedience,  to  drefe  their  perfons  in 
clofe  copes1: — "Betaitf  et  bttt-ttttBid  in  fids  tapituUs,  et 
ubi  coram  msjuduman  exereetur,  et  coram  JUa  pralatta, 


(')  The  former  might,  perhaps,  and  for  the  moft  part,  be  called,  in  the 
language  of  the  eccleuaftical  courts  (of  which,  by  the,  way,  I  mall  plead 
unqualified  ignorance,  and  therefore  ought  not  to  venture  to  nfe),  the 
cwltmtery  j  and  die  latter,  the  contentions  jurisdiction  of  rural  chapter*. 
Fotes6var.}mifcbction,  in  the  author's  meaning,  would  extend  to  fnch 
matters  as  are  traafacted  without  any  folemn  pxocefc  of  judicature,  in  a 
deliberative  rather  than  a  judicial  court ;  Jiich  as  are  contained  in  the 
following  two  chapters,  viz.  ecu.  and  in.  Contention*  jurisdiction 
implies  a  judicial  power,  in  the  court  which  exerdfes  it,  to  enforce  its 
enactments  by  penal  inflictions  of  fome  kind  or  other : — fuch  matters 
am  contained  in  cc.iv.  v.  vi.vii.viii.ix.;  while,  again,  car.  xx.  would 
fall  under  the  former,  or  voluntary  divilion.  But  die  author  u  afraid 
to  pnt  forward  terms,  of  the  ufe  end  application  of  which,  elfe where,,  and 
by  wifer  heads  (eWat-roi  iwerolff),  he  is  fo  profoundly  ignorant.  He 
would  not  oftentatioufly  aflame  an  accuracy,  to  which  he  well  knows  he 
has  no  real  claim.  The  termsi  therefore,  where  they  occur,  he  hopes 
will  be  mercUoUy. dealt  with. 

(*)  If  the  reader  wilh  to  be  .inttrncted  in  the  form  and  faJhion  of  ThsAadtt 
copes,  he  may  confolt  Watts's  Gloffary,  in  voce  capa  ;  and  Mr.  Whitakers  Cunma  mte- 
Cathedrai  of  Cornwall,  Vol.  i.  pp.  178,  feqq. :    in  the  latter  of  which  *™%  '*nxytd, 
authorities  (Vol.  n.  pp.123,  feqq.)  he  wiUfmdfome  curious  remarks  on  j0n,  hdccciv. 
the  early  garb  of  the  clergy,  and  more  particularly  on  the  caracaUa  (the 
archetype,  of  the  modem  oaflaek)  noticed  by  Bode  (WJi.  EccUf,  i.  7.) 
a*  worn  by  Saint  Albau,  the  protomartyr  of  Britain,  and  feemingly 
overlooked  by  Bingham  as  an  habiliment  of  fpiritual  perfons  at  that 
early  date.    He  will  alfo  find  a  fund  of  information  on  clerical  cojhtme 
in  Mnratori,  AnfiauitaUg  Mtdii  Mm,  Tom.  n.  col.  414,  feqq. 
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e(  in  congregationibus  clencorum,  cappis  daufis  decenier 

ss. cc. Tom.    utanttir,  &c" — a  canon  extended  by  the  council  of  ChA- 

toi/ua.    '    "  teau-Gontier  to  their  appearance  at  all  placet  within  the 

limits  of  their  jurifdiction,  and  generally  in  public : — 

"  3)ctani  rurales,  infra  jurifdklionum  fuarum  metas,  el 

aliis  publkti  locit,  deferant  cappat  daufat;  altoquin  fuper 

hoc  per  epifcopos  corrigantur." 

cc  AMMug.        Again,  by  the  council  of  Saint  Omer  ( AD.  mcclxxix.), 

p.]».cu.xii.  they  are  charged  to  pay  particular  attention,  at  the 

Jfoi,^  taUntta,  to  the  garb  and  tonfure  of  all  the  clergy  under 

i'.a\*ii tVfc  their  jurifdiction,  that  both  be  ftrictly  canonical  *.     The 

like  to  which  is  enjoined  by  the  earlier  council  of  Lam- 

va."'BiuH'  Detk  (A&-  mccixi.)*  on  all  "  qui  privilegio  clericali  gau- 

dere    voluerint, qudd  tonfuram  decentem,  et 

cororiam  rafi. 'capitis  deferant competentem ;  maximi coram 
ordinaras  fids,  et  in  ecclejiis,  et  in  lOngwgatfonfbltjJ  cle~ 
ruorwm 

Decency  of  coftume,  on  thefe  occafions,  was  equally 

enforced  by  the  ■  councils  of  Rouen,-  Seez,  and  Lifieuxy 

€?**"■*'   at  a  m«ch  later  period:  ....  " II  eft  cnjoint  &  tous 

JVoB.P.ii.p.125.  *  .  «         ■       »i  ■ 

sotoL  st.  cures,  tant  de  la  'viae  que  des  Champa,  fays  the  council 
of  Rouen  (A.D.  mdcxxviii.)  "comparoir  «itr  Jjfnode*  et 
taUn&«.  en  habit  decent,  furpUt  et  efioU,  k  peine  de  due 
litres  d'ameade;  ee  qui /era  notifiS  aux  petite*  ralenSM, 
afin  que  pcrjbnne  n'en  pritende  caufe  d'ignorance'*    See 

W  p.  ***•  alfo  the  fynod  of  Seez  {AD.  mdcliii.),  and  that  of  Li0eux 
(des  talents)  to  the  lame  purpoXe. 

CCiUmag.  (')  "AUoquinJi  pqfl  trinam  admoMiionem,"  continues  the  canon, 

*Wi>.i.p.l52.  ,.  per  iniertxtUa  ddrite  f aetata  cifiem  juptr  pradictU,  cvnitmferint  ton. 

jurat*  et  hafnium  deferrc  preedictot,   et  wt  dniietii  enormibiu  fittrint 

deprduufi  per  jn/Htiam  laic*l*m,  not  defimdmtw  per  ecelefiam  quoarl 

hoc,  quomimii  mat  a  jujUtid  fiecubiri  debiti  puniantur." 
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CHAPTER  II. 

Public** mn  of  ChuIuh-Canons, 


US  mere  vehicles  for1  promulgating  recently- 
iflued  decrees  of  provincial  and  diocefan 
councils,  and  for  imprefling,  by  periodical 
recitations,  the  perpetual  .obligation  of  more 
ancient  ftatutes,  to  which  the  church  was  defirous  of 
foliciting  the  particular  attention  of  the  country  clergy, 
rural  c&apim  were  fuhfldiary,  in  an  eminent  degree,  to 
ecclefiaftical  government. 


(')  An  anonymous  writer  of  the  early  part  of  the  laft  eeHtnry  fays  a  HnbU  Pro- 
ibat  "  ttnsl  Dtnt,  in  their  periodical  cj«nttt-CMw«,  proclaimed,  fton  JJ*^*"'  ,t 
time  to  time,  fuch  royftl  proclamations,  injunctions,  and  admonitions,  an 
were  iflued  by  the  Hate."     Perhaps  they  did  fo. 

When  Edward  I.  tinted  France  in  the  year  mccxciii.,  and  enjoined  CC.il-B.etH. 
prayers  to  be  oBered  up  daring  his  abfeoce,  it  was  impofed  on  the  Deanft  °  ,L  *' 
rural  and  clergy  under  them,  to  fee  that  the  royal  mandate  wna  duly 
attended  to  on  all  Sunday*  and  feftivals  :  and  probably,  the.  hunt,  who 
on  this  occafion  received  their  infractions  from  the  archdeacon  of  Can- 
terbury, promulgated  them  in  their  rural  cap  hula,  at  convenient  oourit 
if  publication. 

"  The  Injunction*  given  by  the  authority  of  the  King's  ISghnefi  to  Bunet'i  nyt. 
the  efergy  o/  thu  realm  (A.D.  iroimi.)"  are  ordered  by  the  lord-  ^V^^fTu 
keeper  Cromwell  "  to  be  kept  and  obferved  of  the  Dam,  parfont,  vicars,  Bneerit,B.m. 
curate,  and  Itipetufiaries  reliant,  &c.  within  each  geawrn;"  but  there  is 
no  order  of  publication  in  rural  rtMutm.     Sail,  the  Injunction*  were, 
probably,  lb  published,  as  the  moft  effectual  way  of  making  them  known 
in  rnral  diftric  ts. 
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By  the  Meath  canons  (AD.  mccxvi.),  the  oians  are 

bade  to  procure  copies  of  the  laws  and  constitutions 

of  provincial  and  diocefan  fynods,  to  publijh  them  in 

their  rfcaptm,  and  to  enforce  the  execution  of  them; — 

explaining  their  meaning  "injingulis  articulis,"  to  the 

full  comprehension  of  their  audiences*  and  admonifhing 

the  clergy  to  promulgate  fuch  of  them  again  to  their 

cati.n-tiH.  refpective  flocks,  as  concerned  the  laity: — "Curent  in- 

ste^lss/cafuper  tronfcriptum  fieri  Jiatutorum  provmcialiwn  et  dioce- 

wlTm"        fanorum,  eaquc  infinguUs  cafftttlfs  poji  proximo*  fynodos 

£rtSf5n     recitari  faciant  et  exponi  clero  infra  fuos  Iwiites,  nequts 

5J3*LES  peccet  in  eademper  aliquem  pratextum  ignorantia;  adrno- 

w^LAASi  neaj&  rtiwi  curatores  animarum,  ut  populo  infra  fuos 

mcclwth.      parochias  pub  Hear  i  f octant  et  exponi  eas  conjlitutiones, 

qua  ad  pkbemjpectant  et  pertinent." 

As  prefidents  of  the  itaptire,  the  trrtmi  made  Jblemn 

announcement  to  the  aflembled  clergy  of  what  cafes  were 

efpecially  referred  to  the  apoftolic,  and  what  to  the 

o™.^  diocefan  fee — "Basal  Juts  tapiiaUa  feu  talealife  exponent 

ss.cc.-rmn.Tr.  cafus  ftdi  apojtolicee  et  diocefanis  refercatot  &c." — in  order 

to  prevent  any  inferior  court  from  prefuming  to  interfere 

beyond  the  juft  limits  of  its  own  authority.    Thefe  cafes, 

to  aid  the  recollection  of  the  ignorant,  the  church  of 

m^uHmu!0  f&ywx  ™  Normandy  thus  verfified  for  recitation  at 

rarf  littanal  tfiopttr-toarts. 

"Qui  mittendi  funt  ad  Papam,  et  qui  ad  Epxfcopum" — 

"  Incrfhan  fadau,  camtmpent,  out  komidda, 
Sacriiegut,  patntm  perettffor,  eumfodomita, 
Clenun  percutiew,  Romam  petit     Krapiuntur 
Nefi&a,  trudiuu,  IcoH&rque  jooaru,  minor  csttu. 
Janitor  qfficii  pratextu  forti  repellent, 
Adjunctut  cum  perjbni*  ferieru  co2unh$, 
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Rmnmetufemw,  lUavflralu,  et  mgrafeneetm, 
Pontificem  qweras;  papain,^  na/eri*  ignan, 

Sipercujfijli  cUrum,  Jimwrita  Juifti, 

Si  mali  de  build  papa  tractaveru  uUd."  ' 

By  tiie  Synodal  Conftitutions  of  the  bifhopric  of  Arras  cmji.  smedai 
(J.D.  mccclxxv.),  the  names  of  all  presbyters,  who  dared  *£™.i. ' 
to  give  absolution  in  fuch  cafes  as  were  referred  to  the 
epifcopal  fee,  were  to  be  prefented  by  the  fcrans  to  the 
bifhop.  But  there  were  fome  cafes  of  minor  confe- 
cjuence  from  which  they  (the  presbyters)  might  abfolve ; 
and  in  the  canonical  forms  of  absolution,  i'uited  to  thefe 
occafions,  the  titans  were  to  examine  and  inftruct  the 
clergy  (particularly  the  newly-ordained)  at  their  tajthitlst  fyf*. ad. 
■wtfngs.  And  of  courfe,  as  ordinary  presbyters  were 
privileged  to  abfolve  offenders  in  cafes  of  fecondary  guilt, 
fo  were  there  "cafus  minors* " — recapitulated  at  fceranal 
sgnotrs  for  the  edification  of  the  rural  clergy — from 
which  our  fuperior  cceicflaftics  were  authorifed  by  the 
church  to  grant  abfolution  '. 

(')  If  the  reader  defire  a  roller  account  of  the  eqfict  epifcopalet,  as 
they  were  chanted  or  rend  in  the  feftnutl  KttttimK  of  the  day,  he  will 
find  it  in  the  ninetythird  canon  of  the  council  of  Treves  (A.D.  mccux.). 
In  Cekt'a  edition  of  toe  SS.  CC.Tom.iiv.  coL  1463. 

(')  Under  the  "  Artiauli  Diaosfani  tiynodi"  of  Rotten  (A.D.  CCBstimag. 
mococuxti.)  "De  eaftinu  rtfervatit,"  we  hare  a  M  of  the  "  cafiu  ^7o4.P'"' 
minorea  k  qnibtu  abfolvunt  tecaui  rutsUs." — Thefe  are :  "  xv  in.  In- 
oefbMM  minor,  JcW&t  in  tertio  et  quarto  grad&us.  xix.  Homicidium 
cafuale,  xx.  Mutatio  Mriw  (fin  m  utiwm  diem  as  ratkmainii  cauja. 
xii.  Perjurium  et  mmtiiajidet  coram  quocunque  judice  et  qudcunque 
ta  cattjd  t  exoeptit  fupranotmnatit  cafibui,  et  qmbut  ad  D.  Architpi- 
foopum,  vet  ejiu  panaientiarium  in  matte  ndefid  refidmtem,  dictum 
fiM  quod  eft  ranffio  faaenda.  xxn.  Saeriiegi  et  blajphemi  rwtorii  et 
pubHei.    xxiit.  Corruptw  momaiium  et  virgmum.    xxiv.  Vitium  tmntu 
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a  Humble  Pro-      "Whatever  fentenoes  'of  excommunication  had  re- 
dtiaiiufoZZ   cently  paffed  the  church,  with  the  names  of  the  ezcom- 
5»5.Yii.p.s!.  municated,  and  the  places  of  their  abode,  were,  at  the 
fame  time  and  court,  declared  by  the  official  prefident ; — 
that  each  minifteT  prefent  might  acquaint  his  congre- 
gation therewith,  on  returning  to  his  parifh,  and1  the 
people  might  avoid  all  intercourie  with  the  guilty,  as 
being  impious  and  profane."     And  to  infure  an  accurate 
enumeration  of  the  excommunicated,  on  inch  occaflons, 
co*jl  synodal   the  tttBms  are  commanded  by  an  Arras  fynod  (under  a 
Zfi'iiccccLT.  penalty  of  20/.  and  excommunication  in  their  wh  per- 
Eieamnmia-   foils)  to  keep  a  regifter  of  all  violators  of  chorch-difci- 

amtnt  ttaiuratn.  XXV.  Jb&Unle*  Utar*  Sfo^Ocu  D.  JreM*piJeopi,j& 
curiarum-  tpfnu.  xxm.  levu  iiyectio  tntuiui  m  «Jfm«  ■  *t ,  rtfigio/a* 
performs,  ji  in jicient.es  fuerint  infra  anno*  pubertal**  cori/liiuli."  From 
all  the  crimes  of  this  long  catalogue,  the  btan*  rural  gave  abfolution  to 
offenders  at  their  tapttular  ftlfnH;  or,  if  the  cafes  required  in  ft  ant 
der^attk,  and  there  was  no  tone  to  call  together  the  «lergy,  the  brail* 
had  authority  to  abfolre  in  piwate  and:  alone,  u  already  ihewn  under 
the  dirifion  oiperjbnal  duties.  ... 

It  was  poflible  for  an  offender  to  be  the  fubject  of  more  than  one 

lenience  of  excommunication  at  the  fame  time,  and  his  being  dileharged 

from i  one  did  not  imply  entire  abfolutkm  :   wherefore  the  fynod  of  Con- 

cc.  Remmag.      ftooe  {AJ>.  wkjclxxv.)  enacts:  *  mhtud  prmd*kiakt  in  fallttrll*  tt 

/V^P'"'         ejg/Smrf  faciant,   quod  ji  aiiqui*  excammumcaUmiibu*  JU  iigaki*i  .Ji 

abjhluani  ab  mid,  turn  tamen  dawndent  obfi>hdi*m,  quamdmtjavenitt 

aliquibu*  alii*  excommunicatiowbiu  ianodatum,  tnandaiu  qfficialu  nan 

ohftantibus." 

j.T«y]or,«  {')  "  It  is  the  office  of  the  presbyters  and  minitteta  of 'religion  to 

f)y&e  e'vf m!  ded"*  public  criminaifl  and  .feandalou  perfims  to  be  Inch,  that,  when 

Worki  bj  Be-    the  leprofy  ia  declared,  the  flack  may  avoid  the  infection ;  and  then  the 

p.6S3.  '  man  is  excommunicate,  when  the  people  are  warned  to  avoid  the  danger 

of  the  mam,  or  the  reproach  of  the  crime,  to  withdraw  from  Ha  fociety, 

and  not  to  bid  htm  God  fpeed,  not  to  eat  and  celebrate  fynaxea  and 

church-meetings  with  fnch,  who  are  declared  criminal  and  dangerous." 

-' 
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pliiie  fo  punifhed;  the  name  of  the  judge  who  patted  the 
ikntence,  that  of  the  promoter  of  it,  the  date,  and  the 
nature  of  the  offence  itfelf — whether  "pro  re  cognitd; 
judicaid,  vd  confeffatA,  vei  manifeftd,  an  pro  contumacid  vel 
contemptu."  And  in  order  that  the  beans  might  be  duly 
furciifhed  with  the  names  of  delinquents  lying  under 
Sentence  of  excommunication  beyond  the  period  of  a  Dnutpv 
year,  (within  which  limitation  all  excommunicates  were  <»liso. 
bound  to  fblicit  abfolution  and  reconciliation,  or  were 
to  be  compelled  by  the  fecular  power),  the  parochial 
clergy  are  bade,  by  the  fame  constitution,  to  denounce 
them  to  the  liiaiu*  at  home  or  at  tbaptir,  within  eight 
days  from- the  expiration  of  the  time;  and  the  latter 
again,  within  eight  days  more,  to  the  bifhop's  official1. 

Whenever  papal  letters  were  required  in  England 
confirmatory  of  fentences  of  excommunication  (previ- 
ously ifiued  by  our  infular  metropolitans),  the  mandates 
were  addrelled,  through  certain  amfervatures,  to  the 
bifhops,  and  their  official  deputies,  the  tFtattf ;  that  they 
might  be  publijhed  in  the  periodical  conbrntfotts  of  the 
latter,  "  dttuddi  et  diJiincQ,  in  lingud  JngUcana*  et  Galli-  j**-1h  **■*£- 
cand; " — every  poffihle  publicity  being,  imparted  to  tliefe  tJ^"  *  °' 
judgments  and  their  ratifications,  in- provincial,  dioceftui, 
and  local  courts  ■  nay,  even  in  parochial  churches : — of  I 

which  the  Annals  of  Burton  afford  an  example,  in  the 
year  mcclv.,  during  the  reign  of  Henry  III.  and  papacy 
of  Innocent  IV.  r     . 

Nor  was  the  publication  lefs  general,  when  the  Jiandmg 


( ' )  See  alfo  the  MmukUe*  at  Maurice  archbillioji  of  Rosen,  to  the  CC.  Reirmag, 
Btan»  of  that  province,  "  adverfui  regem  bona  Rotomagtnjit  etele/ue  ^■p,,(- 
occupa/ilem"  {A.D.  hccxsxiii.) 
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fentences  of  excommunication  were  the  fubject  of  atten- 
tion. To  give  notoriety  to  this  part  of  the  penal  code 
of  the  church  within  the  province  of  Canterbury,  it  was 
enacted  by  Archbiihop  Peckham,  that,  on  the  Sunday 
-  -^  immediately  following  the  duTolution  of  each  djaptet, 
every  member,  on  returning  to  his  parochial  cure,  mould 
proclaim  in  his  church  the  eleven  Jianding  fentences  of 
excommunication,  contained  in  the  third  canon  of  the 
provincial  Reading  Conjlitutions  (A.D.  mcclxxix.),  and 
mould  explain  them  to  the  people  of  his  charge. 

By  the  fame  metropolitan,  again,  it  was  particularly 

decreed,  that,  in  the  four  principal  tbaf  Krs  of  the  year, 

the  ftatute  of  Othobon  (the  papal  legate  in  England 

cc.M.B.ttH.  A.D.  mcclxviu.)  "contra  conct&marios,''  mould  be  re- 

' "'  *"        htarjed,  by  way  ojF  monition  to  the  clergy,  **  dt/lincti  et 

aperti  coram  toto  capitola,"  either  by  the  archdeacons,  or 

their  officials,  or  by  the  beans  rural,  or  their  deputies,  the 

laymen  being  firft  difnriffed.    The  latter  were  allowed 

to  be  prefent  during  the  agitation  of  fuch  matters  as 

were  of  common  and  general  concern;  but  were  to  be 

fhut  out  at  the  proclaiming  any  orders,  or  denouncing 

any  cenfures  that  related  to  the  clergy: — ("  Ne  audientes 

pmbKiaic,      recitathnem  cjttfdcm?  fays  Lyndwood  in  his  glofs,  "fortan 

£ni£f  *«!*.    contra  clericos  ex  ipforum  malitid  folil&  ampliiis  debaccha- 

nutfiit   rent")—"  a  wife  method,"  fubjoins  Kennett, "  to  preferve 

the  reputation  of  the  facred  function." 

If  any  one  malicioufly  impeded  the  recitation  of  this 
ftatute,  he  was  to  be,  ipfo  facto,  under  fentence  of  excom- 
munication. And  if  any  titan,  or  his  reprefentative, 
neglected  to  recite  it,  he  was  to  faft  every  Friday  on 
bread  and  water,  in  virtue  of  obedience  (unlefs  prevented 
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by  bodily  infirmity ) ;  till  recitation  was  made  by  himfelf, 
or  other  perfon,  in  fome  fubfequent  rftaptrr. 

To  the  quarterly  publication  of  this  legatine  ftatute, 
Archbiihop  Wiochelfey  adds,  in  his  Anathtmatisatio  (AD.  cc.M.B.etH. 
mcccx.),  thofe  of  Otho,  Stephen  Langton,  and  himfelf, 
for  the  reformation  of  church  abufes  at  large,  on  pe- 
nalty of  excommunication  ; — ordering  the  whole  to  be 
advertifed  "per  tortanos,  arcfiipttsigrttoB,  prapofitos,  &c, 
in  Juts  quatuor  capttults  prindpalibus,  ecelcfiifque  Jibifub- 
jectis."  And  upon  thefe,  again,  later  archbifhops,  and 
even  diocefans ',  accumulated  the  periodical  rehearfals  of 
the  canons  of  their  rcfpective  councils. 

On  the  continent,  about  the  period  alluded  to,  the  a*(.*w*t 
quarterly  ttramal  meeting*  of  the  diocefes  of  Le  Mans  nkft*-*'*'. 
and  Treves  were  occupied,  in  like  manner,  in  giving  t*."*.  uml 
publicity  to    ecclefiaftical    ftatutes,  and   keeping   up  a 
lively   recollection  of  the  fame  in   the  minds  of  the 
clergy,  by  periodical  recitations  of  the  Iftrf  gbgnobales : 
— "  Univerfi*   betam'S  prtzcipimus,"  fays    a   council   of 
I«e  Mans,  "  in  virtutt  obedientke  dijlricti&s  injungentes, 
quatends  corum  quUibet  presbyteros  Jibi  fubjectos  quater 
in  anno  adjuam  vocent  prtEfentiam,  ubi  et  quandd  viderint 
expedire,  ut  ubl  Jinguhs  Libros/wo*  Synodales  ptrfectos 
et   correctos  afferent,  et  in  eorum  congregatione   legal 
unufquifque  aliquant  Libri  particulam  quam  tttt&omjufferit 

(')  In  the  diocefe  of  Norwich,  it  was  ordered,  that  each  turn  mould  CC.it.B.eiH. 
preferve  a  copy  of  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  Walter  and  Simon,  bifhops 
of  Norwich  (A.D.  mcclvil),  for  the  regulation  of  the  fpiiitoal  concerns 
of  that  diocefe;  and  take  care  that  a  copy  was  kept  in  every  church  of 
his  OCanrg.  If  the  biihop,  or  his  official,  vifited  an;  church  and  found 
no  Synodal  Statute*  therein,  he  was  to  inflict  condign  puniflimeut  for 
fuch  negligence. 
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injungendam;  ita,  ut  in  quatuor  vocationibm  fupradic- 
tis  totus  Liber  legi  valeat  et  exponi.  Eos  autem  qui 
ad  vocationem  totcanf  cum  Libro  non  venermt  Synodali, 
remittat  iKtanttS  epifcopo  fufpenfos  ah  officio,  nijt  legitime* 
Juerint  excu/hti."  See  alfo,  to  the  fame  effect,  the  eighth 
chapter  de  becanfs,  can.  ux.  of  the  third  council  of 
Treves,  A.D.  mccxxvii.  At  a  much  later  date,  a  fynod 
of  Bois-le-duc  decrees  : — "  &ttfctptesbgtttf  in  capftulfs 
"■  Statuta  Synodalia,  prtejertlm  parochot  concernentia,  tegi 
curabunt,  eefdemqae  ad  eorum  ohfervantiam  adhortabun- 
tur&c."  ■'■■"■■ 

i  And  more  folly  a  fynod  of  Tournay  (A.D.  mdlxxiv.),, 
(peaking  of  fctcanal  tonbduffons,  enacts — "  In  his  tDiwrota- 
ifonfims,  ante  omnia  patitin,  et  intelligibili  voce,  per  unum- 
ex  parochit,  quern  tetanus  nomtnavefit,  noftra  Statuta, 
Synodalejque  ConJlHutiohRt  legantur:  et  fi  quos  abufus 
contra  has  cnmmiffos  deprehenderit  \ntanva,Jws  parochot, 
recepto  hjinguli*  juramento,  dittos  abufus  Jcriptojldeliter 
tradere  compellet,  quos  pofttnodum  cumfiffficienti  injlruc- 
tio-ne,  ad  curiam  nojlr'am  corrigendos  referatT1  • 
DtenuiSmnd.  Laftly,  a  fynod  of  Acqui  {A.D^  mdlsxxv.)  enacts — 
Pr*ji~.J£n.j.  "jrftarfj  (QiaMf  (infuis  tim&trttftms)  Kbellum  de  cafibus 
conJcientuB  apoJioHca  Jedi  et  epifcopis  refervatis  metro- 
politan! curd  edendum  reHquis  facerdotibus  legcnt,  et  ali- 
quot capita,  turn  harum  Conftitutionum,  turn  earum,  qua 
in  JynodU  duccejanu  fient,  fimulque  aliquid  ex  probatd 
aliqud  fummd  de  cafibus  conJcientUs  explkabunt."  See 
alfo  SS.  Rotomag.  Part  n.  p.  254. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

Information  and  Reformation  of  Church- Abuses,  &c. 

fiN  addition  to  the.. local  publication  of.ra- 
:  pently-iffued  canons  and  confutations  of  ■ 

!  provincial  and  dioceJan  fynods,  and  the  reci- 
tation of  extracts  from  elder  codes  of  por- 
petual  obligation,  a  farther  and  paramount  object  of  the         .     . 
iiiftitution  of  ■  rural  tfrap«t&  wa*>  that  the  craws,  who 
prefided  over  thern,  might  be. enabled  to  obtain -Srom- 
the.  congregated  miniftejrs,-  either  orally  or  by  letter, 
a  perfect  knowledge  of.  the  moral  and  religions  opndU 
tioa  of  their  crtaaates,  and  devife,  and  execute  -meafures 
for  correcting  defaults  therein, ,  or ■  r.epoetmg.  them   to  oibfoni  cu« 
the  bifhop.     Thefe.  matters  appear,  collectively,  to  have  TtLuii.c^ix. 
been  the  proper  work  of  rural  c&apUfj!.,  and  to  hare  p'e"' 
ccinftituted  die  principal  part,  of/ what  may  be  denomi- 
nated their  voluntary  jurifdictioin-  -  ■  ;-,  ,    :,    .  f  .  .  l 

In  the  archiepifcopal  fee,  of  .Rheims,  at  the  firft  or- 
ganization of  thefe  little  session*  or  .^aoljs,  (accounted 
by,  Hincmar  ..important  aids  to  the  maintenance  of 
chtirch-diicipline)  the  .presbyters  of  the  different  branded 
wer*  urged  by  the  archbifhop  to  make  returns  of  the 
behaviour  of  all  penitents  within  their  incumbencies:— 
how  each  fubmitted  to  his  penance  and  fatisfaction : — 
"  Ut  in  actume  pcenitentia  penfare  valeamus,"  writes  the  Hinauri  <w 
archbifhop,  " quandd  quifque  reconciliari  debeat;" — fuch  ""•■p' 
penitential  fervices  being  impofed  as  punifhments  for 
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the  violation  of  ccclefiaflical  order,  or  for  perfonal  moral 
delinquency ; —  after  atoning  for  which,  admittance  was 
again  granted  to  the  (inner  into  the  bofom  of  the 
church '. 

At  thefe  r&anttwnM  tings,  in  general,  from  the  date  of 
their  origin  to  that  of  their  decay,  reports  were  deli- 
vered of  whatever  was  amifs  in  the  refpective  parifhes 
of  the  affembled  minifters,  in  the  economy  of  their 
churches,  or  the  manners  of  the  clergy  and  their  people; 
.ccst.Bin.  — the  priefihood  being  efpecially  urged  to  tender  fuch 
'  prefentments  in  regard  to  the  laity  fubject  to  their  cure, 

and  the  beans,  or  their  apparitors,  in  reference  to  the 
rectors,  vicars,  capellanes,  or  other  minifters. 

Thefe  fubjects  were  entertained  by  the  bean  and 
r&apttr,  for  the  moft  part,  without  the  intervention  of 
judicial  procefe.  They  were  difcufledas  in  a  deliberative 
affembly ;  and  the  ecclefiaftical  counfellors  advifed  fuch 
alterations  and  amendments  as  the  tircumftances  of 
each  particular  cafe  required;  or,  if  neceflary,  they 
reported  the  cafe  to  the  bifliop.  But  their  jurifdiction 
ended  not  here ; —  the  tourt  had  power,  it  feems,  infomc 
diocefes,  of  enforcing  its  proceedings  judicially,  without 
any  previous  reference  to  the  bifliop.  It  could  render 
valid  its  decrees  by  compulfion ;  being  authorifed  fo  to 
do,  by  permanent  delegation  of  the  diocefan. 
The  ufe  of  becanal  chapters,  as  courts  of  mformat ton  and 

(')  It  was  Hincraar'a  expectation,  that  the  good  of  the  church  and  the 
interefts  of  its  discipline  woiild  be  advantaged  by  the  f&fcptrr'ff  receiving 
fuch  reports  of  penitentiary  progrefs;  and  it  accordingly  formed  a. 
leading  branch  of  the  voluntary  tapitulax  jurifdiction  of  Rhemilh  btXK*- 
rural  during  his  primacy.  The  preferment  at  the  tbaptft-tourt  was  a 
procedure  in  order  to  reformation. 
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reformation,  was  not  confined  to  the  ecclcfmftical  polity 
of  Great  Britain ; — it  obtained  likewife  abroad.  In  the 
diocefe  of  Cambray,  the  rural  chapters  were  much  con- 
cerned in  the  voluntary  correction  of  manners  and  refor- 
mation of  church  abufes  : — "In  hit  tapfwUs  de  morvm  Dtcma  a>»cti. 
corrections,  abufuum  reformatione,  de  decrctorum  facri  thu 


diaxefanarumjynodorum  (quatemts  cot,  eorumque  officium 
coneernwtt)  et  ji  qua  praterea-  ab  ordinariis  eis  mandata 
ertmt,  executions  traetetur;  qua  omnia  ut  ab  tit  quos  con- 
tingunt,  c4-act£ferr>cntur,fcrid  advigilabunt  tretatti  rttrales." 
Again : — *' A  JinguUt  pajioribut  mJbripHs  referatur  Jiatus  v«  bqwd 

fuorum  ecclejiarum;  itOm  quidquid  in  eis  def actus  animad-  tu.vi.ciV 
txr/umjuerit " — (P.  n.  T.  xix.  c.  xvi.)  "  Singuli  pa/fores  Vr*.  s^wd. 
liberi  pandent,"  fays  the  fynod  of  Antwerp  (J.D.  mdcx.),  ^j^S 
"Ji  infuit  out  vicinu  eccUjiis  aliquot  defectut  out  tranf-  %£$*'""& 
greffionet  anunadvertermt."  (Tit.  xvi.  en.)  p"SsfceBil"' 

To  enfure  the  prefentments  being  fully  made  on  thefe 
occafions,  the  anfcprinft*,  as  prefidents  of  the  t&aptrr- 
imm,  were  to  urge  the  fame  in  their  addreffes,  when 
exhorting  the  clergy  to  the  proper  performance  of  their 
other  duties  and  obfervances.  So  fpake  certain  Belgian 
fynods : — "  glrrlifpKSbsted  in  fain  capftuHs,"  fays  the  fynod  Sp**  b./™*. 
of  Boia-le-duc  (A.D.  mdcxii.),  "  tanquhm  pafiores  pajio-  m  c^.». 
rum,  et   congwgatfonfs  prafidet,  clericos   ad  Jiatutorum 

fynodaliwn  obfervantiam,  ac  diligentem  munerum  fuorum 
adimpletiontm  et  defectuum  fuorum  parochianorum  deela- 
rationem  put  et  ferid  oratiunculd  adhortabuntur.  Et  ft 
qua  not  ittis  Jignificata  aut  dicta  votuerimus,  ea  nojlro 
nomine  exponent :  deinde  locum  et  tempus  Jtngulis  paftori- 
bus  concedent  ad  fuas  difficultate*  in  medium  adferendum, 
et  Ji  quid  inter  cot  ad  tnutuam  benevolentiam  adducere 
D2 
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conabuntur"    Or,  if  the  arx&ptfrsts  themfelves  were  un- 
able to  deliver  fuch  exhortation,  they  were  to  depute 
fome  of  the  afiembled  clergy  to  the  office  : — "  Ut  omnes 
de  abujibus  aut  negligentiis  h  pofiremd  tongregatfone  per 
eos  obfervatisjinceri  deponant." 
dE^aLo-        "  0rri**wr*2  quotannis  bis  convocent  ttttatif  ad  fuos  ades 
MDLkxxtii       ttmnet  fuos  paftorts"  fays  the    fynod    of  Saint  Omer, 
p-"<  "ad  ea  qua  dinmus   tractanda;  fomil  und  aut   alter  A 

hebdomadd  ante  nojiram  fynodum  :  iterim  und  aut  alterd 
t  hebdomadd  ante  prbnam  Octobris.    Cum  enim  his  tempori- 

%  bus  betani  coram  nobis  explicare  debeant  totum  ecclejiarum 

Juarum  Jiatum;   oportet  ut  prius  cunt  pqftoribus  conne- 
niant,  atque  hi  particutarius  illisjcripto  exprejjum  tradant 
Jiatum  ilium,  et  exceffus:  deniqui  difficuUates  fuos  decla- 
rent,  ad  not  una>  cum  ecclejiarum  Jfatu  referendas." 
DtrttaOmetL       One  month  before  the  cfcapttr's  aifembling,  it  was 
Tit  xix.  »p. '  cautioufly  ordered,  in  the  diocefe  of  Cambray,  that  its 
n         approach  fhould  be  notified  to  the  biftiop ;  in  order  that 
he  might  delegate  fome  one  to  attend  at  it,  m  his  name, 
and  exprefs  his  whites ;   or  that  he  might  declare,  by 
letter,  fuch  matters  as  were  proper  for  the  consideration 
of  the  SESsion l. 

From  all  which  fynodical  legislation,  as  it  obtained  in 
Belgium,  Van  Efpen  juftly  concludes  the  fcope  of  thefe 
tapftulat  meetings  to  have  been  — "  Ut  abujibus  et  defec- 
tibus,  aut  difficultatibus,  vel  mutud  coUatione  occurri  et 
mederi  poffit;  vel  eorum  haberi  exacta  notitia;  qud  habitd 

CCRaUmag.  (')  The  fynod  of  Rouen  (A.D.  MOCiLV.)  bidw  ecclefioiHc  officers  to  be 

JWP.n.p.78.  fpecdally  careful— "  Qudd  virUUlr  etjUttiter  contra  BaiUivo*  etVke- 

comilei  man  data  curia  esequantur,  ac  etiam  contra  alios  pottntat. 

Qui  verd  negligent  vel  remiffiu  fttper  hoc  invtrdefur,  punittur ;  et  hoc 

eifdem  Dicanf  pretbyUrii  mJUit  C»y(tttK»." 
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de  omnibus  epij'copus  vnformetor  ;  et  ejus  auetoritate  quod 
expedirejudicabitur,  Jlatuatur." 

But  their  object  will  be  made  more  manifelt  (as  far  as 
the  prefent  branch  of  their  jurifdiction  is  the  fubject  of 
illuftration)  if  we  cite  in  detail  an  interefting  defcription 
of  this  kind  of  clerical  ronbmtton,  according  to  the  im- 
proved type  adopted  in  the  flxteenth  century  by  the 
celebrated  reformer  Borromeo,  archbifhop  of  Milan,  ss.ee.  Tom. 
The  whole  economy  of  fuch  a  meeting  is  circuimtantially  **'" 
fet  forth  in  the  firft  provincial  council  (A.D.  mdlxv.), 
under  the  fection  De  Meatus  forantis.    The  bfears,  it  is 
true,  are  mediate  between  our  titans  and  tbote pistopf ; 
and  therefore  the  local  gatherings  are  not  to  be  identified 
with  trtcanal  c&apttts,  ftrictly  fo  called;  but  the  approxi- 
mation of  the  bftatfal  to  the  trtcanal  function  is  near 
enough  to  admit  the  defcription  of  a  ceremony  in  which 
the  reader  will  fee  much  of  the  primitive  character  of 
thefe  ratal  deliberative  tontlabts;  much  that,  probably, 
obtained  in  the  "  conbentus  communes"  of  our   own 
church,  fpoken  of  by  Lyndwood ;  and  much  that,  in  iv™*™/*, 
modern  practice, he  might  (till  perhaps  approve.     Some  p.iV'^.Ynv. 
of  the  duties  mentioned  are  personal,  and  not  capitular ;  IIS*  *  t*M" 
but  it  appears  better  not  to  dUTever  them. 

The  fotancous  bftars  auembled  monthly,  at  the  parochial 
churches,  at  each  in  fucceflion,  with  the  presbyters  of 
their  refpective  diftricts,  as  already  ftated ;  and  then  the 
canon  proceeds : — .  ..."  Pridid  ejus  diet  qudm  in  unum 
locum  conveniant,  peccatafua  omnes  confitewtur  :  fequenti 
die  in  ed  ecclefid,  in  qud  coacti  fuerint,  miffam  JnguU 
ceUbrent" 

"  Turn  univerfi  in  choro  miffam  conventuaJem  pro  mor- 
tuis,  eel  de  Sanclo  Spiritu,  folenni  more  canent;   in  qud 
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eorum  aliquis,  &  bftnrto  prius   admonitus,  condonem  ad 
populism  kabeai." 

"  Confectis  facris  et  kabitd  procejfione  circa  cameterutm, 
oratiombufque  confuetis,  in  dotno  reciorut  illiut  eccUfia, 
unico  tantum  fercuio  contenti,  ed  qud  decet  madeftid  et 
caritate,  cibum  capiant." 

"Deindi  conferant  inter  fe  qua  ad  boni  paftorit  offiaum, 
ct  ad  curam  anmarum  recti  gerendam  pertinent:  et 
confidant  de  difficultatibus  et  incommodit  Jiia  parochia, 
quorum  esplicatio,  vel  remedium,  aUorum  con/ilium  et 
operam  requirat.  Iidem  autem  bftatff  libellum  de  cafibus 
conjcientia  epifcopis,  ac  fedi  apoftoUca  refervatis,  metro- 
poliiani  curd  edendum,  reUquis  Jacerdotibus  tegent;  et 
aliquot  capita  turn  harum  conjlitutumum,  turn  eorum  qua 
in  fynodo  diacefand  decementur,  jtmulque  quidpiam  ex 
probatdfummd  de  cafibus  confcientia  explicabunt." 

"  Pracipui  autem  de  presbyterorum  vita*  et  tnoribus 
quezranty  et  quotes  fe  m  paftorali  prabeant  curd." 

"  An  eorum  culpd  divinus  in  ecctefid  cuUus  defide- 
retur  ?" 

"  An  re  ipfe.  prafientur  ea,  qua  epifcopi,  vel  alii  eorum 
nomine  in  ecctefiarum  neceffitatem,  earumve  reparaUonem 
impendijujfermt  t" 

"  An  libras  habeant,  quos  ex  decreto,  habere  debentf" 

"  An  reliqua  in  hoc  fynodo  decreta  feroentur  ?" 

"  De  his  omnibus,  et  Ji  quid  proprii  manddrit  epifeo- 
pus,  deque  aliis  qua  ad  utilitatem  anmarum  epifcopi 
cognitionem  defiderant,  ipfum  per  Uteras  diligenter  cer- 
tioremfacutnt." 

"  Quoties  in  urbem  venerint,  primum  epifcopum  adeant; 
deque  eorum  Jlatu,  qui  fibi  commiffi  funt,  accurate 
edoceant." 
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"  Curati  verd  quicumque,  eiiamfi  qu&vis  dignitate  pree- 
diti,  in  iis,  quae  ad  qfficivm  fuum  Jpectant,  bfrarifg  quos 
diximus  obtemperent." 

"  Qudd  Ji  aSqui  ad  conveniendum  negligentes,  vel  ad 
mandate  eorumdem  bftartoram  exequenda  contumaces  fu- 
erint  ;  epifcopi  in  ilios  pro  modo  culpa  anhnadvertant.'' 

"  Hi  autem  bitatii  voluntate  epifcopi  ah  officio  antoveri 
jbnpir  pojfint ,-  ac  ji  male  id  adminijirarint,  pwnas  dent 
qufdem  epybopijudicio '." 

The  Milanefc  bimn,  it  here  feems,  were  in  the  habit  of 
laying  the  ftate  of  their  respective  bfcatfates  (whether 
obtained  from  perfonal  violation,  or  from  the  repre/enta- 
tion  of  the  clergy  convened  as  above)  before  the  bifliop, 
and  receiving  his  inftructions  thereon  :  and  Van  Efpen 
relates  fuch  to  have  been  the  general  cuftom  of  the  Bel- 
gian churches : — "  Ut  quotannis,  certo  defignatoque  die,  *r.*eiow». 
omnet  aTtiiiptrsfeBttri  epifcopum  accedaht,  atqtte  coin  illo  de  p»«- 
fiatufuorwn  refpeetivi  diflrictuum  conferant,  exponantque 
quid  JinguU,  tdm  in  vifitatione,  turn  congregation  (bus 
pastorttm  ant    atiundi  ob/ervarmt ;    qtadquid  pro  bono 


(')  See  alio    the    Conritium  Aqutnfe  (Spnrnoli,  Partr.  §  in.),  De  5&CC.T™. 

Wc»rif«6«flwiil,underArchtii(hopAleiander  Canigtaa  (J.D.  hdlxxxv.);  "da™"'"'"' 
who  appointed  thefe  officers  in  the  diocefe  of  Acqui  over  eight  or  fen 
contiguous  parifti  churches :  — "  conflihtfo  sicxtftttt  in  aliquo  loco  tn- 
Jigmori  et  frtqiuntiori." —  "  JUu  autem,"  continues  the  canon,  "  earn 
facuUaterii  trtimere  potent  epifcopu*,  quam  ipft,  et  pro  Hiorum  erudi- 
tion*, et  pro  locorvm  temporumve  ratione,  tribuendam  oenfueriL"    The 
regulations,  in  genera],  are  confonant  to  thofe  of  Milan ;  as  are,  like  wife, 
thofe  of  the  Concilium  Toto/anum  cap.  vi.  De    bUaxii*  fotanri*,  cele-  CoLllSl. 
brated  (A.D.  hdxc.)  tinder  ArchbUhop  Cardinal  Francis  de  Joyofa. 
Upon  ell  thefe,  the  Concilium  Aquileien.fi  (A.D.  mdxcvi.)  has  again  col.  1418. 
accumulated  others.     The  office  la  farther  noticed,  at  length,  in   the  tUnti  Smepiem. 

-,.,...,..  ,._  .  ^  <ufM.CC.Toa. 

Conahum  Jmalp/atanum  {A.D.  mdxcvii).  v.  ™i.  13S6. 
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parochiarumjlatuendum  judicartnt ;  ac  deindi  pqft  mu- 
tuant collationem,  maturamque  detiberationem  audiant, 
qua  projalute,  ac  utiState  ammarum  epifcopus  Jiatuenda 
et  ordinanda  duxerit."  It  does  not  appear  that  thefe  re- 
ports were  delivered  at  the  diocefan  fynods  alone,  as 
elfewhere  ftated,  but  on  certain  other  days  appointed 
for  the  purpofe,  both  in  Belgium  and  Milan. 
t  The  council  of  Rouen  (AM.  mdlxxxi.)  orders  an  an- 
p.n.  l  i™  '  nual  repetition  of  the  Tridentine  creed  by  the  clergy  at 
iv""'  p  *'  the  epifcopal  fynod,  or  at  the  toetatul  fenlrnBa : — it  de- 
clares the  great  antiquity  of  the  latter  tonbrntfon*— their 
object,  and  then  abufed  condition  —  the  fouleft  vices, 
drankennefs,  and  fimoniacal  exactions,  having  found 
admiflion  into  mrrtfngs  which  originally  were  mftituted 
expreflly  "  ad  cenjuram  morum  agendam  &c."  As  an 
effectual  way  of  lettering  thefe  abufes,  the  councils  of 
JSUJKSis  Rouen,  Rheims,  and  others,  reduced  the  frequency  of  the 
taltnbs.  So  that,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear,  at  one  and 
the  lame  time,  and  equally  influenced  by  fervent  zeal 
}w*^m?v  *°r  'ne  golfer6  of  their  refpective  churches,  the  Milanefe 
councils  were  buflly  engaged  in  instituting  or  multiply- 
ing thefe  ratal  aswmblfw  of  the  dtfirfct  clergy,  while  the 
Gallican  fynods  were  as  eager  for  their  reduction,  and 
ahnoft  entirely  annihilated  them : — "  Nemo  vcrd  nefcit 
optima  quaque  defcifcere  et  degenerare;  recenter  efflo- 
refcere  et  nov'ttate  fud  commendari  res,  qua  Ion  go  pqfl 
ufu  vitiantur  etjbrdefcunt." 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

Con  test  ious  Jurisdiction. 


N    their  legitimate   conftitution,    our    turf-  

ottanal   tonbtntfons   (otherwife   called  cfjap-  Kli'™' "' 
ttft,  tavittoi<xtt$,Tta\tTita,  SBttolis,  and  sessions)  s8*cc.t^9L 
mult  be  confidered  as  exorcifing,  jtrmcipally ,  ** ™L*3- 
the  kind  of  jurifdiction]  we  have  been  describing ;  viz.  <&&.,  vol  ». 
a  voluntary,  and  not  a  contentious  jurifdiction.     But, P' 
ihere  was  a  time  when  they  were  acknowledged  in 
England,  France,  Germany,  and  fome  minor  European 
States,  as  rural  courts  of  (E&tfstfaiifrg,  fubject  to  the  arrft- 
prEflbpter  of  each  btanrj?,  as  their  judicial  prefident,  with 
the  dignified  title   of  Betanus    ®  fcrlstianfta  tis ' ;    from 


(')  Scitmil   epiistUmfUti*.-— Mr.  Soraner,  in  his  ( 
Hi/torue  Anglicana,  Scriptoret  X.,  thus  explains  this  title,  aa  it  occurs 
in  the  Chronica  W.  Thorn,  coL  1961.  L  23.  (A.D.  hcosciii.) — "  Quern 
recntfioKf  Qtcanum  ruraltm,  et  exteri  ar$intft$gttmii  nUanura,  anti- 
quioret  Angli  JPtramm  t^rittumttatU  weAwti."     And  again,  in  t. 
«fcrf#lfmit*tff(  (Sun.  Duuehn.  Sijl  col.  54.  L  50.  item.  55.  \A.  De  gejl 
Reg.  Angl  col.  287.  1. 65.)  he  illnftrutes  the  term  from  the  notes  of 
Sdden  on  Eadtner,  p.  208 : — "  C&rfettsnfta*,  et  ea  qua  ad  <Kbti«iani-  j.m^kw,, 
tatm  pertinent  pa/Hm,  apud  Eadmerum  atque  alio*  illiti*  «w  fcrip-  S^S^t' 
tore*,  fimeiionem  epijhopalem,  atque  fori  facri  actionem  et  adminiftra-  -Spirt fcs™, <--.>!. 
(iowm  _^u  ojiciim  epijbopale,  ut  ufitat&i  appellator,  denotanL — Hinc  toMmI'  &*"' 
opiuf  no*  /ora  Jaera,  quSnu.jure  nempi  communi  fubnixi* ;  out  epi- 
fcopi  pnejimt,  out  ii  qui  eo  nomine  epijeopot,  tttpote  quo*  praoocare 
tictt,fafpieiant,  curia  fXfKi*tfamitattf3  «#a»utum  vocitantur." 

The  render  will  find  more  information  on  this  fubject  in  Mr.  Somner's 
Antiquities   o/*  Canterbury,   Parti,  pp.  177—8;— in  Father  Ronviere's 

"*°"    Coo 
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whom  appeal  lay  to  the  fuperior  tonrt-ffii&rlstfan  of  the 
diocefan  biihop. 

In  which  view,  the  tftnptr r,  whether  monthly  or  ywar- 


flj/Vy  of  SL  Johrit  Monaftery  at  RAamt,  pp.  628-9  ; — and  Ducange's 
Gloffhry  in  v.  Sfiriilttanitas,— ®6t(fftianitat{#  StrsituK,  &c.    But  I  would 
have  him  beware  of  a  long  marginal  note  under  tint  title,  in  the  Ap- 
pendix to  Mr.  Brown's  Fafiicviui  Rerum,  p.  364. — where,  while  finding 
fault  with  the  remarks  of  die  antiquarian  lexicographer  Dncange,  Mr. 
Brown  fiJle  Into  the  too  common  miftake  of  confounding  the  Bean  if 
«brt«t*nttjr  with  the  [stbrtral  bran :  for  which  he  is  Iharpry  rebuked 
■  by  the  Bifhop  of  Peterborough,  in  his  Paroc/Ad  AntiquitUi,  Vol.  n. 
pp.341,  feqq.      Kennett  (loc.  cit.)  may  be  referred  to,  as  ufual,  'with 
advantage  on  the  title  of  brramia  Cfctf*nanitat(» ;  —  which  he  lays  was 
always  applicable  to  the  bran  rural,  and  never  to  the  tatbrbral  bean, 
limply  aa  fncb,  bat  only  as  connected  with  urban  or  rural  churches,  to 
which  he  might  have  accidental  relation,  and  over  which  exercife  official 
jurifdk-tion.     In  which  fenfe,   alio,  conventual  brans'  Jbmd&mei  were 
termed  Deans  of  0fexijttfanfto. 
HijL  of  Mm-         From  this  ftatement  Mr.  Whitaker  diflenta  ;  and  Mr.  Johnfim  qnef- 
p.  J96-'    °    '     t'on9  >u  truth.     The  Hiflorian  of  Mancheftw  fays,  "  Kennett  baa  pro- 
duced no  proof  mat  the  ratal  bran  is  the  fame  with  the  brtaane  <£bti«- 
tfanitati* ;  and  the  Benedictine  enlargera  of  Dmfrefha'a  Qlofary  appeal, 
in  corroboration  of  the  opinion,  to  a  fingle  foreign  cafe."  Still,  I  agree 
with  the  Vicar  of  Ambrofdan,  tha  fact  is  fo  ;  and  to  the  feliiary  inftanee 
cited  from  a  record  of  Stephen,  bifhop  of  Tournay,  (A.D.  ucicn.),  in 
the  feeond  Volume  of  Mirsaua,  I  have  added  innumerable  others,  and 
Dareta  Cimcii.    thereby  eflabufhod  the  troth  of  Kennelta  firft  affertion.    The  aantme*  et 
Gmtneaau,      &„„&  0f  the  provincial  council  of  Oambray  (A.D.  mdlxv.),  de  SehoOt, 
P  cap.  i.  can.  vi.,  pointedly  affirm  the  identity  of  vatW  of  «bri]Kiaauj 

and  sum  rural — "  Becaai  auiem  rasalc*,  euot  (Cbritftuattatfe  appel- 
lant, &c." 
Cadu  i.KJ.  Gibfon  leaves  it  to  the  judgment  of  the  reader,  whether  any  other  bean 
lautm9'  befide>  ***  **am**  urianM  had  the  frjle  of  eetattne  «brf«ta*ltati«  j 
after  telling  him,  that,  in  a  visitation  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Exeter,  it  is 
particularly  fatd  concerning  the  citn-toantn,  "  In  btrxaatu  8bri«ttaaf- 
tati*  datatii  Emm,  Ac." 
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fer^y,  was  an  infpectional  and  correctional  court  *  of  fpiri- 
tual  judicature;  wherein  much  of  the  contentious  juris- 
diction which  now  belongs  to  the  ecclefiaftical  courts  was 
originally  transacted,  perfonal  fuits  were  adjufted,  and, 
upon  formal  prefentment  made  of  offenders  againft  the 
laws  and  difcrpline  of  the  church,  the  bean,  after  exami- 


Let  me  arid,  tint  in  the  confiftorial  regiftry  of  the  discern  of  Dublin,  Huitil  Wan, 
the  firft  of  the  twal  burnt**  is  "  SfWMtwi  epriltttatutatfit  Dublin."  Vol.i.  p.i»- 
One  of  the  ecclefiaftical  divifiona  of  the  county  of  Leicefter  is  called  B^hatftufte, 
Srcsnatuft  (Sbrfitianltaite.     In  Pope  Nicholas's  Valor, -we  have,  in  the  p,8S- 
archdeaconry  of  York,  brtavattlg  &tirt*tfanitatt«  E6or. ;  and  in  the  Valor 
of  Henry  VIII.  we  have  kt eaaarms  «fctfjtfl«r«ttetffS  finm,  VoL  u.  p.  313 ; 
and  teuiwtmt  aprlstianltatid  WarvM.  Dime.  Wtgovn.  VoL  in.  p.  91. 

Dr.  Attetbury,  in  bia  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  Vie  Archdeaconry  of  Carnfimdiaci, 
Totneft,  fuggefts  that  the  Iran  tuial  had  the  title  of  Stcsnu*  ®pri«danU  ^„  "' 
raff*  beAowed  on  him,  becanfe  "  he  took  order  for,  and  certified  the 
execution  of  proceffes  and  decrees  ont  of  the  fnperior  court- fit  pttgtUn." 
But  be  afterwards  altered  his  opinion ;  or,  at  lend,  fo  far  doubted  the 
correctnefa  of  it,  that  he  (truck  the  paragraph  ont  of  the  manufcript  copy 
of  the  addrtft  in  Ida  own  pouelDon. 

The  learned  author  of  the  Veto*  it  Nova  Eedffiat  Difciphna  has  a 
notion  upon  the  fnbject  peculiar  to  blmfelf.     It  U  ingenious;  and  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  fees,  it  elfewhere,  except  in  Morifan  (at  JSrato- 
fejfijf,  cap.  xiv.  p.  271.),  who  derived  it  from  Thomefun ! — "  Nan  mihi  rttu  a  Nova 
tamper©,''  five  the  latter,  "quin  Ate  obiter  dicam,  probab&tZr  fatit con-  fffit^? 
jid,  hot  eprfttiimitatuin  Wane*  nommari  propUrea  qadd  tit  pnsfioe-  rTuku.c.Ti. 
renter  ecdejm,  quatfuprhfemei  el  iterim  advertimu*  pleba  effh  dictat; 
quddqut  in  Xi  baptifmut  ceUbraretur  eorum  omnium,  qui  toto  omnatu 
Ulo  nati  eraxt  parmtlorum,  boftifinala  ccvlefia*.     Id  oerte  Jimat  Gal- 
lico  tUamrntno  idiomaU  ear  ilia  &b[Utimnati*." 

(')  "  Though  the  bifhop  fat  in  the  fame  court  with  the  fheriff,  to  hear  QMoasPrtfiict 
and  determine  fuch  caofea  aa  belonged  to  ecclefiaftical  cognifance;   yet  ""'G*** I.E.  A. 
the  correction  of  manners  and  ponifhment  of  vice  was  not  tranfacted 
there,  but  in  vifitationa,  fynoda,  and  rural  rhapttts,  and,  as  occafioD 
required,  by  fpecial  comnufBons  from  the  bifhop." 
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nation,  and proof  of  minpt  irregularities,  udnumijhed  the 

parties,  and  exhorted  them  to  repentance  .and  amend- 

soadwjVB,**  ment ;  while,  for  the  guilt  of  any  greater  crime,  he  had 

Vol  1. 1  vi. '    power  to  fufpend  laymen  from  the  facraments,  and  clergy- 

v,sx  men  from  the  execution  of  their- office  :   but,  according 

to  the  dean  of  Gtoucefter  and  the  bifhop  of  Peterborough, 

he  could  not  proceed  to  any  greater  punifiiment1. 

c£r£i?iB<m     "  Tlie  WUjct-CEftristfap  is  fo  called,"  lays  Fuller, "  becaufe 

p.  si.  '  therein  the  laws  of  Chrift  do,  or  flioultl,  bear  the  decifive 

fway  ;  whilit  the  ftatutes  of  fecular  princes  regulate  the 

proceedings  in  other  courts,"    Accordingly,, in  the  btan- 

tural's  court,,  Uie  code:ecclefiaitic  alone  obtained.    It  was 

fo  decreed,  by  the  twenty-eighth  canon,  pf.the.cquncil.oi* 

2HM"5*J-   Rouen  ,(^J?-mopxxxi.)— -"Quid  caitfte  eccfy/tqftkte  coram 

iv.«.Li7fc      Uttanfs  ruralfbas  &c.'  fecu^dum  jura  fcckftaftica  traet&i- 

jv». p. i  pisa.  tur,  ct.  nqn.ne?  i^odun\  cur^t  fawlajw,"    And  this  code 

wSSft*  tyfi  ^'"^  was  (p  adj^uLae^.^iifri^a  readinefe  and  ..zeal, 

(')  Such  a  tonrHJtbtiiltUti,  under  the  jnrifdicfion  of  the  Ota*,  (till 
obtains  La  the  ratal  DfUK8trK  or  Jerfey  and  Gneraley ;  where,  in  the 
abfenea.  of 'higher  ehwfth  micttowiriea;  the  primith*  authority  of  the 
veronal  office  m  ftipportedanfull  vigour..     ■->... 
C*rt™.  ly  As  the  baUtyfo  at  tht  h**£*>f  the  (Aril  juitfdlctiBn,  Mr.  Falle  tells  m, 

p"l6sf  U°™11'  fo- In  Bketpaoner-w  ♦*».»!•«■  iat  *Sb  head  of  the  fpmtnal;  and  aa  one 
has  the  j«r«ti  for  trie  affeflbafcfo  -has  fte  other  the  .rectors  of  the  churches, 
th*  roftitutod1  miniften  coming  in  frr  a  pftrlieipation  of  the  eodefiaitieal 
rt^jimrai— a-priinrtw*  partnerfcip  of  oknroh  'p*wbiy  in  ■jriMJoa  of  thofe 
ancient  cotuicus  of  priatnv  whom  the  ho  (hop  took  to  fib  with  bin  in  hia 
L-onfiftory,  sad  ailill  hunin  judging- caofa  brungfat  before  hrm.1  Twosr 
three  nuoiAera,  with  the  tlfitB,  or  bict-lran,  fuftwe  to  hold  a  eomtt ;  but 
as  many  as  pleafe  may  come,  and  die  opinion  of  all  prefent  is  taken  : — 
"  Le  Bantn,  out  oavfc*  ? ui  fe  traittront  en  CMrfa  demtindera  Fadvu  et 
opinion  dt*  miMtfiret  qui  pour  lanfirmU  pre/ento."  (82.)  "  Jt  aura  la 
connojffimce  dt  UnUe*  chofet  fas  roncermni  ie  finice  de  Dimj,  predica- 
tion dt  la  parole,  adminiftration  de*  facrcmem,  eaufei  matrimonialu, 
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difpenfing  juftfce  to  cumplaiiiantM,  and  defending  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  the  church.  But,  being  merely  8 
vicarious  and  delegate  judge,  he  was  never  to  hear 
caufes,  or  hold  pleas,  in  the  prefence  of  the  bilhop : — 
"  Ne  quit  archidiaconus,  artftfprrsfijntr,  et  alii  minores  ss.cc  Tom. 
preelati  jurifdictionem  ecclefiafivcam  habentes,  caufas 
audiant,  feu  placita  teneant,  presfentibut  Juts  cpifcopis  ; 
fed  lortgb  ab  xpfis  faciani,  fuper  his  quod  viderint,  ex- 
pedire,  &c."  (A.D.  mccliii.) 

Whenever  fummoned  by  their  beans,  the  parochial 
presbyters  are  commanded  by  the  fynod  of  Conftance 
{A.D.  mccc.)  to  aflemble  and  form  fuch  a  tonsfsiotfa! 
tturt,  and  to  tender  their  judicial  presentments  : — "Pra-  ss.cc.Tvm. 

,.  ,     .      .  ..  \  ....  xiv.  (oL  1MB. 

apmu*  quad  preabt/ten  porochioies,  qui  legitimam  excu-  cctuumag. 
fationem  mm  Aabuerint,  ad  loca  et  dies  pro  audiendis  £*%*'"' 
cauSs  Jiatutos  h  Itumv&fuis  convenient,  et  ea  qua  in  pa-  sfi!?J£f' 
rockiisfuis  emendanda  fuerint eis  infinueht,  ut  in  eorum 
prafentid  profit  juflvm  fuerit  habeatur  contractus.    Et  ea 


examen  et  eenfure  de  too*  papi/te*,  wfevjam,  herettqmee,  iAdtatrte,  et 
fchifmaiique*,  parjuret  en  caufe*  eccUfiafHtpte*,  btafphtmaUurs,  etwr 
qui  oat  reoour*  aus  ftroier*,  inetftueuz,  adulter*,  paUiard*,  yvrogtte* 
ordmaira,  et  pvbtirj  profaTuitear*  da  Sabbat;  cemme  atiffif  la  prafa- 
nation  dee  templet  et  cimetiere*.  du  mejpri*  et  nffenfen  ctmmafee  en 
court,  ou  centre  attcun*  de*  ojfimtrt  (Ficelle  en  execution  ate  mandate 
de  la  tmrt;  de*  divorce*,  etfeparation  h  thorn  et  menfd;  Ovec  pouvoir 
de  let  ctnfiirer  et  punir  felon  la  loi*  ecdSfiajHqve*,  fan*  exdurre  la 
p*i0anoe  da  magjftrat  civil  au  regard-  de  la  punition  corporeUe  poor 
lei  dit*  crime*."  For  the  other  powers  of  the  atm  and  his  CMKt,  Jee 
the  canou  of  King  James  (A.D.  mdcihii.),  in  Falle'a  Appendix;  and 
the  comroiffiou  of  Brownlow  North,  biftiop  of  Wincliefter,  to  Stall  Du- 
raud,  in  Berry's  Buemfey,  p.  263.  From  theTe  rural  tOtttta-Sbriritian 
appeal  lies  to  the  bifhop  of  Winton,  or  the  archbifhop  of  Canterbury, 
in  perfon.  In  cafe  of  Tacancy  of  the  diocefan  fee. 
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qua  tn  toBS&torio  tfttanorum  fient,  juxta  igforum  teJUmo- 

ttium  obtmeant  formitatem."    And  fo  Mr.  Whitaker  ob- 

iiffiavtftta-  ferves  of  Englilh  ufage: — "  Befides  the  extraordinary 

B.  ii. » iV ""  provifions  for  the  fupport  of  difcipline,  the  Ittan,  like  the 

p  ,!S  archdeacon  and  bifhop,  had  a  tegular  watt ;  at  which 

only  fome  of  the  nearer  minifters  were  obliged  to  attend, 

and  fuch  as  were  engaged  to  prqfecule  caufes  for  them- 

felres  or  their  parilhionera.     In  which  view,  the  arcana! 

t&aptrt-tourt  was  the  stan&fng  tonsistorg  of  the  diftrict. 

That  the  judicial  character  of  the  bean  rural,  both  in 
his  individual  capacity  and  in  connexion  with  his  rourt- 
(Sfcristfan,  has  been  difputed  by  certain  ancient  and 
modern  canonifts,  I  am  fully  aware.  From  John  de 
<^j£j£"'  ***■  Athon'Bglofs,in  v. "  erubefcunt"  of  Otho's  Cojiftitution  de 
confejionibus  &c,  it  would  appear  that  the  Bran's  autho- 
rity over  the  clergy  extended  only  to  cognitional  jurif- 
dietion :— "  Cum  talis  otcatruft  faitim  de  confuetudine  vice 
archidiaconi  jurifdictionem  habct  cogwtionalem  quoad 
effectum  corrigendi,  licit  non  quoad  effectum  removendi 
tales  h  villkatione  et  fufpendendo  eos  ab  officio."  And 
Lyndwood,  Barbofa,  Corvinus,  Godolphin,  and  others 
of  later  date,  are  not  more  liberal  to  him,  either  alone, 
or  in  connexion  with  his  tfiaplrr. 
n*  caxmicu  it  The  bifhop  of  Saint  David's  limits  his  interference  to 
c.vi.  p.«9.  '  the  kjer  cenfwes  for  light  offences,  making  him  refer 
greater  matters  to  the  fuperior  ordinary.  Auguftin 
Barbofa  deprives  him  of  all  contentious  jiirifdiction,  in 
accordance,  as  he  fays,  with  the  canon-law  deciflon,  that 
the  artljjiifest  "  non  pojfe  procedere  contra  quemquam  in 
Jtgurd  judicii, . . .  quia  arc&tnrtsbgtn  non  habet  jurifdic- 
tionem fori  contentiq/i  in  parockianos,  Jed  tantum  fori 
panitentialis."     Then,   again,  to  the   queftion — "An 

Jigged  byG00gIe 


S.  JJ.  C.  IV.]  IfatintM  of  Kmri  $fctftmi.—  entratttM  gMtflrtton.  47 

fw$/  yift  inobedientes  in  ejus  officio  coercere  eifque  pcenam 
injungere  t" — it  is  quoted,  as  a  fstisfactory  reply,  "  Eum 
turn  poffe  inobedientes  in  ejus  officio  coercere,  nee  pcenam 
eis  injungere,  cum  corrigere,  et  imponerc  pamas  abjque 
jwifdictioTM  eff'e  non  pojfit,  quam  ard&  tpriBbgttt  non  habet, 
lick  habent  facultiitem  tot  admonendi,  ut  munera  eis 
injungenda  preejient,  et  faeienda  fuo  loco,  et  tempore 
faciant,  prout  decet;  in  cqfu  inobedientia,  habet  facuita- 
tem  referendi  omnia  epijbopo  ad  effectum,  ut  contra  eqfdem, 
prout  lUi  vi/umfuerit  expedire,  procedat."  Nor  does  this 
ftatement  militate,  it  is  laid,  againft  the  glofs  upon  the 
word  "referre"  in  the  canon-law;  which  gives  to  the 
anftprnstiQter  the  power  of  deciding  letter  matters  himfelf, 
"quia  mtelHgi  debet  de  hie  minoribus,jeu  minimis,  qua 
deterrmhare  poffit,  abjque  figwd  judidi  vtl  in  jigurd 
judicU,fecundum  tamen  ordinem  ipjius  epifcopi,  Sec." 

Arnold  Corvin  A  Belderen  reftricta  die  jurifdiction  jv.  Cmn.Hr 
both  of  urban  and  of  ratal  attfiptexbsten  :— "  Habent  atrbf-  $*t£h.  ' 
ptesbgttrf  jurifdietionem  volimtariam,  non  contenUofam,  nee 
territorutm  uUum,  mfi  inforo  peenitentiali,  *c." 

Laftly,  Godolphin  fays,  "  The  tural  Btan  has  no  abfo-  JUperur.c**m. 
lute  judicial  power  in  himfelf;  but  is  only,  by  the  direc-  (4)  ™"  p' 
Hon  of  the  bifhop  or  archdeacon,  to  order  and  prepare 
ecdeflaftical  affairs  within  his  tttantg  and  precinct  ;" — no 
refervatioa,  as  it  feemB,  being  made  in  favour  of  his 
ancient  tcrott-dtbrfetfan. 

But,  while  the  fore-cited  canonifts  thus  withhold  from 
the  bean  all  contentious  jurifdiction  and  judicial  power, 
both  in  and  out  of  his  cftapKr-court,  Thoroaffin1,  Kennett, 

(')  See  a  long  extract  from  Thomaflin,  hereafter  quoted  in  Sect,  in., 
where  be  fpeaks  of  "  vafta  ilia  aicfcif  rtrf)j>tttomm  quondam  jurij&ictio 
cmtentiofa,  &c"     V.  tt  N.  E.  D.  Tom.  i.  P.  i.  L.  n.  c  vi.  p.  230.  vu. 
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Brcwfter,  and  other1  equally  able  expofitors  of  the  con- 
stitution of  the  office  as  it  obtained  in  England  and  on 
the  continent,  aver  that,  in  feet,  fuch  abfolute  or  delegate 
capacity  of  judgment  was  heretofore  exercifed  by  the 
bean  and  cfcanter.  And,  by  the  Provincial  Conftitutiona 
■  of  the  fynod  of  Salzburg,  at  a  comparatively  late  date 
■■****■>  (A.D.  MDLxix.),  and  after  their  general  powers  had  been 
f-122'  much  impaired,  beans  rural  appear  to  have  enjoyed  full 

judicial  power  by  epifcopal  commiffion.  They  are  en- 
joined to  act  up  to  the  expectation  of  the  public,  and 
the  fatisfaction  of  the  biftiop : — "  Non  lucrum  negue 
munera  rejpicientcs,  fed  quodjuftum  eft  et  rectum  judi- 
cantes,  nemini  ad  malum,  vel  turpitudmem  habenas  lax- 
atites,  neque  illorum  pravtt  actibus  conniventet ;  varum  eos, 
juxta  demerita,  acriter  punientes,  ct  unicuiquc  quod  eequita* 
exigti  tribuentes." 

Whether  the  rural  beans  of  Great  Britain  exercifed 
any  judicial  powers  in  their  feparate  capacity,  inde- 
pendent of  their  tapftttla,  Mr.  Brewfter  acknowledges  to 
be  not  altogether  certain ;  and  thus  remarks  upon  it,  in 
cubetoKijfc-  reference  to  our  raoft  ancient  practice: — "  Kennett 
"am^         represents  Beans  rural  as  entrufted,  in  their  feparate  capa- 
5££25w    city,  to  take  purgations  for  incontinencies,  and  other 
v0Ln.p.3ss.    offences  againft  the  ecclefiaftical  laws.     But  this  may 
be  thought  in  fome  degree  inconflftent  with  the  terms 
nu  wiikiM,    of  the  ninth  law  of  King  Edward  the  Confeflbr,  as  it  is 
LL.As.p.m.  ^i^  which  requires  the  sfsftop's  minister,  ie.  as  the 
Editor  underftands  it,  the  rural  Bean,  to  attend  with  his 
clergy — clericu  fuu — viz.  thofe  within  his  tttanrn,  at 

(')  St  W.  Btnckftone  fays,  "  Howl  Drat*  feem  to  have  been  deputies 
of  the  bifhop,  and  armed,  in  minuter  matters,  with  an  inferior  degree  of 
judicial  and  cotrewt  authority." 
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the.  taking  .or  performing,  an  ordeal:   though,  perhaps,. 

the  ordeal  intended  by  this  law  might,  he  relative  pnly"|^'*Hl'1<T' 

to.  temporal  crimes ;  and  if  fo,  the  feeming  inconfiften- 

cies  of  the  antiquarian's  affertion  with  the  terms  of  the 

Confeflpr's  law  will  be  removed," 

"  However,. there,  feems  to  be  little  reafon  to  doubt  of 
the  authority  of  rural  titans,  in  refpect  to  their  taking 
cognifauce  of  incontinency  and  other  offences  againft 
the  fpiritua]  code,.. and  enjoining  to  the   offenders  a 
fuitahle  penance  for  the  fame ;  as  may  be  inferred  from 
the  cafe  of  the  turpi  bean,  when  a  complaint  was  made' 
to  King  Henry  H.  at  York,  againft  him,  by  a  burgefe  of  ■"•££  """*>■ 
Scarburg,  for  enjoining  a  penance  to  his  wife  for  incohti-  v<i  i.  pfSi. 
nency,  and  taking  from  her  twelve  pence,  by  way  of  nJJ£h,v'iil 
commutation  for  the  fame^  the  matter  of  winch  com- pI  ' 
plaint  feems  evidently  to  have  been  confined  to  two 
pai^ailarsronfe,  vi?...the  want  of  proper,  fufficient  evi- 
dence for  convicting  the  woman,  and  to  the  'taking  the 
money i  wjthout  the  leafy hint, of  a  charge,  in  refliect'to' 
an  unwarrantable  ufurpatlori  of  ^"ud^wrauthority  by  the 
titan  in*  directing,  the  penance',  in,  cafe  there  had  been 
legal  evidence  for  grounding  a  conviction."    But  upon 
this  head  we  need  fay  no  more.' 

The  tKtana(  jurifdiction,  we  may  conclude,  was  for  the 
moit  part  voluntary,  without  the  folemnity  of  judiciat 
proceis ; .  aud  fo  far  could  be  exercifed  without  the  inter- 
vention of  clerical  co-aiTeffors,  if  the  urgency  of  circum-  ..  '  .'  "' 
ftanoes  required  it,  and  the  duty  to  be' performed  was 
of  a  perionai  nature.  But,  whenever  it  affumed  a  de- 
cidedly contentious  character,  (and  fuch  fort  of  judicature, 
as  above  ihewn,  was  often,  exercifed  by  the  bian  rural,  as 
titan  of  ©JWstfanitB,  m  England,  and  many  parts  of  the 
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continent,  let  the  canonifts  fay  what  they  will  to  the 
contrary,)  the  tfiapttr  of  the  btanro,  it  feems  probable, 
was  always  an  official  party ;  and  on  fuch  occasions 
alone,  in  full  conststorp,  the  feverer  penalties  of  the 
fpiritual  code  -  were  inflicted  by  the  bean,  as  Judicial 
prefident  of  the  toutt. 

To  proceed  with  the  bufinefe  of  the  ratal  ctrart-QEfirfs- 
tfan ; — which  we  hare  denominated  an  infpectional  and 
correctional  consfslotg  for  the  fupport  of  church-dif- 
cipline  by  judicial  procefs,  when  required,  over  and 
above  its  voluntary  and  more  common  exercife  of 
power. 

The  fimpleft  form  of  judicial  procedure  in  the  rari- 
trecanal  cotut-C&rfstfon,  for  offences  againft  the  laws  and 
good  government  of  the  church  (the  fubject  matter  of 
all  prefentments),  is  that  delivered  at  the  York  council 
(A.D.  mcxcv.),  by  Archbifhop  Hubert,  in  the  reign  of 
Richard  I. — The  procefs  recommended  by  the  metro- 
politan, in  his  legatine  capacity,  forms  the  eighteenth  of 
his  Decreta.  It  is  elfewhere  cited  and  explained  (fee 
Part  iv.  Sect.  rv.  c.  a.) ;  and  we  need  here  note  only  as 
much  as  connects  it  with  our  prefent  fubject. — "xvm. 
ccm.BhB.  Sujpectus  de  crimine  per  famam  communem,  vel  verifimtlia 
indicia,  per  tttcattnm  lotf  admoneatur  famUiariter  femil, 
fecundd,  et  terttd,  ut  fe  corrigat;  quod  Ji  rum  feceril, 
truanug,  adjunciis  fibi  duobus,  eel  tribus,  penes  quos  ejus 
fama  laborat,  eum  corripial ;  Ji  nee  fie  videatur  corrigi, 
dicatur  ecciefiee  ;  fcilicet  arguatur  in  capitttlo,  ut  convietus, 
vel  confejjus,  canonici  puniatur ;  inficianti,  ji  convinci  non 
poterit,  canonica  purgatio  indicatur  &c.  &c."  Vide  plura 
in  loco,  and  alfo  in  the  Annates  Rogeri  de  Hoveden — 
Rerum  Anglicarum  Scriptores  poft  Bedam,  pp.  755—6. 
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No  perfon  could  be  thus  prefented'  judicially  at  the 
cotnMEfrfsttan  upon  charge,  unlets  his  excefles  were  of 
fuch  a  character  as  to  be  a  public  fcandal.    This  is 
implied  in  the  decree  of  Archbifhop  Hubert  juft  quoted ; 
and  in  others  of  later  date  it  is  expreflly  enacted.     Lefs 
flagrant  faults  were  the  fubject  of  private  correction- 
Such  was  the  prudent  arrangement  of  the  contemporary 
prelates,  Quivil  of  Exeter,  and  Gilbert  of  Chichefter : — 
"  Ne  quit  officialis,  tetanus,  aut  apparitor,  quenquam  ad  SM"'^ 
capfntlum,  evoeet,  wl  facial  evocari  fuper  crimme,  de  quo  "*■ 
publics,  turn  fuerit  print  defamatut;    olioquin  fuper  hoc 
convicti  hjuis  amoveantur  ojficiis."     Before  which  regu- 
lation, it  had  been  cuftomary,  it  feems,  for  fummoners, 
out  of  wanton  malice,  or  felf-intereft,  or  for  the  fake  of 
ingratiating  themfelves  with  their  matters  ("  to  bring 
much  grift  to  their  mills,"  fays  Prynne),  to  cite  perfons  Papa  vfiw 
before  the  wrart,  againft  whom  there  was  not  the  leaft  p.  i».  °"" ' 
fhadow  of  fufpicion. 

A  further  fource  of  annoyance  to  the  commonalty 
arofe  from  a  plurality  of  Oetanal  coiusfstorirs  and  officials, 
within  the  limits  of  the  fame  ttrtanatt :  —deputies  deciding 
caufes  therein  during  the  abfence  of  their  principals,  and 

(')  In  the  rural  totalities  of  Ouernfey  and  Jerfey  (where,  as  I  have  Cafarta.by 
before  remarked,  many  of  the  early  nfagea  connected  with  the  Drranal  aJl^  1™'' 
office  yet  furvive,  to  the  fnpport  of  ecclefiaftic  difcipliue  in  thofe  remote  V- 21B- 
parts  of  the  fee  of  Winchefier),  the  refbrmatioii  of  delinquents  is  attempted 
by  the  following  procefs  of  prefentment — I  quote  from  the  EccUJtaJUcal 
Canons  ofA.D.  mdcxxiii. — "  49.  S'il  parvienl  aux  oreUla  du  Donrn  par 
relation  de  gens  de  bicn,  que  qaelqu'un  vit  notoriement  en  tpielque  Jcan- 
daU,  it  en  pourra  avertir  le  minijlrt  et  lesfurveUlans  de  la  paraifle,  a/in 
one  fen  eftant  informes,  il*  prejentent  telle*  perfonnes  qui  meritenl  d'eftre 
ptaue*  on  cenfurfet." 
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the  latter  winking  at  the  fame,  for  their  own  private 
advantage,  to  the  detriment  of  the  public — "  Lucrum 
quarentes  proprium,  non  commodum  fubjectorum,  &c." 
This  abufe  the  fecond  canon  of  the  council  of  Poictiers 

wT^i  7iT  iA&-  mcclxxx.),  attempted  to  remedy : — "  Ne  aliquis 
tetanus,  vol  atc&tpresbgur,  in  pluribus  locis  et  villis  arc&f- 
prtsbpttratas  et  tsum&tw  fui,  caufarum  audi&itiam  convo- 

Thonaflin.  v.ei  car e,  vel  generality  exercere  prtEJumat,  fed  in  uno  loco 
Y  tantummodd  Jit  contentus, — nififunt  tales,  qui  vel  quorum 
pradecejfores  confueverunt  ob  ontiquo  in  duobus  villis  vel 
pluribua  audientiom  exercere.  Et  Mi  duorum  locorum  ad 
hoc  antiquitus  affuetorum  numerum  non  eaxedant."  More- 
over,  they  were  to  ufe  the  fame  feal  "  ad  cauj'as  et  con-  ' 
tractut"  in  both  places  of  toiwfstorg ;  and  were  not  to 
meddle  with  the  weightier  clafs  of  caufes,  matrimonial, 
flmoniacal,  ufurious,  and  luch  like. 

Again,  in  the  extreme  cafe  of  plurality  of  local  judi- 
catures, founded  on  long-eftablifhed  ufage,  it  was  de- 

Tktf.  A»*cd<*.  creed  by  the  Synodal  Statutes  of  the  bifhop  of  Nantes 
(AD.  mccclxxxix.)  can.  xvi.,  that  no  bean  ratal,  fo  pri- 
vileged, mould,  out  of  a  malicious  and  vexatious  fpirit, 
drag  perfons  under  citation  to  the  more  diftant  tribunals, 
for  the  fake  of  annoying  them.  If  any  one  ventured 
to  do  fo,  he  was  to  be  mulcted  in  a  heavy  pecuniary 
punifliment ;  and  the  perfons  furamoned  were  abfolved 
from  obedience  of  the  citation '. 

In  the  diocefe  of  Angiers  (A.D.  mcclxxxii.),  the  Synodal 


ifcTT'  He        Otno  ^■jLD-  MCC**XV"'}'  anwnff  oihtr  infringements  of  ecdeGaftic  priri- 

ScHFt."$'om.  i.    leges,  that  the  fecular  officers  abufed  the  perfons  of  the  apparitors,  bf  an*. 

nod  capellanes,  upon  fictitious  caufes  and  allegations,  incarcerating  them 
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artftprnfftptits,  and  the  four  rural  Seans  (between  whom  f.V 
the  different  diftricts  of  the  bifhopric  were  diftributed), 
two  or  three  urbecuke  refpectively  to  each,  "  ubi  caufas 
et  placita  audirent"  They  alio  limited  the  number  of 
apparitors  in  each  jurifdiction. 

In  perfonal  fuits,  ecclefiaftic  courts  of  all  denomina- 
tions, whether  epifcopal,  archidiaconal,  or  Irtranal,  were, 
by  a  Conftitution  of  Otho  De  pace  et  concordid  re/or-  cDoniMi,, 
mandA  {A.D.  mccxxxvii.),  enforced  by  a  Worcefter  canon  VparechilaAia 
of  Walter  de  Cantilupe  (A.D.  mccxl.)  and  many  others,  J^'Vo1  "' 
to  permit  litigants  to  withdraw  from  their  judicature, 
whenever  they  chofe,  by  compofition   or  arbitration ; 
— provided  the  bufraefs  was   of  fuch  a  nature   as  to 
be  within  the  pale  of  lawful  fettlement — "Nam  plura  cooaumi, 
funt  negotia,"  fays  the  gloffator,  "Juper  quibus  transigere  <ugoi«im. 
non  licet  nee  pacifci."    But  what  were,  and  what  were  not, 
open  to  compofition,  it  is  no  eafy  matter  to  determine. 

Under  circumftances  of  compofition,  the  Dublin  canon 
inflicts  no  penance,  "ni/i  eis  confiiterit  de  actoris  vel  ret  ^f'*?!*' 
calumnid  manifejia';"  and  Otho  allows  no  payment  to  be 
exacted,  "  niji  forti  judex  cum  ejfet  delegatus,"  in  the  gtinr  wKqH. 
words  of  John  de  Atho's  glofe, "  expenfas  in  causd  fecijfet 
quajibi  refundi  debent"     See  alio  Concil.  Rotomag.  can. 
xxv.  in  SS.  CC.  Tom.  xm.  col.  1255.  (A J),  mccxxxi.)  ; 
where  it  is  expreflly  ftated,  "  Si  partes  lUigantes  coram  cc.  a*™^. 
ejnfcopis,  feu  archidiaconis,  vel  Cetanfs  ruralftms,  transtgant  P.  °m,'' 


out  of  mere  malice  and  revenge. — "  Item,  Ballivi  dotnim  Rtgi*  cilnti  ad 
CUpitulutn  propter  peccala  Jua,  el  excrflu*  foa*  enormel,  Jingitnt  caufas 
ut  apparitoret,  OttanW,  vel  capellanot,  per  quo*  citati  Jiint,  capiant  et 
in  carcerem  deimdanl  ad  vindtdam." 
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we/  componant,  neutra  pars  pr&textu  alkiijm  confuetudinis 
emendamjudieum  propter  hoc  perfohere  minimi  tcncatur." 

cc.mr.hh.  Not  only  does  the  Winton  fynod  order  no  "amercia- 
mention  "  to  be  exacted  on  the  pacific  termination  of  an 
ecclefiaftical  fuit;  but,  in  every  cafe  of  appeal  to  the 
bifhop's  court  " ad  innocentia  prafidium"  commands 
beans  and  others  to  aid  appellants  in  advancing  their 

cc  m.  b.  tt  it.  fuit.  "  Item  prtecipimus,"  fays  a  namelefs  epifcopal  con- 
*"  ftitution  of  our  church  (circiter  A.D.  mccxxxvii.},  "  quod 
arc/adiaconus  et  ejus  officials  et  trttanf  paratos  fe  exhi- 
beant  et  Jlrenuos  ad  exfdbendum  conquerentibusju/litiam, 
et  ad  defenfionem  ecclejiajlica  libertatis,  et  pro  hitjufmodi 
it  quoquam  nihil  exigatur." 

ffiZcff™'-,        Extenfive  duties  of  arbitration  and  pacification  are 

Ttt.Tii.c».'  charged  on  the  titans  of  ffifn-fstfamtn  of  the  diocefe  of 
Ypres  by  the  fynod  of  mdlxxvii  : — "  Ncque  tantum  pref- 
byteris  et  clericis  trttanos  prtEpxi  intelligimus,fed  et  uni- 
verfo  populo  .-  fie,  ut  etiam  laid  infuia  difficultatibus,  quas 
forti  inter  fe  causd  negotiorum  ecclefia,  out  cum  fuis 
pajioribus  habent,  et  ex  quibufcumque  aliis  caufis,  anitnum 
ipforum  movenHbtu,pqffintliberi  adjuos  tfttanos  recurrere, 
et  illorum  confiUum  et  auxilium  implorare.  Neque  pote- 
runt  fcrxanf,  ab  incolisfuorum  ftetanatttem^c  requifiti,  ipjts 
officium  et  operant  /nam  fubtrahere  aid  denegare.  Quin~ 
imd,  intellects  hujit/modi  ipforum  differentUs  (etiam/i  h 
nemine  requirantur)  debent,  quantum  pojfunt,  ex  officio 
Mas  componere;  et  advigilare,  ut  ecdejitc  negotia  trac- 
tentur  et  Jiniantur  qud  convenit  maturitate  atque  concor- 
did.  Et  hitjufmodi  folicitudinis  et  laborum  intuitu  ipfis 
conceditur,  ut  annui  d-Jingulis  parochialibus  ecclejiis  fuo- 
rum  trecanatuum  octo,  decern,  vel  duodecim  Jluferos  reci- 
piant,  prout  hactenus  confuecerunt,fed  non  ampluta." 
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The  fpirituat  welfare  of  the  fuitors,  Van  Efpen  writes,  j»-&xW. 
Ihould  be  the  actuating  motive  of  the  attirtpttsbpttral  tm.t'i.™p.y. 
judges  and  arbitrators ;  and,  in  their  decisions  upon 
things  temporal,  they  Ihould  (hew  that  fuch  matters 
ought  to  be  lightly  eflimated,  in  comparifon  with  things 
fpiritual : — "  Recogitare  debent  attlifpugbgteri,  in  tuendis 
aid  exigendisjuribus,  prafertlm  temporalibus,Je  admodum 
moderatos  effe  debere.  Cum  enim  ipfijint  paftores  pafto- 
rum ;  etiam  officii  eorum  eft  pajtoribua  ojiendere,  et  Juo 
agendi  modo  vivaciter  imprimere,  qudd  prima  cura  et 
fudcitudo  effe  debeat  Jalua  animarum;  jura  verd  prtecipui 
temporalia  parum  effe  curanda;  maxims  ubi  eorum  rigo- 
rofa  exactia  nata  effet  projection  animarum  et  progreffum 
evangelu  impedire." 

Laftly,  by  a  canon  of  the  council  of  Rheims  (A.D.  ss.  cc.  Tom. 
mdlxxxiii.),  it  is  enacted,  "  Controcerjtaa  caufqfque  per- 
Jbnalet  quas  inter  viros  eccleftqfticot  Juboriri  compererint, 
qui  Jynodo  vtl  fialtnbfe  praejl,  amic^,jijieri  poffil,  com- 
ponat."    On  which  view  of  their  mediatorial  functions, 
rural  beans  were  fometimes,  on  appeals  to  the  archbifliop, 
delegated  referees  and  arbitrators : — witnefs  in  our  own  Bn«d->^ 
country,  at  a  much  earlier  period,  in  the  cafe  of  Robert  pp.3&-2fl.™' 
Grofletefte,  bilhop  of  Lincoln;    in  two  appeals  againft 
whom,  the  rural  titans  of  Cambridge  and  Abingdon  were 
appointed  by  Edmund,  archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  to  de- 
termine or  report   between  the  litigant  parties. — On 
which  occafions  of  perjonal  arbitration,  the  judgment 
of  the  r&aptrt  was  at  the  call  of  the  bean,  if  needed. 
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CHAPTER  V, 

Punishments  inflicted  by  Urn  a  I  eourtS-©iirifitfnn. 


SHE  offences  againft  public  decency  in  morals 
and  religion,  cognifabJe  by  our   local  tutfa; 
ffljristianf  tails,  we  have  l'ufficiently  detailed 
J*  under  the  divifion  of  Perfonal  Duties .-    we 
now  have  to  look  to  the  penal  confequences  of  thofe 
'*  fcandalous  crimes." 

The  cenfures  and  pumjhments  impofed  by  beans  rural, 
in  their  judicial  capacity,  either  by  temporary  commif- 
fion,  or  permanent  delegation,  of  their  fuperiors  (for  the 
economy  of  the  office  differed  much  upon  this  point  in 
different  diocefes),  were,  monition,  purgation,  penance, 
fufpenfion  ab  ingrejj'u  ecclejta;,  fufpenfion  ab  officio  et 
beneficio,  and  excommunication.    Monition  needs  no  re- 
sm  Pun  it.  i  iv.  mark :  of  purgation  and  penance  I  have  already  fpoken, 
r.n.   t».e.TL  un^er  fae  head  of  perfonal  duties  of  beans  rural : — for, 
in  their  minifterial  capacity,  they  had  to  do  with  thefe 
negin.L.1.      cenfures  by  devolution  from  fuperior  courts;  and  with 
BmtaH.i.xix.  ecclefiaftical  penance  likewife,  as  fupervifors  of  that  once 
Gntoii.  D.L.     wholefome  branch  of  church-difcipline — "  folennis  pami- 
o.  lsiv.  tenth  " — ordered  by  the  canons  to  be  performed  in  the 

prefence  of  the  "  atc&tprtsbgteri  pawtbterum,"  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  quadragefimal  feafon. 

The  penance  for  crime  actually  perpetrated  was  fome- 
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times  commuted1  by  the  fcran  into  a  fine  or  fum  °f  JS/'Jf'J'-Sr 
money  to  be  given  to  pious  ufes  under  certain  efta-  {jSh&ftfe 
blifhed  regulations ;  the  non-fulfilment  of  which  fubjected 
him  to  cenfure.     He  did,  however,  it  is  to  be  feared,  p-us- 
oftentimes  offend,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  in  refpect 
of  commutation  of  penance. 

The  council  of  Saumur  (A.D.  hccxciv.)  ftrongly  ani-  Thmuffln.  r.» 
mad  verts  on  the  flagitious  abide  of  judicial  power,  of  p.i.  ' 


TitCXiiYU. 


their  consistotfal  courts,  by  inflicting  pecuniary  and  not 
canonical  punifhments  on  perfons  guilty  of  adultery, 
inceft,  fornication,  and  the  like  fins :  all  which  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  commuting  for  money  (though  they 
had  no  power  of  difpeniation  therein),  and  of  receiv- 
ing the  fine  to  their  own  emolument: — "Pro  adulterio, 


( * )  The  nature  of  Tome  of  the  tranfactioiu  brought  before  the  court*-  ss.  CC  Tom. 
Christian  of  the  bran*,  and  the  punijhmentt  inflicted  by  commutation  ^J'^"°*" 
or  otherwife,  here  in  England,  will  be  underltood  from  a  presentment  p. ,,.  p.  ssi 
nude  in  Edward  the  Second's  reign,  by  a  Norfolk  jury,  to  the  king's  SjjfSjJ" 
jnuices.  The  cnfes  are  adduced  by  Prynne,  in  the  Supplemental  Appendix 
of  his  third  tome,  pp.  1270,  feqq. — "  Quod  fFUUelmui  rector  eccle/uc  de 
fPryainge  Magna  San,  fuit  Detanua,  recepit  de  fF.  Goddard  et  de  Bea- 
trice Knyvet  pro  fornicalione,  I2d. — Quod  magifter  Henricu*  de  Har- 
grove tunc  qfflc.  cepit  de  Jokanne  JHio  Petri  de  HavereU,  quia  probavit 
teflamentum  uxorUfua  coram  Delano  de  Clare,  10*. — Quod  Jokannei  de 
le  Bret  de  Wryainge  implacUavit  W.  Cochun  de  eddem  coram  Roberto 
vicar,  de  Hooedone  time  brcano,  pro  dampno  facto  in  blado  fuo,  unde 
datnpnum  habuitfiOd. — QuodR.  leWahre  citare  fecit  coram  Rvicario 
de  Hoveden  time  DKsno,  fV.  Cochun  et  H.  Pipejhrave  pro  dampno  facto 
in  tpiodam  bofco,  et  paeificaverunt  cum  Of  tana  de  5*. — Quod  R.  vicar. 
de  Hovedone  time  ouavMi,  cepit  de  Barth.  Gamhoun  pro  non  veniend. 
ad  fummonititmem  futon,  12d. — Idem  SfC.  cepit  de  Thotna  Pipeftraoe 
quod  commedebat  cum  Hamone  Chevere,  quern  dtcebal  fc  excommwni- 
G&ffh,  6d. — Idem  fyc.  recepit  de  pradicto  Thoma  quia  cariaoit  per  diem 
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fornications,  inceftu,  et  aliis  excejffibus,  m  quibus  difpenfare 
non  poffimt"  fays  the  canon  referred  to,  "  h  clericis  et 
laicis  pcenam  pecuniariam  contra  canonum  prohibitionem 
exigunt  et  extorquent."  And  farther — the  fame  council 
complains  of  their  allowing  their  officials  to  affix  the 
ait&ipitsbgteral  feal  to  contracts  &c.  which  had  never 
been  examined  by  themfelves  (the  atcfiprftttt) ;  and 
ftrictly  forbids  the  repetition  of  fuch  conduct : — "  Ne 
ciericos  cttrforeg  et  quaji  exploratores  ad  audiendas  con- 
fej/ionea  controltentium  de  catero  teneant,  nee  ad  rela- 
tionem  eorum  Utteras  figilknt,  ac  fi  in  eorum  pratfentid 
facta  fvifent." 
cc.it.B.ttH.  Equally  reprehenfible  was  the  mercenary  and  extor- 
' P'  '  tionate  conduct  of  the  titans  of  our  own  iOand,  accord- 
ing to  the  Synodal  Conjiitutions  of  Bifhop  Woodloke  of 
Winchefter(^.D.MCCcvin.);  who  endeavoured  to  reftrain 

feJHealemfimpL  6d. ;  &c."  Thefe  were  adjnfted  before  the  CQUrt-«bris- 
ilan  of  the  urban  Dean  of  Norwich — the  rural  bran,  or  titan  of  @firf*- 
tiauits,  of  the  city. 

On  the  continent,  the  fubjects  brought  before  the  bcan-rutal'e  cm- 
flisitors  were  of  a  character  termed  by  the  Jyrtodicon.  of  Coutaacea 
(A.D.  mccc.)  "  breviores  Met;"  which  the  fifty-fixth  canon  relhicte 
thus : — "  Statuimu*  ut  Jutimi  wraltfl,  qui  negotia  difceptant  humiSora, 

fine  Jcripturd  cagnofiant.-  et  dtationei  eorum  et  mandaia  eorum  per 

fi,  vel  per  nwncium  Jub  impreffione  figillarum  fuonan  exequantur,  et 
execution*  dematident  Ut  autem  foUicitudo  ipforum  et  cura  plurtmitm 
rejeindatur  in  coufu  orduu,  et  gen*  fuh  majori  judtce  con/Htuta  provi- 
dentiam  fintiat  grandiorem;  duximut  fiatuendum  tweaniff  ut  de  caufit 

fummam  decern  folidontm  Turonenjwm  excedentibut  non  cogno/cant, 
nee  patna*  ultra  prtenominatam  exigant  quanttiatem.  Si  verd  coram 
ipfu  pcenam  utterioru  quantUati*  imponi  contigerit,  quam  commilti 
pqflmodum  crediderint,  Jiiperiori  denuncient,  ut  per  ipjum  quodjuftum 

fiierit  inde  Jlatuatur :  fid  nee  emenda*  percipiendi  pecuniarku  ultra 
duo/tfoUdot  Turontn/et  de  catero  habeant  potrftatem." 
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their  uncanonical  abufe  of  commutation  of  penance  by 

the  following  canon : — " Decani  qui  cupiditalis 

intuitu,  occafione  quafius,  redemptiones  corporales  pceni- 
tentw  jujtl  debita  commutaverint  in  alias,  out  ipfas  cor- 
porales, ubl  non  debentur,  irgunxerint,  ut  ipfarum  metu 
pecuniam  citius  valeant  estorquere;  de  propria,  Juper 
hoc  convkti  duplum  reftituant,  et  alii  niftilominiis  fub- 
jaceant  gravi  poena" 

Of  the  two  kinds  of  fufpenjum,  that  ab  ingrejfu  ecctefi<z 
was  common  to  the  clergy  and  laity,  and  heretofore 
much  in  ufe  in  courts-S&rfsuan  for  crimes  and  fcandals 
of  the  letter  fort: — "Si  quis  ex  faecularibus,"  fays  a ss.cc.Tom. 
canon  of  the  council  of  Auzerre  (J.D.  dlxxviil),  "  injli-  p'J^Mat  Ait. 
tutionem  out  commonitionem  atr&fnusbgt'trfyui,  contumacid  J"j££' Vo1' "' 
faciente,   audire  diftulerit,   tamdiu  a  liminibus  fancies 
ccclefiffi  habeatur  extraneus,  quamdiH  tarn  falubrem  infti- 
tutionem  adimplere  nonjiuduerit"  Sufpenfion  "ab  officio 
et  beneficio"  (jointly  or  fingly)  was  a  temporary  degrada- 
tion, or  deprivation,  or  both,  and  confined  to  the  clergy. 
But  the  latter  I  believe  to  have  been  very  rarely  in- 
flicted by  the  Stan  rural.     The  ufual  fitfpenjion  was  only 
ab  officio.     Still,  in  their  nature,  they  were  both  tempo- 
rary, and  for  crimes  of  a  fecondary  degree. 

From  arrogating  to  themfelves  the  power  of  fitting  t 


judicially  on  beneficed  clergymen,  and  patting  fentence  p.'i.  L.n.t.it 
of  deposition  on  them,  atant  rural  are  expreffly  forbidden  pm' v"' 
by  the  council  of  Ravenna  {A.D.  mcccxvii.),  and  by  the 
earlier  fynod  of  Laval  (A.D.  hocxlii.),  "  nifi  de  jpea'ali 
mandato  fui  pontificu."     To  the  bifhop  alone,  de  jure,  ty/d.  p.sis. 
belonged  the  act  of  deposition1;  but  he  might  delegate 

(')  In  the  iflands  of  Onerofey  and  JerTey,  the  Otanfi  ratal,  enjoying 
fomt  branches  of  the  eplfcopal,  and  all  the  archidiaconal  jurifdiction, 
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that,  and  degradation,  and  amiffio  benefitii,  and  the  caul'es 
pertinent  thereto  in  the  church  of  Laval,  to  the  bran 
ratal. 

Excommunication  was  the  higheft  ecclefiaftical  cenfure, 
and,  of  courfe,  for  the  graved  fins.  But  it  feems  to  be 
the  recorded  opinion  of  fome  canonifts,  that  the  bean 
could  not  proceed  to  this  feverity,  unlefs  fpecially  au- 
ttiorifed  fo  to  do  by  the  bifhop,  in  his  confiftorial  court, 
or  in  a  diocefan  fynod.  Armed  with  which  authority, 
he  could  proceed  to  excommunication. — But  had  not  the 
amtt-fiD&rfstian  of  the  bran  ratal  authority  to  pronounce 
this  higheft  eccleliaftical  punifhment  by  permanent  dele- 
gation of  the  bifhop  ? — Let  us  fee : — 
'*wT6p££-  "  Lyndwood  allows  the  bean  to  excommunicate?  in  the 
C^S^*'  wor^8  °f  an  anonymous  author,  "but  lays  he  cannot 
certify  the  king  upon  the  excommunication  ; — which  muft 
be  done  by  the  bifhop  himfelf.  Boniface  alfo  implies  it, 
when  he  directs  that  the  bean's  fentence  of  excommuni- 
cation be  delivered  by  his  apparitor  or  bedel."  Spelman, 
in  his  pofthumous  work  on  the  Ancient  Government  of 
England,  (and  where  mail  we  find  a  higher  authority  7) 
&&H-  *•<•  tells  us,  that  the  ratal  bean  had  power,  "  within  his 
'*'  '  beanrj),  to  cenfure  breach  of  church  peace,  and  to  punifh 
incontinent  and  infamous  livers,  by  excommunication,  pe- 
nance, &c."    Dr.  Brett  thinks  he  had  it  only  by  particular 


c*/«*  *»      < 
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can  proceed  to  the  extreme  penalties  of  fufptnfian,  feqwftration,  and 
deprivation,  according  to  the  canons: — "  50.  La  dit  U  confiera  de  la 
Swkj^°Nox.  fauie  commiji  par  quclquc  miniftre,  te  bontn,  aprh  monition  rfUerte, 
p.  'j]fl.  t'anow,  procedera  a  la  reformation,  par  I'acit  et  confentement  de  deux  minj/lret, 
jufqu'hfkfpcnfion  et  fequefl.raiion :  et  en  oat  que  ledit  mini/ire  demeure 
refractaire,  le  Oootit  proddera,  par  le  confentement  de  la  plufpart  dee 
mintyrnt  prefinU  en  I'ifle,  jufqub  deprivation." 
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commiffion  from  the  biihop.     Dr.  Kennett  reprefents  ofchvcko*- 

,,....-  ,.  ventment  and 


it  And  yet  many  councils  of  the  church  feem  to 
acknowledge '  the  capacity  or  ability  in  the  bean  rural  to 
inflict  it. 

The  council  of  Rouen  (A.D.  mccxlv.),  for  inftance, 
implies  it  in  the  precept — "  NuUam  caufam  pecuniariatn,  ca  Bttmag. 
nee  aliam  niji  forti  ex  conviciis,  teneat  coram  fe  tetanus     -'  '""p" 
aliquis,  nee  de  jud  excommunieatione  emendam  exigat,  ad 
plus  ultra  quinque  foUdos: " — and  again,  in  the  precept 
forbidding  brumal  ortfinarfts  to  denounce  general  excom-    p.w. 


The  council  of  Saint  Omer  (A.D.  mcclxxix.)  grants  to  catuumag.. 
beans  rural  a  conditional  power  oifufpenjion  and  excom-  sa.cc.ttm. 
munkation — that  is,  provided  they  do  fo  in  writing—  ™;^™7' 
"Decani  ruralrs  exercentes  jurifdictionem  nonfufpendant 
nee  excommunicent  nifi  inferiptis  " — a  power  which,  Tho- 
maffin  remarks,  the  council  of  Ravenna,  before  quoted,  f  •**■*■ B- 
does  not  deprive  them  of,  but  merely  of  fo  much  of  it  L.u.«.w.'pi*. 
as  relates  to  depqfition.     And,  in  many  articles  of  the  ss.ee. Tom. 
Liege  ftatutes  (A.D.  mcclxxxvh.),  claufes  occur  demon-  aJiJi  jta™w. 
fixative  of  the  power  being  vetted  in  the  office ;  fuch  as,  Ltodi"fa- 
— "Quandd  becano  et  prtshytero  loci  eonfiiierit,  de  delicto 
eel  de  prtcmijjis,  delinquentem  excommunicet,feu  ad  ex- 
commuttkationem  procedat;  "  and  the  like. 

(')  The  Reformatio  Legum  Ecclef.  has  a  fectiiwi  De  excommunica-  jufinvitioLL. 
Hone;  under  which  bead,  cap.  n.,  enumerates  tiiofe  "  Quibus  excommu-  £™(/:P-IS9' 
Tacalio  committitur,"     They  are  briefly  the  different  governours  of  the 
church,  to  whom  the  "  poteflat   excommunicaHonis"  is   committed — 
"  nomxnatim  verd  moderators  et  ecclefiarum  duces  fant  arcfriepifcopi, 
epi/eopi,  archidiaconi.  Decani,  denique  quicunqtte  fimt  ab  ecclefid  ad  hoc 
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Again — the  prohibition  to  proceed  to  excommunica- 
tion, if  fuch  was  indeed  the  cafe,  would  afford  reafon  to 
impeach  and  over-rule  the  claim  of  ruri-beranal  tapftttla 
to  the  cognhance  of  tithe-caufes.  Whereas,  there  are 
facta  and  ufages  abundantly  fufficient  to  eftablifh  the 
point,  that,  upon  the  non-payment  of  tithes  (the '  fettle- 
ment  of  the  right  of  which  cafes,  when  under  litigation, 
refted  with  the  ratal  cotttt-GEbrfstfaR),  there  was  a  power 
veiled  in  the  chapter  of  decreeing  and  pronouncing 
excommunication  upon  the  lay-violators  of  fuch  contracts. 
Nor  can  fuch  a  right,  one  would  think,  be  for  a  moment 
brought  into  doubt ; — for  it  would,  indeed,  be  a  ftrange 
anomaly,  if  the  tourt  collectively  of  the  whole  beams 
had  not  authority  to  inflict  this  extreme  penalty,  when 

seiden'i  H0.  of  the  parilh-prieft,  under  the  legal  incumbent,  was  autho- 

&pqgi£ '""'  rifed  to  excommunicate  fuch  perfons  as  refilled  to  pay 
their  tithes  to  the  latter. 

A  Angle  perfon  of  the  prieftly  character  having  within 
himfelf  the  power  of  fuch  a  cenfure,  there  can  be  little 
reafon  to  controvert  the  right  and  authority  of  capitular 
assemblies  to  the  exercile  of  the  lame  cenfure.  And 
fuch  a  faculty  is  expreffly  conferred  on  presbyters  by 
Hubert  archbifliop  of  Canterbury  (A.D.  mcxcv.)  ;  on 
local  capellanes,  by  others  ;  and  generally  on  all  rectors, 

cc.u.B.ttH.  vicars,  and  capellanes,  by  the  fynod  of  Exeter  (A.D. 

vol  it.  p.  im.    MCCLXXXVIL) .  and  Dy  many  later  councils,  both  at  home 

(*)  For  proof  of  which,./)*  in  Prynne's  Ufurpattoru,  Tome  Third,  B.  v. 
c  i.  arm.  5ft  Hen.  III.,  the  dedfion  of  the  itinerant  judges,  and  "  refolu- 
lion  upon  an  attachment  for  a  fnit  in  «u«-®bti9ttan  ogainft  the  king's 
prohibition : " — "  El  ideo  confideraium  eft,  quod  bai  lioet  WiUiekno  dt 
Branucewell  fiqui  placiivm  Mud  in  tutia  ®brf«(anitstig  cum  Jit  de 
decimu,  et  tttano  bt  la  Jorb  tertirr  iUud."— line.  *tot  10. 
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and  abroad : — '*  Ltcebtt  ecchjiarum  reetoribw,  ctcotiu,  et 
parochialibus  capellanis,"  (ays  the  Exeter  fynod,  "pro 
mortuariis,  dccimis,  oblationibus,  et  inftauro  tccleJuE,  et 
aim  juribus  eeetejiafua  injujii  detentis,  in  quorum  pof- 
fejjiant.  notorium  eft  juaa  eccle/uts  extiiiffe,  perfemetipfoa, 
trimd  tamen  monitione  pramiffS,  nominatlm  fufpendere  et 
excommunicare  detentores : — wherein,  too,  the  reader  will 
perceive  the  fame  penal  inflictions  are  extended  to  the 
protection  of  mortuaries  ("forts  of  foul  cheat  or  legacy  Kenneth  aug. 
to  the  church,  originally,  no  doubt,  intended  for  fatif- 
faction  of  all  tithes  and  dues  ignorantly  detained"),  the 
non-payment  of  which  is  made  punifhable  in  the  like 
way,  by  fufpenfion  and  excommunication,  on  the  part  of 
ordinary  parochial  incumbents. 

Innumerable  are '  the  notices  of  the  extreme  punish- 
ment of  excommunication  pafling  through  the  hands  of 
the  Bean  rural,  as  the  agent  of  fuperior  prelates,  and  as 
the  prefident  of  his  own  touri-GEfirfstfan  ■ ;  in  which  latter 
capacity,  within  the  tttanrp  of  Canterbury,  it  feems,  the 


(')  Whoever  dared  to  lay  violent  hands  on  a  perfon  who  had  fled  to  Omft.  Synodal. 
a  church  or  churchyard  "  pro  tuteld  refitgti,"  or  even  to  oblfrnctperfons  2ftii«SctT 
in  fnpplying  food  to  turn  there,  was  to  be  publicly  excommunicated  by 
the  Sean  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Anas. — See  a  Letter  of  Stephen  biihop  SS.  CC.  Tarn, 
of  Paris,  addrefled  to  his  attfinrirdtt,  as  minijiert  of  excommunication,  HL<-"MBI- 
on  the  fubject  of  Prior  Thomas's  murder. — Cone.  Jobrenfe,  A.D.  mcxxx. 

(*>  "  The  TreaTurer  of  Chrift  Church,  Canterbury,"  fays  Mr.  Somuer,  AntiquWet  of 
"  in  the  year  mcclvii.,  being  unpaid  divers  rents  due  by  the  church  Ca*£*buy>r.'. 
tenants,  hired  the  Dean's  cryer  for  124.,  at  four  feveral  times,  to  de- 
nounce or  publilh,  throughout  the  city,  all  fuch  retainers  of  rents  excom- 
municated; and  made  it  parcel  of  bis  demands  in  bis  accompt  for  that 
year,  viz. '  Precwii  octant  Cantuar.  I2d.  ui  dtnunUaret  deteniora  reddi- 
tuum  excommunicato*  per  totam  cmUatem,'  &c." 
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titan  employed  a  cryer  to  denounce  bis  fentences  of 
excommunication. 

But  we  muft  proceed  with  the  bufinefs  of  the  tccle- 
sfastftal  tourt  of  tic  totmtrs — after  this  too  long  digreflion 
on  the  extent  of  the  totan'8  judicial  power,  and  the 
degree  and  feverity  of  pumfkment  he  was  capacitated  to 
impofe. — We  will  firft  take  up  the  fubject  of  tithes,  and 
then  that  of  mortuaries  and  other  dues  of  the  church 
(above  incidentally  alluded  to),  as  connected  with  our 
nttal  court  of  recovery. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Recovery  op  Church-Dubs. — Tithes,  Mortuaries,  &c. 

5  defenders  and  adjudicators  of  the1  church's  SKC"*- 
property  in  tithes,  and  mortuaries,  when  liti-  »■ MB-  "i* 
gated  or  fubtracted,  Italia  ratal  are  early 
acknowledged,  according  to  Brewfter,  in 
the  councils  of  Great  Britain.  But  I  do  not  (Aere.fi.nd 
any  evidence  to  the  point  of  btcanal  c&apttr-tourts  exer- 
cifing  formal  jurifdiction  in  fuch  cafes,  though  there  is 
no  doubt  of  the  fact  itfelf. 

The  relation  of  Ireans  ratal  to  tithe-bujinefs  is  traced, 
with  fome  degree  of  doubt,  by  the  compiler  of  Collec- 
tanea Ecclejiajiiea  to  the  days  and  canons  of  Edgar ; 
where  the  prefect  or  prftst  of  tit  bfs|>op  is  canonically 
invefted  by  the  Saxon  church  with  considerable  power 
for  the  recovery  of  fubtracted  tithe. 

By  the  fecond  canon"  of  King  Edmund's  laws — the  ™™-.  Joi™. 
Saxon  verfion  of  which  the  reader  will  find  in  Selden's  ^"^iW 


(')  "  Tithes,"  fays  Lord  Bacon,"  are  matters  of  profit,  and  in  their  Qftkt  Paci/kw 
nature  temporal ;  but  by  a  favour  and  connivance  of  the  temporal  jurif-  cAareA  ■  Warki 
diction,  they  have  been  allowed  and  permitted  to  the  courts  ecclefiaftical;  Vni.  u.  P.63fl. 
to  the  end  that  the  clergy  might  fue  for  that,  that  waa  their  fuftentation 
before  their  own  judges.     And  furely  for  thefe,  the  bithop,  in  my  opi- 
nion, may  difcharge  himfelf  upon  his  ordinary  judges," 

(')  "  II.  De  decimis,  et  ecclefiafticis  cenfibus.      Dedmat  injungimut  CCM.B.ttR. 
finguli*  Chriftianit  per  C/trifdam/mtim  eonim,  et  ecdefia  cerifiim.et  man-  >ol-'-P-21*- 
fflitnt  ekemoJsparium.     Si  quit  hocfacere  nolti,Jit  excommvTucatvt." 
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Hijlory  of  Tytha,  chap.  vui.  §vn.—  every  Chriflian  is 
spciminon  enjoined  "fuper  Ckriftianitatemfuam" — "upon  pain  of  his 
Chriftendom,"  (as  Spelman  tranilates  it),  to  pay  tithes, 
under  penalty  of  excommunication ;  but  no  appointed 
agent  is  introduced  to  enforce  payment  or  the  alter- 
native, as  in  the  fubfequent  laws  of  King  Edgar  (Selden 
Mm.  Johu.    c.  viu.  §  is.) ;  where,  Brewfter  thinks,  the  "pterfecttis1" 

Hromton.  Scrip-  or-  -  * 

tor.  x.  eotsTt  or  "  gattrbos  epfscopf"  (in.  de  decimis)  may  fignify  the 
ratal  bean  * ;  as  may  likewife  the  "  propositus  epfsropf *" 
(Selden  c.  tiii.  §  xu.)  of  Canute  (viu.  de  decimis  red- 
dendis). 

Granting  which   identity,  it  feems    that    our  rural 


j.       ( ' )  "  in.  De  decimis. Et  fi  quit  dectmam^prmjlarc  itoiit, 

prqficifcatur  ad  turn  ptirtf  Ctujf  regis,  et  tpifiropf,  et  tcclefia  presbyter,  et 
Jkmant,  invito  eo,  dedmam  partem,  quae  ad  ecclefiam  pertinet,  et 
ajfignent  ex  nonam  partem,  et  dwiduntur  octo  partes  in  duo,  et  capiat 
dommut  dimidium,dimidium  epijbopus,  five  fit  regit.  Jive  tkani  mimfier." 
( ")  It  cannot  be  improper  to  obterve,  fays  Brewfter,  that  although 
the  term  or  ftyle  of  ptKfMitKS,  or  ptaffttu*,  is  generally  applied  to  a 
civil  or  temporal  magistrate,  yet  it  is  alio  ufed,  by  divers  of  our  ancient 
writers,  to  denote  or  figuify  a  CHtbiUinl  or  citjj  rjran,  Tome  inftances  of 
which  the  editor  has  quoted  from  Wharton's  Angtia  Sacra,  Vol.  i. 
pp.  431,  448,  559  : — from  which  he  apprehends  himfelf  warranted  to 
infer,  that,  by  parity  of  eonftraction,  either  of  the  words  may  be  ufed  to 
defcribe  the  rural  bran  alfo  ;  and  he  fubmits  it  to  confi  deration,  whether 
the  (mtpotittDl  rplsfcopl  mentioned  in  the  Laws  of  King  Edgar,  and  alfo 
in  the  Laws  of  King  Canute,  be  not  the  fame  perfon  with  the  rural  Dean. 
See  Part  n.  p.  92. 

I.        (*)  "  vm.  De  decimis  reddendis. Si  quit  decimat  petfol- 

vsre  nolit,  hoc  eft,  decimat  agri,  eodem  modo  ac  aratrum  progreffiim 
fecit;  tunc  catweniant  regit  propositus  et  eplltcopf,  et  fundi  dommut,  et 
ecclefie  presbyter,  etfumant  invito  iilo  dedmam  partem  pro  ecclefid,  ad 
quam  pertinet,  et  affignent  ei  nonam  partem ;  et  dividatur  octavo,  part 
in  duo,  et  capiat  terra  dommia  dimidium,  et  dimidium  eptjeoput.  Jive 
fit  regis.  Jive  thani  minifter." 
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fonttfonHru  was,  in  thole  rude  times,  an  actual  party  to 

the  execution  of  the  penalty  threatened  in  the  canons. 

Before  proceeding  to  which  extremity,  adjudication  of 

the  payment,  as  a  preliminary  meafure,  by  the  rural  bean 

and  cftaptcr,  and  even  excommunication  of  the  offender, 

in  purfuance  of  King  Edmund's  law  (can.  n.)  had,  we 

may  fuppofe,  taken  place.     Be  that,  however,  as  it  may, 

the  decimal  payment  being  {till  withheld,  the  law  took 

its  courfe,  and  the  ptafeftus  or  propositus  of  Ifje  bfs&op 

(than  whom,  fuppofing  him  to  be  the  taral  bean  of  the 

diftrict,  no  more  fit  local  churclv-officer  could  be  found 

to  aid  the  civil  power  in  the  recovery  of  ecclefiaftical 

rights)  proceeded  with  the  fecular  magiftrate  to  levy  a  set  N«h.  b*. 

diftrefe  upon  the  obilinate  offender;  and  having  divided  ZYpJit*™ 

the  litigated  produce  into  ten  parts  (according  to  the  ?inTr",.^<. 

tapftular  decree)  beftowed  one  on  the  prieft,  to  whom  it  v'    ' 

belonged  de  Jure,  and  whom,  the  law  required  to  attend 

at  the  diftrefs  in  order  to  receive  his  tithe;  a  fecond  on 

the  delinquent  himfelf;  and  the  remaining  eight  parts  on 

the  diocefan  bifhop,  and  the  fuperior  lord  of  the  foil,  in 

equal  moieties. 

The  fame  mode  of  procedure  for  the  recovery  of 
tithes  feems  to  have  continued  after  the  Conqueft,  in  the 
reign  of  Henry  I. ;  when  the  culprit,  who  refilled  the 
payment  of  thefe  ecclefiaftical  dues,  fared  no  better 
under  the  fame  epifcopal  officer,  be  he  who  he  may.  By  j£p2£  j8*1"* 
this  king's  law1,'"  De  plocUis  eccle/ue  perlirtentibus  ad*™"- 
regem,"  Selden  tells  us,  there  was  allotted  to  the  pttepo- 


(')  "Si  quit  rectam  decimam Jhperteneat,  vadat  ptSpOtfitM  regis  et  Selden'a Hiflery 
tpiwepf  et  terra  domim  cum  presbyterol  et  ingratU  auferant,  et  ecclefia  J^SSt"  vl"' 
cut  prrHnebit  reddant,  el  ntmam  partem  retinquant  ex  qui  decimam 
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situs  rpisropt  the  fame  fummary  power  of  protecting  the 
church's  property,  and  puniihing  tithe-defaulters. 

But  in  the  latter,  and  other  cafes  referred  to,  the 
reader  will  obferve,  there  is  no  notice  of  any  previous 
t|)  tuner-court  fitting  judicially  upon  the  offenders.  Such 
a  court  there  may  have  been — an  ambulatory  tottrt  of 
adjudication  ;  but  it  is  not  fet  forth.  The  actual  parties 
prefent  were  the  executive  officers  of  the  ecclefiaftic 
law ;  which  ordered  this  very  fummary  punifhment  for 
the  non-payment  of  tithe.  But  how  were  fuch  offenders, 
at  a  fubfequent  period,  brought  under  the  eye  of  the 
church,  judicially,  in  country  diftricts  ? — by  legal  pro- 
cefs,  I  believe,  in  rural  c&apters. 

To  the  cognifance  of  tithe-caitfes  in  their  local  courts- 
Christian,  beans  rural  awhile  undoubtedly  laid  claim. 
ptjom-iu/ht-  The  decifion  of  the  itinerant  judges  of  the  reign  of 
iTTtt  Henry  III.  fupports  them  in  the  exercife  of  it.  But, 
feeing  the  great  powers  which  the  church  gave  to  her 
parochial  priefthood  individually,  in  claiming  and  fe- 
curing  their  jult  rights  and  poffeflions,  and  the  cenfures 
(of  the  higheft  grade)  which  fbe  capacitated  them  to 
inflict  on  violators  and  purloiners  of  her  property — 
cenfures  at  that  period  as  operative,  as  they  would  now 
be  ineffectual — it  is  probable  that  the  calls  upon  tic-canal 
authority  for  interference  in  thefe  matters  were  rare ; 
and  more  rare  thofe  upon  the  rijapttr-court  of  the  fteaiuB1. 

partem  dare  noluil."  "  Particulars  of  the  exercife  of  this  kind  of  juris- 
diction, beyond  what  is  already  quoted,"  Mr.  Selden  remarks,  "  have 
not  come  down  to  us  in  the  monimenta  of  the  Saxon  age." 
CC.M.B.  t/H.  (')  From  the  Conjlitutiont  of  Giles  de  Bridport,  bifhop  of  Surum, 
Vol.  i.  p.  720.  ^A,D.  mcclvi.)  I  extract  the  following  enactment — "  Quia  multi  imte- 
niwituT  drevna*  dart  noUnUi,  Jhttutmu$,  quod  paroc/nani  admoiuantur 
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Still  fuch  cafes  occafionally  arofe.  Tithe-contejh  fprung 
up,  of  difficult  folution ;  and  the  rural  tonslstorg  was 
called  on  to  adjudicate  between  the  contending  parties 
— having,  by  commiflion,  or  devolution  from  the  higher 
courts,  a  jurifdiction  in  fuch  cafes: 

It  was  on  thefe  and  other  like  occafions  of  difputed 
or  fubtracted  tithe,  in  later  days,  that  the  archdeacon 
fometimes  prefided  in  the  rural  tourt-GEfcrtetian,  and  deli-  /wai^.*h;- 
vered  the  deciflon  of  the  united  rjjaptrr  inftead  of  the  p.  no'.' 
Stan.    Thus,  in  a  long-pending  controverfy  between  the 
church  of  Saint  Fridefwide  in  Oxford  and  the  cell  of*>w.s** 

_  ,  ,  -       .  ,  FrideIVMie,«|R». 

Coges,  concerning   two  parcels   of  tithe  in   Fretwell,  ^1*?* 
Robert  Archdeacon  of  Oxford  notifies  the  fettlement 
thereof  as  taking  place  in  his  prefence,  "  in  prafentid 
nojird  et  totius  tapttuli  in  tteeanaiu  de  Stokes  &c." 

Occafionally,  both  archdeacons  and  rural  titans  were 
executors  of  the  fentence  of  fuperior  ecclefiaftical  judges 
in  Uthe-caufes ;  as  in  the  difpute  about  the  tithe  of  Sul-  Parochial  .*>«- 
thorn  Hide,  between  the  rector  of  Sulthorn  (now  Soul-  pp. *'s.  ° ' " 
dern)  and  the  prior  and  canons  of  Saint  Fridefwide,  ex  &um. 
Oxford;  wherein  the  archdeacon  of  Oxford  and  rural  P, 210. c 
Stan  of  Heyford  were  appointed  to  execute1  the  fen- 
tence of  the  Pope's  delegated  judges  (the  priors  of  Saint 
John's  and  Saint  James,  and  the  Bean  of  Northampton) ; 

prima  et  Jecundo  et  tertio,  ut  decimat  Deo  el  tcclejue  fiddlier  Jblvant, 
guodfife  turn  tmendavcrint,  prima  ab  vngrtffii  eccSefia! Jufpendanlur ;  et 
fie  demum  ad  falutioncm  decimarum  per  cenfaram  ecclefutfticam,  Ji 
ntetjffe fiterint,  r.omptUant.ur.  Sed  cUm  dicta  Jufpenfiom*  relaxattoaem 
vet  aJtfolutwiKtn  petierint,  ad  otOinarium  loci  mittanlur  abfolvendi,  et 
debito  modo  pumendi." 

(')  The  decree  of  the  priors  and  Bran  of  Northampton  is  given  by 
Keonett,  in  his  interesting  work,  pp.  3,  4. 
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and,  upon  a  fecond  appeal  to  Rome,  the  rural  bean 
of  Ytteflep    (now   Illip)    executed  the  decree — (A.D. 

MCCXX1X.) 

vSfct'nLi*  Tne  riltal  *tans  °*"  Jerfey  and  Guernfey  ftill  retain  the 
Afj**d.  No.x.  cognifance  of  all  fubtractions  of  tithes,  as  appears  from 
the  Ecclefiajlic  Constitutions  of  thofe  ifles : — "  xxix.  J/ 
appartient  au  bontn  de  cognoiftre  de  toute  fubjiraction  de 
dixmes  affectees  h  V&gtifc,  de  quelque  efpke  qu'elles  foyent, 
qui  ont  ejli  paytes  aux  mini/ires,  et  dont  Us  out  jouy  et 
font  en  pojfejion  depuis  quarante  am;  et  toute  perfonne 
conwincue  de  fubjiraction,  fraude,  ou  detention  (Cicelies 
dixmes,  fera  adjugie  a  rejlitution,  avec  lesfrais  et  coujlages 
de  la  partie;  et  pour  la  confervation  de  tout  et  chafcun  let 
drokts  binipxiaux,  dixmes,  rentes,  terres,  et  pojfeffions,  il 
y  aura  un  terrier  fait  par  It  bodily  etjuretx,  affifiis.  du 
ttorjtn  et  procureur  du  roy." 


From  feveral  eccleflaftical  memorials  ftill  remaining 
with  us,  it  appears  that  mortuaries  and  heriots  have  been 
Cued  for  and  recovered,  again  and  again,  in  rural  t&apttre. 
Ceikctm*  E*.  Ex.  gr. — Brewfter  notes,  that  the  priory  of  Dunftaple, 
A.D.  mccxlvi.,  obtained  a  decree '  from  the  tapi'tulum  of 
Dunftaple  againft  John  Hyde  for  the  recovery  of  a  mor- 
tuary. And  the  Analecta  from  the  regifter  of  Evefham 
Abbey  deliver  accounts  of  two  fimilar  adjudications. 


Ovon.fiv*  Am.       ( '  >  "  Eodem  anno  obtinuimut  in  eaptlulo  contra  Johnnuem  de  Hyda, 

ftemk  Vofr™"    ^"^  rn^*lu  averium  folvatur  ecc!eji<z,  pro  domino  domut  defuncto ;  et 

p.l7i  Jecundurn  meUtu  averium  pro  domind  domiin  defunctd,  tarn  de  equh, 

quam  de  affit  animalibvt." 
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^.Z>.  mcclxxi. — one  by  the  t&aptei  of  Eveiham1,  and  the 
other  by  that  of  Warwick  beams'.  To  the  laft  of  which 
inftruments,  the  aetanal  feal  of  office,  "  &fgf((tim  btra- 
natfis  bt  2S9arfofcfet,"  was  affixed. 

Some  parifhioners  of  Ambrofden  refufed  (AD.  uccc.) 
to  pay  an  accuftomed  mortuary  to  the  rectory  of  the  p-"*-' 
place.  And  upon  complaint  being  made  to  the  court  of 
<£$tfetianirj>,  a  mandate  pafled  from  the  official  of  the 
archdeacon  to  the  bran  of  Burcefter  to  go  to  the  laid 
church  of  Ambrofden  with  a  competent  number  of  Aw 
rural  clergy,  and  there  admonifh  the  faid  parifhioners  to 

(')  "  Judicium  (Sapituli  Evefhamie." 

"  Anno  Domini  mcc.  feptuagefxmo  prima,  die   Joou  proximo  poft  Ex  iN«gf(tt.  dt 
feftum  Sancti  Nicolai,  cetebratum    eji   tapitulum    apud  Eveiham,   in  muc^iio^ 
ecelefid  Sancti  Laurent^  preJidenUbu*  DominoWSiehao  iie  Withechirche,  Vel^w.  15. 
tunc  abbate  Evefhamie,  et  Johanne  Dccano  ejufdem  tod;  coram  quibtu 
cam  mota  ejfet  quteJHo,  per  B.  de  Jureberga  J'acriftam  Evefhamie  de  mor- 
tuario  nativorum  qui  reddunt  terra*  fuaa  domino  Jwdi  cum  heriectis, 
utrhm  time  leneantur  folotre  mortimrium  eccle/uE,  determinatum  tljla- 
tutum  eft,  per  predictot  prefidentet,  de  confuetudine  dwaforum  epijbapa- 
luvm  et  tJKanatuum,  el  de  confiHo  virorutn  prudentivm,  prefentu  tapf 
tali,  quod  quacwiqve  hard  dominus  fcedi  recipit  heriettam  Jitum,  ecclefia 
percipil  mortuarium,  Jecundiim  confueludmem  oallit,  vel  preemm  mor 
tnarii,  diefepuiturte,  de  eo  qui  recipit  tandem  terram,  et  bona  defuncti, 
tempore  quo  tradU  terram  domino  Jko.     Contra  iftud  Jlatutum,  fuit 
JUhu  Alide  Godfoule  de  Bredefortoiia,  et  Matildis  Perfbn  de  Wick  wane, 
et  Hatildia  relicta  Andree,  de  eddem — qui  ctmvicti  rationibus,  et  judicio 
txy\ta\i,  ftatlm  dejitu  mortuariU  fatufecerunt  e.cclejim  Evefljamie." 
(*)         "  Judicium  ©apituli  de  Warwick  de  mortaario." 

"  Aft  bcglxx.  primo  in  crajtino  Sancti  Thama  Apoftoli,  celebratum 
eft.  tapitulum  apud  Sincenefelde,  prefidentibut  magijiro  Hogone  Tan- 
etude,  ojficiali  domim  Roberti  de  Eltfaal,  are hidiaconi  Wigomie,  et  do- 
mino Galfrido,  bccaUD  Warwyke,  rectore  ecclefta  Sancti  Michaelu  de 
eddem.  Quia-  legitime  eonjlat  nohu  dictu  prefidentibtu,  per/acramen- 
tum  fide  dignorum  ville  de  Sarrford,  qvdd  Bicardoa  Herberd  de  eddem, 
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pay  thofe  accuftomed  dues  ;  and,  upon  their  default,  to 
excqmmunicate  with  bell,  book,  and  candle1. 

In  demanding  mortuaries,  which  were  at  firft  volun- 
CC.M.B.HH.  tary,  but  afterwards  cuftomary,  Archbifhop  Gray's  Con- 
119.  'f9'  '  Jiitutions  (J.D.  mccl.),  and  thofe  of  Giles,  bifhop  of 
Sarum  (A.D.  mcclvi.),  bid  the  clergy*  to  have  the  fear 
of  God  before  their  eyes,  while  obeying  the  provincial 
cuftoms  of  claiming  the  church's  right ; — which  is  or- 
dained by  Archbifhop  Winchelfey's  Conjlitutiona  (A.D. 
hcccv.),  to  be  the  fecond-beft  animal  of  the  deceafed  in 
the  parifh  where  he  received  the  facraments  while  alive ; 
— the  beft3  being  referved  for  him  to  whom  it  was 
legally  due. 

kabuit  quondam  vaccam  fiiam  propriam,  die  quo  obiit.  Not  de  conjilio 

et  eonfuetudine  tapfrull  nojlri  de  Wurwyke,  medxetattm  dicta  vaccm, 
nomine  mortuarii  dicti  dtfuncti,  eccle/Ue  EvcfliamenQ  adjudicamtu,  re- 
liqud  mediclalc  domino  fuo  fcedi  remanents  nomine  heriectL — In  cuju* 
rei  tejlimomum  hiac  palenU  Mere  JxgUlum  OecanatuB  de  Warwike  appo- 

Ju*nUU." 

All  thefe  fuita,  Mr.  BrewfteT  obferves,  appear  to  have  been  carried  on, 
and  determined  upon,  the  plan  or  ground  of  the  ancient  powers,  origi- 
nally veiled  in,  and  belonging  to,  ratal  tpaptera,  without  the  aid  or 
alii  Dance  of  any  novel  or  additional  power,  fubfequent  in  time  to  the 
Conqueft. 

(')  On  curfing  with  bell,  book,  and  candle — the  great  curie  and  ana- 
thema, yee  Seldende  Synedriit  FelerumF.br swum.  Lib.  i.  col.  944,  feqq. 
CC.  M.B.ttH,        < ' )  Of  the  "  Grievance*  of  the  Houfe  of  Common*  againjl  the  Clergy 
2jCfti*   of  England"— (A.D.  mdxxx.— Hen.  VIII.  22.),  "  the  fecond  caufe  was, 
p.  SM-s.  that  great  polling,  and  extream  exaction  which  the  fpiritual  men  ufed  in 

taking  of  corpt-prefenU,  or  mortuaries;  for  the  children  of  the  dead 
fhould  all  die  for  hunger,  and  go  a  begging,  rather  than  they  would  of 
charity  give  to  them  the  filly  cow,  which  the  dead  man  ought,  if  be  had 
but  only  one ;  fuel)  waa  the  charity  of  them." 
Spelman  De&-  (?)  "  The  lord  of  the  fee  had  the  beft  bead  of  the  defunct,"  fays 
"wZb  f\«t  8Pdman1 "  by  way  of  an  keriot  for  the  fnpport  of  his  body  againli  Teenier 

enemies ; 
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Difputes  having  arifen  upon  the  interpretation  of 
thefe  Conftitutions,  Archbiftiop  Langham  thought  fit  to  cc.u.b.hh. 
explain  and  enforce  them  by  a  fynodal  interpretation. 
And  it  was  to  carry  into  execution  the  final  claufe  of 
his  Conftitution  that  the1  agency  of  rural  titans  was 
employed  in  their  capitular  meetings,  under  the  general 
title  of  ortlfnarii — "Ad  Jblutionem  autem  debit't  de  jure  pnxinciaLt.K. 
vet  confueAudine  mortuarii  renuentes  volumus  per  locorum 


;  and  the  parfou  of  the  parilh  had  the  fecond,  as  a  mortuary 
for  defending  his  foul  againft  his  fpiiitual  adverfaries.     I  know  the  Pro- 
vincial, and  Idndewode  following  it,  do  fay,  that  the  mortuary  was 
given  in  recommence  of  perfbnal  tythes  forgotten  or  omitted ;  but  under 
correction,  I  doubt  of  that ;  becaufe  that  in  the  ancient  formulary  of 
wills,  and  by  the  canon  of  the  fynod  of  Exeter,  it  is  eiprefily  directed, 
that  in  all  of  them  there  (hall  be  an  efpecial  legacy  of  fomewhat  to  the 
parfon  for  tythes  and  oblations  forgotten  or  pretermitted;  and  if  a  mor- 
tuary were  for  the  fame  reafon,  then  had  the  parfon  in  many  places  two 
feveral  recompences  for  one.  and  the  fame  firing.     It  were  very  nnrea- 
fonable  alfo  that  a  poor  man,  having  nothing  tythable  bat  three  horfes,  .Smo^s  Fuller'* 
Ihonld  give  the  fecond  of  them  to  the  parfon  for  tythes  omitted,  when  he  cSS^SShm. 
whofe  tythes  are  worth  forty  or  fifty  pounds  a  year  giveth  no  more;  nor  Cffl^ *'r /J"*? 
is  it  like  an  keriot,  which  by  contract  between  the  lord  and  tenant  was  pp.  378*. 
referred  upon  the  original  grant.'' 

(')  In  an  ancient  pre/entmeni  of  the  thirteenth  year  of  Edward  II.  5t221£?£ 
(asPrynne  conjectures)  made  by  a  jury  of  the  county  of  Norfolk  to  the  Toms  Third', 
king's  juftices,  the  following  charges  occur : — "  Dicunt,  quod  dim  Sema-  W" ia**-1- 
nus  Kreyc  de  Wryainge  Magna  legavit   ante  corpus  Jvum  quendam 
equum  pretU  3*.  WQlielmus  rector  todejia  nolv.it  pradictum,  eqwum 
redpere,  quia  pnediotu*  defunctut  habiiit  meliorem  equum  ilium  ca- 
himpniavit  ut  jut  ecclejue  Juts,  tandem  propter  timorem  fummomcivni* 
ad  tapUulum  Jibi  tradtderunt  quendam  equum  pret  fix  fiUd."     The 
fame  difference  of  opinion  appears  in  a  fubfequent  prtfentmtnt  of  the 
fame  parchment,  touching  the  price  of  a  mortuary  cow — one  of  5*. 
worth  being  rejected  becaufe  the  eftate  of  the  deceafed  pouefled  a  fecond 
valued  at  It. 
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ortrfnarios  (jw  prafunt  juriftUctitmi  ordinaria,  et  pojfiati 
uti  cenfurd  ecclcfiajikd  Lynd.  Prov.)  cen/urd  eccUJiafiicd 
(per  fujpenjzonem,  excommun&ationem,  et  interdiction  Lynd. 
Prov.)  coaretari." 


SsS^Tou!™        By  a  ftatute  of  Hen.  VIII.  21.  cap.  6.  mortuaries  are  confounded  with 
P-Wfc  corfe-pnfenU; — which  feems  to  be  Lyndwood'a  interpretation ;  viz.  that 

they  were  carried  to  the  church  with  the  dead  corpfe.  But,  on  the 
authority  of  Sir  W.  Dugdale  (Warwick,  p.  470.),  and  Billiop  Stillingfleet 
(Ecclef.  Cafei,  P.  I.  p.  248.),  corfe-prefents,  in  Gibfon'a  opinion,  were 
properly  the  voluntary  oblations  ufuaQy  made  at  funerals. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 
Tbstimbhtaky  Matters. 

g^BHSI  titans,  in  their  t&ajittt  or  court  °f  JJ^fvBMi*' 
j  Cjjrfstfenfte,  had  at  firft  not  only  the  probate  pp.a«,ssi. 
)  of  wills,  fays  Kennett,  and  the  decifion  of 
I  all  tejiamentarjf  caufes1,  but,  as  ortrtnarfta  of 
the  place,  they  had  cognifance  of  all   other  matters  ^*^* ft  *■ 
appendant  thereto ;  as  the  confirmation  of  executors,  the  til  nu.  p.  w. 
de/tgnation  of  adminiflrators,  the  receipt  of  inventories, 
the  dijpojition  of  legacies,  the  dijlribution  of  mtejiates' 
goods,  &c.  until  the  archdeacons  broke  in  upon  this 
privilege,  and  affumed  it  to  themfelves : — for  which  Mr.  J&JJggJ"  ^ , 
Somner  cites  an  injunction  of  the  archdeacon  to  all  rural  r~"e. 
btans  of  the  diocefe  of  Canterbury,  in  thefe  words : —  s^piemcJ, 
"  iBetanfa   injinuationem    tejlamentorum,   et  rectorum   et  * 

aliontm   beneficiatorum  quorumcunque   admittere   omnmd 

(')  "  TeflamimtaTy  cavfe*,  though   matters   of  profit,  and  in  their  o/Uu  Paijfica- 
nature  temporal,"  Lord  Bacon  fays,  "have  been  allowed  and  permitted  n!Sitii*Ti1  n 
to  the  courts  ecclefiaftical  by  a  favour  and  connivance  of  the  temporal  p.536.  Worki. 
jnrifdiction,  in  a  kind  of  piety  and  religion,  which  was  thought  incident 
to  the  performance  of  dead  men's  wills."     And  he  proceeds  to  remark, 
that  (he  biihops  may  with  little  comparative  danger  "  difcharge  them- 
felves" of  this  part  of  their  perfonal  jnrifdiction  "  upon  their  ordinary 
judges." 

It  is  the  opinion  of  the  bifhop  of  Peterborough,  that  Dean*  rural  were 
heretofore  of  the  number  of  fnch  ordinary  judges,  to  whom  the  biihops 
delegated  their  Momentary  jnrifdiction. 
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interdicimus,  etjtfec&s  per  iUot  factum  fuerit,  irritum  ex 
nunc  decernimus  et  inane." 

But  neither  in  the  councils  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land, nor  in  the  general  collection  of  Colet  with  Manfi's 
Supplement  (fave  in  one1  Angle  inftance  below  quoted), 
do  I  find  thefe  te/lamentary  powers  vejted  in  Scans  rural 
by  name,  nor  otherwife  than  as  "  locorum  ortttnarff ;" — 
under  which  generic  title  the  bilhop  of  Saint  David's 
does  not  admit  them,  in  his  copious  glolTes  on  the  con- 
ftitution  De  tejlamentis.  Still  bearing  in  mind  Lynd- 
wood's  no  great  affection  for  our  betanal  ortrinarits,  and 
the  consequent  bias  that  led  him  to  curtail  their  un- 
doubted privileges  on  other  occaflons,  I  am  not  inclined 
to  interpret  his  filence  to  their  detriment  here. 
vkM'BttJt  ^s  *oca*  Ju^Ses»  therefore,  in  teflamentary  matters 
»*. '  (though  not  expreffly  named),  we  will  fuppofe  them  to 

be  alluded  to  in  the  Dublin  fynod  (A.D.  mccxvh.J,  in 
the  council  of  Lambeth  (A.D.  mcclxi.),  of  Exeter  (A.D. 
mcclxxxvii.),  and  in  fome  others.  For  being  inhibited, 
again  and  again,  as  we  fhall  prefently  fee,  from  the 
cogniiance  of  matrimonial  caufes  particularly,  it  may  be 
reasonably  concluded,  that  wills  and  adminiftrations  were 
Submitted,  under  certain  reftrictiona,  to  their  jurifdic- 
tion  ;  and  that  they  had  a  jurisdiction  temporary,  that 
extended  to  thefe  documents,  may  be  inferred,  again, 
from  the  Conftitution  of  Otho,  Dejtgillis  authenticis. 


CC.Ratomng.  (')  One  only  exception  ocean  to  me,  and  that  of  a  qualified  nature 

vi4%I^Ii?''     — not  xa  *"         ^'  *mt  'n  *  P*0™"^  collection — it  is  in  the  fynod  of 

flni  Contancea   (A.D.  mccclxxv.).    to   tins   effect — "Quod  nuUut   Utrnnue 

mtalis  mr.tat  jure  jurifdictionu  txcedat ;   nee  aliquod  tefiamentum  ultra 

(piadraginiajblidorumfutnmampublicct,  vel  apprabct." 
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But  the  point  is  not  left  to  mere  conjecture.     Long 
ufage    has    eftablifhed  the  teftamentary  jurifdiction    of 
beans  ratal  in  fome  diocefes.     The  conftant  exercife  of 
the  power1  of  proving  wills  by  thefe  officers  within  the 
diocefe  of  Chefter,  though   not  authenticated  in  the 
councils  of  Great  Britain  (and  there  is  not  the  leaft  trace 
of  it  there),  is  an  undoubted  eftabliftiment  of  a  local  right 
to  i'uch  authority.      Indeed,  Dr.  Newton  deemed  the  a».£ct««- 
tejiamentary  jurifdiction  of  Urcanal  otbtnarfes  fo  ancient  n^ml^L/. 
in  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  as  to  be  protected  "  by  pre-       ' 
fcription,  limitation,  exception,  and  cuftom."    The  par- 
ticulars of  this  jurifdiction  (which  ftill  continues,  accord- 
ing to  tlie  evidence  of  Mr.  Ward  before  the  ecclefiaftical  Eecitf.amru- 
commiflioners)  the  reader  will  find  in  the  grants  of  of-  mdcccxxxh. 
fice  by  patent  to  Keans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Chefter,  in  "' 
the  Eppenblr. — Briefly  ftated,  they  were  proving  wills  *, 

(')    "  XX0.  die  men/is  OctobrU,  anno  Dm  Mfflcfimo   quingentejimo  ExLibrJt*gi/fr. 
xxx*.  coram  Willffio  Wall,  capelL  et  deputat  mag.  offic.  in  Ecclid  Coll.  **,?'!!£« 
8*.  Johit  Ceftriffi.  W.  Wud. 

"  Que  die  uxor  Thomas  Croughton  nuper  defunct,  et  Willm.  Fraun- 
ceffe  eaecutorei  nominal,  m  Ujlmo  dicH  defunct*  cotrSerunt  in  Ecclid 
pried  et  eabSmerunt  Uflamentum  et  mventorium  out.  honor,  ipju}  de- 
funct, qui  cxammat.  et  jurat  Jup.  diet  teftament  et  imenno  cum  tcfii- 
but  et  honor,  appreciat.  cowxff.  efi.  admratio  out.  honor,  diet  defunct.  fub 
Jtgillo  fcttanatfM  de  WirraH  pjigiltumoffic.  no  ad  marg." 

This  document,  from  the  old  ffirhjer,  or  JSUghttn-feoak  of  Chefter, 
clearly  (hews  that  the  ratal  Dean  of  Win-all  had  an  authentic  feal ;  and 
exemplifies  one  of  the  many  nfes  to  which  the  iaftrument  was  applied. 

(*>  Sir Robert  Wifeman  delivered  it  aa  hU  opinion  (Oct.  28,  mdcxxii.)  Sir  Robert  Wifc- 
"  That  neither  the  Chancellor  to  the  bifhop  of  Chefter,  nor  the  bilhop 's  ^(."JH""    ' 
principal  Regiftrar  can  or  ought  to  intermeddle  with  doing  of  any  act  of 
jurifdiction,  or  regiftering  any  thing,  or  fpeeding  any  act,  or  difpatching 
any  bniinefs,  which  by  law  practice  and  cuftome  has  been  fped,  executed  and 
difpatched,  by  the  ratal  ocantnrtf,  and  the  Regifter  or  Regifters  thereof: — 
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where  the  eftate  was  under  40/.  (the  wills  of  knights 
and  clergymen  excepted),  calling  for  inventories  and 
accounts,  granting  adminijlrations  under  the  cited  value, 
afligning  curations  &C.1  In  the  year  mdcxv.,  this  juris- 
diction feems  to  have  been  enlarged  to  the  probate  of  all 
wills,  as  well  above  as  under  40/.  But  then  the  office 
of  commiffary  was  united  to  that  of  bean  rural,  and  fo 
continued  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  while  the 
latter  enjoyed  the  augmented  capacity s. 
HmmtfMa*.      Mr.  Whitaker  tells  us,  the  Sean  of  Manchester  ftill 

ckrfltr,  VoL  ii.  * 

p.  &s.  retains  the  probate  of  teftaments  which  bequeath  not 

to  the  value  of  40/. :  and,  I  believe,  the  archdeacon  of 
Chefter  and  commiflary  of  Richmond  exercife  the  fame 
power  by  virtue  alone  of  the  Becanal  office  of  the  dif- 
ferent tieanrfes,  now  consolidated  and  veiled  in  them. 
p^t^'JS6'  ^y's  remarks  on  the  extenfive  ordinary  jurifdictkra 
voi.ii.P.84i    0f  thefe  northern  beans  have  been  cited  in  an  earlier 


fuch  are  probata  of  urilU  where  the  eftate  is  under  AOL,  the  toQU  of 
knights  and  clergymen  excepted,  culling  for  moentorgw  and  account/, 
granting  admmiflratioiu,  the  eftate  being  under  the  fame  vaine,  align- 
ing curalioiu  for  the  ends  aforeiaid,  proceeding  agninft  all  eccleliafticat 
offences  and  fay  lings  (excepting  adulterys  and  inceft),  enjoining  penances 
and  inflicting  ecclefiattical  cenfures,  and  doing  fuch  other  matters  as  are 
neceffary  dependences  upon  the  premifes.  All  which  is  to  be  limited  to 
the  compaft  of  the  faid  btantwfi,  and  to  be  extended  no  further." 
m*.et6«(i-  (')  Chancellor  Wainwright  (A.D.  iidclxxxix.)  laid  claim  to  a  con- 

A*rti  *g2rf    raTrency  of  jurifiUction  with  the  DtaM  total ;  and  now  and  then  proved 
Cfjtr.  w.  Wtrd.  wills  under  40!.,  for  the  fake  of  keeping  up  the  concurrency.     Where- 
upon he  was  food  at  law  by  the  faid  titan*  for  money  received  by  him 
for  fuch  probatet ;  and  a  verdict,  it  is  faid,  was  had  againft  him." 

(')  With  full  tefiamentary  powers  the  Canont  EccUftaftiud  of  the 
ides  of  Jerfey  and  Guemfey  inveft  the  heart  rural  there,  and  fuch  the 
commitflan  of  the  late  bilhop  of  Winchester  grants  to  the  late  htan  of 
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page,  from  his  Refufal  of  the  Oath  in  Convocation,  A.D. 
KDCXH.  The  lame  powers  had  been  previoufly  obferved 
in  the  Puritan's  Defence  of  the  Admonition,  A.D.  mdctv. 
p.  419. — "  In  Chefhire,  Iancaihire,  Yorkfhire,  Richmund- 
fhire,  and  other  northern  parts,  there  be  many  whole 
tftamiea  exempted  from  the  bifhop's  jurisdiction,  wherein 
the  brans  and  their  fubftitutes  have  not  only  the  probates 
of  trills  and  graunting  of  adminijirations,  but  alio  the 
cognifance  of  ecclefiaftical  crimes,  with  power  to  ufe  the 
ecclefiaftical  cenfures.  Yea,  and  this  authority  of  the 
execution  of  ecclefiaftical  cenfures  have  thofe  brans, 
either  long  flnce,  by  fome  papal  priviledges  obteined,  or 
els  by  long  ufe  prefcribed  againft  the  bifhops." 

The  teftamentary  powers  of  the  brans  ratal  of  the  Bion»flBM-. 
diocefe  of  Norwich  even  furpaffed  thofe  of  Chefter;  and  p.mT  ' 
were  as  fully  protected  by  prefcription  and  cuftom  till 
the  era  of  the  Reformation,  when  they  fell  to  the  arch- 

Guemfey  by  mime.  The  former  will  here  fnffice : — ™  26.  Le  tog  en  aura  CW«a.  by 
Fwifimutfion  et  approbation  at*  ttfiamem,  lejquel*  ftront  approieoc* foui  u,im,  feoq'*' 
lefccau  dt  i'officz,  et  enregiftra;  aura  aujji)  I'enregi/lrement  da  inven- 
laires  da  bitn*-tneuble*  del  pupillei,  dejquel*  il  gardera  Jutele  regiflre, 
pour  en  dormer  copit  toutt*  fix*  et  quanta  qu'il  en/era  requu.  Item, 
battler  a  letires  tfadmintftration  del  bient  da  mtefiats,  qui  mourront 
fan  hoirt  de  ieur  chair,  an  prochain  heritier." 

"  27.  Ceus  qui  fcTant  Jaifu  du  tejlament,  foit  hirititrt,  extcuteurs,  ou 
autre*,  fenmt  obliges  de  I'exhiber  et  apporttr  au  Dogen  dan*  un  tnoi*,- 
fault  de  quoyfiront  convenu*  en  court  par  mandat,  en  payant  double* 
covftaga  pour  la  computfoire;  et  aura  It  dit  togrn  pour  lei  dit*  Uf- 
tament,  inventatra,  et  Ultra  d'adminijlration,  id*  drdeti  qui  font  Jpe- 
djici  en  la  table  Jut  cefaU." 

**  28.  Toutei  legations  mobiliairei  faite*  a  I'tgltfe,  mintjirt*,  ejcolei, 
ou  pauvrei,  feront  de  la  cognoijfance  du  bogfit;  mail  Jur  I'oppofxtion 
qui  pourroit  tfire  faite  de  la  validite  du  trftament,  la  court  temporetle  en 
dettrminera  entre  lei  partie*."     Set  Berry's  Guernfey,  p.  263. 
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deacons.  The  bean  rural  of  the  city  of  Norwich  had 
power  to  prove  the  wills  of  fuch  perfons  dying  in  his 
beanrj),  we  are  told,  as  were  not  clerks  or  gentlemen 
of  arms — all  fuch  belonging  to  the  bifhop  only — and 
having  no  goods  out  of  the  jurifdiction  of  his  oranrg— 
all  fuch  belonging  to  the  archdeacon.  The  fame  exten- 
sive jurifdiction  in  tejlamentary  matters  was  alfo  exer- 
cifed  by  the  other  brans  rural  of  the  diocefe  of  Norwich. 
But  none  of  them  were  concerned  with  the  probate  of 
wills  of  noblemen,  of  gentlemen  bearing  arms,  or  of 
clergymen — all  fuch  belonging  exclusively,  throughout 
the  whole  diocefe,  to  the  bifhop' s  jurifdiction. 
swjrt^jft  In  the  form  of  government  by  rural  titans,  or  stuwrta- 
««.  volTi.  ttnbants,  drawn  up  by  Bifhop  Freak  of  Norwich  (A.D. 
'  *"  '  mdlxxx.),  it  is  propofed  to  reftore  to  thefe  officers  cer- 
tain tejlamentary  jurifdiction.  The  bifhop  recounts  the 
prevalent  abufes  of  the  exifting  fyftem  of  proving  wills 
and  granting  admin\ftration,  and  fays — "For  remedy 
whereof  thefe  suptrrnttn&ants  might  do  great  fervice, 
if  any  fhould  dy  within  their  ftranrn,  to  fend  for  the 
minifter,  or  fome  of  the  parifh,  to  examine  the  truth  of 
the  will  without  alteration,  or  the  occafion  of  his  dying 
inteftate.  Which  might  be  very  well  done  at  their 
assmblg  at  prophefies,  or  preaching  every  month  or 
fortnight.  Whereby  all  thofe  which  otherwife  of  devo- 
tion would  not  peradventure  frequent  thofe  exercifes, 
might  upon  occafion  of  neceflary  bufinefs  do  it.  Then 
the  Bujurfnt entrants,  upon  tryal  and  knowledge,  taking 
the  parties  oath,  to  forth  it  to  the  officers,  there  to  be 
proved  accordingly.  This  one  fervice  of  the  gupmnun- 
uants  would  flay  infinite  fuites." 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Matrimonial  Causes. 

SN  the  fame  high  antiquarian  authority  (Dr.  p«c*«M»ii- 
I  White  Kennett),  the  flrort-afirfsttfan  of  the  ff'Vo1'" 
I  atari  rural  had  likewrfe  the  cognifance  of 
i  matrimonial  caufes  and  matters  of  divorce, 
till,  in  the  council  at  Oxford,  under  Archbilhop  Langton  cc.m.b.*h. 
(A.D.  mccsxii.),  an   inhibition  patted  to  the  following  J^'j^'"8' 
effect : — "  Quontam  in  caufis  matrimonialibus  magna,  eft 
difcuffio  necejfaria,  unde  perkulofum  eft  eas  hftrnplicibus 
tractari;  flatuimus,  ut  fcteanf  rnralM  nullam  caufam  matri- 
momalem   (nee   ad  mattvnonium   conjungendum,  nee   «(fc*«Lii. 
mairimonium  disjungendum,  gloff.)  de  catero  audire  prce-  in  voce. 
fumant;  fed  et  earum  examinatio  non  nifi  viris  difcretis 
committatur,  ambus  ajjidtntibus,fi  commodi  fieri  poterit, 
pqftmodumfententia  pronuncietur." 

The  reafon  why  Beans  rural  were  not  to  prefume  to 
tit  judicially  upon  fuch  caufes,  either  "ratione  officii,"  or 
"pratcxtu  confueludinis"  Lyndwood  affigns,  in  his  com- 
mentary : — "  Nam  cum  tales  Oetanf  ruralr-B  nonfunt  per- 
petui,  et  quicquidfaciunt,  nonfuojhd  alie.no  nomine  faciunt; 
etiam  ratione  confueludinis '  pr&fcribert  non  pqffunt  &c." 

(' )  On  this  Recount,  as  well  as  others,  Atterbury  argues,  the   office  Ckargt  fi  tht 
mod  needs  after  wards  have  declined  apace;  becenfe  a  dhnier  would  bar  J^/j^^f 
them  of  any  branch  of  their  authority,  and  no  enftom  whatsoever  could  tfTotmeji, 
either  give  them  what  they  had  not,  or  reftore  to  them  what  they  had  loft.  UDCC!Vl"- 
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And  becaufe  alio,  Atterbury  apprehends,  their  period  of 

office  was  often  likely  to  determine  ere  fuch  intricate 

caufes,  wherein  many  witneffes  were  to  be  examined, 

could  be  ripened  to  a  fentence.      To  which  fufficient 

reafons,  the  bifhop  of  Saint  David's  fubjoins,  out  of-1 

fheer  prejudice,  a  further  plea  of  difqualification  in  their 

jPmtefaLL.ii.  fuppofed  ignorance  of  the  canon-law : — "  Quid,,  ut  com- 

gL my.  muniteY,  tales  bttanf  xvxaXnfunt  impcriti,  et  Juris  ignari." 

In  which  invidious  infinuation  of  incompetency  he  is 

**#■ D-  otkm-  fupported,  with  much  of  the  fame  fpirit,  by  John  de 

Athon,  in  his  glofs  on  the  twenty-third  Conjlitution  of 

Cardinal  Otho  {A.D.  mccxxxvi.).     Not  do  the  Beans  meet 

A*Hq,  tfon.    with  better  treatment  from  Mr.  Somner,  who  flatly  for- 

p-178. '  bids  them  to  meddle  with  matrimonial  caufes  and  the 

like,  "  as  being,  by  common  intendement,  not  qualified 

with  Hull  enough  to  handle  them." 

"■      And  yet,  in  an  hypothetical  cafe  fubfequently  railed 

by  the  official  of  Canterbury  in  his  glofs  on  "  viris  dij- 

cretis"  he  admits,  that,  by  fpecial  commiffion  of  the 

bifliop,  matrimonial  caufes  may  be  delegated  to  a  bran- 

rural's  court  of  judicature,  "Si  talis  toecanus  raralfs  otitis 

Jit  ad  talia  difcretus,fciens,  et  idoneus."     To  the  bifhop, 

however,  alone  the  power  of  hearing  them  primarily  and 

eflentially  belongs,  "  de  jure  communi;  " — abbots,  cathe- 


PmocMai  Ami-  (■)  It  is  apparent,  fays  Kennett,  that  the  gloflator,  John  de  A  thou, 
plsso''  °  "  canon  of  a  cathedral  church,  was  a  profefled  enemy  to  rural  jDumi  ;  and, 
in  feveral  of]  his  notes.  Ours  over  the  dignity  and  authority  of  this  office. 
The  fame  partial  humour  runs  through  the  gloues  of  William  Lyndwood, 
official  of  the  court  of  Canterbury,  who  vifibly  ftraina  the  fenfe  of  forne 
terms  and  expreffions,  in  prejudice  to  the  rural  bran*;  and  does,  in  one 
place,  roundly  condemn  them  all  for  men  unlearned  and  ignorant  of 
the  law. 
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dral  Scans,  and  archdeacons,  claiming  it  only  "  ex  privi- 
legio  vel  confuetudine  prafcriptd ;  "  and,  as  appears  from 
the  Confiitutions  of  John  Thoresby,  archbifhop  of  York  ^Jf;8*/"' 
{A.D.  mccclxvii.),  Jo  often  abuflng  their  privilege  by  the 
fale  of  their  judicial  character  to  inferior  and  dishoneft 
fubftitutes  — "  etiam  interveniente  nonnunqu&m  notabili 
pecuniae  quantitate" — that  it  was  found  neceffary  to  place 
them  under  fevere  reftrictive  penalties  for  the  due  per- 
Jbnal  exercife  of  their  functions. 

A    curious  queftion    enfues  in  the  Provinciate  —  bsinoiA^ 
**  Whether  the  totana  of  the  archbifhop's  peculiars,  as  ""o.«"inT.'  ' 
Shoreham,  Croydon,  and  others,  can,  ex  confuetudine       '  '""' 
prafcriptd.,  have  cognifance  of  matrimonial  caufes  ?  " — To 
which  the  author  refponds  in  the  affirmative ; — becaufe, 
fays  he,  thofe  beans  have  archidiaconal  jurifdiction  "  in 
locis  fvis,"  arid  are  fubject  to  the  archbifhop  alone,  who 
deputes  them :  "  Cum  lamen  ceeteri  iecam  raralea,  etiam 
ut  communit$r,fubfint  arckidiaconis"    Vide  plura  in  loco*. 

Whatever  capacity  of  fitting  judicially  on  matrimonial 
caufes,  in  tonrHZtfiristfan,  beans  rural  may  have  had  before 
the  thirteenth  century,  they  do  not  appear  to  have 
retained  it  after  its  commencement ;    though  Bifhop  pancMaij*u- 
Kennett  is  of  opinion  that  the  twenty-third  Conftitution  p.  wo!' 
of  Cardinal  Otho,  already  referred  to,  allows  them  to 
retain  their  jurifdiction  in  thefe  matters,  provided  they 
could  allege  privilege  or  cuftom  for  the  fame.     But, 
without  at  all  regarding  the  annotations  of  the  gloflator,  °"AjP  °**- 
to  which  the  bifhop  objects  on   the   fcore  of  preju-  t-n.  ' 
dice  and  partiality,  I  am  inclined  to  interpret  the  term 

(')  From  the  like  character  of  their  jurifdiction,  the  oeanfl  of  Jerfey  Berrj'i  Oim- 
and  Griernfey  ure  at  prefent  inverted  with  powers  "  to  proceed  in  matri-  ■/""w'  p' i63' 
monial  caa.fi*  and  contract*." 
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"betanf"  of  the  text  ("_/?  qui  verd  betanf,  arcMdiaconi,  vel 
abbatcs,  &c")  as  meaning  catfubral,  and  not  rural  beans. 
Indeed  the  whole  preamble  of  the  canon  appears  to  me 
to  be  directed  againft  the  latter,  as  pointedly  as  poffible, 
by  implication ; — becaufe  no  judge  is  to  take  cognifance" 
of  marriage-eaufes,  "per  ctgus  jimplicitatem,  imperitiam, 
vel  rudttatem,  inutilis  feratur  jententia,  vel  injufta,  et  ab- 
folvatw  nocens,  et  innoceru  condemnetur : " — which  very 
defects  in  the  judicial  character  of  the  bean  raral,  real  or 
imaginary,  are  elfewhere  alleged  as  difqualifying  him  to 
prefide  over  fuch  difficult  fuits '. 

Whether,  however,  John  de  Athon  or  Kennett  be 
right,  the  canon  refidentiary  or  the  bilhop,  is  not  worthy 
more  minute  inquiry  ;  for  the  fequel  of  the  law  reflrains 
the  becanal,  archidiaconal,  and  every  other  delegated 
authority,  from  proceeding  to  a  final  decree  in  their 

PmergtM  Jwrit  (')  "  Tia  provided  by  a.Provmcial  Conflitution,"  fays  AyluTe,"  that, 
nai,  pp.  aifs-'s.  for  the  future,  no  rural  Diana  (hall  prefume  to  hear  or  take  cognifance  of 
any  matrimonial  oaaje,  either  in  order  to  join  or  diflblve  a  marriage,  on 
account  of  their  office,  or  wider  any  pretence  of  any  cuftom  whatever ; 
becaufe  the  plea  in  both  cafes  is  de  fatten  matrimonii,  and  concerns  the 
validity  of  it.  And,  confequently,  they  cannot  hear  incident  canfea,  or 
fuch  matters  as  are  acceftary  thereto.  And,  as  they  cannot  hear  or  exa- 
mine fuch  a  caufe,  fo,  confequently,  they  cannot  decide  the  fame ; 
becaufe,  if  that  is  prohibited  which  is  lets,  that  is  likewife,  a  fortiori,  pro- 
hibited which  is  greater.  By  the  canon-law,  rural  t»atl#  cannot  preferibe 
to  have  jurifdiction  in  matrimonial  caiifet,  either  in  regard  of  their 
office,  ot  under  any  pretence  of  cuftom ;  for,  as  they  are  not  perpetual, 
and  as  whatever  they  do  is  not  done  in  their  own  name,  they  cannot 
prefcribe  to  have  jurifdiction  on  the  foundation  of  cuftom.  Nor  have 
they  any  jurifdiction  from  fuch  as  do  make  or  conftitute  them  rural 
btang ;  fince  tbey  do  not  defign  to  give  this  power  to  them.  And 
another  reafon  is,  becaufe  thefe  rural  bran*  are  generally  ignorant  and 
unfkilful  in  the  law." 
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refpective  courts  or  c&aptra,  "nifi  prius  habitd  delibera-  can.  a  an. 
tione  de  caufts  mentis  cum  dicecefano  epifcopo  diligenti,       Lp- 
ipjiufque,  requifito  confilio  et  obtento." 

Inhibitions  innumerable  appear  in  our  infular,  and  in 
foreign  councils  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  cen- 
turies, restrictive  of  the  interference  of  brans  rural  and 
their  chapters,  and,  in  a  few  cafes,  even  of  archdeacons, 
in  matrimonial,  teflamentaty,  and  civil  cattfes  of  grave 
import, — all  fuch  being  referred  for  the  bifliop's  per- 
gonal cognifance.     Canonical  notices  to  this  effect  occur 
in  the  tomes  of  the  councils  at  large,  and  particularly  in 
WiLkins's  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.,  too  numerous  for  citation : 
— ex.  gr. — before  the  Oxford  council  of  Archbithop 
Langton,  quoted  by  the  parochial  antiquary  as  the  firfl 
that  impofed  the  limitation  in  queftion,  we  find  the 
tenth  canon  of  the  Meath  ConJHtutions  (A.D.  hccxvi.)  ccm.b.*h. 
forbidding  to   arr&pritBts  probate  of  wills,  matrimonial,^1'1"'548' 
■fimoniacal,  criminal,  and  beneficiary  caufes.    Definitive  p.sm. 
fentences  are  again  forbidden  to  them  in  marriagejuits 
by  the  Durham  council  of  AD.  iiccxx. — "in  dubio  cqfu, 
inconfulto  epifcopo  ;" — which  would  rather  indicate,  by 
the  way,  that,  in  clear  ftraight-forward  cafes,  brans  and 
others  might  judge  and  decide.     The  council  of  Rouen 
(A.D.  Mccxxxi.),  can.  xiu.  inhibits,  "  Ne  aliquis  orchidia-  casvum^. 
tonus,  feu  brcantts  ruralfe,  five  monachus,  vel  quicunque  jkcc'tw.3* 
alius,  cognofcat  de  caufis  matrimonialibus,  nifi  fuper  hoc  MIiWL  ""• 
priviUgium  apqfioUcai  fedia  hobeot,  vel  ob  ontiquoficfuerit 
eonjuetum  t  fed  cum  in  eorum  auditorio  talis  quafiio  deve- 
nerit,  earn  epifcopo  loci,  vel  ejus  officialism  mora  difpcn- 
diofiudeant  nundare,  partes  ad  ipforum  examen  compctenti 
termino  remittentes." 
This  was  the  ufual  cuftom  of  the  age.     The  council 
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of  Chateau  Gontier  (AD.  mccxxxi.)  forbids  tKan*  rural 

Vtt  to  have  any  thing  to  do  with  caufes  matrimonial,  "  autko- 

p."i.L.'n.c.vt.  ritate  proprid;" — the  fame   inhibition  is  repeated   at 

ss.cc.Tom.     Laval  (A.D.  uccxlii.)'.  "  Niji  de  fpeciaii  mandate  fid  ponti- 

xi».  col  is),    j^^  nutiatenu&  cognofcere  vel  definite  prtrjumant  de  caufes 

matrimonialibus,fimoni££,  vet  aliis  qua  ad  degradationem 

vel  admxffiontm  benejkii,  vel  depofitionem  exigant."     All 

which  things   are  again  forbidden  to  beans  rural,  and 

others,  at  Saumur,  (AD.  mccliii.); — where  thefe,  and 

other  inferior  functionaries,  exercifing  ecclefiaftical  jurif- 

diction,  are  charged  not  to  employ  officials  or  deputies ; 

"fed  extra  civitatem,"  fays  the  canon,  "in  propriis  per- 

fonis  fuum  dUigenter  expleant  offictum,"    The  fame  canon 

parted   the  fynod   of  Langrac    (AD.  mcclxxvul),    and 

cc.M.B.ttH.  others.     Again,  fctans  ratal  are  inhibited  caufes  matri- 

vol  ii. ^.m    monial  at  Norwich  (AD.  mcclvii.)*  unlefs  fpecially  com- 

nfijmoM.    miflioned  by  the  bifhop ;— at  Bayeux  (AD.  mccc.)  ;— at 

cc.aLB.Hx.  Winchefter  (AD.  Mccevm.),  where  the  StattB  are  called 

ss.cc.Tom.'    tteang  of  tfie  arcSttwcons  ; — at  Treves  (AD.  mcccx.),  where 

ni.Mi.M6.     the  ^tje  of  «joren)(e!j  arejfpnBijteri "  is  applied  to  them, 

can.  xxv. ; — at  Dublin  (A.D.  MCcexLvm.).  can.  x. ; — with 

many  others  of  later  date ; — not  omitting  the  council  of 

Malines  (AD.  mdlxx.),  "  cap.  hi.  De  correctione  cleri- 

corum;"  and  the  council  of  Trent, feff.  xxv.  c.  14. 

From  the  frequent  repetition  of  the  fame  inhibition, 
it  is  clear,  fays  Thoinaflm,  that  the  officers  in  queftion 
were  continually  evading  the  limitation,  then  placed  on 
their  eccleflaftical  jurifdiction,  and  ufurping  the  privi- 
leges of  their  fuperiors.  But  fee  the  remarks  of  White 
Kennett  on  the  titan's  priority  of  cognifance  of  matri- 
monial and  other  caufes,  in  the  fecond  volume  of  his 
Parochial  Antiquities,  pp.  350,  351.  and  my  fubfequent 
obfervations  at  the  clofe  of  this  fection . 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Bbnspiciaky  Matters. 

S  beans  of  ®&risttanftg,  we  are  told,  our  rural  /WHai-fa«- 
ftuutfonaries  had  likewife  in  their  chapters  a  v$n' 
great  fhare  in  the  trials  for  the   right  of 
advowfon,   and    the  pojfhjfion   of  benefices; 
while,  by  orders  from  a  fuperior  judge,  they  were  to 
make  inquifition  into  the  darrein  prefentment,  or  lafl  turn 
of  prefentation ;  and  by  the  verdict  of  fuch  inqueji  could 
prejudge  the  prefent  incumbent,  and  give  poffeflion  to 
a  new  clerk;  till  the  abufe  of  this  power  occafloned  a  re- 
gulation of  it  in  the  council  at  Lambeth  (AJD.  mcclxxxi).  cc.ilb.mh, 
Such  is  the  fummary  ftatement  of  Bifhop  Kennett;  and  ToL"-*i* 
I  believe  it  to  be  correct. 

The  whole  procefs  of  the  ancient '  inquifitio  (of  which 
the  modern  jus  patronatils  formed  a  part)  "per  quam  iv**™*, 
folet  inqutri  de  jure  prafcntantis,  et  mentis  prafentati,  mra.4i.fav. 
necndn  de  vacatione  eccle/us,  et  tpfius  vacationis  modo,  &c."  £1?$'™"' 


(')  It  was  the  practice  of  the  thirteenth  century,  upon  the  death  of  an  JohniWs  Ec- 
bcumbent,  to  have  a  jury*  confifting  half  of  the  clergy,  half  of  the  laity.  "Jfy1^^,, 
and  the  biihop,  or  his  reprtjaitatioe,  preuding  as  judge ;  in  which  the 
right  of  patronage,  and  the  qualifications  of  the  clerks  prefented,  were 
determined.  Againft  the  abufe  of  tbefe  ordinary  inquejis,  as  too  often 
perverted  under  the  presidency  of  of anft  rural  to  the  violation  of  benefices 
actually  full,  the  Lambeth  C<mjliliiti<ma  provide.  To  oppofe  fuch  an 
official"  inquifiHo  dc  jure  patronatiit"  upon  a  church  becoming  vacant, 
was  an  excomnmni  cable  offence. 
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was  often  conflgned  to  the  local  court  of  the  Bean  rural. 
The  Conftitutiont  of  the  bifhop  of  Moath  committed 
fome  of  thefe  matters  to  the  artfiprirsts  of  that  diocefe 
immediately  on  their  appointment  to  fucceed  the  rftor- 

cc.M.B.nH.  rpiscopf: — " Fariant  inqvifitiones  fieri  (viz.  ard&fpttSfirjtfri 

*"     '    feu  flecanf  ruralts)  de  beneficiis  vaeantibus,  et  de  intrujis  vi 

laicd  in  beneficia,  &c."  can.  x.    And  fo  the  learned  Dr. 

oftbouvck,  Field  writes: — "The  Beans  were  to  take  notice  of  all 
places  of  miniftery  void,  upon  what  occafion,  and  by 
whofe  fault  they  continued  voyd :  of  all  intrufions  into 
places  of  miniftery,  and  of  the  inveftiture  of  all  fuch  as 
newly  entred  into  the  charge  of  the  miniftery,  and  the 
authority  by  which  fubftitutes  fupply  the  places  of  other 
men '." 

The  abufe  of  this  power  of  holding  inquifitwns  of 
vacant  benefices  in  the  rural  courMftftrfsttan,  having  led  to 
falfe  and  clancular  presentations  to  cures  already  full 
(too  often  fecretly  entertained  by  the  court,  to  the  dis- 
placement of  rightful  incumbents,  and  the  fubftitution 
of  illegal  fucceffore— the  former,  all  the  time,  being  in 
utter  ignorance  of  the  fliara  pleadings  concerted  for 
defpoiling  them  of  their  preferment),  it  was  enacted  by 

cc. M. s.eill.  ( ' )  The  following  canon,  De  reoepHone  fecuiuti  benefit*,  fhould  have 
Vol.  i,  p.  600.  \xen  quoted  in  our  earlier  pages.  It  calls  the  attention  of  beans  rural 
to  the  enforcement  of  the  Lateran  aad  provincial  coupcua  on  the  fob- 
ject  of  pluralities  in  the  diocefe  of  Sarum: — "  Quum  m  ctmcUio  Latent- 
nenfi  prima  dignofcitur  effe  J'ttUtttum,  et  nuper  in  generali  oomaitio  eoi- 
dentdu  firit  expreffbm,  ut  qutcunque  recuperet  benejtcium,  cut  tjfit  aura 
anhnarum  annexa,  fi  priiu  tale  beneficium  obtinekat,  to  JU  ipjb  jura 
privatum:  et  ft  forte  Uhid  retmere  ecntenderit,  utroque  privetur ;  areki- 
diaconu,  qflteialitnu,  tttranf*  prxcipimu*  dtjlrieli,  quod  tatnde  recipien- 
tibtu,  quam  de  retmerUSnu,  poft  vutgationem  ftatutorum  crntdiU,  no* 
reddant  certioret." 
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In  beneficiary  inquefts,  the  beans  rural  of  Normandy 
were  early  concerned.  They  were  parties  to  a  folemn 
compact  entered  into  for  providing  an  ambulatory  court- 
ar&rfsti'an  for  fuch  purpofes,  in  the  commencement  of  the 
thirteenth  century; — on  which  occafion  it  was  cove- 

casamag.  nanted  by  the  archbiwop  of  Rouen  {A.D.  mccxvii.),  with 
'  '  ""*'  Philip,  king  of  France,  that  the  beans  ratal  mould  attend, 
with  four  presbyters  each,  at  the  fummons  of  the  civil 
officers,  "  Ad  recognitions  eeclejiarvm,  de  quibus  dubi- 
tatumftterit  ad  quosjus  pertineat  patronatus,  et  ad  remo- 
vmdos  fugitivos  ab  ecclefiisJecundUm  ufus  et  confuetudines 
NortnannuE,  &c."  If  this  ambulatory  court  attended  not 
at  the  appointed  time  and  place,  the  bean  was  fubject  to 
a  fine  of  nine  pounds  ("Jine  relaxations  ")  to  be  given  to 
the  lepers'  hofpital  of  Rouen. 

The  provincial  council  of  the  fame  fee  {A.D.  mccxlv.) 
impofes  on  the  beans  ratal  the  duty  of  making  known  to 
the  archbilhop  the  vacant  churches  of  their  refpective 
beanrfes,  the  collation  to  which  belonged  to  the  arch- 
bilhop, either  by  right  of  patronage  or  lapfe ;  and  the 

Pracepta  ij«n-  value  of  each,  as  far  as  it  was  known  to  them.     The 

"*     fame  council  aho  complains  of  the  negligent  manner  in 

which  " inqvijitiones  ecclefiarum"  were  carried  on  by  the 

beans,  and  threatens  grave  pumftiment  on  all  future 

difpnted  church,  viz.  Tentwardene,  lay:  Chnm.tP.Thom.  col. 2080; — 
alio  fie  the  protracted  quarrel  of  the  Augultine  monks  and  King  John, 
J«;ob'i  Hiftcry  about  Fa verlham  church — "  Indeqvc  profeclus  abbcu  adipfamccckftam, 
fFmrim,  conoocatia  panc/uari*  in  prafintid  brtnti  loci"— the  Htm  of  Ofpringe— 
&c  col.  1845 ;  again,  cot  1956-7-8  ;  and  Prynne's  Papal  XJJitrpaHons, 
Tome  III.  pp.  380,  feqq.  W.  Keanett  refers  to  Munimenla  HofpitaX.  SS. 
Trmitat.  de  Pontefracto,  §8*.  foL  49.  for  inquifitum  of  title  to  bene- 
fiat*  &c  in  rural  cbapttrt.    §R*.  OW.  Parocft.  Antiq.  Vol  il  p.  348. 
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offenders  againft  the  canons  and  constitutions  of  the 
church  in  this  refpect. 

Dr.  Kennett  fugeefts  to  Bifhop  Gardiner  of  Lincoln  an*,  vttxuba, 

00  *  Parochial  Amti- 

(A.D.  mdcxcix.)  "  to  have  commifftona  dejure  patronatua,  jut*™,  vol  «. 
dilapidations  &c,  executed  by  the  rural  bean  and  fomev 
ofliftants*    And  the  Convocational  Proceedings  under  can. B.t h. 
Queen  Anne  (A.D.  mdccx.)   propofe  it  "  as  worthy  of  *  ""  * 
consideration,  whether  rural  beans  Should  not  be  the  firft 
nominated  in  all  writs  of  inquiry  dejure  patronatus  &c." 
Mtital  tboftttt  had  been  long  extinct  at  the  dates  re- 
ferred to.     They  expired  at  the  Reformation. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Vt  lores  Bbneficioruk. 

(HE  judicial  proceffes  we  have  been  confider- 
ing,  were  not  the  only  ones  carried  forward 
in  our  rata!  rtrutta-mltsfaBrir,  under  the  autho- 
*  rity  and  fanction  of  the  hierarchy.     Bene- 
ficiary inquifitions  of  another  kind,  and  with  another 
object,  formed  alfo  a  part  of  their  fubject  matter.     The 
faalorre  of  appropriate  benefices  were  there  worked  out, 
preparatory  to  the  ordination   of  vicarages;   and  the 
general  babies  of  all  church  property,  by  which  papal 
and  royal  taxes  were  aflefled,  were  there  perfected. 
&<  wharten'a        The  reader  is  of  courfe  aware,  that  our  parochial 
ro£2^pVios,  churches   were,  at   firft,  rectories,  pofTelfed  of  tithes, 
'■  caf,  glebe,  and  offerings ;  and  that  vicarages,  chapels  of  eafe, 
isreqq.  and  donatives,  were  of  fubfequent  derivation  from  the 
parent   endowments.     Out  of  that  great  bane  of  the 
church,  appropriation '  (by  which  is  meant  the  afilgning 
of  rectories  to  religious  houfes  and  monafteries),  fprung 
vicarages ;  which  began  to  be  ordained  in  the  thirteenth 

Sir  H. Spelnun'B  (' )  "  In  old  times,  whilft  tbcfe  churches  were  in  the  clergy-hand,  they 
HjJ™J  were  called  appropriations,  becanfe  they  were  appropriate  to  a  parti- 
p.  137.  cular  fucceffion  of  church-men :  now  they  are  called  impropriations,  for 

they  are  improperly  in  the  hands  of  lay-men."     For  the  hiftory  of 

appropriation,  fie  Ayliffe's  Parergon  Jura   Canonic*  Anglicam,  p.  86 ; 

and  Gibfon 'a  Codex  I.  E.  A.  Vol.  i.  Tit  xxx.  c.  xm.  p.  7 16,  note ;— and 

pp.  720-21. 
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century,  in  order  to  make  fome  amends — the  beft  that 
could  be  devifed  by  well-difpofed  bifhops  ,  under  the 
circumftances,  for  the  injury  done  to  the  church  in  the 
alienation  of  her  property — by  a  partial  disappropriation 
of  the  feme,  in  the  language  of  Prynne — by  reclaiming 
a  portion  of  it  to  its  priftine  ufe,  and  therewith  localizing 
and  maintaining  a  parochial  clergy. 

In  making  thefe  ordinations  of  vicarages,  the  chapters  £■/<■  tfBuiup 
of  the  tatan  ratal  were  highly  ufeful  to  the  diocefans,  p.mi&.vii 
from  the  local  knowledge  of  the  members  of  which  awc"fp.3j. 
they  were  corapofed.     The  method  pnrfued  in  allotting 
vicars  their  portions  was  this : — An  inquijition a  was  made 
in  the  r&aptm  of  the  ratal  beans,  into  the  value  of  the 
rectories,  and  the  competent  portions  to  be  afligned  to 
the  vicarages  ;  regard  being  always  had,  in  proportion- 
ing the  latter  to  the  nature  and  flze  of  the  cure.     A 
return  was  then  delivered  to  the  bifbop ;  who  either 

(')  To  inftance  only  two  of  the  very  beft  governors  of  the  church  Kennott'i  cafi 
before  the  Reformation,  ArchbUhop  Peckham  Bad  BUhop  Groffetefte.—  fj^^ffi' 
The  former  (confecrated  arehbtfhop  of  Canterbury  A.D.  mcclxxyiii.) 
made  it  one  of  the  labours  of  his  life  to  reduce  this  Ihtuneful  abufe  of 
appropriations :  nor  had  the  latter  (confecrated  bifhop  of  Lincoln  A.D. 
mccxxxv.)  lefa  abhorrence  of  this  fraudulent  corruption.  He  looked  on 
all  appropriations  as  fo  many  ftratagems  to  rob  God  of  his  honour,  the 
prieft  of  hi*  maintenance^  and  the  people  of  their  very  fouls ;  and  there- 
fore he  laboured,  as  far  as  pofflble,  to  reform  this  evil,  and  to  reftore  all 
tythes  to  the  parochial  clergy. 

(*)  "  Amo  mccxx.  menfe  Octobri,  per  Hugonem  Jecunditm  Lincoluue  ckmiieatjkt 
cpifiopum,  or<£rutta  el  taxata  fuid  vicaria  in  ecdefiu,  guat  canonic*  „£  dex>m-    " 
de  Dnnftaple  kabent  in  w/iw propria* ;  prxkabitd  m  lapttulis,  in  qidbui  f^e^.v- 9!i- 
conji/iunt,  dUigenti  mauifitiane  de  atftima&me  thm  eccUfiarum  quam 
vicariarum  ;  tt  in  quibut  competrnlSit  vicaria  conftjltre  poffenL"     To 
which  are  annexed  the  entries  in  the  epifcopal  Jhritua,  of  the  feveral 
vicarages. 
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approved  and  confirmed  the  acts  of  the  rural  chapters,  or 
made  fuch  alterations  therein  as  he  thought  neceffary ; 
after  which,  the  allotment  was  entered  in  the  biihop's 
regifter ; — he,  in  effect,  having  the  whole  management 
of  the  bufinefs  in  his  own  hands,  and  only  delegating 
fuch  branches  of  it  to  the  inferior  rourt»-df)r(sHan  of  the 
btamit*  as  he  deemed  them  beft  qualified  to  execute '. 

The  accuracy  with  which  the  rural  beans,  aided  by 
their  rapftula,  performed  the  difficult  labours  of  appre- 
ciation in  thefe  cafes  of  appropriate  benefices,  induced 
the  papal  fee  to  extend  their  fervices  to  the  valuation  of 


CoUectinta  To-  (')  The  expences  incurred  on  thefe  occafions,  as  far  as  the  titan  and 
¥2tH?iS«r  rfeBPlrt  we*e  concerned,  are  given  in  a  very  interefting  document,  pub- 
Hflied  by  the  Rev.  J.  Hunter,  on  the  Ecclefiafhcal  Hifiory  ofTtewibury, 
in  the  archbifhopric  of  York  :— 

"  The  expences  of  the  bean  of  Pontefract  and  the  vicar  of  the  fame, 
and  of  twelve  rectors  and  vicars  belonging  to  the  faid  tcaiurg,  being  at 
De wsbury  on  the  Friday  nest  after  the  feaft  of  SL  Catherine  tbe  virgin, 
for  the  pnrpofe  of  valuing  and  examining  each  portion  to  tbe  faid  church 
belonging,  and  remaining  there  for  a  day  and  a  night .     .     £.0.  7*.  3uL 

"  To  the  tttan  and  his  clerk,  for  their  labour  on  the  faid  day,  £.0.  3*.  Oo!." 

Other  items  of  expenditure  follow;  and  among  the  reft,  an  allowance 
to  the  bran  of  Doncafter  and  others  "  for  taking  an  inquifitkm  and  cer- 
tifying the  archbifhop,  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  feaft  of  St  Bar- 
nabas the  Apoftle,  for  one  day  and  one  night  ....  £.0. 17*.  Id. 
p.  loo.         "  For  the  expenses  &c  &c-  and  the  making  a  vicarage,  £.1.  2*.  bd. 

"  The  whole  bufinefs,"  writes  the  learned  antiquary,  "  was  conducted 
with  great  deliberation  and  care,  under  the  eye  of  the  Don  of  that 
otanftg  in  which  Dewabury  was  fituated,  who  fummoned  for  the  pnrpofe 
a  (utg  of  tlerfca ;  and  again  (for  what  reafon  another  bun  was  chofen 
does  not  appear),  under  the  eye  of  the  bran  of  Doucafter,  the  next  adja- 
cent bcatirtji,  who  fummons  a  jury  of  parllhioners:  the  0tan«,  in  both 
inftances,  being  affined  by  the  vicars  of  the  towns  from  whence  the 
btantrU*  had  their  denominations." 
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all  ecclcfiaftical  endowments ;  and  accordingly,  to  thefe 
fttiuti onatus,  and  the  members  of  their  little  courts,  we 
trace  the  compilation  of  Kalotcs  sIBttirf icforam,  and  the 
levying  of  the  taxes  themfelves  in  accordance  therewith, 
whenever  it  pleafed  his  Holinefs  of  Rome  to  mulct  the 
pockets  of  the  clergy  of  thefe  realms. 

By  a  UaloT  aSeiuffrionim  is  meant,  in  the  words  of 
Dr.  Pegge,  "J  Book  of  Rates,  to  be  a  public  written  rule 
orjlandard,  by  which  thefeveral  incumbents,  whether  reli- 
gious orfecular,  were  to  make  their  payments,  from  time 
to  time,  of  JirJt-fruUs  and  tenths,  and  all  other  fubjidies 
whatfoever."  No  fuch  appreciation  of  ecclefiaftical  pro- 
perty, under  a  general  papal  edict,  appears  to  have  taken 
place  here  before  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century. 
At  an  earlier  date,  it  is  true,  the  clergy  granted  the 
crown  fubjidies  in  various  proportions :  but  this  they  did 
by  off  effing  themfelves,  without  the  intervention  of  an  Ptgte,ntj^p,i, 
oath; — the  bilhops  appointing  collectors  for  their  re- c/™!*.^™ 
fpective  diocefes,  and  thefe  again  uTuing  their  mandates 
to  the  rural  titans,  who  fettled  the  fums  to  be  paid  by 
the  feveral  incumbents,  in  their  r&aptns1,  by  common 
eftimation,  or  the  reputed  value  of  the  benefices. 

When  Hugh  de  Welles,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  erected 
five  vicarages  in  the  churches  belonging  to  the  priory  of 
Dunftaple  (A.D.  mccxx.),  he  inveftigated  the  values  of 
the  rectories  by  means  of  a  tfeianaf  mqui/ition,  profecuted  -*«■*«  * 

-in  -  Drnilbple,  p.  95. 

with  unufual  ftnctnefs.  But  we  look  in  vain  for  a 
proper  Ualot,   fays  the   prebendary  of  Louth  before 


(*)■"  jinno  mccxvii.  dedinnu  ticefanam  reddiluum  nqfhrontmjecun-  Jmaltidt 
dum  commutum  ajUmationem  bonarum  nqflromm  ad  Jitccurfum  terra  p  gj  v  *"'    °' 
Jimclte,  jimid  de  Iribui  amut,  &e.." 
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quoted,  "  til)  force  and  couipulflon  commenced,  and 
the  Pope  began  to  raife  money  on  the  fubjcct :  which 
was  not  till  after  the  kingdom  was  abfolutely  enflaved 
by  him,  and  the  grand  engines  of  interdicts  and  excom- 
munications could  obtain  their  full  force." 

Then  it  was  that  the  wary  and  avaricious  biihop  of 
Rome  availed  himfelf  of  the  inftrumentality  of  tetanal 
rapittda  and  their  refponfible  presents,  for  obtaining  an 
accurate  ITalor  of  church  property,  in  order  that  he 
might  make  it  tributary,  as  occafion  might  offer  and 
his  neceffities  require,  to  the  papal  treafury. 

The  method  of  competing  the   r/alot  of  the  year 
mccliv.  (when  Innocent  gave  the  firft-fruits  and  tenths 
of  all  ecclefiaftical  benefices  to  Henry  III.  for  three 
years,)  was  this : — "  The  Pope,"  fays  the  biographer  of 
pokpi'i  £(/»  c/  Biftiop  Groffetefte,  "firft  of  all  appointed  a  principal 
6**0"4*"*  collector,  called  alfo  executor,  who  administered  an  oath 
Annat.  B*rto.  to  the  mtal  teans  and  the  rectors  or  vicars  of  the  moft 
p'm  confequence  in  the  tbapttra  of  every  teams  in  the  re- 

fpective  diocefes,  to  make  a  true  return.  Thefe,  there- 
fore, were  the  perfons  that  in  fact  made  the  Ualors,  and 
had  a  power  of  tendering  an  oath  to  the  parties  they 
were  to  examine  and  inquire  of,  and,  in  cafe  of  contu- 
macy, of  interdicting  or  excommunicating  them.  The 
return  of  the  teatt  and  his  associates  was  to  be  made  in 
writing,  under  their  feals,  at  a  certain  time  and  place. 
The  religious  houfes  were  to  be  rated  along  with  the 
fecular  benefices ;  and  though,  in  the  prefent  cafe,  the 
favourite  orders  of  the  Ciftercians,  the  Hofpitallers,  and 
Templars,  were  to  be  exempted,  (the  two  latter,  I  pre- 
fume,  on  account  of  the  perfonal  fervice  to  be  performed 
by  them  in  the  Holy  Land,  this  fubfidy  being  intended 
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for  the  Crufade),  yet  the  Ualor  was  to  include  them,  to 
be  ready,  we  will  fuppofe,  on  future  occaflons.  If  the 
religious  houfe  was  fituated  in  the  ftfanrp,  then  the 
effects  thereof  were  to  be  taxed  by  the  religious  them- 
felves,  upon  oath ;  namely,  fuch  of  their  effects  as  did 
not  confift  in  appropriate  churches  or  feparate  tithes, 
for  thefe  would  fall  under  the  cognifance  of  the  rural 
bean  and  his  partners ;   but,  if  the  foundation  was  in  a***.  B*t<m. 

•  .  •       a  .  PP-  MSi  33fl 

another  tttanrg,  then  thefe  rmimux*  were  to  rate  what 
effects  lay  in  their  Btanrg.     If  a  benefice  was  farmed,  it 
might  be  entered  for  payment,  according  to  the  rent. 
The  foratw,  laftly,  were  to  proceed,  under  pain  of  ex- 
communication ;  and  the  reward  they  were  to  have  for  &>  sppmwr. 
their  trouble,  was,  to  be  made  partakers  of  the  indul-  cJ^angaV*- 
gence  granted  to  thofe  who  went  on  the  expedition  to  uncd^o^"' 
the  Holy  Land,  or  at  leaft  contributed  to  it  *." 


(')  See,  under  Pajbnal  Function*,  Part  iv.  Sect.  XII.  Jiih  fine,  Come 
notices  of  ocantt  nttal  is  connexion  with  the  Valor  Ecclejiafticiu,  Hen- 
rici  VIII. — and,  in  the  Spptnoi*,  a  Precept  to  the  Bean  of  Hechatn  in 
Norfolk,  from  the  Com  mifli  oners  appointed  to  execute  that  meafure. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Examination  of  Scholars  educated  in  Parochial  Seminariks. 

LTOGETHER  different  from  any  inquiji- 
tionai  duty  hitherto  touched  upon,  was  that 
which  devolved  on  the  rural  tapttula  of  Nor- 
mandy, in  the  fifteenth  century.  It  is  com- 
prised in  the  lection  of  the  provincial  council  of  Rouen 
{A.1X  mdlxxxi.),  entitled,  "  De  Jckolarum  et  feminario- 
rum  fundaiione  et  regimme;"  and  has  reference  to  the 
education  of  the  parochial  youth  in  the  eftabliftied  femi- 
naries  of  the  country.  The  object  of  the  council  ap- 
pears to  be,  that  a  fuitable  number  of  the  molt  eligible 
of  the  young  afpirants  for  holy  orders  fhould  be  chofen 
out  of  the  parochial  fchools  of  each  aiaurg  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  advanced  in  the  higher  branches  of  fcholaftic 
instruction,  fuited  to  their  future  deftination  of  life ;  the 
rural  fchools  being  the  nurferies  of  thofe  who  were  after- 
wards to  fill  the  clerical  office. 

With  this  view,  it  is  enjoined,  that  the  beans  rural,  and 
their  curates,  or  vicars,  fhall  conftitute,  at  the  fuggeftion 
of  the  diocefan,  local  courts  of  examination,  at  which 
the  bifhop,  or  his  canons,  fhall  be  co-affeffors  to  inquire 
into  and  Scrutinize  the  phyfical,  moral,  and  intellectual 
condition  of  all  the  parochial  youth,  who  are  the  Sub- 
jects of  public  instruction  within  each  atanrji,  and  de- 
firous  of  entering  into  holy  orders.  All  fuch,  from  the 
age  of  twelve  to  twenty  years,  the  parochial  clergy  are 
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to  bring  with  them  for  examination  to  the  periodical 
fcilrnte.  But  the  council  will  beft  explain  its  own 
meaning.     The  fourth  canon  enacts  :— 

"  Ad  faciendum  delectum  eorwn,  epifcopus  ante  fcaUn&as 
cujufow,  ttetanatw  Jignifeabit  per  trtcanutn  tataletn  omni- 
bus curatis,  foot  viaarus  ejufdem  ijtcanatus,  ut  die  fealni- 
aantm  fecum  adducant  ad  locum  ajjignatum  omms  fua 
paraxiajuoenes  &  duodecimo  anno  atatit  ufque  ad  vige- 
fimum,  qui  fckoias  Hterarutn  jrequent&rint,  et  in  ecclefid 
cantare  qffuevermt,  atque  presbyter  atiis  defiderio  teneantur. 
Ad  diem  dictum  et  locum  igfemet  proficifcetur,  out  mittet 
canonicos  fuos  in  hoc  opera  coadjutoret,  qui  infpectis  juve- 
nibus  intcrragabunt  de  legitimo  parentum  matrimonio, 
fide,  vita  kontftatt,  et  cenditione :  deindi  contetnplabuntur 
jwenum  nullum,  pronuntiaiionem,  ac  totius  corporis  habi- 
tum .-  quodnam  prabeant  ingevii  ac  virtutu^fcdmen,  atque 
ad  prcsbyteratum  aptitudincm,  et  quern  progreffum  in  lite- 
rarum  Jludio  fecerinU  De  quibus  fpem  meliorem  conee- 
perint,  eorum  nomina,  parxcm,  genus,  atatem,  et  facul- 
ties diligenter  defcribcnt,  cum  annotatione  inopum,  medio- 
crium,  et  ditiorum.  QuamvXs  autem  plures  in  uno  tocanata 
inoenti  fuerint  idonei,  non  tam£n  poterunt  in  feminario 
Jimul  recipi  plures  quam  requirat  facta  difpofitio.  Verbi 
gratid,  fi  fcminarii  provetitus  nequeat  fiiftentare  plures 
quam  viginti,  et  Jtnt  in  duecefi  decern  Jutranatus,  non  licet 
de  uno  ttttanatn  plures  qudm  duos  Jimul  admittere,  nifi  pro 
uno  paupere  placuerit  duos  mediocres,  vel  tres  fubjiituere. 
Quddji  contra  in  uno  Bitanatu  nulli  exfliterint  fatxs  apti, 
ex  vkuuore  tfcianattt  conveniet  alterius  defectum  fupplere. 
Nee  minim  videatur,  qudd  de  Jtngulis  irttanatftus  feligi 
optamus;  cum  feminaria  non  ad  unius  dvitatis,  fed  ad 
totius  dieecefis  utilitatem  et  minifterium  con/iituantur." 
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The  beans  rural  of  the  province  of  Rouen,  in  general, 
had  much  to  do  with  parochial  education.     They  were 
ordered  to  watch  over,  infpect,  and  examine,  by  perftmal 
violation,  all  the  j'chdolx  anifeminaries  of  their  Jwamfttf— 
as  we  have  noticed,  in  earlier  pages,  under  the  head  of 
&iat.s«Mdi      vifitational  junctions.     In  the  diocefe  of  Bois-le-duc,  it 
i7xi.ap.ui.  devolved  on  the  arr&priests   of  r&r  tountrp,  with  their 
moviii.  '       aflembled  rbaptero,  to  felect  competent  inftructors  for 
fFtt/tS!*  the  initiation  of  novices  in  the  rites  and  ceremonies  of 
Saraum.  the  Romiih  church ;  and  in  that  of  Cologne,  it  behoved 
the  fame  functionaries  to  point  out  befitting  perfons  to 
the  biftiop,  or  his  vicar-general,  for  approval  and  appoint- 
ment to  tbe  fame  trull.    Indeed  the  notices  are  frequent 
in  the  Concilia  GermdnuE,  of  beans  ratal  having  to  do 
with  parochial  education — in  the  examination,  regiftra- 
tion,  and  licenfmg  of  mailers,  as  well  as  the  inlpection 
and  regulation   of  the  fchools  themfelves,   and  their 
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SECTION   IIL 


Concluding  Rimakks  on  Slital  ©baptrw — their  Dec  at  a 
Dissolution,  more  particularly  in  England. 


3ITH  regard  to  fome  of  the  more  grave  mat- 
ters of  ecclefiaftical  cognifance,  which  I  have 
appropriated,  on  the  authority  of  Kennett, 
Brewftcr,  and  others,  to  rural  capftula,  as 
curia  CCferisttanitatis,  it  is  hut  fair  to  inform  the  reader, 
that  Gibfon,  6  itSam,  will '  not  allow  "  innuifitions  de  jure  cdai.B.A. 

VoL  it'  p  B7S. 

palronatus,  trial  of  caufes  by  delegation,  and  the  like,  to  lUxLittrai. 

be  branches  of  bean  rutals'  office ;   inafmuch  as  upon 

thefe  they  feem  only  to  have  been  occafionally  employed  Kauwtt'*  iw 

by  their   ecclefiaftical  fuperiors."     **  And  therefore,"  **,  voT7?r" 

remarks  the  author  of  the  Codex  J.  E.  A.  with  reference  * 

to  Kennett' e  ftatement, "  the  faying  that  they  v/erefome- 

times  employed  in  fuch  matters,  would  have  been  lefs 

apt  to  mislead  the  reader,  than  the  representing  fuch 

duties,  wherein  they  were  but  occafionally  employed,  as 

powers  of  right  belonging  to  the  office.* 

Again — it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  the  canon-law  affords 
no  evidence  in  fupport  of  the  averment  of  the  Parochial 


(')  Gibfon  place*  under  the  Tame  view  induction*  and  cujlody  of 
vacant  benrficti,  fpoken  of  in  the  diviuon  of  our  work  devoted  to  per- 
fanai  dutiei  .—both  thefe  the  bilhop  of  London  makes  occafionai  employ- 
ment* of  tWHM  rural,  but  will  not  allow  that  they  were  rightfully 
entitled  to  any  jurifdiction  therein. 
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Antiquary,  that  the  archdeacons  deprived  the  beans  ratal 
of  the  probate  of  wills,  and  Archbilhop  Langton  of  the 
jobnCiD'>£c-  cognifance  of  matrimonial  caufes.  There  is  nothing  to 
vol.'  i.  AaaJL,  lead  to  fuch  an  inference ; — for  before  there  could  have 
been  a  fpoliation  of  right,  there  muft  have  been  a  legal 
and.  canonical  commifiion  of  fuch  cafes,  in  general,  to 
their  jurifdiction ;  and  this  does  not  appear  to  have 
been  the  cafe.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  more  than  pro- 
bable, that  rural  beans,  in  excrcifrag  thefe  acts  at  all, 
except  by  fpecial  delegation  (in  fome  places  growing  into 
cuftom),  had  themfelves  *  overftepped  the  limits  of  their 
office— "falcem  fuam  in  alienam  meffem  milientes"  in 
the  words  of  a  canon  of  Laval  {A.D.  mccxli.) — and  had 
become  ufurpers  of  other  men's  privileges,  and,  as  fuch, 
called  forth  the  many  canons,  with  which  the  councils 
of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth  centuries  abound,  for 
coercing  them  within  the  acknowledged  bounds  of  their 
calling. 

Warm,  however,  in  fupport  of  bttanal  prerogatives, 
and  a  zealous  advocate  of  the  judicial  character  of  rural 


(')  It  n  evident,  from  Mr.  Prynne'e  numerous  extracts  from  "  the 
'  fFhile.  Tower  "  records,  prohibitory  of  ccmrt*-@tiri*rfa*  encroaching  upon 
the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the  crown,  that  Deans  total  did  intermeddle 
with  matters  temporal  beyond  their  lawful  jurifdiction.  The  following 
writ  of  attachment  and  procefi  iffued  (Hen.  III.)  to  the  Iheriff  of  Liu- 
coin,  for  inftance,  fhewa  (hat  ufurpation,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  the  extent 
of  the  power  of  the  Stan's  routt: — "  Quart  fecutijuni  placitum  in  curia 
ebrlftttanftalfa  (de  catallu  et  debiHt  qua  non  funt  de  teftamento  et 
matrimonii))  et  Cetanus  de  Stamford  Unuit  idem  placilum  in  eddem 
curia  contra  prohibitumem  naftram,  et  in  deceptionem  curite  nofira 
ficerunt  prtedictum  (Aleiand.  de  Deping)  eddem  excommunicari,  cap* 
et  impri/onari,  et  prifond  noftrd  Line  detmeri,  quoujque  deliberation  fuil 
per  pratctptum  nojlrum." 
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cajjttufa,  Dr.  Kennett  endeavours  to  throw  all  the  odium 
of  thefe  restrictions  on  the  titans'  fucceffors  in  the  courts 
of  ©firfstianftg.  "  The  rural  beans/'  fays  he  (in  repelling  j>«™*.^n% 
Lyndwood's  charge  agaioft  them  of  ignorance  and  want  '"'p' 
of  learning),  "were,  for  the  rooft  part,  plain  and  honeft. 
divines,  not  much  flailed  in  the  fubtleties  of  the  civil  or 
the  canon-law;  but  were  not  the  lefe  capable  of  fuch 
office  and  jurifdiction  as  depended  on  known  cuiiom 
and  the  rules  of  equity.  But  by  degrees,  when  the 
methods  of  ecclefiaftical  juftice  were  corrupted  into  a 
greater  art  and  myftery,  then  began  the  canonifts  to 
pretend  themfelves  the  only  fit  minifters  in  all  courts  of 
(Bfrfstianffg ;  and  under  this  character  inirauated  them- 
felves into  the  favour  and  council  of  the  bifhops,  and  fo 
obtained  the  new  titles  of  archdeacons,  officials,  and 
chancellors ;  and  then  run  down  the  rural  titans  for  men 
of  ignorance  and  incapacity,  that  they  might  the  more 
eafily  invade  all  the  powers  and  profits  of  their  office '." 
"The  archdeacons,  by  the  advantage  of  a  perfonal 
attendance  on  the  bifhop,  were  by  him  entrufted  to  ^/a.p.sw. 
examine  and  report  feme  caufes,  and  by  degrees  were 
commiffioned  to  vilit  the  remoter  parts  of  the  diocefe, 
and  fo  to  exercife  fome  other  judicial  power ;  till,  under 
the  bifhop's  favour  and  protection,  they  encroached  upon 
the  rights  and  jurifdiction  of  the  beans,  getting  firft  an 


(')  "  Ort&natumfuit  in  tapttulo  Ebor.  per  <fmm  arckiepifc.  (WUliel-  Ex  Sttgfitro 
mum  Weikwane)  et  capituluro  qudd  ad  exoneraSonem  Dcianonitn   et  Eb,„_  M  ™° 
Jacerdotum  parochialiiim   ordmarentur  commune*  fervientes  in  Jingulis  wit.  Sfttcnta, 
confifforiii  cur.  Ebor.  die  confi/lorii  arvftidiaconi  pro  executionibus  fa~     "i^y^,'' 
aendi*  ae  mandati*  nojlru  recipiendu,  ac  de  eifiiem  ut  camenit  cttHo-  P-  3W- 
randufe  pre/hnUnt,  4a™ 


dbyGoogle 


104-  eipiloUt  dFunttton«.  IP  art  V. 

attendant,  and  at  laft,  by  prefcription',  a  fuperiority  of 
office." 

Still,  whatever  contentious  jurisdiction  rural  arc&pritsts 
may  have,  at  any  time  or  place,  enjoyed,  I  have  no 
doubt  it  arofe  primarily  from  repeated  epifcopal  dele- 
gations ;  the  delegates  availing  themfelves  of  temporary 
commiffions  to  enlarge  their  permanent  powers,  and,  by 
degrees,  even  to  prefcribe  againft  their  fuperiors.  Some- 
times too,  by  preflations,  they  advanced  their  contentious 
capacity — purchating  of  the  bifhops  a  privilege  of  inter- 
ference in  caufes  of  the  higher  grade.  Thomaffiu  grants 
w  jTFt  "'  *^e  Ta^ne^  °f  their  judicial  power: — "  Palefacta  jam 
p.'i.  l  ».  T*u  falls  ex  his  eft  vafta  ilia  art&fprts&DttroruM  quondam  jurif- 
dictio  contentiofa :  nee  latere  jdmpoffuntcaitfajujlijmee, 
qua;  ad  earn  cohibendam  intra  arcttorem  gyrum  epijeopos 
adduxerunt.  Aut  verum,  out  Jinitimum  vero  ejl,  amplif- 
fimam  kanc  Hits  primum  aliquandiu  ab  epifcopis  delegatam 
fuiffe  patq/latem :  temporis  diuturnitate  et  confuetudine 
earn  delegationem  ita  raboratam  fuiffe,  ut  in  jus  commune 
et  ordinarium  convalefcerct,  et  ex  arbitrario  vieariatu 
qffieium  certum  et  perpetuum  crearetur :  donee  gUfixnte 
torrupteldfieret,  ut  ilia  potefiatis  amplificatio  pens' juftius 
etiam  quant  cxmceffa  fuerat,  revocaretur."  The  fame 
celebrated  canonift  alio  acknowledges  the  entire  lofs  of 
this  judicial  faculty  by  rural  teans  in  modern  days,  and 
™*»  VI,L  fcb  'ts  refumption  by  the  bifhops :— "  &H&fprisbgUrf  et  ttetanf 


Dt  Officiate-         (')  The  (Hqffh  of  Lancelot  gives  the  re&fon  of  the  archdeacon  ranking 

Til" * v''£/Hi.    above  Uie  «f!>pre#6aUT  t— "Archidiaevnui  licit  inferior  fit  in  ordine,  in 

/■rli  Com.        digniiate  tamen,  et  admiiaftratione  ejl  major,  propter  carom  fori  con- 

'  '  tentiofi  quam  exercet,  dim  attiMptrtbjjUt  foliim  exerctat  curam  fori 

p&mUn&alU." 
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xuxi\t%  Jud  omni  jarifdictionc  e.xcujfi.  funt,  nee  aliud  jam 
m  potejiate  habeant,  quant  ut  extra  Jiguram  judtcii  cor- 
ripiant  delinquents  ;  et  ad  epfjeopi  judicium  omnia 
referent." 

But  touching '  the  decline,  more  particularly  in  Eng- 
land, of  the  atefcprUst's  rami  uutftala ;  which,  with  their 
prcfidents,  by  degrees  gave  place  to  the  fuperior  jurifdic- 
tion  of  archdeacons  and  their  officials,  "  who  pretended  fwuoi  a*h- 
to  have  all  the  law,  and  refolved  to  have  all  the  profit,  p-us.' 
in  ecclefiaftical  caufes."     The  firft  invafion  of  the  t&ap-  •*  Hmmiie  An- 
tra' rights,  and  indeed  their  death-blow,  was  the  intro-  Sw  n*f£Z- 
duction  of  fuperior  functionaries  to  fit  in  them,  by  the  p.i* 
twentieth  Conftitution  of  Cardinal  Otho  (^.D.mccxxxvh.) 
De  Arckidiaconis : — "  Sint  autem  foliciti  (fcil.  orchidia-  cc.it.B.etn. 
com)  frequenter  intereje  tafitvMtperJngulos  Setanatttt,   °',p' 
in  quibus  diUgentir  tnftruant  inter  aliafacerdotes,  ut  bene* 
fciant,  etfani  inteUigant  verba  canonte  et  baptifmaUs,  qua 
(cilicctfunt  defubftantidfacramenti." 

This  archidiacOnal  intrufion  at  once  altered  the  pri- 
mitive conftitution  of  rural  t&apttrs,  and  fubfequently,  by 
degrees,  duTolved  them.    For  though  the  archdeacons 
were  not  very  forward  to  pay  the  fort  of  attendance 
contemplated  by  the  cardinal's  text  of  "frequenter  inter- 
tffe" — {"quod  requirit  foUeitudinem  et  diligentiam,"  in  o-j/iaotbon. 
the  words  of  the  gloflator,  and  means  "  quoties  opus  erit,  *u,  p*m.  ^ 
juxta  arbitrium  boni  vhi")  and  therefore  thought  them-    T'fiVKM 
felves  fufficiently  abfolved  by  appearance  at  them  twice 
a  year, — very  rarely  obferving  the  conftitution,  as  John 


ambitious,"  fays  Mr.  Southey,  in  general  terms,  "  thefe  ancient  and  moli  a'Z 
ufcful  courts  were  difcauntenonced,  and  finally  difufed." 
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de  Athon  confeffes,  becaufe  they  got  no  fee  for  atten- 
giMi.todtm.   dance,  "quid  lucrum  pecuniarhtm  eis  indi  non  appli- 
catur;  " — yet  their  prefence  gave  them  fuch  a  prefixing 
place  and  authority,  that  they  utterly  eclipfed  the  rural 
Hearts,  and  difcouraged  them  from  the  cufbomary  con- 
dSSjhStoir'  vennll>  °f  ciwptas*  wherein  they  had  fat  once  as  judges, 
««,  vol  H.      Dut  now  as  ciphers.    And,  as  a  further  grievance,  when 
the  archdeacons  could  not  perfonally  prefide  in  thefe 
r&apttrs,  they  fent  their  officials  to  reprefent  them,  who 
claimed  the  fame  preference  above  the  ratal  brans:  fo 
that  the  latter  by  degrees  abfented  themfelves  altogether 
from  court*,  in  which  they  felt  their  perfonal  degrada- 
tion ;   and  left  them  to  the  fole  management  of  thofe 
who  had  thus  ufurped  a  precedence  in  them :  infomuch, 
that  in  Edward  the  Firft's  reign,  John  de  Athon  adds, 
OMftD.otbm,  in  his  glofs  upon  "  Cfapftuffs    turaUtjus," — . .  . .  "qua 
p"  hodii  tenentur  per  officiates  archidiaconorum,  et  quandd- 

que  per  fcetano*  raraits ; "   that  is,  by  the  officials,  as 
coda  i.  &.a.    Gibfon  underftands  the  glofs,  in  the  abfence  of  the  arch- 
deacon ' }  and  by  the  rural  titan,  only  in  the  abfence  of 
both. 

"  By  fuch  means,"  remarks  Kennett,  "  thefe  ancient 
t  Saptm  became  obfolete  and  abrogated ; — while,  fo  far 

Comer's  Bode/.       (')  la  the  Article.*  concerning  Jrchdeacoiu,  thar  Official*,  and  Mmi- 

Brit<£  vTii.  ft™'  aaa~  MDLIV-  (M  Slf gidt.  Btmner,  foL  367),  it  i>  an  item  of  inquiry— 

WtocBS,  p.flfl.     "Whether  the  archdeacons  be  frequent  and  oft  in  the  auembliea  or 

"' LXZ1 '  chapter*  obferved  and  kept  in  feveral  and  particular  fetmucit*  meal  ? 

and  whether  that  in  the  fame  they  do  diligently  mftrnct  and  teach  the 

priefia  and  curates,  efpecially,  emongft  other  things,  to  live  rirtnoufly, 

honeftly,  and  well;  and  to  nnderftand  and  know  perfectly  the  words  of 

the  canon  of  the  mafa,  and  the  form  and  order  of  fad-amenta,  efpecially 

of  baptifrn,  and  chiefly  in  thofe  words  and  things  which  are  of  the  fub- 

(iance  of  the  facrament  In  any  wile?" 
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as  they  were  tourts  of  ©Jju'stianftn,  they  referred  them- 
felves  into  one  Handing  ecclefiaiHcal  court  in  every  pvoMoi  Ami. 
archdeaconry:  and  fo  far  as  they  were  tanbtntfons  ofp-»W 
the  parochial  clergy,  they  pafled  into  folemn  vifitations, 
in  which  the  clergy  of  every  treanrg  fhould  affemble  once 
or  twice  a  year ;  but  rather  cited  as1  delinquents,  than 
admitted  as  judges  and  co-afleffors ;  an  honour  and  pri- 
vilege, which  remained  no  longer  than  they  were  an 
ecclefiaftical  corporation  of  rami  bean  and  cbapttr."  See 
alfo  A  Humble  Propqfal  for  Parochial  Reformation,  c.  vii. 
p.  34. ;  and  Southey's  Book  of  the  Church,  Vol.  i.  p.  85. 
chap.  vi. 

From  the  Injunctions  of  Cardinal  Pole  to  the  diocefe  $%££JW- 
of  Gloucefter,   Mr.  Whitaker  infers  the  monthly  and  ™.  "• B  "■ ' 
quarterly  t&aptra  of  the  Beanrfes  to  have  continued  in  cc.u.B.ttH. 
England  till  the  reign  of  Edward  VI.    They  were  un-   °'"p' 
warily  laid  afide,  he  lays,  in  the  i'ucceeding  reign  of 
Elizabeth.     And  the  diffenters  at  the  Hampton  Court 
Conference  in  mdciii.,  among  fome  idle  overtures  of 
reformation,  fenQbly  propofed  the  revival  of  the  ancient 
chapters.    But  the  epifcopal,  archidiaconal,  and  bttanal 
Spnotas  were  then  funk  for  ever,  being  all  overturned 
by  a  law  enacted  in  the  twenty-fifth  of  Henry  the  Eighth, 
and  revived  in  the  firft  of  Elizabeth.  ieu».«.i. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  contentious  jurifdiction  of 
the  rural  court-ffii&ristfan  of  the  Dean  and  his  co-afleffors 
having  generally  decayed  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 

(')  Archidiaconal  vifitations,  it  is  true,  are  now-a-days  fy  nodal ;  but 
die  learned  antiquary  is  carried  too  far  in  his  admiration  of  by-gone, 
and  reprobation  of  prefent  ufages,  when  be  employs  the  fining  language 
of  the  text.  Bit  prejudice  again! t  archdeacon*  feenu  equal  to  that  of 
John  de  Athon  and  Lyndwood  againft  ratal  Scan*. 
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as  juft  now  remarked,  the   court  itfelf  feemg  to  have 
almoft  funk,  and  more  particularly  in  France.    Speaking 

&£*  p!n     of  *°  latter  P81*  of  **"  "Xte60111  century,  Thomaflin 

Nm  *£**"'  a^verts  *°  tne  d**5'  : — "  Sm  **■  «fft»K»  mog-nd  ex  parte 
authoritas  obtrita  fuerat,  adedque  et  ulilitas.  Tota  enim 
dilapfa  eratjurifdictio" 

But  there  were  exceptions  to  this  declenflon.  The 
cbapter-amtfngs  continued,  in  many  diocefes  of  Ger- 
many and  the  Netherlands,  to  enjoy  their  voluntary  jurif- 
diction  during  the  fixteeuth,  feventeenth,  and  even  the 
eighteenth  centuries.  See  the  &ppiiUrix  of  Continental 
Documents,  principally  extracted  from  the  latter  volumes 
of  the  Concilia  Germania.  During  the  laft  century,  we 
have  feveral  notices  of  tutf-tittanal  contuntfonf  in  Ger- 
many, Prufiia,  and  the  Netherlands.  In  the  diocefe  of 
Triers  (A.D.  hdccxx.)  they  were  annually  held ;  and  no 
pallor  was  allowed  to  be  abfent  from  rjjapter,  under  the 
penalty  of  a  golden  florin.    By  the  biihop  of  Worms 

£fV**>.  M»-  {A.D.  mdccxxvi,),  it  was  matter  of  regret  that  artiifprrs- 
bgteral  unnocatfons  "in  defuetudinem  venerant;"  and 
they  were  ordered  to  be  forthwith  reftored  to  their 
priftine  vigour  and  capacity  in  his  diocefe.  The  fynod 
of  Culm  enforces  their  obfervance  at  leaft  twice  a  year 

Kj^-rf™lP.5S2.  (A.D.  hdccxlv.);  and  the  fynod  of  Ypres  brings  down 
their  annual  celebration  ("  ad  minus  Jemel  guotannls ") 
to  as  late  a  date  as  the  year  mdcclxviii. 
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SECTION   IV. 

Suggestions  for  tub  Re-ou ionization  of  Kutt-Smnal  &9»oitation». 

KT  a  period  when  it  is  moll  deferable  to 
Strengthen  the  church  by  all  practicable 
means  of  union  and  co-operation,  the  quef- 
tion  naturally  fuggefts  itfelf — Would  any 
benefit  be  likely  to  enfue  from  the  restoration  of  fuch 
rural  chapters  as  we  have  been  describing,  or  from  the 
institution  of  other  like  periodical  local  contentions? 
Would  clrrfcal  tontetoetahons,  formed  upon  one  common 
principle,  and  actuated  hy  one  common  object,  be  ad- 
vantageoufly  renewed,  at  the  prefent  time,  in  the  rural 
cantonments  of  our  ecclefiaStical  jurifdictions  ? 

The  writer  Sincerely  believes,  that,  under  God's  blefilng, 
the  church  would  add  to  her,  inward  Strength,  and  to 
her  outward  influence  on  the  minds  and  manners  of  the 
public,  by  the  renewal,  in  fome  form  or  other,  of  local 
associations  of  the  clergy.  If  fuch  meetings  were  revived 
upon  the  fame  footing,  or  nearly  fo,  as  that  on  which 
they  once  existed  in  the  different  btaiufr*  of  Creat  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland— not  fo  often  as  monthly,  perhaps,  but 
at  leaft  quarterly — much  benefit  would  accrue,  in  the 
writer's  opinion,  to  the  general  and  local  interests  of  the 
established  church. 

To  the  queltion — How  far  or  to  what  extent  would 
you  reftore  to  thefe  clerical  sgnotfs,  under  the  prefidency 
of  their  respective  titans,  the  jurifdiction  of  the  ancient 
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cfia})  tec-courts  of  the  country  1 — I  reply,  that  their  entire 
voluntary  jurifdiction  might  be  advantageoufly  reftored 
— making  allowance  only  for  the  difference  of  the  times. 
But  I  would  not  go  beyond  this  point.  Endlefs  jarrings 
would  arife,  and  discipline  would  be  rather  marred  than 
promoted,  by  re-convening  fuch  tapftttla  under  the  cha- 
racter and  with  the  capacities  of  judicial  courts  of  <$i)Tfg- 
tfanitp.  No  attempt,  therefore,  mould  be  made  to  rcftore 
their  contentious  jurifdiction.  But  the  reftoration  of 
their  voluntary  jurifdiction  feems  open  to  no  reafonable 
objection. 

The  ecclefiaftical  councils  of  Great  Britain,  Ireland, 
France,  and  Germany,  afford  ample  testimony  to  the 
important  bearing  of  local  clerical  societies  (acting  upon 
one  uniform  fyftem,  in  clofe  and  refponfible  connexion 
with  the  epifcopal  fee)  on  the  interefts  of  the  church 
and  its  members,  both  lay  and  clerical.  Nor  are  they 
our  only  witnefles.  With  equal  confidence  we  might 
refer,  for  a  practical  acknowledgment  of  their  utility, 
to  the  councils  of  Charles  Borromeo,  the  fainted  disci- 
plinarian of  Milan ;  in  whofe  diocefe  they  obtained  in 
full  vigour  and  influence,  through  the  latter  part  of  the 
fifteenth  century;  and  to  numerous  German  and  Bel- 
gian fynods,  enrolled  in  our  appen&tx.  Thefe  conciliar 
vouchers  extend,  collectively,  over  a  period  approaching 
to  a  thoufand  years.  But  it  is  unneceffary  to  have 
recourfe  to  foreign  authorities. 

Our  national  church — the  united  church  of  England 
and  Ireland — needs  no  other  voucher  than  her  own 
councils,  and  her  own  experience.  She  need  not  fearch, 
amidft  continental  archives,  either  for  examples  of  the 
institution  and  economy  of  rural  chapters,  or  for  proofs 
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of  their  influence  on  the  well-being  of  the  church.     In 
no  part  of  the  Chriftian  world  have  they  been  more 
general,  in  none  more  efficient,  than  in  our  infnlar  tfean- 
ifw.     So  much  ib,  that  the  biihop  of  Saint  David's  fays 
of  them,  with  a  fpecial  reference  to  our  national  polity 
— "  ffiapttula  rttrslfa  nituntur  tnagis  confuetudini  patria  jjSSSjjj^' 
qu^m  jure  communi:" — and  it  had  been  well  for  the  iu  «.■>!*■ 
church  of  England  and  Ireland — the  church  of  Chrif- 
tianity — if  "the  cuftom  of  the  country  "  had  kept  them 
up  among  us  till  the  prefent  time  1     It  would  be  well, 
if  they  were  again  organized  and  convened  in  every 
fcraiug  of  every  diocefe  of  the  land !    They  were,  indeed,  ^do^'^" 
in  the  words  of  Atterbury  (one  of  the  warmeft  advocates  «<  *i>w«. 
of  their  restoration),  "  a  moft  excellent  and  wife  inftitu- 
tion,  fitted  to  keep  up  order  and  uniformity,  and  to 
cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  among  the  neighbouring 
clergy ;  to  arm  them  againft  common  dangers  and  diffi- 
culties ;   and  enable  them  every  way  to  promote  the 
intereft  of  religion  and  virtue,  and  the  good  of  fouls 
committed  to  their  charge." 

There '  is  no  law  againft  the  re-organization  of  rurf- 


(')  There  is  much  truth  la  the  fallowing  fomewhut  quaint  exhortation  A  Hnmilt  Pre. 
of  a  namelefe  advocate  "  for  the  re/toraiion  of  nwal  Xumt  and  tbsjttt*  5ffi  J&™!' 
according  to  ike  ancient  way  of  ike  church."  (tat.fcc.bj  I.M. 

"  The  relioration  of  this  good  old  way  carries  no  great  difficulty  Church  of  Emg- 
with  it ;  we  need  no  new  lawa  to  eft  ablifh  it,  being  the  known  methods  '"fy  rb,p' "' 
of  our  church,  as  well  as  of  our  neighbour  nation : — never  forbidden  by 
any  power,  lawful  or  unlawful,  but  barely  grown  obfolete  by  neglect 
The  authority  of  the  confutations  are  not  repealed.  Neither  the  church 
nor  ftate  ever  faw  caufe  to  remove  them.  TU  plain  one  caufe  of  their 
finking  was  Otho's  bringing  archdeacons  to  fit  with  them.  The  want  of 
feme  fmall  allowance  to  nphold  them  might  help.     A  quarter  of  what 
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betanal  associations.  They  have  never  been  profcribed — 
never  put  down  by  the  Legiflature.  They  have  limply 
fallen  into  difufe  and  decay,  without  other  afllgnable 
caufe  than  mere  negligence.  They  have  become  obfo- 
lete  and  antiquated,  to  the  great  lofe  and  detriment  of 
the  church,  merely  becaufe  their  fubfidiary  importance 
to  church-polity  has  not  been  duly  appreciated  by  the 
clergy. 

They  may,  therefore,  At  any  time,  with  the  fanction 
of  the  hierarchy,  be  revived.  Nay — any  zealous  dio- 
cefan  may  reftore  them;  and,  with  the  aid  of  their 
machinery,  work  out  his  fchemes  of  general  or  local 
improvement  in  the  diftant  departments  of  his  diocefe, 
with  as  much  facility  and  efficacy  as  if  thofe  departments 
were  under  his  own  perfonal  cognifance.  Whenever 
and  wherever  he  needs  a  correfpondence  with  the  rural 
clergy,  he  may  avail  himfelf  of  the  inftrumentality  of 

is  fpent  on  fchifm  would  fupport  them.  And  as  charges  of  judges 
recover  neglected  laws,  fo  may  the  charges  of  diocefans  recover  thefe." 

"  The  greateft  objection  againfl  their  reftoration  is,  that  ill-endowed 
clergy  can't  bear  the  burthen  of  capitular  mtrritigfl.  But  it  may  be  con- 
sidered, they  go  but  five  miles  at  fartheft ;  and  make  no  payments  but 
perfonal  charges,  which  lie  on  them  wherever  they  are.  They  may 
retrench  other  expences,  to  ferve  God  and  his  church  this  way.  We 
fee  jnftiees  of  the  peace  ferve  their  country  gratis ; — why  may  not  the 
clergy  ferve  the  church  as  freely  ?  Tis  confelt,  jnftiees'  eftatea  are  far 
greater,  but  fo  is  their  poll  alio ; — why  may  not  the  clergy  be  as  free  to 
ferve  nnhy  and  piety,  as  factories  to  ferve  fchifm' and  faction  ?  Tis  not 
impoffible  to  find  out  fome  way  to  help  the  weaker  clergy.  Her  Majefty, 
to  her  eternal  honour,  hath  given  a  glorious  eiample  to  the  nation.  If 
they  can't  fee  it,  thai  have  the  church's  patrimony  in  their  hands,  they 
may  be  fare  the  god  of  this  world  blinds  them.  However,  if  the  pre- 
decefTors  of  the  clergy  have  Hooped  to  this  burthen  heretofore,  why 
Ihould  it  now  be  thought  infupportable  ?  " 
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ratal  beans  and  chapters  for  making  known  his  mines  and 
executing  his  mandates  :  and  from  the  fame  fource  he 
may  derive  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  ftate  of  the  paro- 
chial clergy  and  their  cures,  and  of  other  matters  of 
ecclefiaftical  intereft  in  the  rural  oeanrfes. 

Exifting  inftitutions  might,  perhaps,  be  made  fubfer- 
vient  to  the  object  in  view.  In  fome  few  diocefes  of 
England,  fltftnitj-Hnfon  Sfcotieties  are  already  formed. 
Within  the  writer's  knowledge,  they  exift  in  the  diocefes 
of  Saint  David's '  and  Salisbury  *,  having  been  created 


a  (')  la  the  diocefe  of  Saint  David's,  the  j&otirtn  alluded  to  aa  efta-  Tracumht 
blifhed  by  Bifhop  Bnrgcds,  was  "  a  literary  and  religious  aworfation  for  ^£wjj£" 
the  promotion  of  Chriftian  knowledge  and  (purcp  union."     The  original  A*ae*i  BriUth 
objects  of  the  SceUtjj  were :  1.  The  diftributwn  of  the  Bible.  Prayer-  SSSj^St" 
book,  and  Religions  Tracts.      2.  The  iuftitution  of  Sunday  Schools.  DwWi,  pp- 1«. 
3.  The  eftablUhment  of  libraries  for  the  ufe  of  the  parochial  clergy : 
and,  4.  The  promotion  of  clerical  education.     Upon  thefe  objects  there 
was  afterwards  engrafted  a  fifth,  in  providing  for  the  infirmities  and 
incapacities  of  aged  miniften  with  fmall  incomes,  who,  either  aa  incnm- 
benta  or  curates,  within  the  diocefe,  were  unable  to  perform  their  duties. 

(*)  The  great  principle  of  the  (Sfniub-Clnion  &0(tct£  of  the  diocefe 
of  Salisbury  is,  to  promote  that  union  which,  in  every  Chriftian  and  pro- 
fefiional  view,  is  fo  defirable ;  and  the  want  of  which  has  been  often 
fpoken  of  aa  a  reproach  to  the  Eftabliftied  Church,  and  has  fometimes 
been  felt  by  individuals,  to  their  irreparable  diftrefs. 

Next  to  this  great  principle  of  Chriftian  union,  the  immediate  objects 
of  the  ftotlrtg  are,  to  afford  to  fuperannoated  curates  the  means  of 
retiring  from  duties  to  which  they  are  no  longer  equal ;  and  to  enable 
aged  and  infirm  incumbents,  of  fmall  incomes,  to  provide  an  afliftant- 
cnrate.  Alfo,  to  enable  fuch  parifli  -clerks,  of  good  character,  as  mall, 
from  age  or  infirmity,  become  inefficient,  to  retire  from  the  duties  of 
their  office, 

Endowed  lecturers,  as  well  as  incumbents  and  curates,  rendered 
unequal  to  their  duties  by  protracted  ficknefs  or  age,  are  conlidered 
objects  of  this  charily. 

VOL.  II.  I  1*  Ce\r^t\t> 

Digitized  by  VaOOQie 


©apitular  dFaiutfon*.  [Pini  V. 


and  matured  in  both  by  the  foftering  care  and  fuftaining 
munificence  of  Bifliop  Burgefs.  A  C6u«6-9ElRfoii  Sbocfehj 
exifts  alfo  in  the  diocefe  of  Oxford ',  and,  it  may  be, 
elfewhere.     But  in  all  they  are  merely  bfocesan,  not 


In  all  cafes,  the  relief  intended  will,  in  fact,  operate  for  the  benefit  of 
the  pariihea,  which  are  fufteriug  from  duties  inadequately  performed. 
The  aid,  therefore,  which  is  propofed  to  be  provided,  is  sn  object  of 
vital  tntereft  to  die  laity,  as  well  as  the  clergy ;  that  is,  to  all  who  have 
any  feeling  for  die  credit  and  efficiency  of  the  Chriftian  niiniftry,  and  the 
fuccefs  of  parochial  inftruction.  From  the  laity,  therefore,  as  well  as 
from  the  clergy,  a  <£butch-®tnioii  j&OtUtj,  with  fuch  objects,  may  hope 
for  countenance  and  fuppcrL.  ■ 

Ilie  rural  trans  are  Members  of  the  Committee  of  the  J&odttv,  and 
collectors  of  fubferiptions  and  benefactions. 

"  If  union,  zeal,  and  perfeverance,  in  another  diocefe  with  lets  pro- 
miTing  means,"  (writes  the  biihop  of  Salisbury,  on  firft  recommending 
this  £ocittD  to  the  clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  Sarum)  *'  have  enabled  a 
tiChurch-Rnfon  JSotittn  to  provide  bom  a  college  for  the  young,  and 
relief  for  the  fuperannuated  and  infirm,  we  cannot  doubt  that  an  appeal 
to  the  public  for  the  latter  only  of  thefe  objects  will  not  be  made  in  vain. 
An  annual  fubfeription  of  ten  (hillings,  which  will  constitute  a  member 
of  the  £octft£,  need  not  be  a  harden  or  tax  to  any  one.  They  who  con 
contribute  it,  will  not  feel  the  want  of  it ;  and  they  who  cannot,  will 
not  be  excluded  by  non-fnbfcrtption  from  the  benefits  of  the  relief 
intended  by  the  £ocitt]j." 

(■)  The  Oxford  Biotnunt  S*  titty,  deferves  the  belt  attention  of  the 
friends  of  the  Church.  The  object  of  this  £otfft»  is,  to  augment  or 
improve  the  condition  of  fmall  benefices,  in  fuch  manner  as  llioD  faci- 
litate the  refidence  of  the  officiating  mhuftera  amongft  their  parubioners. 
The  Setictn  is  alfo  defrrous  of  aiding:  thofe  incumbents  who  may  have 
become  incapacitated,  through  age  or  infirmity,  from  continuing  to 
exercife  their  mlnifiry,  and  who,  poueumg  one  benefice  only,  may  be 
unable,  from  the  fmallnefs  of  their  income,  to  obtain  the  afliftance  of 
a  licenfed  curate.  The  archdeacon  and  tutal  tcamt  of  the  diocefe  con- 
ftitute the  committee  of  management — Should  not  fuch  a  Soring  be 
eftablifhed  In  every  diocefe  ? 
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otanrg  associations; — there  are  no  filial  inftitutions  in 
connexion  with  the  maternal  eftablifhment 

Now,  with  all  diffidence  and  humility,  the  writer 
ventures  to  throw  out  the  following  fuggeftions  for  the 
extenfion  and  improvement  of  the  economy  of  thefe 
societies  '.  He  would  wifti  to  originate  them  in  diocefes 
where  they  exift  not — to  render  them  better  known 
where  they  are  already  eftabliihed — to  augment  their 
funds,  and  thereby  enhance  their  means  of  doing  good 
(for  all  have  fome  holy  or  charitable  object  in  view — 
the  advancement  of  Chriftian  knowledge — the  distribu- 
tion of  the  Bible,  Prayer-Book,  and  Religious  Tracts — 
the  augmentation  of  poor  benefices — the  fupply  of  cures 
— the  relief  of  fick  and  neceffitous  minifters  Or  their 
families — the  reiteration  or  fuftentation  of  ecclefiaftical 
buildings — and  fuchlike  beneficent  meafures — for  any 
and  all  of  which  a  well-furnifhed  treafury  is  required)— 
and  laftly,  to  make  them,  in  fome  degree,  fupply  the 
place  of  legitimate  ratal  cftaptrts,  by  keeping  up,  through 
their  means,  a  more  intimate  connexion  and  correfpon- 
dence  among  the  rural  clergy,  with  each  other  and  with 
their  diftrict  beans ;  and  between  the  latter  and  the 
cathedral  clergy,  archdeacons,  and  diocefan— that  all 
may  "be  perfectly  joined  together  in  the  fame  mind  icw.&i.t.w. 
and  in  the  fame  judgment." 


(')  Dr.Napleton  would  have  had  a  fiEhwrcb-IKnion  Sorittg  in  every 
diocefe,  and  a  metropolitan  one  to  co-operate  with  them  all.  The  dif- 
fentere  have  long  fet  U  an  example  of  union  and  cooperation,  which  it 
would  he  well  for  the  church  to  imitate.  See  Archbilhop  Umer*s  pro- 
pofcl,  in  Peart  n.  Sect  in.,  and  Short's  Sketch,  VoL  u.  p.  156,  there 
quoted  in  a  foot-note ;  and  attb  Lord  Bacon  "  Of  the  Pacification  of  the 
Church,"  Works,  Vol.  n.  pp.  542,  feqq.  Edit.  mdoccxk. 
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With  fuch  objects  in  view,  the  writer  ventures  to  put 
the  following  crude  interrogatory  fiiggeftions  to  thofe 
whom  they  may  concern : — 

Would  not  the  machinery  of  eC&urcfc-3an(ort  «feot(etfes, 
wherever  they  obtain,  (and  where  might  they  not  obtain  T) 
admit  of  advantageous  extenfion  into  the  minor  eccle- 
fiaftical  divifions  of  each  diocefe — fo  far  as  to  have 
fcrantib-associstfons  inftituted  in  the  different  ratal  c/eart- 
rfes,  upon  the  fame  footing,  and  in  ftrict '  conformity 
Rtformaiiotii  with  each  parent  societrj — "parva  queedam  et  particulars* 
p.w.  '  c'  stmtirji,  spnobo  mqjori  Julpecte,  et  fecundum  ejus  judicium 
dirigendcE  "? 

Would  not  fuch  clerical  associations,  held  quarterly,  in 
the  feveral  ratal  beanrfts,  upon  the  plan  of  the  ancient 
rural  tjaptere — wherein  the  rural  beans  acted  as  presidents, 
and  the  incumbent  clergy  conftituted  their  capitula  (here 
reprefented  by  the  afibciated  rectors,  vicars,  and  curates) 
— be,  in  an  eminent  degree,  ancillary  to  the  main  objects 
of  every  diocefan  ffi&ttrc&-3Rnfon  SSocittD — viz.  promoting 
the  great  principle  of  Chriftian  union  and  ministerial 
co-operation,  and  thereby  conducive  to  the  local  and 
general  interefts  of  the  church  ? 

Looking  only  to  their  formal  construction  and  con- 
stitution, might  not  fuch  clerical  quarter-sessions  be  made 

ASern-oatmiht       (')  "  Tbe  primary  object  of  our  flnmuU  KIMtinjjK,"  fays  Bifhop  Bur- 

Mt  Sroen  g^  y,  ^  clergy  of  Sunt  David's,  "  is  the  maintaining  of  tUrlul  a~Mo- 

Tracmm  tk*      tUtion  Rnd  union,  fo  conducive  to  the  well-bring  of  onr  church.     But 

rwjf  Brfwk  un'on>  *"  ortler  *°  produce  its  legitimate  and  heft  fruits,  muft  have  wnt- 

2d  Edit*  P"         formtiy  for  its  rule,  left  the  zeal  of  local  atttcifatfon  mould,  at  any  time, 

deviate  into  proceedings  inconfiftent  with  the  eftabtimed  ufages  of  our 

church,  and  injurious  to  that  conMency  of  difciplme,  which  is  one  of 

the  vital  principles  of  an  eftablifhment."    ■ 
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ufeful  vehicles,  on  the  one  hand,  for  tranfmitting  and 
diftributing  epifcopal  and  archidiaconal  mandates,  or 
exprefflng,  in  a  lefs  authoritative  way,  through  their 
accredited  presidents,  the  wilhes  and  fentiments  of  the 
biftiop  and  archdeacon,  to  the  rural  clergy ; — and,  on  the 
other  hand,  for  collecting,  by  a  prompt  and  convenient 
method,  the  individual  opinions  of  the  country  miniftry 
upon  any  pending  matters  of  intereft  in  church  or  (late? 

In  the  fame  light,  might  they  not  be  made  yet  further 
productive  of  good,  as  the  Handing  machinery  of  all' 
ecclefiaftical  charities — for  making  known  their  necef- 
flties,  and  forwarding -their  objects  throughout  the  fcean- 
(fes ; — each  auociated  minifter  gathering  contributions 
within  the  precincts  of  his  own  cure ;  and  paying  the 
amount  collected,  at  the  quarterly  fynod,  to  the  ratal 
bean,  as  the  diftrict  collector,  and  the  latter  again  to 
the  diocefan  treafurer? — And  might  not  a  fermon  be 
preached  at  each  quarterly  meeting  of  the  fctaiug-assoda- 
tfon,  by  the  members  of  the  ratal  t&apter  in  rotation,  and 
a  collection  he  made  at  the  church-door,  in  furtherance 
of  the  eleemofynary  or  other  objects  of  the  institution  ? 

Might  not  the  rural  Beans  a,  in  their  ancient  capacity 


{')  It  is  unnecelTary  to  remind  the  reader  how  greatly  the  funds  of 
the  two  admirable  Metropolitan  Societies — for  Promoting  Chriftiaa 
Knowledge,  and  Propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts — have  been 
Increafed  fince  the  eftablilhment  of  diocefan,  archidiaconal,  and  bttaiul 
branches.  Why  fhonld  not  our  ecclefiaftical  diviiions  be  made  fubfidiaty 
to  alt  ecclefiaftical  charities,  and  union,  and  beneficence  go  hand  in 
hand? 

(')  The  ratal  twnut  were  heretofore  wont  to  meet  the  biftiop  and 
cathedral  dignitaries  at  an  annual,  or  more  frequent  fynod,  in  the  epi- 
fcopal city,  and  to  adviie  with  them  on  the  ecclefiaftical  condition  of  the 
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of  reprnfentativeH  of  the  country  clergy,  and  as  delegates 
of  the  brancft-assotfatfons,  meet  the  bifhop,  archdeacons, 
and  cathedral  clergy,  at  a  Sfocrsart  lonftrnttt,  once  a  year 
(the  annual  meeting,  that  is,  of  the  ©fmrcft-SRnwn  J&ocfctn); 
and,  after  attending  divine  fervice  and  a  fermon  in  the 
cathedral  (at  which  a  collection  fhould  be  made,  as  at 
the  rtvrf-utcanal  meeting*,  for  the  purpofes  of  the  ftotfrtp), 
dehver  in  their  reports  of  the  brancb-assotiatfons ;  of  the 
ftate  of  the  churches  and  other  ecclefiaftical  buildings ; 
and  of  the  difcipline  generally  of  their  feveral  beatifies ; 
and  advife  with  the  bifhop  and  other  dignitaries  on  fuch 
meafures  as  the  common  interefts  of  the  church,  and  the 
fpecial  concerns  of  the  association,  btotesan  and  betanal, 
might  require  and  fuggeft-1  ? 


diocefe  at  large,  and  of  the  rural  cantonments  of  it  in  particular.     See 

Syno&cal  Dtltkt,  Part  iv.  Sect.  in.  pp.  211,215. 

Under  the  divifion,  "Of  the  Church  and  it*  Miniflera  and  their  Office*" 

Reformatio  LL.  there  are  fome  valuable  hints  by  our  ecclefiaftifial- law- reformers   for 

£g*pp! H)™'    eftabliftiing  diocefan  ctnrftttnct*  or  *nnot)S,  well  worthy  of  notice.     The 

*«■  paffage  is  referred  to  at  p.  227. 

Cardinal  Campegio,  who  was  biihop  of  Salisbury  in  the  reign   of 

Bro*n'»  Fafii-    Henry  the  Eighth,  published  a  conftitution  for  the  reformation  of  eccle- 

p.  428.  fialiical  abufes  in  die  German  churches,  as  legate  de  latere  from  Pope 

Clement  VII. ;  and  therein  propofed — "  Utjmguio  anno  faltem  Jynodm 

dkect'Jana  opportune  tempore  iljingulu  epifcopi*  celebretur,  cum  polio- 

ribus  pralatii,  llCfanf*  mralibua,  mrifyue  dignii,"  &c.     Bat,  though  the 

c.iTun'i  Lint,    cardinal  occupied  the  fee  of  Sarum  eleven  years,  being  "  almoft  conti- 

p'  nually  abfent,"  as  A.  Wood  fays,  it  does  not  appear  that  he  renovated 

the  decayed  office  of  bean  rural  in  our  diocefe,  or  attempted  any  fuch 

laudable  revival  of  diocefan  fynods. 

(')  See  fome  fenfible  remarks  on  the  economy  of  our  exiuing  inftim- 
tions,  as  affording  facilities  for  working  out  fchemes  of  church-union 
and  difcipline,  in  lor.  Short's  Sketch  of  the  IB/lory  of  the  Church  of 
England,V6L  n.  pp.  156—7,  note.    The  pafTage  will  be  hereafter  quoted. 


Swjt.  IV.]     Stoggciftloii*  for  t))(  jKtbibal  of  fttnl  ®frajrttrs. 

The  above  fuggeftions  are  not  impertinent  to  the 
conclufion  of  this  fection ; — but  I  {hall  have  occafion  to 
take  up  the  fubject  of  the  revival  of  beans  rural  again,  in 
the  conclu0on  of  Part  vi.  The  reader  will  beftow  on 
them  what  little  notice  he  thinks  they  merit ;  and  pro- 
ceed with  me  to  the  doling  divifion  of  my  labours — 
devoted  to  the  laft  three  centuries  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
office  of  titan  rural. 


in  Part  vl  Sect.  in.  See  alio  Injlructiom  for  the  government  of  the 
diocefe  ofBrkcen  by  meant  of  ntnl  Geanfl  and  rfcapttw — ftpptntjix, 
Part  i.  Germany,  Sect  in. 
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PART  VI. 
©St  Sedtnt  anft  tttbfbal  of  tfie  CDffitr. 

SECTION  L 

The  Decline  of  Bum  Rtuat,  Mou  particularly  in  England. 

E  have  now  gone  through  the  various  parti- 
culars of  the  rural  arciiprrsbgttr's  office,  as  it 
obtained  in  the  churches  of  England  and 
Ireland,  and  the  occidental  parts  of  Europe, 
from  the  date  of  its  origin  to  that  of  its  decline ; — and 
we  have  only,  in  conclufion,  to  throw  together,  into  a 
readable  fhape,  fuch  remaining  notes  and  extracts,  as 
bear  on  the  laft  three  centuries  of  its  hiftory — the  period 
of  its  declenfion  and  attempted  refufcitation. 

Upon  the  fubject  of  its  declenfion,  indeed,  fomewhat 
has  been  already  laid,  under  the  head  of  the  decay  and 
diflblution  of  rurf-ta canal  chapters,  in  Part  v.  Sect.  in. 
The  courts  and  their  prafotnt*  fimultaneoufly  declined ; 
— nay,  we  may  almoft  fay,  deceafed,  as  far  as  relates  to 
our  own  hies — in  which  the  office,  with  its  appertinent 
jurifdiction,  feems  to  have  fallen  into  more  general  dis- 
regard than  on  the  continent  \ 

(')  The  Sppntbfl  will  Itiew  bow  vigoroufly  the  office  was  kept  op  in 
fome  parts  of  France,  Germany,  Pruflia,  and  the  Netherlands. 
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The  order  of  brans  rural  had  been  long  and  gradually  Qks=aArekm- 
declinmg  in  authority,  when  Sir  Henry  Speknan  obferved,  *k»'f' 
-  in  his  learned  GloJJ'ary — "  Huialfom  becaiwram  genus  hinc 
ab  eptfcopo,  iUinc  ab  archidiacono,  vel  exhuuflum  omnind 
ejtt  vel  priftinofplendore  denudatum;  "  and  Mr.  Somner, 
in  his  Uijlary  of  the  Antiquities  of  Canterbury — "  The  ran  i.  p.  ire 
choice  and  ordination  of  rural  beans  is  not  hitherto  quite 
worn  out  of  ul'e  among  us,  but  their  office *  in  any  of 
the  premifes "  {there  briefly  defcribed)  "  is  either  quite 
obfolete,  or  at  leaft  much  diminithed:" — melancholy 
notices  of  the  waning  dignity  and  attributes  of  beans 
rural;  to  the  truth  of  which,  the  pages  of  Couflns, 
Mocket,  Zouch,  Godolphin,  Inett,  Kennett,  Atterbury, 
Nelfon,  Brett,  Blackftone,  and  many  other  writers  of 
the  fixteenth,  feventeenth,  and  eighteenth  centuries,  too 
plainly  fpeak. 

"  Doctor  Coufins,  the  civilian,  fetting  downe  the  brant  lb/hd*^** 
mail's  office,"  fays  the  author  of  Defenfive  Doubts  &c,  p.jo.  ' 
"  maketh  it  confift  in  little  elfe,  than  in  calling  clafficall 
affemblies  (that  is,  thofe  who  are  to  aflemble  within  his 
beanrp),  and  to  ugnify  the  mind  of  the  ordinary,  according 
to  the  tenour  of  letters,  received  from  him ;  and  in  the 
abfence  of  the  archdeacon,  to  induct  into  benefices — 
"Plerumque  adhibentur  ad  amvocandumfuam  clqffkm,  ad 
Jignificandum  Us  nonnihil  ab  ordmario,  ut  fit  per  Uteras, 
ad  inducendum  in  beneficia  vice  archidiaconi  remotius 
agentis" 

(*)  The  little  remains  of  the  dignity  and  jurifdiction  of  tUawf  tuxal 
depend  now  on  the  cnftom  of  places,  and  the  pleafure  of  diocefans. 
"  It  in  arbitrary  to  the  faperior  that  ordains  them,  I  fuppofe,"  writes  Jniitpdttu  of 
Mr. Somner,  "  with  decency  and  order,  what  charge  or  bufinds  they  pStTiT?ft 
(hall  undergo." 
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Such  alfo  are  the  limited  powers  ceded  to  him  in  the 
Potitia  Ecckfia.  Anglicemaof  Dr.  Mocket  (cap.  ix.  p.  88.), 
and.  in  the  Defcriptia .  Juris  et  Judicii  Eccle/iqftici  of 
Dr.  Zouch  (Part.  i.  Sect.  in.  L.  ix).  Nor  is  the  order  of 
precedency  next  after  canons  and  prebendaries,  awarded 
Godotphb*  to  him  by  the  author  of  the  Bepertoritm  Canonicura  in 
his  Appendix,  any  counterpoife  to  the  earlier  confeffion 
that  his>  powers  at  that  day  (AD.  hdglxxxvii.)  were 
"  nigh  extinguiihed  by  the  office  of  the  archdeacon  and 
the  biihop's  chancellor,  though  in  fome  parts  of  the 
realm  ftall  in  force." 

Whether  right  or  wrong,  as  to  the  particular  circum- 
ftances  of  our  eccleflaftkal  ftate,  which,  hi  his  opinion* 
gave  birth  to-  the  office  of  ratal  teas*  (already  detailed 
under  that  diviflon  of  the  ^m«),  Dr.  Inett  fupports  the 
reafonablenefs  of  his  view  by  the  date  of  their  decay : — 
origin  jngu.  «  Though  the  name  and  function  are  in  fome  parts  of 
pTu-b.  '  England  and  Wales  continued  to  this  day  (A.D.  mdccx.)" 
writes  the  author  of  the  Origines,  "  yet  the  fuock,  which 
the  Reformation  gave  to  the  power  of  the.  clergy,  and 
the  authority  of  the  canon-Jaw,  fo  effectually  blafted  the 
offices  and  authority  of  owns  rural,  that  from  that  time 
they  begun  to  wither,  and  are  now  flmmk  up  into  a 
little  compafs ;  and  have  retained  fo  little  of  their  ancient 
power,  that  it  is  hard  to  fay  what  they  were.  So  that 
one  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  authority  of  our 
suffragan  bfs&ops  and  rural  titans  begun,  as  they  ended 
in  England,  with  the  canon-law  and  the  papal  power." 

*  By  the  art  and  intereft  of  the  canonists  (fupported 
by  the  bifhops,  who  were  very  often  of  the  fame  faculty), 
and  by  the  prefcription  and  power  of  the  archdeacons 
and  their  officials,  it  happened,"  fays  Kennett,  "  that  in 
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the  next  age  before  the  reformation  of  the  church  of 
England,  the  jurifdiction  of  rural  beans  in  this  ifland 
declined  almoft  to  nothing :  for  the  exercife  of  then- 
office  in  the  reign  of  Henry  V.  is  by  Lyndwood  flightly  fv^nWLt 
reprefented,  and  obferved  to  depend  more*  " confue-  in v.tapituit* 
tudimpatria  quamjuri  communi."  The  reafon  of  which 
obfervation  was  this:  among  the  Legatine  and  all  the 
later  Provincial  Cmjiitutions,  in  the  form  of  committing 
any  authority  to  the  meal  beans.,  the  archdeacons  and 
their  officials  are  joined  with  them,  and  commonly  put 
before  them ;  who,  being  equally  empowered,  engroffed 
the  execution  of  the  whole  trull,  and  left  the  beans  little 
eKe  but  then*  empty  names' ;  except,  in  fome  few  places, 
where,  by  continued  cuftom,  they  preferred  ■  their  aacieut 
tenure." 

Such  is  the  bifhop  of  Peterborough's  opinion  as  to 
the  date  of  the  decay  of  the  ratal  bean's  authority  in 


(')  The  editor  of  the  Parochial  Antiqu&ai  applies  this  paflage  of  AtMrbnrr'a 
Lyndwood  to  the  tural  trans  themfelveu ;  and  sot  to  their  rjajtuiJ,  to  u^c'lu.'0' 
which,  as  Atterbury  has  rightly  obferved,  il  filely  belongs. 

(*)  "  The  power  of  the  Dtan,"  fays  Mr,  Whitaker,  "  remains  confi-  whitak«'< Hifi. 
derable  in  many  diocefes  to  the  prefent  time ;  and  the  prefent  bean  of  yoi  J™  b'mT ' 
Manchester  holds  his  court  of  vifitation  twice  a  year,  and  twice  a  year  t  tii.p-SST. 
receives  the  prefentments  of  the  churchwardens  in  it.     And,  fmce  die 
archidiaconal  authority  has  been  loft  in  the  epifcopal,  the  Bf  an  is  become 
the  fole  ordinary  of  the  diocefe  below  the  biftiop ;  the  only  taint  check 
on  the  irregularities  of  the  clergy,  and  the  only  fupport  to  the  interefts 
of  expiring  difciplioe." 

"  Of  beam**  nirall,"  fays  John  Ley,  "  the  doubt  is,  what  is  the  audio-  Lej't  Dtfa&i 

rity  or  government  of  a  beans  rutall." **  la  this  diocefle,  the  ^3«SJiJ%- 

Dtaiw»  for  many  yeares  pall  have  had  a  great  part  of  epifcopall  jnrifdk -  Refyfadoj  tiu 
don  ihared  among  them ;  and  this  by  patent  for  lives  or  yeares  from  the  a, shfiihme* 
bilhops,  allowing  fometimes  larger,  fometimes  leffe  anthority  unto  them  :  oftheiuustfinx!, 
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England.     But,  fupported  though  it  be  by  the  bifhop  of 
HWsnfrfMm-  London  in  his  Codex,  Mr.  Whitaker  entirely  dhTents 
b.h.c'ix.  jui.  from  it,  as  carrying  the  decline  too  far  back,  and  too 
much  curtailing  the  integrity  and  duration  of  the  office ; 
"  which  exifted,"  he  fays,  "  nearly,  if  not  abfolutely,  in 
all  its  plenitude  of  power,  to  the  remarkable  sera  of  the 
Reformation." — Be  it  fo:   ftill  the  fact  of  its  decline 
about  the  period  in  queftion  is  generally  admitted. 
J2££v0f£'      &1  fome  P81*8  of  England,  the  rural  to'tans  had  nothing 
p-30*-'  left  in  Bifhop  Kennett's  days,  **  but  the  harden  of  enter- 

taining the  rectors  and  vicars  of  the  fieantB  at  a  folemn 
feaft :  and  this  perhaps,"  fays  the  Parochial  Antiquary, 
"is  the  only  remaining  footftep  of  the  ancient  rural 
cimptm  corrupted  into  fociable  meetings,  to  the  great 


fome  have  had  power  to  cenfure*  all  offenders,  and  offences  of  the 
laity ;  the  crimes  of  inceft  and  adultery  alone  excepted.  And  fome  have 
beene  limited  to  the  correction  of  fome  few  faultes  fpeofied  in  their 
patents;  and,  of  late,  about  (or  not  much  above)  three  yeares  fince, 
have  rooll  of  the  OtanrieS  been  compounded  together  into  one  patent,  or 
two  at  the  mod :  and  auigned  to  the  archdeacons  by  your  lordlhip,  and 
by  them  refigued  for  execution  to  the  chancellour  (as  their  offidall)  for 
that  jurifdiction," 

"  Now,  if  Deanrt  rutall  be  meant  in  the  oath,  (and  confidering  what 
authority  and  power,  both  in  former  times  and  of  late,  they  hare  had  in 
this  dioccie,  and,  it  may  be,  by  the  conftitutions  of  die  church  yet  in 
force  ought  to  have,  we  know  not  why  they  fhould  be  left  out  of  the 
government  of  the  church,  nor  why  they  fhould  not  be  contained 
under  the  title  of  Qtimtfl,)  how  can  we,  without  being  overbold  with  our 
coufciences,  take  them  into  fnch  an  oath,  there  being  fo  much  diverfity 
and  uncertainty  of  their  authority?" 

*  "  Crimlna  et  ezoeOiii  quornmcunque  laicorum,  crimlnlbut  adnlteril  et 
inceMs  tantumniodo  exceptii." — "  So  ill  thirpatent  of  Mr.  P.,  Mr.  E-,  Mr.  L., 

for  the  trranrie  of  F." 
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expence  of  the  bean,  and  the  no  great  honour  of  the 
clergy." 

In  his  Speech  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  &$£*£** 
Totnefs  (AD.mdccviii.),  Dr.  Atterbury  defcribes  the  office  ™-"-  ****■ 
of  Iwan  ttwal  as  one  "  which  formerly  contributed  much 
to  fupport  and  enliven  the  discipline  of  the  church ;  and 
might  be  of  equal  ufe  ftill,  if  the  powers  heretofore 
annexed  to  it  were  duly  revived  and  executed.  How- 
ever, even  upon  the  foot  it  now  Stands,  efpecially  in  this 
dioccfe  (Exeter),  it  is  of  great  fervice,  when  discharged 
with  a  confcientious  care  and  fidelity.  And  therefore 
pity  it  is,  that  either  any  dhorder  fhould  happen  in  the 
manner  of  choofing  fuch  officers,  or  any  neglect  in 
exerting  thofe  powers,  which  do  ftill,  both  by  law  and 
cuftom,  belong  to  them ;  becaufe  each  of  thefe  hath  a 
manifeft  tendency  towards  finking  the  office  yet  lower 
than  it  is  already  funk,  and  bringing  it  at  laft  altogether 
into  difrepute  and  difufe  &c."  See  allb  Prideaux's  Direc- 
tions to  Churchwardens,  fub  fine. 

"  Now,"  writes  the  author  of  The  Rights  of  the  Clergy  NtiAm'i  mghn 
of  England  (A.D.  mdccxv.),  "there  are  very  few  rural  jftri.  "' 
Beans,  and  they  are  almoft  ufelefs  where  they  are,  being 
chofen  by  the  clergy  at  their  vifitations,  not  to  infpect 
their  lives,  hut  to  fcaft  them.  'Tis  true,  in  fome  places, 
they  have  a  licence  from  the  bilhop,  and  are  enjoined 
by  oath  to  inform  againft  their  brethren,  if  there  fhould 
be  occailon.  Though,  if  there  was  one  in  every  Binnerp 
appointed  to  vifit  that  diftrict,  and  to  admonifh  offenders 
and  cenfure  them  if  they  did  not  amend ;  and,  if  that 
would  not  do,  then  to  inform  their  fuperiors,  that  they 
might  be  punifhed  according  to  the  eccleftaftical  laws,  the 
church  might,  by  fuch  difcipline,  receive  a  great  benefit." 


BnUat  nt)  tUttbal  of  tfc«  Met.  [Part  VI, 


$%£2m        In  the  clofe  of  the  tenth  chapter  of  Dr.  Brett's  Ac- 
er |M  1*0-*    -*  ~£  ni. 1   y_... .    _..   i  i-i. ....... .1. 

pp.  1S3,  feqq. 


wStaraijDtmii,  count  of  Church-Government  and  Governourt,  the  rector 


of  Bettefhanger  deplores  the  general  decay  of  the  ratal 
art&jpritst's  office  in  England  at  the  commencement  of 
the  laft  century.  Having  given  a  brief  fummary  of  its 
duties  in  times  pall,  he  notices  the  rarity  of  the  function 
in  his  own  days,  its  limitation  and  degradation.  "  Now," 
fays  he,  "  the  authority  and  ufe  of  rural  beans  is  almoft 
wholly  loft.  There  are  but  few  diocefes  in  England 
which  have  any,  and  in  thofe  they  are  but  annual,  and 
chofen  by  the  clergy  at  their  visitations ;  and  their  bufi- 
nefs  is  nothing  elfe  but  to  make  an  entertainment  for 
their  brethren.  In  fome  places,  the  bifhop  gives  them 
an  oath,  and  a  licence  or  commiffion  to  be  informers, 
and  nothing  more ;  which  renders  the  office  odious  and 
contemptible,  I  think,  to  the  great  prejudice  of  the 
church,  which  by  this  means  lofes  a  very  ufeful,  not 
to  fay  neceflary  officer,  to  preferve  and  maintain  its 
discipline." 

"  The  rural  beans,"  lays  Blackftone, "  are  very  antient 
officers  of  the  church,  but  almoft  grown  out  of  ufe; 
though  their  otanrries  (till  fubfift,  as  an  ecclefiaftical  divi- 
fion  of  the  diocefe,  or  archdeaconry.  They  feem  to 
have  been  deputies  of  the  bifhop,  planted  all  ronnd  his 
diocefe,  the  better  to  infpect  the  conduct  of  the  parochial 
clergy,  to  inquire  into  and  report  dilapidations,  arid  to 
examine,  the  candidates  for  confirmation ;  and  armed,  in 
minuter  matters,  with  an  inferior  degree  of  judicial  and 
coercive  authority.** 

Such  is  the  teftimony  of  ecclefiaftical  antiquaries  to 
the  fact  of  the  waning  condition  of  the  ruri-tecanal 
authority  in  England,  during  the  fifteenth,  feventeenth, 
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and  eighteenth  centuries.    It  has  been  latterward  almoft 

extinct  and  powerlefe.    It  has  not,  fince  the  Reforma-  Asgitsin. 

tion,  extended,  nor  does  it  now  extend,  further  than  to  Amite  Mm ' 

empower  the  holders  of  the  office  to  examine  and  Sm' 

inquire  into  the  defects  and  abufes,  if  any  exift,  in  their 

diftricts,  and  to  give  information  thereof  to  the  ordinary; 

who  alone  is  authorised  to  proceed  againft  offenders,  and 

to  correct  abufes,  upon  the  certificate  of  his  beans,  in  the 

fame  way  as  he  could,  if  he  were  to  receive  the  like 

information  from  any  other  quarter,  on  which  he  could 

place  equal  reliance.    So  that,  in  fact,  the  rural  beans 

are,  and  have  been  fince  the  period  referred  to,  mere 

teftta  fynodolta,  or  a  fuperior  order  of  que/i-men l,  to  con- 

troul  the  churchwardens,  who  have  become  negligent  in 

the  difcharge  of  the  duties  of  their  office,  and  likewife  to 

admonifh  blameworthy  perfons  to  correct  their  defaults, 

and  prevent  the  occafion  of  the  ordinary's  interference. 


(')  la  the  diocefe  of  Antwerp,  the  churchwardens  are  made  fnbject  to  OnHHothmst 
the  ton  of  e&Tlsttmits :— "  MdUu  intettigmU  fe  in  (ffido  JUo  debere  ^Sax^*" 
feqid  directionem  iwtanl  tt  pufiorit." 
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SECTION  II. 
Concilia*  Dccaxss  fob  thi  Rrviyal  of  Stand  ttttnl. 

^  the  continent  of  Europe,  I  have  faid,  the 
declenGon  of  the  office  of  titan  rural  was  not 
fo  marked  and  deciflve  as  amongft  ourfelves. 
While  it  was  Here  faft  perifhing  away,  efforts 
were  there  made,  and  with  effect,  to  keep  alive  and  give 
vigour  to  its  drooping  energies.  This  is  apparent,  from 
the  dates  of  numerous  canons  and  regulations  cited  in 
the  courfe  of  our  Collectanea,  and  of  many  documents  in 
our  &pptrrti(x.  Though  fhorn  by  time  of  much  of  its 
early  confequence,  it  continued  to  furvive ;  and  great 
were  the  exertions  made  by  very  many  churches  and 
councils  for  its  full  and  perfect  restoration1; — witnefs 
thofe  of  Cologne  A.D.  mdxxxvi.  (SS.  CC.  Tom.  xix.),  of 
Augsburg  A.D.  mdxlvhi.  (SS.  CC.  Tom.  xix.),  of  Cologne 
again  AJ>.  mdxlix.  (SS.  CC.  Tom.  xix.),  of  Mayence 
A.D.  mdxlix.  (SS.  CC.  Tom.  xrx.),  of  Treves  A.D.  mdxldc. 
(SS.  CC.  Tom.  xrx.),  of  Rheims  A.D.  mdlxtv.  (SS.  CC 
Tom.  xx.),  of  Malines  A.D.  mdlxx.  (SS.  CC.  Tom.  xxi.), 
of  Ypres  A.D.  mdlxxvii.  (Stat.  Synod.  Yprenf.),  of  Saint 
Omer  A.D.  mdlxxxiii.  (Stat.  Audomar.),  of  Antwerp  A.D. 


(')  This  reftoration  of  QtBlM  rata!  is  to  he  traderftood  of  their  _#mv 
tual  capacity  alone,  and  to  have  no  reference  at  all  to  their  temporal 
jnrifdiction,  which  everywhere  gradually  waned  to  its  filial  aud  entire 
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hdcx.  (Stat*  Synod.  Antverp.),  of  Namur  A.D.  mdcxxxix. 
(Stat.  Synod.  Namur.),  of  Cologne  again  A.D.  mdclxii., 
and  others  of  later  date1. 

The  fucceisful  and  influential  labours  of  the  council 
of  Trent,  in  the  flxteenth  century,  merit  fpecial  notice. 
Confcious  of  the  blow  that  would  be  given  to  church- 
difcipline  in  the  country,  if  local   nftfnatUx  and  their 
rhaptrrs  were  allowed  to  fall  into  defuetude,  the  Trentine  Sgma.  iwfau. 
Fathers  re-enacted  their  eftabliihnient  by  canon,  and  «.*«e/™i'. 
taught  in  detail  the  proper  method  of  carrying  on  eccle- 
flaftical  caufes  "coram  ortrtnarife  locoram."    And,  as  a 
fpecimen  of  the  care  of  other  fynods,  directed  to  the 
iame  laudable  object,  we  may  quote  the  acts  of  Alex-  ^?'^'ip"- 
ander  Canigian,  archbifhop  of  Acqui  (A.D.  mdlxxxv.),  <*M&ifoZt 
fupplied  as  they  are  to  us  in  full  by  the  learned  canonift  pw. 
and  annotator  Cabaflufcius ;  who  tells  us  that  the  bitatfal 
inftitution  was  introduced  into  the  diocefe  of  Acqui  by 
that  prelate,  in  imitation  of  the  earlier  reformation  (pre- 
fently  cited)  of  the  archbifhop  of  Milan : — "  J§jus  exemplo" 
fays  the  canonift, .  . .  .  "  dijiribvit  archiepifcopus  bfearffo  Sff^jftj- 
fornnefs  certas  dicecefis  regiones,  quorum  Jingula  octo  cir-  ■*<£*»■  h>-pp-' 
titer  parochial/  complectebantur ;  in  quorum  medio  ftxam  Lngduni.nocxc. 


(')  See  particularly,  in  the  fiavrnbix  of  Continental  Document*, 
extracts  from  the  fynodal  publications  of  the  following  dlocefes: — 
A  tranches,  Seez,  Coutancea,  Anas,  Metz,  Befancon,  and  Verdun,  in 
France; —  Augsburg,  Bafle,  Briien,  Cologne,  Cunftance,  EicMadt, 
Freyfingen,  Ofnaburg,  Prague,  Ratisbon,  Triers,  and  Worms,  in  Ger- 
many;— Culm,  in  Prulfia; — Sitteu,  in  Switzerland ;— Ghent,  Bruges, 
Tournay,  Boia-le-dnc,  Rnremond,  and  Yores,  in  the  Netherlands ; — and 
Acqui,  in  Italy.  In  lame  of  the  German  councils  we  find  Camerarii 
•nd  Jurati  aObciated  with  titan*  rural,  as  helpmates  in  fnpport  of  church- 
difcipline.     See  CC.  Germama  fparalm. 
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^ecfem  habentes,  fingulot  ibi  degentes  parockos,  alio/que 
facra  minijleria  obeuntes  clericos,  femil  unaqudquc  heb- 
domad* congregabat,  &c."  Thus  affembled,  he  tells  us, 
they  opened  the  convention  with  prayer;  then  confi- 
dered  cafes  of  confcience;  then  heard  complaints  &c. 
Touching  the  tricar's  perfonal  functions,  he  adds : — "In- 
vigilabat  tjfcnrlus  foraiwus  moribus  et  minifierUs  parocho- 
rum,  et  aliorumftbi  commiffee  regionis  facerdotum.  Pra- 
teredque  cultut  et  reparationi  ecclefiarum,  et  ubicdnque 
opus  erat  ad  epifcopum  referebat.  Etiam  de  ordinandis 
regionis  fuce  clericis,  an  idonei,  an  capaces,  vel  akquo 
defectu  laborantes.  IJiiufmodi  bftarff  jttrjfdictionem  nul- 
lam  habent  ni/i  quam  Ubuerit  epifcopo  ipjis  impertiri,  ftmt- 
que  amovibHes"  But  it  is  fcarce  neceffary  to  quote  thus 
in  detail.  Other  bifhops,  in  other  countries,  perfevered 
in  the  fame  praifeworthy  endeavours  to  fupport  church- 
difcipline  by  the  inftrumentality  of  rural  fceans  and 
t&apttru. 
rtWftfpwT  ^"De  "S"*8  °f  'ne  office  were  preferved  tolerably  entire 
toWpjT'  'a  'ne  ^allican  church,  and  perpetuated  by  the  provin- 
P'**-  cial  fynod  of  Rheims,  under  Charles  cardinal  of  Lorraine 

{A.D.  mdlxxix.),  with  an  accurate  defcription  of  its  eco- 
nomy and  duties.    They  were  alio  much  refpected  by 
ow/"''  Cq^^  Cardinal  Campegio  in  Germany,  in  his  fpirited  reforma- 
meeaui.  Ah%fu*.  tion  of  the  churches  there,  at  an  earlier  period  of  the 
pP.«5  7-8.      fame  century.     Indeed,  the  cardinal  of  Saint  Anaftafia 
(who  was  alto  bilhop  of  Salisbury)  recommended  the 
regular  exercife  of  their  authority,  and  particularly  ad- 
vifed  the  old  way  of  meeting  the  bifhops  in  an  epifcopal 
fynod  once  a  year;  which  was  accordingly  eftablifhed 
in  the  council  of  Trent  above  referred  to,  and  in  many 
of  the  churches  under  its  influence. 
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In  the  ConjHtutiones  etDecreta  of  the  provincial  fynod  ow^uwwt 

of  Salzbui^C^.D.MDLxix.),  under  the  archiepifcopal  legate  sS^f**'* 

of  the  apoftolic  fee,  many  chapters  are  devoted  to  aufj-  pTw."*"11'1' 

presftBtets  or  beans  ruial  ("quorum  o^cio  /icef  aft  attfcf- 

pres&Ettrfs  nomine  videantw  difcrepare,  reverd  tamenjimt 

idem  ") ;  and  they  are  ftated  to  be  numeroufly  distributed 

through  the  province,  each  having  a  fpecial  commiflion 

from  the  archbifliop  or  his  diocefan — "  in  quo  peculiarity-  c, ».  p.  i  so. 

caufie  exponuniur,  in  quibus,  et  quoufque  affumptua  cog- 

nofcere,  traclare,  corrigere,  ordinate,  atque   determinare 

habeat,  una  cum  fufficienti,  bond  et  clard  injlruciione,  tit 

quomodd  in  talibus,  fecundum  janctiona  canonicas.fe  ge- 

rere  debeat."     Having  found,  however,  the  inutility  of  c.l«v.  «p.u. 

local  fynods  in  which  archdeacons  or  titans  ratal  alone  p 

prefided,  the  archbifliop  ordered  his  commhTaries  to  be 

in  attendance  at  them,  whenever,  under  the  fanction  of 

the  ordinary,  fuch  meetings  of  the  parochi  were  held. 

But  of  all  European  councils,  the  moil  enlightened 
and  energetic  in  advancing  the  difcipline  and  influence  of 
the  church  through  the  medium  of  rural  supttfnttttfrants, 
and  making  the  miniftery  of  thefe  fubordinate  officers, 
under  the  titles  of  f oraneous  tricars  and  prefects  of  t&t  Acta  Bow* 
trontrp,  approach,  in  their  multiplied  vocations,  the  type  "Sjuarr^L 
of  primitive  utility,  were  thofe  convened  by  the  reputed  m-B"-4,» 
faint,  Charles  Borromeo,  archbifliop  of  Milan ; — whofe 
object  evidently  was  to  make  himfelf  acquainted  inti- 
mately, through  their  means,  with  the  fpiritual  condition 
of  his  diocefe,  to  watch  over  it,  and  provide  for  its 
neceffities  by  their  reprefentations.    And  fuch,  undoubt- 
edly, was  the  aim  of  the  artftiprrsbjiietal  inftitution  from  its 
firft  eftablifliment — in  perfect  keeping  with  the  genuine 
fpirit  of  church-government.     For,  as  Hooker  remarks, 
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"  When  the  fubject  wherein  one  man's  labours  of  fundrie 
kinds  are  imployed,  doth  waxe  fo  great,  that  the  fame 
men  are  no  longer  able  to  manage  it  fufficiently  as 
before,  the  molt  naturall  waye  to  helpe  this  is  by  de- 
viding  their  charge  into  flipcs,  and  ordaining  of  under 


ss.  cc.  Tom.  In  the  diocefe  of  Milan,  the  bitatfi  forantf  met  in 
Th^Duniu.  v.  ei  rfiaptrr  every  month,  for  mutual  advancement  in  perfonal 
-'  P"°'    ■"'*'  holinefs,  and  excitement  to  zeal  in  their  public  religious 


p.  228. 


duties; — for  confutation  on  fubjects  of  grave  import 
within  their  local  jurifdictions  ; — and  generally  for  fur- 
thering whatever  was  conducive  to  the  fpiritual  interefts 
of  the  clergy  and  their  flocks.  But  their  tenancy  of  office 
was  temporary  and  conditional — revocable  at  the  will 
of  the  hiftiop — a  mere  delegation ;  Borromeo  deeming 
fuch  an  arrangement  mod  inftrumental  to  the  object  of 
the  inftitution — the  fupport  of  church-difcipline  in  the 
rural  cantons.  And  a  judicious  innovation  it  apparently 
was,  on  the  earlier  regiment  of  the  parochial  churches 
of  the  Milanefe  territory ; — where,  under  a  perpetuity 
of  office,  the  attfjpttsbDters  of  paft  days  had  been  remifs 
and  inattentive  to  their  charge,  and  fruftrated  by  their 
negligence  the  very  object  of  their  commifiion.  The 
Acta  Ecdcjiee  Mediolanenfis  are  copioufly  furnifhed  with 
the  archbifhop's  inftructions  to  thefe  ratal  bfcars  on  the 
duties  of  their  renovated  office,  and  will  repay  the 
curious  reader  for  the  trouble  of  reference.  Some  few 
have  been  quoted  in  earlier  pages  of  the  $$oter;  and 
others  will  be  found  appropriated  by  Canigian  to  the  fee 
of  Acqui,  in  the  0ppeirt»(x. 
"**«?'  Upon  the  inftitution  of  thefe  officers  in  Italy,  at  this 
time,  White  Kennett  obferves : — "  It  was  a  great  argu- 
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ment  for  the  dignity  and  neceffity  of  rural  titans,  that 
they  were  then  eftahliihed  in  a  nation  where  they  were 
before  unknown;  by  a  bilhop  who  was  the  greateft 
reformer  of  any  in  the  Roman  communion ;  and  at  a 
time  when  it  was  more  efpecially  proper  to  project  fome 
method  to  fupport  the  declining  church."  But  this 
inference  is  founded  in  an  erroneous  aflumption  (as  I 
have  already  fhewn)  that  fpiritual  JHuurfotmoant*  of  tf»e 
tounttg  were  then  firft  inftituted  there;  which  was  not 
the  fact,  ftrtlipttsfigterft-fttral  exifled  in  the  diocefe  of 
Milan  before ;  and  it  was  only  the  new  calling  of  their 
office  in  a  better  form,  and  under  a  novel  name,  that 
originated  with  this  eminently  pious  difriplinarian. 

So  great,  however,  was  the  improvement  upon  the  Thom.mii.  v. ,i 
conftitution  of  the  elder  appointment,  and  fo  fuperior  i.."n%.vi.'  ' 
the  efficacy  of  the  newly-modelled  office,  that  other ' 
churches  adopted  the  amended  type ;  and  it  was  left  to 
the  judicious  choice  of  the  diocefans  by  the  council  of 
Touloufe  (A.D.  mdxc),  whether  foraneotts  bftara  lhould 
not  be  made  to  fupply  generally  the  want  or  defect  of 
aitijpmbgttrg  and  archdeacons : — "  Ffiatfi  quo*  foratuos 
vacant,  non  minimo  epijiopis  ejje  confiteverunt  levamento. 
Videbtmt  igitttr  epifcopi,  an  archidiaconorum  et  artiiprts- 
bjotetorum  aut  penuria  out  defectus  bftatferum  ejujmodi 
operant  requirat.,'    See  alio  Statuts  pour  le  rltabliffement  as**™*- 
it  la  Police  et  Difcipline  Ecclejiqjlique  fails  au  Jynode  pp-  »w,  f«q* 
avtomnal  de  I'eglife  de  Rouen,  mdcxxviii. 

Such  were  fome  of  the  efforts  made  by  a  few  conti- 
nental churches  (more  might  have  been  adduced  if 
neceflary)  to  quicken  with  frelh  vigour  their  delegate 
clerical  police,  during  the  period  of  its  decay  in  Eng- 
land : — of  the  more  modern  ufages  of  the  continent 
• 
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with  regard  to  rural  attbpttsbDtns,  in  the  fame  or  other 
diocefes,  I  am,  for  the  moft  part,  ignorant 

In  France,  it  would  feem,  the  office  till  lately  retained 
the  greater  portion  of  the  privileges  with  which  it  was 
invefted  by  the  councils  and  capitularies  of  that  country 
in  earlier  days.  The  following  epitome  of  the  turf- 
becanal  conftitution  is  prefented  to  the  reader,  as  exhi- 
biting, from  the  evidence  at  leaft  of  authentic  hooks, 
the  modern  endurance  of  ancient  cuftoms  in  the  eco- 
nomy of  the  office  among  our  continental  neighbours, 
long  after  the  fame  have  grown  ohfolete  .with  ourfelves. 
I  allude  not  to  thofe  which  the  wifdom  of  the  Reforma- 
tion difpeni'ed  with  in  the  Romifh  facramental  ordi- 
nances, (in  diitributing  the  material  of  which  our  rural 
functionaries  were  heretofore  employed  hy  the  buttons,) 
nor  to  the  bleffing  of  bells,  or  other  mch  abfurd  cere- 
monies, but  to  the  agency  of  Beans  rural  in  inducting  to 
benefices,  in  prefiding  at  menftrual  ronbentfons  of  the 
parochial  clergy,  and  feeing  epifcopal  mandates  duly 
executed  and  obferved. 
*«££*£;  From  the  firft  Part  of  M.  L.  De  Hericourf s Loix Eccti- 
pp-iuKn.  jiajliquca  de  France  dans  lew  ordre  naturel,  chap.  in.  Des 
Archidiacres  et  de*  Dogeus  Htutaux,  I  felect  the  following 
paragraphs,  with  the  Advocate's  introductory  history  of 
the  rurMrccsnal  office,  as  it  obtains  in  France — the  canons 
being  amplified  fomewhat  from  the  Encyclopedic  Metho- 
dique,  Jurifprudence,  Tom.  iv.  pp.  65, 66. 

"  Commc  il  y  avoit  dam  ckague  diocefe  un  archidiacte 
qui  vcilloitjur  la  conduits  dee  clercs  injericurs,  il  y  a  eu 
pre/qua  die  let  premiere  Jieclct  un  artfiiprttrj  done  chaque 
diocife,  chargi  de  celebrer  le  fervice  divin  dan*  I'eglifc 
principale,  en  Vabfence  de  Civique.     Mai*  ce  n'eji  que 
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long-tems  apris  qu'on  a  itabli  &  la  campagne  des  attbl- 
Stetres  ou  tooprns  ruraui,  acec  une  efpice  de  jwifdiction 
fw  let  ewes  de  lew  iJQBiniu.  ifo  avoient  dejet  beaucoup 
(Fautoritc  du  terns  de  Louis  le  Debonnaire;  el  le  candle 
d'Aix  fe  plaint  de  ce  qu'ils  Femployoient  foment  pltitdt 
pour  fatisfaire  leur  cupidiU,  que  pour  le  jitlut  des  antes. 
Quelques-uns  de  ces  fcogrns  raraux  voulwent  s'attribuer 
une  jwifdiction  cantentieufe,  dans  laquelle  Us /went  con- 
firmes  par  leg  JlaXids fynodaux  d'Angers,  et  par  le  concile 
de  Laval*  dans  le  treizieme  Jifale;  mats  ces  entreprifes 
furent  reprmees  dans  la  fuite.  lis  n'ont  a  prSfent  qu'un 
droit  de  vifitc  et  d'infpection  fur  les  paroiffes  et  fur  Us 
cures  de  lew  diftrid,fan$  aucune  autre  jwifdiction  volon- 
taire  ou  cententUufe.' 

"  Chaque  archidiaconi  eft  divife  en  plufitws  feogrnnt's,  p.m. 
auxquels  on  donne  pour  chef  un  des  ewes  du  di/lrict,  qui 
t'appeUe  (jorjtn  rural  ou  arc&fptttre  ratal." 

"  Une  des  principales  functions  des  ttopena  raraux  eft  de 
veillerjw  les  ewe's  de  lew  oogtnne,  et  de  rendre  compte  H 
I'eveque  de  toute  lew  conduite." 

"  En  general,  les  droits  et   les  fonctions  des   aspens  9&F*f** 
nttatu  font  regies  par  les  Jiatuts  de  chaque  diocife,  et  par  iupm*K*Z 
les  termes  de  la  commffion  qui  leur  eft  donnie.     Lews  pp.es,  m. 
fonctions  les  plus  ordinairct  font  de  vifiter  les  paroiffes  de 
lew  ttogeniu  ou  dijlrkt,  d'adminiftrer  Us  facremens  aux 
cures  qui  font  malades,  de  mettre  en  pojfeffion  de  lews 
benefices  les  nouveaux  cwet,  de  prefider  aux  calentes  ou 
conferences  ettltsfastfques  quife  tenoient  autrefois  au  com- 
mencement de  chaque  mois,  de  d\ftr%buer  aux  autres  cures 
lesfaintes  kuiles  qui  lew  font  adreffies  par  Vkveque,  et  de 
lewfaire  tenir  fes  ordonnances  et  mandemens.     Au  refte, 
quelque  itendue  que  foil  lew  commxffion,  Us  ne  doiveni 
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r ten  fatre  que  conformement  aux  ordres  qu'ils  ont  recus  de 
lui,  et  doivent  lui  rapporter  fdilement  tout  ce  qutfepqffe." 

"  Cotnme  les  fcogens  rttraiuc  ont  igolement  a  repondre  d 
lew  eveque  et  a  I'arcfudiaere  dan*  le  dijirict  duquel  eft  lew 
flogenw',  le  droit  commun  ejl  qu'ils  doivent  etre  nommes 
par  fivique  et  par  Varchidiacre  conjointement.  Cejt  pour- 
quoi,  dans  la  plupart  des  diocifes,  I'iveque  donne  la  com- 
million  de  bogen  rural  fur  la  prifentation  de  Varchidiacre  ; 
il  y  a  neanrnoins  des  diocefes  ou  Veveque  choifit  feul  les 
tngens  ruratn,  d'autres  ou  ce  ckoix  appartient  aux  cures 
du  bugtmitif,  qui  prefentent  d  Veveque  celui  qu'ils  ont  Slu," 

"La  commiffion  des  ooprits  ruraut  contient  ordinairement 
la  claufe,  '  qu'elle  ne  vaudra  que  tant  qu'il  plaira  a 
Veveque ' :  cette  claufe  y  ejl  metne  toujour*  Jbus-entenduc, 
enforte  que  Veveque  peut  les  revoqutr  quand  il  le  jugt 
d  propos,  d  moms  que  Varchidiacre  ou  les  cures  du  flflgenne 
n'aient  eu  quelque  part  d  leur  nomination,  auquel  cos  Us 
ne  pourroient  etre  revoques  que  du  confentement  de  ceux 
qui  les  auroient  nommes." 

Richard  gives  us  the  following  epitome  of  the  duties 
t.  of  artfipmbBttrs-rnial  in  his  Analyfis  of  the  Councils : — 
"  Uttralftius  arrfjfpresbgttris  fuper  ruris  paraxiis  pluribus 
infpectio  eft,  et  hoc  infpectionis  jus  coniinet  alia  plura  qua 
Cardinalis  Camus,  in  fuis  Conftitutionibus,  tit.  3.  art.  1. 
i).  2.,  his  verbis  complexus  eft :  'Nos  quidem  omnem  potef- 
tatem  et  omnes  honoris  notas  its  attribuimus,  qua  Ufdem 
in  conciliis  attribuuntur,  et  in  eo  contmentur,  ut,  qudm 
laU  eorum  art&fprtsbgttrattts  patet,  divinum  verbum  nun- 
Hare,  confejftones  audire,  cathoUca  Jidei  rudimenta  trader e 
poffmX;  ut  kareticos  harefeos  abjuratione  recxpiant ;  ut  Us 
abfolutionem  tribuant,  qui  intra  eorundem  regionis  fines 
adfidem  redeunt;  ut  abfohtrt  poffint  ah  omnibus  cafibus 
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rejervatis,  prater  quam ut  ecclefia  ornamenta  et 

alia  benedicant,  facris  exceptis  rebus  quorum  benedictio 
nonjme  unctions  ptragitur  ;  ut  in  arrijfprts&gteratti  agro- 
tantibus,  prout  opus  Habuerint  carnium  ufum  concedent; 
ut  fchola-  magijlros  approbent ;  ut  denique  fejiit  diebus, 
cumnwtffita&pojlulaverit,  operibua  vacandi  veniam  dent1.'  " 

In  the  churches  of  Spain  (from  whence  I  regret  to  d*  <w**« 
fay  I  have  not  been  able  to  enrich  my  &pptnbfx  with  of.vi.p.67.' 
any  documents)  it  would  appear,  from  Auguftin  Rarbofa, 
the  office  of  bean  rural  exifted  upon  much  of  the  fame 
footing  as  in  England  and  France,  in  the  Seventeenth 
century — when  the  bifhop  of  Ugento  compiled  his  trea- 
tife  on  church-dignities.  The  Spanifh  artfiproliHttt-rttral 
was  capacitated,  at  the  time  referred  to,  to  exercife 
whatsoever  authority,  in  addition  to  his  parochial  duty, 
the  bifhop  chofe  to  delegate  to  him : — "  Srcbfprraligttr 
rttralfs,"  fays  the  canonift,  '*  earn  habet  auctoritatem, 
prater  paroefnaie  ojficium,  quam  ei  epifcopus  dare  voluerit." 
But  the  exact  extent  of  the  power  delegated  to  him  by 
the  bifhop,  and  vicarioufly  exercifed  by  the  artfiprftst,  is 
not  very  diftinctly  fet  forth :  nor  do  I  pofl'efs  any 
means  of  certifying  the  condition  of  the  office  at  the 
prefent  time  in  the  Peninfula.  My  QtolUttanta  are  very 
defective  with  regard  to  the  ufages  of  Spain.  And  of 
the  church-police  of  the  country,  generally,  in  modern 
continental  ftates,  with  the  exception  of  Rufiia,  I  muft 
exprels,  with  fhame,  my  unqualified  ignorance.  Rufiia 
has  fupplied  fome  interefting  facts,  which,  from  the  little 

(')  See  alfo  Gibert.  InfiU.  EccUf.  el  Bene/.  T.  i.  p.  163.  Edit,  mdcci,., 
and  Richard.  Analyju  CC.  Gen.  et  Part,  in  voce  Decanue,  Tom.  m. 
p.  134.  EdiL  Dalmafi,  Fenet.  hdoolxxvi. 
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that  is  known  in  England  of  the  difcipline  of  the  Graeco- 

Rufs  church,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader. 

ex  Epi/t.  ma.       There  exifts,  then,  in  the  Greek  church  of  Ruffia,  as 

mora  saeruni- 1  am  informed,  an  office  not  unlike  that  of  the  lutan  rural 

Acrouftidt.     in  our  own.     The  duties  are  nearly  the  fame.    The 

Ruffian  functionary  has  the  infpection  of  the  morals  of 

the  clergy,  the  manner  in  which  they  perform  their 

minifterial  duties,  and  the  ftate  of  the  rural  churches 

(but  not  of  the  glebe-manfes '),  within  a  certain  diltrict, 

ufually  comprehending  eight  or  ten  parifhes.    Of  thefe 

matters  he  makes  an  annual,  or,  if  any  tiling  particular 

occur,  a  more  frequent  report  to  his  immediate  fuperior, 

who  has  the  title  or  name  of  protopopt   or  protfmg,  or 

(*)  The  dnty  of  rural  taM,  or  ilxgotjwnmit,  does  not  extend  to  the 
infpection  of  parfonage-houfes,  and  the  reafbn  is  this : — 

In  the  villages,  the  parfonage-houJes  are  the  private  property,  with 
certain  limitations,  of  the  refpectire  incumbents.  Each  parim  has  a, 
certain  portion  of  land  appropriated  to  the  church ;  of  which  the  minifter 
has  a  (hare,  and  winch,  with  the  furplice  fees,  conftitutes  his  entire 
income.  The  parfonage  is  built  on  the  glebe ;  bnt  on  the  demife  of 
one  incumbent,  and  the  fucceflion  of  another  (appointed  by  the  fynod,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  bifhop,  who  is  often  influenced  in  his  choice 
by  the  chief  landed  proprietor  and  fanners  of  the  parifh),  the  parfonage 
remains  the  property  of  the  family  of  the  late  incumbent. 

If  a  fon  of  the  deceafed  fucceed  to  the  father's  living,  he  takes  to  the 
parfonage  as  a  matter  of  courfe.  But,  in  the  event  of  there  being  no 
fon  in  orders,  or  none  eligible,  the  husband  of  the  eldeft  daughter, 
being  a  clergyman,  is  capacitated  to  take  pofleflion  of  the  manfe ; — 
which  arrangement  is  often  the  means  of  getting  the  eldeft  daughter  a 
husband,  however  aged  /he  may  be,  or  deltitute  of  perfonal  charms  *. 

Bat 

*  An  Inltance  of  thie,  Mr.  Blackmore  writes,  hai  jnfi  occurred.  An  old 
priatt  lately  died,  leaving  two  daughter!,  neither  very  fair  nor  very  young.  In 
the  courfe  of  ■  month,  hie  place  wai  filled ;  and  one  of  the  weeping  orphans 
duly  inftalled  In  her  mother's  place  (pa&or'e  wife),  a  falling  bride. 
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arrfjprfest.  The  latter  (anfwering  to  our  archdeacon) 
has  the  fuperintendcnce  of  all  the  tttral  titans,  who  are 
included  in  his  diilrict,  or,  to  ufe  a  word  from  our  own 
church,  his  archdeaconry. 

The  protopopi  makes  his  annual  or  more  frequent 
report  to  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe,  who  (if  the  matter 
be  too  weighty  for  him  to  determine)  fends  it  forward  to 
the  archbifhop,  and  he  (if  he  be  incompetent  to  decide) 
refers  it  to  the  general  fynod. 

The  title  of  the  rural  btan  of  Ruffia  is  not  derived 
from  the  Greek,  as  thofe  of  all  the  other  church 
dignitaries  are,  but  is  purely  Ruffian,  SHagotfiermof ; 
which  fignifies,  literally,  of  good  rani,  and  intimates 
that  the  perfon  bearing  it  is  of  juperior  rank  to  his 
brethren.  He  is  appointed  by  the  bifhop.  See  Arch- 
bifhop Platon's  Injiructiotu  to  the  33Iagocfiem(fe  of  hit 

But  if  a  ftranger  fncceed,  the  houfe  is  valued  by  the  elders  of  the  village ; 
and  the  on-coming  incumbent  pays  the  film  at  which  it  is  eftfrnated,  pro- 
vided the  family  of  the  decetied  be  willing  to  accept  it.  If  the  latter 
party  be  unwilling  to  fell  at  the  valuation  affixed,  or  the  new  incumbent 
be  unable  or  disinclined  to  purchafe,  the  houfe  remains  the  property  of 
the  late  incumhent's  family,  under  this  peculiar  condition — that  it  is  not 
to  be  nutierially  repaired. 

In  confeqnence  of  which  ftipulation,  the  manfe  foon  falls  to  rains, 
and  the  property  of  the  land,  on  which  it  flood,  reverts  to  the  church j — 
a  wife  regulation — without  which,  under  the  operation  of  fo  baneful  a 
cuftom,  the  whole  of  the  glebe  might  in  time  be  occupied  by  lay-houfea. 
In  the  mean  while,  either  impelled  by  zeal  and  cuftom,  or  compelled  by 
law,  the  little  farmers  and  peafants  of  the  village  afiemble  and  bring 
together,  according  to  their  feveral  means,  the  materials  for  building  a 
new  manfe ;  which  (as  honfea  in  the  Ruffian  villages  are  all  of  wood) 
confine  of  nothing  more  than  a  few  baulks  and  bricks : — and  every 
Ruffian  knowing  how  to  build  a  houfe,  the  parfbnage  is  erected  in  a 
ihort  time,  and  the  new  incumbent  placed  in  poffeffion. 
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diocefe,  in  the  apprnBfl ;  and  Extracts  from  the  Statute*  of 
the  Lutheran  Church  ejiablijked  in  Rujjia,  reflecting  the 
fttobsts  (  Pr<epoJiti),anfvrering  to  the  Ruffian  attHagocJwnnft. 
For  the  above  particulars  the  writer  and  reader  are 
obliged  to  the  Rev.  Richard  Blackmore,  Britifh  Miriifter 
at  Cronftadt;  who  has  kindly  tranflated  the  Ruffian 
documents  of  the  Stppratlto  into  his  maternal  language, 
expreffly  for  the  prefent  work ;  and  has  alfo  communi- 
cated the  curious  information  contained  in  the  fubjoined 
note. 

But  enough  of  foreign  ufages  for  the  prefent : — more 
will  be  found  in  the  gtyptntofj  of  ancient  and  modern 
documents. 

Let  us  return  to  the  rart-becanal  inftitution,  as  pre- 
fented  to  us  in  ecclefiaftical  memorials  of  our  own 
country,  about  the  middle  of  the  fixtecnth  century. 
That  the  office  had  decayed  in  England,  at  or  before 
\Hiftory  the  Reformation,  has  been  already  ftated.  It  does  not 
joTTi.  appear  that  it  became  quite  extinct1.  Statu  rural  exifted 
i.  '"  '  in  the  twenty-eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII, 
They  are  mentioned  by  the  Lord  Keeper  Cromwel,  in 
the  Injunctions  given  by  the  authority  of  the  king's  Mgh- 
nefs  to  the  clergy  of  this  realm  (A.D.  mdxxxvi.) — calling 
upon  "  the  tttan,  parfons,  vicars,  and  other  having  cure 
of  foul  within  each  tfiatutg,"  to  be  affiftant  in  putting 
down  "the  bifhop  of  Rome's  pretenfed  and  ufurped 
power  and  jurifdiction  within  this  realm,"  "  under  the 
pain  of  fufpenfion  and  i'equellration  of  the  fruits  of 
their  benefices."    Still  the  bctanal  authority  was  reduced 

(')  Dtans  niral  are  mentioned,  as  esifting  in  fume  few  diocefe*  of 
England,  when  tbe  Valor  EcdcjiajUciit  Henrici  VIII.  was  compiled. 
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to  a  very  low  ebb.  Were  any  endeavours  made,  at 
that  memorable  epoch,  for  its  countenance  and  fuften- 
tation  ? — Yes.  During  the  reigns  of  Henry  VIII.  and 
Edward  VI. — when  the  rights  and  laudable  practices  of 
antiquity  in  refpect  of  church-difcipline  were  attempted 
to  be  revived — the  reformers  of  the  eccleflaftic  laws 
made  fuch  endeavours,  by  devoting  a  chapter  of  their 
learned  and  laborious  compilation  to  Hre&presbgKni  or 
Beans  rural,  and  the  improvement  of  the  economy  of 
their  office. 

Among  the  new  laws  propofed  as  moft  expedient  to 
the  interefts  of  the  reformed  church,  the  following  j^*™^  ll. 
comprehenfive  duties  were  flcetched  out  for  the  officers  P.  sV^Ta^- 
in  queftion:— "Dctanaftis  quilibet  arcfefpresbgtmiro  mstf-  KJSSir^ 
cannm  habeat,  vel  ab  epifcopo  vel  ecclefia  ordinario  prafl-  mt' 
ciendum.  Mimus  autem  ejus  erit  annuum.  Hie  tanquam 
in  jpeculd  presbytcris,  diaconis,  gardianis,  et  eedituu,  ut 
finguli  qua  ad  eorum  munus  attinent  prajlent,  perpetuo 
invigilabit.  De  idolatris  et  karetkis,  de  Jimoniacis,  de 
lenonibus  et  meretricibus,  de  adulteris  et  fornicatoribus, 
de  iis  qui  duos  uxoresjimul  habent,  atque  maritot  duos,  de 
magis  et  venepcis,  de  calumniatoribus  et  blqfpkemis,  de 
fodomiticit  et  ebriojis,  de  ulttmarutn  voluntatum  corruptelis 
et  perjuriis,  de  injunctionum  aut  nojirarum  out  epifcopi 
violatoribus,  mquirat.  Et  voeandi  ad  fe,  examinandi  ho- 
rumfcelerumjujpectos  authoritatem  habeat.  Omnem  accu- 
fationis  ortum,  jive  per  famam  publicum,  five  deferentium 
teftimonio  probatum,  vel  fufpectum,  epifcopo  aut  ejus  loct 
ordinario  infra  decern  dies  in  fcriptis  prodet.  Qui  autem 
venire  ad  eum  recufaverit,  per  apparitorem  vocatus,  tan- 
quam contumax  cenfebitur:  epifcopi  voluntatem  omnibus 
ejus  bttfltifltfis  ecclefiisfibiper  literas  fignificatam,  quantd 
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potent  celeritate  fubmdd  exponi  curabit;  alioqui  fubibit 
fupplkium  contemptus.  Officii  Jid  fexto  quoHbct  menfe  epi- 
Jcoptm  out  loci  ordmarittm  certiorem  faciet,  quot  in  ejus 
bfcanato  condones  eo  tempori*  fpatio  fuerint  habittz." 

This  may  be  confidered  a  half-official  declaration  of 
the  fentiments  of  our  Englifh  reformers  on  the  utility  of 
the  office,  and  its  applicability  to  the  then  contemplated 
improvement  of  church-difcipMne.  A  wholefome  and 
efficient  enactment  indeed  it  was ! — and  if  it  had  pafled 
into  practice,  in  the  then  dearth  of  church-difcipline,  it 
had  certainly  done  great  fervice  to  religion.  But  the 
entire  project,  as  the  reader  is  of  courfe  well  aware,  fell 
to  the  ground,  for  want  of  legislative  confirmation ;  the 
remodelling  of  the  laws  and  difcipline  of  the  church  of 
England  not  being  deftined  to  follow,  as  was  originally 
intended,  the  reformation  of  her  doctrine  and  worthip '. 

Cfotrthliifloty       (')  The  obfervations  of  Fuller  and  Strype  on  thin  project,  and  its 
loi'To'"     failure,  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  the  reader :— "  When  the  Pope's 
HDLtt.  Edit,     power  was  banifhed  out  of  England,"  fays  the  Church-hiflorian  of  Bri- 
tain, "  hU  canon-law,  with  the  numerous  books  and  branches  thereof, 
loft  its  authority  in  the  king's  dominions.     Yet,  becaufe  fome  gold  mnft 
be  prefumed  amongft  fo  much  drofs,  grain  amongft  fo  much  chaffe,  it 
was  thought  fit,  that  fo  much  of  the  canon-law  mould  remain,  aa  was 
found  conformable  of  the  word  of  God,  and  laws  of  the  land.    And 
therefore  King  Henry  the  Eighth  was  impowered,  by  Act  of  Parliament, 
to  elect  two  and  thirty  able  perfons,  to  reform  the  ecdeuaftical  laws ; 
though  in  his  reign  very  little  to  good  purpofe  was  performed  therein.'* 
Strjpe'i  Amah       "  The  bill"  (for  making  ecclefiajtical  law*  Ac.),  fays  the  Anualift, 
%a**\ef\.!?\  "  w^tI^a  infinite  pains  had  been  taken  by  Archbiuwp  Cranmer,  and 
p.  85.  coL  ir.       divers  of  the  leamedelt  men  in  King  Edward's  reign,  had  been  often 
brought  into  that  long's  parliaments,  and  had  found  difficulty  to  pais, 
though  earneftly  defired  by  the  bell  men:  nor  had  it  better  fortune  in 
Elizabeth's  reign.     Men  did  not  then  care  to  be  retrained  by  church 
diTcrpune." 
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Yet,  though  the  Reformatio  Legum  Ecckfiqftkarum  PnmttaiAMi. 
was  not  formally  ratified,  remarks  Kcnnett,  all  thofe  Jaw!*™'1'' 
parts  of  it  have  no  left  the  force  of  law,  which  in  former  y^-Jf*  ?  * 
times  were  fuch  "ecclefiaftical  canons,  conftitutions, 
and  ordinances,  as  were  not  contrariant  or  repugnant 
to  the  laws,  ftatutes,  or  cuftoms  .of  the  realm,  nor  to 
the  damage  or  hurt  of  the  king's  prerogative  royal." 
"  Of  which  inoft'enfive  nature  was  this  jurisdiction  of 
rural  beans,  and  therefore  ought  to  have  been  continued 
in  full  force  and  virtue.  But  while  the  ftate  was  tender 
of  countenancing  too  much  power  in  the  church ;  while 
the  clergy  *  lay  under  a  fervile  awe  of  incurring  a  prae- 
munire by  afierting  their  ecclefiaftical  rights ;  and  while 
the  humour  of  the  age  ran  more  into  reforming  of 
doctrines,  than  reftoring  of  discipline,  thefe  rural  officers 
were  in  fome  itatufes  extinct,  and  in  others  had  a  name 
and  fhadow  only  left." 

To  make  up  for*  the  failure  of  this  projected  fcheme 
of  duties,  in  which  the  civil  power  was  chiefly  con- 
cerned, the  ecclefiaftical  power  did  what  it  could  to  fet 

(')  Such  a  penally,  at  a  later  period,  the  exemplary  bilhop  of  Kilmore  Bonus?*  Lift  of 
weU  nigh  incurred.  "  When  the  news  of  Bedell'*  reformation  of  his  £*£**  *"*^ 
diocefe"  (by  the  enacting  certain  rales  in  fynod  for  its  guidance,  and 
the  appointment  of  mtal  pcutf)  "  was  carried  to  Dublin,"  fays  Burnet, 
"  fome  faid  it  was  an  illegal  aUembly,  and  that  Ms  prefuming  to  make 
canons,  was  againft  law,  and  brought  him  within  the  guilt  of  a  prtrmu- 
nire.  So  that  it  was  expected  that  he  lhould  be  brought  up  as  a  delin- 
quent, and  cenfured  in  the  Star-Chamber,  or  High-Co  utmiffion  Court,  &c." 

"  (*)  "  Foe  what  reafon  this  project  proved  abortive,"  lays  Atterbury,  Charge  ta  a* 
"  they  may  eafdy  guefe,  who  confider  how  ready  fome  men  have  all  ^^dcctu'i. 
along  been  to  blame  the  defects  of  our  church-difcipline,  and  how 
unwilling  at  the  fame  time  to  fupply  them  with  proper  provifions,  left 
they  mould  want  occafions  of  complaining.'' 
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strjp.'i^»Mi.,  things  right  by  authority  of  Convocation.  Accordingly, 
pp. 475-iTft  in  the  "General  notes  of  matters  to  be  moved  by  the 
clergy  in  the  next  parliament  andjynod,"  claffified  under 
four  federal  heads  ; — "  Touching  the  third,  that  is,  Eccle- 
Jiq/iical  laws  and  difcipline,"  it  was  fuggefted,  that,  while 
the  Reformatio  Legutn  of  Henry  VIII.  and  Edward  VI. 
was  being  matured,  other  articles,  then  drawn  up  to  the 
number  of  thirty-four,  fliould  be  eftablifhed :  of  which 
the  following  went  to  the '  general  institution  of  beans 
chupxjcvu.  rural — "  That  in  every  brawn  in  the  country  there  may 
be  conftituted  by  the  bifhop  one  grave  and  difcreet 
prieft,  to  be  Httfeiprtsnpttr,  or  becanos  ruralt's :  who  Shall 
not  only  overfee  the  priefts  of  that  branrg,  but  alfo  have 
authority  to  call  before  him  all  fuch  as  offend  againft 
the  eccleflaftical  laws,  and  to  examine  them,  and  to 
certify  the  ordinary  thereof:  but  the  laid  bean  not  to 
determine  any  thing  in  thofe  matters." 

Of  the  compofer  of  this  paper,  which  was  duly  pre- 
pared for  the  consideration  of  the  fynod,  Strype  profeffes 
his  ignorance.  However,  nine  years  after  it  had  been 
prefented  to  that  body  as  a  provisional  fuggeftion— for 
it  never  went  beyond  a  mere  fuggeftion, — the  provincial 
fynod  of  London  (A.D.  mdlxxi.),  feeing  the  hopeleflhels 
of  waiting  any  longer  for  a  parliamentary  ratification  of 
the  Laws  EcdefiaJHe  of  Henry  and  Edward,  ordained,  by 
canon,  already  cited  in  the  original  Latin,  that  "  The 

CC.M.B.itH.  (>)  Five  yean  before,  it  had  been  ordered  in  Convocation,  by  Cardinal 
*  Pole,  under  the  head,  De  dt/mpUnd  tcclrJiaJHcd  renovandd,  et  moribia 
cltri  per  tandem  refarmandi* — "  it.  Ut  roraltfl  Dtcaitf,  et  qffiaaie*  nan 
vcnalem  habeaid  difriplinam  ecdefiajticatn,fic  ut  inopei  (ficht  hoc  tem- 
pore Jit)  pleetaatur,  divitei  ne  appetterUvr  quidem."  9eiM  ratal  ex- 
ified,  probably,  in  fome  few  diocefes,  during  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary. 
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archdeacon,  when  he  had  finifhed  his  vifitation,  mould  sparra->  ca- 
llgnify  to  the  biihop  what  clergymen  he  had  found  in  c«,'^™ 
every  heanrg  fo  well  endued  with  learning  and  judgement  a^mLJL, 
as  to  be  worthy  to  inftruct  the  people  in  fennons,  and  \:c.'m.b.hh. 
to  rule  and  prefide  over  others.  Out  of  whom  the  VoLlv-P!fll- 
bKhop  Ihould  choofe  fuch  as  he  would  have  to  be  ratal 
beans." 

But  this,  indeed,  i'eems  rather  a  permiffion,  fays  the  Par**™ Ann. 
vicar  of  Ambrofden,  than  a  pofitive  command,  for  the  p-sst!' 
continuance  of  the  office.  However,  it  proves  that  rural 
titans  were  thought  fit  minilters  to  aifift  in  difpenfing 
the  laws  and  difcipline  of  our  reformed  church  ;  and  it 
does  imply,  that  when  they  are  deputed  by  the  biihop, 
they  may  exert  all  that  power  which  by  canon  and 
cuftom  refided  in  the  faid  office  before  the  Refor- 
mation. 

The  canon  in  qucftion  gives  no  account  of  the  feveral  cc.u.B.etH. 
duties  and  powers  belonging  to  the  tttans  at  that  time  :  -  /ww  yysw- 
— two  particulars  alone  are  mentioned,  that  they  Ihould 
be  well  qualified  to  preach  and  to  govern.     But  good 
preachers  then,  fays  Atterbury,  in  the  infancy  of  our  ciwgtt»a* 
reformation  (when '  many  illiterate  men  were  of  necef-  n^nmctw. 
lity  to  be  ordained)  being  not   to  be  found  in  every 
beanrji,  the  character  and  power  of  thefe  officers  leflened 
every  day  ;   fo  that  the  Convocation  of  mdciii.  (which  *•  *■  o.  eh- 
fixed  that  body  of  canons  whereby  our  church  is  now  *-'p-sm- 


(')  "As  for  the  inferiour  clergy,"  fays  the   witty  hiftorian  of  the  Fuller,  cent. 
Church  of  Britain,  "  the  beft  that  conld  be  gotten  were  placed  in  pattern!  "'" a  IX-  P*5, 
charges.     Alaa !  tolerability  was  emineacy  in  that  age.     A  ntjh-cundie 
feemed  a  torch,  where  no  brighter  light  was  e'er  feen  before.     Sorely 
preaching  now  ran  very  low,  &c." 
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governed)  appears  not  to  have  entered  into  any  meafure 
towards  reftoring  it l. 

Nay,  it  feems  rather,  that  James  the  Firft  had  a  ftrong 

prejudice  againft  an  ancient  and  important  branch  of 

the   rural-Stan's   office  —  that  of  ctjapttr-jjoltffng  in  the 

tttanrfts : — as  may  be  inferred  from  the  warm  reply  of 

"the  pedant  king"  to  the  reprefentatives  of  the  Scotch 

.  Kirk  at  the  conference  of  Hampton  Court ;  when  they 

propofed,  among  fome  filly  overtures  of  reformation,  the 

revival  of  (total  meetings  in  the  rural  SeanrfM,  to  be 

periodically  held  every  three  weeks  for  the  purpofe  of 

CMjrffiB*  Ham.  proplwfyings : — "  Ultimd  fummis  cotis  expetebant,  ut  citrus 

cc.M.B.tin.juxta  con/iitutiones  provinciates  quAlibet  tertid  hebdomade 

■v.p.3  4.    .^  jjjjgflgjjjQg  rural(lms    convcniret,  toque  tempore  pro- 

phetias  exerceret,  proutl  ab  arckiepifcopo  Cantuar.  Grindati, 

et  aliis  epi/copis,  cum  confenfu  regime  Elizabeths  pra>fcrip- 

tum  erat;   et   ut  ea,  qua  ibiddm  decidi  haud  poterant, 

referrentur  ad  vijttationcs  archidiaconales,  et   abhbic  ad 

Jynodum  epjfcopalem,  in  qud  epifcopus  cum  presbyteris  fuu 

omnes  controverjias  dirimerct.'' 


Charge  to  the  (■)  "  It  hath  been  endeavoured,  indeed,  to  promote  the  fame  end  by 

/ircSXmmrg      °^ttT  mean*,"  fays  Atterbury,  "  with  which  our  conltitntion  is  wholly 
ofTonwfi,  unacquainted;   namely,  by  a   voluntary  erection  of  Societies  fir  the 

Corrrfjmsdenee,  Reformation  of  Manner/.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn  the  zeal  of 
Vol.  it.  p.  291.  fyjfc  p^fons  wno  with  good  intentions  entered  on  that  deflrable  work, 
however  unqualified  they  might  be  for  it  But,  when  we  conlider  who 
have  encouraged  it  molt,  and  been  mod  employed  in  it,  we  may  be 
allowed  to  fnfpect,  that  one  end  which  fome  men  have  had  in  carrying 
it  on  was  to  take  the  infpecnon  of  manners  out  of  their  hands,  to  whom 
it  mofl  properly  belongs;  and  by  that  means  to  render  the  function  as 
uielefi  as  they  could,  in  order  to  its  becoming  contemptible."  See 
White  Kennelt 's  JtT*.  Letter  to  Biihop  Gardiner  of  Lincoln,  cited  be- 
yond, in  reprobation  of  Uiefe  fame  Societies. 
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Plauflble  as  the  propofition  appears,  it   met  with  a 
fharp  rejoinder  from  the  wary  monarch,  who  doubtlefs, 
from  his  anfwer,  fufpected  it  to  favour  of  puritanifm  : — 
"If  you  aim  at  Scotch  presbytery,"  quoth  he,  "it  agrees 
with  monarchy  as  God  with  the  devil." — "  The  petition  ££"?^J,j^' 
being  urged  upon  the  objectionable  plea  of  prophefy,"  *i*i%fi**>*^ 
fays  the  namelefs  author  of  A  Humble  Propofai  /wg"^ 
Parochial  Reformation,  "it  is  probable,  for  that  very  pp-»( 
reafon  was  denied;  feeing  it  was  not  advanced  upon  the 
confutations  of  the  church,  which  enjoin  not  prophefy, 
but  afliftance  to  the  bifhops  in  the  government  of  the 
church." 

Had  the    propofai    originated   in  a  lefs   fufpicious 
quarter,  it   might  have  been  more  gracioufly  enter- 
tained ;  but,  coming  whence  it  did,  it  met  with  no  fa- 
vour from  "  His  Majeftie  our  Sollomon" — who  "  rather  jwa«j«*, 
ufede  upbraidinges  than  argumente  with  the  Puritans  in  vIi."pp.itii-a. 
conference,  and  bade  them  awaie  with  their  fnivellinge  " 
(fays  Sir  John  Harrington,  who  was  prefent  at  a  part  of 
the  conference1); — and,  accordingly,  away  went  molrera- 
tots  or  rural  titans,  and  diftrict  conbmtfons  of  the  clergy ! 
None  fuch  were  eftablifhed  by  canon  in  this  reign  :  nor  ccm.b.  uh. 
do  any  appear  in  the  reign  of  the  unhappy  fon  and 
fuccefTor  of  James — at  leait,  not  in  documents  of  the 
Church  of  England — though  the  fixth  claufe  of  King 
Charles's  Inftructions  to  Archbijhop  Laud  (A.D.  hdcxxxiii), 


(')  For  &  foil  account  of  this  conference,  held  Jan.  14,  mdciit.,  fee 
Fuller's  C.  H.  xvn  cent.  %  Book,  pp.  7,  feqq. ;  Collier's  E.  H.  Vol  ii. 
B.  vhi.  p.  681 ;  Southey's  Book  of  the  Church,  V.  h.  c  xvi.  pp.  316, 
feqq. ;  and  for  tt  brief  and  humorous  account  of  it,  fee  Harrington's 
Nttga  Antiques,  Vol.  i.  p.  181. 
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at  the  fame  time  that  it  points  out  the  want  of  clerical 
Jupervifors  in  aid  of  the  diocefan  bifhops,  feems  to  fuggeft 
and  juftify  their  appointment.  Still,  none  were  infti- 
tuted.  In  Ireland,  however,  they  are  found  five  years 
Banet'i  uflef  later,  eftabliftied  by  the  apoftolical  Bifhop  Bedell,  in  the 
p.ss.  fee  of  Kilmore(.A2).MDcxxxYin.): — towhofe  remodelling 

vol',  iv.  Pp-es3T',  of  the  ecclefiaftical  economy  of  his  diocefe  in  the  belt 
stltHta  Prim*  fyint  of  by-gone  days,  a  few  words  of  our  hhtorical 
22*r,ta"  epilogue  are  next  due.  After  he  had  been  for  many 
years  carrying  on  the  reformation  of  his  diocefe,  be 
refolved  to  hold  a  fynod  of  all  his  clergy,  and  to  eftablifh 
fome  rules  for  the  better  government  of  the  flock  com- 
mitted to  him.  By  the  fifth  and  fixth  canons,  on  that 
occafion  parted,  "  He  revived,"  fays  the  bifhop  of  Salif- 
bury,  "  the  ancient  cuftom  of  rural  beans,  and  appointed 
that  there  fhould  be  three  for  the  three  divifions  of  his 
diocefe ;  who  mould  be  chofen  by  the  clergy,  and  fhould 
have  an  inflection  into  their  deportment,  and  make 
report  to  the  bifhop  of  what  patted  among  them,  and 
trartfmit  the  bifhop' s  orders  to  them ;  and  that  on'ce  a 
month  the  clergy  of  each  divifion  fhould  meet,  and 
preach  by  turns,  without  long  prayers  or  preambles." 

Paffing  over  the  days  of  religious  and  political  anarchy, 
and  the  wreck  of  crown  and  mitre  which  enfued,  we 
hail  with  joy,  at  the  reftoration  of  monarchy,  the  rural 
arrjutrftstftoob  again  railing  its  unaffuming  head  under  the 
wing  of  epifcopacy. 
ADttim^iM  After  a  long  and  wordy  preamble,  in  which  King 
cufi%u*$4f-  Charles  (A.D.  mdcxx.)  ftates  it  to  be  "evident  to  the 
world,"  and  proved  to  "  this  little  part  of  the  world,  his 
own  dominions,  by  late  experience,"  "  how  much  the 
peace  of  the  Hate  is  concerned  in  the  peace  of  the 
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church,  and  how  difficult  a  thing  it  is  to  preferve  order 
and  government  in  civil,  whilft  there  is  no  order  or 
government  in  ecclefiaftical  affairs ; "  he  introduces  his 
"  Declaration  to  all  kit  loving  fubjects  of  his  kingdom  of 
England  and  dominion  of  Walts  concerning  ecclefiaftical 
affairs"  The  fifth  canon  of  which  royal  proclamation 
relates,  in  part,  to  the  betanal  office  of  the  country,  the 
nomination  of  the  titan  by  the  diocefan,  and  the  confu- 
tation and  duties  of  his  charge. 

Some  few  extracts  have  been  already  made  from  this  ea*a«*« 
document;  but  I  here  give  in  fequence  all  that  relates  p.m». 
to  our  fubject— "  Betides  the  suffragans  and  their  pref- 
bytery  (fee  can.  n.),  every  rural  titan  (thofe  beans,  as 
heretofore,  to  be  nominated  by  the  bifhop  of  the  diocefe) 
together  with  three  or  four  miniilers  of  that  beanrp, 
chofen  by  the  major  part  of  all  the  miniilers  within  the 
fame,  (hall  meet  once  in  every  month,  to  receive  fuch 
complaints  as  (hall  be  prefented  to  them  by  the  mini- 
ilers or  churchwardens  of  the  refpective  parifhes ;  and 
alfo  to  compofe  all  fuch  differences  betwixt  party  and 
party,  as  fliall  be  referred  unto  them  by  way  of  arbitra- 
tion, and  to  convince  offenders,  and  reform  all  fuch 
things  as  they  find  amifs,  by  their  paftoral  reproofs  and 
admonitions,  if  they  may  be  fo  reformed:  and  fuch 
matters  as  they  cannot  by  their  paftoral  and  perfualive 
way  compofe  and  reform,  are  by  them  to  be  prepared 
for,  and  prefented  to,  the  bifhop.  At  which  meeting  any 
other  miniilers  of  that  beanrn  may,  if  they  pleafe,  be 
prefent  and  affift.  Moreover,  the  rural  bean  and  his 
affiftants  are  in  their  refpective  divifions  to  fee  that  the 
children  and  younger  fort  be  carefully  inftructed,  by  the 
refpective  minifters  of  every  parifh,  in  the  grounds  of  the 
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Christian  religion,  and  be  able  to  give  a  good  account  of 
their  faith  and  knowledge,  and  alfo  of  their  Chriftian 
converfation  conformable  thereunto,  before  they  be  con- 
firmed by  the  bifliop,  or  admitted  to  the  facraraeut  of 
the  Lord's  Supper." 

During  the  following  reigns  of  James  II.  and  William 
and  Mary,  I  find  no  notices  of  brans  ratal  in  the  valuable 
collection  of  church-documents  preferred  by  Archdeacon 
Wilkins. 
vSivf '.tt&  *n  *ne  year  JgDCCX-'  Queen  Anne  committed  certain 
Fttatihph,  heads  of  buflnefs  to  the  Convocation,  "to  be  debated, 
confidered,  confuted,  and  agreed  upon;" — of  which,  one 
was, "  the  ejlablijhing  tural  beans,  where  they  are  not;  and 
rendering  them  more  ufeful,  where  they  are"  And  the 
following  year,  the  Upper  Houfe,  having  confidered  the 
report  made  from  the  Committee  of  both  Houfes  ap- 
pointed to  confider  the  fubject,  came  to  the  following 
refutations : — 

"  i.  It  is  the  opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  number 
and  extent  of  ratal  tttanrfes  may  bell  continue  according 
to  the  ancient  divifion  eftabliflied  by  law  and  cuftom. 

"  ii.  That  a  canon  or  .constitution  lhall  be  drawn, 
declaring  the  office  and  powers  of  a  rural  bean ;  as  par- 
ticularly to  inquire  into  the  manners  of  the  clergy  and 
people,  to  vifit  and  examine  the  ftate  of  parochial 
churches  and  chapels,  with  the  chancels  of  the  fame, 
together  with  the  ornaments  and  utenfils  thereunto 
belonging,  as  alfo  the  manfers  of  rectors  and  vicars,  and 
all  ecclefiaftical  endowments ;  to  inquire  into  the  con- 
dition of  fchools,  hofpitals,  parochial  libraries,  and  the 
feveral  gifts  and  legacies  bequeathed  to  pious  and  cha- 
ritable ufes ;  and,  after  fuch  due  inquiries,  to  reprefent 
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yearly  to  the  bifliop,  or  to  the  archdeacon,  or  other 
ordinary,  any  notorious  crimes,  fcandals,  errors,  or  de-> 
fects  in  ccclefiaftical  matters  or  perfons  within  the  diftrict 
of  the  laid  toanrn,  to  be  by  them  transmitted  to  the 
bilhop ;  that  fo,  if,  upon  private  admonition,  there  does 
not  follow  a  due  reformation,  then  legal  procefs  may 
uTue  thereupon. 

"  m.  That  in  every  diocefe  the  perfons  to  be  appointed 
to  the  office  of  rural  Srans  fhall  be  beneficed  within  the 
Utannr,  as  rectors,  vicars,  or  perpetual  curates,  and  {hall 
be  refldent  upon  their  refpective  benefices  or  cures ; 
men  of  the  elder  and  graver  fort  of  the  clergy,  and 
graduates  in  one  of  the  two  Univerfities  within  this 
province. 

"  iv.  That  the  clergy  of  every  iraiujj,  or  the  greater 
part  of  them,  (hall  chufe  a  perfon  thus  qualified,  who 
fhall  be  prefented  by  the  archdeacon  or  other  ordinary  to 
the  bilhop,  for  his  approbation  ;  and  when  approved,  mail 
be  appointed  by  the  bilhop,  under  his  hand,  to  execute 
the  find  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unlefe  caufe 
mould  appear  to  the  bilhop  for  altering  the  faid  term. 

"  v.  That  a  paper  of  inftructions  from  the  bilhop  fhall 
be  given  to  every  rural  Sean  fo  appointed,  as  above, 
without  fee  or  reward,  directing  him  how  and  in  what 
manner  to  exercife  that  office ;  and  that  every  bean,  fo 
appointed,  fhall  folemnly  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  the 
bilhop,  or  any  other  perfon  appointed  by  him,  to  execute 
the  faid  office  according  to  fuch  inftructions,  to  the  belt 
of  his  fldll  and  power. 

"  vi.  That  it  would  be  proper  to  confider,  whether 
any  privileges  or  profits  can  be  reftored  or  conveyed  to 
rural  beam,  to  encourage  them  in  the  better  execution  of 

Jigged  byG00gIe 


SkUm  rat  Krttbal  of  t&c  OOk.  [Pari  VI. 

their  office ;  as  how  far  it  may  be  practicable,  that  the 
rural  beans  fhall  be  the  only  furrogates  within  their  own 
diftrict,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chancellors,  or  other 
judges  ecclefiaftical ;  and  the  mandates  of  inductions  be 
directed  to  the  ratal  bean,  to  be  executed  by  him,  or  any 
other  neighbouring  minifter ;  and  that  the  (aid  rural 
brans  be  firft  nominated  in  all  writs  of  inquiry  de  jure 
patronatus,  in  fequeftrations,  and  in  all  other  commif- 
lions  to  be  hTued  from  the  bifhop  or  ecclefiaftical  court 
relating  to  any  perfons  or  matters  within  their  refpective 
diftricts;  and  that  in  all  teftimonials  required  by  the 
bifhop  or  other  ordinary,  relating  to  the  abilities  and 
manners  of  candidates  for  holy  orders,  curates,  fchool- 
mafters,  or  others  within  their  faid  diftricts,  a  more 
particular  regard  fhall  be  had  to  the  teftimony  of  rural 
brans. 

"  vii.  Neverthelefs,  in  thofe  diocefes  of  this  province, 
wherein  rural  brans  have  been  hitherto  conftantly  kept 
up  with  good  effect,  and  in  which  the  cuftom  time  out 
of  mind  hath  been  to  chufe,  appoint,  or  admit  them  in 
other  manner,  or  for  a  longer  or  {hotter  term,  than  is 
before  mentioned ;  it  is  hereby  intended,  that  the  an- 
cient cuftom  of  fuch  diocefes,  as  to  the  manner  of  the 
appointment  and  admiffion,  and  the  term  of  their  con- 
tinuance in  office,  be  ftill  obferved,  unlefs  the  refpective 
bifhops  of  fuch  diocefes  fhall  think  fit,  with  the  confent 
of  the  clergy,  to  alter  the  fame." 
&  The  Lower  Houfe  having  confldered  the  different 
paragraphs  of  this  paper  Cent  down  to  them  from  the 
Upper  Houfe,  agreed  to  the  firft  and  third,  but  diflented 
from  and  amended  the  fecond,  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth ; 
whereupon  a  long    controverfy    enfued    between   the 
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parties ;    which  I  have  thrown  into  a  fmaller  type,  and 
difpofed  of  below1. 

Undertaken  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the  civil  power,  and 


(')  The  iecond  paragraph,  the  Lower  Houfe  defires  may  be  thus 
amended; — 

2d.  That  a  canon  of  confHtution  fhonld  be  drawn  np,  declining  the 
office  and  power  of  a  rural  btan ;  as,  particularly  to  enquire  into  the 
manners  of  the  clergy  and  people,  into  the  condition  of  fchools,  hofpitals, 
parochial  libraries,  and  (he  teveral  gifts  and  legacies  bequeathed  to  pious 
and  charitable  ufes ;  and  when  duly  commiflioued  by  the  bifhop,  or  arch- 
deacon, or  other  ordinary,  to  vifit  and  examine  the  irate  of  parochial 
churches  and  chapels,  with  the  chancels  of  the  fame,  together  with  the 
ornaments  and  nteanls  thereunto  belonging,  as  alio  the  roanfes  of  rectors 
and  vicars,  and  all  ecclefiaftical  endowments;  and  after  fuch  due  enqui- 
ries, to  reprefent  to  the  bifhop,  or  to  the  archdeacon,  or  other  ordinary, 
any  notorious  crimes,  fcandals,  errors,  or  defects  in  ecclcfiaftieal  matters 
or  perfons  within  the  diftrict  of  the  faid  Oeanrg,  that  fo,  if  upon  private 
admonition  there  doth  not  follow  a  due  reformation,  then  legal  procefs 
may  iflue  thereupon. 

The  fourth  paragraph  they  defire  may  be  thus  amended : — 
4th.  That  a  perfon  fo  qualified  for  the  office  of  rural  ucan  mail  be 
recommended,  by  the  archdeacons  having  jurifdiction,  to  the  bifhops,  for 
their  approbation ;  and  where  there  are  no  archdeacons  having  jurifdic- 
tion, (hall  be  nominated  by  the  bilhops ;  and  when  fo  approved  or  nomi- 
nated, fhall  be  appointed  by  the  bilhops,  under  their  hands,  to  execute 
the  faid  office  for  the  term  of  three  years,  unlets  great  caufe  (hall  appear 
to  the  bilhops,  and  archdeacons  having  jurifdiction,  or  to  the  hilltops 
where  there  are  no  archdeacons  with  jurifdiction,  for  difplacing  them 

The  fifth  paragraph  they  defire  may  be  thus  amended : — 
5th.  That  every  rural  bran,  fo  appointed,  fhall,  in  the  prefence  of  the 

bifhop,  or  fome  perfon  by  him  deputed,  folemnly  promife  to  execute  Ida 

office  faithfully,  to  the  beft  of  Ms  fltill  and  power. 

6th.  To  what  was  propofed  in  the  fixth  paragraph,  the  Lower  Houfe 

return  anfwer,  that  they  are  of  opinion  that  the  privileges  and  profits 
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under  the  aufpices  of  Queen  Anne,  thefe  Proceedings 
might  have  been  expected  to  have  led  to  other  ends 
than  mere  fruitlefs  difcuffion; — in  which  difcordancies 


therein  mentioned  may  properly  be  reftored  or  conveyed  to  rural  Deans ; 
bnt  deiire,  that  thefe  amendments  may  be  made  in  that  paragraph ; 
videlicet,  that  the  words  "  IhaU  be  the  only  furrogates,"  be  changed  into 
thefe  words,  "  IhaU  be  always  furrogaies." 

And  that  the  words,  "  the  mandates  of  induction  be  directed  to  the 
rural  bean,  to  be  executed  by  him  or  any  other  neighbouring  minifier," 
be  changed  into  thefe  words,  "  the  archdeacon's  mandates  of  induction, 
or  the  mandate  of  the  biftiop,  where  the  archdeacon  hath  no  right  to 
induct,  be  directed  to  the  rural  titans,  and  to  any  other  rector,  vicar,  or 
perpetual  curate,  within  his  deanry." 

Inftead  of  the  feventh  paragraph,  they  defire  thefe  claufes  may  be 
added  i— 

Saving,  in  all  thefe  cafes,  to  all  diocefes  and  archdeaconries  the  fevers! 
rights,  to  which,  either  by  prefcription  or  exprefs  compoQtion,  they  may 
be  intituled. 

Neverthelefs,  in  thofe  diocefes  where  the  directions  given  by  the  canon, 
now  to  be  drawn  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  rural  beans,  IhaU  not 
be  obferved,  the  rural  beans  Ihall  not  be  intituled  to  the  privileges  and 
profits  intended  to  be  conveyed  to  rural  bean*  by  that  canon. 

Provided,  that  where  it  mall  happen,  by  reaibn  of  the  fmaUnefs  of  any 
rural  beanrn,  that  no  perfon  qualified,  as  the  third  article  requires,  can 
be  found  to  execute  the  mandate  of  induction,  in  fnch  cafe  it  may  be 
executed  by  any  of  the  clergy  of  the  adjacent  beanrn. 

The  Upper  Houfi  of  Convocation  having  confidered  the  amendments 
made  by  the  Lower  Houfe  to  the  paper  fent  down  to  them  concerning 
the  eflablimment  of  rural  beans,  have  agreed  to  them,  with  the  following 
amendments.     (April  25th,  mdccxi.) 

Paragraph  the  fourth,  leave  out  the  word  "  great"  after  "  uulefs." 

In  the  fame  paragraph,  after  "  to  the  bifhops,"  leave  out  "  and  arch- 
deacons &c."  to  "  for  difplacing  them  fooner." 

And  leaving  out  the  paragraph  beginning  with  thefe  words,  "  Never- 
thelefs, in  thefe  diocefes.'' 
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of  opinion  about  mere  trifles,  and  jarrings  about  nominal 
privileges,  were  the  leading  features  of  a  protracted  Con- 
vocational  war.    Such  was  the  only  iflue.    The  project 


The  Lower  Hbufe  have  confidered  the  amendments  lent  down  by  your 
Lord/hipi,  relating  to  the  paper  about  rural  Deans' ;  and  cannot  agree  to 
the  two  firft  of  thofe  amendments.  The  reafona  of  their  difagreement 
are  contained  in  the  following  paper :     (May  5th,  mdccii.) 

May  it  pleafe  yonr  Lordjhipt — 

The  fourth  paragraph  of  the  paper  relating  to  rural  bran*,  as  fent  np 
by  the  Lower  Houfi  to  yonr  Lordjhipt,  contained  the  following  claufe : 
"  Unlefs  great  caofe  fhall  appear  to  the  bifhops  and  archdeacons  having 
juriffliction,  or  to  the  bifhop  where  there  is  no  archdeacon  with  jurisdic- 
tion, for  difpladng  them  fooner.1* 

This  clanfe  yonr  Lordjhipt  propofe  fhould  be  thus  amended :  "  Unlefs 
caufe  fhall  appear  to  the  bilhops  for  difplacing  them  fooner." 

To  this  amendment  the  Lower  Hovft  difagrees,  for  the  following 
reafona: — 

lit.  »ural  bean*,  by  the  nature  and  duty  of  their  office,  are  minifterial, 
both  to  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon;  and  your  Lordjhipt  hare  been 
pleafed  to  agree,  that  they  fhall  be  appointed  by  both  jointly;  and  the 
clergy  do  humbly  conceive  that  the  fame  reafon  will  equally  hold  for 
the  difplacing  of  them  by  both  jointly. 

2d,  What  is  conceived  to  be  thus  reafonable  in  itfelf,  is  expreflly 
enjoined  and  determined  in  the  body  of  the  canon-law,  under  the  title 
"  De  officio  archidiacom;"  which  chapter  is  a  decretal  epiftle  of  Inno- 
cent the  Third,  and  contains  as  follows: — "  Subfetpunter"  etc 

3d.  That  no  doubt  may  remain  whether  the  foregoing  decretal  epiftle, 
and  particularly  this  clanfe  of  it,  was  received  in  England,  the  fame 
rule  of  placing  and  difplacing  rural  bruut  by  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon 
jointly,  is  laid  down  by  Athon  and  Lynwode,  in  their  feveral  commen- 
taries upon  the  Legatine  and  Provincial  Confutations,  and  in  both  with 
eiprefa  reference  to  the  faid  decretal  epiftle.  In  the  Xiegatine  Confuta- 
tion of  Othb,  intituled,  "  De  VII.  Sacramento,"  is  this  claufe :  "  Archi- 
diacom vera  injtngvli*  convention*  fuorum  Dttsttuinua  facerdote*  in  kit 
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fell  abortive  to  the  ground,  and  was  never  afterwards 
renewed.  All  important  fuggeftions,  which  in  the  courfe 
of  the  controverfy  originated  with  the  Lower  Houfc  in 


muximk  jludeant  erudxre"  etc.,  where,  left  the  mention  of"  becanatuum 
Jiwrum"  with  immediate  reference  to  the  archdeacons,  would  be  thought 
to  imply  thai  ratal  beau*  are  fubject  to  the  archdeacons  alone,  the 
glofa  of  John  de  Athon  cautions  as  not  to  argue  from  that  expreffion, 
"  Quod  6 1 (imam*  mtaleg,  et  per  confkqttent  Octant  ibi  prxfecU  furd 
ipjbrum  archidiaconorum,  (fed  certhjidva  con/uetudate  loconim)  torn 
praz/ki  debent  Otcnti  tales,  qu&m  etiam  amoveri  per  epijeopum  et  arcM- 
diaconum  fimul  de  jure : " — and  then  he  refers  to  the  decretal  epiftle 
abovefaid. 

Alfo,  in  the  Provincial  Court  Stations,  tit  "  DejiuUcii*  c.  I.  in  caufu," 
where  the  words  of  the  Confutations  are,  "  Slahdmiu,  ut  Df  rani  ruraltji 
nuUam  eaufam  mairimoniakm  de  catero  audire  prxjumani  ,■ "  the 
glofs  of  Lynvtode  upon  the  words  "  Bfianf  tutalta"  is  this :  "  De  hi* 
legitur  de  ojjic.  orchid.  Adhasc  in  p.  ubi  dual  Innocentius,  quod  Junt 
perfotue  habenUt  qutcdatn  officio,  communitir  Jpectantia  ad  epijeopum 
et  archidiaconum ;  et  ideo  comtHuniter  eorum  receptia  et  amolia  per- 
tinet  ad  utrumque,  vt  Hi  dicitur  in  textu." 

For  thefe  reafona  it  is  humbly  hoped  that  your  LordJMps  would  be 
pleafed  to  agree  with  the  Lower  Houje  in  continuing  your  archdeacons 
the  lhare  which  the  prefent  confutation  of  our  church  gives  them,  as  in 
the  appointing,  fo  alfo  in  the  displacing,  of  rural  Otanfl. 

To  the  third  amendment  propofed  by  your  Lordjhipt  they  have  agreed, 
with  the  addition  of  a  requeft  to  your  Lordjhipt,  which  has  patted  the 
Hovji  in  the  words  following : — 

The  Lower  Houfe  do  not  infift  upon  the  claufe,  which  begins  with  the 
words  "  Neverthelefs  in  thofe  diocefes,"  but  agree  with  your  Lordjhips 
in  the  omiiBon  of  it  They  offered  that  provifo  to  your  Lordjhipi  out 
of  a  defire  to  procure  an  univerfal  conformity  to  the  conftitutions  now 
to  be  made ;  bnt  fince  that  is  not  approved,  they  fubmit  to  your  Lord- 
jhipi wifdom  to  think  of  fuch  an  expedient  as  may  be  mod  likely  to 
procure  the  conformity  defired,  and  to  make  the  rural  Qcanj,  according 
to  the  directions  given  in  her  Majefty's  Letter,  ftiU  more  ufeful,  where 
they  are, 
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reply  to  the  Upper,  or  vice  verfll,  have  been  adverted  to 
in  earlier  fheets,  and  are  below  given  in  full. 

Mixed  up  with  the  bickerings  of  the  two  Houfes  of 


Tlie  Upper  Houj'c  of  Convocation  have  confidered  the  reafons  offered 
by  the  Lower  Houfe  for  their  difagreeiug  to  the  amend  meats  made  by 
the  Upper  Ilouji  in  the  fourth  paragraph  of  the  paper  relating'  to  ratal 
6*ans ;  and  think  them  not  fnfficient  to  induce  this  Houfe  to  recede  from 
the  fame  amendments,  for  the  following  reafons:     (May  I6lh,  mdccii.) 

lft.  In  the  firft  reafon  of  the  Lower  Houfe  for  difagreeing  to  the  laid 
amendments,  it  is  alleged  that  the  bifhops  have  agreed  that  the  faid  rani 
rj«ms  ftiall  be  appointed  jointly  by  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon,  and  from 
thence  infer  that  they  ought  to  be  difplaced  jointly  by  both;  whereas,  in 
this  very  paragraph,  it  appears  that  the  rural  titans  are  only  to  be  recom- 
mended by  the  archdeacons  having  jurifdiction,  and  appointed  folely  by 
the  bifhops,  under  their  hands ; — fo  that  the  foundation  of  this  reafon  being 
laid  upon  a  miftake  in  fact,  the  reafon  grounded  upon  it  cannot  but  fail. 

3d.  It  appears  from  the  fecond  paragraph,  as  amended  by  the  Lower 
Houfe,  that  the  rural  brans,  when  appointed,  cannot  perform  the  arch- 
deacon's part  in  vifiting  churches  etc.,  without  a  particular  commiffion 
from  him  ;  and,  confeqnently,  that  they  are  not  immediately,  by  their 
appointment  to  that  office,  miniil erial  both  to  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon, 
nor  therefore  intituled,  upon  that  account,  to  hold  the  fame,  until  they 
(hall  be  difplaced  jointly  by  both.     And  therefore, 

3d.  The  decretal  epiftle  of  Innocent  III.,  which  proceeds  upon  a 
general  fuppofition  that  the  ratal  Brans  have  equal  relation  to  the 
bifhops  and  archdeacons,  and  thereupon  provides  that  they  fhould  be  as 
well  placed  as  difplaced  by  both,  is  not  applicable  to  the  prefent  cafe, 
wherein  the  conftitutions  propofed  have  made  another  provilion. 

4th.  The  decretal  epiftle  is  of  the  leaf!  weight ;  for  being  written  at  a 
time  when  the  popes  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  leflen  the  authority  of  the 
bifhops,  for  the  increafe  of  their  own  ;  and  for  being  the  fingle  ground 
of  thofe  glofles  which  afterwards  followed,  agreeable  to  it 

5th.  That  of  what  weight  foever  it  might  be,  while  any  ratal  brans 
fubfifted  here  upon  that  foot  which  that  decretal  epiftle  fitppofes,  it  can- 
not in  the  leaft  oblige  as  to  govern  oarfelves  by  it  in  a  new  eftab&fhment 
of  ratal  titans,  where  they  are  not ; — efpecially,  if  it  be  confidered, 
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Convocation  (wherein  the  Upper  Houfe,  had  much  the 
bell  of  the  argument),  the  document,  as  given  by  David 
Wilkins,  contains  much  valuable  matter,  that  may  be 


6th.  That  when  that  part  of  the  canon-law  obtained,  there  was  a 
faring  to  the  different  cuftouis  of  feveral  places ;  as  appears  by  the  glob  ' 
'  referred  to  by  the  Latter  Houfe,  in  their  third  reafon.  And,  therefore,  if 
this  epiftle  did  not  in  its  fulled  authority  overrule  thofe  cuftoms,  there  is 
much  left  reafon  that,  after  it  has  been  long  out  of  ufe,  it  Ihonld  deter- 
mine the  Convocation  in  their  meafures  of  eftablifhing,  de  novo,  rural 
titans,  where  they  are  not. 

7th.  The  archbifhops  and  bifhops  in  convocation  aflembled,  hdlxxl, 
did  not  think  themfelves  bound  by  it,  when,  in  the  chapter  "  Archidia- 
coni,"  they  exprefi  themfelves  thus : — "  Ptraetd  vifitatione,  urcfodiacomtM 
figntfieabit  epifcopo,  qvai  invaieril  in  quoque.  ocomatu  ed  doclrind  et 
jwScio  prteditot,  ut  digni  jint,  qui  pro  condone  doceant  populum,  et 
prafint  aim.  Ex  Uiit  epifcaput  pottft  electum  facere,  quo*  velit  tffh 
genua*  ntraUs." 

8th.  Nor  did  it  hinder  the  council  of  Trent  itfelf,  as  little  favourable 
as  it  was  to  the  order  of  biftiops,  from  going  farther  than  this,  when 
they  were  purfuing  the  matter  of  reformation,  and  decreeing,  Sejf.  24. 
chap.  3.  in  thefe  words : — "  Archidiaecm  autetn,  btcatti,  et  alii  infe- 
riora  in  iit  ecclefiie,  ubi,  hacteniu  viJtiaHtmtm  extrcere  legitime  eon- 
fueverunt,  debeant  quidem,  affumpio  notarh,  de  confbnju  epifiopi  dan- 
eept  perjapfoi  tandem  ibidem  vi/Uare." 

9th.  The  Lower  Houfe  do  not  feem  to  think  themfelves  bound  by 
that  papal  decree,  to  winch  they  refer,  when  they  foppofe,  in  their  reqneft 
fnbjoined  to  their  reafons  to  break  in  upon  thofe  enftoms  which  obtain 
in  thofe  places  where  rural  bran*  are  found,  in  order  to  make  them, 
according  to  the  direction  given  in  her  Mnjefty 's  Letter,  (till  more  ufefuL 
where  they  are. 

For  if  they  think,  and  it  may  be  very  rightly,  that  thofe  cuftoms, 
which  were  laved  by  the  gloft  upon  that  canon  to  which  they  refer,  may 
be  altered  by  a  new  constitution  for  the  improvement  of  the  ftate  of  the 
church;  they  cannot  reasonably  pretend,  that  the  bifhops  are  not  al 
liberty  to  propofe  a  new  confutation  for  the  eftnblilhing  rural  bean*, 
where  they  are  not,  different  from  that  papal  decree  which  has  been  fo 
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turned  to  account,  if  ever  it  fliould  be  thought  adviiable, 
in  thefe  days  of  eccleflaftical  reform,  to  amplify  and 
extend  the  powers  of  beans  ratal.    Many  of  the  fug- 

long  oat  of  lift,  if  they  think  fuch  net*  confiatution  more  for  the  fervice 
of  the  church. 

Utey  do  think  die  conftitution  propofed,  as  amended  by  them,  bell 
fitted  to  maintain  and  promote  the  good  order  of  the  church ;  and  there- 
fore infill  upon  their  former  amendments  ;  and  hope  the  Lower  Houfe 
will  obferve  the  regard  they  fhew  to  the  archdeacons,  in  agreeing  to  the 
other  amendments  made  by  the  Lower  Houfe  in  relation  to  them. 

And  as  to  the  reqnell  of  the  Lower  Houfe,  that  we  would  think  of 
fame  expedient,  as  may  be  moil  likely  to  procure  a  conformity  in  this 
matter  throughout  the  province ;  we  are  ready  to  enter  into  the  conii- 
deraUon  of  it,  and  to  receive  any  propofals  from  the  Lower  Houfe  about 
it,  that  we  may  not  only  eftablifh  rural  Bran*,  where  they  are  not,  but 
alfo  make  them  more  ufefhl  when  they  are. 

The  Lower  Houfe  have  confidered  the  reafons  which  your  Lord/hips 
fent  down  for  your  adhering  to  the  amendment  made  in  the  fourth 
paragraph  of  the  paper  relating  to  rural  Otans  ;  and  they  do  humbly  beg 
leave  to  reprefent  to  your  LordjMps  {June  5) — 

lit  That  where  the  Lower  Houfe,  in  their  former  paper,  fpeak  of  the 
joint  appointment  of  rural  6 tan*  by  the  bifhop  and  archdeacon,  their 
meamng  is  not,  that  they  (hall  be  admitted  to  the  laid  office  by  the  bifhop 
and  archdeacon  jointly,  but  only  that  the  bifhop  may  not  admit  any 
perfon,  but  who  (halt  be  recommended  to  him  by  the  archdeacon.  In 
tike  manner,  where  they  fpeak  of  rural  Drang  being  difplnced  by  both, 
their  intention  is  not,  that  the  archdeacon  fhall  be  joined  with  the  bifhop 
in  the  act  of  difplacing,  but  only,  that  the  faid  bilhop  may  not  proceed 
to  execute  fuch  act  without  the  confent  of  the  archdeacon ;  the  authori- 
tative act  being  in  both  cafes  equally  referved  to  the  bilhop. 

2d.  That  as  rural  Bean*,  by  their  office,  have  been  minitterial  both  to 
the  bilhop  and  archdeacon,  fo  they  will  ftill  continue  minifterial  by  the 
prefent  canon :  and  although  they  cannot  proceed  in  one  part  of  their 
duty  auJgned  to  them  (videlicet,  the  vilitjng  of  churches)  without  com- 
■niflion  from  the  bilhop  or  archdeacon,  yet  they  will  be  obliged,  by  their 
office,  to  execute  fuch  commiffion,  when  directed  to  them ;   and  It  is 

humbly 
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geftions  are  prudentially  found ;  and  would  be  found,  in 
the  author's  humble  opinion,  to  work  well. 

The  Letter  of  George  I.  to  the  Convocation,  about  bufi- 

humbly  conceived,  that  no  perfon,  who  is  bound  to  execute  the  coin- 
roiHion  of  another,  becomes  lefs  miniiterial  to  that  order,  by  a  reftraint 
from  acting  till  he  hath  received  fuch  commiiTion. 

3d.  That  die  rural  bean*  ftill  remaining  ministerial  to  the  archdeacon 
as  well  as  to  the  bifhop,  it  is  humbly  hoped  that  the  inference  which 
the  Lower  Houfe  drew  from  thence  (videlicet,  that  therefore  the  arch- 
deacon ought  in  reafon  to  be  concerned  together  with  the  bUhop  in 
placing  and  displacing  of  them)  will  ftill  be  thought  juft  and  equitable. 

4th.  That  whereas  your  Lord/hip*  are  of  opinion,  that  the  decretal 
epiftle  of  Innocent  the  Third  is  of  lefs  weight  for  being  written  in  a 
time  when  the  popes  made  it  their  bufinefs  to  lefien  the  authority  of  the 
bifhops  for  the  increafe  of  their  own ;  we  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
that  declaration  of  the  authority  of  the  archdeacon  over  rural  otmM 
cannot  (as  we  conceive)  be  reckoned  among  the  methods  invented  and 
practiced  at  that  time  for  leflening  the  authority  of  biihops ;  inafinnch 
as  that  epiftle  doth  not  make  rural  trans  ministerial  to  the  archdeacon, 
bnt  fuppofes  them  to  be  fo  by  the  nature  of  their  office ;  nor  is  that 
decifion  grounded  upon  an  arbitrary  declaration  of  the  pope,  but  upon 
an  eftablifhed  maxim  of  law,  which  holds  generally  in  cafes  of  the  like 
nature :  Ciim  ab  omrabui,  quod  omnes  tangit,  approbari  debeat,  et  dan 
commune  eorvm  btcanu*  officium  exenxat,  commvniter  eft  eUgendtu,  vel 
etiam  amovendis." 

5th.  That  the  laid  epiftle,  and  the  glofles  of  Lynwode  and  Athon 
founded  upon  it,  were  not  alleged  by  the  Lower  Houfe  in  bar  to  the 
right  and  authority  of  Convocation  to  alter  the  law  in  this  particular,  but 
only  to  ftiew,  that  the  power  they  defire  in  behalf  of  archdeacons  is 
agreeable  both  to  law  and  reafon  of  former  times:  and  they  do  ftill 
humbly  hope,  that,  inafmuch  as  the  reafon  of  the  law  continues,  your 
Lordfhvpt  will  be  pleafed  to  agree,  that  the  law  itfelf  (as  in  placing,  fo 
in  displacing,  rural  Beats)  may  be  enforced  by  the  conlUtution  Intended 
to  be  drawn  upon  this  head. 

6th.  That  the  directions  given  by  the  archbiftiop  and  biihops  in  mdlxxi. 
for  the  choice  of  rural  utsiw  (the  authority  of  which  directions  we  do  not 
now  difpute)  do  not  expreflly  affect  the  right  of  the  archdeacons  in  the 
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nej'g  for  them  (A.D.  mdccxv.),  contains  many  heads  of 
matters  proper  for  fynodical  confideration,  but  no  allu- 
fion  to  ratal  bean*. 


point  now  under  confideration ;  forafmuch  us  they  prefcribe  only  the 
method  of  appointing'  rural  Otans,  but  fay  nothing1  of  difplacing  them. 
And,  however,  it  appears  not  that  the  clergy  at  that  time  had  any  oppor- 
tunity of  laying  before  their  Lord/hip*  the  grounds  and  reafons  of  their 
claims  in  thefe  particulars. 

7th.  That  if  your  Lord/kip*  (hull  not  be  pleafed  that  the  fhare  of 
archdeacons  in  difplacing  of  ratal  Dean*  be  declared  and  confirmed  in 
the*  preient  confutation,  the  Lower  Houfe  are  content  that  thefe  words 
(Par.  4.  "  unlefs  great  caufe  mall  appear  to  the  biihopa  and  archdeacons, 
having  jurifdktion,  for  difplacing  them  fooner  ")  be  wholly  omitted ;  left, 
all  the  other  heads  of  the  faid  paper  being  adjufted,  a  difagreement  be- 
tween the  two  Houfes  upon  this  one  article  mould  for  the  prefent  difap- 
point  her  Majefty's  expectation,  and  deprive  the  church  of  the  benefits 
that  may  arife  from  a  regular  eftablifhment  of  ratal  Of  ana. 
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SECTION    III. 


SUGGESTIONS,  PuHLIC  AND  PRIVATE,  FOR  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  or  A 

Ktttal  etiurcd-^  olice  in  the  JBtanritfl  op  England. 

1ITHIN  the  period  which  we  have  marked 
C  out  as  that  of  the  decline  and  attempted 
|  revival  of  the  office  of  titan  meal — in  addition 
I  to  the  public  records  of  fynods  and  convo- 
cations— there  are  a  few  hints  of  private  individuals  and 
men  of  eminence  in  public  life,  towards  the  refufcitation 
of  the  ratal  cljutffe-polfct  of  Great  Britain,  not  unworthy 
to  be  here  fubjoined.     Some  of  the  fuggeftions,  it  mutt 
be  allowed,  are  more  mixed  "up  with  the  tiiorrpistopal 
than  the  artjipteslipttrflt  economy,  have  more  to  do  with 
rural   fatsjops  than  rural  titans; — but,  to  whichsoever 
bearing  more  immediate  reference   (feeing  how  inti- 
mately blended  is  the  hiftory  of  both  offices),  they  do  not 
appear  to  be  irrelevant  to  the  object  of  our  inquiry. 

Under  the  royal  aufpices  of  Edward  VI.,  Elizabeth, 
Charles  II.,  and  Anne,  the  opinions  alluded  to  were 
delivered,  either  as  general  fuggeftions  for  reviving  the 
decayed  difcipline  of  the  church  at  large,  which  had  fo 
much  fuffered  during  the  (hock  of  the  Reformation ;  or 
in  fpecial  relation  to  the  rurf-ieranal  office,  with  the  hope 
of  inftilling  into  that  particular  branch  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  constitution  fome  portion  of  its  primitive  life 
and  energy ;  which  had  been  waning  before  the  event 
adverted  to,  and  which  that  event,  at  once,  entirely 
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fufpended.  Thefe  opinions  lhew,  collectively,  how  ftrong 
the  writers  of  that  period  feem  to  have  felt  the  ufeful- 
nefs  and  importance  of  efficient  fecondary  officers  in  the 
adminiftration  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline ; — of  which  they 
aiTumed  the  public,  or  private  advocacy,  in  the  following 
intimations. 

Firft  and  foremoft  Hands  the  addrefs  of  Martin  Bucer 
concerning  the  Kingdom  of  Chri/l,  prefented  (J.D.  mdl.) 
as  a  new-year's  gift  to  Edward  VI. — wherein,  fays 
Burnet,  "  the  author  writes  largely  of  ecclefiaftical  difci-  H^vr9  of  a* 
pline,"  and  propofes  divers  laws  for  the  king's  confidera-  voi^Tp™.' 
tion.  Among  which,  under  the  fourth  head, "  he  advifes  B' '' p' sw' 
that  co-adjutors  mould  be  given  to  fome  bifhops,  and  a 
council  of  presbyters  be  appointed  for  them  all."  He 
then  recommends  "  rural  bishops  to  be  fet  over  twenty 
or  thirty  parifhes  "  (meaning  thereby,  pofilbly,  our  Milan 
or  Mean  Kttpirfnttnbantg — for  the  previous  fuggeftion  of 
cpifcopal  co-adjutors  teems  to  preclude  any  higher  inter- 
pretation) "  who  mould  gather  their  clergy  often  toge- 
ther, and  infpect  them  clofely :  and  that  a  provincial 
fynod  fhould  meet  twice  a  year,  where  a  fecular  man,  in 
the  king's  name,  fhould  be  appointed  to  obferve  their 
proceedings."  But  the  reader,  perhaps,  will  not  be 
unwilling  to  hear  Martin  plead  his  own  caufe  to  the 
youthful  monarch,  his  royal  patron. 

"  Quo  verd,"  fays  this  eminent  German  reformer,  "  fi  J*  f«« 

*  'j      CmryUi  I*  II. 

quid  tale  exijiat,  epifcopi  id  in  tempore  refctfcant,  revo-  e.wi.p.73. 
canda  erit  vetus  ilia  duecefium  diftributto,  ut  Jmgulis 
viginti,  cut  drcitir,  parochits,  unus  ex  earum  parochi- 
arum  curatoribus,  qui  ad  hanc  JwicHonem  prce  cteteris 
appareat  idoneus,  prarfieiatur  ciwtptscoptu,  qui  his  eccle- 
fiis  contra  Satanaz  injidias  et  infultusjingularitir  advigilet; 
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et  fi  quid  ipfe  vel  apud  collegas  Juos,  vel  apttd  plebes  ad 
banc  curamjibi  commendatas,  corrigere  non  pojfit,  deferat 
qiiamprimiim  ad  epijtopum." 

"Atque  ne  quid  corrigendum,  out  non  imdlum  emergat, 
debet  iile.  collegas  fuos,  et  compresbyteros  certis  tempo- 
ribus,  et  frequenter  adfe  convocare,  et  cum  D.  Scriptura- 
rum  explicatione,  et  fumptd  ex  illis  cokortatione,  turn  piis 
inter  omnes  collationibus,Jidem  cognitionemque  Chrijii, 
c&mjibi  ipfi,  Aim  collegia  Juts  confirmare,  etjludium  atque 
zelum  regni  Chrijii  magls  magtjque  incendere.  Q/iin 
etiam  plebes  cures  cujufque  commendatas,  debent  ifti  ctjor- 
epfstopf  Jubindi,  cum  illud  per  par ochiar um  Ju arum  pro- 
curationem poterunt,  invifere,  atque  verbum  vita  aternee 
illis  admmijlrare:  et  its  pracipue,  qua  pajlores  kabent  ad 
regnum  Chrijii  minus  doctos  et  Jerventes." 

"  Pratered  epifcoporum  erit,  cujufque  provincial  binas 

quotannls  jynodos  celehrare,  ut\  tot  canonibux  et  piorum 

imperatorum  legibus  efi  conjlitutum.     Ad  quas  Jynodos 

non  civitatum  modd  epiJcopUJed  etiam  cjtortpiscopf,  alOquc 

presbyteri  et  diaconi,  qui  regni  Chrijii  JcientiA  et  zelo 

amphore  donati  Junt,  debent  convocari  atque  audiri :  quo 

efficacies  et  qua  ohrepferint  in  ecclefias  viHa,corrigantur, 

et  pittas  omnium  m/iauretur." 

sejM.Mini  Bn-       "  Quibus  Jynodis  perutile  erit  ut  S.  M.  T.Jemper  adhi- 

"»&wm,  »«.  beat  viros  religionis  Chrijii  Jludiqfos,  etjummd  authoritate 

jotouu!***1*'  praditos,  qui  in  Jynodis  Jua  mqjejiatis  nomine  cum  metro- 

politano  prafideant,  ordinemque  decentem  conjervent,  &c." 

Next  in  order  of  time  is  the  propofal  of  John  Rogers, 

the  protomartyr  of  the  Marian  persecution,  who  feems  to 

have  had  in  view  the  outline  of  the  brumal  jurifdiction 

in  his  hints  for  readers  and  BuperfntrtiBenM,  as  briefly 

recorded  by  Mr.  Strype  in  his  Annals  oj  the  Reforma- 
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Hon : — "  For  lack  of  good  minifters  then  to  furnifh  the  a***  «/<*. 
churches,"  writes  the  Annatift,  "  Rogers  advifed,  and  fo  vou.  p.i.  ' 
did  Bifhop  Hooper  at  the  fame  time,  that  for  every  ten  pp' 
churches  one  good  and  learned  supErtnKn&mt  fhould  he 
appointed,  which  fhould  have  under  him  faithful  readers, 
fuch  as  might  be  got ;  fo  that  the  popifh  priefts  fhould 
be  clean  put  out.    And  the  biftiop  once  a  year  mould 
overfee  the  profiting  of  his  parishes ;  and  if  the  minifter 
did  not  his  duty,  as  well  in  profiling  himfelf  in  his  book, 
as  his  parifhioners  in  good  instructions,  and  fo  to  be 
trained  by  little  and  little,  then  he  to  be  turned  out,  and 
another  put  in  his  place ;  and  the  biftiop  to  do  the  like 
with  the  supmmen&entB." 

On  the  fame  ancient  pltbanal1  bafis,  perhaps,  refted  «j"^ou.p.i. 
the  rural  church-polity  of  the  early  part  of  the  following  A» »'»««. 
reign  of  Elizabeth ;  when  "unition  of  cures  "  was  exten- 
lively  fuggefted  and  acted  upon  by  the  archbifhop  of 
Canterbury  for  fupplying  "deftitute  churches, "  in  the 
then  dearth  of  reformed  clergy — "many  priefts  going 
away,  and  departing  from  their  benefices,  and  others 
non-refident,  and  many  livings  of  fo  mean  income,  that 
none  would  take  them  up." 

The  principal  incumbent  of  the  united  cures  "  deputed 
in  every  parifh  committed  to  his  care,  under  the  over- 
fight  of  the  bifhop,  one  able  minifter  as  lector,  to  read 
the  fervice  of  the  day  with  the  litany  and  homily," — and 
"  to  every  his  peculiars  in  courfe,  the  tfjfef  pastor  reforted 
in  circuit  to  preach,  baptize,  marry,  and  adminifter  the 


(')  See  this  tide  explained  in  Part  m.  Sect.  in.  pp.  150—51,  and  note* 
there,  yitfctnft,  I  find,  to  have  been  of  more  frequent  occurrence  in 
Germany  than  elfewhcre  in  Europe.     See  CC.  Gtrmamat,  paftim. 
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eucharift,"  and  took  fpecial  care  of  their  fpiritual  condi- 
tion— "that  the  young  were  duly  catechized  by  the 
lector,  and  that  the  elder  and  ancient  folk  communicated 
thrice  in  the  year."  Moreover, "  the  (tab  pastor  referred 
all  matters  of  great  import  to  the  bifhop,  or  his  chan- 
cellor, as  the  cafe  required,  and  was  provided  for  by 
injunction." 

Such  was  the  prudent  courfe  taken  in  the  then  diftrefs, 
fays  Strypc,  to  fupply  the  church  with  minifters,  and  to 
regulate  her  difcipline  in  rural  diftricts.     And  to  this 
"unition  of  cures,"  bafed  in  its  own  constitution  on 
the  arc&fpmfigterotts  and  plebanates  of  earlier  days,  (fee 
?$.  9.  tt.  Part  II.  Sect,  if,  pp.  82-3.  and  notes  there,)  I 
have  no  doubt  may  be  attributed  the  non-appointment 
of  beans  rural  properly  fo  called ; — for  during  the  conti- 
nuance of  this  economy  we  find  no  traces  of  their  ex- 
Ejffd.  v-\.u.    iftence.    Nor  is  it  otherwife  than  probable  that  a  fecond 
Au'iTonii.  bar  to  the  introduction  of  the  latter  officers  will  be 
found,  about  the  lame  time,  in  the  prevalence  of  the 
exercifes  termed  propkefymg$,  and  the  clerical  conven- 
tions to  which  they  led,  and  which,  in  many  of  their 
features,  approached  very  near  to  the  ietanal  economy 
of  tgaptrr-fwltimg : — witncfs,  in  the  church  of  Northamp- 
ton, where  thefe  exercifes  were  much  ufed,  it  was  or- 
RjHfde,*, p. i3«.  dered,  the  Annalift  records,  "that  all  minifters  of  the 
"""  fhire,  once  every  quarter  of  the  year,  upon  one  month's 

warning  given,  mould  repair  to  the  laid  town;  and  there, 
after  a  fermon  in  the  church  heard,  to  withdraw  them- 
felves  into  a  place  appointed  within  the  laid  church ; 
and  there  privately  to  confer  among  themfelves  of  their 
manners  and  lives.  Among  whom  if  any  be  found  in 
fault,  for  the  firft  time,  exhortation  is  made  to  him 
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among  all  the  brethren  to  amend.  And  To  likewife 
the  fecond  and  third  time,  by  complaint  from  all  the 
brethren,  he  is  committed  unto  the  bilhop  for  his 
correction." 

But  Holinfhed  makes  thefe  conferences  more  frequent  r*«  rycrfc«m 
— "  in  fome  places  weekelie,  in  other  once  in  foureteene  %.  n.* .  i.  pp. 
daies,  in  diverfe  monethlie,  and  elfewhere  twife  in  a 
yeare."     He  calls  them  "  a  notable  fpurre  unto  all  the 
minifters,  thereby  to  applie  to  their  bookes,  which  other- 
wife  (as  in  times  paft)  would  give  themfelves  to  hawking, 
hunting,  tables,  cards,  dice,  tippling  at  the  alehoufe, 
{hooting  of  matches,  and  other  like  vanities,  nothing 
commendable  in  fuch  as  mould  be  godlie  and  zealous 
ftewards  of  the  good  gifts  of  God,  faithfull  diftributors  of 
his  word  unto  the  people,  and  diligent  pallors  according 
to  their  calling."    See  a  further  account  of  thefe  meet- 
ings and  exercifes  in  Strype's  Annals  of  the  Reformation,  |£j[*f VS?/1' 
Vol.  IL  Part  i.  pp.  325-6.,  and  Appendix,  N°.  ixm.  p.  494.  -to*"*  »j£ 

Judging  from  the  Norwich  Paper  on  tttans  rural  or 
goptrfntentiants,  hereafter  quoted,  there  appears  to  have 
been  a  plan  projected  of  connecting  thefe  prophefyings 
with  trccanal  tonbentfons— the  former  being  recommended 
to  be  placed  under  the  management  of  the  Beans,  in  that 
diocefe,  at  the  fuggeftion  of  the  bifhop.  Whether  the 
experiment  was  tried  or  not,  is  not  mentioned1.     Pro- 

O  "Thefe  prophefyings  were  founded  on  the  Apoftle'a  precept, '  Rw,  Frfter'xC.H. 
ye  may  aU  prophejie  one  by  one,  that  all  may  team,  and  all  be  com-  ***'  C™L  '*"   ' 
farted;'  but  fo,  as  to  make  it  out,  they  were  fain  to  make  ufe  of  humane 
prudential  additions,  modelling  their  prophefyings  as  folio weth : — 

"  1.  The  miniftera  of  the  fame  precinct,  by  their  own  appointment  (not 
ftrictly  (tending  on  the  old  divifiou  of  Of anrirC),  met  at  the  principal 
place  therein. 
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phefyings  were    peremptorily  fufpended  by  Elizabeth, 
about  the  year  mdlxxvii.1 

In   fpite  of  the   unition  of  cures,  propkcfying*,  &c, 
j*ig*    church-difcipline  had  fo  far  funk  in  the  year  following 
W p. i9.i.      the  laft-cited  provincial  fynod  of   London,  that    its 
wretched  condition  was  thought  a  fit  fubject  for  parlia- 
mentary interference  and  correction.    Indeed,  ten  years 
before,  tbe  Lord  Keeper  had  deplored  the  lamentable 


D'E.ei'i . 


"  2.  The  junior  divine  went  firft  into  the  pulpit,  and  for  halfe  as  hour, 
more  or  lefs  (aa  he  could  with  dearnefs  contract  hia  meditations),  treated 
npon  a  portion  of  Scripture,  formerly  by  a  jo  vat-agreement  aiiigned  onto 
him.  After  him,  fonre  or  five  more,  obferving  their  feniority,  fucceflively 
dilated  on  the  fame  text. 

"  3.  At  laft,  a  grave  divine,  appointed  on  purpofe  (aa  father  of  the 
act),  made  the  doling  fermon,  fomewhat  larger  than  the  reft,  pmifing 
the  pains  and  performance  of  fuch,  who  belt  deferred  it;  meekly  and 
mildly  reproving  tbe  miltakea,  and  failings  of  fuch  of  thofe,  if  any  were 
found  in  their  fermons.  Then  all  was  ended  aa  it  waa  begun,  with  a 
folemn  prayer;  and  at  a  public  refection  of  thofe  miniftere  together 
(with  many  of  the  gentry  repairing  unto  them),  the  next  time  of  their 
meeting  waa  appointed,  test  affigned,  preachers  deputed,  a  new  mode- 
rator elected,  or  the  old  one  continued  ;  and  fo  all  were  diflblved." 

"  The  exercife  proved  (though  often  long)  feldome  tedious ;  and  peo- 
ple's attentions,  though  travelling  fair,  were  little  tired,  becaufe  enter- 
tained with  much  variety." 

"However,  feme  inconveniences  were  feen,  and  more  fbrefeen  by 
wife  (or  at  leaft  fafpected  by  fearful!)  men,  if  thefe  propheues  might 
generally  take  place  in  the  land."  See  more  in  loco,  pp.  122,  feqq.,  and 
Archbifhop  GrindaTa  Letter  to  Queen  Elizabeth. 
JJtotitf*  Srtfci  It  is  an  article  of  inquiry  at  Vifitation  by  Biftiop  Seth  Ward  (A.D. 
*j)l*r  Swum,  MDCLXV>j  whether  the  minifter  "  appoint  prophefieing  eiercifes,"  (in.  Mi- 
nifters.  No.  15.)  Bat  there  is  no  indication  of  the  bifhop's  approval  or 
difapproval  of  them.  Still,  as  they  are  forbidden  by  the  Canons  of  uncut, 
we  mad  fuppofe  the  query  to  be  inhibitory. 

(')  See  Strjpe,  Vol  n.  Part  i.  pp.  472,  feqq. ;  Vol.  n.  Part  u.  p.  544 ; 
Vol.  in.  Part  i.  p.  476 ;  and  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  iv.  pp.  280,  287, 290 ; 
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decay  of  all  fpiritual  government ;  but,  in  the  year 
mdlxxii.,  he  came  forward  with  a  remedy  in  his  fpeech, 
"  pronounced,"  as  Sir  Simon  D'Ewes  reports,  "  by  her 
Majefty's  commandment,"  at  the  opening  of  Parliament, 
on  the  8th  of  May. 

And  what  vas  this  remedy  t — Sir  Nicholas  Bacon 
fuggefts,  for  the  fupport  of  the  difcipline  of  the  church, 
**  the  dividing  every  one  of  the  diocefes,  according  to 
their  greatnefs,  into  brancrtaf,  as  I  know,"  lays  the  Lord 
Keeper,  "  commonly  they,  be ;  and  the  committing  of 
the  tanneries  to  men  well  chofen,  as  I  think  commonly 
they  be  not:  and  then  the  keeping  of  certain  otBfrtarp 
wart*  at  their  prefcript  times  for  the  well  executing  of 
thofe  laws  of  difcipline,  as  they  ought  to  be,  with  a  fure 
controulment  of  thofe  inferior  minifters  by  the  bifhop  or 
bis  chancellor,  not  biennially  or  triennially,  but  every 
year  twice  or  thrice :  which  ufe  of  neceffity  without  very  st™v 
great  difficulty  may  do  much  in  very  Ihort  time  to  the  /ni!' 
reformation  of  this;  the  chief  officers  ecclefiaftical  all 
being  very  well,  and  the  laws  themfelves  being  firft  made 
fumcient  and  perfect,  which  in  this  parliament  may  very 
well  be  brought  to  pais." 


alfo  Gibfon's  Codex  I.  E.  A.  Vol.  i.  Tit.  i.  cap,  v.  p.  253.  ad  Canon,  lxxii. 
(A.D.  hdciii.)  note,  Prophefiei;  and  Short's  Sketch  of  the  Hift  of  the 
Church  cf  England,  Vol.  i.  p.  390. — "  Conventut  pro  concionibut,  vulgd 
exercitia  out  prophetic*  are  expreffly  forbidden  by  the  leventy-fecond 
canon.     See  Conn.  Eccttjia/Hci,  A.D.  mociii. 

"  I  know  prophefying  waa  fabject  to  great  abufe,"  fays  Lord  Bacon,  qfOmrtk  Cm- 
"  and  would  be  more  abufed  now;    becanfe  heat   of  contentions  is  vol'il"*'m<I**' 
increafed:   bat  I  fay  the  only  reafon  of  the  abufe  was,  becanfe  there  EaULuDcccux. 
was  admitted  to  it  a  popular  auditory  ;  and  it  was  not  contained  within 
a  private  conference  of  minifters." 
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?SRl  f£?h!'      "  ^  vei7  remaTkaWe  "  document  connected  with  our 

fr™-  fubject,  comes  next  to  be  jioticed  in  the  Cotton  Library, 

bearing  date,  in  the  opinion  of  the  accurate  Mr.  Strype, 
about  the  middle  of  Elizabeth's  reign  (ekxitir  A.D. 
mdlxxx).  It  is  the  propofal  juil  now  alluded  to,  "made 
by  Freak  bifhop  of  Norwich,  through  his  chancellor,  to 
a  diocefan  fynod,  recommending  rutal  titans,  or  suptita- 
tnrtiantt,  to  infpect  and  take  care  of  the  diocefe  under 
the  bifliop;  and  particularly  for  providing  monthly 
prophefyings  (if  it  might  be  permitted),  or  fermons,  in 
the  feveral  otanrits,  to  be  preached.  At  which  the 
respective  rural  titans  to  be  prefent,  and,  to  prevent 
fchifms  and  factions,  to  be  moUtrators.  And  thereat 
likewife  various  bufineffes,  refpecting  the  abufes  of 
bifhops'  courts  and  their  offices,  and  infpection  into  the 
behaviour  of  the  clergy  and  laity  in  each  pariih,  to  be 
tranfacted.  It  bore  this  title,"  fays  the  Annalift  of  the 
Reformation,  "  A  form  of  government  exhibited  by  the 
chancellor  of  Norwich." 

As  Strype  has  thought  it  "  worthy  the  preferving, 
lhewing  the  paftoral  care  and  diligence  of  this  bifhop  in 
his  diocefe,"  I  hope  the  reader  will  not  deem  it  imper- 

aputnn;,  Nor-  tinent  to  our  ^pptnljii,  notwithftanding  its  length.  See 
Annals,  V.  n.  P.  n.  Appendix,  N*.  xxxu.  p.  695 ;  Cotton 
Library,  Cleopatra,  F.  i. 

KenMt'ijRi.         in  the  early  part  of  the  next  century,  the  order  of 

vol  ii.  p.  s«.  rura|  beans  was  propofed  by  Bifhop  Hall,  White  Kennett 
tells  us,  as  the  beft  method  of  reftoring  difcipline  in  the 
church.    See  his  Works,  Vol.  in.  p.  547. 

Archbifhop  Ufher's  propofed  modification  of  epifcopal 
government,  by  approximating  it,  in  fome  refpects,  to 
a  ifiortpiBcoyal  and  ati5tpr£SbB«raI  or  Btcanal  type,  muft 
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not  be  paffed  over  by  us,  though  it  has  not  much  in 
common  with  the  object  of  our  fearch.     The  plan  of  ib£$fr«f 
the  Lord  Primate,  fuggefted,  doubtlefe,  with  a  fincere  Purser.  ' 
hope  of  preferring  epifcopacy  by  yielding  in  non-effen-  Jgfi££wii, 
tials  fome  approach  to  presbytery,  however  condemned  £j^,  j^. 
by  the  church  of  England  as  tending  to  the  abatement  a^^"*e- 
of  the  former  (and  that  it  did  fofeemingly,  is  fuppofable,  Eitnw*"- 
becaufe1  it  was  palatable  to  Baxter),  was  defended  by  its 
author  upon  the  plea  that  fuch  practices  as  were  only 
prudential  might  be  altered  one  way  or  other,  according 
as  the  peace  and  order  of  the  church,  or  the  exigency  of 
affairs,  might  require. 

According  to  the  archbifhop's  propofitl  (which  was 
made  in  mdcxll,  when  the  firft  committee  on  church 
affairs  was  appointed),  "  the  clergyman,  together  with  ^£™J5*j!*rf 
the  churchwardens  and  fidefmen,  were  to  compofe  a  <*»£**"*=/ 

*  ITiufmJ  Till  n 

body  for  the  direction  of  the  parifti.  fflftorepfstopt,  or  p-iso. 
ifsljops  rural,  were  to  be  eftablifhed  in  every  rural  trtanrn, 
who  mould  hold  montfilj;  assmfclies.  Thefe  were  to  be 
fubjected  to  the  power  of  the  diocefan  fynod,  and  that 
to  the  provincial  or  national  convocation.  This  fyftem 
would  have  given  the  authority  of  a  body  to  the  disci- 
pline of  the  church  adminiftered'by  them;  and  the 
bifliop  or  bis  delegate  would,  in  each  cafe,  have  been  the 
legitimate  president  of  the  feveral  boards 3." 


(')  The  petition  of  the  nonconform  iff  a  of  mdcli.  propofed  that  the  Short'i  Skttdi 
archbilhop's  Reduction  of  Eptfcopaey  lhould  be  adopted,  the  Ujhvp*  %^ chwA$ 
suffragan  or  tjjortptacopl  being  chofen  by  the  presbyters.  Bwta4Vw.it 

(*)  Mr.  Short  elfewhere  fays  npon  this  project,  that  it  "  would  have  Vol.iLpp.158-7. 
combined  many  of  the  advantages  of  the  epifcopal  and  presby  terian  forms  «•*»■ 
of  government ;  and  probably  the  only  hopes  which  we  can  reasonably 

entertain 
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The  plan  was  published  in  a  little  "  Tractate,"  by 
Dr.  Bernard,  preacher  of  Gray's-Inn,  in  mdclvi.,  with 
this  title — The  Reduction  of  Epifcopacie  unto  the  form  of 
Synodkal  Government,  received  in  the  Ancient  Church  6fc. 
propofed  in  the  year  mdcxu.,  as  an  expedient  for  the 
prevention  of  thofe  troubles,  which  afterwards  did  artfe 
•Hmj-igtmnt  about  the  matter  of  Church  Government; — and  upon  its 

of Ike  Intf  Arch.  J  r 

Suknofjr-     ioents  the  editor  remarks: — "If  others  concerned  in 
thefe  tranfactions  had  been  of  the  archbifhop's  modera- 
tion, humility,  and  meeknefie,  the  wound  given  might 
cfcm*HiA>rj',  have  been  healed  before  it  grew  uncurable." — "Lop- 
b. ii. p.m.     ping,"  in  Fuller's  fignificant  language,  "might  have  laved 
the  felling  of  epifcopacy." 

The  object  of  the  "  Tractate "  was  fliortly  this — to 
(hew  how  the  church  might  fynodically  be  governed* 


entertain  of  ever  feeing  eccleuaitical  difcipline  over  the  clergy  effectually 
re-eftabli(hed  (which  God  of  his  great  mercy  grant  1)  mull  arife  from 
adopting  fomething  of  this  fort." 

"  A  bilhop,  who  was  difpofed  to  do  fo,  might  introduce  much,  with- 
out any  change  of  the  laws;  for  the  constitution  of  onr  parilh  offices, 
ntcal  oeanttrf,  archidiaconal  and  epifcopal  nutations,  are  all  founded 
upon  a  principle,  which,  while  it  made  the  bilhop  the  head  and  fource 
through  which  the  jnrifdiction  of  the  church  was  derived  from  the  throne, 
prefomed  that  mnch  of  this  authority  was  exercifed  by  the  muted  influ- 
ence of  the  clergy  themfelves,  who  would  thus  become  the  guardians 
and  judges  uf  the  conduct  of  their  brethren. 

"  The  churchwardens  and  fidefmen  form  a  fort  of  parilh  council  for 
the  clergyman :  the  Dean  ratal  was  formerly  the  QfetnUrr  of  his  ferantB. 
The  nutations  might  anfwer  the  purpofes  of  peculiar  and  general  aflem- 
bliea  of  the  diocefe,  while  the  convocation  forms  a  national  fynod.  All 
but  the  laft  might,  to  a  certain  degree,  be  eltabulhed  in  his  own  diocefe, 
by  any  bilhop  who  chofe  it"      See  Suggejlioni  Ac  Part  v.  Sect,  iv. 
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archbifhops  and  bifhops  being  (till  retained.    The  plan 
itfelf  is  given,  in  full,  below '. 

Subftituting  the  fuperior  functionary  for  the  inferior, 
the  dborepiscopus  for  the  attbtyxtib$ttx,  the  reader  will  at 
once  fee  that  the  expedient,  which  the  archbifttop  was 
pleafed  to  call "  epifcopal  and  presbyterial  government 


(■)  "  i.  In  every  parifh,  the  rector,  or  incumbent  pallor,  together  with 
the  church w ardent)  and  fidefmen,  may  every  week  take  notice  of  Inch  as 
live  fcandaloufly  in  that  congregation,  who  are  to  receive  fnch  feveral 
admonitions  and  reproofs  as  the  quality  of  their  offence  shall  deferve  i 
and  if  by  this  means  they  cannot  be  reclaimed,  they  may  be  prefented 
to  the  next  monthly  fynod ;  and  in  the  mean  time  debarred  by  the  pallor 
from  accede  unto  the  Lord's  table." 

"  ii.  Whereas,  by  a  (latum  in  the  t  wenty-fnth  year  of  King  Henry  the 
Eighth,  (revived  in  the  firft  year  of  Queen  Elizabeth,)  suffragans  are 
appointed  to  be  erected  in  twenty-fix  feveral  places  in  this  kingdom ;  the 
number  of  them  might  very  well  be  conformed  unto  the  number  of  (he 
feveral  rural  otsntUs,  into  which  every  diocefe  is  fubdirided;  which 
being  done,  the  suffragan  fupplying  the  place  of  thofe  who,  tn  the  an- 
cient church,  were  called  rkortni?ton(,  might  every  month  aflemble  a 
•Una))  of  all  the  rectors  or  incumbent  parlors  within  the  precinct,  and, 
according  to  the  major  part  of  their  voices,  conclude  all  matters  that 
mail  be  brought  into  debate  before  them." 

"  To  this  fynod  the  rector  and  churchwardens  might  prefent  fiich 
impenitent  perfons,  as  by  admonitions  and  fufpenfion  from  the  fscra- 
ment  would  not  be  reformed ;  who,  if  they  fhonld  frill  remain  contuma- 
cious and  incorrigible,  the  fentence  of  excommunication  might  be  de- 
creed againil  them  by  the  Sjjneti,  and  accordingly  be  executed  in  the 
parifh  where  they  lived.  Hitherto,  alfo,  all  things  that  concerned  the 
parochial  miniftem  might  be  referred,  whether  they  did  touch  their  doc- 
trine or  their  converfadon ;  as  alfo,  the  cenfnre  of  all  new  opinions, 
he  re  liea,  and  lchifms,  which  did  arife  within  that  circuit ;  with  liberty  of 
appeal,  if  need  lb  require,  unto  the  diocefan  fynod." 

Proportions  ill.  and  IV.  relate  to  diocefan  and  provincial  fynods; 
which  I  alfo  add,  to  enable  the  reader  to  contemplate  the  whole  building 
at  one  view. — While  the  two  former  propofitions  exhibit  the  approxima- 
tion 
):.;:i--c  av 
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conjoyned,"  was  baled  upon  the  pureft  model  of  our 
rttrf-brcanal  inftitutions — the  infpectionary  duties  of  their 
saptrfntrnbants—  and  the  fynodical  difcipline  of  their 
capitular  meetings,  fubordinate  and  refponlible  to  the 
diocefan  and  higher  confiftorial  courts. 

A  form  of  church-government,  not  altogether  difli- 

tion  of  the  primate's  plan  of  fynodical  church-police,  in  fome  of  its  moll 
important  features,  to  the  ancient  Rtcfcfptflrontrial  of  btanritg ;  the  two 
latter  (hew  the  goodly  fuperftnicture  of  epifcopal  difcipline  which  the 
wifdom  of  that  great  and  learned  man  would  have  added  thereto. 

"  iii.  The  diocefan  fynod  might  be  held,  once  or  twice  in  the  year, 

as  it  mould  be  thought  molt  convenient :  therein  all  the  suffragans,  and 

the  reft  of  the  rectors  or  incumbent  pallors  (or  a  certain  felect  number 

of  every  twarag)  within  the  diocefe,  might  meet ;  with  whofe  content,  or 

Innwimr,     the  major  part  of  them,  all  things  might  be  concluded  by  the  hilltop,  or 

tl!  d"  l"1"^  fuperintendent  (call  him  whether  you  will),  or,  in  his  abfence,  by  one  of 

it  tumm  Eji-     the  ffufCragin*  ;  whom  he  (hall  depute,  in  his  Head,  to  be  moderator  of 

"  Here  all  matters  of  greater  moment  might  be  taken  into  conlidera- 
tion,  and  the  orders  of  the  monthly  fynod*  revifed,  and  (if  need  be)  re- 
formed ;  and  if  here  alfo  any  matter  of  difficulty  could  not  receive  a  full 
determinatioa,  it  might  be  referred  to  the  next  provincial  or  national 

"  iv.  The  provincial  fynod  might  confift  of  all  the  bilhops  and  Suffra- 
gan#,  and  fuch  other  of  the  clergy  as  fttould  be  elected  out  of  every  dio- 
cefe within  the  province :  the  arcbbilhop  of  either  province  might  be  the 
moderator  of  this  meeting,  (or,  in  his  room,  fome  one  of  the  bilhops  ap- 
pointed by  him)  ;  and  all  matters  be  ordered  therein  by  common  confent, 
as  in  the  former  aflemblies, 

"  This  fynod  might  be  held  every  third  year ;  and  if  the  parliament 
do  then  fit  (according  to  the  Act  of  a  triennial  parliament),  both  the 
archbilhops  and  provincial  fynods  of  the  land  might  joyn  together,  and 
make  up  a  national  conncel ;  wherein  all  appeals  from  inferior  fynods 
might  be  received,  all  their  acts  examined,  and  all  eccleuaftical  con- 
futations, which  concern  the  Hate  of  the  church  of  the  whole  nation, 
eftablifhed." 
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milar,  once  obtained  in  a  fee  of  Ireland  (before  the  ccm.b.iih. 
arrival  of  Cardinal  Paparo  in  the  twelfth  century),  over  ° ' ' p- 
which  the  primate  himfelf,  in  his  earlier  days,  prefided, 
viz.  Meath.  The  plan  there  adopted,  antecedently  to 
the  papal  legate's  fubftitution  of  arc&iprtsbnttrara  for 
tljorqjifsropacs,  probably  refembled  the  archbiffiop's  fug- 
gelled  economy.  At  leaft,  rijorepfscopf  occupied  the 
fituation  of  rural  toans ;  and  under  the  former  were 
held,  in  all  likelihood,  the  fame  rural  conbtntfonv  in 
fupport  of  church-difcipline,  as  in  later  days  under  their 
fucceflbrs,  the  Htrjjpr  frets. 

The  eftenrM  difference,  however,  between  the  cftot- 
tptstopus  or  safiragan  of  the  ttfanro  of  Ulher,  and  the 
arcfiiprishritn  of  ancient  and  modern  days,  was  this,  that 
the  former  had  the  power  of  ordination — a  power  no 
where  granted  away  from  him,  his  diocefan,  and  metro- 
politan, in  Ufher's  project.  Nor  can  I  believe  -that  it  pin-'i /#«  ^ 
ever  was  the  primate's  defign  or  intention,  in  the  leaft,  '  * 
to  ufe  the  language  of  his  biographer,  to  rob  the  bilhops 
of  any  of  thofe  juft  rights,  which  are  effentiaUy  neceffary 
to  their  order  and  conftitution,  or  to  abafe  epifcopacy 
into  presbytery.  Still,  "  fome  of  the  church  of  England 
have  been  pleafed,"  fays  Dr.  Parr,  "  to  judge  very  hardly 
of  this  propofal  of  the  arcbbifhop ;  as  if  it  too  much 
debafed  the  epifcopal  order,  and  levelled  it  with  that  of 
presbyters."  Againft  fuch  infmuations  the  good  chaplain 
of  the.  Irilh  metropolitan  ably  defends  his  pofthumous 
feme. 

But  upon  *  the  propofal  itfelf,  the  remark  of  Dr.  Brett 


(')  The  fnbject  here  handled  by  Uftier  has  fome  light  thrown  upon  it 
by  Bingham,  in  bis  Ecclrjta/lical  Antiquities,  B.  ix.  c.  vm.    "  The  Con- 
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£j£°£££_  is  judicious — that,  "  though  not  improper  as  times  were 
■M*  «i  ^  then,  yet  it  may  not  be  fo  expedient  in  itfelf,  being 
without  any  primitive  precedent : — for  we  never  read  of 
any  thing  lefe  than  a  diocefan  fynod,  or  an  epifcopal 
chapter,  or  college,  in  the  ancient  church  ;  and  Cure  we 
ought  to  deviate  as  little  as  poffible  from  the  primitive 
church,  except  in  cafes  of  neceffity,  as  the  good  arch- 
bifhop  thought  this  to  be,  when  he  wrote  his  treatife." 

It  is  here  adduced  neither  in  praife  nor  blame  (let  the 

reader  remember),  but  only  as  a  parallel ;  of  which  I 

received  the  firft  notice  from  a  JWb.  note  of  Biihop 

Kennett,  in  bis  P.  A.     The  Tractate  itfelf  is  of  the 

greateft  rarity ;   which  will  be  a  fufficient  apology,  I 

hope,  to  thofe  whom  fuch  fubjects  intereft,  for  the  length 

of  the  extracts  given. 

abbcniM  («  From  a  manufcript  letter  of  White  Kennetfs,  dated 

pu^hB^  Amersden,  Nov.  7,  mdcxcix.,  and  addrefled  to  Dr.  James 

p.3s*.Vo  "'     Gardiner,  biihop  of  Lincoln,  the  following  extract  is 

adduced.     It  throws  out  many  hints  for  improving  the 

coiiftitutioual  powers  and  extending  the  ordinary  duties 

of  ratal  btans,  too  important  to  be  pafled  over.    Upon 

*«*.».«.      the  ancient  mode  of  commifiloning  thefe  officers  I  have  ■ 

pp-ia'/feqi     already  had  occafion  to  cite  the  earlier  parts  of  this 

letter ;  and  fhatt  here  merely  tranfcribe  the  admirable 

fuggeftions  of  the  Vicar  of  Ambrofden  for  rendering  the 

fctnmal  functions  more  efficacious  in  fupport  of  church- 

difcipline,  "without  any  pretended  invafion"  of  archi- 

diaconal  or  other  privileges  in  the  diocefe  of  Lincoln. 


clitjion" — "  Wherein  is  propofed  an  eafy  and  honourable  method  for 
ttftabtilhing  a  primitive  diocefan  epifcopaey,  (conformable  to  the  model 
of  the  finaller  fort  of  ancient  diocefe*)  in  all  the  protectant  churches." 
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Some  of  thcfe  fuggeftions  have  before  appeared,  in  the 
Gmoocational  Proceedings  under  Queen  Anne;  where, 
probably,  they  originated  with  Dr.  Kennett  The  auto- 
graph letter  is  in  the  Bodleian  Library.  The  writer 
recommends  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln — 

"  1.  To  have  the  mandates  for  induction  into  paro- 
chial churches  allwaie  directed,  as  of  old,  to  the  rata! 
Stan. 

"  2.  To  have  commiffions,  de  Jure  patronatus,  dila- 
pidations &c,  executed  by  the  rural  bran  and  fome 


"  3.  To  let  the  l'cntences  of  excommunication  and  ab- 
solution be  denounced  more  efpecially  by  ratal  titans,  &e. 

"  4.  To  call  in  fome  of  the  graveft  and  neareft  ratal 
beans  to  examine  and  aflift  at  your  ordinations. 

"  5.  To  require  candidates  for  holy  orders,  if  they 
have  lately  refided  within  your  diocefe,  to  bring  a  certi- 
ficate from  the  ratal  bean  and  his  neighbouring  brethren. 

"  6.  To  licenfe  no  curate  or  fcholemafter,  within  your 
diocefe,  without  a  certificate  from  the  rural  bean,  of  the 
perfon,  the  place,  the  folary,  the  duties  &c. 

"  7-  To  inftitute  no  clerk  without  a  like  account  from 
the  bean,  of  the  vacancie,  the  true  patron,  the  reputation 
of  the  prefentee,  &c. 

"  8.  To  require  your  beans  to  give  you  occafional 
notice  of  all  irregularities  within  their  diftrict;  and  at 
the  end  of  each  year  to  feud  you  the  ftate  of  religion, 
as  the  fuflragans  were  once  molt  prudentially  obliged  to 
inform  their  metropolitan,  and  he  the  king. 

"  And,  to  omit  many  other  things  for  which  your 
lordihip  has  fufficient  authority,  and  which  would  not 
be  invidious  to  the  beans,  nor  injurious  to  any  others ; — 
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"  Laftly,  to  provide  that  the  meetings  of  the  clergy, 
which  are  lately  encouraged  for  the  reformation  of  man- 
ners, fhould  be  under  the  infpection  and  prefidence  of 
each  rural  "titan.  For,  my  lord,  with  all  fubmiffion,  if  that 
popular  practice  goes  on  in  Bedfordshire,  &c,  it  will  be 
foon  neceffary  for  your  lordfliip  to  interpofe  your  judg- 
ment and  authority  in  advifirig  and  directing  thofe  con- 
ventions ;  or  elfe  that  new  project,  however  fpccious 
and  laudable  in  itfelf,  will,  by  the  malice  of  enemies,  or 
the  indifcretion  of  friends,  turn,  I  fear,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  church  and  the  growth  of  taction. ..." 

"I  cannot  but  think  it  would  do  well,"  fays  Dr.  Brett, 
"  if  my  lords  the  biihops  thought  fit '  to  divide  their 
burthens :  if  they  would  but  appoint  an  artftprisbptEt  in 
every  fcranrg  (for  all  our  dioceffes  are  divided  into  fuch), 
they  might  leffen  their  care  by  it,  and  the  whole  church 
of  England  might  be  the  better  for  it  Would  they 
conftitute  fome  grave  divine  in  every  divifion,  to  be 
a  rural  atari3,  not  for  a  year,  but  quamdiufe  beni  geferit, 


Epift.  Ventrab.        (')  "  Quit  nan  videat  quanta  JU  melhu  film  enorme  pondus  eccle- 

bmt.  SiST    fi&>«*  reg*"***  in  phtret,  qui  hoc  dijpertitum  faaJSu  firant,  dfokS, 

fc™8- '-'^        quhm  wiumjubfafcc  quern  portare  non poffit  opprimL"     (Editor.) 

Ecdef.  Cnurlf  (*)  ^e  EcclefiaJUcal  Comm\ffion  (A.D.  mdccciiiij.)  Report,  in  ila 

Report,  p.  90.      fuggefHons  relative  to  the  alterations  of  e lifting  laws  touching  property 

in  church-pews,  pvopofes, "  That  a  commiffion  (hall  iffne  in  each  diocefe. 

directed  to  the  archdeacon  or  archdeacons,  or  one  or  more  of  the  rural 

bums,  requiring  them,  in  conjunction  with  two   other  individuals,  to 

make  a  full  inveftigation  at  to  the  pews  and  feats  claimed  to  be  held  in 

each  pariih -church  or  chapel  by  faculty  or  prefcription;  that  where  fuch 

claims  /hall  be  eftablilhed  to  the  fatisfaction  of  the  commifuonere,  a 

record  of  the  fame,  to  be  kept  in  the  regifrry  of  the  diocefe,  Ihall  be 

The  Report  further  recommends  that  the  commifTionen  be  inverted 
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vicarage-houfes  in  his  Status  once  a  year  (which  a  «mc« 
biftiop  and  archdeacon  cannot  do  in  many),  and  obferve 
in  what  repair  they  are  kept ;  and  where  he  rinds  any 
thing  amhs,  give  orders  to  have  it  rectified ;  and,  if  it 
be  not  done  in  fome  reasonable  time,  then  have  power 
to  impofe  fome  light  cenfure  on  the  offenders ;  and  if 
that  prove  infuflicient,  then  acquaint  the  fuperior  ordi- 
nary with  it,  that  further  care  may  be  taken.  Whereas 
this  matter  being  left  now  altogether  to  the  minifter  and 
churchwardens,  they  favour  one  another;  and  by  this 
means  many  churches  are  ready  to  fell  down,  and  the 
parfonage  and  vicarage-houfes  become  exceedingly  dila- 
pidated1; and  the  parfon  or  vicar  dying  infolvent,  the 
next  incumbent  gets  a  view  of  the  houfe,  proves  himfelf 
not  to  be  the  dilapidatour ;  this  is  entered  upon  record 
in  the  fpiritual  court ;  and  then  the  houfe  drops  down, 
and  nobody  is  obliged  to  build  it  again." 


with  foil  power  to  determine  all  cafes  of  difputed  right  in  pews  not  held 
by  faculty  or  prefcription,  as  the  conrfe  moll  effectual  for  their  fpeedy 
derifioB- 

"  We  find  in  parochial  violations,"  fays  Chancellor  Martin  of  the  Eai&aftical 
diocefe  of  Exeter,  "  that  great  difficulties  arife  not  only  in  compelling;  Soccnuui^ 
ordinary  repairs  at  the  pariih  charge,  but  ftill  greater  fometimes  in  com-  P- 9"- 
pelling  the  repair  of  aides,  chancels,  or  prefcriptive  or  faculty  pews,  the 
property  of  individuals. — As  a  remedy  for  all  ihefe  evils,  I  would  fugged 
that  the  archdeacons  (hould  be  enabled  to  order  fnmmarily,  on  infpec- 
tion,  or  report  of  the  bran  rural,  all  repairs  of  churches ;  and  if  refilled, 
{hould  have  power  to  name  the  Oran  rural,  or  fome  other  perfon,  to  pro- 
fecute,  at  the  pariih  charge,  either  in  die  archdeacon's  or  conliilorial 
court." 

(')  There  b  at  prefent  no  fecurity  fiir  the  proper  expenditure  of  %Tfffijffi^P°< 
money  received  for  dilapidation*.    I  would  therefore  propofe  that  every  udcccxxxii.  ' 

N  2  perfon 
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"  This  itan  might  be  impowered  to  admoniflt  any  of 
his  clergy  which  live  diforderly,  firft  by  himfelf  alone, 
and  then  in  the  prefence  of  two  or  three  of  his  brethren ; 
and  then,  if  there  be  no  amendment  after  the  third 
admonition,  to  fufpend  him  ab  officio,  for  a  month ;  and 
if  that  prove  ineffectual,  then  to  acquaint  the  bifliop  or 
archdeacon  with  the  matter,  that  fome  further  conrfe 
may  be  taken.  He  might  alfo  have  power  to  call  the 
clergy  of  his  titanrj),  once  a  quarter,  to  a  vifitation ;  where, 
after  a  fermon  preached,  they  fhould  confer  of  what  con- 
cerns their  miniftry,  and  the  occafions  of  their  parifhes. 
And  he  might  likewifc  be  the  perfon  to  be  confulted 
with,  when  any  one  of  riper  years  is  to  be  baptized. 
Thus  would  the  offices  both  of  bifliop  and  archdeacon 
be  very  much  eafed,  if  thefe  rural  Utsns  might  divide  the 
burthen  with  them.  I  am  fure,  for  want  of  thefe,  many 
things  are  left  undone  which  ought  to  be  done.  The 
■  decretal  therefore  ftrictly  enjoyns  every  biOiop  to  have 
his  arcftprrsbEttr*,  and  lays, '  Altho'  the  bifliop  be  never 
fo  well  qualified  for  his  office,  yet  he  ought  to  divide 
his  burthens.  And  that  as  he  prefides  in  the  mother 
church,  fo  fhould  the  arrfjjmsbgters  in  their  fereral  pre- 


perfon  who  has  received  Inch  Ihonld  produce  a  certificate,  within  two 
years  (the  time  allowed  by  law),  that  it  has  been  duly  expended  upon 
the  repairs  ; — and  to  this  certificate  the  fignature  of  die  titan  ratal  of  the 
diftrict  Ihonld  be  attached,  npon  the  evidence  of  a  diocefan  fnrveyor, 
who  Ihonld  be  appointed  for  all  focfa  parpofes,  with  a  view  to  local 
knowledge. 

The  ex  peace  of  taking  faculties,  to  anthorife  alterations,  erecting  orna- 
ments, Ac.  in  churches,  is  fometimes  made  a  difficulty : — Would  it  not 
be  beneficial  to  fnbltitute  an  order,  under  the  hand  of  the  rural  bum, 
connterfigned  by  the  archdeacon  or  bilbop,  and  filed  in  the  regifter? 
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cincts,  that  the   ecclefiaftical  care  may   be  faulty  in 
nothing.'  " 

From  Biftiop  Seeker's  Fifth  Charge,  delivered  to  the  g£"J  &c 
clergy  of  the  diocefe  of  Oxford,  A.D.  mdccliii.,  I  cite  the  gd  c*^ V 
following  eulogy  of  the  rutf-tittanal  office.    Every  thing 
from  his  pen  is  worthy  of  tranfeription. 

"Another  very  ufeful  inftitution,  for  thefe  and  many 
valuable  purpofes,  was  that  of  rural  beans :  which  took 
place  here  before  the  Conqueft;  was  kept  up  till  the 
great  rebellion ;  was  reftored  afterwards  in  feveral  dio- 
cefes,  and  particularly  in  this,  by  the  admirable  Biftiop 
Fell ;  was  found  not  quite  extinct ;  and  was  completely 
revived  by  the  late  excellent  biftiop  of  Gloucefter(Benfon) 
in  that  county ;  and  is  preferred  to  this  day  in  fome  parts 
of  the  nation  befides." 

"  Thefe  beans  being  chofen  out  of  the  relident  parochial 
clergy,  could  infpect,  with  fmall  trouble,  the  churches 
and  parilhes  within  their  feveral  narrow  diftricts ;  and 
being  bound  to  report  what  they  found  amifs,  could  do 
it  with  little  or  no  offence.  In  the  latter  end  of  Queen 
Anne's,  and  the  beginning  of  the  late  king's  reign,  the 
Convocation  made  fome  progrefe  towards  the  re-eftablifli- 
ment  and  better  regulation  of  this  office.  When  that, 
or  any  other  branch  of  discipline,  may  be  the  fubject  of 
public  consideration  again,  is  very  uncertain.  I  fliould 
be  very  glad,  with  your  approbation,  to  fet  it  up  once 
more  amongft  us,  in  iuch  form  as  might  be  moll  bene- 
ficial and  Satisfactory :  but  contented,  at  prefent,  with 
hinting  the  matter,  I  leave  and  recommend  it  to  your 
ferious  thoughts." 

Eminent  prelates  in   other  fees,  fays  Archdeacon  am^St 
Bayley,  have  never  ceafed  to  exprefe  the  fame  regret  of  ^shST""* 

«MC„v.P.7. 
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the  want  of  rural  beans,  with  partial  effect  indeed,  but 
with  increasing  importunity,  to  the  prefent  hour.  See 
the  Bithop  of  Offory's  Charge  (Dr.  CyBeime)  to  the  Clergy 
of  his  Diocefe,  at  hit  Primary  Vifitation  in  mdccicv.  (Ser- 
mons and  Charges,  Vol.  i.  p.  229,  and  note):  and  for  the 
opinions  of  many  living  diecefans,  fee  the  SJpjitnfilx  of 
Bocumems,  Part  n. 
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SECTION  IV. 

Conclusion. 

BT  has  been  attempted,  in  the  fecond  part  of  ft*-*-* 
;  the  preceding  notes  and  extracts,  to  (hew  m.M.t«ii-**& 

,         r  °  '  ,  Note,  te  Dr. 

!  that  the  functionary,  whom  we  now  call  a  Pri"i*'i  bh^ 
'■  bean  ratal,  is  of  high  antiquity  in  the  Chriftian 
church — his  archetype  being  to  be  found  in  records  of 
the  fourth  century :— -to  point  out  the  particular  circum- 
stances of  his  institution  in  the  fynod  of  Laodicea  (A.D. 
ccclxiv.) — where,  as  a  parochial  vifltor,  under  the  title 
of  nEFio&Enrrfli,  he  fupplanted  the  previous  helpmate  of 
the  urban  bifhop,  the  xopEinxKonos : — and,  laitly,  to 
declare  the  identity  of  his  office  under  the  changeable 
appellations  of  bjupxox,  nrnTonpEZBrrBPOx,  npoToiEPErz, 
and  npoTonAiiAX. 

.   From  Afia  Minor,  an  endeavour  has  been  made  (with  *c  ^."V.1- 
what  fuccefs  the  reader  will  decide)  to  trace  the  office  pun.  ('«, ' 
into  Weftem  Europe,  in  the  perfons  of  the  bfcan  artfj- p'    ' 
presbgtrr  of  the  church  of  Tours,  and  the  bfcarfous  bfsftoi 
of  Saint  Gregory's  diocefe.    And  many  pages  have  been 
devoted  to  the  obfeure  hiltory  of  the  primary  tticanus 
rpfetopf  of  the  Britifh  Ifles — his  apparent  origin,  and  early 
functions  in  our  then  newly-created  btamfts.    What  thofe 
functions  were  in  Ante-Norman  England,  and  for  a  period 
of  nearly  Eve  centuries  after  the  Conqueft,  during  the  full 
exercife  of  the  rurf-Uftanal  government,  it  is  unneceffary 
to  recapitulate. 
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But  it  is  worth  remembering,  as  of  intereft  to  our- 
felves,  and  of  importance  to  the  prefcriptive  claims  of 
the  office  (if  ever  again  to  be  acknowledged  in  its  inte- 
grity), that  almoft  all  the  duties  performed  by  the 
Oriental  bfsftors,  under  the  fucceflive  titles  of  tftinm- 
tursators,  exarcfcs,  protoprfrsfs,  and  protopopts  in  the  Greek 
church,  and  by  the  Occidental  bisftots,  under  thofe  of 
arrfrprltsts-bftan  and  titans  rural  in  the  Latin  church, 
were  concentrated  during  the  period  adverted  to  (that 
is,  from  the  Conqueft  to  the  Reformation),  in  the  presi- 
dents of  the  Ucanries  of  Great  Britain.  How  numerous 
and  important  thofe  duties  were,  the  foregoing  fheets 
abundantly  teftify.  And,  while  we  reflect  thereon,  and 
contrail  the  prefent  deteriorated  condition  of  the  office — 
the  almoft  entire  lofs  of  ail  that  can  be  called  jurisdic- 
tion, both  personal  and  capsular  (the  latter  is  utterly 
gone),  from  the  date  of  the  Reformation  to  the  prefent 
time,  and  only  here  and  there  a  partial  effort  made  to 
reftore  the  former  and  none  to  reftore  the  latter,  we 
cannot  but  exprefs  our  forrow  and  aftonifhment  that  the 
church  of  England  mould  have  been  fo  long  left  deftitute 
(for  want  of  fome  general  legislative  enactment)  of  fuch 
a  valuable  inftitution  as  rural  titans  and  dfrnpttrs — fo 
ancillary  to  her  ephcopal  government,  and  incorporated 
with  the  very  eflentials  of  her  rural  church-regime.  See 
my  fuggeftions  for  the  re-organization  of  ruri-tottartal 
associations,  in  Part  v.  Sect.  iv. 

For  three  centuries,  it  mult  be  confeffed,  our  larger 
diocefes  have  been  fuifering  from  the  lack  of  local  ortrf- 
narirt,  and  of  that  moft  ufeful  exercife  of  difcipline1, 

(')  The  writer  refers  particularly  to  his  remarks  under  the  head  of 
Parochial  Vifilattim,  in  Part  it.  Sect,  it.,  and  Sect.  v.  chap.  vu.  §  6 ; 


Sect.  IV.]  ttc-ntltiftfon. 

parochial  vifitation ;  which  none  but  ratal  brans  can 
effectually  fupply.  With  Atterbury,  then1,  we  cannot 
but  deplore  the  decay  of  their  excellent,  canonical  office 
— "  which  contributed  fo  much  to  fupport  and  enliven 
the  discipline  of  the  church  in  by-gone  days,  and  might 


alio  to  Archdeacon  Goddard 's  Evidence  befort  Out  Ecclefiajltcal  Court*' 
Commffionert,  quoted  in  the  flpptnoix,  Lincoln  Document* ;  and  to 
Bifhop  Murfh's  Charge,  Peterborough  Document* — for  proofi  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  of  parochial  vifitation  by  oraM  rural. 

(')  Such  admonitory  expreffions  of  regret  at  the  uon-exiftence  of 
Drang  rural  in  fome  diocefes,  and  comparative  inefficiency,  or  much- 
impaired  ufefolnefa  in  others  (for  want  of  an  improved  code  of  church- 
difcipline  to  regulate  the  conftitution  of  the  office  in  general — to  give  it 
more  of  a  legal  exiflence— and  sftablilh  it  on  a  more  uniform  fyflem), 
would  be  more  likely,  perhaps,  to  produce  the  defired  effect  of  an  uni- 
verfal  revival  and  efficient  ditbibntion  of  thefe  local  oroinariw  throughout 
the  diocefes  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  if  I  were  here,  with  all  defe- 
rence, to  fubmit  to  the  attention  of  the  hierarchy,  whofe  buGnefe  alone  it 
in  to  regulate  their  fubordinala  church-police,  fuch  points,  collectively, 
in  the  ancient  economy  of  the  office,  ita  appointment,  and  function* 
(fcattered  through  the  preceding  pages),  as  would  tend  mod  materially 
to  improve  ita  prefent  conllitutiou,  and  augment  its  influence  and  uti- 
lity. But,  in  truth,  thefe  pages  have  already  been  extended  fo  far  beyond 
what  I  ever  contemplated,  and  the  Spnmoii  is  fo  much  more  copious 
than  I  expected,  that,  inftead  of  a  Jynopticai  rneto  of  the  improvements 
of  which  the  ruri-httJtnal  machinery  is,  in  my  humble  judgment,  capable, 
I  muft  refer  the  reader,  in  general  terms,  to  the  feveral  heads  or  titles 
of  the  foregoing  work,  under  which  he  will  find  enrolled  what  few  expe- 
rimental fnggeftions  my  refearches  have  fnmilhed  towards  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  office,  in  couftitution  and  practice.  And  particularly,  I  would 
point  his  attention  to  the  fnggeftions  of  the  Convocation  under  Queen 
Anne,  and  to  thofe  of  Dr.  White  Kennett  addrefled  to  Bifhop  Gardiner, 
not  long  ago  quoted  in  detail  The  Jnjlrtictiom  of  fome  exil'ting  pre- 
lates to  their  Drana  rural,  it  mail  be  granted,  go  far  to  improve  the 
utility  of  the  office ;  and  will,  I  hope,  attract  the  notice  of  others,  where 
it  is  illrfnflained  or  unknown. 
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be  of  equal  ufe  again,  if  the  powers  heretofore  annexed 
to  it  were  duly  revived  and  executed." 
c£it<bfkf  "  *n  matters  of  public  government"  (I  agree  with  the 
^fif^jb™'  archdeacon  of  Totnefe,  and  would  that  in  after-life  he 
mdccviii.  na(j  practifed  what  he  taught!)  "it  is  the  buflnefs  of 
private  perfons  to  make  the  belt  ufe  they  can  of  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  without  endeavouring  to  difturb 
it  by  new  models  and  fchemes,  which  they  think  may 
be  of  more  fervice '.  But  when  a  main  branch  of  our 
ancient  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  hath  been  dropped  by 
a  gradual  difuie,  no  man's  modefty  needs  reftrain  him 
from  interpofing,  towards  a  revival  of  it.  And  that  is 
the  cafe  of  ratal  Senna  and  chapters;  which  is  no  new- 
fangled device,  but  an  inflitution  of  venerable  age,  by 
long  experience  approved,  and  practifed  with~greater  in- 
fluence and  fuccefs  in  this  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Chriftendom.  We  are  fure,  therefore,  that s  it  is  well 
adapted  to  our  conftitution,  and  would  be  fo  far  from 

(')  "  There  is  no  furer  way  to  reform  wifely,"  fays  Biibop  Gibfon  in 
the  Preface  to  his  Codex  I.E.  A.  p.  it.,  "  and  to  render  reformations  of 
all  kinds  unexceptionable  and  inoftenfive,  than  the  reftoring  of  ancient 
difcipline  (which  has  been  loft  by  difuie)  where  it  appears  to  be  for  the 
benefit  of  the  church."  (Editor.) 
A  llumbU Pro-  (*)  We  need  not  fear,  in  the  words  of  an  anonymous  Lincolnftiire 
oEfaj'AnfoK*  presbyter,  "  that  fuch  Brans  and  rfcapttr*  will  be  found  contrariant  to 
tkm,  ftc.  p.  41.  the  law,  or  repugnant  to  royal  authority  ;  feeing  that  very  certificate  of 
all  the  judges  of  England,  made  in  anfwer  to  the  queftion  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Star-Cham  ber,  about  the  lawfulnef*  of  church  proceedings  and 
vifltatjons,  refolves,  *  that  bilhops,  archdeacons,  and  other  ecclefiaftical 
perlbna,  may  keep  their  vifitationi  as  nfually  they  have  done,  without 
commiflion  under  the  great  feal  fo  to  do !'  Nor  ought  they  to  do  any 
thing  but  what  the  diocefan  himfelf  may  do ;  for  they  act  by  his  power, 
and  in  his  Head.  So  that  if  their  meeting  be  unlawful,  acting  regularly 
under  him,  his  power  would  be  alio  unlawful." 
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interfering,  that  it  would  fall-in  with  the  other  parts  of 
it,  and  even  contribute  to  fupport  and  ftrengthen  them; 
and  enable  thofe  who  in  an  higher  fphere  hold  the 
reins  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  (too  long  and  too  much 
flackened)  to  guide  tbem  to  better  advantages  than  they 
do,  or  can  do  at  prefent." 

"  Some  favourable  juncture  may  arife,  when  our  fupe- 
riors  in  church  and  ftate  fhall  lay  thefe  matters  to  heart, 
and  think  them  worthy  of  their  moft  ferious  and  wife 
confideration.    And  fure  I  am,  that,  if  ever  a  re-efta- 
bliihmcnt  of  church-difcipline  in  its  vigour  be  fincerely  s*  Arcid««m 
intended,  one,  and  a  chief,  method  of  promoting  it  muft  ta^a^p 
be  by  a  reftoration  of  rural  Beans  and  r&aytm,  to  the  full  mm^zti. 
extent  of  their  ancient  powers."  p'7" 

So  fpake  Dr.  Atterbury  to  the  clergy  of  the  archdea-  jomtue^. 
conry  of  Totnefs,  in  the  early  part  of  the  laft  century '.  M%$k£ZZ'. 
And  a  namelefe  contemporary,  equally  anxious  for  "  the  £j  p^i*"*" 
ancient  way  of  tfrans  and  riaptxrs  being  reftored  in  each' 
tttanarg  of  this  nation,"  "  humbly  requefts  the  favour  of 


( ')  This  author  of  A  Humble  Propofalfor  Parochial  Reformation  by  Chip,  i,  p.  i*. 
rejlwing  rani  QratW  and  chapters,  according  to  the  Ancient  Way  of  the 
Church,  thus  combats  fuppofed  objections  to  bis  plea  on  the  pretext  of 
die  impaired  utility  of  the  inftitution  during  the  latter  period  of  its  ez- 
ifience: — "Bnt  fome  may  fay,  that  Chriftian  difcipline  declined  in  the 
latter  times  of  thefe  brans  and  chapters.  Be  it  fo  ;  for  there  was  a  general 
decay  of  zeal,  whofe  bellows  were  not  ufed  to  blow  off  die  dead  afhes : 
yet  it  never  quite  funk,  till  Otto's  fatal  canon,  that  ordered  archdeacons 
to  fit  in  thofe  c&astetS.  And  the  Roman  indulgences,  porchaieable  in 
open  market,  by  the  taxa  Camera  Apqfioticte,  and  fometimea  vended  by 
miflkmariea  at  half  the  rate,  and  often  men's  fins  difchorged  for  vifiting 
fome  altar,  that  the  Pope  indulged,  did  much  hinder  the  chapter's  dili- 
gence, and  the  people's  repentance,  which  were  baffled  by  fuch  pardons. 
But  thefe  things  are  now  in  the  grave.''     See  more  in  loco. 
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the  facred  Convocation  to  weigh  the  concern,  and  exa- 
mine the  truth  of  this  matter — Whether  the  difcipline 
of  the  church  be  not  decayed,  for  want  of  proper  inftru- 
ments  to  cany  it  home  to  the  confciences  of  all  our 
people  ? — Whether  a  parochial  incumbent  (landing  alone, 
be  not  too  weak  to  controul  the  crimes  of  parifhioners? 
■ — Whether  every  incumbent  can  be  thought  fufficient 
to  affoil  every  difficulty  that  can  come  before  hhn?— 
Whether  rich  parifhioners  are  not  apt  to  contemn  their 
poor  vicar? — Whether  there  needs  not  .fome  gentle 
method  to  apply  to,  in  fome  differences  between  a  mini- 
fter  and  his  contending  neighbour,  without  running  to 
citations  and  allegations  ? — -Whether  an  archdeacon  that 
lives  thirty,  forty,  or  fifty  miles  off  can  be  the  eye  of 
his  diocefan  to  look  into  every  toranarp?  or  can  cure 
all  its  fores  by  vifiting  in  fome  one  place  one  day  in  fix 
months  r — Whether  an  apparitor  be  the  only  face  fit  to 
he  fhewn  to  the  people  ? — Whether  a  diocefan's  wife 
and  holy  confults  for  his  people's  good  can  be  beft 
reprefented  by  a  furly  proctor  ? — Tho'  a  diocefan  be,  of 
our  Lord's  appointment,  an  overfeer  of  his  diocei's,  yet 
whether  he  can  look1  into  all  places  without  many  other 
eyes  befides  his  own  ? — Whether  his  courts  and  compul- 
fories  fhould  not  be  his  laft  remedy,  after  milder  ways 
ufed  by  fuch  beans  and  chapters,  before  the  matter  comes 
to  a  paroxyi'm? — Whether  epifcopal  admonition  and 

E^f'Lf.16.  (*)  "People,  with  good  looking  to,  may  be  kept  right  in  their  way: 

jt,        vv'    '    but  if  die  bilhop  live  forty  miles  from  them,  and  the  archdeacons  twenty, 

then  optfcks  fail ;  fo  <hat  the  people  fee  not  them,  nor  they  the  people. 

Bat  thefe  lit  an*  and  (pjmtmt,  living  always  among  them,  will  be  able, 

and  ready  to  fupply  the  needs  of  the  church,  in  the  kindeft  methods  to 

the  people." 
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correption  are  not  better  applied  by  neighbour  minifters 
than  profane  ftrangers  ?  " 

Let  us,  then,  join  our  fervent  wiihes  with  the  expreffed 
recommendations  of  thefe  good  and  learned  men,  now 
no  more,  for  the  reftoration  of  fuch  efficient  inftruments 
of  fpiritual  government.  Let  us  earnestly  hope  that1 
local  orbfnarits,  aided  by  local  chapters,  may  be  generally 
inftituted  throughout  the  diocefes  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland.  In  far  too  many,  brans  rural  are  altogether 
wanting ;  and  where  exifting,  they  need  more  of  a  formal 
and  legitimate  eftablifhment,  amplified  powers,  and  ac- 
knowledged authority.  In  all,  the  fpiritual  ruler  of  the 
brant])  is  unaffifted  by  his  primitive  and  ufeful  adjunct — 
the  rural  c&aptet— fo  well  fitted  (as  we  have  elfewhere  Attortwj'i 
faid,  but  cannot  too  often  repeat)  to  keep  up  order  and  ctr^  e/iw- 
uniformity,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  correfpondence  SmWu- 
among  the  neighbouring  clergy;  to  arm  them  againft 
common  dangers  and  difficulties ;  and  enable  them  every 
way  to  promote  the  intereft  of  religion  and  virtue,  and 
the  good  of  fouls  committed  to  their  charge.  (See 
Part  v.  Sect.  iv.  SuggeJHons  for  the  re-organization  of 
rurf-oiraual  associations ;  and  Fart  vi.  Sect  in.,  Sir  N. 
Bacon's  Speech  from  D'Ewes  s  Journals. 

Let  us  join  in  common  wiihes  for  the  attainment  of 


( ' )  The  writer  is  happy  to  notify,  that  Aran*  rural  have  been  eftabliihed 
in  the  diocefes  of  Canterbury,  London,  and  Worcefter,  fince  he  publiflied 
Dr.Prianlx'B  little  Tract  on  the  fnbject,  in  the  fpring  of  hucccxxxii. 
If  the  prefent  publication  fhonld  be  inftrumental  to  their  appointment 
in  other  large  diocefea,  by  directing  the  attention  of  the  diocefans  to  the 
utility  of  the  office,  he  will  be  amply  remunerated  for  the  labour  and 
expence  of  this  compilation. 
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this  common  object l ;  and  let  not  thofe,  who  are  in- 
vefted  with  the  duties  of  the  office,  forget,  in  the  mean 
while,  to  exert  the  perfonal  powers  of  which,  under  their 
relpective  diocefans,  they  are  ftill,  by  delegation,  indu- 
bitably poffeffed.  The  office*  of  titan  rural  is  ftill  a 
grave  truft,  as  it  carries  with  it  the  infpection  of  the 
morals  and  miniftrations  of  the  clergy,  and  the  care  of 
the  church  fabric  and  utenfils ; — not s  merely  fuftaining, 
or  feeing  fuftained,  in  becoming  repair,  the  ftructures 
confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  and  preferving  all  things 
relating  to  the  fervices  of  the  altar,  the  defk,  and  the 
pulpit,  decent  and  clean,  but  fupporting  thefe  monuments 


Charge  tt  tie  (')  The  more  obftructions  we  find  towards  exerting  the  jynodical 

Sft^fSf**"     P°wer  °^  *"•■  chuwmi  the  more  reafon  we  have  to  make  inferior  jniifdic- 

bdcciii.  Uoqb  uleful ;  and  to  do  all  that  we  can,  in  oar  feveral  places  and  liations, 

to  prefer ve  the  poor  remains  of  church-difcipline  we  enjoy,  in  their  due 

life  and  vigour ;  fince  we  are  not  at  yet  likely  either  to  retrieve  what  is 

loll,  or  enforce  what  la  left,  by  new  fanctions;— a  work  which  deferves 

the  bell  willies  and  afiiftances  of  every  man  who  has  regard  for  the  inierell 

of  religion,  and  for  the  honour  and  authority  of  the  church  of  England. 

Thoiniiiin.  V.  tt  "  -W*  ""*  *'c  extimviare  debet,  aut  accendere,  honori*  privati  cupiditat, 

N.  E.  D.  Put  i.  fed  ontinit,  pacifqtte,  et  leg-urn  Jlagrantiffitnm  amor,  qmnimmd  tt  qflirii 

p.  US.      '  ratio  ac  necejitai,ut  dignitatem  qud  induti  fumtii,  jtiribui  honoribufqite 

Ju.ii  nan  finarmu  exui ;  Jed  quaiem  quantamque  accepimus,  tranfmit- 

tamus  fucceffbribtu." 

Jur.EccifJ.Univ.       (*)  "Bine  apparel,"  fays  Von  Efpen,  after  a  long  enumeration  of 

cu.iii.Vso.     *nt>(pftfb])tnal   outtts,  "  qfltcium  atthtnrestanttfalr  graviua  fane  effe, 

quam  vulgo  apprehenditur ;  atque  ad  Ulud  rum  eJJe  affhmendo*,  nift  qui 

zela,  tt  pietate  pajloribut  prxeant,  ac  ed  doclrina  Jint  et  erudUione,  qui 

et  pajloribut  confiiia,  et  falutaria  monita  dare  pqffint;   et  exaoti  ac 

prudenter  defectut  parochiarum  abfervan,  et  ad  epj/bopum  referre." 

(')  The  following  Letter,  addrefled  to  the  QMM  of  Shriittiaiiitn.  of  the 
diocefe  of  Ipres  (A.D.  mdcclxviii.),  by  Bilhop  F,  I.  Hubert  de  Wavrans, 
will  not  be  unacceptable  to  my  brother  rural  brand,  as  an  admonitory 
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of  ancient  piety,  in  their  original  beauty  and  magni- 
ficence, left  "  the  face  of  religion  be  vilified,  while  it  be  bmu>p  Bode* 
kept  up."  Thefe  particulars  are  expreffly  included  in  oX. 
the  Bttanal  oath,  wherever  it  obtains — are  pointedly  fet 
forth  in  the  written  commiffion — or  implied  in  the  act  of 
appointment;  the  confcientious  fulfilment  of  which  is  a 
matter  of  great  confequence  to  all  who  undertake  the 
ancient,  honourable,  and  ufeful  charge  of  3&3B-1&&1 
V&gttt. 


canon  of  particular  duties. — The  diocefan  charges  the  beans,  "  Ut  nimi- 
rurn  cum  omni  folicitndine  ecclefiamm  nitorem  et  ornatum  pracurare  et 
augere  ftudeant,  nihilque  in  ei*  patiantur,  quod  domum  Dei,  et  locum 
habitations  gloria;  tjut  dedeceat .  . .  . — .  .  Cum  veropleraque  ex  illia,  qua 
ad  mundiliem  nitoremque  ecclefiamm  pertinent,  cujfadibui  incumbant, 
eotfttpiut  monebunt  btrant  et  injtruent  in  its,  qum  juijunt  munerit  in 
hoc  parte ;  Slot  hortando,  ut  ea  omnia  religiose  mpleant,  curentque 
prtedpui,  ut  facram  JupeUectilem  fibi  concreditam,  mundam,  nUidam, 
et  beni  compofitam  habeant,  ac  quasque  fuo  loco  indies  deponant .... 
—  .  .  Denique,  cum  ccemeteria  fml  Loco,  benedict  a,  in  quibue  ChriJH 
Jtdelet  injpem  rrjttrrectionu  quiefcunt,  et  eatenun,  vt  ad  ipfa*  eccUfiai 
proxime  fpectantia  confiderari  debeant;  eorum  quoque  et  meritd  magna 
ratio  habenda  eft.  Curent  itaque  omni,  ut  quidquid  horum  locorum 
fanctitatem  dedecet,  foliate  amoeeatur ;  eaque  muru,fqffU,autfepibui, 
tibi  uU&  ratione  fieri  potent.  Ha  concluduntur,  Ut  equis,  vaccit,  porcu, 
ovibut,  aiiifque  fimilibus  atamaUbut  majoribus  et  immundit  nuUut  ad 
ea  pateat  ingreffiu."  This  paftoral  letter  and  inftructions  of  the  bifhop 
of  Iprea  I  had  not  feen,  when  my  obfervations  on  the  due  confervation 
of  churchyards  were  written  (fee  Vol.  I.  p.  327—8),  or  I  Ihould  have  there 
adduced  them  in  fupport  of  my  remarks. 
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COHFKI1IMO 

jFormulK  of  appofntmt nt,  Sbrjnobital  anfc  Episcopal  JEnstrattions, 
Sotunuut*  illuittratibc  of  ttji  ®ffi«  of  Bran  Rural. 


PART    I. 

Continental  Sontmtnts. 


VII. 
VUI. 


Jfranct. 
Diocese  of  Anas. 

Avouches. 

Bemncon. 

Coutances. 

Melon. 

Metz. 

Rhcima. 

Saint  Omer. 
Sees. 

Net;btrlanD». 
.  Diocese  of  Boia-Ie-Dnc. 


V.  .     *     .     Tournay. 

VI.  .     .     .    Yprea. 

fflnrmanji. 
Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Augsburg. 


Sect.  111.  Diocese  of  Briien. 

Cologne. 

Constance. 

Eichstadt. 

Frejmiagea. 

Osnaburg. 

Prague. 

Ratiabon. 

Triers. 


VIII. 

IX. 

X. 

XI. 
XII. 


VruwU. 
Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Culm. 


ifctoirjnlano. 
Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Bitten. 


Xtalo. 
Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Acqni. 


ftiHis. 
Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Moscow  &  Kaluga. 
II.  Lutheran  Church  of  Russia. 
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Sppmoij. — Socumtnt* 

RtuUnt  ant  iHo&trn. 

PART   II. 

Xnglfs!)  Documents. 

Sect.  I.  Diocese  of  Canterbury. 

SECT.  XV.  Diocese  of  Hereford. 

II.     . 

.     York. 

XVI.   . 

.    Lichfield  &  Coventry. 

III.    . 

London. 

XVII.  . 

Lincoln. 

IV.    . 

Durham. 

XVIII. . 

.     LLandaff. 

V.     . 

.     Winchester. 

XIX.   . 

.     Norwich. 

VI.    . 

.    Bangor. 

XX    . 

.     Oxford. 

VII.    . 

.     Bath  and  Wells. 

XXI.   . 

.     Peterborough. 

VIII.  . 

.     Bristol. 

XXII.  . 

.     Rochester. 

IX.    . 

.     Carlisle. 

XXIII.  . 

Saint  Asaph. 

X.     . 

.     Chester. 

XXIV.  . 

Saint  David's. 

XI.     . 

.    Chichester. 

XXV.    . 

Salisbury. 

xn.  . 

.     Ely. 

XXVI.  . 

.     Worcester. 

XIII.  . 

.     Exeter. 

XXVII.  . 

So  dor  and  Han. 

XIV.   . 

Gloucester. 

PAR 

r  in. 

SbtofcB  3octtn»nts. 

PAR 

r  iv. 

Jris6  9octtmtnts. 

A  S  tome  of  my  readers  may  not  happen  to  possess  Bishop  Beveridge's 
Sjnooiton,  and  yet  be  desirous  of  referring  to  it  for  the  glosses  of  the  Laodicean 
Canon,  to  often  adverted  to  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  work,  I  venture  to  re-affix, 
by  way  of  motto  to  this  ftpptnbix  (for  it  hat  appeared  already  on  the  title  page), 
that  important  provincial  decree  of  the  Asiatic  Father*,  which  is  supposed  to  have 
originated  the  office  o/otan  rural  in  the  Christian  Church. 

The  canon  in  question — t7*t?  ffty-sexxnUi  of  the  Synod  of  Laodicea  in  Phrygia 
Pacatiana — (confirmed  by  the  cecumenic  council  of  Chalcedon)  appoints  $rMQntuaI 
StinreantsS,  or  ITifiitorP  of  tfjc  nuttttn,  instead  of  Bishop*.     It  it  here  again  brought 
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forward,  far  the  take  of  placing  in  juxta-position  with  the  original  law  the  entire 
giant*  and  annotation*  of  B&lsamon,  Zonaras,  Aristenns,  and  Beveridge;  and  to 
presenting  to  the  reader  a  synoptical  view  cf  all  the  documentary  illustration*  of  the 
Office  of  ittm  twal,  ab  antique,  which  curiosity  can  require,  and  industry  supply. 

KANONES  THS  EN  AAOAIKEIA  IIAKATIANH2  *PYriAS  SYrKPOTHGEHHZ 
SYNOAOY  EX  4IA»OPON  EnAPXIQN  THZ  A2IANH2.« 

KANON  rf*. 

or  AEI  EN  TAIZ  KOHAIZ  KAI  EN  TAIZ  SOP  All  KAeiZTAXeAl  BniZKOItOYZ,  AAAA 
IIEPIOAEYTAZ'  tOtt  MENTOI  HAH  nPOKATAZTAeENTAZ,  MHAEN  nPATTEIW 
ANEY  rNOMHZ  TOY  EmZKOOOY  TOY  EN  TH  nOAEL  QZAYTQZ  AE  EAI  TOYZ 
npEIBYTEPOYZ  MHAEN  nPATTEW  ASEY  TBI  rNQMHZ  TOY  EmZKOHOY. 

2X0AIA. 
BaAZAMON.  'AXAnJ  ftiv  Katrirn  i"  rout  Ktifuat  xal  iy  toT(  x<°P'°"^  XOP  ElllZKOflO Y2  xal 
■xpteflvripow;  xaBia-raetat  iitupitravro.  i  Si  ira/iiiv  xavair  IIEPIOAEYTAZ  ■aapaxiktvtrau 
yartatau,  xal  /hj  faurarawuf,  **a  flit  yinjriu  tiimxrafpanrTos  n  <lpx"pa>'r^v1<  "f  t">  ix0*"™ 
tSs  X*P"*  '*  ?  l%vp<nov<\6n  6  iir'tirxoTtos,  xtijSot  toQpwttnv  t\%  Tlftm"  ™  &tov  xal  t?,$ 
ApXfipairvviK.  ti  it  rWt,  ^ijffi,  irpo  rov  nanovix;  xarnrraBntra*  tv  Toft  toiovtoh;  TosoJf 
fWxmrw,  fth  ixShrfqioKrav,  aAA1  itntnaav  Ivipyavxrtc  ric  lam  ftrra  iiXf,iriM  rov  %tipo- 
Torq/rarro;  airrovs  ftfrptnroXJTirv.  aAAa  xal  oi  ■npta&vrepoi,  f^tj«,  futSif  urtv  yvaifuis  tov 
Jnaxoirov  Trparrinutrix*.  ravra  rov  xurorot  o'topt^ofUwtv ,  tlitoi  ri%  rift  tvvoiaf  Taurav 
XBTaaroxodfifittros,  an  iitti  otn/ua  rov  Otou  xal  Trfc  dpxttpaievrix  led  to  Ttpoiartarfou  roe 
hioxoitov  Aaov  oAryot,  xofrrtvttv  urea  tvKecrafpiyijTOr"  iroAA^l  irAfw  oil*  tarou  trpo\ 
Tiftjjy  tov  6fou  to  Ttsfn  ySaajJii*  apx'tfiia  ilit  Vivian  xal  artpiis9ai  riiv  dyayxww.  a$tv 
to  ^n^iXtttat  htioxoiroi/%  «'(  ixxhttaiai  drocroJuxat,  *U  a!  fiirpioi  Tnv  tupiexovrat  Spt- 
OTtfVOf,  oix  iatiaXif.  IIEPIOAEYTAI  ii  tlaty  ol  ofgiepov  ttpofioMutfurot  tiapa  riv  iitt- 
fxoirttv  E3APX0I.  oZtoi  yap  WtpioStvovei  xa'i  bmtipovvt  ra  <j/Vj(t*a  tfafyiara,  xal  xosr- 
aptfymn  TOVS  TiffTOli( '   ardyv<t>0 1  xal  TOV  ?'.  xarova  riji  fc  Tapiixp  trvvoiov, 

*  Each  is  the  epigraph  of  thli  council,  in  the  Biahop  of  Saint  Aiaph'i  jjantif  clflt  Canaimm  ; 
but,  in  Hartman  and  Rneliut'i  CC.  Ilhtstrata,  it  it  ("  t*  priici  tynodi  interiptione") — 
KANONE2  TflN  EN  AAOAIKEJA  THZ  *I1T1'1A2  ZTNEAGONTflN  AnnN  KAI 
MAKAPmN  IIATF.PaS.  Tom.  in.  p.  274.  Hartman  appears,  from  hi*  annexed  note,  to 
have  disapproved  of  the  creation  of  delegate  Vi*i!flr» : — "  Jam  turn  tgitur  tpiicopi  offieiua  epi- 
scopal* in  gradunt  dignitatis  it  in  itnj*rium  convtrtttt :  rfum  aisitationit  laborem  in  allot  reject. 
runi,  dignitatem  et  proeentut  tibi  applicSrvnt.  El  jam  tarn  puduit  epitoopot  in  pago  render*. 
Haw  laudart  non  pottvm." 
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ZQKAPAZ-  To  apxitparutiy  a^ui/ia  irriftof  iarr  ro  &i  h  xifui,  3  fr  X*Pf>  ^*x  /"fl 
*oAi(  /ot)  fUfU  vAqfof  avdpanmv,  yn-teSai  htittxincovs,  Mcttfpbnirmr  tV  apxaptavyijv 
mjiiT.  Sis  kou  0  xwur  ovtk  kw^vu  iwto,  0  koJ  0  Jurof  u>w  tjJ(  'v  SayAni)  e-woonti 
Jjtrai-aro-  yiviatiat  Si  HEFiOAEiTAZ  &■  xayuuc  xai  xwowf,  oraMAtwrau.  ITEFIOAEYTAI 
3«  hiyorrtu,  in  tu  ■xtpiipytaOai  xai  narapr%tiy  TOvf  WToif,  ,uj|  i^wr«  xagiipar  eixtiar. 

tl  H    TiF«(,    ^Wl,    71/10    TOU    KWOfOf     K<tTWta£lltIax    if   TtSif   TOMVTOtt     TOWOH    iiriCKOXOI,  fujiir 

■xpartheiirav    owtti  yv&fats    tou   iniaxitlov  Tift    JroAiwj,    If*  oB    tyupororffiiiea*,     mi}   ai 
itptofiimpot  it,  ^ui,  /iij3<*  »*  (u  yrayuK  ro?  hnvxo-nou  irpaTriratana'. 

APIZTEKOZ.   Ej'(  Jtayuji-,  A  «rt  %ain/w  tjtimtvttos  oil  xadimarai,  iU«   UEPIOAEYTUl' 
«i  3«  ti{  Karimi,  pJ\  n  tWxtrrw,  tow  imrxoirov  ii%a  ni  ttoAmk. 

'BN  KO/H)  rnr},  A  "«J  PfX^f  *«**'i  '*  p  *«'  *<C  tptvffvrtpof  iwafuui,  oix  avayxator 
iiriaxoxor  yiwrtai,  'va  /ur  to  rov  iiaaxotroii  xajnmtS^trat  mmfia'  aAAa  nEFlOAEYTAS, 
Ov$  xou  EXAPXOYZ  olj.iiejxw  bvafiatjivri*,  us  iiipttmv  raif  ^um1  rntaJyiaror  «r  'cAfca&u 
&•  avreuf "  tl  iV  TO-tC  Ti/Kryevorro,  rqi  rqiufr  f"f  pxraxittiaftsmi,  fajtir  ii  ri  hcurxtrwixor 
iiOixirrttcrar,  Six«  yvvf*1S  TOv  insxirxov  r«  tioAmu  ij  vwo*ft*r<U  alnai. 

ANNOTATIONES. 

BEVEREGIUS. — Decretum  eat  hoc  canon*  i  Patribui  Laodicenis,  ne  in  vkis  et 
regionibus  Episcopus  corotitafttur,  led  IIEFIOACYTAI.  Et  nunc  inne  CMK— B  diu 
obseryatnm  fnine  ex  Concilio  Chalcedonenai  patet  Namqne  in  libello  contra  Ibnm 
oblato,  Valendnos   quidam  Presbyter  et   nEPlOAEYTHZ   ab  eo   ordinstna  dkitnr, 

Bafdrrtov  riva  hlpptpw  atipa,  ov  tt«it«(  m  rvyxapflrcu  ■OT^SMfffflr  tyypa+tq  mi 
aypo^Mf   /io^ubv    xa)    dpatroxon'mv,    /^nporoVqa'*     irptirfiintpar    xai     IIKPIOABTTHM. 

CouciL  Chalced.  Act.  10.  pug.  284.  ed.  Col.  mdcxviii.  Sic  etiam  in  eodem  Concilio 
Alexander  quidam  Presbyter  et  JIEPIOAEYTHZ  vocatur,  i  tA\a&i*Tarot  xptfjlvTipof 
xai  HEPIOABXTBZ  'AM^aripm.  lb.  Act  4.  pag.  341.  Joanne*  Episcopoa  Citri  inter 
offida,  que  PresbyterU  maxlme  congrnnnt,  OEPIOaBYTHN  etiam  recenset.  &'«  J« 
ml)  friptt  offixia,  axtp  fiahiara  roif  tiptvrtv  affufyiMnf  0  hi  Tin  tonxjnw,  0  op$a- 
mrpifas,  ol  rie*ap4f  Ixiixoi,  i  apxmv  raw  rwrw,  o  mtyyioJorm,  xol  o  nEPIOAErTilZ. 
In  Jar.  Grsc.  Rom.  L  5.  321.  Eodem  fere  habentar  et  in  catalogs  offidaliam  Eo- 
clesls  Constantinopolitaiiie.  Ernditi  admodum  viri  non  opinati  snnt  tan  turn,  sed 
djaerte  asaememnt,  hog  eosdem  foisse,  atqae  ©JxretpUtopw ;  qnod  satis  mirari 
nequeo ;  nam  ab  lis  perpetno  distingnuntur.     Gennadios,  roirw  t«  teirra,  Stoatfti- 

(Tran,  Ttiirta  tu*  ovra/a   oZr  ataaxoftttoy  ha  roravifi  Tirl  ht'itrxoxor,  g  yjaptnisxerKov,  3 

IIEPIOAEYTHN,  ij  iptvpvnpot',  3  iidxovov.    Gennad.  in  EncycL     Joatinianiu,  6nnri- 
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ifauttr  KttSit  roii  S«<«;s  Sijupiirroi  Kon&tn,  fttrt  ittamrxav  litrrc  yinpmianoxov  fairs  I1CPI- 
OAKTTHN,  ftfirt  ■trptcfiiiTtpnr,  fttlTi  Awer  aio&ifritoTi  ei£/a(  xhtiptxor  iirl  ioiru  %itpOTO- 

vfuitai.  Hoc  est,  juxta  veterem  interpretem,  Prteterea  sancimus  (quemadmodum  et 
dwmis  cantmibiu  definitum  etf)  ne  quia  Episcopal,  out  ©bowpisropos,  out  bi*(ttrtoi, 
aut  ritnittor,  out  Prabyter,' out  aiiue  cujutcunque  dignitatis  Clericm,  per  largitionem 
ordxnehir.  sect  9.  1. 42.  c.  de  Epiacopia  et  Clericis.  TJbi  prime  observes  (IEPIOAEY- 
THif  tarn  k  Justraiauo  qnam  Gennadio  inter  CfmnnUconum  et  Preabyternm  coUo- 
cari ;  et  deinde  a  veteri  interpret*  bMtatortm  out  rircuitltottm  latine  exponi.  Sic 
etiam  Dionysins  Eiignus  hoc  loco  vertit,  primara  canonia  hnjos  partem  ita  inter- 
pretando,  Qudd  mm  oportet  in  villutu  aut  in  agru  EpUcopo*  conitUni,  icd  bi#ita- 
tottf.  Et  Itddoras  MercatOT,  Non  oportet  m  vUlu  et  vici*  Episcopal  ordinari,  ted 
biSftatOTfS,  id  ett,  qui  circumeant,  constitui.  Qoinetiam  ex  hoc  ipso  canone  satis 
aperte  constat  IIEPIOAEYTAZ  hie  commemoratos  alios  fuiaae  k  0{)OTtpfMopis.  Frimo 
enim  hlc  decernitor  nt  constititantur  tn'mottoi  i*  rtu(  x*f™*>  hoc  eat  hand  dnbie 
XOPEmZKOnoi.  nt  ab  Episcopis  urbinm  distincti.  Hos  et  antea  coDjtitntos  folate 
hlc  oatenditor ;  nlteriua  enim  decernitur  Episeopos,  qui  antea  constitnti  fuerant,  rovf 
3Sri  ltpoKoraurrafcrTai  in  villis  nimirum  ant  regionibna,  postea  nihil  agere  am  yvufuK 
rot  invmviHH,  roil  i-  rtf  rro\u.  Ergo  antehac  lv  x*p«"!  etiam  revera  Episcopi  const]- 
tuti  Hunt  Sed  in  posternm  eorum  loco  IIEPIOABYTAI  sabstitnantiir,  cantnm  est; 
qui  propterea  apertiatime'  distingunntnr  k  tfbort  piftoptft  illia  nve  Episcopis  tv  x*pait, 
qni  antea  constitnti  fuerant  Hi  antem  ITEPIOAETTAI  Presbyteri  erant,  qui  nnlli 
certo  loco  addicti,  Episcopi  nomine  rusticanas  parcecias  cirenmenntes,  eas  visitabant ; 
nnde  ritruitottf,  et  bttitatotrf  died  sunt  De  qoibns  Oregorios  Magnns  ait,  TfTiti- 
tatom  Ecdetiarum,  clerique  eorum,  qui  cum  ipsii  per  non  tua  doUatit  parochial 
fatigantur,  aliquod  laborii  tui  capiant,  tt  disponents,  rubsidium.  Greg.  1.  3.  ep.  u. 
ad  Maximian.  ep.  Syracus.  Nomen  antem  soititi  videntnr  a  medicis  corpora  curandi 
gratia  drcnmcnrsantibuB ;  de  qnibus  Modestinns,  GrammaHci,  Sophuttc,  SAetore; 
Medici,  qui  nEPlOAEYTAl,  id  at,  circulator**  vocantur,  quemadmodum  4  reUquU 
muntribut,  ita  et  h  tuteld  et  A  curd  requiem  habent.    sect  1. 1.  6.  ff.  de  exensatio- 
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PART   I. 

OContincntsl  »ocummts.- 


SECT.  I.— Siocm  of  fltami. 

Synodal  In9tructionh  for  the  Stand  of  tthtiittlaittra  of  the  Diocese  op  Arris, 
dt  Francis  Richardot,  Bishop  op  Arras,  A.D.  mdljx. 

i.  BCtiCflNi  oranea  ^ESrffJtianltHti*  nostra  dicecesia  serio  moneant  rectores 
parochialium  ecclesiamra  soorum  twcanattium ;  nt  solicite  considered  et  obaervent, 
sintnc  (Jiqui  in  snis  parochiis,  qui  sinistre  et  male  de  Fide  Catholica  sentiant ;  sine 
nllft  dissimulatione  quotquot  krajusmodi  homines  repererint  hoc  vicio  laborare.renun- 
tient  iiomiuiitlm  eisdem  twranlfl,  qui  tenebuntnr  singulis  mensibus  semel  dlctos 
curatos  monere,  et  ab  eis  scucitari  saper  hoc,  et  ubi  iufonnatione  facta  compererint 
aliquos,  teneuntur  statim  officialem  nostnun  cerdorem  facere,  nt  prsdudatur  via 
omnibus  acnndalis  et  heresibuB. 

u.  Sforni  dUigenter  advigilent,  ne  in  cultu  Divino,  cseremoniis,  ant  hnjnsmodi 
rebus,  que  ad  religionem  pertinent,  alius  abnsns  ant  superstitio  possint  irrepere,  ant 
si  qua  irrepserit,  statim  nos  moneant,  ne  hoc  malum  per  incnriam  radices  agat. 

in.  Cnrent  ipsi  quoque,  at  coitus  Divlnus  pie  et  religion  in  ecclesiis  parochi- 
alibua  perficiatur,  ac  idoneo  tempore,  at  in  Cameracenai  Provincial!  Synodo  pne- 
cipitur. 

iv.  Dicti  btiani  et  corati  advertant  super  ratione  institnendi  juvenes  in  Uteris,  et 
maiimj  de  religione,  moribns  et  doctrina  ludimagiatrorum,  certiorea  fieri  cnrent 
Inprimls  auteiu  sciant,  qui  libri  legantor,  neqne  patiantar  legi  nut  doceri,  ex  quibus 
ingenia  pueritue  corrumpi  possint  I  moneantque  eoBdem  ludtmagistros,  at  disapalos 
doceant  Pracepta  Dei,  Symbolum  Apostolorum,  Orationem  Dominicam  lAtine  et 
GaUice,  et  alia,  qua  pertinent  ad  pietatem,  et  ne  ab  eisdem  6«anl*  contemnatur  hie 
Articulus:  """^-v 
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PnBcipinms  qnoque,  nt  ipsi  orts»t  renuncient  per  litems,  ant  alio  modo,  quomodo 
procedatnr  in  institutions  diets  jn  ven  tutis. 

v.  Qdem  StlJUii  conaiderent  diligenter,  an  pastores  exequantnr,  qua  prius  a  nobis 
mandata  fiierunt,  scilicet,  nt  singulis  saltern  mensibtu  die  Dominico  jubeant  eon- 
gregari  minores  parochiarnm  inarum ;  nt  cognoacant,  an  Iidem  juvenes  teneaut 
memorift  Symbolnm  apoatolontm,  Orationem  Dominican),  Pracepta  Dei  et  Ecclesise, 
nt  jam  dictnm  est  Qua  in  re  si  qua  negligentia  committutnr  ab  eisdem  paatoiibna, 
iidem  0«ani  certinres  noa  raciant  Ut  antem  pueritia  et  minor  «toB  comraodlus 
possit  institui,  hortamnr  patresraniiHas,  praceptores  et  ludimagistroa,  nt  libellnm, 
cni  titulns  est,  L'Enfance  du  ChrestUn,  Doaci  ad  banc  rem  judicio  nostra  editnm, 
tradant  pueris,  flliis,  dueipuus,  enm  literamm  rudimentis  ediacendnm ;  nt  ab  inennte 
state  semen  tern  vera  pietatis  et  reHgionis  captant 

vr.  In  tspfrultf  btcanvnium  mxlram  snmptas  fiant  moderati  ac  tenuea :  ■ervetnr 
frugtditaa  et  bonestas :  caveantque  o«ant,  ne  qnid  exigant  a  pastoribns  prater  ea, 
qme  jure  et  legitime  recipi  debent.  Cnjns  rei  official!*  nosier  coram  suscipiat, 
nobisque  renuntiet,  an  iidem  Decani,  ant  promotores,  pneterquaoi,  quod  tequum  est, 
et  conatitntom  fnerit  in  fonnnlia  curias  nostra,  a  pastoribns  extorqueant,  nt  hoic 
main  teropefrtive  provideatnr. 


SECT.  II.— Worm  rf  flstnupm. 
L'OFncs  des  Bantu*  Kwamx  do  Stmodb  d'Avranchkb,  bxsolu  au  Synods  db 

PIQUES,  LI  SIIZIBMB   Avu.IL,  MIL  SIX  CBKS  tJUAttANTE-TaorS,  PAR  LI  ReVXBBND 

Peke  bn  Duu,  Charles,  Eveque  d'Avbancbbb. 

CHARLES,  par  la  grace  de  Dien  et  dn  saint  Siege  Apostolique  Eveqne 
d'AvrancbeH,  Conseiller  dn  Roi  en  sea  ConseUs,  k  tons  nos  sBoDtn*  ruraux.  Cure* 
et  Pretrea,  Saint.  L'Eglue,  ainsi  que  le  corps  humaln,  est  gouvernee  par  diverges 
puissances,  qui  par  la  varietl  de  lenrs  Amotions  contribnent  a  la  perfection  dont 
Dien  desire  qn'clle  fldt  donee.  Les  eveqnes,  comme  chefs,  president  a  la  conduit* 
generate  de  tons  lea  antres,  et  lea  cnrez  ont  sons  eux  quelques  fonetions  particulieres, 
ponr  faire  aniver  henreneement  les  peuples  an  port  dn  saint  eteraeL  Mais  comme 
il  est  difficile  anx  eveqnes  de  veiller,  antant  qull  eat  besoin,  snr  les  cnrez  et  snr  les 
pennies,  &  cause  de  lagrande  multitude  d'affaires  auxquelles  ils  sont  occupez,  l'eglise 
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a  trouve  bon,  des  lea  premiers  siecles,  d'etablir  dee  605*11*  tutaui,  autrement 
Dommez  artfltpfrirrS,  qui  exercant  one  puissance  moyenne  cntre  lea  eveqaes  ct  lea 
cures,  recoivent  dea  evequea  les  ordrea  et  lea  instruction!!  qu'ik  jugent  utiles  an  bien 
de  leur  diocese,  pour  lea  communique*  aux  curez,  et  les  faire  observer  dans  lean 
tojftrmt}.  Et  4  diie  vrai,  cela  nous  semble  d'autant  plot  conveuable,  que  1'eglise 
militante  eat  nne  image  de  la  triompbante,  et  qn'ainai  dans  la  triomphante  les  ange* 
des  hierarchies  moyennes  recoivent  lea  lumieres  de  ceux  des  plus  hautes  hierarchies, 
ponr  les  communiquer  en  anile  a  ceux  des  plus  basses. 

Mais  comme  tonics  lea  fonctions  eccl^siastiques  doiveut  etre  ordonne'es  par  de  cer- 
tains reglemens,  taut  ponr  eviter  la  confusion,  que  ponr  se  confbrmer  a  la  conduits 
de  la  sagesse  Divine,  qui  ordonne  toutes  chosea,  d'un  bout  dn  monde  a  l'aatre,  avec 
poids,  nombre  et  mesure,  il  nous  a  semble  a-propos  de  regler  par  cea  preeentes 
1'office  dea  bojjtiltt  ruraux  de  notre  diocese,  qni  par  le  laps  de  temps,  ainsi  que  le 
reste  des  chosea  de  l'univera,  oat  perdu  beaucoup  de  leur  lustre  et  de  leur  autorite, 
et  aont  demeurej:  preaqoe  inntiles. 

Nona  leur  donnons  pouvoir  de  precher  et  catecbiser,  et  d'abaondre  aux  assemblees 
des  mois,  des  caa  qui  none  sont  reserves  par  tout  notre  diocese,  de  bemir  les  cha- 
subles, aubes,  amicta,  ceintures,  nappea  et  devants-d'autels,  pourvu  que  le  tout  soit 
confoime  anx  saints  accrete. 

Leur  fbnetion  ordinaire  sera  de  veiller  snr  les  curez,  prStres  et  antres  clerca  da 
diocese,  et  de  prendre  garde  avec  aoin  qae  chacun  d'eux  vive  dans  l'ordre  present 
par  les  saints  canons,  et  par  lea  constitution*  synodalea  da  ce  diocese,  et  en  caa  de 
contravention,  dlnformer  chacun  dans  l'etendue  de  son  bonrmi  contre  lea  delin- 
quans,  sans  qu'il  aoit  besoin  de  prendre  nouveau  mandement,  les  constitaant  nos 
vieairea  fbrains  dans  tout  leur  Soflrnnr,  i  l'effet  des  presentes  settlement. 

lis  etabliront  en  chaque  qoartier,  pour  quatre  ou  cinq  paroissea,  un  pretre,  qni 
scaura  fort  parfaitemeut  dire  la  saint*  mease,  eelon  les  rnbriques  dn  meaael  Romain, 
pour  apprendre  aux  pretrea  de  cea  paroissea  a  la  bien  dire,  et  ainsi  corriger  lea  man- 
quemens  signaled  que  nous  avous  tronve'  en  ce  point. 

Us  recevront  de  nous  tons  lea  mandemens  qui  serant  fails,  poor  etre  distribuez 
box  cures,  et  publlez  dans  les  paroisses  et  antrea  lieox  da  diocese.  Et  d'autant 
qu'on  a  souveut  peine  de  leur  faire  tenir  leadits  mandemens,  chacun  d'enx  sera  tena 
d'eUre  one  msison  en  la  ville  d'Avrancbea,  poor  recevoir  leadits  mandemens,  par 
peraonnes  qui  ayent  le  soin  et  nne  adresse  ponr  lea  leur  faire  tenir. 

lis  nona  ecriront  pour  Is  raoins  nne  fois  le  mois,  ponr  nous  rendre  compte  dea 
deaordres  qni  se  pasaeront  dans  leur  aontanf ,  taut  entre  les  clerca  que  parmi  Jee 
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laics,  ausquels  il  sera  besom  d'apportcr  reruede  i  et  en  outre,  patce  qu'il  est  absolu- 
inent  necesaaire  que  nous  lea  voyons  de  tempi  en  temps,  tant  pour  noun  informer 
de  l'etat  des  choses  pins  particnlierement  qu'il  ne  se  pent  faire  par  lettres,  que  poor 
recevoir  de  nous  anr  cela  de  Tire  voix  lea  ordree  convenables,  ils  seront  obligez  de 
nous  venir  trouver  pour  cet  effet  tona  lea  premiers  lundis  de  chuqne  mois,  on,  s'll 
etoit  few,  le  lendemain ;  et  se  trouvant  ainsi  tons  ensemble  en  meme  jour,  nous 
deTibererons  avec  enx  des  moycns  de  retablir  toates  choses  en  bon  e"tat,  et  nous 
leor  en  dannerona  les  instructions. 

Ponr  avoir  pins  de  connoissance  de  ce  qui  se  passe  dans  les.paroisses,  ils  pren- 
dront  soin  d'entrewnir  en  chacone  d'elles  correspondence  avec  des  personnes  qui 
ayent  dn  rile,  de  la  probitl,  et  qnelqne  suffisance  extraordinaire :  et  outre  tout  cela, 
ils  asaemblerant  chaqne  moia  tons  les  curez  de  leor  bonamr,  en  nne  on  plnsieors 
assemblees,  scion  la  distance  et  commodity  des  lienx,  ponr  en  ces  assemblees  «*in- 
fbrmer  diligemment,  de  ^biy*1"  d'enx  en  particulier,  de  la  conduite  de  lenrs  vicaires, 
pretrea,  clercs  et  paroiaaiens,  et  aviser  ensemble,  dans  un  commnn  conseil,  des 
moyena  convenables  a  retablir  en  son  lustre  la  discipline  ecclesiastique  et  chr4- 
tienne,  en  fomiant  dee  resolutions  qui  nons  aeront  anaaitot  envoyees  par  enx,  poor 
tea,  all  nons  semble  a  propos,  confirmees  et  pnbneea  dans  le  donnroi. 

Ces  assemblees  ne  se  tiendront  point  les  jours  de  fetes  commandeee  de  l'eglise,  ni 
meme  aux  jours  ansqnels  on  celebrera  qnelqne  devotion  particuliere  dans  les 
paroisses,  afin  d'avoir  tout  le  temps  necesaaire  a  lea  faire  utilement. 

Et  d'autnnt  que  notre  intention  n'eat  pas  senlement  de  deraduer  les  desordrea 
ansqnela  l'infirmit^  hnmaine  a  donne  lien  dans  les  paroisses,  maia  ansa!  de  rendre  lea 
curez  pine  capablea  de  se  bien  acqnltter  de  lenr  devoir,  nons  ordonnons  que  dans  ces 
assemblees,  apres  avoir  celebre  la  mease  dn  Saint  Esprit,  et  dit  le  Vent  Creator,  les 
0C-p.ru*  fassent  nne  conference  avec  lea  cores  de  lenr  (MDrnnf,  anr  tons  les  snjeu 
qnll  lenr  eat  necesaaire  de  bien  scavoir,  particnlierement  sur  les  sacremena,  snr  la 
manure  de  les  bien  administrer,  anr  tons  les  cas  de  conscience  dont  il  est  besom 
qn'ils  soient  inatmita  ponr  dignement  administrer  celni  de  la  penitence,  et  snr  la 
forme  de  bien  vine  que  doit  suivre  nn  bon  cure'. 

Et  comme  ces  conferences  dn  matin  pom-rout  etre  utiles  a,  tons  le  pretres,  anaai 
bien  qn'anx  curez,  tons  cenx  de  la  paroisae  et  dn  voisinage  aeront  conviez  de  t>'y 
trouver,  ponr  alnstnure  de  plus  en  plus  de  lenr  devoir. 

Ponr  enter  la  confusion  qui  pourroit  arriver,  ai  chacun  eU>it  maitre  en  ces  assem- 
blees, nons  enjoignons  tref-expreeeement  a.  tona  curez  et  pretrea  qui  s*y  trouveront, 
d'obeir  anx  bogntf  nustu,  et  de  faire  exactement  tout  ce  qu'ila  leur  prescriront, 
comme  etant  snperienrs  desdites  assemblies,  ct  y  tenant  notre  lieu  et  place. 
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Les  curez  y  assiateront  en  habit  decent,  et  aprJs  1'avoir  fiiit  ils  dineront  tons 
ensemble,  avec  autant  de  sobrietl  que  de  modestie ;  le  Dogm  donnant  ordre,  sll  eat 
possible,  afin  que  ce  repas  nc  unit  paa  settlement  utile  an  corps,  qui'il  se  fane  pen- 
dant tout  le  diner  qnelque  lecture  de  Grenade,  de  Molina,  on  autre  bon  auteur,  qui 
enseigue  box  curez  et  an*  pretres  la  pUte"  dans  laquelle  ill  sont  obliges  de  vivre.  ' 

Pour  empecher  que  ce  diner  ne  aoit  ouereux  a  penonne,  lea  assemblees  Be  feront 
tantdt  en  une  paroisae,  tantot  en  une  autre,  prenaut  garde  neanmoins  que  ce  aolt 
en  lieu  qui  ne  soit  point  eloign?1  plus  de  deux  lieu.es,  principalement  en  hirer,  des 
curez  qui  y  doiveut  assister,  et  cfaacun  d'eux  sera  oblige1  de  contribuer  dix  sols 
poor  chaque  assemblee,  la  sobriete  que  nous  dean-one  etre  gardee  en  leur  repas 
n'exigeant  pas  une  plus  grande  depense,  et  nous  obligeons  cbacun  d'eux  a.  payer 
cette  somme  au  cure!  chez  leqnel  se  fera  l'sssemblie,  qui  sera  aussl  oblige!  de  la 
recevoir,  et  de  ne  point  fiiire  de  plus  gTande  depense  que  cette  somme  lui  permettra. 

Et  pour  obvier  &  la  superfluity  done  plus  grande  depense,  nous  ordonnons,  con- 
fbnnement  aux  ordonnances  dn  grand  saint  Charles  Borromee,  qu'ou  ne  servira  a.  ce 
diner  que  du  veau,  bceuf  et  mouton,  et  denx  plats  de  volatile  au  plus. 

I/apres-dlnee  sera  employee  par  les  oonrmt,  premieremeut  a,  slnfbrmer  de  chacun 
des  curez  ea  particuKer  dn  soin  qu'ils  apportent  k  instruire  leurs  pretres,  pour  les 
rendre  capables  de  bien  administrer  la  recrement  de  penitence,  de  bien  dire  la  messe, 
et  de  vivre  en  bons  eeclesiastiques.  Et  puis  ils  leur  demanderont  en  suite,  de  quelle 
diligence  ils  usent  pour  enseigner  les  peoples  de  leurs  paroisses,  taut  en  public  qu'en 
particulier,  non  settlement  de  ce  qu'ils  doiveut  croire,  mais  aussi  de  ce  qu'ils  aont 
obliges  de  faire  pour  vivre  en  vrais  Chretiens ;  s'ils  leur  apprenneut  la  manidre  de 
bien  prier  Dieu  lorsqulls  sont  k  la  messe,  et  le  matin  et  le  soir,  en  se  levant  et 
couchant ;  si  les  pretres  de  leurs  paroissea  sont  soigneux  d'assister  au  service,  et  de 
se  tnen  acquitter  des  fbndations ;  s'ils  u'entrent  point  quelquefbis  en  l'lglise  en  habit 
court  et  sans  soutane;  s'ils  disent  la  messe  devoternent  et  avec  les  ceremonies 
prescrilea  dans  les  rubriquea ;  alls  ne  m^nent  point  une  vie  libertine  et  scandaleuse  ; 
s'ils  ne  vont  point  4  la  taverne ;  s'ils  vivent  en  pais  les  uns  avec  les  autres ;  si 
l'eglise  est  en  bonne  reparation ;  si  les  autels  sont  tenus  proprement ;  si  personne 
n'nsurpe  le  bien  de  l'eglise;  si  les  ornemens  et  linges  de  l'autel  sont  honnStes  et 
non  dechirez ;  all  n'y  a  point  de  laics  scandalenx  dans  leur*  paroisses,  et  dlmnritleez 
inv&ere'ea,  ou  de  personnes  qui  se  rninent  les  unes  les  autres  en  proces. 

Pour  rendre  un  compte  plus  exact  de  tout  cela  anx  005 1 a*,  quelques  jours  avant 
1'aaseiublee,  les  cures  anront  soin  de  rechercher  l'etat,  la  vie,  et  les  meatus  de  leurs 
paroisses  et  paroismens,  et  de  mettre  sur  un  me'moire  les  chosee  anxquelles  ils  jugeront 
Stre  uecessaire  d'apporter  remede, 
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Apres  s'Stre  informez  de  chacnn  des  cure's  en  parnculier  de  ce  que  dessus,  ils  lea 
raasembleront,  et  proposant  en  general,  una  nommer  peraonne,  lea  deaordres  ploa 
notables,  ill  aviaeront  ensemble  dans  nn  comnran  conseil  qnela  remSdea  on  pourra 
y  apporter,  et  on  fcra  mettre  par  &iit  ceux  qui  aeront  reaolua. 

Poor  cat  eflet  il  y  aura  nn  secretaire  en  cheque  twjltttnt ,  qui  prendre  aoin  d'en- 
regiatrer  dans  un  regiatre  rene*  et  particulier,  dont  lea  fenillete  en  blanc  aeront 
conaignez  par  noa  official  et  promotenr,  tout  ce  qui  ae  reaoudra  dang  les  essemblees, 
et  d'en  expcdier  promptement  nne  copie  pour  nous  etre  enroyle. 

Maia  comme  il  aeroit  presque  impossible  k  qnelqnea  6o$m*  nitaui  d'aaaembler 
tout  lenr  oojtniu,  et  de  veiller  au  point  qall  eat  ne"cessaire  pour  le  bien  du  diocese 
but  tons  lea  cures,  tant  a  cause  de  la  distance  des  lieux,  que  pour  ce  qu'ila  sont  eux- 
m  ernes  ctuez,  nous  avona  trouve-  bou  d'etablir  dana  lea  grands  Dopsnufl,  outre  le 
bojrn,  un  vicaire  forain,  qui  par  ordre  du  bojjrn,  auquel  nous  entendons  qu'U 
demeure  soamis,  anra  meme  autorite'  d'informcr  et  citer  que  le  bODtff  rural,  dana  les 
curea  qui  lui  aeront  commises,  et  aura  meme  charge  que  lni  de  fah-e  lea  assemblies 
des  mois,  Sana  ponvoir  nesjunoina  eiercer  le  rente  des  fractions  que  nous  attribuona 
et  dont  noua  donnona  commission  a  notre  vicaire-geue'ra). 


SECT.  III.— 1.  Biuret  of  VtMnrm. 
Instructions  for  Brans  of  Cbriutfanltg  at  Episcopal  Synods  in  the  Diocese  o 

BZSANCON,  UNDER  ARCHBISHOP  Cl.AUDL  A  BAUUA,  A.D.  KDLXM. 


VEftAKX  0hrt»tianitatie  (quoa  noa  ruraltt  vocamua,  alii  KttrfpttAgtrtOji)  aut 
eornm  flub-tUtani,  compaieant  in  ntrfiqne  synodo  (bis  in  anno  celebrenda)  in  ves- 
tibua  bonestu,  cum  snperpelliciis  albia,  mundis  et  honesds :  similiter  et  curati,  sen 
eorum  vicarii,  cnm  superpelliciis  (prseaertim  in  synodo  matutinfi)  diligenterqae.  atten 
daut  ad  verba  sacra  cohortationis,  et  ad  alia,  que  eis  dicentnr,  ac  mandabnntnr:  nee 
recedant  ab  ipsa  synodo  absque  nostril,  ant  vicarii  nostri  generalis  licenna. 

Venientea  ad  aynodnm,  honeatam  sibi  eligant  societatem,  honeata  hoapitia :  ubi 
graviter,  modeate,  padfice,  ae  geraut;  aobrie  nrant:  vana  colloquia,  et  fceda,  can- 
tilenas, choreas,  meretricea,  et  snapecta  omnia  devitantest  potiiis  orationibus  et 
jejnniis,  exemplo  Apoatolonun,  racent,  et  de  rebus  ecclesiaBticis  meditentnr. 
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Curuti,  qui  uequeuut  pereonaliter  interesse  propter  causam  legitimam,  dent  twcanie 
suis  excuaatiooem  siiam  ia  sciiptia,  quam  bccani  nobis  pnesentare  tenetrantur  in  ipsa 
synodo :  alias  contumaces  repatabantnr.  Pnedpimas  autem  receptor!  earners  nostras, 
at  diligenter  exigal  prenam  contumaciam  absendum  omnium,  qualis  in  qu&que  synodo 
declarata  fiierit. 

Antequaro  vero  se  itioeri  committant,  visitent  gregem  suum,  ac  dispiciant :  et  si 
quos  raorbo  gravatoa  habuerint,  eoa  hortentur  ad  susceptionem  sacramentorum. 
Similiter  hortentur  mulieres  partui  prosimaa,  ad  confessionem,  et  sacroeanctam  com' 
muntonem:  ne  ipsis  abaentibua  contingat  eaa  ab  hac  luce  decedere  absque  illis 
sacramentis. 

Quod  ai  commode  non  posaint,  relinquaut  preabytertun  aliqoem,  qui  eonun  vices 
germt :  et  rebus  ita  ordinatis,  ad  saactam  synodum  properabunt 
(Nomina  Decanatuum  huju*  Dioicens  Bituniin.  in  quo*  tanquam  particular?* 
Dioicesei  dtviditur,  hoc ! ) 

Tenentur  Occam  ruralw  in  singulis  synodis  referre  nomina  beneficiatorum  (pne- 
aertlm  curatorum)  non  roaidentium  in  suis  eccleaans  parochialibus,  idque  in  acriptis. 

Item,  nomina  excommnmcatorum,  qui  per  annum  et  diem  senteudam  excommuni- 


Item,  nomina  adulteroram,  concubinariorum,  et  usurariorum  poblicomm  et  mani- 
festo rum. 

Item,  nomina  nsretiuoram,  conventicula  celebrantinm,  sen  a  communi  conversa- 
tione  fictolium  vita  et  moribns  diasideotium. 

Item,  nomina  sordlegorum,  diviiiomm  et  receptorum  eorundem,  et  blasphemato- 
rum  Dei,  Virginia  Maris  et  sanctorum. 

Idcirco  diligenter  debent  hasc  inquirere  tarn  in  populo,  quasi  in  clero,  et  prudeu- 
trr:  at  fideliter  referre  posaint  in  synodo. 

Item,  referre  debent,  si  qui  in  beneficia  ecclealaatica  absque  canonica  institutione 


Item,  n  qui  incorrigibiles  fnerint  in  clero,  aut  minus  idonei  rectores  ecdeaianun  ia 
Oitanatiiiufl  ipsorum. 

Item,  referre  debent  nomina  eorum,  si  qui  aint,  qui  beneficia  sub  injusto  titulo 
habent  in  eoufidentiam. 

Item,  referre  debent  nomina  hcredum,  qui  defanctorum  tettamenta  non  publicant : 
et  exequntorum,  qui  pias  eorundem  disposiuones  non  exequuntur. 

Secant  ruralcs  post  noatram  synodum,  cum  curaos  euomm  bttmutuum  compareant 
annuatun  in  locis  et  diebus  consuetis  ab  antiquo  ad  eelebranda  sua  concilia,  sen 
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conventus,  ibiqne  orationem  per  se,  vel  per  alium  habeant  de  morihus  et  hoaestate 
clericorum,  et  atatuta  nostra  synodalia  recitent  et  exponant,  invocato  priiis  per  missam 
et  processiones  devotas  Spiritu  Sancto :  deinde  conferant  cam  curatis  ipsis  de  rebus 
ecclesiasticis,  proiit  suo  incumbit  officio,  houeste,  pacific*,  et  modeste,  sine  manmire, 
sine  contentione :  et  que  Invicem  conferentes,  expedire  duxerint  ad  tranquillitatein, 
liberatem,  authoritatemque  ecclesie,  ilia  in  proxima  synodo  referent  nobis,  vel  verbo, 
veltcripto. 

Recedentes  curati,  vel  vicarli  eorum  a  synodo  Haji,  accipiant  sanctas  unctiones 
recentes,  et  honest*  deferant,  non  committentes  eas  laid*  hominibus.  A  synodo  vera 
Aulnmui  tabnlam  calendarii  et  officii  seqnentis  anni,  si  qns  facta*  fuerint,  aci-ipient: 
et  ntnunqne  gratis  debitor. 


SECT.  III.— 8.  Storcftt  ftf  tti  juntfon. 

Dimes  of  Brans  Ktual,  or  &tcbptieets,  of  the  Diocese  of  Besancon,  under 
Francis  Joseph  Gramnont,  Archbishop  of  Besancon,  A.D.  hdccvii. 

i.  QUONIAM  exigit  sancta  Tridentina  synodus,  at  lis  tantum  nunisteria  eode- 
siasnca  committantur,  qui  reside™  in  loos,  et  coram  per  seipsos  exercere  valeant : 
Nolumus  quemquam  twtanorum  nostrorum  milium,  nisi  gravisrimi  ex  causa,  nobis 
met  cognita  et  probata  in  acriptia  extra  orcanatum  suum  residere:  mandamus  que 
intra  mensem  a  prsasenti  synodo  statuto  hnic  nostra  fieri  satis,  et  morem  geri. 

ii.  Singulis  qnoqne  annis  ad  synodnm  conferant  indicem  omninm  parocbiarum 
suornm  UKamttuum  adBcriptis  eorum  uominibus,  qui  earumdem  vel  institutionem,  vel 
adrninistrationem  temporariam  obtinuerint,  cum  express*  eccleaiaznm  designatione ; 
qua  cum  proprio  pastore  careant,  et  bisce  bellis  eodum  spoliates  Bint,  nemiuem 
omnino  habent,  qui  sacramenta  ipeia  administret ;  idque  eo  consilio,  nt  viciniori 
parocho  loci  illius  cura  injungatnr,  cum  perceptione  fructuum,  vel  ad  certum  tempua, 
vel  donee  aucto  cleri  numero  uliter  provideatur. 

iii.  Iisdem  prsterea  injungimns,  ut  illico,  Festis  Paschalibos  absolntia,  sacraa 
unctiones  qnotannU  ipri  distribnant,  et  pari  cum  diligeutut  quidqnid  nostro  nomine, 
sen  moribus  resotuendia,  seu  precibus  pro  salute  principum,  aut  alia  qualibet  causa, 
indkendis,  per  dwecesim  vulgabitur,  exeqnantur  ipsi,  vel  ab  aliis  sine  mora  executioni 
mandari  procnrent  sub  pcenfl  contra  remissos  et  negligentes  arbitrandfi. 
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Ut  facilius  totius  diiecesis  nostra;,  prssertim  ecclesiarum  atatua  notitia  ad  rtos  per- 
veniat :  statuimus  ttianott  tuts  Ire  imposternin,  dam  sacrai  unctiones  auo  tempore 
diatribuent,  debere  eingulas  psrochiss  siiigulatim  et  personaliter  luatrare,  neque 
amplius  convocandos  voluraua  parochoa  ad  atationes  singulares,  que  in  alienos  ab 
instirato  abiisus  degenerarent ;  roandantee  iisdem  bt  tiata  rural  (ill*,  quatenus  antea 
moneant  parochoa  circa  tempos  ne  vinlationia,  ut  eo  tempore  in  suia  paroctriia  pras- 
sentes  adaint,  alias  si  abfaerint  dicti  parochi,  propriis  sumptibus  ad  unctionum  suscep- 
tionem  recurrent 

v.  Ut  Btatutum  annia  superioribus  editum,  circa  parochiarum  viaitationem  k  fir  tanijt 
inralitmS  quotannk  perficiendam,  suum  conaeqiiatar  effect  am,  iisdem  mandamus,  ut 
quamprimum  ad  aliqoam  eccleaiam  acceaaerint,  acabinos  et  pnecipuoa  parochianoa  ad 
aonum  campanas  convocent,  ipsiaque  pnesentibus  sacra  univeraa  reverentir  et  accurate 
perlustreot,  incipiendo  ab  auguatiBaimi  sacramenti  tabemacvdo,  cteterisque  vaais  ad 
cultura  Divinum  deputatis.  Attendant  deinde,  utrum  lampaa  coram  eodem  SS. 
Sacramento  jugiter  ardeat,  et  ornaments,  pnecipne  linteamina,  ad  nsum  sacrificii 
Miaafe  desunata,  mnnda  sint  ac  Integra.  Denique  ipaos  acabinos  ant  iia  absent ib us, 
seniores  loci  aigillatlm  cou  veniant,  a  quibns  de  regimine  et  moribus  parochi  dilig-enter 
inquirant,  nt  de  his  omnibus  scripto  nos  ceruores  reddanL 

vi.  Ut  antem  commodiiis  et  melius  super  quibuslibet  statnendis  deliberari  poasit, 
tenebuntnr  singuli  firrani,  quindecim  ante  proxitne  sequentem  synodum  diebns, 
mittere  ad  revereudum  vicarium-generalem  membrialia  omnium  eorum,  quae  in  ipao- 
nun  twcanattfcus  corrigenda,  reform  an  da,  componendaque  ac  ordinandi  videbuntur. 

vil  Btcmtt  tuultf  post  nostram  synodum,  cum  curana  suorum  ottanatuum  com- 
parennt  annuathn  in  locis  et  diebus  conauetaa  ab  antiquo,  ad  celebranda  sua  concilia 
sen  conventns,  ibique  orationem  per  ae,  Tel  per  alium  babeant  de  moribus  et 
honestate  clericorum,  et  atatnta  nostra  synodalia  recitent  et  exponant,  invocato  prius 
per  Hiasam  et  processionea  devotaa  Spiritu  Sancto :  deinde  conferant  cum  cnratia 
ipaia  de  rebus  eccleaiasticis,  profit  auo  incumhU  officio,  hooeste,  pacific*,  et  modest£, 
sine  tour  mure,  sine  contentions.  :  et  qusa  invicem  conferentea  expedire  duxerint,  ad 
trunquulitatem,  libertatem,  authoritatemque  ecclesife,  ilia  in  pro  limit  synodo  referent 
nobis  vel  verbo,  vel  scripto. 

viii.  Utque  proraptiuB  ac  tntiua  reverendissiini  mandata  posthic  ad  Ortano*  pervc- 
niant,  injuncta  est  ipeis  et  eoram  singnBa  domicilii  in  bac  civitate  electio,  relicto  ibi 
procurators,  qui  ea  statiai  ad  eos  ferri  curet ;  ipai  vera  brrani  ad  quoslibet  parochoe, 
et  alios,  quorum  intererit,  sub  pasnS  s>  nobis  arbitrandn,  eadem  absque  mora 
transmittal!  t. 
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IK.  Demiim,  at  condita  a  nobis  hacteniis  statuta,  qua?  ad  eoadem  DttanOfi  spectant, 
omnes  et  singuli  ad  amnssitn  observent,  proprio  exemplo  in  castitate,  et  aobrietate,  et 
niornm  compositione  ceteris  uetanaluum  morum  clericis  pneluceant;  nullisque  vigi- 
Uis  aut  laboribus  parcaut,  cerrioribna  nobis  faciendis  de  omnibus,  que  remcdio  celeri 
videbantur  indigere. 


SECT.  I V.— JBtwtst  of  €out*nc«. 

MaNDBMBNT  DE   MONSEIONBIIH  L'EvBSQCB  DE   CONSTANCES,    AU!t  SoDtnl  J&UtftUI  ET 

act  res  Curkz  dc  Diocese — Lb  dix-neu  viemb  db  Mat,  mil  bis  cens  soixante 

CHARLES  Francois  db  Lomenie  db  Bribnnb,  par  la  grace  de  Dieu  et  dn  saint 
Siege  Apostolique  Eveque  de  Constances;  k  tons  leu  Boom*  Kuram  et  Cnrez  de 
noire  Diocese,  Saint.  II  est  si  difficile  dans  le  temps  ou  nous  sommes  de  faire 
renssir  quelque  chose  de  uouveau  pour  le  re'tablissement  de  la  discipline,  que  le 
phis  grand  bonheur  qui  puisse  arriver  a  un  £veqne,  est  celui  de  trouTer  dans  son 
diocese  uu  ordre  deja  etabli  qui  lui  donne  la  facilite  de  la  faire.  Ceat  ce  que  par 
la  grace  de  Dieu  nous  avons  rencontre  dans  celui  auquel  il  nous  a  envoylz.y  ayant 
trouve  des  seminaires  poor  former  les  pretres ;  des  (altnfjis  etablies  pour  regler  lew 
paroiases,  et  des  synodes  pour  le  reglement  general  de  tout  le  diocese :  de  sorts- 
qull  n'est  question  que  de  tirer  de  ces  choses  tout  l'a vantage  qne  nous  pouvone,  et 
que  nous  devons.  Et  comme  nous  avons  deja.  marque  le  temps  et  les  exercises  du 
serninaire,  il  ne  reste  maiutenant  que  de  rlgler  tea  caUntJW  et  les  synodes  d'une 
telle  maniere,  que  ces  assemblies  deviennent  plus  utiles  qu'elles  ne  l'ont  jamais  i'te\ 

Ceat  ce  qui  nous  a  rait  naitre  la  pensee  de  vous  envoyer  des  memoires  instmctits 
du  devoir  des  cures  envers  leurs  bonftttf,  et  des  UogtnjS  envers  nous,  exhortant  lea 
curez  de  ne  manqner  jamais  A  tenir  un  ftat  tout  prest  de  leur  paroisse  pour  la 
calrno*.  et  les  oonme  un  etat  de  leurs  UoBrnnij  pour  leur  synode  particulier,  en  la 
maniere  suivante,  excitant  aussi  les  uns  et  les  autres  a.  faire  leur  devoir,  en  sorte  que 
nous  ne  soyone  pas  obligez  de  leur  faire  ancun  reproche  an  synode  general,  dan* 
leqnel  ayant  profite-  de  la  connoissance  que  Tons  nous  aurez  donnee,  outre  celle  que 
nous  anrons  prise  par  le  moyen  de  noe  archidi&cres  (qui  sans  doute  entreront  dans 
le  meme  esprit  que  nous,  pour  nous  aider  dans  uu  si  bon  dessein)  nous  nous  en 
VOL.  II.  P 
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servirons  an  synode  general,  pour  coniget  les  vices,  reprimer  le  ecandale,  dormer 
on  reformer  des  statuts,  et  prendre  tontes  les  mesures  necessaires,  afin  que  Ken  soit 
glorifSe-  dans  toute  l'etendue  de  notre  diocese,  et  que  lea  peuples  soient  edifies  par 
le  bon  exemple  dea  pretres. 


L'oRDRB  QUI  DOIT  KTRE  OBSERVE  At)X   (KalenOtfl. 

TOUS  lea  curez  qui  s'y  doivent  trouver  se  rendront  sur  lea  nenf  heurea  du  matin 
dans  l'eglise  du  lien  oil  elle  doit  etre  tenue. 

11b  y  seront  en  soutane,  surplis  et  bonnet  quarre". 

Ila  anront  eu  soin  de  faire  couper  leura  chevenx,  rafraichir  leuri  tonsures,  et 
seront  modestes  et  propres  en  leurs  habits. 

Si  nous  y  allons,  tout  les  eccleaiastiqnei  se  rangeTont  aelon  lenr  ordre  poor  venir 
au  devant  de  nous  proce&sionnellenient,  et  l'on  observers,  lea  oW  monies  qui  ont 
accoutume  d'etre  faites  a  la  reception  de  l'eveque,  et  qui  sont  marquees  dans  le 
pontifical  Romain. 

L'on  chantera  nne  grande  mease  dn  Saint  Esprit.  Et  comme  l'on  aura  eu  le 
soin  de  nommer  les  ofnciers  s>  la  calnttu  precedente,  nous  voulons  que  toutes  lea 
ceremonies  y  soient  faites  avec  le  plus  d'exactitude  et  de  majeste  qu'il  sera  possible. 

Aprea  la  mease,  il  y  aura  nne  exhortation  d'une  petite  demie-heure  par  celui  qui 
aura  eti  choiai  pour  cela,  anqnel  nous  recommandona  de  faire  un  entretieu  plus 
affectif  qu'eclatant,  et  de  trailer  avec  simplicite  one  matiere  qui  soit  propre  pour 
l'auditoire  an  sujet  de  la  talcnDc  :  l'exhottation  finie,  on  fera  l'appel  de  tous  le  curez. 

Celui  qui  presidera  s.  la  ttltffbt,  soit  que  se  soit  nous,  ou  quelqu'un  de  noa 
grands-vicaires,  I'archidiacre  du  lien,  ou  le  6oj;rn  rural,  se  fera  rendre  compte  de 
l'etat  de  chaque  paroiase  en  particulier,  selon  l'ordre  de  l'appel  des  curez. 

Et  afin  que  ce  qui  sera  fait  It  la  caltnQt  soit  conforme  a  ce  qui  aura  ete  regie  par 
nous,  ou  noa  archidiacres  dans  les  visites,  et  que  ce  soit  meme  une  occasion  pour  le 
faire  executer,  s'il  ne  l'a  pas  hi,  chaque  cure"  sera  tenu  d'avoir  en  main  l'extrait,  on 
un  double  de  la  derniere  visite,  lequel  aera  In ;  et  l'on  fera  mention  sur  le  registre 
de  la  ralrnbt  de  l'execution  ou  inexecutkm  dea  ordonnancea. 

Pour  faciliter  l'execution  du  present  article,  nous  voulons  qu'en  chaque  paroiase 
il  y  ait  on  registre,  qui  aera  fait  a  la  diligence  des  curez,  lesquels  en  seront  recom- 
penaez  par  le  treaor,  et  qn'ils  ayent  soin  quil  y  ait  quelqu'un  de  prest  an  tempa  de 
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lit  visile,  poor  ecrirc  sur  ledit  registre  nos  ordotmances,  on  celles  de  nos  archidiaeres, 
dans  le  temps  qu'elles  seront  dictees,  lesquelles  etant  signees  par  nous,  ou  par  nos 
archidiaeres,  et  de  leur  greffier,  tiendront  lieu  d'original ;  et  seront  de  meme  foi 
que  celni  qui  demeurera  entre  lee  mains  de  notre  secretaire,  ou  des  greffiers  de  nos 
archidiaeres. 

Seront  aussi  lues  lea  ordonn&nces  de  1b  demiere  caltnot,  et  celles  qui  seront  (sites 
de  uouvean  soigneuaement  ecrites  sur  le  registre. 

Cela  fait,  on  adorers,  le  saint  Sacrement,  et  l'on  se  retirera  au  preshytere,  satis 
s'arreter  a  causer  dans  l'eglise,  ni  k  la  porte,  ni  dans  le  cimetiere :  Ton  ne  s'arretera 
point  dans  les  rues.  Ton  ne  se  dispersera  point  dans  lea  maisons,  lrmis  l'on  ira  droit 
au  presbytere  avec  modestie. 

Ceux  qui  auront  sain  du  repas  feront  en  sorte  qu'il  soit  preat  a  la  sortie  de  l'eglise, 
et  le  cure  du  lieu  aura  soin  que  quelque  ecdenastique  commence  la  lecture  d'un 
chapitre  du  Nouveau  Testament,  auasitdt  que  la  benediction  dea  viandes  aura  ete 
faite  a  haute  voix,  et  quit  aura  pris  le  jubj,  en  la  maniere  qui  est  marquee  dans  le 
Bieviaire. 

Ayant  acheve  la  lecture  du  chapttre,  il  preudra  quelqu'autre  livre  propre  pour 
Pinatruetion  de  la  compagnie,  comme  le  traite  de  la  dignity  des  pretres,  par  Molina 
Chartreux,  ou  quelqu'autre  semblable. 

Le  repas  sera  modeste  en  toute  maniere:  on  y  garden  le  silence,  l'on  n'y  portera 
aucune  saute :  les  viandes  seront  communes  et  sans  una  trop  grande  abondance : 
nous  defendons  absolument  d'y  (aire  plus  de  deux  services,  et  toutes  sortes  de  patis- 
series et  de  confitures,  ce  que  nous  voulons  meme  etre  garde  trea-exactement  lorsque 
nous  serous  presens,  ne  voulant  point  etre  1 'occasion  d'un  desordre  que  nous  devons 
reprimer,  mais  au  contraire  dbnner  exemple  de  la  frugalite  qui  doit  etre  en  toutes 
ces  assemblers. 

Le  repas  sera  d'une  heure  seulement ;  apres  laquelle  on  fera  cesser  le  lecteur.  Ton 
dira  les  grate::,  et  all  y  a  un  jardin  Ton  pourra  y  passer  quelque  temps,  mais  nous 
ne  souhaitons  pas  que  Ton  sorte  du  logis,  ni  que  l'on  souffre  que  les  seculiers  y 
entreat :  on  ne  les  invite™  jamais  a  ce  repas. 

Sur  les  deux  heures  il  y  aura  une  conference  qui  commencera  par  le  Veni  Sonde 
Spiritut,  qui  sera  recite  a  genoux  ;  le  boom  rural  y  preside™  en  notre  absence,  de 
nos  vicaires-generaux  et  de  nos  archidiaeres,  il  en  reglera  la  matiere  si  elle  n'a  pas 
£t£  prescrite  par  nous,  elle  sera  traitee  par  deux  personnes  nominees  &  la  calcntlt 
precedente,  ou  le  sujet  aura  ete  marque ;  le  premier  le  traitera  d'une  maniere  doc- 
trinale,  et  le  second  proposers  les  cas  de  conscience  les  plus  ordinaire*,  sur  lesquels 
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on  prendra  les  avis  de  plusieurs,  et  lea  resolutions  seront  ecrites  but  le  registre,  on 
sar  un  pramitif  pour  y  etre  transcritetj,  ay  ant  ete  raises  au  net  par  quelque  personne 
intelligente. 

Si  outre  la  matiere  proposes  il  se  presente  quelque  cos  ou  aflaite  extraordinaire 
qui  merite  de  prendre  conseil,  on  le  poum  faire  a  la  caltnbt,  et  meme,  s'il  eat 
necessaire,  charger  nos  Uojtns  de  nous  en  commaniquer  a  leur  synode. 

On  le  pourra  faire  aussi  par  le  moyen  du  memoire  que  chacun  des  curez  sera  tenn 
de  dormer  a  son  fiontn,  de  l'etet  de  sa  paroisse,  lequel  sera  dresse"  but  les  articles 
contenus  dans  l'instruction  par  nons  ci-devant  donnee  en  mdcliiii.  ;  et  now  con- 
jurons  tous  nos  curez  de  ne  Be  point  fatigner  de  nous  donner  chaque  annee  ce 
memoire,  qui  pent  etre  aussi  succint  qu'il  doit  etre  net,  et  qu'aucun  ne  se  contents 
pour  s'epargner  si  pen  de  peine  de  nous  dire  que  tout  est  en  meme  etat  que  1'annee 
precedente ;  car,  outre  qu'il  est  impossible  que  cela  soit  en  tout,  ce  que  nous  leur 
demandons  est  si  facile,  que  nous  ne  croyons  pas  qu'apres  l'ayoir  fait  d'une  maniere 
si  particuliere,  il  y  en  ait  encore  quelqu'nn  qui  le  refuse. 

La  conference  finira  par  le  Sub  tuum  prxtidtum,  fyc,  et  chacun  se  retirera  sans 
qu'il  soit  permis  a  qui  que  ce  soit  de  demeurer  dans  les  cabarets ;  ce  que  nous  leur 
derendons  sons  les  peines  portees  par  les  atatuts  de  ce  diocese. 

De  tout  ce  que  dessus,  le  greffier  de  la  talrnoe  dresse™  son  proces  verbal,  dans 
lequel  il  fera  mention  de  l'ordre  qui  aura  ete  garde'  a  la  I alrnbt,  marquera  le  nom 
des  abaena,  et  les  resolutions  qui  auront  ete  prises  dans  la  conference,  poor  Uqnette 
il  aura  un  registre  particulier,  et  duquel  il  fera  un  extrait  qu'il  mettra  entre  les 
mains  da  tonnt  ratal,  pour  etre  joint  aux  tnemoires  qu'il  nous  doit  donner  an  synode. 


Instructions  pour  les  me  moires  qui  doivbnt  etre  donnez  par  deb  Curbs  aux 
SoDtn*  Xluraux  \  la  Qslcnbt. 

ILS  do  i  vent  etre  intitulez,  Memoire  de  I'itot  auqucl  I'eU  trouvee  la  parome  de 
en  la  pretejUe  annee  donnt  a  Monsieur 

le  Bogfn  ttital  de  par  Maitre  Cwri  du  dU  lieu, 

Lks  articles  de  ce  memoire  seront  disunguez  entr'eux. 

Le  premier  marquera  quel  est  le  seigneur  de  la  paroisae,  le  patron-presentateur  on 
collateur,  son  eteodue,  le  nombre  des  communions,  le  revenu,  et  a  qui  il  appartient 
de  lever  les  dimes. 
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Le  second  donnera  counoiasancc  des  ecclesiastiqnes  actnellement  demeurans  en  la 
paroisse,  et  dim  quelle  est  leur  capacite,  et  quelles  sont  leurs  miEiirs,  conform  cm  em 
it  ce  qui  est  marque*  ri-dessus  pour  leg  curez,  s'ila  out  des  pouvoirs  suffisans,  nit 
pour  le  vicariat,  soit  pour  I' administration  dee  Sacremens,  et  marquera  en  particulier 
de  qni  sont  ces  pouvoirs. 

II  rednira  a.  cet  article  ce  qui  regarde  le  maitre-d'ecole,  et  eeux  qui  atpirent  aux 
ordres,  et  dire,  quelle  est  leur  coadaite. 

En  cas  qn'il  y  ait  des  ccclesiaatiques  da  lieu  qni  en  soient  dehors,  il  fera  BOH 
possible  pour  marquer  leurs  noma,  ftge,  capacitl,  emplois,  et  le  lien  de  leur  demenre. 

Le  troisieme  instruira  de  l'etat  de  l'eglise,  et  principalement  si  le  saint  Sacrement 
y  est  conserve  surement  et  d'nne  maniere  decente :  s'il  y  a  des  calices  d'argent :  iTil 
y  a  des  vases  distinguez  pour  les  saintes  huiles:  si  les  fonts  sont  bien  fermez  et 
revetos  de  plomb  e*taim£ :  si  la  couverture  du  chreur  et  de  la  nef  sont  en  bon  etat : 
si  le  cimetiere  est  ferine- :  sll  y  a  dea  ornemens,  des  livres  d'eglise,  et  des  registres 
pour  les  baptemes,  manages,  mortnaires,  etc 

Le  quatrieme  declarers  les  noms  des  personnes  scandalenses,  ill  y  en  t  dans  la 
paroisse,  come  blasphemateurs,  adulteres,  ironcub  in  aires  publics,  hommes  separez  de 
leurs  femmes,  on  femmes  qui  auront  quitte  leurs  maris  sans  etre  autorisees  suffisam- 
ment  pour  le  faire,  usuriers  publics,  ceux  qui  sont  en  inimitie :  ceux  qui  ne  se  sont 
confeasez  pendant  l'annee,  on  n'ont  point  satisfait  an  devoir  de  Pflques. 

Le  dnquteme  fera  connoilre  si  les  comptea  sont  rendns :  et  s'ils  ne  le  sont  pas, 
depuis  quel  temps,  et  qui  sont  les  comptables. 

Le  sixieine,  s'il  y  a  un  inventaire  des  litres  et  papiers  qui  doivent  etre  enfermez 
dans  un  coffre  ferment  a  trois  clefs,  eonformement  am  statuts  du  diocese,  duquel 
inventaire  ils  ayent  mis  unc  copie  au  secretariat  de  notre  evechi. 

Le  septieme,  s'il  y  a  quelque  annexe  on  quelquc  benefice  dans  l'etendue  de  la 
paroisse,  si  les  eglisea  on  chapelles  sont  entretenues,  et  si  on  s'acquitte  des  charges. 

Nous  sonhaitons  non-seulement  que  tons  curez  satisfassent  a  ces  articles;  mais 
nous  les  exhortons  encore  d'y  en  ajouter  d'autres,  selon  qu'ils  jngeront  a-propos, 
afin  que  nos  OogtnS  etaut  uutruits,  nous  le  puiaaions  elre  par  eux,  et  apporter  tons 
nos  soins  a  regler  toutes  choses.  ,   ,  _ 
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Du  Stnode  des 


CE  aynode  doit  etre  fait  avec  d'antant  pins  de  fruit,  qu'il  pent  etre  tenu  avcc 
moiiu  de  confusion ;  et  nous  sommes  persuade  que  si  noa  srchidiflcrcs  et  dob  tngnijf 
nous  y  secondent,  il  sera  facile  de  reineaier  par  le  moyen  de  ce  aynode  anx  plus 
grands  maai  de  notre  diocese. 

Nous  le  commencerons  par  une  mease  basse  que  nous  dirons  a,  huit  henres  dn 
matin  en  notre  eglise  cath&rale  pour  invoquer  le  Saint  Esprit,  k  laquclle  nous 
souhaitons  que  nos  cojrna  soient  preaena  en  aurplis,  bonnet  et  etole  ;  la  mease  dite, 
ils  se  retireront  dans  la  grande  salle  de  l'evech4  oil  se  fera  l'apjtel,  et  ou  nous  leur 
dirons  ce  que  nous  jngerons  a-propos,  par  rapport  a  leura  charges. 

Sur  les  deux  henres  apres  midi,  nous  confererons  avec  enx  en  presence  de  nos 
archidiflcres  des  besoins  de  leura  llOJtnnf},  et  ensuite  ils  nous  mettront  entre  les  mains 
les  memoires  instructifc  de  l'etat  de  toutea  les  paroisses,  qui  leur  auront  iti  foumis 
par  chacon  des  curez  4  la  caUtitt,  aux  quels  ils  ajouteront  leura  memoires,  non- 
senlement  pour  llnstmction  de  l'etat  de  lenr  paroisse  en  particulier,  maia  encore  de 
l'etat  de  leura  Sognm^i,  suivant  ponctuellement  1'instruction  par  nous  ci-devant 
donnee  en  l'annec  mdclxxii.  concne  en  ces  termes. 


ISHTHUCTION  POtJK  LB  MEMOl&B  QUI  DOIT  BTRE  FOURNI  PAR  NOfl  BontM  KutKUI 
LE  JOUR  DR  LEUR  SYNODE. 

NOS  OogtWt  menu  nous  inibrmeront  de  l'execntion  de  nos  ordonnances  dans 
Tetendue  de  lenrs  tojtnnsi ;  nons  rendront  eomple  des  contraventions,  s*il  y  en  a  :  et 
eomme  nons  n'envisageons  en  cela  que  le  bien  de  notre  diocese,  nons  leur  per- 
mettons  de  nous  marquer  lenrs  difncnltez  a.  cet  egard.  Voulons  neanmoins  que  nos 
ordonnaaces  soient  execntees  par  provision,  et  qu'ils  nons  declarent  les  noma  de  eeux 
qnlls  scauront  n'y  avoir  pas  defere. 

Us  auront  une  liste  des  curez  de  lenrs  Csgennf ;,  suivant  laquclle  ils  nons  rendront 
compte  de  l'etat  de  chacune  d'elles  en  particulier:  premieremeni,  i  l'egard  du  curt;: 
en  second  lieu,  a  l'egard  de  l'eglise  et  da  presbyterei  et  enfin,  k  l'egard  des 
paroissiens. 

An  snjet  du  cure,  le  Qonro  rural  nous  inslruira  de  son  nom,  snraom,  et  de  son  Age. 
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II  noni  marquera  auasi  sea  qualite-/  bonnes  et  mauvaises,  soit  da  c6te  de  la  doc- 
trine, soil  da  cote"  des  mceurs.  A  1 'occasion  de  la  doctrine,  il  nous  din  s'il  est  dans 
lea  degrez,  Bachelier  OH  Docteur  en  Tbeologie,  et  en  quelle  University ;  s'il  preehe, 
all  n'enaeigne  rien  que  de  Catholique  t  s'il  le  nut  avcc  Edification,  d'oue  m&niere 
■age  et  discrete ;  et  si,  outre  lea  predications,  il  a  le  soin  de  faire  lea  instructions 
familieres  par  le  moyen  des  pr6nea  qu'il  doit  faire  chaque  dimanebe,  et  des  catf- 
ehismea  que  nous  voulona  etre  fails  exactement  dans  lea  temps  portez  par  les  statuta 
du  diocese. 

A  l'occaaion  dea  mceurs,  il  nous  rendra  compte : 

Premieremcnt,  de  M  residence ;  nous  marquant  s'il  eat,  ou  a  ete  absent,  et  combien 
de  temps. 

En  second  lieu,  de  1 'administration  des  sacremens,  voulant  pour  ce  anjet  qu'il 
entende  lea  plaintes  qni  ponrroient  lui  etre  fakes,  soit  pour  raison  de  refna  ou  de 
negligence,  soit  poor  raiaon  du  pen  de  piete  avec  laquelle  plusieure  traitent  dea 
choses  H  salutes. 

A  l'occaaion  de  cet  article,  il  marqnera  a-peu-pres  le  nombre  de  paroissiena,  et  si 
le  cure  y  entretient  un  vicaire,  en  cas  qu'il  y  soit  oblige;  et  afin  que  nous  en 
puiaaiona  mieux  juger,  il  nous  dira  quel  est  a-peu-pres  le  revenu  de  la  cure. 

En  troisieme  lien,  s'il  porte  la  soutane  dans  le  lien  de  sa  residence,  et  si  du  moina 
il  conserve  la  aoutanelle  loraqu'U  sort,  et  s'il  porte  la  marque  d'un  pretre  en  la  ton- 
sure de  aes  cheveux. 

En  quatrieme  lieu,  s'il  ne  frequente  pas  le  cabaret,  et  s'il  n'a  point  encouru  pour 
ce  anjet,  ou  pour  quelqu'autre,  lea  peines  portees  par  lea  statuts  du  diocese,  et  s'il  ne 
donne  nucnn  anjet  de  scandale  par  le  jnrenflnt,  le  jeu,  la  chaase,  le  tratic  sordide, 
1'exercice  de  la  medicine,  on  chirnrgie,  la  frequentatiou  dea  femmes,  ou  autremeut. 

Quoiqne  lea  articles  traitez  ei-dessus  regardent  principal  erne  nt  la  conduite  des 
curez,  dont  noa  bogf its  nous  doirent  rendre  compte  dans  1'etendue  de  leurs  bonmntl, 
comme  chaque  cure"  le  doit  faire,  a  regard  de  tous  les  ecclesiaatiques  qui  aont  dans 
1'etendue  de  aa  paroisse ;  si  neanmoins  le  COgnt  turol  opprend  quelque  desordre  de 
quelque  ecclesiastique  que  ce  soit,  meme  des  reguliers,  il  sera  tenu  de  nous  en 
instruire. 

Enfin,  all  eat  arrive  que  quelque  cure"  soit  mort  dans  1'etendue  de  son  6oncnni,  il 
nous  fera  connottre  le  soin  qu'il  en  aura  pris,  et  la  msniere  dont  il  aura  6t£  assists, 
et  en  caa  que  le  deport  aoit  ouvert,  de  quelle  maniere  il  est  desaerri. 

A  l'egard  de  l'eglise,  il  nous  dira  si  elle  est  bien  entretenue :  si  ellc  eat  suffisam- 
ment  ornee s  si  le  cimetiere  eat  ferme' :  all  y  a  dea  annexes  on  chapellea :  si  elles  ne 
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sunt  point  en  mine,  et  si  lee  charges  ea  goat  acqauees ;  et  en  cas  que  lee  eglises, 
amieies,  chapelle*  on  presbyteres  soient  en  desordre,  il  nous  marquera  ceux  qui 
doivent  etre  poursuivis  pour  ce  aojet. 

A  l'egard  des  paroissiens,  il  nous  iafonnera  da  scandale  public,  all  y  en  a,  de 
l'usure,  de  I  Inobservance  des  fetes  et  dimancbes,  des  superstitions  qui  pourroient  se 
gliaser,  de  l'abna  des  processions,  pe*lerinagei  et  conrrenes. 

II  reduira  a  cet  article  le*  entreprisee  qui  pourroient  etre  faites  par  lea  heretiques. 
CC.  Norman.  P.  n.  p.  593. 
SS.  Cmutantieiue*. 


SECT.  V.- 
Instructions  to  Beans  Rural  of  the  Diocese  of  Melun,  A.D.  mccclxv. 


Instruct™  Btcanotum  tam  in  cursu  visitation  is,  quasi  ultra. 

QUONIAM  ex  decretis  sanctorum  patrum  statutum  est  et  sancitum,  ne  venerabile 
□omen  episcopi  vilesceret,  non  ad  modicam  civitatem,  Bed  ad  venerabilem  locum 
adtitulandus  est  et  nominandus  episcopus:  qui  etsi  valde  idoneus  sit,  mandata 
tamea  ccelestia  efficacius  exsequatur,  si  onera  sua  partiatur,  et  siciit  matrici  pneest 
ecclesiffi,  its,  awfitpirBbsttri  tit  pUbt  et  rural**  bftanf  statnuntur,  qui  non  solum 
imperiti  et  slmplicis  vulgi  sollicitudtnem  et  curiosam  gerant  affectionem,  veriim 
presbyterorum,  qui  per  minores  titulos  et  ecclesias  habitant,  vitam  jugi  circumspec- 
tioue  custodian  t,  in  qua  unusquisque  indnstria  diviuum  opus  exerceat,  episcopo  suo 
denunciet,  ut  in  nulIo  titubet  ecclesiastica  sollicitudo,  sciat  se  dictorum  arrfjfprrt- 
hnttr  unusquisque  in  sua)  visitatiouis  cursu  et  extra  ad  sequentia  capitula  ex 
Sttscepti  regiminis  debito  oUigarl 

Primi,  cum  attfclpttsbgtttuai  aut  bctanum  ad  ecclesiam  visitationis  causa  decli- 
nare  contigerit,  non  solos,  sed  duobos  fide  dignis,  aut  publico  tabellione,  si  ejus 
fuerit  hujusmodi  facultas,  comitatus  ecclesis  rectorem,  et  clericum,  matricularios  *, 
seu  gagiariog*,  et  parocfaianos  competent!  numero  secundum  sui  discretionem  qui 
ecclesue  magis  aflecti  fuerint,  advocet ;  quibus  pnesentibus,  infra  statutum  tempos 
adimpleaL 


"  .fiditwa  qttibiu  cum  tti  rndi*  tacra." — Ducango. 
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Inquirat  igitiir  de  eccleaia?  subjections  in  ae,  videlicet  ad  enjm  pertinent  ordina- 
tionem  seu  collationem,  rive  domini  Meldensis,  ant  alterius  pneaentantia,  vel  patroni, 
quod  in  visitationis  rotnlo  primum  declaretur.  Inquirat  etiain  circa  ecclerie 
rectorem,  si  intitulatua  ad  earn,  id  rat  rents  curatus  reaideat  in  eadem,  ct  si  non, 
com  per  saeros  canonea  sine  licentift  pnelati  a.  cm*  non  liceat  quemquam  recedere, 
inquirat  de  causft  non  reridentiaa,  et  videat  litteras  scholaritatis,  ant  aliam  dispen- 
sationem,  si  qnam  habeat,  et  acribat  in  visitaaouia  rotnlo. 

Item,  et  ai  verus  intitulatua  sen  curatus  se  acholarem  prntendat,  nisi  de  schola- 
ritate  et  privilegio  doceat  incontinent!,  vet  saltern  in  aynodo  fidem  fecerit,  super  quo 
rescribat  ttetanuj,  rractus  beneficii  arrestet,  et  committat  secundum  formnm  infri 
scriptam. 

Item,  cum  curatus  secundum  canonnm  pnecepta  in  sacro  preabvteratua  ordice 
debeat  constitui  infra  anni  spatlum  k  tempore  adepti  beneficii,  inquirat  super  eo 
vttauH:  et  si  non  promotum  ad  sacrum  presbyteratua  ordinem  reperiat,  arrestet 
fructus,  et  committat,  ut  prssdidtur. 

Item,  et  si  in  die  sancto  Sabbati  Paschs  non  sit  pnesens  ecclesiso  curatus,  ex  ejus 
ditecesis  statute  synodali  fructua  beneficii  domino  acquisiti  sunt,  nisi  de  non  resi- 
dendo  fuerit  cnm  eo  dispenaatum:  fructua  beneficii  ad  mannm  domini  ponat,  et 
arrestet,  niai  de  dispensatione  ant  aliter  ordinatione  per  dominum  facta,  litteraliter 
et  in  continent!  fiat  aibi  fides. 

Item,  et  fructua  beneficii  eorum  qui  in  synodo.  non  interfuerunt  arrestet,  et  ad 
mannm  domini  ponat.  Et  super  omnibus  his  arreatis  caveatur,  ut  slatlm  post 
arrestum  idoneoB  committat  et  fide  digno3,qui  solvendo  sint  ad  receptionem  fructnum 
et  beneficii  administrationem  sumptibus  ipaiua  beneficii,  quam  parcioribus  et  mino- 
ribus  fieri  potent  pro  beneficii  utilitate,  dictiaque  sic  commissis  brevem  assignet 
terminnm,  ad  quern  in  enrift  Meldenai  compareant,  ut  dicti  beneficii  administration! 
per  officialem  et  sigilliferum  plenitis  provideatur,  nee  manum  levent  in  quibuscunqne 
caribua,  nisi  de  expeditione  fructunm  per  literas  patentee  signeto  et  sigillo  curies 
aigUlatas  ei  conatet  sub  forma  debita:  alioquln  de  fructibus  in  damnis  domino 
Meldenai  ac  aliia  ad  quos  spectabiint  satisfaciant,  et  aliter  arbitrarie  pnniantnr. 

Item,  et  si  reperiat  brronua  cum  vero  curato  de  non  reaidendo  legitime  dispensa- 
tum  esse,  Inquirat  si  deserviens  seu  vicarius  pneaentatus  merit,  et  per  dominum 
approbatus :  de  quo  incouunenti  debebit  aibi  fidem  facere  per  litteras  domini  anno 
pro  quo  visitat  i  iiiniiinii  alioquln  administrationem  inhibeat  eidem  vicario  aut 
commisso,  cujuscunque  etiam  status  sit,  ipsumque  ex  officio  dtet  pro  hujusmodi 
eicessu.  Et  ante  diem  ">°*i™"  sciebat,  fructusque  beneficii  arrestet,  et  committat, 
ut  pnedicitur. 
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Item,  de  vita,  et  honestate  rectoris  parochial,  et  ejus  hooest&  conversation ,  si  ve 
iutitulatns,  id  est  Terns  curatua  reaidens  sit,  give  vicarins  et  communis  diligenter 
inquirat,  pneserOm  ai  tabernam  in  domo  presbyterali  teneat,  si  domus  intra  fines 
cemeterii  sit  coustituta,  ai  focariam  sen  concubinam  tecum  habeat,  quod  omnino 
tub  pcanis  statutorum  synodalium  fieri  prohibeat ;  et  generaliter  ai  parochiania  ant 
habitantibua  in  scandalo  sit,  aut  per  ejus  defectum  aliquis  in  administratione  sacra- 
mentoram  defectus  fuerit. 

Item,  ai  unit  (fie  per  presbyterum  eti&m  approbatum  tina  solum  misaa  celebretnr, 
et  non  dnse  vel  plnres  tine  causa  speciali,  de  qua  per  litteras  domini  constat,  at  pras- 
dicitur,  eicepto  Nativitatis  Domini  die. 

Item,  inquirat  an  in  paroctui  aint  aliqni  excommunicati,  et  4  quo  tempore,  et  ai 
aggravati,  vel  re-aggravati  nnt,  et  a  in  excoromuuicationis  aententia  continue 
perseverent 

Rem,  an  apod  curatuni  aint  registra  excommnnicatornm,  et  si  excommunicati 
aingtilia  diebus  dominicis  in  ecclesite  prono  nominentur :  que  omnino  fieri  pnecipiat 
sub  pcenis  in  statntia  synodalibua  contends.  Et  si  registra  non  habeat  cnratna  ant 
rector  quicunque  sit,  ei  prsefigatur  terminus  intra  quern  a  registratore  curie  copiam 
habeat  regiatri  manu  ejus  regiatratoris  signatam. 

Item,  ai  aint  aliqni  publice  usnrarii,  aortilegi,  lueretici,  idolatns,  apoatatse,  adulter!, 
et  concubinarii,  publice  diffamati,  vel  leproai,  aut  de  lepra  suspectL 

Item,  si  aint  uliqui  eccleaiasticam  juriadictionem  impedientes:  qnoa  faciant  excom- 
muuieatos  denunciari  singulis  diebus  dominicis  in  eccleais  prono*  secundum  fbrmam 
cedulffi  nuper  k  domino  Meldensi  episcopo  compoaibe  valde  compendiosc. 

Item,  si  aint  aiiqui  per  aacra  prohibita  deteatando  jurantea,  qui  in  fide  videntur 
male  aentire, 

Item,  de  domo  preabyterali  et  utensilibna  preabyteratus,  et  se  inter  rectorem  eccle- 
sia;,  parocbianos,  et  matricularios,  eis  sit  aliqualis  rancor,  aeu  peneveret,  quantum 
possibile  erit  provides  t,  injungatque  et  faciat  per  rectorem  eccleaite  et  matricularios 
litteras  fieri  aub  curis;  Meldensis  aigillo  de  concordU  inter  ipsoa  super  reparationibua 
et  utenaiUbus,  factaque  tute  snb  custodifl  conaerventnr. 

Item,  et  si  martyrologium  habeant  curati,  et  pracipiat  omnia  donata  ecclens 
quocumque  titulo  in  eo  scribi,  et  relicta  sive  legata  cum  diligentiS  procnrari  per 
ecclests  rectorem  et  matricularinm,  a.  quolibet  et  quantum  in  ae  eat,  litterasque  et 
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titulos  rernm  eccleaia?  don&tamm  gab  fida  custodia  in  eccleeite  area  custodiant,  sub 
pceniH  aynodalium  atatutorum. 

Item,  et  idem  de  matricnlariis,  quod  ecclesie  vel  aancta  relicta  proenrent,  et  si 
aliqui  lint  reditua  ecclene  detinentea,  quod  singulis  diebua  dominieis  excommunicati 
niuieientur.  , 

Item,  propter  pericula  qns  area  partus  mulierum  scepe  eveniant,  diligenter  in- 
quirat  et  facial  quod  in  unaqnaque  parochia  una  sit  obstetrix  jurats  ant  dna?  junta 
parochis  multitudinein,  ct  ad  banc  eligendam  et  procurandnm  quod  eligatur  cogant 
matricularios  eccleaue  per  citationem  officii,  si  opus  ait,  ipsamque  electam  ad  curiam 
inittant  indilate,  ut  examinetur,  et  jurat,  ut  moris  eat,  litterasque  approbations  a, 
enrift  obtineat,  et  de  ejus  electione  rescribat,  ant  rescribi  injungat  per  ecclence 
rectorem. 

Item,  unumquemque  rectorem  ecclesue  cogant  statnta  syoodalia  et  novas  consti- 
tutionea  habere  sub  poena  etatuti  synodalis;  alioqnin  piena  ejuadem  alatuti  ab  ipsorum 
quolibet  exigetur.  Quibus  si  quidem  BCTutatfs  visitando  ecclesiie  statum,  et  sacraria, 
jocalia  et  mobilia  qusecumque  diligenter  scnitetar  et  perquirat  Primo  nempe  a 
dignioribua  inchoana  corpus  Christi  eacram  eucharistiam  rererent^r  suscipiat,  et 
boneete  caveua  circa  ejus  administrationem  et  tutelam,  quaadam  speciaEa,  videlicet 
nt  in  vase  mnndo  et  bonesto  panno  aericove  hooesto  cooperto  in  armariolo  vel 
fenestra  sub  tntl  et  fina  clave  clandatnr,  ne  possdt  ad  illud  temeraria  vel  prophana 
manos  extendi  ad  horribilia  et  nefnria  committenda.  Nam  si  incaute  relinquatur,  is 
ad  quern  ejus  custodia  pertinet,  tribus  menaibns  est  ab  officio  suspendendns :  et  si 
netarinm  quid  contigerit,  gravius  jnxta  delicti  qualitatem  punietur. 

Item,  qnod  du»  sint  cuppra  sen  duo  repositoria,  unnm  videlicet  qnod  pro  hostiis 
conservandis  rem  an  eat,  alteram  quod  ad  iufirmoa  deferatur. 

Item,  quod  secundum  parochianorum  mnltitudinem  et  temporis  dubium,  duat  vel 
tres  ant  plures  bostiea  conserventnr,  qute  aspe  renoventur  propter  corruption^  peri- 
cula. Et  super  bias  et  super  aliis  qute  §equi  poasunt,  doceant  aacerdotea  secundum 
sua  svnodalia  statnta  fore  discratos. 

Item,  et  continue  lumen  aeu  lampas  ardent  ante  corpus  Christi,  qui  est  candor 
lade  icterus.  Secundo,  ad  sanctum  Cbriama  descendena,  illud  in  vase  sano,  boaeslo 
et  integro  enstodiri  facia*,  et  qnod  de  quolibet  oleo  ait  competenter  in  vasia  distinctis : 
super  quorum  quolibet  cednla  sit  continens,  oleum  &c.  clarfe  scripta,  ne  uno  pro 
reliquo  sacerdos  inadvertenter  ntatur. 

Item,  et  quod  in  tuta  fenestra  sen  armariolo  Christi  corporis  inferiors  cum  clave 
aecura  custodiatur,  ne  ad  Qhid,  ut  pnudicitnr,  profana  et  ne&ria  manna  extendatur. 
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quod  et  de  fbntinm  lapide  advertat  qui  mundi  servandi  Bunt.     Tertio   quod  calii 
integer  sit  argcnteus,  non  cupreus,  ant  de  Htanno,  et  quod  bonum  habeat  repoeito- 

rinm :  et  si  facultas  ecdesue  patiatiir,  qnod  duo  aint  calices TUliquum  den- 

deratur  in  MS.  codice. 

Statuta  Synadaiia  EcUetUe  Meldeiui*,  Anno  mccolxv. 

TAaavrttt  Novum  Anecdotorvm.    Ton™  quartos  (ra>L926,  eeqq.) 

Studio  et  operd  Ediiraudl  Martene  et  Ursiiii  Durand, 

Luteua  PariaionuD,  mdccxvii. 


SECT.  VI.— atom*  of  0Utt. 

Regulations  foe  the  Office  of  Stcbp«abj[t«-rura(  in  the  Diocese  op  Mete, 
by  Bishop  Caedinal  D'Escaes,  A.D.  mdcx. 


i.  PENES  te  habcnnt  atcfiiprtsbjjtirl  librum,  in  quo  parochorum,  capellanonun, 
omniumque  sacerdotum,  in  suo  aubipcts&gttratu  cotuustentium  nomina  descripta 
rant.  Annotentque,  qnibus  ecclesiis,  et  beuenciis  prffisint,  vel  inserriant,  a>  qnibus  ea 
obtineant,  vel  approbate  suit,  ad  iia  inservienduin,  ant  confessiones  audieudum,  n«que 
lkeat  cuiquam  quocunque  pnetextu  benefiriia  nliia  inaervire,  qnoquo  modo,  prius- 
qutlm  oomen  suum  arcblpttS&StttC  dederit,  iascriptusque  fiierit  in  ejus  catalogo. 

ii.  Visitent  singulis  annis,  et  lustrent  sibi  subditas  parochias  EttfllpttttbBtnt, 
comitante  procuratore  capltuli,  vel  alio,  quem  elegerint,  idoueo,  et  perito  sacerdote : 
inqairantque  diligenter  de  vita,  et  moribus  subditorum :  et  advertaut  sedulo,  num 
aliquid  desit  eccleaiia,  et  iUud  statlm  suppleri  curent,  Eos  tamen  chnritativii  exd- 
piant  parochi,  qui  ne  aiunis  et  superfluis  samptibus  graventar,  curent  atcbfEttsbnttit. 
Diridantur  vero  sumptus  ex  fequo  in  visit&tos :  refundantque  ranguii  ei,  qui  visitantes 
hoapitio  exceperit,  quod  per  schedulam  aictltnttSbnteti  manu  signatam  jubebuntur : 
eantque  penes  ae  reaervent  viaitatoribus  generalibus  tradendam. 

in.  Agant  anbi^iesbvttri  send  tarn  cum  parochis  ipsis,  quim  cum  scabuiit,  atque 
aliis  piin  viiis  cujusque  loci,  at  firsctse,  quss  passim  occurrunt,  cruces  restituantur,  et 
in  locis  celebrioribus  nova  defigantur. 

iv.  Teneaator  omnes  parochi  infra  mensem  a  publicanone  prssssMJs  statuti  resi- 
dere  personaliter  in  suis  paroeuiis:    non  obstantibus  quibusconque  licentiis,  quss 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


Sect.  VI.]  Jpranw Woceftt  of  iMrti.  931 


mnnes  revc-camus,  et  revocatas  dectaramus,  nib  prenis  statutis  contra  dob  n 

in  beneficiis  curatis.     Attendant  vero  diligenter  arcfcipttilbDtrri,  num  quia  forte  hide 

decreto  non  pareat,  nosque,  vel  vicarium  nostrum  generalem  certiorem  quamprimnm 

reddant 

v.  SXtcbfytrtboterl  in  bannis,  sea  proclamationibaa  matrimonialibus  sub  poena 
decern  frencoram,  ne  dispensent  qnoennque  pnetextu ;  inulto  vera  mums  csteri 
parocbi 

vi.  Inquirant  atrbiam&nUri  sedulo,  an  fabricarum  hospitaliom,  et  locoraro 
piorum  redditas  in  alios  nana,  quam  debeant,  convertantur :  si  qnem  abnntm  repe- 
rerint,  ad  officiates  nostras  deferant,  qui  reliquam  pecuniam  in  locorum  reparationes, 
vel  orn&menta  converti  enrent 

vii.  Si  qua  sacra  loca  belli,  vel  temporia  injuria  diruta  reperiantur,  curent  tirtjli- 
pttsbsttri  eorum  statum,  si  turn,  nuncupationes,  bona,  redditas,  et  onera  notare  i 
nobisqne  quamprimum,  saltern  intra  sex  menses,  significare :  nt  de  translations 
benefidornm  aimpnchim  in  us  locis  existentium  deccrnatnus,  et  contra  illicitos 
bononun  ecclesiasticomm  detentores  procedamus. 

vin.  Omnibus  strhtprrrfiDtrrlfl,  et  eonun  cuilibet  prcecipimus,  quatenus  nomina,  et 
cognomina  omnium  parochorum,  et  vicariorum  snomm  ad  sacerdotium  non  promo- 
toruni,  non  residentium,  nee  non  excommunicatorum,  et  pnblicoram  concubina- 
riornm,  usurarioruro,  et  aliorum  id  generis  damnats  conversationis,  si  qui  forsitiLn 
aiiit,  4  domo  Dei  dejiciendorum,  ad  fiscales  nostras,  omni  excusatione  semotft,  infra 
duos  menses  deferant. 

ii.  Sciant  attblprtBDnterf  ae  ideo  aliia  presbyteris  ease  prtelatoa,  ut  eorum  saluti 
nobiacnm  iavigilent :  utqae  eorum  mores,  actionea,  verba,  imuio  et  omisaiones,  quo 
viciniores  HHa  aunt,  diligentliis  obaervent,  ac  delinqnentee  ad  nos,  ant  offidales 
noatros  deferant  Idcirco  officii  sui  memores  cave  ant,  ne  delinquentibus  ipsis  nllo 
pacto,  ullove  pnetextu  conniveant  Sed,  si  quia  ex  parochis,  aliitque  snbditu  aula 
adversns  decreta  hssc  nostra,  vel  eorum  aliqnod,  ant  egerit,  aut  agere  omiserit,  earn 
omnino  deferant  Alias  neghgentise  posnas  arbitrariaa  hunt  Cujua  negtigentia?, 
immo  potiua  conniventue  toties  rei  habeantur,  quoties  ab  alio  aliquo,  priuaquam  ah 
ipais,  criminosos  deferri,  et  crimina  probari  contigerit 


x.  Singulis  annis  fiat  tantalum  rucalt,  a,  qno  nemo  absit  sine  causa  legitima, 
e&que  srtbtpmtigUro  probata. 

zi.  Cnnvocatis  omnibus  deferat  unnaquisque  snaa  difficnltates  in  scripus  ad  aribi- 
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prtstijjUtum :   isqae,  qua;  erunt  gravioris  moment!,  ad  noa,  ant  vicarinra  nostrum 

xn.  In  ecclesia  sno  qaisqoe  loco  sedeat  cam  gravitate,  et  naodestia  snperpellicio 
indutns  deeenter  cum  pileo  qaadrato,  et  tunsura  clericali,  qaam  coronam  yoeant. 
Nemo  ex  ecclesii  discedat  absque  artbfpm&jjtm  licentia,  et,  ut  omnea  bini,  et  bini 
in  eccletdam  convenire  debuerunt  sequente  attbfprtflojteto,  ita  et  egrediantur  eodem 
online,  subsequent*!  etium  aTthtprrsbptno,  qui  solus  stolara  deferet. 

xtii.  Assidente  mensee  atchtprtsbjtttti,  omnea  assideaut,  aurgcntc,  sanrant :  nemo 
ad  sequalea  hnustiis  provocet  socium,  vel  Lmportunis  sermonibos  lectorem  impediat, 
ant  adstantes. 

xiv.  In  miasa  cantent  omnes  modeste  pneenntibna  cantoribna :  nemo  nunium 
festiaet;  in  celebranda  item  miasa,  quam  omnea,  ubi  commode  fieri  potent,  celebra- 
bant,  is  ordo  aervetar,  qnem  designaverit  attbiprtsbDtcr  ex  acripto  affixo,  loco  con- 
spicuo  ecclesisp. 

xv.  Liceat  unicuique  Bervata  modestia,  si    quid  habeat,   quod  correctione,  vel 

mutatione  egeat,  illud  proponere,  neque  uUam  inde  timeat  aibi  conflandam  invidiam. 

xvi.  Quod  propoaUnm  erit :    ri  tale  ait,  quod  expediri  posit,  extemplo  illud  ex 

consilio  capitult,  vel  peritorum  expediatni ;   si  vero  res  maturiori  examine  egeat,  ad 

nos,  aut  vicarinm  nostrum  referatur. 

xvii.  Librum  habeat  attbiprtsbgter,  in  quo  statim  deacribi  caret,  et  resolntiones, ' 
monition  esque  factas,  ut  supra  dictum  est,  suoque  signo,  et  procurator^  sui,  item  et 
secretarii,  quern  elegerit,  totum  roboret,  et  confirmet. 

xtiii.  Caveant  diligenter  parochi,  ne,  quo  tempore  ipei  in  nnnm  convenientes 
debent  efficadus  ad  virtutem  populis  prtebere  exemplum,  majorem  ruins»  anaam  prs- 
beant.  Longe  vera  abaint  omnea  crapuls,  et  ebrietates,  discordiae,  contentions ; 
inter  convivandum  sit  unna  semper  lector,  qui  toto  prandio  aelecta  aliquot  ex  sacris 
Uteris  capita,  altfi,  et  inteUigibili  voce  legal,  qnem  nemo  interturbet 

xix.  Omnibus  ex  arte  consideratis,  absolutbque  omnibus,  dimittat  omnes  parochos 
in  pace  art[)tnrra&Dtrr :  neque  cuiqnam  ante  dimissioaem  exire  liceat.  .  Data,  et 
accepts,  exeondi  licentia,  recedant  unnaquisque  in  snas  parochiaa:  canponas  ne 
intrent,  neve  in  iis  compotationibus  vacent. 

xx.  Si  quia  antem  adeo  sui  ait  immemor,  et  negligens,  ut  inebrietnr,  statim  mulcts 
decern  fi-ancorum  emendetur  ab  nrtbtpwsbjtero  pro  ana  vice,  vel  ulteriore  etiam 
pcenfi  pro  ratione  scandal! ;  cedat  vero  ea  mulcts,  artbiprtabDttro  pro  tcrtifi  parte,  et 
procurator;  pro  reliquis,  in  usum  ettlestat  tapftulartfl. 

xxi.  Novos  parochos  ue  numptibus  gravenl:  neve  ab  iis  in  ingressu  aliqoid  ultra 
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decern  francos  exigant  rajiitulaics,  ubi  haetenus  consuevit  illiquid  exigi :  abi  tamen 
ea  consuetude  noo  fait,  nihil  omninb  exigatur. 

xxii.  Quas  ex  autiqua  consuetudine  solvent  in  ingressu  parochi  pecuniaa,  in  com- 
munem  usum  recipiat  procurator  cayitttU  :  earumque  rationem  coram  omnibus,  qui 
interesse  votuerint,  reddat:  viderintque  attbtpmbgUri,  ne  fnperflniB  snmptibus  con- 
snmant,  quod  pro  necessitatibus  reservaium  oportnit, 

i*m.  In  ccclesiis,  ad  quas  ex  antiquo  convenire  solent  parochi  celebratori  siium 
raplluluui  turalr,  a  collatoribus,  scabinis,  vel  parochiania  tot  altaria  decenter  inetru- 
autur,  totque  sacra?  vestes,  et  ornaments,  missis  necessaria  parentur,  at  aiuguli  parochi 
misaam  dicere  possint :  hoc,  nisi  factum  fuerit,  liberum  ut  artt)ipr«bgtsto,  et  parocbis 
ali&m  ecclesiam  sibi  bene  visam  commodam  eligere,  et  ad  earn  convenire. 


xxiv.  Pnemissft  missa  de  Spiritu  Sancto,  Dei  timorcm  pre  oculis  habentes  ex 
parocbis  eum  eligant  in  artfiiprtefigterum,  qui,  et  vitae  probitate,  et  scienaa  ceteris 
praducere  possit,  quique  raorum  gravitate,  sermone,  et  exhortetionibus  csteros  in 
officio  continere  possit.  IUud  autem  maxime  caveant,  ne  quern  impudicitiaj 
mspectum  asaumant. 

xxv.  Electionem  factain  archidiaconis,  nt  moris  eat,  reprssentent,  et  personam ; 
quo  ab  iis  juxta  eacras  constitutiones  discussio  diligens,  et  exacta  super  moribus,  et 
doctrina  electi,  fieri  posait. 

xxvi.  SSnfjlprrft&sttro  coufirmato,  ut  par  est,  parochi  obedient:  alias  casUgandi 


pro  meritis  ab  officialibua  uostris. 


CC.  Gtrmania,  Tom.  vm.  p.  i 


SECT.  Vir.— Siocttft  of  Kicfm*. 

Articles  op  Inquiry  for  Beans  ifcutal  of  the  Diocese  o 
by  Archbishop  Hi  n  char,  A.D.  dcccuciviii. 


Capitcla  quibus  de  rebus  Maoistri  et  Brrani  per  singulas  ecclesias 
inquirers,  bt  episcopo  renuntiarb  debeant. 

HjEC  omni  anno  iuvestiganda  sunt  a,  magistria  et  OMimtB  presbyteris  per  singulas 
matrices  ecclesias,  et  per  capeUas  parocbia?  nostra?,  et  nobis  Kalendis  Juliin  renun- 
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tianda.     Similiter  etiam  investigandum  et  renunnandum  est  nobis,  qnaliter  obaer- 
ventur  et  custodian  tur  ilia,  qua:  capitulatim  observanda  presbytcris  dcdimus. 

I.  Inquirendum  in  qua  villi,  ant  cnjuslibet  soncti  honore,  pratitulatus  sit  pres- 
byter, Tel  a>  quo  fiicrit  ordinatus. 

II,  Si  habeat  mansnm  habentem  bnnnuaria*  duodecun,  prater  eeemeterinm,  et 
cortem,  nbl  ecclesia  et  domus  ipsius  continctur,  ant  si  habeat  mancipia  qnatuor. 

in.  Quot  mansos  habeat  in  sua  parochia  ingenuiles  et  servile*,  aut  accolas,  undo 
decimam  accipiat. 

it.  Qualia  aint  indumenta  altaris,  quot  nova  et  quot  vetuata,  qnaliter  nitida. 
Quo  metallo  aint  capes  et  cruces  coopertas.  Aut  at  diligenter  reconditae  aunt  reli- 
quiai  in  altari.     Si  ipse  capaae  seris  munitas  sunt. 

v.  Quoa  et  quot  libros  habeat,  aut  si  bene  recitati. 

vi.  Qualia  aut  quot  aacerdotalia  vestimenta  habeat,  et  qualiter  Bint  nitida,  ant  ia 
nitido  loco  collocentur. 

vti.  Si  habeat  locum  pr&paratnm,  ubi  efinndi  potsit  aqua  quando  abluttntur  vasa 
altaria,  aut  oa  vel  mauus  post  pereeptionem  sacra?  communionis.  Ant  si  ipse  pres- 
byter propriis  manibus,  aut  diaconus,  aut  subdiaconus  ejus,  lavet  primo  corporate. 

viii.  Quo  metallo  ait  calii  et  patena,  ant  qua  diligentia  custodiantur,  aut  si 
habeat  pyxidem,  ubl  congroe  poesit  recoudi  sacra  ablatio  re&ervanda  ad  viaticum 
innrmis. 

ix.  Ut  chrisma  et  oleum  consecratnm  sub  sera  recondantur. 

x.  Si  ipse  presbyter  visitet  infirmos,  et  inungat  oleo  sane  to,  et  commumcet  per  ae, 
et  non  per  qnemlibet,  et  ille  ipse  commumcet  populum,  nee  tradat  communlonem 
cniquam  laTco  ad  deferendum  in  domum  suam  causa  cnjuslibet  infirmL 

xi.  Si  habeat  clericum,  qui  possit  teoere  scholam,  aut  lege  re  epistolam,  aut  cunere 
valeat,  pront  necesaarium  sibi  videtur. 

xii.  Investigandum  nihilo minus  de  luminaribua  ecclesia?,  ant  quot  cerarios  habeat 
ipse  titnlus. 

xm.  Qualiter  sit  cooperta  ecclesia,  aut  si  sit  camerata,  et  ut  ibl  columbe  vel  alia; 
avea  non  nidificent,  propter  immunditiem,  vel  impottonitatis  inquietudinem.  . 

xiv.  Quo  metallo  habeant  ibidem  signa. 

xv.  Si  atrium  habeat  munitum.     Ant  si  cellam  propriam  habeat  juxta  ecclesiam, 
a  circnitu  ottiola  aim. 
i  decimia  qnatuor  portiones  fiant  juxta  institutionem  canouicam,  et  ipsa? 

•     "  Mstumtoi  quantum  Urra  aicHl  fltatra."— Spelman.  in  v. 
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sub  testhnonio  dnoram  aut  triam  fideliam  studiose  et  diligenter  dividantur.  Et  ut 
de  duabtis  portionibus,  ecclesise  et  episcopi,  ratio  reddatur  per  singuloa  annus,  quid 
indi  profeeerit  in  ecdesiS. 

xvii.  Ut  matricularios  habeat  juxta  qnalitatem  loci,  non  bubukos  ant  porcarios, 
sed  debiles  et  pauperes,  et  de  eodem  dominio.  Nisi  forte  ipse  presbyter  habeat 
fratrem,  aut  aliquem  propinquum  debilem,  aut  pauperrimum,  qui  de  eadem  decimft 
snstentetur.  Reliquos  autem  proplnquos,  si  juxta  se  habere  volucrit,  de  sua  portione 
vestiat  atqne  pascat 

xvm.  Inveetigandum  similiter,  si  nihil  patrimonii  habens,  quando  provectus  est  ad 
ordinem  ecclesiasticuni,  postea  emerit  pradia,  cujus  juris  sint ;  quoniam  ecclesie,  ad 
quam  de  nihil  habentibua  promotus  est,  esse  debent  juxta  canonic^  auctoritatis 
decretum. 

xix.  Inquirendum,  si  occasione  hujus  pnecedeatis  capituli  aliqnis  presbyterorum 
abhlnc  de  reditibus  ecclesJEe,  vel  oblationibus  ac  votis  fidelium,  alieno  nomine  res 
comparaverit,  et  ibl  structuras  fecerit,  vel  qua?  ad  ecclesiam  pertinent  ibi  coUocaverit, 
et  mulierum  frequentationem  inibi  fieri  permiserit,  vel,  quod  turpius  est,  tales  mulieres 
ibi  habuerit,  qua?  lanifirium  suum  exerceant,  et  cnram  domfls  agant :  et  ad  eadem 
loca  presbyter  incongrue  recurrerit,  frequentaverit,  vel  manserit,  quoniam  contra 
decreta  canonum  hoc  malum  agitur,  it  quibus  perpetratur.  Quia,  sicut  nee  auo,  it& 
nee  alieno  nomine  presbyter,  vel  quilibet  sub  regulQ,  foenus  esercere  debet,  multu 
minus  autem  fraudem  facere  de  facultatibus  ecclesiasticis,  quoniam  hoc  ag-ere  sacri 
legum  est,  et  par  crimen  Ananias  et  Sapphire:,  atque  Juda  furis,  qui  sacras  obla- 
tiones,  qua  ad  usus  fidelium  ac  pauperum  mittebantur,  asportabat  et  furabatur.  Nam 
aliud  est  sine  dispendio  ecclesue  amicis  vel  parentibus  pauperibus,  aut  quibuslibet 
necestuoais(i.c  indigentibusgLwarg-.),  ex  caritate  cum  mensurft  et  ratione  subvenire, 
vel  adjutorium  ferre,  et  aliud  cum  destructione  ecclesie,  vel  dissipatioue  facultntum 
eccleaiasti cu.ru m,  quasi  furtlm,  immo  fnrtiui,  qua  ecclesis  ease  debuerant,  et  usibus 
illius  ac  pauperum  seu  hospitum  impend!,  camalium  carnaliter  usibus  sine  divino 
respectu  inaervire.  Et  de  nihil  babentibus  promotus  presbyter  non  prasumat  qua;  de 
facultatibus  ecclesim  comparaverit  vendere,  vel  quasi  ad  causam  Dei  traders,  nisi  ad 
ecclesiam  cujus  propria?  esse  debent,  sine  consultu  episcopi. 

xx.  Inquirendum,  si  de  tabernis  et  de  comessationibua,  et  de  fumiliaritate  indebitfi 
mulierum  se  custodian  t  presbyteri,  siciit  Bapissime  interdiximus  et  interdicimus,  quid, 
ad  contumeliam  nostram  laici  me  petunt.ut  si  evidenter  cum  testibus,quo  negari  non 
posait  &  quoquam,  presbyterum  in  tabernis  invenerint,  caballum  et  cappam  inde  eia 
habere  lioeat     Quapropter  si  abhlnc  presbyte.i  se  de  talibus  non  caverint,  quia. 
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divinum  non  timent  judicium,  temporalem  itlis  inveniemufl  coatumeliam,  et  SEeculare 
illomm  incorrigibilitati  adinveniemun  iletrimentum."  * 

After  which  are  subjoined  other  instructions  "  de  illicito  clericornm  accessu  ad 
ftEininas,  et  qui  redone  de  illo  arguendi  vel  purgandi  Bint." 

Ex  Hincmari  Capit.  et  Coronal.  Oper.  Tom.  t. 


SECT.  VIII.— 1.  Btoctut  cf  ttoum. 
Precepts  for  Drang  Kutal  of  the  Diocese  of  Rouen. 

PrjBC«pta  Biennis  facta  post  Synodum  Hvemalem. 
A.D.  mccxlv.  et  data  us  in  script  a. 

IN  primia  ut  Prtecepta  sua  Synodalia  antequam  recedant  corrigant  secundum 
nostra,  qua;  fiierunt  in  synodo  recitata,  et  infra  mensem  faciant  eodem  modo  ad  sua 
prtecepta  correcta,  corrigi  omnium  presbyterorum  pnecepta. 

Item,  ut  diligenter  et  sine  mora  inquirant,  qui  de  suis  presbyteris  vel  personia 
defuerunt  synodo  in  supellicio  et  cum  stola.  Et  illos  qui  aunt  persons  et  vicarii :  et 
non  intexruerunt  in  supellicio. 

Item,  omnes  illos  preabyterot  et  persona*,  qui  in  synodo  cum  supellicio  capuchun 
tenuernnt  Super  quibus  si  opus  fuerit  eos  astringent  proprio  juramento,  et  omni- 
bus quo*s  culpabiles  invenerint  diem  competentem  assignent,  ut  coram  domino 
arcbiepiscopo  compareant  cum  Uteris  bttimi,  ab  eodem  archiepiscopo  punitionem 

Item,  pnecipimus  Decants,  ut  emendas  fideliter  colligant  et  sine  mora,  nemini 
dando  dilationem  sine  maiidato  offidalia,  et  scrip turam  emendarum  penes  ae  reti- 
neant,  ut  de  cis  poaaiut  reddere  compotum  di%entem. 


*  The  Articles  of  Enquiry,  dram  up  by  Itheginon  far  the  use  of  the  bishops  and  their 
officers,  hi  Germany  and  other  Continental  Stales,  are  io  little  different  from  these  of  the 
diocese  of  Rheims  as  to  render  it  unnecessary  for  ma  to  extract  them  from  the  CC.  Germanut 
— where  they  occur  in  Vol.  n.  p.  438 — bearing  the  title,  "  /nouiriiu  de  hit,  qua  epiicopat, 
vel  ejtit  niniftti,  in  too  dutriciu  vel  territorio  inquirere  debeant  per  vicoi,  pagot,  alqut  paro- 
chial iua  diaeeteot."  They  are  also  found  in  the  Abbot  of  Prumia'a  work  De  DUciplinu 
EecleeUuticit. 
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Item,  ut  unuaquisque  DctanUK  majores  pcenas  exigat  in  buo  btcanatu,  et  debitores 
ear  urn  monitioue  premiaaa  ad  aolvendum  censors  ecclesiastics  autoritate  nostra 
compellat,  itn  quod  ipsia  infra  diem  asaignandum  possiot  oetendcre  rationera. 
Nomina  autem  condemn  atorum,  et  in  quantum  fuerint  conderonati,  tradat  et* 
Joannes  Baiton. 

Nullam  causam  pecuniariam,  nee  aliam  nisi  forte  ex  eonviciis,  teneat  coram  se 
btranW  aliquia,  nee  de  sua  excommunicatione  emendam  exigat,  ad  plus  ultra 
qninque  solidos. 

Proecipitur  eisdem  quod  viriliter  et  fideliter  contra  baillivos  et  ricecomitea  man- 
data  curia;  exequantur,  ac  etiam  contra  alios  potentes.  Qui  vero  neg-ligena  Tel 
remiasua  super  hoc  invenietur,  punietur  :  et  hoc  eisdem  pracipiant  arrant  presbyteris 
in  sub  (apt iulis. 

Pracipiant  etiam  otcani  presbyteris,  ne  de  cetero  sigilla  sua  tradant  stria  clericis 
deferenda,  et  quod  nihil  sigiUent  donee  diligenter  viderint  quod  mandatur,  nee  priua 
sigillent  donee  mandatum  quod  eis  injungitur,  diligenter  fuerit  ezecutum. 

Item,  preecipitur  sub  gravissima  peena,  ne  aliquia  sigillet  aliquem  se  excommuni 
casae  de  maudato  curisa,  donee  publice  priua  earn  eicommuuicaverit,  vel  nisi  post 
sigillationem  incontiiieuti  earn  publicaverit  excommunicatum. 

Pracipiant  etiam  Ouant  presbyteris,  ut  ante  statutum  tempus  ab  ecclesia,  maxime 
pecuniae  interventu  non  recipiant  mulieres  ad  purificationem,  nisi  de  liceutifi.  officialis 
vel  archidiaconi. 

Prsscipitur  etiam  presbyteris  ut  mulieres  desponsats  non  recipiantur  ad  missam 
eo  die  quo  fuerunt  desponsatte:  sed  secunda,  vel  tertia  die. 

Pracipiant  or  cant  presbyteris,  quod  diligenter  singulis  diebus  dominicis  demmtient 
in  suia  eccleaiia,  secundum  quod  de  novo  est  atatutum  iu  aynodo,  quod  per  fidem 
datam  per  verba  de  futuro :  nullateniia  audeant  contrahere  volentes  ae  carnaliter 
commiscere,  donee  banna  fiierint  completa,  ne  appareat  aliquia  contradictor. 

Et  faciant  abjurare  fornicatores  hoc  modo  :  Tu  jurabia  quod  de  cetero  non  cog- 
nosces iatam  carnaliter,  et  ei  contrafaceres  ex  tunc  habebia  pro  uxore  tua.  Nee  de 
cetero  in  abjuratione  apponatur  poena  pecuniaria,  maxime  inter  eos  qui  possum 
matrimonisJiter  copulari. 

Item,  non  recipiant  otcani  breviculos  pro  questis  faciendia,  nisi  priua  eos  examineat 
cum  autlienticis,  et  tunc  stgilletur  unus  de  breviculis,  et  super  exemplo  brevicnli 
sigiUati  nuttaatur  per  preabyteros ;   nee   propter    hoc  extorqueatur  pecunia  per 


Item,  si  aliquia  de  questuariis  philaterias,  auas  oatenderit  populo,  ad  faeilius  extor- 
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qaendam  pecnniam,  capiatur,  et  com  sola  philateriis  adducatnr  ad.  o! 
districte  prsecipimus  cappelluuis  et  Racerdotibiis  univerais. 

Item,  Dctani*  precipitin  at  anguli  Decani  dent  nobis  in  scriptis  nomina  eonun,  qui 
non  resident  in  ecclesiia,  tam  sacerdotnm  quam  aliomm. 

Item,  nomina  ecclesiarum  eomm  qui  non  resident  in  ecclesiia  suis,  qnas  dniHiro 
mandamus  se  sciri  [forti  sciscitari]  per  litems  nostras. 

Item,  nomina  personarnm,  qui  se  non  repnesentavernnt  ad  online*. 

Item,  preecipimus  OfCanijS,  nt  non  permittant  quod  aliquis  capellanus  firmanns 
[forte  firmarius]  habeat  ad  firmam  plusquam  nnam  ecrfesiam. 

Item,  pnedpimus  districte  nt  nullua  habeas  coram  animarum  in  istA  duBcesi,  habeat 
aliam  ad  firmam,  nisi  forte  ex  causa  rationabili,  et  tunc  fiat  de  licentia  nostra,  speciali. 

Item,  imams  prohibemus  eipresse,  ne  teneant  ecclesias  ad  firmam. 

Item,  brca&tl  pnedpimns  nt  antequam  recedant,  dent  nobis  in  scriptis  ecclesias 
vacantes  in  snis  OtfmatibUjf,  quae  spectant  ad  collationem  do  mini  arehiepiscopi,  faun 
jure  patronatus,  quam  lapsn  temporis,  vel  etiam  defectu  personarnm,  cum  valore 
ipsarnm  secundum  quod  scivcrint. 

Item,  de  inquiaitionibna  ecclesiamm  couquerimur,  qnod  male  finut  et  negligenter 
ab  aliquibus,  quia,  non  bene  quseritur  de  causia  sciential,  unde  praecipimus  quod  fiant 
diligentius:  alioquin  eos,  qnos  in  hoc  culpabiles  ravenerimus,  de  cetero  graviter 
pnniemus. 

PnecipunuB  omnibus  txtanl*  qnod  de  cetero  inquirant,  et  in  scriptum  redigant 
nomina  omnium  presbyterorom  qui  in  ortanatUraS  snis  decedent,  eaque  deferant  ad 
synodum  recitanda,  nt  oremna  pro  eis,  et  singuli  presbyteri  faciant  se.  yitium  speciale ; 
hoc  enim  libentissime  debent  facere,  nt  cum  decesserint  similiter  flat  pro  eis. 

Statnimus  nt  annquae  pensiones  qute  a  priontlibus,  ■tonasteriis  solvebantur,  quae 
hacteniis  per  abbatem  vel  monasterinm  a  quadraginta  annis  et  infra  fnerint  aug- 
meutafae,  vel  denno  impositw  penitus  revocentur ;  et  eaa  augmentari  de  cetero 
probibemns. 

Statuimns  nt  jndiees  tam  ordinarii  quam  ab  ordinario  delegati  temperent  se  et 
refhenent  k  generalibni  eicommunicationibus ;  nee  in  general!  participants  excom- 
mnnicent,  nisi  commnnicaverint  in  crimine  delinquents. 

Item,  sacerdoteB  Bervientes  in  ecclesus  proenrent  nt  ibi  suit  libri  neceasarii,  et  com- 
petentin  omamenta :  its.  quod  ad  luec  emenda  parochiani  principaliter,  et  nt  in  snb- 
ndium  tam  presbyter,  qnam  persona,  quam  alii  qui  aliqnos  percipinnt  redditns  in 
ecclesifl,  vel  decimas  ad  earn  de  jure  communi  pertinentes,  pro  modo  aitanun  por- 
uonnm,  ri  opus  fuerit,  solvere  compellantor. 
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SECT.  VIII.— 2.  Blotese  of  Koutn. 


lNSTEtiCTioita  de  Monseionbox  l'Archivequi  db  Rouen  pour  Musbieijrs 
i,  A.D.  mijcxci. 


i.  MESSIEURS  In  oonmit  cousid^reront  que  selon  lea  conciles  ila  aont  lea  wad 
juteurs  et  lea  miniatrea  dea  eveques,  et  que  lea  eveques  ne  pouvant  a'acqnitter  immi> 
diatement  par  eux-inemea  du  devoir  qui  lea  oblige  de  veiller  but  lea  ecclesiastiques, 
et  but  lea  peoples  de  leura  dioceses,  lea  twgrtt*  stmt  obligez  d'y  contribuer  par  lean 
soias  et  par  leur  vigilance. 

ii.  De  attrout  soin  que  leur  vie  soit  exemplaire,  qu'elle  Mine  leura  paroiases  parti- 
culieres,et  tons  les  ecclesiastiques  de  lenrs  oojentiei;  et  que  le  bon  ordre  etabli  daus 
leura  families,  dana  leura  eglises,  et  dans  lenrs  paroisses,  puisae  servir  de  modele  anx 
curez  et  aux  paroisses  de  leura  detroits. 

in.  Ha  veilleront  soigneusement  aur  toua  lea  ecclesiastiquea  de  leura  uojjtmte;.  Da 
slnfbnneront,  par  toutea  les  voyes  que  la  prudence  leur  suggerera,  de  leur  conduite, 
de  la  residence  des  curez,  dn  service  divin,  de  ladministration  dea  sacremena,  de  la 
predication  de  la  parole  de  Dien,  de  1'aaalsUince  des  malades,  de  lliabit  ecclesiastique, 
de  l'etot  de  leura  eglises,  et  dea  ornemens. 

iv.  Da  anront  vine  grande  charite'  pour  lea  cures,  leur  rendront  de  frequentea 
visites,  les  consoleront  dans  leurs  peines,  les  eucounigeront,  leur  procnreront  la  con- 
fiance  de  lenrs  peoples,  les  aideront  de  leura  aria,  a'eflbrceront  de  lever  ou  d'adoucir 
lea  difficultez  qui  lea  pourroient  arreter,  previendront  les  (antes  qu*ils  pourroient  (aire, 
et  sib  en  font  qnelques-unes,  ila  lea  aideront  a.  les  re'parer,  et  a  empecher  les  mau- 
voises  suites  qui  en  pourroient  nrriver. 

v.  Da  entretiendront  la  bonne  intelligence  entre  les  curez,  et  (acberont  d 'appaiser 
les  diSerena  qui  pourroient  naitre  entr'eux. 

VI.  Da  s'lnformeront  soigneuaement  si  on  fait  le  cate'chisme  regulierement  dans 
toutea  les  paroiasea,  qui  le  fait,  comment,  quand,  ai  Ton  j  aaeiste,  si  lea  cure'z  qui  ne 
le  font  pas  par  eux-memes  y  aurveillent,  8*118  out  soin  que  dans  lenrs  paroiasea  il  n'y 
ait  point  d'en&ns  ou  antres  qui  croupissent  dans  l'ignorauce. 

vii.  S11  y  a  des  ecoles,  ai  ce  sont  lea  vicaires  qui  les  tieunent,  ou  quellea  autrea 
personnes,  all  y  a  dea  mattresses  pour  les  filles,  at  les  filles  ne  vont  point  dans  lea 
mimes  ecolea  qne  les  garcons,  si  les  enfkns  n'ont  point  de  mauvais  livrea,  ai  on  leur 
bit  reciter  tons  lea  jours  a  genonx  lea  prieres  dn  soir  et  du  matin  en  Francois,  ai  on 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


230  apptntiir.    -©antiiwntal  Botumtnts.  [Part  I. 

leur  inspire  la  modestie  dans  l'eglise,  et  la  soumjssion  a  la  maison,  si  on  oe  lea 
soufire  point  dans  le  vice. 

Viil.  Hb  s'attacheront  parti  cnli  ere  men  t  &  1 'education  de  ceux  qni  ae  proponent 
d'entrer  dam  l'etat  ecclcsiastiqne,  ila  veilleront  snr  lenr  conduite,  leure  etudes,  lenrs 
occupations,  et  tfieheront  de  decouvrir  lenrs  talens,  et  en  rendront  comjite  avant  les 
ordinations. 

ix.  A  chaqne  ordination  on  lenr  envoyera  na  memoir*  des  pretres  qni  senmt 
destine/  ponr  lenra  bog  time;,  et  ils  donneront  avis  a'U  y  en  a  qni  quittent  les  paroisses 
oil  on  les  aura  envoye. 

x.  lis  assisteront  antant  qn'ils  ponrront  a  toutes  les  conferences  de  lenrs  oontnat}, 
s'infbrtneront  de  ce  qni  s'y  passe,  et  si  l'on  y  est  assidu. 

xi.  Us  anront  soin  partioulierement  des  cures  qui  sont  en  deport,  de  la  maniere 
dont  elles  sont  deswrvies,  de  l'application  et  des  talens  de  ceux  qui  les  desservent. 
Si  eux  on  les  femuers  conservent  bien  toutes  choses,  et  ne  font  ancnn  digit  dans  let 
egliaes,  et  dans  les  maisona  presbyter  ales. 

xii.  Ils  s'informeront  de  tout  ce  qni  se  passe  dans  lenrs  bonsttnt'j,  prlviendront  et 
reprimeroot  autant  qu'ila  ponrront  les  desordres,  lee  scandales,  et  les  superstitions 
qni  ae  glissent  dans  les  paroisses  et  dans  les  mceurs  des  peuples. 

xm.  Us  anront  soin  d'empeeber  qn'il  ne  se  faase  rien  contre  les  immunitez  et  les 
privileges  des  eglises  et  des  personnes  ecclesiustiques, 

xiv.  STla  ont  quelque  difficult^  en  I'execution  de  tout  ce  que  dessus,  et  dans  tout 
ce  qui  regarde  leur  charge,  ils  en  donneront  avis  k  monseigneur,  ou  &■  messieurs  sea 
vicaires-geueraux  et  antres  de  son  conseil,  anront  grande  correspond  an  ce  avec  eux, 
lenr  rendront  compte,  de  trois  mois  en  troia  moia  de  l'etat  de  lenrs  Dogtnnii,  et  de 
tout  ce  que  dessus,  particulieremeut  des  desordres  qui  s'y  trouveront,  et  des  d£- 
reglemens  des  ecclesiastiques,  dormant  ponr  certain  ce  qni  est  certain,  et  ce  qni  est 
douteux  pour  douteux. 

xv.  Us  feront  tenir  les  mandemens  et  ordonnances  de  monseigneur  dans  les 
paroisses,  et  tiendront  la  main  a  ce  qu'elles  soient  executees. 

xvi,  Ds  tiendront  soigneusement  lenrs  petites  taUntus,  y  publierout  les  ordon- 
nances de  monseigneur,  et  en  dresseront  les  proces  verbal  qu'ila  rapporteronL 

xvn.  Ila  mettront  les  enrez  et  autres  benefidere  en  possession,  et  donneront  avis 
sans  delai  de  ceux  qui  auront  pris  possession  sans  avoir  reconrs  a  eux  pour  cet 
eflfet 

xviii.  Tons  les  vicaires  et  lea  pretres  approuvez  seront  tenns  de  te  presenter 
devast  eux,  et  de  lenr  representer  lenrs  pouvoirs  dont  ils  tiendront  note  par  devers 
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ens,  et  obaerveront  leur  eonduite,  remarquant  cenx  qni  aont  lea  plus  recommandablea 
par  lenr  piete\  lenr  science,  et  leur  application,  afin  d'en  pouvoir  rendre  compte. 

xix.  Lea  pr&ucateura  des  stations  leur  monlreront  auasi  lea  mandemena  de  leur 
mission,  et  les  bogtng  rendront  compte  tons  les  ana  de  la  maniere  dont  ils  se  seront 
acqnittez  de  leur  emploi. 

xx.  Ha  distribneront  les  saintea  hnilea,  beuiront  les  oraemenB  des  egliaee  de  leura 
detroita,  absondront  dea  caa  reserves  dea  particulien  de  leura  bogennf j,  et  revoyeront 
cenx  ijn'ils  jugeront  devoir  etre  remis  au  commencement  du  careme,  pour  faire  la 
penitence  publique,  ainai  qu'il  ae  pratique  duns  l'eglise  cuthedrale. 

xxi.  Us  visiterout  les  cnrez  malades,  leur  admlniatreront  lea  sacremena,  a  moina 
qulls  ue  desirent  de  recevoir  ce  aecours  de  quelqu'autre  de  leurs  confreres,  ils  lea 
consoteront,  les  aaaiateront  a  la  moit,  lenr  rendront  les  derniera  devoirs,  et  anront 
soin  que  les  papiers  et  les  menbles  de  l'eglise  ne  soient  point  dissipez. 

xxii.  lis  donneront  iuceasamment  avis  des  cures  et  dea  benefices  varans. 

XXIII.  J\  travailieront  de  concert  avec  lea  temoina  synodanx  qui  sont  etablia 
pour  veiHer  avec  eux  dans  la  partie  da  tontmU  oil  Us  sont  placez. 

CC.  Norman.  P.  it  p.  153. 


SECT.  IX.— Biocnit  of  £t.  Ann. 
Rkwlationb  fok  SitfKptt«ostn»  ok  Crane  Rural  of  the  Diocese  op  St.  Ohex; 

FIRST    PUBLISHED  A.D.  VDLXXXHI.,  AND  SUBSEQUENTLY  BY  BlSHOP  DB  FhANCE, 
A.D.  MDCXL. 

i.  PASTORUM  ocCanf  ut  bene  perapecta  habeant  omnia  qua  ani  muneris  sunt ; 
ea  quee  hac  de  re  Concilium  Tridentinum  et  Cameracenae  provinciale  copioae  et 
pie  tractarunt,  atepius  legant,  et  relegant  atqne  ad  praxim  deducant 

ii.  Potto  Dstanontm  officium  est,  in  ani  brcanatu!  partibus  curare,  nt  sacerdotes  et 
cleiici  omnes,  ac  singulariter  pastores  vitam  agant  su&  vocatione  dignam,  ac  talem, 
ut  nemo  de  ipsis  quseri  poasit;  nibilqne  in  ipsis  nisi  grave,  modeatum,  imitationeqae 
digaum  conapiciatur.  Quod  si  ab  eis  (vel  &  qnocnmque  ecclesiastico  etiam  ex- 
empto)  aliqnid  aecua  quilm  decent  factum  intelligent,  absque  uM  diaaimulatione 
nobis  significant:   ne  per  Mcordiam  aut  conniventiam,  alienor  am  peccatoram  rei 
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efficiantar,  eodemque  loco   a  nobis  habeantur,  quo  illi  qui  scandala  committnnt. 
Idem  quoad  ecclesiasticos  in  ana  parochia  degentes,  sibi  pastores  prssceptum  scuuit. 

m.  Deinde  in  hoc  advigilent  Otcani,  nt  pastores  in  pnedicatione  vcrbi  Dei,  sacra- 
mentoram  administratione,  et  in  omni  fiinctione  pastoratis  officii  sui,  recte  diligen- 
terque  versentnr.  Adbtec  ipsos  qoando  opns  fuerit  visitent,  moneant,  corripiant, 
consolentur,  consilio  subveuiant,  denique  veri  pastoris  officium  erga  illos  sanos  et 
segrotos,  vivos  et  mortuos  eierceant.  Parochi  quoque  illos  vicisslm  pro  suis  pastori- 
bus  agnoscant  et  revereantur. 

iv.  Ut  antem  luec  et  alia  quorum  ipsis  cura  incumbit  fncilius  exeqnantur,  liceat 
ipsis  pastores  sui  district's,  cum  expedire  judicariut,  convocare,  de  statu  et  rebus 
ecclesiarum  cum  illis,  vel  singulis,  vel  omnibus  simul  agere,  de  pastorali  officio, 
observatione  atalutorum  consilia  inire,  controversias  si  quse  ortse  sint,  componere, 
aliaque  agere  qua  pro  officio  facienda  ipsis  incumbent.  Exeessus  antem  cleri  et 
populi,  et  defectos  enormes,  aut  quorum  non  est  facilis  emendatio,  fideliter  nobis 
significant  v 

v.  Potto  ordinarie  quotannls  bis  convocent  btcatti  ad  suas  cedes  omnes  snos 
pastores,  ad  ea  que  jam  diximns  tractanda;  semM  una  ant  altera  hebdomada  ante 
nostrum  syuodum :  iterum  uua  aut  altera  hebdomada  ante  primam  Octobris.  Cum 
enim  his  temporibus  Octant  coram  nobis  explicate  debeant  lotum  ecclesiarum  suarum 
statum ;  oportet  nt  priiis  cnm  pastoribus  convenient,  atquc  hi  pardcularius  illis 
scripto  expressum  tradant  statum  ilium,  et  exeessus:  denique  difficultates  suas  de- 
clarent,  ad  nos  una  cum  ecclesiarum  statu  referenda*. 

vi.  Porro  in  his  toniinrtibufi  habestur  primum  ornatio  latinfi  ant  veraacula  lingua 
in  ecdema :  deinde  agatur  de  iil  qne  supra,  commemoravinms.  Exhibeantur  etiam, 
ut  diximns,  exeessus  in  scriptis  sub  suurulonun  nomine  et  signatura :  quod  si  null! 
exeessus  fuerint,  illud  ipsnm  scripto  exprimatur :  et  hi  excessus  ut  minimum  quin- 
dena  ante  diem  synodi  ordinarium  ad  nos  mittantur. 

vu.  Quod  si  post  aliquod  tempus  viderint  eos  qui  peccarant  non  atari,  vel  incuria 
officiariorum  nostrorum,  veil  oblivione,  vel  alia  de  causa;  iterate  ad  nos  vel  arcMdia- 
conam  snum  mittant  eosdem  excessus,  (quorum  proinde  copiam  penes  se  servabunt) 
ne  scelera  imponita  maneant,  significabuntque  ejusmodi  personas  nondum  esse 
dtatas. 

vm.  Afferent  etiam  ad  hos  toninntun  pastores,  statute  base  nostra,  cnm  decretis 
ConeUii  Tridentini,  et  Cameracensig  pro  vincialis,  affirmentqoe  se  ilia  pro  opportunitate 
diBgenter  legere,  et  observare, 

ix.  Ut  vero  majori  com  libertate  de  supra  dictis  inter  se  agant,  arceantur  it  con- 
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vocationibus  istis  omneB  externi.  Prandium  non  celebretur  nisi  frtigale  admodum, 
cnveaturque  omnini),  (oetano  prreaide  coram  agente)  Tie  qtue  intern  perantite,  lascivire , 
lira  ant  scandala  committantnr.  Si  quia  tuinultuosiua  egerit,  aut  monita  DetBTlOTUm 
contempserit,  ad  nos  deferatur,  quoniAm  in  perinde  sestimamus,  atque  at  nobis  ipsis 
factum  esaet. 

x.  Btcatiomm  adha^C  officium  est,  novas  campnnaa  benedicere :  qui  in  functione 
caveant  patrinos  ant  matrinas  qui  nomina  catnpanis  important  invitare,  aut  perntlt- 
tere,  sed  id  tanturo  faciant  quod  in  manuali  prsescribitur.  Ipsorum  etiam  officium 
est  beneficiormn  omnium  sni  onattatitsl  coram  habere:  ens  quibna  de  curt  paatorali, 
vet  alio  beneficio  eccleaiastico  provisnm  fiierit,  visis  litteria  collationis  nnlla  sni  parte 
dubiis,  in  possessionem  inducers,  adhibitis  Bolemnitatibus  requisitis,  exactoque  jure- 
jurondo  consueto :  quod  ne  &  quoquam  alio  fiat,  vetaniua,  etai  litters*  ad  quemlibet 
pranbiternm  dirigerentur. 

XL  Mortuo  e  pnatoribus  bf  cmatus  sui  aliquo,  btcani  rursua  est,  exequias  celebrare, 
et  mox  Pi  morte  conscribere  omnia  et  singula  mnnimenta  portionis  paatoralia,  et  qua? 
officium  pastorale  concernnnt :  (exempli  gratia  registru  baptizatorum,  communicaa- 
tium,  matrimonio  janctomm,  eodalinm  Beate  Virginia,  &e.)  et  sub  inventario,  ne 
ab  hferedibua  distrahantur,  ilia  apud  ae  asservare,  aucceseori,  diim  institutus  fiierit, 
sub  atteatatione  de  receptis,  tradenda  i  nisi  ejusmodi  slut,  quae  in  archivium  referri 
debeant.  Deacribere  adtuec  omnia  mobilia  deftincti,  et  tanidiil  sub  arresto  ilia 
tenere,  donee  reparata  debite  douma  pastoralis,  et  proventus  eurte  aliornmque,  (ai 
quiE  defunctus  faabnerit)  beneficioram  (qui  a.  die  mortis  ipsiua  successori  enrrere 
debent)  si  quos  fbrsan  acceperit,  restituti  fuerint :  denique  omne  ass  aliennm  redditnm, 
a,ut  data  pro  his  eufficiens  cautio.  Fro  his  autem  aliisque  laboribus  ania  aedpere, 
potenrat  quod  ex  landabili  consuetadine  conwueverunt.  Potto  mortuo  e  Ortanfa 
mrHlltns  aliquo,  idem  faciet  artpiprfBbjrttt  civitatensis,  qui  eorum  pastor  est 

xii.  VolumuB  autem  ut  (quod  in  hac  dicecesi  long*  consaetrtdine  invaluit)  inter 
deftractum  pastorem  et  sneceasorem  proventua  certi  ita  dividantur,  ut  defunctus  de 
iis  participet  pro  rata  temporis  quo  superyixit,  computando  s>  festo  Sancti  Joannis 
Baptists?  uuiua  anni,  ad  simile  festum  altering  anni :  it&  ut  qui  verbi  gratia  post 
festuin  Uluit  snpervixerit  tribua  mensibns,  participet  pro  rata  triuni  mensium :  idem- 
que  servetar  in  beneficiis  fbraneis,  nisi  longfi  consuetudine  aliter  practicatum  probetur. 
nil.  Cnrabunt  etiam  tJttanf  defunctOTum  litteraa  omnes  ordinnm,  et  beneficioram 
ad  not  mittere,  denique  quircumque  beneficiorum  sive  curatorum,  sive  aliorum 
mnnimenta,  litteraa  redituum,  registra,  manualia  in  quibus  receptomm  rationea  eon- 
scribuntur,  qnm  in  domibus  mortnariis  invenlentur,  sire  apud  haeredes,  sive  apud 
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testamenti  execntorea,  ea  omnia  levent,  fidetit&r  servent,  et  nobis  consultis,  vcl 
anccessori  tradunt,  vel  in  certi  cuetodia,  ud  prescribe  mns,  reponant  Idipsom  pro- 
atabunt  quandocnmque  aliquem  beneficiatum  in  districtu  too  mori  contigerit, 

xiv.  Accepta  a  nobis  in  die  Ciena;  Domini  chriama  et  reliqua  sacramentalia,  Dttani 
non  nisi  in  templo  distribuant,  et  in  mnndaa  capsulas:  neque  aliis  tradant  deferenda, 
nisi  qui  B&cria  ordinibua  initiati  fuerint :  qui  ea  deferendo  ita  ae  gcrent,  quemadmo- 
dum  anpra.  titnlo  secundo  ordinavimus. 

xv.  Jam  de  criminibus  pubUcis,  biaaphemiis,  hasresi,  ant  hsereaia  auapictone,  et 
qaibnacumqne  auis  acandalosia  criminibus,  6  (tan  I  noa  certiores  redd  ant,  et  acceptft  a 
nobis  poteatate  informationem  sumant :  atque  in  hia  cooperentur  b«an(*  pastores, 
aacellani,  aliiqne  eccleaiastici,  ut  qnte  noverunt  enormia  crimina,  manifests,  dent,  ant 
nt  innotescant,  pro  viriii  adlaborent. 

xvi.  PraHerea  et  in  hoc  adernnt  nobis  Dttani  pro  officio  ano  nt  singulis  annia  visi- 
ted Dttsnatiifi  mi  ecclesias,  oratoria ;  et  &  visitadone  rernm  omnlnm  atatnm  nobis 
acribant:  quod  negodum  quomodo  instituendum  ipaia  erit,  mox  deacribemua.  Illnd 
hie  pnecipimna  nt  non  perfonctorie  in  viaitadone  ilia  ae  babcant,  sed  ut  in  re  ™Timi 
momenti  exactisaime,  et  minudaaime  omnia  que  notarint  describant. 

xvii.  Porro  si  contingat  laicoa  com  paataribos  suis  ant  paatores  inter  K  contro- 
versies aliqnaa  habere,  eollidd  sint  octant,  nt  qnamprimum.  oomponantur  et  nniantnr 
qui  convenit  brevltate  ae  maturitate,  quo  pax  ammoramque  concordia  inter  omnes 
aervetnr  Integra. 

xv  in.  Quia  difficile  est  plerisque  pcenitentinm,  qui  aunt  auirai  ad  virtntem  con- 
versione  langnitU,  id  perauadere,  nt  dum  casus  aliqnoa  nobis  reaervatoa  habent,  ad 
noa  ant  prautendarinm  nostrum  accedant ;  damns  racnltatem  ttuanff,  nt  poenitentes 
ani  diatrictua  ab  iiiis  dum  in  eos  inciderent  abeolvere  possint,  donee  et  qnonaqne  id 
nobia  visum  fherit  revocare :  ita  tamen  nt  extra  casum  ilium  non  liceat  illis,  nisi  da 
consensu  pastoria  loci,  eos  absolve™,  ant  alind  aacramentum  administrate. 

Slatuta  Synodi  DuecetantB  Audomar.  p.  69. 
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SECT.  X.— WwH  of  Sbtth 

Instructions  fok  Stun*  Sural  or  the  Diocese  or  Sbez. 


Statuts  publiez  dans  lb  Stmodk  tenu  X  Sees,  le  beizieme  Octobre,  mil  six  cens 

BOIXANTF   ET   QUATORZB,  PAR  MoNSEIGNEUR    l'iLLUSTRISSIME    ET   Rl!vEREND(681ME 
EvEQUE   DE  SBEZ. 

i.  COHME  la  dignite"  des  DonenB  ruranr  a  toujonrs  he  tres-considerfe  dans 
l'lglise,  et  que  nous  preteudons  en  faire  nos  principalis  ouvriere,  afio  quTls  puissent 
pins  facilement  vacqner  a  1'obligation  de  lenra  charges,  nans  ordonnons,  vu  l'inegalite' 
des  Iloncnttf},  que  le  nombre  des  paroissiens  qui  les  compose™  ne  sera  dorenavant  que 
de  vingt-cinq  on  environ,  sans  toutefois  confondre  le  district  de  nos  archidiaconez- 

ii.  Lenr  office  sera  de  veiller  but  les  peraonnes  ecclesiastiques,  sur  la  decoration 
et  reparation  des  eglises,  et  dee  maisons  presbiterales,  en  nons  faisant  un  fidele  rapport 
de  ce  qui  doit  venir  a  notre  connoissance. 

in.  Lorsqae  nons  convoqnerons  nos  synodes,  ils  s'y  trouveront  avec  lenra  etoles 
scion  la  coutume ;  ils  assembleront  les  curez  pour  les  caUnoeft,  qui  se  feront  tons  les 
ana  dans  nne  de  lenrs  eglises  la  pins  commode,  ou  tons  asMsteront  avec  soutannes, 
surplis,  bonnets  quarrez,  et  apres  la  sainte  messe  et  prteres  ordinaires  on  y  trailer* 
des  affaires  et  necessitez  de  cheque  paroisse,  ponr  ensnite  nons  en  faire  le  rapport,  on 
&  nos  vicaires  generaux. 

iv.  Les  bontM  y  presideront  toujours,  &  moins  que  nons  n'y  asmstions  en  per- 
sonne,  on  qnelqn'nn  envoye"  de  notre  part,  et  feront  en  sorte,  si  l'on  ne  pent  se  dis- 
penser de  manger  sur  les  lieux,  que  cela  se  fasse  frugalement,  avec  modestie  et  a. 
frais  commons. 

v.  Ha  recevront  nos  ordres,  et  distribneront  les  mandemens  qui  lenr  seroat  adreraez 
de  notre  part  ou  de  celle  de  nos  grands  vicaires,  ils  prendront  les  saintes  huiles  de 
notre  main  pour  les  departir  aux  curez  de  lenra  Donamf],  voulant  desormais  qu'elles 
ne  soient  portees  et  distributes  que  par  des  peraonnes  ecclesiastiques. 

vi.  Ils  mettront  les  aonveaux  curez,  et  antres  beneficiers  en  possession  de  lenra 
benefices  apres  la  collation  par  nous  delivree,  a  moins  que  nons  n'en  ordonniona 
autre  men  t  Us  verifieront  la  vulidite  des  contrats  de  cenx  qui  aspirent  a  1'ordre 
sacrl  de  eoudiaconat,  etablissant  lenr  titre  patrimonial,  qui  sera  an  moins  de  six- 
vingt  livres  de  rente  en  foods  dlieritages,  suivant  la  coutnme  dn  diocese,  sans  que 
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lea  rentes  hypothequea  et  maisons  y  pnbsent  entrer :  ledit  fbndg  sera  exempt  de  toutes 
dettes,  et  les  coutrats  duement  iusinuez  coutrolez  et  lectures,  dont  il  nous  Bern  certifie 
que  les  heritages  passez  en  titres  appartiennent  auxdits  aspirans,  on  du  moins  que 
pans  ftaude  ils  leur  auront  ^te  donnez  et  aumooez  par  quelque  parent  on  ami  capable 
de  faire.  telle  donation,  ce  que  qnatre  temoina  bona  et  solvables  reconnonront  par 
devant  les  notaires,  et  s'obligeront  solidairement  a  faire  valoir  ladite  somme  de  six  • 
vingt  livres,  le  droit  des  Boxen*  par  tout  garde. 

CC.  Nwman.  P.  n.  p.  445. 
Synudi  Sagieruea. 


SECT.  XL— Mum  of  rtrtun. 


Articj.es  of  Inquiry  at  the  Visitation  of  Stan*  Kural  of  the  Diocese 
of  Verdun,  by  Francis  Bishop  of  Verdun,  A.D.  mdcilix. 


PRODROMVS  FISITATIONIS. 

PARS   PRIOR. 

De  Visitation?  Materudi. 


I.  EccUtia. 

1.  An  Parocbialia.     14.  Quando. 

2.  Matrix. 

3.  Quam  aut  quas 
filiates  habeat 

4.  An  filialis. 
5.Qua2  ej  us  M  atrix . 
6.  An  Capella  cu- 


15.  An  PatronL 

16.  Quando. 

17.  Quibus  solenni- 
tatibns. 

IS.  Anpolluta  tota. 

19.  Qua  parte. 

20.  An  altare  pot- 
lutum. 

21.  A  quo. 

22.  A  quo  tempore. 


7.  Cui  snbest. 

8.  Snb  cujna  Sax 
ti  invocatioue. 

9.  An  popnlum  ca-  23.  Cnjus 
plat  t&%. 

10.  Integra.  24.  Cujus    Archidi- 

11.  Nitidn.  aconatus. 

12.  Squalida.  25.  Quis  Fundator 

13.  An  ipaius  De-  EcctesisB. 
dicationis    Festi-  26.  Quia    Collator, 
vitas  agatur.  aut  Prsssentator. 


27.  An  Catholicos.      29.  Proportionaliter 

28.  An     direction"!         eadem  sit  ratio  de 
bonornm   se   in-         Peraonatu. 


II.  Tabernaettlum  SS.  Sacratn. 

1.  An  securum.  5.  Qnis  clavem  La- 

2.  Bene      obsera-        beat- 
turn.  6.  An  adsit  corpo- 

3.  Mundnm.  raleVen.Sucram. 

4.  Omatum.  snbsternendum. 

III.  Gborium,  Momtraniia. 

1.  Ex  quoMeiallo.       3.  Mundnm. 

2.  An  integrum.  4.  Benedictum. 

IV.  Eucharvtia, 
I.  An   pro    fflgria       3.  An  facile    cot- 
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5.  Quoties     inno-       7.  Quoties     eipo- 
ventur.  uatur. 

6.  Quo  honore  ad       8.  An  lumen  adsit. 
egros  feratur. 

V.  Lampa*. 

1.  An  coram  Ven.       3.  An   ex    funda- 
Sacram.     spies-  done. 

deat  lumen.  4.  Cujus  expeusie. 

2.  Quamdiii. 

VI.  Olea  tacra. 

1.  Quaudo    reno-       3.  Unde  accipian- 
vata.  tur. 

2.  Quo  devenerint       4.  Per  quern  defe- 
vetera.  ran  tur. 

VII.  Eorum  Vascula. 

1.  En  quo  Metallo.       4.  Ubi  serventur. 

2.  An  munda.  5.  Quia  cla  vera  ha- 

3.  Bene  separata.  beat 

VIII.  Baptitterium. 

1.  An  lapideum.  6.  An  semper  ad- 

2.  Mundum.  tit  aqua  buptia 

3.  Integrum.  malis. 

4.  A  periculis  1m-       7.  Quando  purge- 
mune.  tur. 

5.  Sub  firmu  clnu-        8.  Quia  cluvem  ha- 
sura.  beat. 

IX.  Rtliquia  sacra. 

1.  An  habeantur.        6.  An  exponas  tur. 

2.  Nominibus  di~       7.  Ubiaaserventur. 
stincts.  S.  Quomodo. 

3.  Oroata?.  9.  Quomodo  de  his 

4.  Thecis  incluss.  liters,  vel  monu- 

5.  Qualibua.  menta. 

X.  Imagine*  Sanctorum. 

1.  Quorum.  5.  An  imago  Pa- 

2.  An  mutile.  troni. 

3.  Deformes.  6.  Honesta. 

4.  Vetnstate    con-       7.  Bene  constitute. 

Bumpts.  S.  Ornate. 

XI.  Picture. 

1.  An  Tana?.  turarum,  &  trudi- 

2.  Indecent**  tionibus  Ecclesi- 

3.  Veritati    Scrip-         Bands  coufbrmes. 


XII.  AlUtria,  Vicaria,  CapeUa  in 
Ecclaia,  rjutve  dutrictu. 

1.  Quot  4.  An  mensa  alta- 

2.  Quinam  eorum  ris  consecrate. 
Tituli.                       5.  E  solido  lapide. 

3.  Quinam  CoUa-       6.  Integra, 
tores  autPatroui.      7.  Hiunida. 

XIII.  Candelabra. 

1.  Quot.  2.  Qualia. 

XIV.  Antipendia. 

1.  QuoL  2.  Qualia. 

XV.  Mappte. 

1.  An  sufficientes.        5.  An  imago  Cru- 

2.  Integra.  cifixi  In  medio. 

3.  Benedicts.  6.  An  pulvinarpro 

4.  A  quo.  Missali. 

XVI.  Fenettr*. 

1.  An  Integra.  3.  Satis  munits. 

2.  Soflicientes. 

XVII.  Pammentum. 

1.  Quale.  2.  An  mundum. 

XVIII.  Janva. 

1.  Quando  aperia-       3.  An  Integra, 
lur.  4.  Tuta. 

2.  Claudatur. 

XIX.  Pat  aqua  benedicta. 

1.  An.  5.  An  etiam  penea 

2.  Quale.  Ecclesise  januam 

3.  An  aspergUlum.  ingredientibns 

4.  Quando     bene-  praeto  rat 
dicatur  aqua. 

XX.Stdilia. 

1.  An  commoda.  4.  Qua  auctoritate 

2.  Nirais  ftlta.  constructa. 

3.  Collapsa,  5.  Cujus  expenats. 
XXI.  SepuUura*  eminent?!  an  Laid 

habeant. 
1.  In  Chore.  5.  Qua  auctoritate. 

8.  In  Ecclesia.  6.  An  illi  sint  Be- 

3.  Recentes.  ne&ctorea. 

4.  Antique*.  7.  An  Patroui. 
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8.  An  debite  pne-     11.  Quantum. 
parentur.  12.  An  Catholic!  de- 

9.  Cujus  expensis.  bitis    cum   Cfere 

10.  An  earum  in-  moniis,  &  tempo 
tuitu  aliquid  ac-  re  commodo  ter 
eedat  Eccleaue.            ne  mandentur. 

XXII.  Suggutui. 

I.  An  debite  con-  2.  An  loco  cora- 
Btructua.  modo. 

XXIII.  Orgattum. 

1.  An  sh.  3.  Quomodo   ma- 

2.  A  quo  pulsetur.  nuteneatnr. 

XXIV.  Confcuionalia. 
1.  An   in   propa-       2.  An  cum   fene- 
tulo    &    vlslbili  stella. 

loco.  3.  Pluteus,  qu&lis. 

XXV.  FexiUa. 

1.  QuoL  4.  An  Integra. 

2.  Quando  iis  ntan-  5.  Ubi  recondan- 
tur.  tor. 

3.  A  quo  ferantur. 

XXVI.  Crux. 

1.  Anhabeaturpro  2.  Probebdomada 
defuuctorum  se-  aancta. 

XXVII.  Stpulrkrwn  pro  Hebdomadd 


1.  Quale.  4.  An  Imago  IU- 

2.  Quo  loco.  snrrecuonii  Oo- 

3.  Quomodo  orna-  mini. 
ri  a  ulea  L 

XXVIII.  SacruHa. 

1.  An  rebus  sacrit       3.  Squallida. 
conservandis  apta.       4.  Inutittbus  impe- 

2.  llumida.  dito. 

XXIX.  Janva. 

1.  An  firma.  3.  Quia  clavem  hn- 

2.  Bene  occlusa.  beat 

XXX.  Fenestra. 

1.  An  sufficientes.      4.  An  ad  lotionem 

2.  Apta?.  manuum    guttur- 

3.  Munitte.  ninm.manutergia. 


XXXI.  Oratorium. 

1 .  An  cnm  scabello.     3.  Tabclla  Oratio- 

2.  Imagine  sacra.  num. 

XXXII.  Locus  induendi 

1.  An  commodus.       2.  Cruee  instruct  us. 
XXXIII.  Armaria  pro  ornameniis. 

l.AndistinctiB  cap-  3.  Paterae, 

sulk  4.  Corporalia. 

2.  An  debite  con-  5.  Punficatoria. 
serventur     sacri  6.  Vela. 

XXXrV.  CaUcet. 

1.  QuoL  5.  Consecrati. 

2.  Ex   qua  mate-  6.Cum  paleniscon- 
ria.  venientibiia. 

3.  An  sine  vitio.  7.  Adsint     aacculi 

4.  Mundi.  linei. 

XXXV.  Vtla.  Calkum. 

1.  QuoL  4.  Parva. 

2.  Qnalia.  5.  Im  munda. 

3.  Aunimia  crassa. 

XXXVI.  Tktcas  Corporaliam. 
1.  Quot  2.  Quales. 

XXXVII.  Corporalia. 

1.  QuoL  4.  Munda. 

2.  Qnalia.  5.  Integra. 

3.  An  benedicta.  6.  Signata. 

XXXVIII.  Punficatoria. 

1.  QuoL  6.  A   quo    laven- 

2.  An  munda.  tur. 

3.  Signata.  7.  Quo  ties. 

4.  Sat  magna.  8.  Palls    ex    qua 

5.  Benedicta.  materia. 

XXXIX.  Pro  CeUbrantc 

1.  An  manutergia.       2.  Sudariola. 

XL.  Hostue. 
l.Unde  habeantur.      3.  Quomodo    ser- 

2.  Quoties     reno-  ventur. 
ventur. 

XU.  Vinum. 
I.  Unde  habeatur.       2.Ubiconservetur. 
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3.  Quomcdo.  tarn  panis  et  vi- 

4.  Utmm  acetosrum.       num       snbminl- 

5.  Cujus  expensis  stretur. 

XLII.  VrceoU. 

1.  Quot.  4.  An  patella. 

2.  Quales.  5.  An  tintinnabu- 

3.  An    Uteris    di-  lum. 
■duett. 

XLIII.  Pro  Communicantibiu. 

1.  An  scabellum.         5.  An  navicula. 

2.  Liutenm.  6.  An  cochlear. 

3.  Scyphus.  7.  An  thus. 

4.  An  Uraribnlum. 

XI.IV.  Lucerna,  qua  SS.  Sacrum,  ad 
agrot  prafertur. 

1.  An.  3.  An  in  alium  n- 

2.  Qnalis.  sum  adLibeatur. 
XLV.  Cauda  cum  Stolis  et  manipulu. 

1.  Quot-  6.  An    habeantnr 

2.  Quales.  tunicelke  et  dal- 

3.  Cujus  colons.  maticse,  ubi  his 

4.  An  integne.  opus. 


XL VI.  PluviaUa. 

1.  Quot.  3,  Cujus  colons. 

2.  Qualia. 

XLVII.  Alba  cum  atnictu  et  cinguli*. 

1.  Quot  4.  Integra. 

2.  An    bene    for-       5.  Mundre. 
mate.  6.  Benedicts. 

3.  Firms. 

XLVIII.  Superpelteea. 

1.  Quot.  3.  Munda. 

2.  An  Integra. 

XLIX.  Circa  libro*. 
f.  An  Missale. 
2.  Cum  suis  indi 
dims. 


3.  An  novum  Co- 
lonlen. 

4.  Graduate, 

5.  Andphonarium. 


7.  Processional e. 

8.  Directorinm 
Officii. 

9.  Agenda  Colon. 

10.  Liber  Baptiza- 

11.  Confirm  atorum. 
IS.  Conjugatorum. 


13.  Familiarum    &  16.  Legatorum. 
nominum    Paro-  17.  Processionum. 
chiannrum.  18.  Catalogus    sen 

14.  Defanctorum.  inventarius  totius 

15.  Anniversario-  supellectilis     sa- 
rum.  ens. 

L.  Archwium. 

1.  An  tuto  loco.  5.  Que. 

2.  An  liberum   a  6.  AnhabeaturRe- 
putredine.  gistrum,  seu  li 

3.  Quisclavemha-  ber  copiarum. 
beat.  7.  An  omnia  ordi- 

4.  An  liters:  aliqme  nate  disposita. 
distracts;. 

LI.  An  sarta  tecta  tint. 

1.  Tectum.  3.  Parietes. 

2.  Columns. 

LII.  Quit  Uneatur  in  decent*  ttruclura 


1.  Chorum.  6.  Januas. 

2.  Summum  altare.  7.  Septa  Caemete- 

3.  Navem.  rii. 

4.  Fenestras.  8.  An  id  fiat. 

5.  Turrim.  9.  Quare  non. 

LI  IT.  Campana. 

1.  Quot.  aliquid   minam 

2.  Quales.  minetur. 

3.  An  benedictte.  8.  An  turri  aut  tec- 

4.  A  quo.  tis  Ecclesite  co- 

5.  Cujus   expends  lumbaria  appen- 
funes    restanren-  dantur. 

tur.  9.  An  circa  Eccle- 

6.  An  horologium.  siam     immundi- 

7.  An  in  campanili  et*. 

LIV.  Cwmcterium. 

1.  An  brutis  per-  7.  Quando. 
vium.  8.  A  quo. 

2.  An  nruro  Inte-  9.  An   immune   a 
gro  septum.  sepultura  infan- 

3.  jEquale.  tium  non  bapti- 

4.  Mundum.  zatorum. 

5.  Arboribus  obai-  10.  Excommnnica- 
tum.  torutu. 

6.  Profanatum. 
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1 1.  A  CathoUconim.       gati, 

L2.  Publice  crimi-  socordia  aut  ma- 
nosorum.  litia  neglexerunt, 

13.  Eorum,  qui  ad  &  absque  Sacra- 

Co  mm  unionem  mentis  sunt  mor- 

Paschalem    obli  tui. 

Quod  si  a  pradiclU  aliqui  vd  in  Count- 
terio,  vet  in  Eccletid  trputti  tint. 

1.  Quales  illi  toe-  5.  Qui  fuerint  co- 
rint.  mitati. 

2.  Ad  cujus  iustan-  6.  Quia  campanas 
tiam  factum.  pulsaverit. 

3.  Quia  terram  ad  7.  Quia  gratiarum 
sepulturam  com-  actionem  habu- 
posueriL                      erit. 

4.  Quia  funus  ges-  ci.An&qualiaiedi- 
taverit.  ficiainccemeterio. 

LV.  Ottuaria. 

1.  An  conveniens.       4.  Ad  genuflexio- 

2.  Ossum     aptam  nem    antrorsum 
disposition  em  ha-  acoominodala. 
bens.                           5.  Processione  vi- 

3.  A  aordibua  vacua.        s'ltetur. 

LVI-  Feretrum. 
1.  Quale.  2.  Utri  serve tur. 

LVII.  Sepultura  infuntium  non  bapti- 
zatorum. 

1.  Ubi.  3.  A  loco  sacro  ae- 

2.  An  muro  septa.  parata, 

LVIII.  Proventut  EccUtia. 

1.  Quales.  8.  Quarc  non. 

2.  Quaa  decimaa  9.  Quod  si  Altaria, 
habeat  Vicai 


3.  Quia     majores 
percipiat 

4.  Quia  minores. 

5.  Quantum     hoc 
tempore  percipl- 

6.  Qua;  bona  im- 
mobilia. 

7.  An  omnes  reili- 
tus  pcrcipiat. 


pells  sint  a  Pa- 
ste rat  u  distinct*, 
de  iis  sit  eadem 
ratio,  qua?  de  Ec- 
deaia  Parochiali. 
lumper  at  qusdam 
Vicarial  Altaria 
rive  Capelbe  va- 
cent,  addatur  ra- 
tio, in  quern  fi- 


nem  applicentur 
reditus,  &  quam- 
diu     vacaverint, 
LJX.  Hotpitalium,  Fundationa  pavpe- 
rutn,  Legata  pia,  ConfraternitaU*. 

1.  An.  ll.AnprssaentePa- 

2.  Quot.  store. 

3.  Qualia.  12.  CtlL 

4.  Qua  auctoritate  13.  Num  in  iatis  ra- 
erecta.  tiociniiK  fiant  con- 

5.  An  ronfirmala.  vivia  aut  sumplua 

6.  An  testatorum  inutiles  in  grava- 
voluntati  satis-  men  Ecclesia;  aut 
fiat  fundationis.     De 

7.  Quos  reditus  ha-  fabrica  Ecclesite, 
beant.  aut   eleemosyna- 

8.  A  qnibus  admi-  rumcapsls,inEc- 
nistrentur.  cleaUfortassecol- 

9. Quia  administra-  locatis;   item  de 

tores  constituat  Scholis,   sit    pro- 

10.  An     quotannis  portionaliter   ea- 

fiat  computus.  dem  ratio. 

LX.  ObUttiones  notabiUt  txtraordtnarUe. 

1.  In  quern  usum        4.  Quo  prasente, 
convertantur.  5.  Cujus  ut  pluri- 

2.  An  earum  fiat  mum  siut  contra 
computus.               i     valoris  qnamvia 

3.  CuL  incerti. 

LXI.  Extincta  Ficaria,  Hotpitalia,  pirn 
Fundationet. 

1.  Cui  Beneficio,  b.  Quia  modernus 
Communitati  Istorum  bono- 
aut  Conventut  rum  Possessor, 
units  aut  incor-  Eadem  ait  ratio  de 
pomWe.  Ecclesiis    Paro- 

2.  A  quo  tempore.  chiaUbus  aut  si- 

3.  Cujus  auclori-  milibus  in  Perso- 
tate.  natum    conver- 

4.  Quos   hubebunt  sis. 
reditus. 

LXIL 
1.  Quod  si  ex  pnedictis  bonis,  reditibus, 
obventionibus,    aut  juribus    Ecclesia?, 
Vicuriarum,    Hospital  turn,     FuiidatLo- 
num,  &c.  ainl  aliqua  oppignorata,  ven- 
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dita,  permutata,  imminuta,  ant  traus- 
lata ;  addatur,  qUEenam  ilia  ant,  a  qno, 
qnando,  qaomodo,  quare,  et  cnjus  auc- 

2.  Si  qua;  pensiones  redempWe,  ant  bona 
licite  ac  legitime  vendita,  quomodo,  et 
per  quern  applicate  sunt  pecuniae 

3.  An  bona  qua?dam  ab  aliis  de  facto,  et 
a  quibus,  occupata,  rive  deperdita,  qui- 
busque  mediis  ea  recuperari  possint,  et 
quanta  pro  Us  recuperandia  facta  fuit 
diligentia. 

4.  An  prate-rum,  jugerum,  agrorum,  ali- 
orumve  elocatio,  antietpata  solatiorie, 
ultra  trie  aniuin,  vel  ad  quod  tempus,  et 
qnibus,  idque  per  publicum  iustrumeu- 
tum  flat,  coram  justitia  loci,  vel  Notario 
aliquo  publico,  cum  accurata  designa- 
tions rerum  elocataram. 

5.  An  dicta  bona  pensionibus  aut  oneri- 
bus sint  gravata,  et  quibus  ?  aive  an 
affecta  propter  exactiones  Domino  Pro- 
vinciali  nou  solutas.  Quantum  adhnc 
debeant ;  quibusque  mediis  Creditori- 
bus,  aut  Domino  Provincial  satisfied 
possit.  An  pensiones,  aut  onera  exce- 
dant  medietalem  annuoram  redituum ; 
et  an  Ordinaruw  desuper  dispense  verit. 

8.  Si  qua;  bona,  ant  reditus  PastoratAs, 
Vicariarum  &c.  alnt  in  lite ;  speciticen- 
ter  cum  debitis  circumstantus,  et  in 
quibus  terminis  sit  causa. 

7.  Vel,  si  qutedam  in  pium  usum  Eccle- 
site  aiot  legata,  nee  ab  Executoribus 
hactenns  tradita :  addatur,  qutenam  et 


qualia  ilia  sint,  ac  qnibus  tub  recipi 
possinl,  ut  pis  Testatorum  voluntati 


8.  Tandem  addatur  Registrum  si  ve  plena 
descriptio  bonorum  Ecclesis,  Yicaria- 
rum,  Confraternitatum  &c  un&  cum 
modernis  limitibus,  situ,  numero,  meu- 
sura,  oneribus  et  aliis  circumstantiis. 

9.  Item,  ubi  Pastor,  Vicarii,  Administru- 
tores  prtedicti  conservent  et  custodiant 
libros,  chartas,  documents,  registra,  iu- 
veataria'  obrentionum  et  onerum,  nec- 
non  computus    anarum   administrati- 

LXIII.  Domtw  PculoralU. 


1.  An  integra. 

2.  Destmcta. 

3.  An  tola. 

4.  Ex  qua  parte. 

5.  A  quo  tempore. 

6.  Per  quoa. 

7.  Qua  octiuaonc. 

8.  An  gravata,  si- 
ve  oneribus  sub- 

9.  Quibus. 

10.  An  inhabitetur 
a  Parocko. 

11.  Vel  a  qnibus. 

12.  Cnjus,  aut  quo- 
rum sumptibus  re- 
parari  soleat,  aut 


Utrum  VicarUs,  Al- 
taribus,  aut  Ca- 
pellis  sin  t  propria; 
aides  annexes; 
quo  in  statu  shit. 

Quod  si  deatructa? ; 
quando,  per  quos, 
quaauctoritateid 
factum. 

Similiter  an  Ludi- 
magister  et  Cus- 
tos  Ecclesie  pro- 
prias  axles  babe* 
ant;  vel  aa  de- 
structae :  specifi - 
ceutur  una  cum 
eornmdem     ob- 


PARS    POSTERIOR. 

Dr.  Visitations  PertonaU. 


1.  Cnjus 

2.  jEtatis. 

3.  Gradus  aut  stu- 


LXIV.  Potior. 

4.  Qualemadmioi- 
strationem  ante 
Pastoratum  ha- 
buerit 


5.  Super  quo  titu- 
lo  ordinatus. 

6.  Ubi. 

7.  Qure   Beneficia 
modo  postideat 


8.  An  Pastoratum 
obtinuerit  ex 

9.  Resignations'. 
Jigged  byG00gIe 


ft? pnbfj:. — Continental  JBomramts. 


[Part  I 


10.  Aut 
tione. 

11.  An  habeat  do- 

cumenta     primie 


12.  Ordinum. 

13-  Ltg-itimse  pra;- 
sentationis. 

14.  Institution^  gi- 
ve invcstitune. 

15.  Possessionis. 

16.  Placiti  Prinui- 
pb  territorialis. 

17.  Quae  do  ultima 
facta  est  visitatio. 

IS.  A  quo. 

19.  An  limitea  Pa- 
rochial aint  bene 
distinct!  a  locis 
et    Parochiis  vi- 

20.  An  unus  Pastor 
sufnciat  pro  ad- 
ministrate one  Sa- 


31.  An  singulis  die- 
bus  Dominicis  a- 
quam  benedicat. 

22.  Eaquepopulum 
aspergat. 

23.  Ubi  rooris  est, 
ut  populus  inter 
Pascha  et  Pente- 
costen  aspergalur 
aqna  ex    Bapti 


quando  ilia  aqua 
seponitur  ex  Bap- 
tisterio. 

24.  Art  quandoque 
visitet  Scholas. 

25.  An  vigore  pr»- 
Btiti  jur  ainen  0 
conetnr  inventa 
conservare. 

26.  Et  pro  posse  de- 
peruitR    Ecclesi* 


bona  recuperate. 

27.  An  habeat  ho- 
nestam  vivendi 
competentiam. 

28.  Aut  quibus  me- 
diis  juvari  possit. 

29.  An  in  ©apltulo 
sive  5>SI>oqo  Be- 
ta nail  secundum 
statuta  juraverit. 

30.  An  secundum 
morem  antiquum 
in  Quadra  gesimfk 
celebretSynodum 
lalcalcm:- 

31.  An  constituat 
Testes  sive  Sea- 
binos  Synodales. 

32.  Quos. 

33.  AnActaSynodi 
laicalis  in  Pasto 
rali  Synodo  seu 
Capitulo  script* 
referat. 

34.  An  (si  Pastor  sit 
territorii  Julia 
censis  aut  Mon- 
tensis)  Concot- 
data  Pro  vision  a- 
lia  inter  Serenis- 
simos  et  Rev"1™ 
Elect.  Colon.  &c. 
et  Ducem  Julie 
&c.  ini ta,  diligcu- 
terobservet 

35.  An  Monasteria 
in  districtn  Pa- 
Btoratus  reperian- 
tur. 

36.  Cujus  Ordinis  et 

37.  An  Religion  ali- 
qui  privates  cce- 
tus  babeant  in 
villulis  non  Paro- 
ehialibns. 

38.  An    ad    Paro- 


thism     quando-  42.  An  concloneu- 

que  veniant,  qui  tar. 

dicuntur  Termi-  43.  Ant  quid  sgant 

narii.  44.  An  Pastor  at  ten- 

39.  Cujus  Ordinis  dat,  Utrum  Alta- 
illi  sint  rlsta?,  seu  Vicarii 

40.  Quoties  per  an-  Missarum,    ant 
nnm.  aliarum    obliga- 

41.  An  babeat  per-  tionum  debitum 
misaionemabOr-  diligenter  persol- 
dinario.  rant. 

LXV.  Sacetlanwt. 

1.  An  Pastor  unum  4.  Utrum     officio 

aut  plures  habeat  suo     diligenter 


2.  Quomodo  nomi- 
nentur. 

3.  An  iidem  a  le- 
gitimo  Superiore 
e  x  ami  nati ,  a  dm  is- 
si,  approbatL 

JiXVI.  DeiervUor  PattoraUu. 
1.  Quod  si  Pastor         vendi  competen- 


5.  An  ipsis  debita 
sit  assign  ata  vi- 
vendi competen- 
da- 

6.  Qualis. 


defunctus  sit,  aut 
i  resident,  De- 


2.  Ex   qua    causa 
Pastor  aliest 

3.  A  quo  tempore. 

4.  An  cum  licentia 

5.  Cuju 

6.  An  causa  adhuc 

7.  An  ad  eandem 
deservituram  sit 
examinatus  et 
admissus. 

8.  A  quo. 

9.  A  quo  tempore. 
10.  An    habeat   vi- 


11.  Qualem. 

12.  Utrum  Pastor 
aut  Deservi tot  sit 
Retigiosus    Pro- 

13.  Cujus  nominia. 

14.  Cujus  Ordinis, 

15.  Qua  auctoritate 
sen    liceutia    ait 


16.  An  in  habit  u 
Monastico  ince- 
dat 

17.  An  requisite  ad 
administrationem 
documents  ha- 
beat 


JLXVII.  Vicarim,  teu  Altaruta. 

1.  Cujus  nominis.        3.  Ubi    commore- 

2.  A  quo  tempore  tut. 

sit  Beneficiatas.        4.  An  boas  vitse. 
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5.  An  babeat  legi-  altaris  annue  de- 
tinu  document  a.  tur . 

6.  Ad  quid  oblige-  12.  Cujua  nominis 
tur.  Deservitor. 

7.  Qnomodo,     utt  13.  Cujua  vitas, 
juravit,     obliga-  14.  Quantum    Rec 
tioni  satisfaciat  tor  altaris  in  ab - 

8.  An  ipse  per  se  sentia  inde  annue 
3ati3faciat.  percipiat. 

9.  An  sit  Sacer-  IS.  Quodsi  Benefi- 
dos.  cium    sit     alteri 

10.  An    ftd  ■  statum  unitam,  addatur, 
Sacerdotalem    a-  cui  Beneficio 
BpireL  16.  Ex  qua  causa. 

11.  Quod  si  per  ali-  17.  A  quo  tempore. 
urn  obligationi  18.  An  oneribua  sa- 
satisfacial:  qu&n-  tisfiat- 

turn    Deservitori  19.  Per  quern. 

LXVIIL  MagUtri  Hotptiaiium,  Fiittda- 

tione*  pauperum,  JRdilei. 

1.  Qnomodo  no-  consensu  Pastoris. 
miaantur.  7.  An     necessaria 

2.  An  Catholici.  subministrent 

3.  An  viri  probi.  8.  An  prestiterint 

4.  Diligentes.  juramentum    fi- 

5.  PerpetaL  delimtis. 

6.  An  quEedam  pro-  9.  AueuuserintPro- 
cureut      absque  fessionem  fidei. 

LX1X.  Ludimagiiter. 

1.  An  aliquia  in  Scholas  special i- 
Parochia.  ter  deputatus. 

2.  A  quo  tempore.  10.  Quos  libros  do 

3.  Qualis  est  ceat 

4.  Quomodo     no-  11.  Quomodo. 
minatur.  12.  An      Scholares 

5.  An  Catholicui.  tarn  in  pietate  et 

6.  Ecclesiasticus,  bonis  moribus, 
an  Laicns.  quam  in  doctri- 

7.  AnemiseritPro-  na  diligenter  in- 
fessionem  fidei.  struat. 

8.  An  ad  missus  de  13.  An  illos  doceat 
consensu  et  pre-  cantum  Ecclesite. 
vLoBtcanHJCjjrf  14.  An  doceat  mo- 
•riamhattB  eia-  dnjn  inseraendi 
mine.  Missae. 

9.  An    locus     ad  16.  An  illos  Domi- 


nicis  et  Festtvis  fltendi  et  comma- 
nd Ecctesiam  co-  nicundi. 
mitetur.  17.  Quibus     mediis 
16.  An  seniores  do-  sustentetur. 
ceat  modum  con 

LXX.  Ciutot  Eccleiite. 

1.  Cujua  nominis.  11.  An    ipsi  orna- 

2.  An  Catholicus.  mentatraditauna 

3.  An  ad  missus  de  com     Inventario 
consensu  Pastoris.  eorumdem. 

4.  Et  previo  exa-  12.  An  vendat  vi- 
mine  Btcanl  aut  num. 
Pastoris.  13.  An  cerevisiam. 

5.  An  ante  admis-  14.Vinutn  adustum. 
sionem  prteatite-  15.  An  hospites  re- 
nt debitam  cau-  cipiat. 

tiouem.  Utrum  in  electione 

6.  An  fecerit  jura-  aut  constitutione 
mcntum  fidelita-  Magistrorum 

tis.  llospitaliuoi    &c. 

7.  An  emiseritPro-  sedilium,  Ludi- 
fessionem  fideL  magiatri  aut  Ec- 

8.  An  diligenter  clesite  Custodis 
fungatur  officio.  occurrant  atiquae 

9.  An  sciat  cantum  contention  en. 
Gregorianum.  Unde  istsj  oriautur. 

10.  An     Ecclesiam,  An    etiamnum   du- 

ejusque  ornamen-  rent 

ta  in  dec'enti  ni-  Quomodo  componi 

tore  conservet  possent 
LXXI.  Circa  OJficium.  Divinum. 

1.  Quali  utatur  timaua  Missas  Sa- 
Brevkrlo.  crificium  offerat 

2.  Quali  MissalL  11.  Ad  quot  Missas 

3.  An   quandoque  obligetur. 

in   Ecclesia    de-  12:  An    quandoque 

eantentur  aliqute  dnas    Missas    de 

hone  Canonical,  die  celebreL 

4.  Ant  alia.  13.  Qua  auctoritate. 

5.  Qua>.  14.  An  singulis  die- 

6.  Qnando.  bus  Dominicis  & 

7.  Qnomodo.  Festtvis     Misss* 

8.  Per  quos.  Officinm  in  pra- 

9.  An  eiacte  ob-  pria  Eeclesia  per- 
Rerventnr.  ngmt 

10.  Qnoties  in  aep-  IS.  An  statis  horn. 
R2 
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16.  An  cum  cantu. 

17.  Quis  Celebrunti 
ministret  et  re- 
spondeat. 

18.  An  Dominicis 
et  Fesrivis  Mis- 
sum  defunctorum 
celebret. 

19.  An  statute  tem- 
pore solemnitcr 
benedicat  Cereos. 

20.  Cineres. 


Sl.Palmu. 

22.  Ignem. 

23.  Cereum  Pas- 
chalem. 

24.  Fontem  Baptis- 

25.  Sal  et  aqnam. 

26.  An  omnia  per 
agat  secundum 
prescriptum  novi 
Missalis  et  Agen- 
das Coloniensis. 


LXXII.  Circa  Proceirione*  out  Suppli- 

cationes  omnes. 

1.  Quot  conaneve-  rantur  Reliquiae. 


fieri. 

2.  Quomodo. 

3.  An  iustituatur 
processio  in  fcsto 
S.  Mara. 

4.  An  diebua  Ro- 
gationnm. 

5.  An  in  eis  pnefe- 
ratur  Crux. 

6.  An  VexUlum. 

7.  An      circumfe- 


8.  An  Imagines. 

9.  Quolcs. 

10.  Quo  ornatu. 

11.  A  quibtia  gea- 
tentur. 

12.  An  in  illis  Pro- 
eessionibus  nulli 
commiUontnt  n- 
bnsns. 

13.  Aut  quomodo 
tolli  possint. 


4.  Quales. 

5.  AquoconcessBj. 

6.  Adquodtempus 


1.  Sub  quo  titulo 
institute*. 

2.  An  Regubs  give 
Statuta  obser- 
ventur. 

3.  An  aliquas  In- 

LXXIV.  Circa  Condones. 

1.  Quibus    diebua       4.  Quid 
et  noria  concio- 
netur. 

2.  Si  alius  hoe  mu- 
ntu  quandoque 
obeat,  an  ad  hoc 
appro  bat  ub. 

3.  Qua.    anctari- 


populum  doceat. 

5.  Quas  eonciones 
concioni  subj  un- 

6.  An  Bubditoa 
quandoque  mo- 
neat,  nt  influxes 


tempestive  defe- 

7.  Et  Ktgrotos  Sa- 
cramentis  Eccle- 
site  munhi  fa- 
ciant. 

8.  An  populo  an- 
nuntiet  dies  je- 
juniorum. 

9.  AnFeataEccIe- 

10.  An  Catechis- 
mum  sen  doctri- 
nam  Christianam 

LXXV. 

1.  An  citm  neces- 
sitBtem  alienia 
Parocbianu  ilia 
quandoque  ad- 
mi  nistret. 

2.  Qua  anctoritate. 

3.  An  id  faciat  in 
propria       Paro- 

4.  An  in  aliena. 

5.  An  in  admini- 
atratione  Sacra- 


11.  An    Dummkis 
et    Fentts  Cate- 


12.  An  ipsemet  do- 

13.  An  per  Substi- 

14.  An  moneat  Pa- 
tres  et  Matresfii- 
milias,  nt  proles, 
domesticos  et  sub- 
ditos  frequenter 
ad  Ecclesuun  mit- 
tant 


mentorum  quan- 

tntem  explicit 

6.  An  pro  admini- 
Btratione  pecu- 
niam  eiigat  ant 
auscipiaL 

7.  Addatur  hie  spe- 
cifice  status  Jn- 
riura   Stole,  nt 


1.  An  citrani 


LXXVI.  Baptutmu. 


n  quar 


trinus  quaruui- 
dam  prolium  auie 
Parochiie. 

5.  An  in  Parochia 
Obstetrix    Ca~ 

6.  Bene  instracta- 

7.  Anfidelitatisju 
ramentum  pras- 
■titit 


doqne  in  priva- 
tis  tedibua  con- 
feraL 

2.  Qua  auctoritate. 

3.  An  in  Patrinos 
admittat,  qui  Pro- 

feaaionem     fidei 

edere  detrectctnt. 

4.AnPastorsilPa- 

LXXVII.  Confirmatio. 
1.  A  quo  tempore  ant  locifl  vidnix 
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2.  An  multi  Faro-  explicet. 
chiani  confinnaii.       4.  An  eos  moneat 

3.  An  Parochiauia  ad  illud  cum  de- 

hoc     Sacramen-  bits     reverentia 

turn   qnandoque  suscipiendum. 

LXXVIII.  Confrvfo. 
1.  An  excepts  ne-  fewion.es   cumu- 

cessitale  earn  ex-  latim. 

traEccleauimcs-       3.  An   generaliter 
cipiat.  tan  turn  absolvaL 

8.  An  audiat  con- 

LXXIX.  IndulgtiiOx. 
An  eas  pnblicet  absque  licentia  Ordi- 
narii 

LXXX.  SS.  Eucharittia. 
1.  An  quando  ad  que  apud  infir- 

infirmoi     defer-  mnm  ofrernt. 

tnr,    earn   vicini        3.  Vel  alias  in  pri- 
vatia  ffidibua. 
4.  Cujus     auctori- 


comitentur. 

2.  An  Missie  Sacri- 
ficium    quando- 

I.XXXI.  Matrimonium. 


1.  An  quoad  am 
Matrimonio  j  un- 
gat  absque  tri- 
bus  pneviis  de- 
nunciationibus 
sive  proclamnti- 
onibua. 

2.  Qua  auctoritat  e. 

3.  An  sine  licentia 
Matrimonio  uo- 
pulet  all  enoa  Pa- 
rochianos. 

4.  An  vagos  et  pe- 
regrioos.  lites  matnmom- 

!».  An  Catholicnm         ales  definiat. 
LXXXII.  Orca  SubdUot. 

1.  AnomnesParo-  pore    confitean- 
chiani    sint   Ca-  tor. 

tholici.  4.  Communiceut. 

2.  An.  pneceptiaEc-       5.  AnDominitiset 
clesueaatisfaciant.  Festis     audiant 

3.  An  debito  tem-  Missam. 


cum  Acatholica, 
vel  i  contra. 

6.  An  in  privatta 
fedibus  Sponsos 
Matrimouiojun- 
gat. 

7.  An  promeridia- 
no  tempore. 

8.  An  Pastor,  Sa- 
cellanus  aut  De- 
aervitor  aliquan- 
do  sua  uuctori- 
tate  causae  sen 


6.  Concionem. 

7.  A  servilibus  o- 
peribus  abstine- 
ant,  except^  mea- 
Be,  qua  o  Paatore 
conceditur. 

8.  Quia  sit  commu- 
nicantiuiu  Hu- 
merus. 

9.  An  aliqui  ex 
snbditis  sint  Lu- 
therani. 

10.  Calvinistas. 

11.  Anabaptists-. 

12.  Novornm  Pro- 
pbetarum. 

13.  Judsi. 

14.  De  ami  lib  us 
suspecli. 

15.  Quam  mnlti. 

16.  An  Acatholica 
bona  ibidem  ac- 
quisivcrint. 

17.  Cnjus  Religio- 
nia  Officinles  et 
Scabini  in  judi- 

18.  An  Prsdicana 
aliquia  in  Paro- 

19.  An  quandoquo 
accedat 

20.  Cujua    Confes- 

21.  An  in  Parochia 


22.  Blasphemi. 

23.  Luaores. 

24.  Adulter!. 

25.  Conjugati  do- 
micilio  aut  thoro 
scandalose   sepa- 

26.  Incestuosi. 

27.  Concubinarii. 

28.  Venefici. 

29.  Angures. 


30.  Eosqne  consn- 

31.  Homicidre. 

32.  Contemptorea 
Sanctorum. 

33.  Lectioni  libro- 
mm  Acatholico- 
rum  addlcti. 

34.  Eoa  vendentes. 

35.  Eoa  do  mi    ser- 

36.  Cames  venden- 
tes  diebus  pro- 
hibitis. 

37.  Eas  tunc  tem- 
per is    comeden- 


39.  In  lis  obstinate 
perseverantes. 

40.  Persistentes  ad 
annum  vel  ultra 
sua  culpa  in  ex  ■ 
coinmunicatione. 

41.  Qui     Matrimo- 
nium     con  tr  axe- 
runt    intra   gra- 
dus    prohibitos 
consanguini  talis. 

42.  Affinitatis. 

43.  Vel  alio  modo. 

44.  Mulieres,  qus 
a  partu  antiquam 
Eccleaue  consue- 
tudinem  contcm- 
nant,  et  ad  Eo 
clesiam  Deo  gra- 
tiaa  actune  pro 
beneficio  puer- 
perii  non  proce- 

45.  AninParochU 
sint  Monacbi  ant 
Moniales  apoata- 
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46.  An   falsis  con- 
jugibns    adhiere- 


vis  pateant  ceno- 
polia  et  taberns 
ante  Offidum  Di- 
vinnm  penctum. 
48.  An  tempore  lee 


tionis  Catechetica?. 

49.  An  Parochus 
magnam  babe  at 
rationem  extero- 
rum,  quiyiomid- 
lium  in  Parochia 
eligTint. 

Tandem  qnaecuti- 
que  scandals  po- 
pulum     Christia- 


nnm  a  vera  Dei 
cultu  avertentie, 
snt  impedieutia, 
aliaque  grava- 
mina, Divinum 
bonorem,  Eccle- 
fiijeque  pacem,  ac 
quietem  contur- 
bantia,  ana  cam 
viis  ac   remediis 


iia  obsistendi,  in 
charts  separata 
ejusdem  cum  hac 
forma,  aut  foliis 
his  iawrtu,  expli- 
cari  et  proponi 
poterunt;  nt  ali- 
quando  fiat  un  u  m 
ovile,  Fucut  est 
unus  Pastor. 


CC.  Germanut,  Tom.  ix.  p-  682 — 691. 


XEttifrlanti*. 

SECT.  I.-Woccm  of  Woig-U-Bdt. 

Canons  for  tbe  Institution  of  Ktital  Stanrttfl,  and  the  Regulation  or  the 
Office  of  Bran  Kuial  in  the  Diocese  of  Boib-lb-Duc,  A.D.  hdcxii. 

hi.  2(r(biptt8bsUro*  •  tanquam  nostros  in  buo  queroqne  oetanatu  vicarios  constitui- 
mUH,  eosque  ab  omnibus  aibi  subditis  volumus  honorari,  et  in  eccksiis  parochialibus 
piimtun  semper  locum  obtinere,  veluti  pastorum  et  totiua  cleri  sui  districtus  pastorea. 
Quorum  ofRcium  imprimis  erit  singulas  distriettls  sui  ecclesias  in  propria  persona 
obire  et  visitare  super  excessibus,  erroribns,  vitiis,  et  crimmibus  inquirere,  eaque 
corrigere,  ac  curiae  nostra;  promotori  mdicare. 

iv.  Sirplpmbjttrf,  sen  Decant  parochias  aibi  com  missus  cum  xenodochils,  capellis 
et  confratemitatibus,  assumpto  secum  notario,  vel  saltern  aliqno  presbytero,  quotannls 
secundum  instractionem  illts  dandam,  anthoritate  nostra  visitent,  ac  de  vita,  fide,  et 
moribus  parocborum,  sacellanorum,  enstodum,  ludimagistrorum,  sdituorum,  ac 
gubematorum  mensa?  Sancti  Spiritus,  reliquorumqne  incolarum  sese  diligcnter 
infonnent,  ac  advertant,  an  piis  fnndatumibus,  eleemosyois  et  oneribns  beneficiorum 


*  Tho  first  two  chapter*  are  occupied  with  the  distribution  of  the  different  parishes  of  the 
diocese  of  Bois-le-Due  into  tlUBviM— their  names,  and  those  of  their  a rrfiipttii literal  super-- 
intmSantf  t  after  which  the  duties  of  the  office  are  explained  and  enforced. 
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et  officiorom  ecclesiasdcorum  laudabiliter  satiafiat,  itemque  utrlim  eccleaiaa  repara- 
tions egeaut,  et  ccemeteria  bene  occluaa  Bint :  nee  sacramentalium  et  omamentorum 
ecclesia?,  atque  scholarum  viaitationem  prstennittant.  Deaique  obaervent  «»  con- 
stitudoues  concilionim  tam  geaeralis  Tridentini,  et  provincialis  Mechliniensia,  quam 
noatri  dioaceaani  debit®  execudoni  demandentur ;  mandantea  iiadem  ttrcbtjHSbgUri*, 
at  junta  ordinationem  coucil.  1'rid.  acta  suae  visitationis  nitide  deseripta  infra  men- 
sem nobis  exhibere  teneantur. 

v.  ®a|(t*Ia  pastorum  singuli  attbinHSljjjtttt  quotannls  celebrent,  prascise  illo  die 
quern  illis  pnefigemus,  nt  ita  se  expedire  judicaverimus,  vel  personaliteT  interesse, 
vel  iia  significanda  perscribere  poasimua :  in  lis  vera  tapilulift  post  missam  per  eoa  de 
Sancto  Spiritu  decantatam,  atatuta  aynodalia  praaerUm  parochos  concernentia  legi 
curabunt,  eoademque  ad  illoram  observantiam,  ac  diligentem  munerutn  auonun 
adimpletioneni  et  defectuum  auorum  parochianonun  declaradonem  pia  et  aeriS  ora- 
tiuncula  adhortabontnr,  et  ai  qua)  nos  illia  significata,  ant  dicta  voluerimua,  ea  nostra 
nomine  ■  exponent :  deinde  locum  et  tempua  singulis  paatoribua  concedent,  ad  enaa 
difficnltatea  in  medium  adferendum ;  et  ai  quid  inter  eoa  ad  mutnam  beaevolendam 
adducere  conabuutur.  Si  quia  autem  eonim  mandatia  minim  obtemperaverit,  ia 
nobis,  ant  official!  noatro  denuncietur  graviter  puniendna. 

ci.  Haec  capitula  sic  celebrentur,  ut  ea  non  ad  comeasandnm,  aed  ad  tractandum  de 
rebna  eccleaia  indicta  ease  omnibus  innoteacat,  prandiaque  in  tabernia  aeu  diversoriis 
fieri  vetamua,  tamque  frugalia  siut  et  moderata,  ut  nemo  sumptibus,  vel  potu  gra- 
ve tur  ;  extranei  quoque  prater  eoa,  qui  fortnsse  a  nobis  mittentur  ab  his  eonviviis 
proraiia  excludantar ;  quo  majore  cum  fructu  inter  se  pastores  de  rebus  ecclesias 
colloqui  et  conferre  poasint:  declaramuaqne  ad  aumptus  dictonun  conviviorum  fe- 
rendoa  pastores  abaentea,  etiam  si  legitime  excusaverint  perinde  ac  prsaentea  ssqua- 
liter  ubligari,  et  contribuere  debere. 

vii.  In  prima  Mechliniensi  aynodo  statnitnr,  ne  ®bti«ttanttatum  Decani  alibi  quam 
in  templo,  ant  loco  saltern  decenti  et  honeato,  neqne  aliia  quam  peraonia  ecclesias ticis, 
et  in  mnndis  et  diatinctis  capaulis  sacrum  cbriama,  et  reliqua  sacramentalia  distri- 
bnant,  ant  defereuda  committant,  nee  etiam  pro  trnditione  novi  chriamalia  aliquid 
accipiant,  nisi  forte  anmptna  ejus  causa  factos  arbitrio  noatro  pro  pagorum  nnmero 
et  loconiin  a  nostra  aede  cathedrali  diatanua  taxandoa;  in  via  etiam  in  tabernia  non 
potiteut,  nee  alind  quod  aanctitatem  in  hue  chriamatia  et  oleorum  sacrorum  porta- 
done  non  decet,  committant:  novia  autem  acceptia  oleia  ac  chrismate  Vetera  snper 
piacinam  comburant,  ant  in  fomentum  lampadia  convertant,  ac  consnmanL 

v  in.  Ciiin  dignnm  ait  et  justum,  ut  qui  subditorum  obsequiia  addicuntur  Ulorum  aus- 
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tententur  stipendiis :  volumes  at  artbtpicAsttti  exequias  parochoraui  et  rcliquorum 
ecclesiasticorutn  ac  nobilium  sni  diatrictfts  celebrent,  et  jura  funeralia  juxta  taxatio- 
uem  per  nos  faciendam  recipiant ;  sunt  enim  artljipMSiijitfrf  parochoram  et  sucerdo- 
tum  sni  districtua  pastures,  qnare  solicit!  de  eorum  salute  ubi  aliqoem  e  mi  districtQa 
paatoribus,  aut  aacerdotibua  periculoae  luborare  intelligent,  statlm  ad  enro  excnrrant, 
moneantque  ut  IU  aaluti  cousulat,  eique  n  opua  est  sacramenta  adininistrent ;  quod 
si  eum  ex  ea  fegritudine  decedere  contigerit,  etiamsi  regnlaris  alicujua  instituti  ait, 
statim  cnrabuut  fieri  inventarium  omnium  bonorum  retictornm,  ut  piia  legatis,  aliis- 
qne  creditoribus  de  solutions  debilorum  cantum  sit,  atque  omnia  mimimenta  fabrics; 
ecdesite,  vel  menses  panpernm  apud  eum  reperta,  fabrics  eidem  vel  menste  pauperum 
respective  curent  resdtui.  Quse  vero  ad  pastoratum,  aut  fundata  ibi  beneficia  spec- 
tabunt,  ac  speciatim  defuncti  enchiridium,  sen  manuale,  in  quo  reditunm  &  ae  recep- 
torum  rationes  descripait  aecum  deferent :  neqne  nlla  hujusmodi  monumenta  relin- 
quent  in  manibua  aliornm,  etiam  sub  pnetextn,  quod  its  forte  iudigeant  ad  executio- 
nem  testamentL  Si  ounen  aliquo  revera  opus  sit,  dabunt  exemptam  sen  ■  copiam 
istiusmodi  document!  quo  se  iudigere  asaerent.  Curam  etiam  gerent  anfaipftKbutcri, 
ut  infra  annum  in  curia  nostril  ecclesiastics  domua  mortnaria!  computus  et  rationea 
exhibeantur  et  peragantur. 

Statuta  Synodi  Diaoettma  JhucoducnuU,  A.D.  mdcxii. 


SECT.  II.— Sioctsr  of  Vrngt*. 

Statutes  fob  rbgulatins  the  Duties  of  Stanft  of  ttfjrfntianitn  in  the  Diocesi 
of  fiacass,  by  Bishop  Driutius.    A.D.  mdlxxi. 

i.  PRIMUM  btcani*  ®htf»tianitatf»  injunginraa  quatenus  singnlis  annia  oranes 
parochiales  ecclesias,  capellanias,  hoapitalia,  et  alia  loca  sacra  infra  limites  anornm 
Crcanstuum  conaiatentia  in  apiritaalibua,  et  temporalibua  visitent,  curentque  ut  vene- 
rabile  eaeharistue  sacramentum,  et  sacramentalia  cum  debitis  honore,  et  rererentiil 
reserventur,  et  custodiantur  :  ac  libros,  calices,  mappaa,  et  alia  ornamenta  ad  servi- 
tram  divinum  reqnisita.qnatenn*  reparatione  indiguerint,  reparari  et  mnndari  faciant: 
computus  qnoqne  tarn  fabricaram  qnam  menaarum  panpernm,  ac  boapitatium  inapj. 
ciant,  ac  examineat,  ac  de  eorundem  bonorum  adminiatratioue  inquirant,  et  si 
negligenter,  aut  non  fideliter  adnuniatrari  repererint,  nobis  quantocitiua  denundent, 
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vistationes  aulem  suns  at  oportet  ecripto  redactas  infra  duos  menses  ab  ultima  visi- 
tatione  signataa,  et  clansas,  cam  artia  et  actitatis  per  eos,  fideliter  transmittant. 

ti.  Insaper  domos  preabyterales  ac  tedificia  ad  antedictna  bcneficiatoa  ratione  bene- 
flciornm  spectantia  debite  reparari  faciant,  ipsoaqne  benefieiorum  possessores  per 
arrestationem  et  apprehensionem  fructnum  ad  eandem  reparationem  compellant, 
alioquln  reparationem  hujusmodi,  brtanorum  expensis  fieri  mandabinros. 

ill.  Investigent  etiam  quie  onera  beneficiatis  ratione  suorum  benefieiomm  incum- 
bent, illaque  fieri,  et  persolvi,  et  omiasa  recuperari,  per  eonwdem  fractuum  snb- 
stractionem  et  arrestationem  faciant,  qnam  non  relaxabunt,  nisi  de  nostra  exprcsso 


iv.  Prseterea  sedulo  inqnirent  in  dictis  visits  tionibua,  de  vita,  doctrine,  et  moribtw 
curatorum,  et  aliornm  preabyterorura,  ac  prseceptorum  sen  magistrorum,  et  cujus  stot 
qualitatis,  fidei,  et  nominis  ac  fame,  similiter  diligentiam  adhibeant,  ac  se  infonnent 
de  qnalitate  et  fide  eorum,  qui  fabricia  ecclesiarnm  et  menais  panpernm  pnefecti 
sunt,  omnia  qne  nobis  fideliter  referant. 

v.  Et  quia  sfflpiiis  vagi  et  ignoti,  alteriusque  dicecesia  sacerdotes  ad  nostram  dioe- 
cesin  se  confernnt,  timentes  a  suia  snperioribns  pro  exigentia  auorum  exceasnnm 
puniri,  seu  nt  liberius  apod  incognitos  vivant :  statuimns,  nc  ignoti  vel  vagi  sacer- 
dotes, ad  missaram  celebrationem  admittantnr,  nisi  priiis  brcanis  ®bi'i«fanttari#, 
litteraa  licentise  celebrandi  &  nobis  obteutas  pnesentaverint,  et  in  illorum  manibns 
cantionem  nsqne  ad  sommam  qnadraginta  libr.  par.  pro  secaritate  debitoram  per 
eos  fbrsan  contrakendonim  pnestiterint,  qnas  litteras  curatis  locorum  prinsqnam 
divinis  se  Immiscere  prelum  ant,  pnesentare  teneantor,  et  si  present!  nostra;  ordina- 
tion! contraventam  faerit,  tam  enrati  qni  illos  ad  celebrationem  admittent,  qnam 
died  sacerdotes  delinquentea,  per  bccsnM  promotori  dennncientnr,  pcenl  condignft 
puniendi. 

vi.  Curaqne  in  hac  dicecesi  nonnnlli  religion  obtenta  a  suia  pnelntis  licentiS 
vivendi  extra  snom  monaster!  tun  (quam  obedientiam  vocant)  in  sno  regulari  habitn, 
ac  alii,  vigore  litterarum  apostoliearum  diapensau,  at  extra  sua  moaasteria  residare 
possint,  in  habitn  presbyteri  aecularis,  deferendo  scapnlare  sab  ana  toga,  aat  veste 
talari,  in  acandalnm  rebgionis,  vagentnr:  prsecipimns  et  sub  piena  sospensionis  a 
drrinis  mandamus,  ne  aliquis  religiosas  sab  pnetextn  hujusmodi  dispensationis,  ant 
graeiffi  ad  ecclesiarnm  parochialiom  deservitaram,  missaram  celebrationero,  confes- 
a-onnin  audltionem,  aat  saw  amen  tor  am  admiuistrationem  admittatur,  nisi  prius 
litteris  bubs  lii;enti8e,  sea  dispensationis  per  nos  viaitatis,  et  examinatis,  specialem  a 
nobia  ad  snpradicta  licentiam  in  scriptis  obtinuerit. 
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vii.  ConmderanteB  etiam  indecorum  esse  stutui  ecclesiastico,  laicos,  quibua  jure 
vetitnm  eat,  cancellos  sive  chonim  ecclesiarum  ingredi,  custodura  officia  in  diversi* 
ecclesits  exercere :  preecipimus  et  injungtmus  singulis  l>ecani#  ne  deinceps  quispiam 
nd  eustodise  dcservituram  admittatnr,  non  tonsuratus,  aut  bigamus,  ant  qui  ballivi, 
ant  clientis  officium  exercet,  nut  in  judicio  criminal!  interfuit,  suamque  in  eo  senten- 
tiam  protulit,  Tel  officinm  cauponarii  vet  tabemarii  alindve  vile,  et  clero  indignum 
exercet,  ant  qui  barbam  defert  longiorem,  sen  veatem  clericis  indecentem,  atqoe  ante 
admissionem  dit-tis  betanfs  de  vita*  sue  honestate,  el  fidei  aaceritnte  testimonium 
scripto  exhibeat:  quod  Oftani*  prsdictis  nt  stricte  observent,  et  exequantur,  man- 
damus. Si  autem  dicti  custodes  qnacunqne  de  causa  ad  deservituram  inhabilea  per 
tlttantun  tnoniti  non  pareant,  curia?  nostra*  denuncientur,  ad  exemplum  aliorum 
puniendi. 

tiii.  Nee  admittantnr  proprietarii  ecclesiarum  paroehialium  ad  prsmanv  deservi- 
turam earnndem  ecclesiarum,  nisi  priiis  constet  otcmilt  *E &rt*tian itatift,  litteras  sua- 
rum  provisiouum  nobis  fuiese  presents  t  as,  quodque  ipsi  pneviis  examine,  et  testi- 
monio  probitatis  vita?,  professione  fidei  catholics,  et  juramento  personalis  residentis 
juxta  decreta  concilii  Tridentiti,  ad  deservitoram  eccleaiss  parochialia  admissi  fuerint 
Quiim  autem  aliqua  ecclesia  destituta  fuerit  curato,  aut  deservitore,  eidem  immediate 
per  Ceeanuin  nostra  authoritate  provideatur,  tdque  prima  opportunitate  onaMU  nobis 
significabit,  nee  ultra  mensem  nobis  intimare  diflvrat,  quo  per  ejusdem  continuatia- 
nem,  ant  alterius  magls  idonei  constitutionem,  ecclesise  vacant!  pleniiis  provideamus. 
rx.  Vol  am  us  insuper  quod  Of  Cant  omnium  et  mngulorum  curator  urn,  capellanorum, 
custodum,  et  aliorum  benenciatorum  snorum  Qtunatanm  nun  residentium,  et  qui 
ante  festum  Beats  Maris  Magdalense  litteras  privilegii  aut  dispensationis  super  non 
residentia,  nobis  ant  bttanftt  non  exhibnerint,  ant  quorum  beneficia  per  obltum, 
resignatiouem,  aut  recessnm,  ante  dictum  festum  vacaverint,  truetus,  reddilua,  et 
proTentus  proiit  ipsi  ex  officio  teneutnr,  immediate,  authoritate  nostra  arrestare, 
arrendare,  ac  postmodum  levare,  non  expectatft  it  nobis  ulteriori  ordinatioae,  dic- 
tisque  beneficiis  per  persona*  idoneaa  deserviri  racere  debeant,  jure  patronorum  ac 
alterius  cujnslibet  semper  salvo :  idl  tainen  quod  nemo  ad  deservieudum  ecclesia- 
parochial!  constituatur,  nisi  priiis,  aut  saltern  infra  mensem  a  die  institntionia  per 
ftttanW  (ne  interim  ecclesia  absque  deservitore  remaneat)  facts,  &  nobis  examin&tos, 
et  admissus  fuerit,  Utterasque  nostras  desnper  obbnere,  et  b»t«ai*  exhibere  procure*. 
Bub  pcenft  arbitrariS,  tarn  per  uttarom  aliter  inatituentem,  quam  per  institntum  prss- 
missa  negligentem,  inennenda. 

x.  Quoniam  etiam  usu  comperimus  per  beneficiatorum  absentiam  fructus  benefi- 
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riorum  deperrfl,  ac  onera  beneficiis  incumbcntia  negligi,  ordinamus  nt  nulli  conce- 
dantor,  nee  snflragentar  litters  de  non  reaidendo,  nisi  idem  non  residena  constituent 
aliqaem  procuratorem  eccleaiasticum  nobis  subjectum,  cum  electione  domicilii  ad 
domum  sui  pro  c  uraturia,  qui  procurator  in  litteris  non  residential  nomiuabitur,  ac 
nos  nostroaqne  fittano*  de  fractious  et  oneribus  beceficiornm  suorum  domino  rum 
enfficienter  instruct,  oneraque  beneficiis  iocumbentin  adimpleri  demonatrabit,  ac  de 
singulis  concernentibus  beneficia  absentium,  respondere  tenebitur. 

ii.  Quia  autem  arrestationes  Qrcanotura  nt  plurimnm  parvi  penduutur,  ordinamus 
quateniia  post  factam  fructuuw  arreslanonem,  citentur  per  UttanM  coram  official! 
noatro  beneficiati,  sen  eorum  procurators,  ad  videnduro  dictos  fructus  arrestatos  ad 
impletionem  ouerum,  et  anas,  juita  juris  ant  statntornm  nostrorum  dispositions  m, 
deputeri,  et  adjudiearir  inhibitione  nihilouiin'us  per  lift  sues  tempore  arresti  facta  de 
non  amovendis  frnctibas,  ant  alteri  non  solvendo,  donee  aliter  fnerit  per  offirialem 
cum  causes  cognitione  decretom,  durante:  et  si  be  can  i  in  pnedictis  negligentes 
fuerint,  de  fructibus  ipsi  reapondebnnt 

xn.  Ordinamua  etiam  eisdem  Detain*,  at  diligenter  invigilent  et  attendant,  ntrum 
ecclesise,  altaria,  ccEmeteria,  et  alia  lota  pia,  sita  infra  districtum  snorum  becauatttum 
sint  consecrate :  inhibeantqne  in  eisdem  eccleaiis  non  consecratis,  ant  prophauatia,  et 
in  qnibns  majns,  ac  palroui,  et  Beatse  Maris  altaria  consecrate  non  fuerint,  sine 
nostra  speciali  gratia  divina  celebrari  :  si  quia  antem  in  eccleaiis,  ant  altaribns  non 
consecratis,  ant  priratonun  sedibns  celebrate,  nut  ccemeteria  prophana  pro  benedictis 
habere,  aut  in  ea  mortuos  inferre  ansns  fuerit,  ipsum  graviter  pnniemns. 

sin.  Et  quia,  magistri  fabricamm  ecclesiarum  parochialium,  ac  alii  laiei,  altaria 
erigere,  et  constntere,  et  alia  jam  constructa,  etiam  consecrata,  necnon  ecclesiarnni 
eamndem  structures,  et  sedificia  demoliri  interdiim  sua  anthoritate  presumunt:  pro- 
hibemus  ne  qnispiam  deinceps  licentift  a  nobis  non  obtentd,  hnjnsmodi  sedificia  eccle- 
siarum, sen  altaria  in  illis  erecta,  diruere,  evertere,  et  prophanare  pnesumat :  quod  si 
evenerit  delinquents  nobis  denunrientnr,  poena  condigna  puniendi. 

nv.  Non  admittant  posthac  btranl,  ant  enrati  aliquos  qnsestores,  sub  quocunqne 
pnetextn,  ant  quavis  ex  causa  sub  pcena  xiL  libr.  par.  per  gstanum,  ant  curatum 
dictos  qnsestores  admittentes  pro  singulis  vicibos  inenrrendfi:  si  qnos  vero  sciant 
qiuestorea  eleemosynas  in  templis,  ant  alibi  sub  sab  parocniu  sine  nostra  licentift 
colligere,  eos  curias  nostne  sub  prescript]!  poena  denuucienL 

xv.  Ne  autem  pin  Chrisd  fidelinm  erga  sanctorum  renquias  devotio,  aut  ex  pras- 
cedenti  voto  obligatio,  per  prasmissa  pereat  vel  negligatur,  ipsique  fideles  indulgentiis, 
ant  aliis  spiritualibus  graciis  reliquiae  venerantibus  et  subsidinm  cbaritativum  paupe- 
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ribus,  infinnis,  ant  piia  locia  porrigentibns  concessis,  priventur :  volmnus  quod  Qrtaui 
et  pastorea  sine  nllo  qutestu,  diim  et  quando  requisiti  fuerint  indulgentias,  »el  spiri- 
tuales  gratias  hujusmodi,  a  nobis  litteratorie  admissas,  paropbianis  auia  pnblicent, 
eosqne  admoneant  ad  promerendum  easdem,  atqne  vota  prastita  vel  prrestanda  Deo 
sanctisque  reddenda,  quodque  eleemoaynas  et  charitativa  aubaidia  fideliam  recipient, 
eaque  fideliter  sine  nllo  stipcudio  pastores  utrani*  <Ebri«t(anitatifl  in  rcnboEatfouibttB 
urcanallsug,  et  onant  infra  it.  dies  a  receptione  canton,  ve!  arcbiprerfinttro  ecclesi» 
nostra-  cathedralis  numerent,  qui  dictas  eleemosynas  pauperibus  vel  piia  iocia  quibus 
piS  fidelinm  devotione  destinontur,  adnumerari  cnrabit. 

xti.  Item  pnecipimus  toctanif  nostris,  quateuiis  bona  tnobilia  presbyterornm  quo- 
rumcunque  nobis  subjectorum,  in  nostril  diajcesi  decedentmm,  stat'im  post  obitom 
coram  arrestent,  et  in  aneato  teneani,  quousque  eia  constiterit,  an  defunct)  testamen- 
tnm  condiderint,  ant  sere  alieno  gravati  decesaerint,  ac  hasredes  ant  execntores  testa- 
menlorum,  onera  domtts  mortuarie  implere  volnerint,  et  ad  ea  judiciauter  vel  litse- 
ratorie  se  obligaverint :  si  antem  intestati,  ant  teatati  qnidera,  aed  sere  alieno  gravati 
decesaerint,  uullusque  (at  pramittitur)  luereditatem  adire  volnerit,  bona  pnedicta  (ut 
pnemittitur)  arreatata,  et  in  legitimuui  inventarium  redacts,  per  otcanoB  plus  offeren- 
dum  pnblice  ad  opna  creditornm,  et  jus  habentium  vendentur,  qni  de  sua  adminiatra- 
tione  officiali  nostro,  haeredibus,  ereditoribns,  et  legatariia  ad  id  per  edictnm  pereinp- 
torie  evocatje,  compntnm  loco  et  tempore  debitis  rcddere  tenebuntur,  alioquln  btcrat, 
damnum  quod  creditores,  aut  noe  ex  praescriptorum  omiasioue  incurremua,  reaarcient: 
ai  rero  testamentum  condiderint,  non  relaxent  Decani  arrestum  donee  eia  legitime 
conatiterit  testamentum  per  noa,  ant  officialem  nostrum  fuisae,  et  ease  inspectum,  vii- 
tatum,  ac  approbatnm,  et  inquirant  diligenter  de  litteris,  et  documentia  concernenti- 
bua  ecclesiam,  et  beneficia  defiincti,  illaque  futnro  successori  fideliter  reservent,  ac 
noa,  aut  ftigilliferam  nostrum  de  morte  cujnscunqne  sacerdotis  nobia  snbditi,  indilat£ 
a  notitift  mortis,  cer&ores  reddsnt. 

xvn.  Scunri  Bscerdotes  sub  euo  aunualu  in  notorio  concubinatn  aut  alias  acan- 
dalose  viventes,  similiter  et  laicos  adulteroa,  fbraicatores,  ant  alia  publica  crimma 
eccletdnstiri,  aut  mixti  fori  committentes,  (ne  criminnm  impunitate  aut  conniventia 
peccantium  multitudo  crescat,  et  iram  Dei  erga  noa  proTOcemna)  ai  admoniti,  atatim 
se  non  emendeut,  sed  crimina  aua  et  Bcandalosam  vitam  contmuent,  ad  curiam 
noslram  deferant. 

ivhi.  SSrcbipMSbji'tt  et  Decani  deinceps  unam  tonfaocstionnn  pasto'rura  sui  tttta- 
natux  ku  districtfla,  tempore  maiime  commodo  per  noa  statuendo,  singulis  annis 
habebunt,  ad  quam  conbotatiotuin  curatoa  auos  quindecun  diebus  ante,  aub  poenft 
quatuor  libr.  par.  evocabunt. 
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xix.  Postremo  volnmus  quod  omaes  in  dignitate,  ant  administratione  ecclesiastic* 
couHtituti,  ac  pastures  vel  vicem  eorum  gerentes,  habeunt,  et  diltgenter  relevant  dc- 
crcta,  catechismnm  coucilii  Trid.  atque  Btatuta  provincial  MechJiniensis,  noatraque 
dkecesana,  alioqui  eorum  negligentia  incorrecta  minimi  remanebit 

Deoreta  et  Statuta  primm  Synodi  Dkece$aiue  Brugent.  p.  19. 


SECT.  III.— Motttt  of  ffihent. 

Ordinances  fob  flicfaaftftbstm  Until  of  tub  Diocese  op  Ghent, 
by  Bishop  Trust,  A.D.  mdcl. 

I.  ftitftiytttfenttti  eccleuas  becanara*  sui  quotannls  circa  Pascha  et  Pentecosten 
aerio  visitabunt  juxta  instructionem  suam,  tempore,  quod  -visitation!  destiuabunt, 
pastoribus  tempestive  prffisignificato.  Et  ne  occaaione  visitationum  coromessationes 
ullse  nant,  aerio  cavebunL  Acta  quoque  Buarum  visitationum  nitide  deacripta  et 
k  se  subsignata,  quotannls  ante  Kalendas  Junii  ad  nos  transmittenL 

II.  BltbtltWilBUri,  quandoenmque  per  nos  convocati  fuerint;  in  sacello  nostra 
domestico  se  sistent,  gratiam  Spiritus  Sancti  nobiscum  invocaturi,  ac  deinde  audituri 
ea  que  post  mutuam  collatioDem  maturamque  deliberatioitem,  pro  utilitate  animanun 
et  fideli  ecclesiarum  regimine  statuenda  et  ordinanda  duierimus. 

in.  Pneterea  singuli  attfipintbottti  celebrabunt  annuatlm  caoitulum  pastorum  sui 
dislrictus  online  et  tempore  hlc  designato.  3rr£)tprtsbg>tn  Gandavensis  celebrabit 
rapitulum  suum  prima  feria  secunda  post  festum  Atiwnptionit  B.  Maria,  ferifi  quartA 
immediate  subsequente  celebrabitur  tanttulum  TeTuramundanutn.  Huic  feria 
secunda  proxima  succedet  csptlulum  fVananum.  Deinde  feria  quartA  anbsequente 
HultteTue.,  post  illud  prima  feria  secunda  celebrabitur  (npttulutn  Everghemieiue,  ac 
deinde  feria  quarta  Aldenardente,  et  subsequent!  septimana  feria  secunda  taf  itttluw 
Do/uanum,  ac  feria  quarta  Tiietamtm.  Potto  aliqno  festo  in  feriam  aeenndam  vel 
quartam  Incidente,  celebrabitur  tapttuluin  postridie. 

iv.  Hsc  ipsa  capitals  celebrentur,  ut  ea  non  ad  comrnesaandum,  sed  ad  tractan- 
dnm  de  rebus  seriis  indicia  esse  omnes  intelligant ;  proinde  in  illis,  initium  reruro 
agendarum  sumatur  ab  invocatione  Spiritua  Sancti  quo  dirigente  de  rebus  ecclesi« 
cooieratur,  prandium  vero  non  fiat  niai  frugale  et  moderatum,  ut  nemo  sumptions 
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vel  pota  gruvetur ;  nee  unqunm  in  tabernil  vel  diveraorio  instituatar,  extranet  quo- 
qae  per  quos  tractatio  de  rebus  ecclesite  impediri  poaait  ab  eo  excludnntur. 

V.  Atque  ul  prandium  ait  frugale  et  modefahun  symbolum  non  excedat  tree 
florenog,  ad  quod  orones  pastures  tenebuntur  ctiam  quantumvis  legitima  ex  causa 
absentee,  a,  quibua  asqualiter  symbolum  solvi  volumus  proiit  &  prtesentibua.  Ac  in- 
super  urdinamua,  ut  mulcta  eorum  qui  sine  causa  in  ipsa  congregatione  a  pluralitate 
votorum  approbanda  abfuerint,  ultra,  symbolum,  sit  unius  libra?  grossorum  sol  vends;, 
ad  opus  expensarum  in  tali  congregatione  factarum.  Et  si  qui  forte  ulterius  contu- 
maciter  adesse  (Spttulo  renuntiaverint,  curia?  nostra*  denuntiabuntur,  alia  insuper 
pcena  szbitraria  puniendi. 

vi.  Mandamus  et  ordinamus,  ut  pastures,  sacellaui,  et  beneficiati  quieumqne, 
artbtpirflgguri*  respective  suia,  CChdHtfanitatin  Huanf*.  juxta juramentum  in  adeptione 
beneticii  preestari  solitum,  tradant  eiactam  speeificationeni  honorum,  proventunm  ac 
jurium  snorum  respective  bene ndorum,  quod  si  diutius  contra  juramentum  prsestituin 
id  f&cere  distulerint  vel  recuaaverint ;  defectuoai  denuntiabuntur  quamprimum  archi- 
diacouo  nostra,  sub  mulcts  trium  Ubranun  groasorum  ad  id  adigendi. 

vn.  Atque  ut  in  eccleaiia  nobis  sub ditia,  quoad  res  animarum  coram  concernentea 
omnia  ordinate  riant,  volumus  nt  debitua  honor  ancbiprcKbntnfe  nostris  qui  pMtorea 
pastorum  aunt ;  exhibeatur  ab  omnibus,  pneaertlm  ab  iis,  qui  ad  curam  animarum 
aaanmuntur ;  et  eorum  authoritatem,  dignitatem  et  superioritatem  agooscant :  seiant- 
qoe  nullaa  litteraa  cnra  animarum,  deaervitnrB,  vel  vice  paatoratua  imposteriim  cui- 
qnam  suffragan,  nisi  pnevie  nrbismbDUto  istins  districtfls  exbibeantnr,  et  ab  eodem 
subsignentur. 

tie  Snbiptt*Jb»teri  novas  campanss  benedicent,  &  aMeBanja  non  resident  bus 
exigent  quotannis  exhibitionem  licentite  non  reside.nai,  et  attestationem  impleti  oneris 
mimarum,  et  peraolutorum  cenauum,  quibua  forte  bona  beneficioram  gravantur,  et 
banc  ipaam  atteatatiouem  etiam  reqoirent  a  benenciatis  lesidentibus. 

ix.  Cui  deservitura  dutntaxat  cujuacnmqne  paatoratua  est  commisaa,  is  quotannis 
nno  mense  ante  festum  nativitatis  Sancti  Joannu  Baptuite  litteras  aw  deservitum 
aTtbtsnfbgtero  suo  tradet,  ab  eo  deinde  cum  catteris  aimilibns  deservitorialibus  ad 
nos  transmittendaa,  nt  novas  pro  altero  anno  quateniis  opus  fuerit  expediri  mande- 
mos,  et  a.  decimis,  aliisqne  bonis  paatoratua  elocandis  abstinebit,  ab  irtbtfwrtjttro 
enim  ob  Justus  causes  idipsnm  prsestari  volumus. 

x.  Quandocumque  atqui  mansarint  defectuoai  qui  communioni  Paachali  non  satis- 
fecerint,  octani  SbrfstUnttatn  eos  curies  nostra,  premiaaa  admonition*  debit*,  de- 
nuntiabunt. 
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si.  Quoad  cetera  omnia  officium  irtrbfpttsbgtrr-onirn  concernentia,  sequcntur 
eing-oll  cnmmissionem  et  instructioaem  suam.  Et  quscnmqne  in  els,  et  his  statutis 
seu  decretis  nostris  non  continentur,  ea  sibi  non  permitti  scinnt,  et  s  forte  aliquando 
permissa  fuerint 


Ji;haments  having  reference  to  SrthpKjSbjters  Rural  of  the 
Diocese  of  Ghent. 

JURANENTUV  PRJESTANOUM   IN  MANIBUS    StttlipmbntEri    IN    ADEPTIONE  PaSTORATUS. 

Eoo  N.  juro  et  promitto  obedieutiam,  reverentiam  et  honorem  suramo  pontifici 
Romano,  revere ndisai  mo  domino  episcopo  Gandavensi  eorumdemque  successor! bus. 
Item  juro  et  promitto  ecclesiss  mre  parocbiali  de  A",  fideliter  deservire,  secundum 
oneria  illi  annexi  exigentiam,  et  in  eo  personaltter  residere.  Bona  pastoralfia  vel 
ecdesue  mete  non  ahenabo;  et  indebite  alieuata  quantum  in  me  erit,  fideliter  recu- 
perare  studebo.  Specificationem  omnium  bonorum  et  fructnum  pastoratfls  mei  cum 
debitfi  deaignatione  hypotbecanun,  limitum  et  terminorum  intra  annum  proximum 
aict(prts&st*ni  meo  tradam,  proiit  etiam  specificationem  censuum,  redituum,  et  alio- 
rum  quibus  bona  mei  paatoratfis  subjects  sunt,  et  quod  ilia  onera  fideliter  et  tempore 
debito  persolvi  procurabo.  Fructus  anni  in  quo  me  mori  aut  meam  ecclesiam  dimit- 
tere  eontioget,  relinquo  pro  rata  temporis  succesaori  meo  vel  alteri  cnilibet  jua 
babeuti,  junta  laudabilem  hujua  duEcefda  coneuetudinem  et  statuta  episcopalia  hacte- 
niis  observata.     Ita  me  Deus  adjuret  et  hesc  Sancta  Dei  Evangelia. 

JUEAHENTOM  PEASTANDDM  PER  CaPELLANOS,  vel  PER  ALIOS  QUO  MOD  MO.  HE 

Benbficiatos,  curah  aniharum  non  habentrb. 
Ego  N.  juro  et  promitto  obedieutiam,  reverentiam  et  honorem  mmmo  pontifici 
Romano  ac  revere ndissi mo  domino  episcopo  Gandavensi,  eorumdemque  succcasoribus. 
Item  juro  et  promitto,  quod  bona  capellania;  mesa  (vel  personalis  aut  beneficii)  non 
alienabo  et  indebite  alienata  quantum  in  me  erit,  fideliter  recuperare  studebo.  Spe- 
cificationem  omnium  bonorum  et  fructuum  capellania;  me*e  (vel  peraonatus  aut  bene- 
ficii) cum  debitfi  designatione  hypotbecarum,  limitum  et  terminornm  intra  sex  menses 
proximoa  aitbtpicfbnttto  meo  tradam,  proiit  etiam  specificationem  censuum,  et 
redituum,  et  aliorum  onerum  quibus  bona  capellania;  mete  (vel  peraonatus  aut  bene- 
ficii)  aubjecta  aunt,  et  quod  ilia  onera,  fideliter,  et  tempore  debito  persolvi  procurabo, 
Ita  me  Deus  adjuvet  et  lisc  Sancta  Dei  Evangelia. 
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JllBAMENTUM  CUSTODUM  IN  ADEPTIONB  MaTKICI 


Eoo  N.  juro  et  promitto  quod  ero  semper  obedieng  domino  meo  pastori  in 
mnneribus  pastoralibus  mmisterium  meum  requirentibus,  et  fideliter  adimplebo  ea 
que  officii  mei  sunt,  quodque  iu  officio  divino  et  in  administratione  aacramentorum 
assiatam  in  babilu  decenti.  Juro  etiam  et  promitto  quod  bona,  proventus  et  jura 
matricularise  mea  nun  alieuabo,  et  indebite  alienata  quantum  in  me  erit,  fideliter 
recuperare  studebo,  quodque  specification  em  bonorum,  fructuum  et  jurium  meie 
matricularue  intra  sex  menses  proximos  arcbipKBhsttrc  meo  tradam  cum  specifi- 
catione  onerum  quibus  ilia  forte  gravatur.  Sic  me  Dens  adjuvet  et  hoc  Sancta  Dei 
Evangelia. 

JUEAHKNTUH  IjUDIMAOISTftCRUM  PB£STANDUM  IN  HANIBDB  SCHOLABT1CI  IN  L0C1S 
VBL  DIBTRICTIBUH   UBI  IS  FUE&IT,   VBL  ALIAS  IN  MANIBUB  &rtfttpr[Bbntttt. 

Ego  N.  juro  et  promittto  quod  fideliter  docebo  pueros  sea  juventutem,  legere 
ea  qua*  sunt  doctrine  sanctae  matris  ecclesite  Catholics;  Apostolioe  Romans,  quodque 
nullos  libros  ant  scripta  pueria  seu  juventuti  pradegam  vel  pnelegi  permiUam,  aut, 
doceri,  quse  aliqnid  turpe  aut  obsocenum  vel  bsretlcum  suspectumve  contineant,  aed 
ea  tantiim  que  ad  bonos  mores  ant  pietatem  conducent  Sic  me  Dens  adjuvet  hsec 
Sancta  Dei  Evaugelia. 

JURAUBNTUH  BlBLIOPOLARUM  PRASTANDUM  IN  HANIBUS  flrtfatptttiQgttrf. 

Eoo  N.  juro  et  promitto  quod  nullos  libroa,  cantilenas,  rythmos,  ephemerides 
aut  rimilia  imprimam  aut  veualia  eiponam,  vel  secretd  distribnam,  ant  quantum 
in  me  erit  imprimi,  venalia  eiponi,  vel  secrete-  distribni  permittam,  quam  ea  qua; 
debite  4  reverendissimo  domino  episcopo  Gandavensi  vel  ejus  censore  aut  ab  alio 
similem  potestatem  babente,  legitime  approbate  vel  permissa  fuerint.  Sic  me  Dens 
adjuvet  et  luce  Sancta  Dei  Evaugelia. 

JuilAMENTUW  ObBTETBICUM.* 

Jorent  quod  infantes  a  se  exdpiendos  quantodus,  vel  saltern  intra  tres  dies  bapti- 
zart  curabunt,  aut  n  obdstentibus  parentibus  vel  amicis  id  efficere  non  possint  quod 
mox  pastori  loci  denuntiabunt 

Decreta  et  Ordinata  Diacetu  Gandavauit,  p.  74. 

*  This  obstetric  Jurament  waa  usually  administered  by  toe  DHB  rival  of  the  district 
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Synodal  Constitutions  on  the  duties  op  fttr^profentm  Aural  op  the  Diocese 
of  Rubehond,  by  Bishop  William  Lin  dan,  A.D.  hdlxx. 

I.  QUIA  noa  levem  oneris  nostri,  laborisque  ecclesiastiei  rastinent  portionem 
«tcf)f ft e^b sttti ;  squisrimum  est,  at  pra  cteteris  etiam  presbyteris  honorentnr.  Mau- 
damui  igitur,  nt  in  omnibus  eccleatis  parochiaUbus  primum  semper  locum  obtineaut, 
in  qnibns  quando  versabuntur,  stolfi  utentnr  super  Candida,  quasi  pastornm  psstores, 
nostrique  non  minimi  ex  parte  vicarii.  In  ecclesiis  vero  collegiatis  locum  post 
ttctMnm,  et  alias  dignitatis  occupabnnt,  ante  bict-bctannnt,  vel  seniorem  canonicam. 

II.  Deinde  ne  sat  gratis  militent,  ant  immoderate  ecclesue  graventur  vudtationum 
stipendio !  statuimus,  nt  atrfUptrtonttt  quilibet  quotaunls  omnes  suas  perdiligcnter 
visitet  ecclesias,  xecodochia,  capellos,  fratemitates,  et  sacra*  BMtknlas,  in  compitis  pie 
collocatas.  Stipendiom  antem  visitatioiiia  canonical  in  oppidis  erit  nnios  PbUippei 
anrei,  28.  stnier.  in  pagis  18.  atufer.,  salvo  tamen  (si  offeratur  ab  ffidilibus)  prandio, 
idque  anb  6(tanatibu*  Neomagena.,  Graviens.  et  Batemburgens.  In  reliquis  vero  25. 
et  15.  Solent  autem  bssc  stipendia  antiqao  more  ssdiles  persolvere :  a  qnibns  ct  nunc 
erit  eiigendnm. 

ul  Quando  public*  ex  causfi  ecclesiastica  snos  mittuut  per  i-eginnculas  nnncios 
anbintCsnytni ;  mandamus,  at  pastornm  singnli  eis  pendant  a  Paschate  usqne  omninm 
SS.  stufemm  unum,  reliquo  vero  tempore  sesqai  stufernm. 

iv.  Qanm  locis  aliquot  sacris  fcedam  isUun  incontinentiam  regnare  cognoverimus, 
nbi  omnia  esse  oportebat  sanctissiino,  sacerrima,  et  in  primia  ccelestia :  mandamns 
mrpf  prtsbjrtcriit  nostria,  nt  omni  studio  advigilent  in  sacrarom  Virginum  Cbristi  con- 
tessarios,  wive  spirituales  patres :  an  frequeatioribus  dediti  com  pots  tionib  us,  vesperti- 
nisqne  conviviis,  aat  ebrietatibnB :  an  nils  istios  labis  laborent  suspicione,  ne  chaas- 
slmnm  Cbristo  domino  sponso  peculinm  ullfl  amplius  aspergatnr  fredissimi  scandali 
ootft.  Quod  si  jostas  istius  mali  alicubi  grassantis,  aat  merito  metaendi  cansas  colli- 
gere  queant,  eas  ad  nos  quamprimum  per&rendas  procurent  anb  divini  jndkii  inter- 
minatione,  nostrsque  severs  auimadversione. 

v.  Idem  et  de  pastoribns  plnrimis  observaaduui,  qui  sum  incontinentia?  nunc 
dedere  pcenas,  et  snaa  dndiim  domibus  snbmovere  visi  sunt  concubinas,  nt  eft  dili- 
gentUL  ab  ipsarnm  consnetudine,  omnique  familiaritate  prorsus  abstineant,  quam  ab 
istiuamodi  lapsis  exigit  sacrosanctam  Concilium  Tridentinum. 

vi.  Qaod  m  qua;  concubinas  reperiantur  tam  eSrontes,  atque  impodentes,  ut  ad 
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axles  paatorum  ultro  sabinde  recurrent,  aut  e  vicinia  migrare  nolint ;  semel,  atque 
ilertim  monitas,  ad  nos  de  ipearnm  pertinacia  uerscribant,  et  eacramentorum  nsu 
arceanL 

vii.  Qnamvis  ad  unum  omnes  turpi  concubinatus  notiL  infamati,  ant  nobis  quidem 
per  aliorum  inquisition  em,  rave  nostram  visitationem  nod,  stria  domibus  amoverint 
coucubinas ;  tamen  cum  perdolenter  intelligamua,  non  paucos  adhuc  in  illonun  vici- 
nia luerere.  Mat  locis  lion  its  dissitis,  lit  justa  noa  habeant  locum  acandala  ;  manda- 
mus, at  accfltntciwatm  omnes  hac  super  re  diligenter  inter  visitandum  inqnirant,  et 
nbi  Tel  acandala  perseverare,  vel  suspiciones  non  leves  deprebenderint;  moneant  eas, 
ac  severiter  interdieant  omni  aacerdotum  illornm  colloquio  et  familiaritate,  nee 
audeant  in  domos  sacerdotum  recurrere,  ant  ad  convivia,  nedum  ad  tabernas  venire, 
ubi  illi  sunt;  alioqui  poena  sex  dalerorum  erant  mulctanda>:  aut  pro  gravitate  et 
frequenda  scandali,  arbitraria,  etiam  carceris,  si  secundis  artbiptffbgUri  monitis  ills 
impudentes  non  paruerint. 

Tin.  Quia  ottant  nottri  omnibus  istis  excessibus  corrigendis  soli  sufneere  non 
possint,  ordinent  singuli  procuratorem  officii  in  suo  districtu,  qui  diligenter  circa  ex- 
cessus  lam  clericorum,  quam  latcorum  invigilent. 

is.  Qui  vero  contra  atatuta  htec  et  decreta  Conciliorum  Tridentini,  Mecbliniensu, 
et  diuecesani  peccaverint,  per  se,  et  suo  proprio  sigillo  citent  eos  coram  episcopo,  vel 
ejus  official! :  nisi  mould  fitcaniji  obediant,  et  mnlctat  sadslacianL 

CC.  GermanuB,  Tom.  vn.  p.  671. 


SECT.  V.— Sioctst  of  tTountao. 

Rules  for  Stan*  of  <$jrEi»rianit$  and  their  Office  in  the  Diocesb  of  Toubnav, 
by  Bishop  Dostums,  A  J),  mdlxxiv. 

i.  QUO  fotani  debito  sno  munere  perfecting  fungantnr  singulis  aonis  commiasas 
tibi  parocbiaa  diligenter  visitent  de  parochis,  custodibus,  sacellaiuf,  et  aliia  nobis 
subditis,  si  quiaque  sno,  at  oportet,  rnngaiur  officio,  siueque  vocation!  respondeat, 
inqnirant,  et  quo*  in  prnmiane  negligentea  repererint,  juxta  casus  exigentiam  com- 
gesdos,  absque  diaumuladone  curia  nostra;  denuncdent 

ii.  Scbolai  omnes  sni  Dltanatu*  visfcent,  an  recti  insdtutffi  aint,  et  si  forte  in  eia 
antbores  suspecd  vel  impudici  pnelegantnr,  qui  puerorum  moribns  officere  possint. 
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stutim  prohibeant   scholanun  rectores,  qui  judiclo  nostra  probad  non  fuerint,  et 
liters*  nostras  deeuper   non  obtraneririt,   ab  exercido   euspendant,  vet  ex  canst 


m.  Qui™  in  suo  btcsnatu  parochos  ribi  comnristos  ter  quotannui  convocet,  inter 
Epipbaniam  scilicet  et  Purificationem,  Dominicam  Eiaudi  et  Trinitutera,  festum 
Remigii  et  Omni  am  Sanctorum,  diebus  et  locis  per  earn  deeds. 

iv.  la  his  antem  tORDOMtionfeu*,  ante  omnia  palam,  et  intelbgibili  voce,  per 
unom  ex  paroctus,  qnem  tmsuui  nominavcrit,  nostra  statute,  synodalesque  consdtu- 
tionea  legantur :  et  si  quos  abusus  contra  has  commissos  deprehenderit  Ottsira*,  buos 
parochos,  recepto  a  singulis  juramento,  dictos  abusus  scripto  fideliter  tradere  com* 
pellet,  quos  postmodiim  cum  sufficient!  instructione,  ad  curiam  nostrum  corrigendos 
referat- 

v.  Ad  btcntotum  edam  of&cium  pertinet,  omnium  benefieiorum  sui  DttaitatUA 
bona  et  onera  cognoscere,  et  si  hujusmodi  beneficia  debhu  non  defraudentur  obse- 
quiia  perquirere,  ne  videlicet  bona  hujusmodi  per  alienadones,  locations,  similesve 
contractus,  aut  rectorum  negligentiuin  depereant. 

vi.  Csterum  quo  facilius  eorum  notitiam  habeant  6etan(,  in  virtute  aanctee  obe- 
diendm  snbditis  noatris  injungimus,  quatenus  infra  sex  menses  ab  boram  statute-rum 
publicatione,  quisque  suorum  beneficionun  terras,  bona  et  redditua,  cum  suis  one- 
ribus  pardculariter  deacribat,  atque  descripta  suis  becanbt  fideliter  tradat,  Ocuttf 
antem  ad  futuram  rei  memo  ri  am  in  registrant  redigant,  cujua  etiam  authenticum 
atnguHs  trienniis,  per  eos  Tenovandum  ad  nos  tranamittant. 

vii.  Quare  post  hoc  nullas  locationes,  bone-rum  arrendadones,  et  earum  corrobo- 
mtioncs  fieri  volamns,  ultra  novem  annos :  nee  nisi  pretio  justo  et  sine  frande,  offi- 
cialique  nostro  per  attestab'onem  Decani  safficienter  constiterit  censitores  ipsos  quoad 
hoc,  jurisdiction!  nostra;  sese  submisisse,  condemnatione  etiam  desuper  subaecuta. 

vm.  Ahter  vera  tactas  arrendadones,  qnemadmodiim  et  venditiones,  alienadones, 
in  emptuteoaim  dadones,  nisi  pro  evident)  ecclesan  utilitate,  juris  forma  et  soilemnitale 
servads,  improbamus,  et  hujusmodi  contractus  tanqukm  nullos  et  irritos  declaramua. 

ix.  Nemo  quoque  subditorum  nostrorum,  suos  fraction  elocare,  et  in  captain  dare 
prtetendat,  nisi  viris  vere  Catholicia,  et  qui  de  fide  nullo  modo  suspecti  sint:  et  si  forte 
post  JDchoatam  censam,  &  fide  Catholica  defecerrat,  ipsa  censi  (qui  via  fieri  potent) 
sine  mora  priventnr. 

x.  Quod  si  beneficia  possidentes  suorum  benefieiorum  onera  persolvere  neglexerint, 
fructus  omnes  benefieiorum  hujusmodi  per  Ottanum  arrestentur,  donee  de  pnedictorum 
onemm  persoludone  consdlerit. 
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xi.  Bona  etiun  eccleainram,  sen  beneficiorum  per  mortem  vel  reaignationem  ant 
nliaa  vacantiutti,  aed  et  litijriosonim,  ac  aliorum  quorum  poBseaaorea  reaidentiam  non 
fuciunt,  exceptia  privilegiatia,  qui  de  privilegio  tempore  debito  fidem  facerc  tencnlar, 
imo  eonun  que  rectorea  ob  exconununicationis  aententiam,  Tel  commiasum  delictum 
adminiatrare  non  possnnt,  omniumque  preabyterorum  illegitimoram,  et  alionun  ab 
intestate  decedentinm,  simili  arreato  aubjicimni,  brtaaijl  noatria  eerio  injungentes, 
quatenns  nomine  noatro  hujusmodi  beneficiia,  de  firoctibas  eorundem,  in  divinia 
landabiliter  deservire  octant,  nee  priua  manum  ab  arreato  lcvent,  qoam  amerint  in 
festo  Joannii  accept*  collatione,  et  poiaewione  per  manna  Ofcani  legitime  sabsecuta, 
quempiam  idem  beneficium  pacifice  poaaidere.  Qui  tames  Dftani  de  hujusmodi 
adminiatratione,  noatria  omaariU  tempore  et  loco  debitu  rationem  reddere  tene- 
bnntnr. 

xii.  Denique  ai  domoa,  aliaque  ad  eccleeta*  apectanna  ■diflda,  rectorea  couabi  per- 
miserint,  per  Oetafto*  de  bonis  aw  arrestatis  hujusmodi  aadificia  reparentiir,  alioqnln 
ob  commiaaain  negligentiam  propriia  eonun  expenais  id  ipsum  Gat 

xm.  Ecdeaiaa  aatem  nostra  dkeceais,  qua  rains  ant  fortuito  eaau  peri&re,  restau- 
ran  debere  ration!  conaentaneum  eat,  proinde  qui  decimal  pertipiunt,  expenaas  chori 
neceaaariaa  soaunebunt,  navia  vero  per  collectam  capital)  m  faciendam,  popnlna  eup- 
peditabit.  Et  illos  per  fructuum  arrestationem,  hoa  autem  qua  via  melius  expedire 
videbitar,  invocato  etiam  ad  id,  ai  opua  ait,  brecbio  aeculari,  contribnere  com- 
pellemua. 

xiv.  aBtcanis  etiam  noatria  prohibemua,  ne  extraneia  sacerdotibna,  commorandi, 
difinaque  celebrandi  licentiam  concedant,  nisi  riaia  noatria  vel  vicariornm  Iheria,  et 
qoadraginta  libramm  Parisiensium  cautionem  dederint,  ant  debite  consignaverint, 
alic-quin  ipei  brcaai  in  hoe  negotio  negugentea,  ad  pnedictam  snmmam  tenebuntur. 

xv.  Denique  iwural  dispe&iare  non  poterunt,  nisi  cum  contrabentibua  aponaalia  de 
fnturo.  extra  locum  sacrum,  et  super  diversitate  bftHnstuura,  ai  modo  contrahentiani 
alter,  sui  ait  0tC»nalU9,  necnon  in  caan  fornicationis,  et  aimpUcia  adulterii 

Dtcreta  et  StattUa  Synodi  Dkca-tis  Tontacenti*,  p.  S3. 
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SECT.  VI.    *ictm  of  ¥p«s. 

Duties  op  Scans  Mural  in  the  Diocese  op  Ypres,  under  Bishop  Fbancis 
Joseph  Hubert  db  Wavbans,  A.D.  i 


i.  CUM  taproot!  ptutorum  pattern  esse  tun  ipsomm  commissio,  quam  syuodaliu 
decreta  manifest*1  sapponunt;  eos  mouemns  imprimis,  ut  sese  graviter  obligari  ine- 
minerint  sd  curandnm  Bseidue,  hod  solum,  ut  sacerdotes  omnes  et  clerici  sui  distric- 
tfts  litem  ngant  sua  vocations  dignam ;  sed  etiam,  et  speciality,  ut  pastores  in  omni 
funetione  sui  paatoralis  officii  recti  dihgenterque  veraentnr ;  ipsos  ad  hoc,  quaudo 
opus  fiierit,  viritando,  monendo,  earripiendo,  consolando,  conmlio  adjutnndo,  ac  veri 
pastoris  officium  erga  eos  sanos  et  sgrotos,  fideliter  obeundo. 

Neque  tantflm  presbyteris,  aut  ecclesiarum  parochialium  minlstris,  btcanos  pnefici 
iutelligimna ;  sed  uoiverso  populo.  Ita  nimirum,  at  etiam  laiei  in  suit  dinicultatibus, 
quss  forte  caust  negotionun  ecclesbe,  aut  abas  qnomodocumqne  inter  se,  vd  cum 
pastoribus  suis  habent,  posont  libere  ad  mos  brtmof  recnrrew,  eoramque  consilium 
et  auxilium  Implorare :  neque  bttani  unquam  sic  requudti,  ipsis  offidsm  et  operam 
suain  substrahant  aut  denegent ;  qnin  potiiis,  intellects  illorum  diSereonis,  etsi  a 
nemine  requirantuT,  quantum  potercnt,  ex  sqno  et  bono  eas  componere  satagant :  sic 
tamen,  ut  ipsi  pastores  in  componendis  parochianorum  suorum  disriditB,  IwutiM  snos 
preevenire  debeant,  et  si  opua  ftterit,  eorum  anxilium  et  autboritatem  unplorare. 

n.  Utque  btcitni  tarn  prorata,  qnam  varia  alia,  qos  eorum  dignitatis  et  officii  sunt, 
exactiui  et  accuratius  exequantur,  atque  in  omnibus  conscientiam  snam  exonerent ; 
hoc  primo  trienmo  singulis  annis,  dein  vero  ad  miniu  ringulu  bienrtiin,  sedulo  et  in 
timore  domini  omnium  sui  districtus  parochianim  visitauonem  instituent,  qna  medi- 
ante,  poannt  integrum  cnjusqne  parochue  statum  plene  cogrtoscere,  eumque  nobis 
(copift  ejus  apud  se  retenta)  fideliter  referre  ;  ut  bflc  pleniori  habita  notinft,  intelligere 
et  statuere  valeamus,  qwe  pro  bono  rtirpceaiw  nostra?  regimine  exinde  occnrrerint  urdi- 
nanda. 

Hanc  viritationein  iucani  singnli  instituent  prima,  aut  certe  secunda  hebdomads' 
post  dominicam  in  AOAi ;  quam  Intra  mensem  non  tantum  absolvent ;  sed  etiam  ante 
festum  Penteeoslet  proiimJ  sequens,  ad  nos  transmittent  acta  illius,  nitide  servatoque 
ordine  descripta;  compendiose  ad  ejus  calcem  redigendo  puncta  ilia,  que  pro  sin- 
gulis parocbns,  examen  et  attentionem  nostram  special!  lis  requirere  videbuntur.  Si 
vero,  ob  radones  particnlares  hie  longiori  mora  opus  merit,  ant  per  Octsnum  aiiquem 
tempore  preefixo  visitatio  heec  fieri  neqniverit,  cansas,  rationesque  nobis  exponet,  ut 
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de  illarnm  aufficienua  jndioemns ;  et  ffl  legitime  impeditoa  fnerit,  per  attain  a  nobis 
deputnndum  supplcri  satagamuB. 

in.  Ut  aiitem  hujuamodi  vimtationes  majori  cum  fructu  Decani  Institaant,  aliquam 
parochialem  ecclesiam  visitaturi,  diem  et  horam  visitationis  sine  pastori  illins  ecclems 
pnesigmficari  tempeative  cnrent,  qui  earn  dc  aoggesto  popnlo  annuntiabit,  mooendo, 
nomiuatlm  aacellanum,  custodem,  nee  non  adrainistratorea  fabrics;  et  meusre  panpe- 
ram,  enm  notabiliorihtw  peraonia  parochue,  at  aecnm  in  eccleaam  convenient  vimta- 
torem  expectatori,  qoem  cam  debits  veneratione,  et  pulsu  saltern  nnios  campans, 
intra  miasarum  aolemnia  excipient.  Neqoe  tantum  dam  parochial  viaitabont,  sed 
qaovis  alio  loco  et  tempore,  paatorea,  aliiqae  d«  clero  et  populo,  bftanacum  aathori- 
tatem,  dignitatem,  et  naperioritatem  agnoacant,  eisqoe  honorem  et  reverentiam  ex- 


In  enm  fiaem,  et  at  majori  zelo  fooctiones  anas  penolvant  Dtcani,  ultra  fiumltatea 
per  pnetentea  ipais  a  nobU  conceaaaa,  eiadem  innovamoa  praterea,  et  sub  eodem 
tenore,  alias  omnes  et  alngulaa  in  sspiaa  laudato  nltimi  pnedecesaoris  north  decreto 
comprehensaa,  nominatim  Art.  u.  prohibentea,  ne  qnis  impoaterum  prater  pratfatos 
lit  can  OS,  oraamenta,  ant  sacram  snpellectilem  qnamcumqae  beuedicat,  nisi  ad  hoc 
apecialem  facoltatem  a  nobis  in  tcriptit  obunuerit,  tametai  hnjaamodi  racnltas  ip&u 
alias  quomodoc  unique  fnisaet  conceaaa;  quam  ex  none  cessans,  et  revocari  per 
prtesentea  declaramna. 

iv.  jBttanf  in  ana  visit atione  pras  catena,  aed  provide  et  circumspect*,  inquirant 
deptulorUnu,  ai  slut  borne  conversationis,  et  eiemplaria  vitas;  si  debit*  inter  eoa  et 
parochianoB  ait  concordia ;  ai  officio  aoo,  et  piis  fundationibna  satisfiiciant ;  id  in 
adminiatrandia  aacramenlia  et  viaitandis  infirmis,  omnem  diligeutiam  et  aolkitadinem 
adhibeant,  et  aervent  honaatalem ;  ai  denjque  acholamm  et  juventutis  instituende 
coram  gerant  ?  Inter  alia,  eos  tone  maxime  moneant  et  bortentnr,  qnatenoa  vitam 
snam  ita  componere  stadeant,  nt  nnUuni  tempos  otto  dlfflnere  ainanti  "  In  qoem 
finem  (addebat  oliin  R.  Predecessor  noater  Geoaonjs)  poteront  ab  illis  exigere 
rationem  et  diatribntionem  temporis ;  qnaliter  scilicet,  illnd  tranaigant,  et  in  qoibna 
se  exerceant;  on,  et  qnoa  libroa  apiritoalea  legant;  an  singulis  diebos  aliqood  tempos 
orationi  mentali  impendent ;  an  conadentnun  auam  statute  tempore  examinent ;  cui, 
et  qootaea  connteantor ;  an,  et  qoibos  atndus  vacant  ?  Inapecnaqne  illorum  libris, 
non  erit  iuntile  aliquando  his  de  rebua  nuniliarea  aennoaea  tnatituere,  ut  et  profectum 
illorom  intelligere,  et  noa  aoo  tempore  debite  valeant  informare." 

v.  Cnrent  proinde  bcttni,  moneantqoe  paatorea,  at  habesnt,  nut  sibi  qoamprimom 
compareut  (quod  etiam  ipais  mandamus,  et  injnngimns)  prater  scripturam  sacram,  et 
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aliquem  commentarium  in  illam;  ].  Concilium  Trideatinum,  ejuaque  catechUmum. 

2.  Synod  am  primam  et  secundam  provincialem,  si  commodJ  inveniri  posaint,  cum 
etstntia  et  decretia  dicBcesanis ;  ac  nominatim  hanc  nostram  instractionem  pastoralem. 

3,  Unam  aat  alteram  probata  authoris  Theologiam  momlem;  et  4.  aliquot  libroa  pica 
et  asceticos,  qui  qnotidiaiue  meditationi  et  lectioui  spiritual!  ipns  inservire  possint  et 
debeant :  pne  cateris  vero  ipais  hie  uommendamus  et  consulimua,  prater  libellum  dr. 
imitatitme  Chruti,  opuscula  S.  Francuci  SaUtU,  Ludooid  Granatentu,  et  Jlphotui 
Rodriguez,  acta  ecclesue  Medioianauit  nob  S.  Caroto,  ejusdem  instractiones,  ac 
opera  minora  SS.  D.  Benedict*  XIV. 

vi.  Quoad  Kwellaao*  vero,  seu  vicarioa,  quibus  pariter  injungimus,  ut  pnsfatos 
Hbros  sibi  quamprimiim  comparers  curent,  inquirent  Dtcsni,  ai  aat  honestse  vibe ;  ' 
id  oneribus  bub  capellanim  ex  ftuidatione,  vel  contractu  in  omnibus  satUfadant ;  si 
in  ns,  que  postomlis  officii  sunt,  pastori  subsint,  et  obediant,  eique  debitum  bonoram 
et  obsequium  prsstent?  Sic  tatneo,  ut  simul  commendent  pastoribus,  ne  vicarioa 
suos,  qnoa  ut  cooperatorea  in  vineft  Domini  coram  Deo  et  populo  vicisalm  honorare 
debent,  in  aliquo  despiciant,  moleatia  affieiant ;  aut  in  illos,  ut  servos  suos  vel  tner- 
cenarioa,  pondu*  did  et  teduM  excutiant,  nt  ipsi  olio  et  tarpon  indulgeant. 

Ubi  nihilominiiB  contigerit,  vicarium  aliquem  seu  sacrilaanm  plus  sxrao  gravari 
a  suo  pasture,  ant  quamcumque  com  eo  habere  differential!),  seu  difficultatem ; 
volnmus,  at  in  hnjusmodi  caaibus,  qnos  raro  ant  numquam  evenire  confidunus,  pro- 
visionalit£r  pastori  suo,  in  his  que  illi  injunxerit,  subjaceat  et  obedire  teneatur; 
donee  per  uttaaum  (ad  quern  awe  intra,  rive  extra  visitationem,  hnjusmodi  cants 
quamprimiim  exorta  fuerint,  deferri  debebunt)  ordinatum  et  statutnm  fnerit  pront 
juris ;  aut,  ai  forte  acquiescere  reensaverint,  res  tota  per  nostpsos  judicata  et  terini- 
nata  fnerit. 

Circa  cuttodet,  qui  simul  ludlmagistri  esse  sclent,  inquirat  Bttanus,  si  sint  bmue 
vita)  et  conversational ;  si  semper  parati  et  presto  sint  in  impendendo  suo  ministerio 
ecclesis  et  pastori;  si  omamentonun  et  supellectilis  ecclesicB  diligentem  coram 
habeant;  ai  juventatem  in  Uteris,  bonis  moribus  et  fldei  mdunentis  sufficienter 
instnunt;  si  pueroe  modum  doceant  ad  inserviendum  sacerdoti  celebranti;  quos 
libros  ab  3tts  tUaotwIoi  snbmini  strent  ? 

Circa  magutro*  fabric*  el  mens*  paupenun,  inquirant,  si  boni  sint  et  fideles  in 
sua  administrations ;  si  piis  fundationibus,  earnmqne  oneribns  quoad  omnia  satisfa- 
ciant,  et  sanafleri  procurent;  si  studios*  observent,  qua  per  statute  et  principum 
edicte  pro  rabricamm  et  menaarum  panperum  indemnitate  uednm,  sed  et  pro  ipsarum 
provida  et  utiliori  administratione  vpsis  injungnntur? 
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Pastores  quoqoe  uioneantur,  at  b  qaas  diffiuultatee  pneeciant  vel  pisvideant 
movendas  circa  computus  fabrics  aut  menss  panperum,  qui  bos  Means*  unerase 
opoTtnerit,  illoe  desaper  tempestive  prteveniant  et  inibrment,  quatenus,  n  opus  fuerit, 
consilium  a  nobis,  ant  alteriorem  iottructionem  petere  valeant 

Denique  circa  ttationariot,  qui  certia  temporibus  ad  prsdicandum  verbum  Dei, 
aut  fidelinm  confessiones  audiendas  ad  parochlales  ecclcaiaa,  mri  praeertlm,  mini 
solent,  ioqnirant  bttinf  a  pastoribns  et  vicariis,  de  eomm  vita  et  moribus ;  ac  etiam, 
quo  zelo  et  fructu  in  aacrie  illia  nrinisteriis  sew  exerceant  ? 

vii,  Et  quia  rape  contingit,  ecclesiarnm  et  piarnm  fondatioaam  munimenta 
depcrdi,  ant  a  defdnctoram  pastorum  hreredibus  anferri,  non  sine  magno  illaram 
prayudicio:  non  solum  mandamus  pastoribus,  at  in  illis  ndelher  integreque  asser- 
vandis  aint  solidti  (de  quo  etiam  per  buns*  in  snis  Tisuationibns  eos  serio  moneri 
voluntas)  sed  insuper  injangimus,  at  btcui,  mortao  aliqno  pastore  ioi  districtAs, 
etlamsi  regnlaris  merit,  statim  omnia  munimenta  fabrics  vel  menss  pauperum,  a 
qns  fuerint ;  item  qns  ad  pastoratum,  ant  fondnaoues  pia>  quomodocumque  spceta 
bant,  ac  speciatlm  manuale  defuncti,  in  qno  reditaam  a  ae  perceptorum  rationes 
describebat,  sub  inventario  secom  deferent,  successor!,  dum  fuerit  institatns,  sob 
atteatatione  de  receptis,  tradendB.  Quod  ai  beredea,  ant  quivis  ahi  bnjnamodi  muni- 
menta reqoisiverint,  quod  iis  forte  ad  execntionem  testamenti,  ant  alitor  re  Terl 
indigeant ;  dabont  extntctum,  sen  copiam  istiua  document!,  qno  as  indigere  asaerent, 
.et  nihil  ultra. 

viii.  Com  mnltum  referat,  at  SodaUtia,  sen  pis  coofratemitates  in  ecclesiig  paro- 
ehiaubos  canonice  erects,  in  vigore  permaneant,  atqne  in  enm  finem  bulls  illarum, 
munimenta  et  privilegia  solicit*  conserventnr;  injongimns  tetania,  at  in  proxima 
soft  viaitatione  et  deinceps  sepias,  1.  Inquirant  in  singulis  parocmis,  an,  et  quae  con- 
frateraitatea  in  earnm  eeclesiis  sint  erects.  2.  Ut  bulla*  eamm  at  munimenta  pro- 
dnci  faciant,  ex  quibtu  perspiciant,  non  tantiim  an  canonic*,  servausqne  servandis 
erects  existant ;  sed  etiam,  an  pastor,  ant  qniris  alii,  ad  qnos  spectare  potest,  indul- 
gentias  ejosmodi  confratribns  coucesaaa,  sno  tempore  innorari  cvrent,  Ac  3.  Ut  de 
illis  omnibus  notam  teneant  in  actibtu  snis,  nosque  exactiarime  inibrment ;  qusque, 
cum  proportione,  ad  coram  et  visitationeio  SS.  reHqniarum,  qns  in  prsnuis  ecdeana 
existant,  qaalesque  in  ringnua  haberi  desideramus,  merito  extendenda  sunt,  atqae 
extendi  volumus. 

ix.  Additar  in  statutu;  uremia  licere,  quoties  expedire  ridebitur,  omnes  pastores 
soi  Otcanat^K  ad  aliquant  parochialem  ecdeeiam  convocare,  atqne  com  illis  comma- 
niter  et  divislm,  conajlia  de  pastorali  officio,  et  pro  uuiforrm  execntione  et  obserratione 
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riatMoram  tractare :  vol  am  us  tamen,  nt  ejusmodi  convocationes  nnmquam  tiant,  nisi 
de  consensu  noetro,  et  ex  causa  per  dob  approbate. 

Vemm,  pneter  hu  extraordinarias  et  incidcntes  pastorum  congregationa,  volant 
synodi  noetne  post  S.  CaroU,  et  tot  aBoram  episcoporum  ordinationes  et  decreta,  ut 
ejusmodi  congregationes  aen  tapftvla,  singuli  ottant  regulariter,  et  ad  minus  sem£l 
quotannvi  celebrent  eo  tempore,  ac  die,  qno  ordinarhu  statuerit ;  quas  nihilominus 
non  noe  discipline  ecclesiastics  relaxation?,  damnoque  animamm  intermisaas, 
neglectasquc  yidcmna  hoc  tempore. 

Ut  igitur  medium  tarn  opportunuro,  ant  etiam  neccasarium,  quo  varus  abuaibas, 
vitusque  dDcatntcr  occniri  et  provider!  potest,  in  ditecest  nostril  quamprimum  resti- 
tnatnr ;  bwani*  nostris  pmcipimus,  nt  singuli  exinoeps  et  imposterum,  quolibet  anno 
sub  mense  Septesnbri  hujusmodi  congregataonem  pastoralem  indicant,  et  cnrent 
celebrari,  die  bun  ipsis,  turn  pastoribus  mis  magis  opportnno,  qnem  tamen  quindena 
precedente  nobis  signincare  debebnnt ;  ut  ita,  si  expedire  jodicaverimns,  vel  persona- 
liter,  ant  per  deputatom  nostrum  illi  adesee ;  vel  saltern,  qua;  ordinanda  ant  iusinn- 
anda  habneriraus,  ipsis  btrani*  tempestive  commnnicare  et  commendare  valeamus. 

i.  Sic  autem  cougregationes  ills  celebrentur,  nt  non  ad  compotandum  aut  exspa- 
nandnm  domtaxat,  asd  ad  tractandnm  de  rebus  seriis,  qoaxine  ad  eedesia*  nostra; 
ntilttatem  conforre  debent  eas  indictaa  esse  omnibus  ionotescat  Hinc,  post  missam 
tie  8.  Spiritu,  vel  aliam  diei  confbrmem,  si  rubrics?  id  exigant,  per  mm  e  paBtoribus 
decantatara,  et  prslecta  puncta  aliqnot  ex  hac  nostra  pastorali  instrnctione  011b  prae- 
cipue,  qnsa  magis  singularem  attentionem  et  observantiam  requirunt,  tametsi  nullum 
quoqne  ex  Materia  omitti,  minus  vera  negllgi  possit)  fittsnas  aeriA  pieque  pastorea 
buos  alloquetur  et  exhortabitur,  qnatenus  se  lotos,  suaque  mania  ordinationibus 
nostris,  statuus,  et  mannalis  prKscriptionibns  stadeaot  conformare;  maxime  vera 
ia  his,  qnse  eo  tempore  ex  prtefatd  instrnctione  pnelecta  et  tractanda  fuerint. 

Don,  si  qua)  ex  parte  nostril  congregation!  fuerint  cotnmonicanda,  ea  berani  fide- 
liter  exponent,  et  pariter  ab  omnibus  obeerrari  curabunt 

Tandem  singali  pastoram,  si  quas  difficultates  habeant,  ant  casus  resotvendos,  eos 
in  medium  adferant,  et  datft  caique  libertate  sensa  pandendi,  cuncta  <equS  charitana 
et  justinse  lance  exaonnestar  et  dirimantur.  Nemo  contentionis  stadia  misceat,  aed 
omnes  in  imitate  spiritus,  animisque  socielatis  in  eumdem  scopnm,  in  salntem  nempe 
animaruffl,  et  Dei  gloriam  collimare  intendant  Si  quid  nihilominus  dissidii  ant 
controversuB  inter  eos  subortum  merit,  ipsos  ad  mntuam  benevolentiam  atque  con- 
cordiam  Drum  addncere  conabuntnr.  Sin  minus,  volamus,  nt  in  casu  hujusmodi,  re 
tota,  de  qua  controvertimr,  in  deJiberationem  ponta,  ac  secundum  cujusque  sincerum 
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judicium  et  consraentie  testimonium  mature  discussa,  singuli  resolution!  majori* 
partis  adhterere  teueantur ;  donee  saltern,  si  res  ordua  fuerit,  ant  notabilia  prayudicii, 
per  noaipsos,  quid  stataendum  et  scquendum  ait,  declaratum  fuerit. 

xi.  Prandium,  quod  ex  communi  Bymbolo  parabitur  in  domo  brcaltt  ant  putoria, 
apud  quern  eo  anno  congregationem  institui  contigerit,  semper  frugal*  *U  et  mode- 
ratum,  ne  quis  sumptibua  vel  potn  grnvetur,  qnod  omnino  caveri  volumua ;  in  enm 
fluem  mandantes,  ne  cujusque  prandii  taxa  ant  contributio  eicedat  qnatnor  solidos 
cambialea ;  quorum  habitfL  proportiooe,  t)«irra»  semel  pro  semper,  cibi  potusquc 
quantitatem  tunc  apponendam  detenninabit,  et  ab  unoquoque,  apod  qnem  prandium 
institui  debuerit,  eiacte  et  sob  mulcta  observari  fadet ;  iropedjetque,  ne  ultra  dnas 
horaa  refectio  protrahatnr. 

Et  ut  omnia  majori  cum  tedifictttione  hie  fiant ;  sttanutf  ipse  dicet  in  mensa  bene- 
dictionem,  et  gratiarum  actionem,  seqnendo  ritum  elericis  in  breviario  prsscriptum. 
Ante  comestionem,  junior  pastornm  tractlm  et  devote  praleget  nnnm  caput,  vel  ejus 
dunidium,  ex  Novo  Tettamatto,  enjus  leedonem  terminabit  his  verbis  Apostoli :  Sine 
manducatu,  time  bibkti,  rive  aliud  quid  facitU,  omnia  in  gloriam  Dafaciie.  Post 
comestionem  vero,  idem  praleget  caput  ex  libello  de  imtiatitme  Ckritti  i  ac  tandem 
omnia  concludet  rjtcanui,  recitando  Psalm.  De  profundi*,  pro  paatoribus  et  nacerdo- 
tibus  dkeoesanis,  qui  in  decursn  anni  ex  hac  vita  migrarnnt.  Hie  nobis  opportune 
ocenrrit  Canon  7.  Coneilii  TokL  m. :  "  Pro  reverentia  Dei  sacerdotum,  id  univem 
sancta  constitnit  synodua;  ut  quia  solent  crebro  menais  odossi  fabulse  interponi,  in 
onrni  sacerdotali  convivio  lectio  Scripturarum  Divinarnm  miaceatnr :  per  hoc  enim  et 
animus  tedificantur  in  bonnro,  et  tabula  non  neceasaris  prohibentur." 

Omnea  extranei,  etiam  areleajaatiri  ant  religiosi  cujuscumque  qualitatia  ant  condi- 
tionis,  prater  eos,  qui  a  nobis  ad  hujuamodi  congregationem  mltti  ant  depntari 
poasent,  ab  biace  conviviia  proreus  excludantnr ;  ut  sic  majori  cum  fructu  et  ubertate 
liceat  pastoribus  de  rebua  ecclesite  et  ministerii  sui  inter  se  agere  et  conferre. 

Ad  dictorum  prandiomm  sumptns,  pattorea  absentee  etiam  legitime  unpedili, 
perinde  ac  pnesentes  s?qualiter  contribuere  teueantur ;  dam  nihilominua,  omnibus  et 
nngnlia  paatoribns  enjntque  diitrictns  injungimua,  ut  prefabs  congregationibus  per- 
sonaliter  interaint  aub  mulcta  tex  Florenorum  pauperibns  eroganda;  nisi  grari 
jnatoque  detineantnr  impedimento,  de  quo  scripto,  aut  nuntio,  buaao  sno  certam 
fidem  fecerint. 

xn.  Qua  hie  quoad  prandii  dispositionem,  pastornm  prataentiam,  conferentiam 
inter  se  habendam,  auaque,  qua?  in  congregationibns  pnefatit  tarn  a  bttanfa,  qnam 
pastoribns  observari   injnngunus,  ea  cum  proportion*;  obeervabttnt  qnoque,  dum 
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quotannia  convenient  ad  SSL  OUorum  dUtributionem  I  quam  csremoniam  maxime 
optamus  ctiam  in  diceceai  nostra  quemadmadum  in  variis  aliis  injnngi  et  observari 
non  ignoramna,  fieri  in  una  ant  alia  eccleaia  parochial],  et  cum  nrissaram  solemniis, 
per  bttanum,  ant  atiquem  ex  pastoribus  decantandis ;  eaque  decenoa  et  apparatn 
quoad  enters,  nt  debitam  reverentiani  erga  SS.  OUa,  ipsaque  aacramenta,  ad  ana 
ordinantur,  tatn  clero,  quam  popnlo  conciliare  poaaintt  qna>  omnia,  an,  et  qnomodo 
execution!  mandari  valeant,  requirimus,  nt  in  proxima  congregotione  btcani  et 
pastores  pro  zelo  mo  examinent,  et  ad  nos  referent. 

xiii.  Ut  autem  pastorales  congregatlones  major!  nort  solum  suoceasu  et  uniformity  te, 
aed  etiam  animoram  concordiff,  debitaque  erga  nos  subordinatione  perficiantnr  et 
continnentur ;  insuper  exigimus,  nt  omnes  Drtani  singulis  bienniis  in  menae  Sep- 
lanbri  (alternis  tamen  ab  lis,  quibus  districtus  sui  viaitationem  inatituent)  die  et  horfi 
a  nobis  pnefigendis,  se  aktant  una  cum  D.  atthfpmbgtno  civitatensi,  in  palatio 
nostra  episcopali,  nbi  de  statu  ecclesise  nostras  mature  conferamns,  mediaqne  propo- 
namua,  qnibna  status  et  disciplina  ecdeaue  nostra  promoveri,  et  vitiorum  zizania,  si 
quae  sen  in  clero,  sen  in  popnlo  anbnata  sint,  sednlo  et  tempestive  evelli  et  destrui 
valeant 

Cumqne  fraterna  charitaa  postulet,  nt  qnos  habuimns  in  vhfl  labornm  socios, 
eladem  post  mortem  Clnistionre  pietatis  omciuin  impendamus ;  mortno  aliqno 
paatore,  ceteri  ejnsdem  districtus  tarn  sceculares,  quam  regulares  per  btcamtm  mnniti, 
primft  commoditate  miaaam  pro  ipains  anima;  refrigerio  celebrabunt:  pro  bfcaita 
vero,  non  solum  singali  pastores  illius  districtus,  sed  omnes  qnoque  dioecesis  uftanf 
idipsnm  pmeataie  non  omittent. 

Omnes  vtttni  librnm  habeant,  in  quo  fideliter  deacribant,  et  successoribus  suis 
transmittant,  qnaa  a  ae  et  in  sn&  qnalitate  geata  sunt,  et  ad  suum  officium  principa- 
liter  spectant  ant  referri  debent:  at  sunt  imprimis,  acta  et  resolutiones  congrega- 
tionum  bftmulivm  et  pastorulium;  visitauonee  uttauslrt;  dies  posaesaionum  et 
obitus  pastornm,  vicariorum,  et  aacellanorum ;  liters  et  mandata  ipsis  in  eadem  ana 
qnalitate  a  nobis  direct*,  etc 

CC.  Gcrmamtc,  Tom.  x.  p.  663 — 68. 
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SECT.  I.—  Stows*  of  «BB«6«tg. 

Duties  of  9t«ljt  Ratal  op  the  Diocasm  of  Aughwjbq  undsh 
Bishop  Hs«a¥-A-Ki*o»iNOB>,  A.D.  mdcx. 

i.  FACIT  tanta  ditecesis  nostra;  amplitude,  et  tanta  negotiorum  moles,  at  Ipsimet 
pnesentes  totius  gregis  nostri  necessitates  cognoscere,  et  remedia  opportune  adhibere 
hand  possimus.  Quamobrem  visum  est,  more,  exemploqne  majomm  partem  ali- 
quant cune  et  laboris  pus'.oralia  cum  lis  partiri,  quos  jam  ante  certia  episoopatus 
noatri  regiuiiculis  pnefectos, vulgo  Uetanos  mralefl  vocamas;  quod  at  majori  ec  'esue 
bono  fiat,  cor&bimus,  ut  deinceps  ei  muneri  quam  maxime  idonei  pneficiantur. 

ii,  Quamobrem,  ubi  in  locum  vacantia  OttHUtujt  aliquis  suffiaendus  erit,  volumus, 
ut  omnes  Uli  rapitulo  adscripti  et  canonice  institnti  clerici,  ad  certnm  diem,  a  nobis, 
vel  vicario  nostro  nominatum,  convemant,  et  ejus  integritatis,  eruditionis  ac  prudentiat 
sacerdotem  eligunt,  quem  merito  sperare  possint  cum  fructu  et  diguitate  id  munus 
obituram. 

in,  Deinde  electum  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro  primo  quoque  tempore  pnesentent, 
quem,  ubi  habita  diligent!  inquisitione  idoueum  cognoverimus,  post  praestitam  ab  eo 
publicam  orthodox^  fidei  professionem  et  juramentum  consuetam,  confirmabimus. 
Quod,  priusquam  fiat,  officio  betanatuB  nullo  modo  fungatur,  nee  se  hoc  titnlo  scribi 
vel  aominari  patiatur. 

Forma  Jdkiminti  1  Bttsxift  ftuuHJu*  pumTAXBi. 

Eoo  N.  juro  ac  protnitto  Deo  Omnipotent!,  et  Beats  Maria?  Virgini  Patrons?  Ecde- 
bug  AugustaiuG,  quod  episcopo  Augnstano,  et  suis  successoritms  canonic!  uitrantibus, 
fidelis  et  obedient  ero :  quod  etiam  ejus,  ac  vicarii,  ofitcislis,  et  judicnm  suorum 
mandate  fideliter  exequar :  pneterea  quod  remote  omni  dolo  et  fraude  decani  officio 
pro  viribus  satisraciam.     Sic  me  Deua  adjuvet,  et  hsc  Sancta  Dei  Evangelia. 

iv.  Ad  bttani  officinm  inprimis  pertinet,  pastores  in  sibi  credits  regiuncnli  ad 
capftulum  bis  in  anno  convocare,  tempore  a  nobis  constitute,  ut  si  itti  expedite  judi- 
caverimus,  vel  aliqaem  ad  illod  mittere,  vel  si  que  significanda  forent,  scripto  agni- 
ficare  possirans.  Bationem  veto  et  modum  in  celebrando  tafiMlo  obaervabit 
sequent!  capite  prsesuriptum. 
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v.  Deinde  ejus  muneria  et  funetionia  ease  volumua,  adjuncto  nbi  camerario,  vel  alio 
a  nobis  deputato,  ecclesias  parochiales,  capellas,  aliaque  pia  loca  diatrictus  sai  qnot- 
annla  viaitare,  actaque  visitatioiiia  semper  post  quodvis  tapitulum  regiuncoUe  sure 
nobis,  vel  vicario  nostra  transmittere. 

vi.  Inspiciet  autem  non  modo  eccleaiaa  ipsas,  sed  etiam  eacristias,  vasa  sacra. 
Testes,  ornament*,  ccemeteria,  sepulturaa,  parochorum,  alionunqne  clericorum  redes 
ac  famibas,  pnedia  et  census  attente  notans,  qnam  omnia  integra,  mnnda  tno  loco  et 
online,  ac  tuto  conserrentur,  et  quid  in  quflque  re  desit. 

til  Inter  cetera  inqnirat  prudenter  et  caute,  an  pastores  ipsi,  ac  ceteti  sacerdotes 
et  ministri  ecdesia?  officio  suo  in  prsdicadone  verbi  Dei,  celebratione  miasarnm, 
administratione  aacramentorum,  ac  catena  omniboa  satisfaciant,  et  quie  ait  eorum 
Titce  ac  morum  ratio,  qni  vestitus,  quibnscum  versari  soleant,  qualia  eorum  familia, 
an  Btudiis  gTadui  suo  cnnvenientibua,  an  aliia  intend  mnt- 

vin.  Studeat  quoqne  cognoscere,  an  in  populo  Bint  haretici,  vel  de  hwresi  auapecti, 
cultores  artis  magics  et  superstitionum,  usurarii,  coucubinarii  publici,  aliiqne 
flagitiosi  homines,  qui  inimidtias  scandalosas  gerant,  quique  stata  jejnnia,  dies  festoa, 
et  alia  ecclesice  praecepta  non  servent,  Spedatun  quoque  inqnirat  de  scholia,  quos 
libroa  ludimagiatri  discendos  proponent,  et  an  officio  suo  aatisfaciant,  et  omnino  tales 
sint,  et  ita  admian,  qaemadmodnm  in  hSc  arnodo  mandavimus.  Neque  solum  hsc, 
eed  qmecunque  a  Tridentino  ConciUo  et  &  nobis  pnescripta  sunt,  qweque  pro  sua 
pradenna,  et  pietate  ad  utilitatem  ac  aalutem  popolonun  ei  in  mentem  venerint, 
exquirat 

ii.  Ut  autem  bcranf  banc  sui  muneris  partem  rectiiis  et  major!  fructn  obeant, 
expediet  illos  habere,  et  diligenter  legere  libroa:  Condi.  Tridendnnm,  manuale  viai- 
tatorum  feliciani,  obseqoiale,  et  hsec  decreta  synodalia.  Deinde  singulis  loda,  a  viris 
state,  usu  et  probitate  commendatia  de  omnibus  prudenter  inqairant,  que  pro  officii 
sni  munere  scire  volenL 

x.  Sacerdotea  veto  onmea  OMantg  suis  morero  gerant,  cum  vocali  fuerint  ad  tapt- 
vulum,  veniant,  ipsos  hnmaniter  exdpiant,  hospiunm  et  victum  libenteT  et  gratia 
pnebeant,  dun  viaitare  volent,  et  suam  operam  prompte  ac  aedulo  prawtent,  admoni- 
tionea  et  mandata,  que  pro  officio  dabunt,  reverenter  exdpiant,  Usque  pareant 
Caveant  vero  Otcaui,  ne  sumptua  in  itinere  superfluoa  fariant,  et  ut  apud  eos,  quos 
visitaYerint,  mensa  frugali  et  modeata  contend  sint. 

xi.  Quando  atiqtus  ez  curatis,  vel  aliia  clericia  sgrotaverit,  eum  oectroi  invisant, 
conaolentur,  et  curent,  ut  tarn  spiritualia,  quam  tempoTalia  subsidia  babeaL  Si 
obierit,   reram  relictarum  per   se,  vel  per   camerarium,  aut  unnm  ex  deputatia, 
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adjuncto  notario,  si  haberi  possh,  et  duobus  testibns,  inventarinm  confici&nt,  brredi- 
twain  totam  arreetent,  et  obsignent. 

xi  t.  Pono  vicarium  nostrum  do  obitu,  et  anpra  dictis  a  se  peractu  sine  mora  cer- 
tiorem  faciant,  simulque  quo  in  statu  redes  beuefiiaalea  repererint,  referent,  at,  si 
quid  in  illw  ex  uegligeuti&  destructum  et  ruinosum  reparadone  opus  habnerit,  do 
bonis  relictis,  antequam  distrahantur,  refici  possit 

xm.  Ecclcsiia  veto  ex  obitu  parochorum  viduatia,  provideant  Otcmt  per  alio*  cle- 
ricos  a  nobis  ad  curam  animanun  approbates,  vel  quoa  ipei  pro  tempore  illo  idoneoa 
judicaverint,  donee  alius  canonice  aubstituatur,  ijaignatf  ejusmodi  provisoribos,  salarii 
loco,  congrua  portione  fructuum. 

xiv.  Camerarii  asrario  tanitulaxi  prsafecti,  et  btcant*  legitime  impeditis  substituti 
aunt,  qnibua  inadis  aut  inconsulda  nihil  facere,  aut  constituere  posaunL  Eorum  est 
census  tapltuli  et  mulctas,  que  qn&vis  ratione  debentnr,  colligere,  et  de  eisdem  sin- 
gulis semestribas  toti  rapitula  rationem  reddere. 

xv.  Ut  rea  et  jura  ecclcsiastica  Berventur,  vel  amiasa  recuperentur,  aoucite  parochoa 
et  alios  beneficiatos  urgeant,  ne  quid  vel  negbgentia,  vel  aliorum  vi  usurpetur.  Si 
quid  insolentius  alicubi  fiat,  id  nobis  signifioent, 

xvi.  Ne  eeclesiai  vel  beneficia  debitis  onerentur,  neve  fructua  in  damnum  succea- 
soru  ab  antecenore  vendantur,  aut  prajdia  elocentur,  aut  sine  cufcura  debita  renn- 
quantur  ac  negfigautur,  invigilent. 

xvii.  Quia,  vero  interdum  rectores  ecclesiarum  rea  et  jura  benefldis  suis  inique 
subtracta  recuperare  per  negligentiam  ant  nrnplidtatem  omittunt,  vel  potentia 
adversariomm  absterriti  cum  iisdem  judicio  contendere  non  audent ;  nos,  ne  jura 
ecclesiarum  indefensa  remaneaat,  hac  nostra  constitatione  aingulorum  canituumu* 
Tttt  ilium  DtcsnM  conntituiinus,  et  depntamus  in  perpetiioa  procuratores  synodales  ad 
Tepetendas  et  recuperandas  res  et  bona  quorumlibet  beneficiorum,  ecdesianua  et 
locorum  piorum  tapltuli  sui;  dantes  eisdem  potestatem  et  personam  legitimam 
standi  in  judicio  nostro  ecclesiasdco,  aliisque  competentibua  contra  qnoecunque  occn- 
patorea  et  detentorea,  aive  laicos,  sive  ecclenaaucoa,  actioneaque  congruentes  contra 
eoadem  instituendi,  et  usque  ad  sententiam  definitivam,  ejuaque  executionem  plena- 
riam  prosequendi,  etiam  cum  invocatioue  brachu  ssecularia,  qnatenus  opus  sit,  et 
facilitate  alium,  vel  alios  in  locum  snum  substituendi,  quibus  nos  etiam  unam  ex 
advocatis  oousiatorialibos  adjungere  curabimus,  quorum  contdlio  et  patrocmio  actiones 


xviil  Ad  catbedraticum  primarios  fructue,  subsidia  charitattvu,  et  id  genus  alia 
,  quod  atunet,  Ottawa*  cum  camerario  se  in  illla   more  antiquo  colligeiidis,  fideles 
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praestent,  addita  etiam,  si  opus  foerit,  ue  euelcsia  veteri  sno  jure  privetur,  nr- 
restatione. 

xix.  Ratiouem  sui  muneris  dabunt  fiwani  rutaltfi  nobis,  ant  vicario  nostra  gene- 
ral! quotaanis  bis,  post  celebrnta  nimirum  t  apt  tula,  ct  quidem  scripto,  m  coram  com- 
mode non  poasint,  quo  speaatlm  explicari  volumus,  quas  ecclesias  quisque  sua 
reginncula!  utroque  semestri  visitaverint,  ejusque  visittttionb  acta  transmitti. 

xx.  Camerarii,  cum  primum  hoc  mnnut  suscipient,  prater  professionem  fidei  pra> 
stabunt  etiam  more  Vfcattonm  jnramentum  fidelitatia  et  administrationis  sub  rationem 
reddent,  qnotiea  a  nobis,  vel  vicario  noatro  fuerint  reqnisitL 

xxi.  fiCtmgitaatioiut  tajttulam  convocari  volumus  singulis  semestribua  more  jam 
recepto,  et  quidem  die  aliquo  profesto,  quo  ab  eccleriia  suis  turn  parocbi,  turn  alii, 
quibua  convenieudum  erit,  commode1  abease  posaint. 

xxn.  Convenire  antem  mandamus  cum  llrtano  omnes  illius  districrus  parochos, 
sacellanos,  sacerdotes  et  clericoe  benefiaatos  non  modo  aieculares,  verum  etiam  regu- 
lares,  iii  duntaxat  exceptis,  quos  vel  canonicum  impedimentnm,  vel  preesens  eccleaiie 
neceBsitas  eximet,  de  quibua  cognosce!  btcanufi,  referelque  vicario  nostra,  qui,  et 
qnamobrem  abfiierint;    at,  quorum   legitima  excusatio  non  ftterit,  in  eos  prenu 


xxni.  Locus  tonbt irtiifl  tapltularis  erit  aliqua  ecclesia  parochialis,  vel  illius  saeristia, 
dooms  parocbialis,  vel  alia  canonica,  uullo  modo  publicum  hospitium,  vel  caupona. 
Pridie  illius  conventfla  eonfitebuntur  omnea  et  singuli  sacerdoti  a  nobis  juxta  Conctl. 
Trid.  approbate,  de  quo,  si  exigat  octanuf,  fidem  facere  teneantur,  quemadmodum 
et  de  coufe&sione  ordinarii,  quam  menttrue  facere  debent. 

xxiv.  Ipso  die  tapftult  cetebrandi  faciant  omnes  sacrum  pro  fratribus  et  benefac- 
toribna  tarn  vivis,  quam  defunctis,  obaervante  interim  bttano,  vel  alio  ab  eo  constitute 
singulorum  ritus,  num  confbrmea  sint  usni  Romano,  et  qui  indigebunt,  moneantur  de 
notatis  defections,  ut  eos  corrigant. 

xxv.  Fiant  etiam,  ut  hacteniis,  duo  aolemnia  sacra,  unum  pro  defunctis,  alteram 
prout  hactenus  conmieventnt,  iiaque  absolutis,  processio  ad  locum  taplrulf,  nbi  ses- 
aionis  hunc  ordinem  servent,  ut  post  tJttanum,  camerarinm,  et  asaistentes,  proximi 
aedeant  paroehi,  delude  sacerdotes  alii,  habita  inter  eos,  qui  sunt  ejusdem  ordinis, 
ratione  antiquitatis. 

xxvi.  Ubi  primum  conaederint,  et  absentinm,  si  qui  fuerint,  excusationes,  qua! 
acripto  fieri  debent,  bttanutt  exposuerit,  surgent  omnes,  et  procumbent  in  genua 
i  ad  imaginem  crndftxi,  que  ponetnr  in  mensfi,  ad  quam  sedebit  Bftanuf 
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cum  camerario,  recitabnnlqne  alternatim  ad  implomndam  gratiam  Sancti  Spiritnt 
hymnum:  Petri  Creator  Spiritiu;  cui  subjunget  Of  emus  collectam.  Similiter  ad 
fiixem  congregationis  recitabunt  singuli  flexis  genibus  Pater  et  Ave. 

xxvu.  Considentibus  denud  congregatis,  proponetur  primum  omnium,  si  qnid 
nos,  vel  vkarius  neater  pro  tempore  propoDendum  prescripaeriimut.  Deinde  inqni- 
retur,  an  re  ipsa  pnestita  aint,  n  que  in  ultimo  conventu  betantiS  nostra,  ant  vicarii 
nostri,  ant  suo  etiam  nomine  facienda  injnnxit  Tertio  dabitur  responsum  ad  ea, 
que  farte  in  eodem  nltimo  conventu  propoaita,  turn  expediri  oertas  ob  causae  non 
potnerunt.  Quarto,  qusret  bttsnuS,  num  quiaquam  sciat  aliquod  in  tota  reghuicuU 
acandalum  in  clero,  vel  populo  aeddisse,  cui  debito  raodo,  per  quos  debn.it,  remedium 
non  sit  adbibitnm,  et  n  illnd  necdnm  mblatnm  at,  qnomodo  videatur  tolli  posse. 
Quinto,  num  aliqua  nova  gravamina  alicni  persona;  eccleaiasticBa,  vel  beneficio  contra 
jus  imponta  aint.  Sexto,  num  aliis  difficultatibus  et  necessitatibus  quiaquam  clericns 
regiunculs,  aut  etiam  ssjcularis  prematur,  cui  auxilium  debeatur.  Septimo  interro- 
gabit  ttctnutf,  num  uUub  noacatur  in  diatrictu  ttraftuU  beneuciatas,  qui  canonkam 
institutionem  non  habeat ;  vel  qui  confessiones  audiat,  non  approbatus  juxta  formam 
Concilii  Tridentini.  Octavo,  an  parochi  quos,  et  quales  debent  cooperatoree,  et  alios 
aacerdotes  babeant,  et  suo  muneri  maxime  quoad  aacramentorum  adm in jstrationem, 
prtedieationem  verbi  Dei,  et  celebrationem  miasarum  faciant  satis.  Nono,  an  uDat 
noacatur  in  toto  capitals,  in  quo  jure  desideretur  honestas  clericalis  quoad  vitam, 
mores,  stadia,  babitum,  familiam,  et  qui  menstrne  non  confiteatar  juxta  pneceptnm 
synodale,  et  dthu  etiam,  A  in  eo  merit  notatns  excessus,  qui  prawami  potent  esse 


xxvm.  His  peractis,  bttlttW  in  innpiil«  ttiitnua1  legal  ipse,  vel  legi  curet  ab  alio, 
nnam  ex  qnatoor  partibus  horum  decretorum  synodatium,  nee  ulla  ratione  banc 
lectionem  prartermittat,  etiamai  propterea-  in  loco  congregationis  una  atque  altera 
horfi  diuttuB  manendum  esset,  atque  eft  occaaione  intelligere  student,  num  omnea  lata 
decreta  babeant,  et  observent. 

xxrx.  Inter  legendum  si  quid  Ottsno  occurret,  ad  enjus  observationem  jndicet  pecu- 
liariter  exhortandos  preesentes,  vel  de  ratione  obaervandi  informandos,  vel  aimile 
quid,  licebit  id  brevitJr  facere. 

xxx.  Crapuls,  ebnetatas,  et  quodvia  intemperantue  vitium  cum  onuii  tempore 
atudiose  vitare  debent  ii,  qui  sunt  divinis  consecrati  ministeriia,  turn  eo  podssimum 
quo  ad  Conor  tgattonr*  faptntiart*  de  suis  erga  Deum,  eccletiaaque  suas  officii*  trocta- 
turi  conveniunt.  Si  quid  enim  turn  intempennter  a  quoquam  agi  cemitur,  cedit  id 
in  magnam  disciplinje  ecclesiastic  ie  contemptnm,  et  fidelis  populi  gravem  oi 
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xxxi.  Quapropter  volumua  ac  mandamus,  ut  prandinm,  quo  J  post  ejusmodi  con- 
gregationes  rimul  snment,  admodiim  moderaf.um  et  frugale  sit,  et  quam  brevismrai 
abaolvatur,  at  potius  necessarise  refectionis,  quam  convivii  rationem  habcat :  in  quo 
inprirols  evitetnr  omnia  provocHtio  ad  (equates  haustua,  ant  qn£ecunque  temperantia; 
et  Bobrietatis  legitms  adversa  (.•ompotatio,  quocnnqoe  nomine  ant  modo  instituta,  et 
ita  snam  qnisqne  domain  mature  et  sobrius  repetat. 

xxxii.  Porro  canitula  ruts.Ua  potestatem  quidquam  derrtnendi  ant  decemendi  non 
habent,  sed  tantam  inquirendi,  referenda,  exequendi,  qan  illia  in  his  nostria  synoda- 
liboa  actibne  commiaaa  aunt,  ant  dtinceps  apeciatlm  a  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostra  com- 
mendabnntnr. 

xxxm.  Post  cnjnsqne  tapftttli  fincm  referet  Ottanutf  vicario  noatro  coram,  si  corn- 
modi  poaeit,  vel  per  liters*,  quid  actum  sit,  explicando  speciatlm,  num  omnes  ad- 
fneriut,  qui  debebaut,  an  lecta  fuerit  pan  atiqua  ex  his  nostria  decretu  svnodalibiu, 
inquisitio  facta  de  artkulis  supra  Canone  7.  pnescriptiB :  et  nam  aliquis  notabilia 
delectus  deprehensus,  qui  corrigi  non  potuerit,  sed  vel  per  nos,  Tel  pnetatnm  vicarium 
nostrum  corrigi  debeat. 

xxxiv.  Sigillnm  proprinm  singula  cap  (tula  habeant,  et  matrieulam,  in  qnam 
omnium  ad  txvintlnm  de  jnre  vel  coasnetadine  pertinenonm  nomina  referantar, 
ofrkia  item,  patria,  dkecesis,  mors  et  tempos  ingressfls  in  capttulutn,  vel  in  banc 
duecealn,  et  post  mortem,  si  quid  meroorabile  ab  eo  gestum  ad  exemplnm  et  adifiea- 
tionem,     Atqne  ex  hue  matricala  commendentnr  tempore  cangtegttienif. 

xxxv.  Habeatur  pwrterea  liber  in  singulis  canrhili^m  quern  &camerario  referantnr 
acta  singularam  conjHgationum,  pnesertim  majoris  momenti,  et  dimcultates  propositi 
nt,  cum  necesse  erit,  vicario  nostro,  et  quoa  subinde  nuttemus,  vintatoribos  eertina 
oonstare  possit,  quid  quoqoe  tempore  actum  sit. 

CC.  Germame,  Tom.  ix.  p.  63—67. 


SECT.  II-  miomt  of  BaflW. 

Synodal  Statutes  of  the  Diocesi  of  Basle,  axapscTiifo  tub  Duties  of 
Stan*  jktutsl,  by  Bishop  Chmstopheh  ab  Uffknhbim,  A  J),  kdiii. 

l.  STATUIMUS,  nt  btcanu?  mulfe  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro,  nomina  beueflciorum, 
qnse  intra  suuni  btcanatunt,  ultra  tempos  juris  vacaverint,  intimare  procuret,  annul  et 
cum  riominibua  collatomm  hnjnsmodi  beneftciorum :  similiter  etiam  nomina  eorum, 
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qui  vigore  Uteraruui  apoatolicarum,  vel  legatorum,  vel  precum  imperialiuui,  But 
regalium,  infra  suum  ottanatum  beneficia  ecclesiastics  assequuntur,  eorundemque 
benefieiorum  nomina;  vel  ad  id  faciendum,  ipei  brisno  mensis  apadum  prffifigimus, 
infra  quod  insinuation  em  hujuamodi  nobis,  Tel  vicario  nostra  facial. 

ii.  Becattufl  nullum  presbyterum  infra  suum  Of  (annum  quodeunque  benefiaum 
ecclesiasticum  inofficiare  permittat,  nisi  flibi  titulum,  investituram,  sen  commiaaionem 
Buam  infra  ipatium  twins  mensis,  a  publications  prsesentium  sequentis,  ostendat. 
Quod  si  quispiam  non  oatenso  titulo,  inveatiturft,  m  comnuanone  se  de  inofficiando 
intromiserit ;  bttamu  eum  admoneat,  ut  ab  inofficiando  deeistat :  quod  si  nee  tunc 
quidem.  desiatere  curaverit,  ipaum  auctoritate  nostra  a  divinis  in  SCiiptia  suspends*  sub 
Mt  forma : — 

■  Quia  tu  N.  requisites,  ut  titulum,  sen  commisaionem  tui  beneftcu  ostenderee,  aut 
ab  inofficiando  desisteres  I  requisitioui  hujusmodi  non  paruisti ;  ideo  auctoritate  tnihi 
concessit  te  in  his  acriptia  a  divinia  suspends,  vel  auspensum  denuncio.     Datum  &c" 


in.  BeennuK  escessus  notorios,  vel  preesertim  illoa,  quibua  ecclesia  ac&ndaKzatnr, 
quorum cunque  infra  suum  Dr(anatunl  beneficiatorum,  seu  aliorum  clericorum,  infra 
unam  quindenam  a  tempore  ante  notititt  computando,  nobis,  vicario,  officiali,  vel 
fiscali  nostra  notincet,  et  conscribat ;  quod  si  negligens  fuerit,  ptenft  condignfl  eum 
TolumuB  tnulctari.  Sunt  autem  scandalosi  excessus  i  furtum  manifestum,  vulneratio, 
mutilalio,  bomieidium,  fbmicalio  scandalosa,  vel  adeo  uotoria,  qute  nullA  pewit  ter- 
giversaoone  celari.  Item,  si  clericus  literatorie  excomn)  urticatus  misaas  celebrant, 
vel  in  divinia  niiniatraret,  legendo  epistolam,  vel  evangetium  &c  Item,  a  clericus 
cujuscunque  status  post  monitionem  verbalem,  seu  scriptam,  ae  taberms,  India, 
lupanaribus,  aut  quibuscunque  aliia  illicitis  actibua,  seu  litigiosis,  vel  sibi  per  becanttra 
probibitia,  et  his  siniilibua  immisceret. 

iv.  Sttanuf,  ant  camerarius  bona  clericorum  sine  fertone  decedentium,  vel 
defectuni  natalium  paaenanm,  nostra  auctoritate  statim  arrestet,  et  defunct©*  tales 
moz  vicario,  vel  fiscali  nostra  denunciet.  Si  vero  defunctum  fertonem  habere  con- 
tigerit,  ilium  sine  mora  vicario  nostra  transmittal. 

v.  Brtunu*  beneficia  per  mortem,  vel  alias  vacantia  per  personas  idoneaa  cum 
ecitu  vicarii  nostri  provideri  facial,  quousque  per  not,  vel  vicarium  nostrum  aliter 
fuerit  ordinatum. 

v  i.  B ttsnu*  singulis  annis  vicario  nostro  notlficet  rectores,  aeu  curntos  eccleswram 
parochialium,  qui  in  auls  eccleaiis  personaliteY  non  resident. 

vii.  NoUns  twtaAad  ante  suam  confirmationem  a  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro  obti- 
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nendam,  ac  priusquam  juramentum  suum  nobis  pnestiterit,  ofEcium  octant  exercere 


viii.  Primi'j  jnrabit,  quod  maotUla  nostra,  vicarii,  et  officialiuro  nostrornm  reve- 
renter  exequatur,  ac  nobis,  et  eiadem  fidelis  erit,  quod  que  officinal,  ad  quod  electus 
est,  diligenter  exercebit.  Item  quod  Statute  Synodalia,  quotieua  caj>irula  ruralia 
celebraatur  (saltern  semel  in  anno)  coafratribna  suis  ad  intellectum  publicabit,  ea 
quoque  fideliter  observabit,  et  ab  aliis  (quantum  in  eo  est)  observer!  facial ;  dolo  et 
fraude  semotis.  Ac  insuper  excessus  confratrum  suorum  (prout  ad  se  spectaut) 
corrigere ;  incorrigibiles  veto  pro  eorum  excessibos,  pro  quibus  deferendi  sunt,  nobis, 
vel  vicario,  aut  offiriali  nostris,  deferce  non  tardabit,  absque  dolo,  vel  fraude, 

11.  Duanuf  per  se,  vel  per  camerarium,  vel  una  cum  camerario,  ubi  necesse  fuerit, 
singulis  annis  tempore  sibi  mag-la  oommodo  et  convenienti,  ad  minus  semel  singula* 
visitet  eftclesias,  vel  capellas  infra  suum  twcanatum  constitutas,  perquireudo  diligenter, 
quomodo  sacerdos  parochialis  cnjuslibet  eccleaie,  et  alii  sacerdotes  locorum,  ad  qure 
declinaverit,  se  regaut,  tarn  in  administratione  sacramentorum,  celebrations  missarum, 
qnam  aliis,  qua  ad  officium  suum  spectanL  Habendo  etiam  respectum  diligentem, 
an  eucharislla,  sacrum  oleum,  baptumus,  et  alia  sub  debits  custodiS,  vel  in  decenti 
reverentaa  serventor ;  vel  si  ante  aacratisaimum  eucbaristue  sacramentum  lumen,  sen 
ampulla  ardens  teneatur.  Et  si  aliquem  defectum  circa  praemiasa,  vel  circa  alia 
repererit,  conacribat,  eundemque  (pro  auo  posse)  auctoritate  nostra  infra  certum 
terminum,  in  debitum  ordinem,  statum  et  modum  reducat.  Et  si  forsan  ecclesiarum 
procurutores,  seu  alii  quicunque  ipsum  in  pnemjssis  impediverint,  aut  maudatis  suis 
(qun  circa  pnemissa  rauonabiliter  fecerit)  non  obtemperaverint,  iilos  statlm  vicario 
nostro  denunciet. 

x.  Snaai,  camerarii,  vel  jurati,  si  in  suis  rapttult*,  vel  btcanitibui  aliquos  sacer- 
dotes, pnstipue  curatos,  ad  celebrandum,  vel  cnnun  aaimarum  regendara  miniis 
idoneos  exploraverint,  eosdem  (etiamsi  prius  admlasi  assent,  et  examinati)  a  regendo, 
vel  celebrando  suapendant,  ipaosque  vicario  nostro  sine  mora  dennndent;  cum  same, 
quod  ex  parvi  temporis  examine  non  percipitur,  ez  dinturna  poatea  conversatione 
apertius  cognoscatur, 

xi.  Stt«ai,  et  camerarii,  in  die  Casus  Domini,  sacerdotes  mutant  boneatos  et 
diacretoa  ad  eccleriam  noatram  cathedralem,  pro  chrismate  vel  oleo  sacro  asportando. 
Qui  quidem  sic  missi  rint  take,  ut  sciant  discernere,  ubi  chrisma,  vel  ubi  oleum  ah 
reponendum,  vel  quam  caute,  vel  reverenter  in  ipsa  via  (utpote  in  loco  sacro)  rint 
conservanda.  Iidem  etiam  btiani,  vel  camerarii,  dum  hajusmodi  oleum,  vel  chrisma 
ipsis  fuerit  apportatum,  provideant  diligenter,  ne  per  mulieres,  aut  laicos  ilia  per 
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tucxnatuin  Mium  distribuenda  transmittant,  sed  per  sacerdotea  providoa  el  honestoa, 
prout  ptenam  condignam  voluerint  evitnre. 

xii.  Wtcani,  eamerarii,  vel  jurati  diligentissime  respiciant  ad  monachoa,  vel  tratrea, 
atque  moniales,  vel  alios  dericos  apoatatas,  et  peregrines,  in  iwtaoattbu*  suia  diva- 
gantes ;  et  quorumcunque  conversationem  habuerint  auspectani,  illos,  at  mox  nostmm 
diaeceaiin  egrediantur,  inducant,  vel  si  opus  sit,  eis,  ut  eieant,  mandent,  atque  prasci- 
piant ;  quod  si  id  facere  distuleriut,  aut  recuaaverint,  illos  ad  nos  transmittant,  eon- 
dignam  preoam  recepturos. 

jiii.  In  Otraaum,  camerarium,  vel  juratum  nullus  eligatnr,  nisi  investitus,  vel 
residentiam  facial  personalem ;  vel  si  animo  alibi  residendi,  se  per  nnnm  mensem 
prater  vicarii  nostri  liceutiam  absentaverit,  lapso  mensis  apario,  Otcanatu  privetur, 
camerariusque  confi-atres  capitnlares  convocet  ad  alinm  eligendnm,  quod  si  camera- 
rins  iacere  neglexerit,  a  divinis  veniet  auspendendua. 

CC.  Germanize,  Tom.  vi.  p.  4 — <S. 


SECT.  Ill,-  *iow«  of  Wtiira. 

Instructions  for  the  Government  op  the  Diocese  op  Brixen  by  means  ov 
ftural  'Bunt  and  ©barters",  under  Christopher  Andrew,  Bishop  op  Briien, 

A.D.  MDC1II. 

UT  clerus,  qui  rure  dcgit,  commodius  regi,  et  in  officio  eontdneri  poaait,  nnivenmm 
in  plura  tapituln  deacripsimns,  tmicaiqne  tot  psrocbias  com  omnibus  annexis  ecclesiia, 
offidia,  et  beneficiis  attribuentea,  quot  commode  regi  poterunt,  cap itilnvm  autem 
nomina  base  aunt :  Cluamenae,  Livinalis  longi,  Toblacenae,  Bruneggianum,  Sterzm- 
genae,  Matranense,  (EniponUnum,  Schwazenae,  Telfenae,  et  Imbstense.  Singulis 
capitalist  singnloa  Uccntojt  pnefecimus :  brcant*  mngnlis  aingulos  aasutentes,  cametm- 
rioa,  et  confeaaarioa  adjunximua.  BfCMti  vitam,  mores,  et  siugulorum  officii  cura* 
bunt:  camerarii  mulctaa,  debita,  collectas,  fabricam,  bona,  et  jura  eccleaiarnm: 
asBJatentea  consilio,  et  anxilio  fct tano*  jnvabnnt :  confeasarins  capital!  ani  clernm  do 
peccatiB  confitentem,  pnraertim  tempore  cougregaliouis  audiet  His  omnibna,  aknt 
et  toti  clero  vicariua  coster  generalia  nostro  loco,  et  nomine  prresidebit :  hie  mandata 
nostra  ad  bmnog  dexeret :  orcani  ad  clernm :  et  vice  versa,  qnat  clerus  nobiscum,  ant 
vicario  nostro  tractare  volet,  id  per  orcano*  suos  raciet:  ita  tamen,  nt  si  com 
ti  (tanis  suia  ille  convenire  non  poaait,  vel  alias  anom  illi  offidtun  noo  fecerint,  uni- 
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cuiqne  Hbernm  sit,  ad  nostrum  tribunal  appeUare.  Propter  hos  reservamus  nobis 
etium  archidiacoDOS,  edam  pro  locorum,  et  teinporum  redone  creari  anbtbtcanotf,  qui 
pluribus  regionibiis  cum  potestate  pleniore  pradnt.  Et  Decani  quidem,  artbtotcani, 
ac  eonfessarii  rapitulorum  pro  noetro  arbitrio  consdtuentur,  ac  destituentur :  reliqui 
officiules  communibus  sunrsgiia  in  plcno  capftulo  delecti,  a,  nobis  solum  confirma- 
tionem  acdpient.  Porro  quam  potestatem  tapitllla,  eorumqne  pnefecti  habeaut,  et 
quid  ab  unc-quoque  requiratur,  id  ex  legibus,  quas  subjungimus,  planum  erit. 

Db  SapitulU  SUtalibu*. 
i.  Ad  capita  la  universua  clems  conveniat ;  iis  solum  exceptis,  quos  impedimentum 
canonkmm,  aut  prcesens  eeclesite  necessitas  (de  quibus  cognosce!  capitulum)  venire 
non  permittet :  quale  tales  loco  suo  excusatures,  ant  literas  mittere  oportebit  Poena 
negligentinm  pro  prima  vice  erit  una  libra,  pro  secunda  tres,  et  sic  crescente  negli- 
gentia,  et  eontumacifl,  semper  crescet  et  molcta. 

ii.  (SapttuU  ntrslia  singulis  semestribns  celebrentnr,  die  aliquo  protesto,  qui  ad 
conveniendum  sine  detrimento  ecclesiarum,  omnibus  eommodus  judicabitur ;  nempe 
feria  quarts  post  dominicam  in  albis  ;  et  iterum,  quando  alias  ad  sacra  anniversaria 
■eremssims  domfta  Austriacs,  omnea  convenire  oportet ;  vel  alio  denique  tempore 
magis  opportune,  quod  orcanus  tempestive  nominabik 

ui.  Non  fiant  in  hoapitiis,  aut  cauponis  pnblicis  congregationes,  sed  vel  in  ecclesia 
parocbiali,  vel  in  domo  canonicft  i  nee  semper  in  uno,  eodemque  in  loco,  sed  in 
diversis,  nempe  apud  singulas  parochias  per  orbem;  vel  ubi  magls  commodnm  vide- 
bitiu.  Sumptns  convivii  fadet  parochus,  apud  qnem  conventua  agetur;  aut  pro  se 
quisque  solvet.  Moderatum  vero,  et  bonestum  prandium  esse  oportebit,  a  quo 
omnia  ebrietas,  levitas,  rixa,  immodestta  procul  exulet  Qui  contra  feceriut,  pro 
arbitrio  noetro  punientur ;  maxime  vero  uttanf,  et  parocbi,  apud  quos  alii  deliquerint, 
iv.  Pridie  capitult  omnea  contessario  cspitulari,  vel  alteri,  sacramentalem  coufes- 
sionem  faciant:  et  sequent!  die  pro  fratribus  defunctis,  et  simul  benefactoribus, 
sacrum  miss*  officium  offeranL  Unus,  vel  alter  deligatur,  qui  celebrantium  ritus 
obaervet,  ac  posted  de  defectibus  singulos  moneat,  ac  instruat. 

v.  Miasa  qnoque  conventnalis  pro  mortuis,  vel  de  Spiritu  Sancto  solenniter  can, 
tetnr :  qua  finitfl  circa  horam  octavam,  omnes  et  singuli  snperpelliciis  induti,  ex 
templo  processional  ter  locum  rapttuli  ingresn,  in  suo  quisqne  loco  (quern  singulis 
in  primo  post  hanc  synod  um  conventu,  secundum  antiquitatem  officii  sui,  ita  tamen, 
nt  parocbi  curatos ;  hi  semper  alios  sacerdotes,  et  sacerdotes  alios,  qui  tales  non 
font,  antecedant,  rapitulum  assignabit)  consideat:  turn  ad  omnes  tjrtanufi,  vel  alius 
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ab  eo  mature  constitutus,  brevem  aermonem  habeat,  de  offictis,  et  virtutibus  aacer- 
dotum,  de  cars,  et  zelo  animarum,  vel  aliis,  que  teinpori  magta  convenire  vide- 
buntur. 

ti.  His  peractis.  1.  Legentnr  statute  nostra  nynodalia,  vel  omnia,  vel  media 
eorum  pan.  2.  An,  et  quomodo  ilia,  Tel  alia  visitatorum,  et  nostra  mandata  aer- 
ventur,  omues  et  singnloB  prtesidentea  tut  ant  per  ordinem  interrogabunt.  3.  De 
horis  canouitis,  an,  et  quomodo  recitentar,  quas  ob  causas  omittantnr.  4.  De  aacra- 
mentomm  adminiatratioue.  5.  An  fundatorum  voluntatibus  ainguli  satisraciant. 
6.  An  parocbi  tot,  ac  tales  aacerdotea  alant,  quot,  et  quales  debent.  7.  An  singuU 
confiteantur  sacra  men  tali  ter,  quoties  deberent,  ejusque  teatimonia  petantur.  8.  An 
catechismum  doceant,  et  quomodo.  9.  Quam  f&miliam  quiaque  habeat,  et  pnesertim 
de  fteminis.  10.  De  viti,  habita,  et  honestate  cleri,  ac  popnli,  de  litibus,  gravami- 
nibns,  injuriis,  sc&ndalia,  et  his  mmilibua  tractandnm  erit.  11.  Negligentes  denique, 
et  defectnosi  pro  qualitate  criminis  mulctentur. 

vu.  Ante  omnia  vera  hoc  diligentisaime  observetur,  nt  ab  oratione  qoseqne  con- 
gregatio  inchoetnr,  et  eimul  tenninetnr.  Omne  namque  bonnm  a  patre  Inminum 
descendh.  Quare  obi  ad  locum  convenerint,  omnea  altematlm  et  flesin  genibus 
hymnum  :  Vcni  Creator  Spiritut,  recitabunt  Collectam  de  Spiritu  Sancto  subjunget 
btcaituf.  Omnibus  nniua,  similiter  quisque  aemel  Pater,  et  Ave.  tecum  devote  dicet : 
btcanu*  denique  clarft  voce  orationem  de  tempore  subjiciat 

vm.  Snani  interdum  nno  mense  ante  congregationem,  clero  suo  exHbeant  duos 
vel  trea  casus  conscientiae,  in  congregations  eicutiendos  et  decidendos. 

ix.  ©apttula  ruralis  potestatem  defmiendi  non  babent,  sed  tantnm  inquirendi, 
referendi,  exequendi,  qua  illis  mandata  tuerint,  ac  pnniendi,  Nihilque  omnind 
farient,  quod  eia,  vel  eorum  otcanU,  in  bis  aynodalibus  decretia,  vel  alias  express* 
permiaaum  non  fuerit. 

x.  SigiUum  proprium  singula  habeant,  et  carcerem ;  aed  carcere  non  utantur  ipei, 
vel  ipsoram  btcanf,  nisi  in  quatuor  casibua.  1.  Cum  scandalnm  ebrietate,  foraica- 
tione,  blaflphemia,  vel  aliis  peccatb  publicis,  a  clero  populo  dabitnr.  2.  Qnando 
offidura  suum  non  faciniit  derici,  et  quae  his  statute  cuique  pnescripta  roere,  public*- 
negUguntar;  et  alia  p<pna  non  tut  opposita.  3.  In  clausis  rixarum,  pngnamm, 
amis  alieni,  debitorum.     4.  Cum  eia  a  generali-vicario  nostro  injnnctnm  fuerit 

xi.  Matricula  habeutar,  in  qui  omnium  sacerdotnm  nomina  inscribantur,  officio, 
patria,  dkecesia,  mors  et  tempus  ingressua  in  canitulum,  vel  in  banc  djoeeesin.  Ex 
hac  mortni  vivis  commendentur  tempore  congregationis. 

xii.  Acta  capitularum  aingulorum  prresertim  majoris  momenti  in  libmm  peculiarem 
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refcrantiiT,  com  querelis  et  difficultatibus  propositis,  at  vicaiio  noatro  facile,  quid 
actum  fuerit,  constet 

mi.  Prater  rut  alia  capitals  et  particolaria,  generate  aemel  qnoqae  in  anno  in 
urbc  nostra  Brixinensi,  vol  nbi  nobis  commodius  videbitur,  cogator;  semper  a 
dominica  post  oclavam  Corporis  Christ!  fcria  tertia :  ad  quod  soli  artptot canf,  et 
Dctan i  cam  singulis  sociis  (si  quae  eis  cap t tula  adjungere  volueriat)  convenient. 
Omnibus  presidebit  vicariua-geoeralia.  Si  tamen  casus  incideret,  qui  preesentiam 
tents  congregationis  exposceret,  non  tegre  ferent,  id  a  vicario  nostra  B&piaa  con- 
vocati  fuerint. 

xiv.  In  bis  congreganonibas  generalibns  singnli  referent  statum  sas  regionis, 
necessitates,  difficultates,  lites.  Deinde  plurium  sufrVagiis  (quae  decisiva  esse  volumus, 
non  solum  consultiva)  que  ad  bonum  dicecesis  statum  pertinent,  definiantur:  quo- 
rum definitionibus,  modo  ab  ordinario  approbate  fuerint,  reliqui  omnes  parere 


De  Sccanis  »uraIiou«. 

I.  Hob  viroB  prudentes,  nwgnm  doctrine,  et  vite  probate,  ac  multe  eiperientie 
esse  oportet :  sunt  enim  pastores  paatorum  quodammodo  et  ipsi :  et  alios  exemplo, 
consilio,  verbo,  ope  juvare  debenL 

n.  Ut  alii  pastores  in  snis  ecclesHs,  ita  brcaai  in  sua  regione,  ad  personalem 
residentiam  compellantur. 

in.  Chrisma  sacrum,  aliaqne  olea  sacra,  quibus  atitur  ecclesia,  quotannis  ex 
ecclesia  catbedraH  accipiant:  ex  eo  tradat  deineeps  quisque  suis  curatis,  quantnm 
satis  erit:  pro  traditione  nihil  omnino  accipiant,  pneter  sumptus  ejus  causa  neces- 
sariofactos. 

IV.  Semel  ad  minimum  quotannis  omnes  ecclesias  suss  regionis  obeant,  una  cum 
camerariis :  non  omnes  quidem  simnl,  sed  modo  banc,  modo  illam,  prout  occasio  se 
obtulerit  Victuro  frugalem  prebebunt  parocbi.  Idem  flat,  cum  alias,  officii  tamen 
sui  causa,  per  regiones  suss  excurrent.  Turn  enim  pneter  victum  a  parocms  vel 
ecclesHs,  ne  sponte  quidem  oblatum,  qnicquam  ampere  lieebit 

v.  Ecclesias,  sacristias,  vasa,  vestes,  ornamenta,  costrieteria,  sepultures,  predia, 
totamque  tamiliam  parocbi,  et  aliortun  clericoruro,  cum  omni  diligentia  inspiciant ; 
quid  in  eia  desk  vel  desideretar,  accurate  considerenL  Dispidaut  etiam  Octant  in 
visitatione  sua,  an  cleraa  oftkium  suum  facint ;  an  vera  rint,  que  quisque  in  tapftllo 
de  observation*  decretorum  aostrorum,  et  aliis,  de  se  ipso  deposuit,  oculis  inspiciant  ■■ 
in  singulis  parochiis,  a  viris  estate,  nan,  et  probitate  commendatis  de  omnibus  snbti- 
liter  inqoirant,  qute  eos  pro  officii  sui  munere  scire  oportebit !    videant,  an  in  populo 
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nut  haeretid,  concnbinarii,  alii  flagitiosi,  qui  quadragesimam,  alieque  jcjunia,  festos 
die*  non  servent,  et  his  similia.  Qua;  ipsi  poterunt,  statim  corrigant :  caste™  ad  no* 
refenat. 

vi.  Mandata  nostra,  et  viearii  nostri  generalis  cam  debitt  reverentiS.  exripiaut: 
ad  coram  aotibam,  quorum  intererit,  deducant.  Qua?  ipsis  superiorea  mandeverint, 
debite  exequantur :  qua;  vero  ipsi  too,  vel  Boperionun  nomine  juaeerint,  an  et  qno- 
racdo  execution!  mandentar,  scpe  videaut 

vii.  Vitam,  more*,  habitum,  ton  versa  tioaem,  suspiciones  rationabiles  de  derids 
intra    fines   buds  inspiciant;    extrajudicialiter   cognoscant,    emendate   contendant: 
majors  ad  nostram  cognitionem  referant.     Que  autem  in  hoc  genera  fecerint,  et 
curarint,  ea  seripto  comprehendant,  at  boo  tempore  rationem  readers  adminiatrationis  ' 
sua;  valeant. 

vm.  Cum  aliquis  en  cuntia  snse  regionis  ssgrotare  ccepent,  earn  mvisant:  ii  gra- 
vius  babuerit,  carent  duigentitis,  at  necessaria  tarn  spiritualia,  qnam  temporaUa  illi 
suppeditentur.  Si  obierit,  remm  relictaruui  inventariom  confidant,  et  omnium 
qofecunque  in  vita  posaederut,  cnram  duigentem  habeant.  Ne  autem  cam  nnimamm 
detomentum  patiatur,  vicarium  idonenm  interea  substituant,  qui  etiam  post  mortem 
vices  defuncti  gerat,  donee  de  alio  provisum  fuerit.  Semper  autem  de  substituto, 
ejusque  qualitaabua  informetur  vicarius-geueralis.  Idem  de  aliis  sacerdotibn*  buo 
modo  intelligatur. 

ii.  Nidlos  Bacerdotes  in  buo  districtu  miniatrare  permittant,  qui  ipsia  a  parochia 
presented  non  fnerint,  et  litems  admiarionis  a  vicario  noatro ;  et  110101  dimisswnis  a 
parocho,  ant  epiacopo,  ex  enjua  dueceai  discesaerunt,  non  ostenderint.  A  religion*, 
quaa  a  superioribuB  ania  attulerint,  liters  requirantor. 

x.  Singulis  annia  nobis,  aut  vicario  nostro  de  illis,  qua  in  cujuaque  bfonatu  geata 
sunt,  rationem  reddant,  com  videlicet  ad  generate  capituliim  convenerint. 

xi.  Sacerdotea  omnea,  reliquique  ex  clero,  otcantt  suis  morem  gerant:  ad  Ctnt- 
tulum  vocali,  conveniant :  si  legitime  impediantnr,  excuaatorea  mittant :  viaitantibua 
Ottanif  operam  suam  pmwtent :  ad  interrogate  bona  fide  respondeant ;  alias  poenam 
arbitrariam  snbibnnt:  t-orrepdones,  admonidonea,  et  mandate  eorum  reverenter 
exdpiant :  ab  iiadem,  vel  a  camerariia  moniti  tes  aliennm  dueolvant.  Inobedientes, 
ai  qoi  fuerint,  gravit&r  a  nobis  punientnr. 

xii.  Sftanu*  quilibet,  antequam  officio  ano  fungi  cojperit,  protesrionem  fidei 
coram  notario  et  teadbna,  juxta  fonnulam  Pii  Quarti,  in  manibus  vicarii  nostri  gene- 
ralis faciat     Et  deinde  tidelitetem  adpulata  manu,  ant  juramento  promittaL 

CC.  Gcrmmta,  Tom.  vm.  p.  559—563. 
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SECT.  IV.  l^SNift  of  aolcgnt. 

Articles  of  Inquiry  fob  trb  Sural  Btanrirf  of  the  Diocese  of  Cologne, 
by  Adolphus  Archbishop  of  Cologne,  A.D.  kdl. 

QUJE  a  Decant*  rutalibus.  de  rectonlnu  parockialium  eccletiarum  tub  tu.it  QrcanUtf, 
doe  in  oppidit,  live  viUU,  out  pagi*  commorantibu* :  similiter  ab  iprit  reeloribu* 
de  vitS,  conversation*,  docirind,  et  minhterio  tuorum  confratrum,  el  eccletiarum 
statu,  inqtari  debeanl. 

AN  oMant  CEhriStianttatum  *  suis  ChristianiUtibus  diligenter  snperintendant. 

An  synodia  epiacopaUbna  interaint,  illicque  referant  et  eiponant  rate  0«Canfa  stiitnm, 
et  decreta  synodalia  pnblicent,  et  exequantur.  Et  an  solicit^  invigilent,  nt,  si  quid 
adversus  fidcm,  pietatemque  emergat,  reverendissimo  domino  nostra  archiepiscopo,  et 
arcbidiacono  a  no  wgnificent. 

An  brant,  et  qui  snb  eis  rant,  cnrati  omniam  ecclesiarnm  hoc  sinceriter  credant, 
profiteantur,  et  semper  rctinere  velint,  quod  Romana,  Catholics,  et  Apostolica  tenet 
Eccleaia,  priesertim  in  articnlia  hftc  tempestate  controverts. 

An  aciant  omnes,  et  velint  populum  non  coacte,  *ed  apontanee  docere :  et  an 
verbum  Dei  singuli  pro  populi  captu  priedicent:  et  an  orthodoiam  doctrinam 
tradant :  et  an  sdificent,  vel  corrnmpant  gregem. 

An  sint  Inter  eoa  lupi,  qui  gregetn  invadant,  et  per  novas  et  peregrinas  doctrinal, 
sen  per  dukes  sermones  corrnmpant,  atqne  k  veritate  abducant  oves,  pro  quihns 
mortnus  eat  Christna :  et  nam  deliteat  in  aliqui  parochin  bereticus,  ant  achiamaticus 
nllna :  nam  bteresis  aliqua,  vel  nova  dogmata  occnltia  convenccnlia,  diaaeminentor. 
Et  an  sint,  qui  curioriua  de  fide  dispntent,  et  aimplicibtu  injirauut  acnapulos. 

An  sint  aliqui  in  parochias,  manu  sseculari,  tine  canonlca  institutione,  sen  ordina- 
u'one,  intrusi. 

Et  an  aliqui,  qnibus  eat  pleno  jure  provisum,  se  intromittant  de  ecclesiis  sine  pnevio 
examine  episcopal),  vel  archidiaconau. 


"  The  otan*  mil  appear  to  bars  bean  disobedient  to  the  archbishop's  mandates,  and 
guilty  of  other  breaches  of  discipline  iu  the  following  year ;  on  which  account  we  Bud  a 
■pedal  decree  of  the  synod  of  Cologne  against  them — entitled,  Decrctnm  sacra  tynodi  contra 
iitabtHmttt  ouoerfom  fcrtatlM  riralts.  It  is  not,  however,  of  importance  sufficient  to  merit 
re-publication.— gee  CC.  Ctrmanim,  Tom.  vi.  p.  800. 
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An  ignotos,  sat  vagos  sacerdotes,  et  exititios,  sea  fugitivos :  ant  eflrenes,  et  extra 
obedientiam  conatitutos  monachos,  absque  preelatorum  morum  testimoniis,  sen  for- 
mads,  admittunt.  Seu,  quod  pejus  eat,  an  suspectos  de  fide,  aut  flagitiosos  sacerdotes, 
ant  monachos,  per  quo*  popuiua  eia  creditus,  sedud  ant  corrumpi  faciliiis,  quam 
doceri  potest,  tmuisteriis  adhibeant 

An  ipsi  cnrati  insbmant  et  doceant  populum  de  his,  quas  ad  fidem  et  religionem 
nostram  pertinent;  nt  norint,  quid  credere,  et  quo  modo  conversari,  ac  vivere  in  su4 
quisque  vocations  debcat 

An  sint  inter  eos  segnes,  aut  c«ci  speculatores,  et  velut  canes  muti,  non  valentea 
latrare,  qui  non  audeant  popnlo  annunciare  peccata  eorum,  et  incomgibiles  deferre 
ad  eorum  superiores. 

An  rudes  et  parvuloa  sue  parocbiic  certis  temporibus  instruant  et  doceant  Sym- 
bolum,  Precationem  Dominican),  Salutationem  Angelicam,  sen  Decalogi  Pnecepta,  aut 
saltern  habeant  aliqnem  idonenm  Catholicum  virum,  per  qnem  hoc  prsstent. 

An  Evangelinm  et  Sacras  Scrip  turns  ainceriter  tractent  et  doceant,  justa  Homilies, 
seusuni,  et  interpretationem  Sanctorum,  et  orthodoxoram  Patrum. 

An  anqnid  prophanmn,  incertnm,  fabulosum,  suspectum,  vel  inconstans,  vel  qnic- 
quam  quod  non  tota  probat  ecclesia,  et  it  majoribus  acceptum  non  est,  adferant. 
An  qusastiones  difficiles  et  perplexaa  moveant,  conteudant,  vel  rixentur  in  suggestis  i 
et  num  ea  adducant,  qua;  ad  populi  eedincatiosem  nihil  faciunt. 

An  in  suggeatia  calumnientnr,  sen  scommata  et  dicteria  in  quosvis  jadnnt,  et 
incompotdtis  moribus  gesticulentur,  plebem  concitantes  in  clerum,  vel  magistratnm. 

An  annul  doceant  misericordiam  et  justiaam  Dei :  ut  pcenitentes  ad  bene  speran- 
dum  inflamment,  et  malos  a  peccatis  deterreant.  Non  blandientes  et  decipientes 
populum  pervemun,  dicentes:  Pax,  pax;  et  non  est  pax.  Et  proinde,  an  Decalogi 
Pnecepta  popnlo  frequenter  inculcent,  atque  explicent 

An  confirment  populum  in  Catholics  fidei  doctrina:  et  an  sic  edoceant  plebem.  nt 
■uppullulantes  zizaniaa  aciant  evitare.  Item,  an  populum  admoneant,  nt  diebos 
Dominicis  et  fastis  ad  divina,  quce  in  ecclesiis  celebrantur,  conveniant,  concionem  sub 
eilentio,  et  atteute  andiant,  et  memorise  commendent,  nee  strepitn,  vel  deambulatione 
perturbent  i  et,  nt  audita,  secom  domnm  perferant,  et  liberos,  et  familiam  instruant 
ad  pietatem :  nempe  Denm  tunere,  et  salutem  suam  ei  commendare :  memorifi  reti- 
nere,  et  frequenter  recitare  Symbolum  Apostolicum,  Orulionem  Dominican),  Saluta- 
tionem Angelicam,  Pnecepta  Decalogi,  et  quicqnid  ad  virtu tem,  bonosque  mores 
pertinet:  obedire  suis  superioribua,  solvere  decimas,  et  alia  debita  tarn  eccleaiasticis, 
quam  saxularibus. 
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An  Bacramenta  secundum  ritum  eccletue  Catholics?,  et  secundum  agendam  eccle- 
siasticam,  adhibitis  omnibus  eccleauuucfo  cssremoniis  et  piis  ritibus,  in  ecclesia  catho- 
IkA  hactenus  observari  cousuetis,  administrenL 

An  instruant  populum  de  sacrunentis,  et  eornm  gratia,  et  mysteriis  ;  ut  eis  aecun- 
dura  ecclesiat  traditionem,  ad  salutem  suam  religiose  ntatnr:  piwsernm,  ut  missss 
officio  libenter  intersit,  et'  votis  ecclesUe  voU  sua  conjungat;  quodque  una  cum  sacer- 
dote  mortem  Chrisd  Deo  Patri  pro  peccatis  suis  offerat,  et  frequenti  confessione  se 
expurget:  nt  se  sepius  corde  mundo  et  avido  ad  excipieudum  aalutarem  Corporis 
Chriati  cibum  paret  (  ut  diebus  festis  tantum  Sanctis  incumbat  operibm. 

An  doceant  populum  in  sacramentoriun  administrations,  frequenter  etiam  in  con- 
cionibus,  quandi'i  locus  incidit,  quid  in  sacrament!  cujusque  collatione  agatnr:  quia  ait 
ejus  fructus:  quid  velint  signs  externa,  et  quomodo  Dei  virtus  prawns  invisibiliter 
eis  adsit:  quomodo  etiam  digue  vel  indigne  percipiantur. 

An  circa  adniinistrationem  baptismi,  et  alias  in  concionibus  de  suggeeto  doceant 
populum,  cur  aqua  baptismalis  benedicatur  et  consecretur :  cur  baptizandos  abre- 
nunciet  diabolo  per  susceptores :  cur  exorozetur  et  eiuffletur  contimria  potestas :  cur 
signum  crucis  baptizando  toties  imprimatur  i  cur  sal  benedictum  detnr,  et  antes  et 
aperiantar:  cur  in  pectore,  et  in  scapnlis,  et  in  vertice  capitis  innngatnr:  cur  indua- 
tur  Teste  Candida :  cur  pneferatur  ei  cerens  ardens  ad  altare,  et  cur  illic  accipiat  de 
ablulione,  sen  vino  beaedicto. 

An  Huimadvertant,  quod  susceptores,  sire  patrini.  Bint  provectce  sstatis,  in  fide 
catholicft  bene  instruct!,  ad  interrogata  com  intcllectn  et  send  retpondentes,  et  tales, 
qui  parvulos,  ubi  adoleverint,  in  fide  ortbc-doxa,  si  necesse  fuerit,  nutruere  possint. 

An  etiam  baptizent  parvnlos  ante  praudium,  et  misnnm  diei,  cui  susceptores  cum 
puero  et  amicis  interesse  deberent,  et  pro  parvulo  offeree  secundum  Teteris  ecdesuB 
ritom. 

An  at  aliquis  inter  curatores  eccleaiarum,  qui  ausua  fuerit  eanonem  miass  omittere, 
vel  mutare :  et  an  ab  omnibus  religiose  pmnuncietor. 

An  etiam  singulis  diebns  dominicis  et  festis,  evangelinm  diei  sub,  vel  intra  missam, 
lingua  vernacula  populo  de  suggeato  exponant 

An  etiam  caveant,  ne  concionis  tempore  ulla  missa  celebretnr,  qua  populuH  ab 
auscultatioue  verbi  ttistrahatur. 

An  cnrent  avmbolum  totum  cani,  praefationem  itidem,  et  Orationem  Dominican). 

Similiter  an  cnrent,  at  imaguncula  crucifixi  Domini,  pacificatoria  omnium,  ab 
ore  sacerdotia,  pacem  populo  imprecantis,  ad  adstantes  deft.ratur,  inoseulanda  ab 
q  concordue  et  pads  symbolum. 
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An  doceant  populum  de  missce  myeterits,  atqne  etiam  moneant,  nt  ad  finem 
usque,  donee  benedictionem  secerdotalem  acceperint,  perseveret,  sptritoaliter  saltern 
cum  sacerdote  communicando,  cam  desiderio  fractals  sacramenti,  et  nnionis  cum 
Christo. 

An  doceant  criminibmi  ligatos,  priusquam  abaolvantur,  et  vera>  emendationis  pro- 
positum  anmant,  ab  horuin  mysteriorum  perceptione  abstinere. 

An  palam  criminoeos,  et  qui  peccati  certisaimam  occaaionem  dimittere  nolunt,  a 
communione  abarceanL 

An  lectioues  sacras  et  orationes,  excepto  canone  in  missfi,  clare  pronnncient,  at 
possint  a  rircumstantibus,  qui  latine  intelligunt,  audiri  et  intelligi. 

An  Euchariatistn  in  loco  honorato  aervent  cum  perpetuo  lumine. 

An  quando  ad  infirmos  EuchnriBtiaro  deferunt,  facUnt  preferri  lumen  et  campa- 
nellam,  ad  dandum  fidelibus  signum. 

An  doceant  plebem  owe  pro  defunctis,  at  a  peccatis  anlvautur. 

An  enrent  etiam,  quando  in  solemnibus  festiritalibus  cirenmrerenda  eat  Hostin  ills 
salutarig ;  quod  turn  omnes  ludi  prophani,  et  quicquid  non  valet  ad  veram  devotio- 
nem  eiritandam,  removeatur :  imprimis,  quod  non  pulsentnr  tympana,  absint  nana, 
joci,  confabnlationea :  populus  autem  oret.  Et  quod  uniiu  tantum  sancti,  non  plana, 
quam  una  imago  circumferatur :  nee  vagando  per  agros  discurrant,  prawertim  roga- 
tion am  tempore. 

An  aiut  aliqui  ex  curans,  qui  aostiaeant  in  sois  paroehiis  aliqnem,  qui  non  in  anno 
■•Item  aemel  peccata  ana  confiteator,  et  venerabile  sacramentam  Eachnristia?,  secun- 
dum C.  Omni*  utriiuque  texiu.  De  pamUntiis  it  remission,  sumaL.  Et  si  quia 
talis  rnerit  repertua,  an  etiam  talem  ab  ingressn  eceleaife  abarceant,  et  ecclesiastic* 
sepulturft  privent 

An  etiam  ant  dTcnmspecti  in  audiendia  confession]  bus,  nt  qui  norint  distinguere 
lepram  a  non  lepra :  et  its  de  peccatis  inquirere,  ne  acandalizent  pusillos :  et  an 
satistactiones  injungant  medicinalea :  an  arguant  pnblica  peccata  publice,  et  occulta 
delinquentea  in  privatft  confeaaione. 

An  excommnnicatoa  secundum  canones  sacros  viteut,  et  ab  omnibus  vitari  Gaciant, 
et  eos  a  nemine  recipi  in  consortium  vel  nuniliaritatem  procnrenL. 

An  sdant,  quomodo  inatantibus  quatuor  temporibus,  trinft  prochunatione  denun- 
ciare  debeant  popolo  clericoa  ejnadem  parochue,  qui  velint  ad  sacros  ordines  promo- 
veri,  ad  percipienda  impedimenta,  si  qua>  Bint. 

An  sacramentam  unctionis  extreme  cam  Oranonibua  et  Litaniis,  juxta  agendum 
eccleais,  regrotia  impertisnt :  et  an  aint  ex  eorum  parodnanis,  qui  illud  sacramentam 
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contemnant :  et  an  sciant,  infirmoa  ex  scriptoria  conaolari,  et  a  curia  sssetuaribua  ad 
■pern  salntis  astenue  erigere. 

An  babeant  redeuutes  ab  pgroto  adhortatiuncniam  ad  comitantem  multitudinem, 
qua  infirmitatis  homaos,  et,  ut  pro  laborante  in  extremis  atudeant  ferventiua  orare, 
admoneantur. 

An  doceant  matrimonio  eonjuugi  affectantes,  qua  religione  et  fide  in  Chriato  eon- 
juugi debeanL  Et  an  tolerent  clandestine  matrimonia :  et  an  doceant  copolandos, 
quod  non  juogantur,  nisi  de  parentum  et  amicorum  consilio. 

An  pnemittant  proclamationes,  ad  minimum  tres,  tribns  diebns  featis,  per  inter- 
val lura  sibi  succedentibus. 

An  uorint,  quffi  Bint  impedimenta,  que  prohibent  contrabendum,  et  que  dirimunt 
jam  contractum  matrimonium. 

Et  an  sciant  nnmerare  quatoor  gradus  conaanguinitatis,  qnatnor  itidem  gradtu 
affinilatia:  intra  quoa  probibitio  conjunctionis  conjugalis  concludirur. 

Et  an  sciant,  quo  se  porrigat  impedimentnm  cognation!*  spirituals. 

An  etiam  clandestine  coutrahentibua,  tantisper  aacramenta  negentnr,  donee  ab 
eicommunkatioue  absolvantur,  atque  ita  in  fade  ecclesife  sacramenti  aolemnia 
celebrent. 

An  etiam  duigenter  attendant  ad  incolas  et  advenaa,  de  qoibns  est  suapicio,  quod 
in  facie  ecclesue  non  sint  conjunct! ;  nt  tales  solemnes  ritns  in  ecdesia  celebrent : 
ant  alibi  id  fecisse  se,  idoneis  testibns  probent. 

An  etiam,  quantum  in  eis  est,  admonendo  enrent,  nt  qnando  ad  eccleaiam  matri- 
inouialia  conjunctionis  gratia  convenitnr,  et  qnando,  qui  junguntur,  benedicdoni 
aacerdotali  se  snbmittnnt,  nt  turn  abait  omnes  leritas  et  jocus  aamilaris,  ntqne  tarn 
magis  cogitent  jungendi,  quale  sit  vinculum,  quo  colligautur,  et  quod  Dens  eoa 
conjungat. 

An  sint  inter  eos,  qui  alibi,  quam  in  eccleaia,  publics  poet  miasam  auditam,  sen 
alio  tempore,  quam  &  jure  permiaao,  et  non  intenlicto,  conjungendos  matrimonio 
copuleut 

An  wnt  in  eorum  parochiis,  qui  exequiaa,  aut  junta  pro  parentibue,  liberis,  cognatis, 
et  uinicis  persolvere  recusent :  non  aliter,  quam  a  cum  corporibus  annul  et  anime 
extingucrentnr. 

An  doceant  vtroe  in  ecclena  orare  nudato,  fcemimu  velato  capite. 

An  doceant  populum,  in  omnibus  terroribus  et  periculis  inclamare  nomen  Cbristi, 
et  «gnare  se  aigno  Sancte  Crucis,  qua  diabolus  devictua  eat. 

An  doceant  popukun,  cur  aqua  et  sal,  palnue  et  berbce,  et  frnctus  novi  benedi- 


cantnr :  et  enr  populua  aspergatur  aqua  benedict*,  et  snniat  sal  exorcue&tum. 
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Item,  cur  accendantur  in  ecdend  cerei,  thus  adoleatur,  processiones  agantur, 
ecclena,  altaria,  calices,  veates  sacerdotales,  campans;,  aliaque  eccleais  vaaa  conse- 
crentur :  an  doceant  populam,  ne  cteremonias  in  superatitiouem  vertant,  sed  illia 
religiose  utantur. 

An  vitam  ducant  sua  appellatione  dignam,  videlicet  talem,  ut  eorum  comparatione 
caeteri  merito  grex  dicantur.  An  verbo  moneant,  et  precedant  exemplo,  caatigando 
corpus  sunm,  et  in  aervitutem  redigendo,  secundum  apostoli  doctrinam  ;  ne  ubi  ■!"■ 
prtedicnverint  salubritet,  eosque  ad  pietatem  adouxerint,  ipsi  serri  aint  veneris  et 
peccati,  et  reprobi  efficiantur. 

An  boras  suaa  canonicas,  ad  quas  majoribus  ordinum  gradibus  iniliati  obligantur, 
rite  persolvant :  et  an  in  Iectione  et  studio  sacra  acriptune  ae  contineaut:  et  quibus 
libris  et  authoribue  prater  Biblia  utantur,  et  qualia  Biblia  habeant. 

An  in  habitu  et  tousura.  clericali  incedant.  An  servent  decorem  in  babitu  et 
incessu.     An  habitus  eorum  sit  honeatus,  non  sasaurns,  vel  lirabis  comptus. 

An  superior  Testis  ait  talaris.     An  gladus  vadant  accincti. 

An  omnea  irreprehensibilea  aint,  et  bonum  testimonium  habeant  ab  his,  quibua 
mlnistrant.  An  sit  inter  eoe  impudicus,  incnntiuens,  immodesttu,  contendosus, 
iracundua,  percussor,  vinolentus,  ebtiosus,  aut  turpis  lucri  capidns. 

An  recent  comessationibuB  et  ebrietatibus,  et  studio  compotandi,  pneaertim  in 
txequiia,  CatendHi  et  annivereariis. 

An  lit  adhuc  aliquis  inter  eos,  qui  concubines  adherent,  aut  personse  de  inconti- 
nentia suspects; :  et  qualia  sit  reliqua  illorum  ramilia. 

An  suit  aliqni  restores  ecclesiarum,  qui  in  propriis  personis  non  resideant,  et 
quales  illse  habeant  vicecuratos :  et  an  tales  vicecurati  aint  per  archidiacouum  exa- 
minad  et  adnrisai.  Et  an  tales  vicecurati  habeant  competenbam,  et  tauter  consti- 
tutaai,  nt  non  cogantur  servilibus  et  aordidia  negotiis  se  dedere. 

An  aint  aliqui  ex  combs,  vel  vicecuraas,  nsnrarii,  negodatores,  vel  caupones,  aut 
sortilegiis,  divinationibua,  aut  renanonibus  indulge  ate*. 

An  Bint  in  parocbiis  orotoria  constituta, 

Et  qui  aint,  qui  jus  patronatus,  aeu  pneeeutandi  personas  idoneaa  ad  hnjusmodi 
oratoria,  sen  alia  eccleaiastica  beneticia  habent. 

An'eo  jure  secundum  fundationes  ejusmodi  benefiaornm  legitime  utantur.  Et 
sum  shit,  qui  hnjuamodi  beneficia,  quod  in  eis  est,  supprimant  vel  exonguaaL 

An  eorum  redditus,  ac  res  et  bona  illortun  occupant,  vel  distrahant. 

An  in  eorum  parochiia  aliqua  sint  uospilana.pauperum  constitute.  Et  an  magistri 
hospitalium  heme  prBaint,  et  rationem  singulis  annis  reddaut.  Ut  infra  latum  in 
forma  de  hoapitalibuB. 
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An  in  coram  parochita  jejuuia,  abstinentia  a  caruibus,  dies  feati,  prtesertim  in 
proximft  synodo  publicati  «t  declaruti,  processiones  Domiuicales,  et  ritua  eccleaiastici 
rite  obeerventur. 

An  cab  eorum  parochiia  vigeant  superstitiones,  maleficia,  blasphemis,  aacrilegia, 
publico  perjuria,  adulteria,  stupra,  incestus,  odin,  inaidife,  rebelliones,  mum,  et  con- 
temptna  ecclesiastiete  jurisdictionis. 

An  prmdia,  census,  et  jura  ecciesiarutn  conserventur.  An  campanarii,  seu  ciistodes 
eccleaurum  aibi  concredita  rite1  administrent,  ac  custodiant. 

An  eoedem  etiam  admoneaot,  ut  depositis  barbis,  in  ecclesiA  in  snperpelliceis 
ministrent. 

An  populoa  oblationes  altaris,  saltern  in  qnatuor  testis  principalibus,  ad  altare 
Domini  deferant,  aliaqne  jura  parochialia,  secundum  morem,  ab  eccleaii  Catholica 
olim  receptmn,  prrestent. 

An  provisores  parocliialiuin  ecelesiarum  pneatunant,  pro  suo  arbitratu  de  rebus 
ecclesianun  ordinare,  vel  diaponere,  absque  consensu  sni  plebaiii.  Et  nam  illi  ratio- 
nem  bis  in  anno  redder*  recusent. 

An  sint  apud  illos  monachi,  sen  moniales  apostate,  qui  fa] sis  conjugibus  sdhareant, 
vel  qui  habitmn  religionis  abjecerint. 

An  sint,  qui  uontemnendo  authoritatem  eccleaies,  rnmpendo  vinculum  pacis,  contra 
mentem  Ceeuarese  majestatia  (qua)  sub  catholicis  priucipibus  nuUatn  novalionem  veteria 
re%ionis  permittendam  esse  mandavit)  sub  utraque  specie,  more  scmsmatico,  petentea 
communicent. 

An  caveant,  nt  sacerdotes,  ab  hasreticis  revertentes,  nan  statim  se  ministeriis  inge- 
rant ;  priuaqnam  sint  abaoluti,  ecclesin  reconciliati,  et  contra  irregularitateui  incuEsam 


An  sint  apud  illos  apostate  monachi,  qui  sub  prsetextu  dispensntaonum  apostoli- 
conun,  vota,  religionisqae  sum  instittita,  desernerunt,  conlendentea,  se  intruders 
ministeriis,  antequam  dispensatioues  eorum  sint  rite  exanunate  et  wrimiwip,  juxta 
decreta  provinciaua. 

An  populua  in  eorum  perochns  pnestet  so  eis  morigenun.  An  sint  in  populn,  qui 
habeant  libroa  contagjoaos,  aut  qui  com  Deo,  Sanctis,  et  sacris  jocentor. 

An  e  suggestU  publicent,  libros  a  Lntherania,  luereticia,  in  decretis  provincialibua 
(sub  rubrics :  Qid  Sbri  parocAU  et  oondomUoribua  tint  vitandi,  et  fugiexd*)  nomi- 
natis,  eommqne  sraiilibus  editos,  tarn  uecolaribus,  quam  eccleajastkis  tanquam 
pastern  esse  vitandoa. 
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sub   condone  et  divinis  abstineant,  nib   pcenft  denegandte   absolutionis   et   com- 
muniouis. 

An  pateant  cenopolia  et  tabenue  diebus  featis  ante  sacrum,  in  ccelesJa  peractum. 

Et  an  tales  transgressorea  deferant  ad  raagistratum. 

An  secularis  magistratua  jurisdiction  em  et  libertatem,  immnnitatemque  ecdesias- 
ticam  impediant  sen  pertuibent. 

Et  an  judices  aascolarea  de   beneficialibns,   matrimonialibna,  decimarom,  et  aliis 
causis  spiritualibua,  wu  de  correctione  ecclenasdcamm  peraonarnm,  seintromittant 

An  in  eorum  psrochiis  admittaotur  lndi-magistri,  ad  institaendam  jnveatutem, 
quorum  fides,  mores,  et  inatitutio  non  sint  explorata,  etc  etc.  etc. 

CC.  Germanix,  Tom.  vi.  p.  634 — 638. 


SECT.  IV.  2.— 9tott#c  of  eolojnt. 

The  Office  of  Stan*  Sural  in  the  Diocese  op  Cologne,  by  Maximilian  Henry, 

Archbishop  of  Cologne,  A.D.  mdclxii. 

i.  UT  necanc*  rutslr*  proprie  pertinet,  capitals  pastorum,  et  vice-pastorum  quo- 
tannis,  ante  pentecoaten,  loco  consueto,  cum  pastoribus  regiuncularum  saaram  cele- 
brare,  atqne  in  illis  poet  missam,  per  eoa  de  Spiritu  Sancto  decahtatam,  constitutiones 
apoatolicas,  provincialia,  ac  synodalia,  et  deinceps  htec  nostra  decreta,  ac  statnta ; 
pnesertim  vero,  que  parochornm,  et  curatomm  vitam,  mores,  ac  mnnus  tangnnt, 
prajlegere,  aut  prelegenda  curare,  et  quemlibet  ad  eorum  observantiam  sedulo 
adhortari,  difncultatibus  pastorum  pi&  consolatione,  et  adjutorio  mederl,  et  si  quid 
disaidii  inter  illoa  ortum  fuerit,  benevole  aopire,  quotve  muneri  suo  deesse  cognoa- 
ctuit,  nobis,  arcbidiacono  loci,  ant  fiscalibua  deferre,  ut  pro  ratione  defectfls  opportuna 
in  negligentes  remedia  decemantnr. 

ir.  Hare  ipsa  porro  tap  i tula  sic  instituantur,  ut  non  ad  comessationem,  et  compo- 
tationem,  sed  ad  tractandum  de  rebus  ecclesiastic  is,  ad  Bpiritualibus  iudicta  ease 
apparent :  praadia,  si  que  fiant,  non  in  taberuia,  aut  diveraoriis  publkis,  sed  apud 
loci  paatorem,  aeclusts  eiteris,  et  SECularibus,  institoantur  frugalia  et  moderata,  ut 
neque  crapnle  sit  locus,  neque  excesaivia  aumptibua,  aut  scandalo :  ad  necesaariu 
antem  tapitulorum  hnjusmodi  expenaas  pnstores,  et  vice-pastores  absentea  (etiamsi 
legitime  fuerint  excosati)  a^que  ac  prsasentes  concurrent,  ac  contribuant  conformlter 
ordinationi  pnedecessoris  nostri  Hernanni  IV.  archiepiscopi. 
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in.  Qos  de  sacri  clirismatia,  sanctorumque  oleurnm  deportationc,  distributionc,  et 
conscrvatione  ordinate  aunt,  ea  &  bf  canttf  turaltbus  volumua  quam  exactissime  obser- 
sari  i  et  com  tie  can  o  turn  raialiunt  quoad  curam  animarum  eadem  sit,  et  potior  qiii- 
dem,  conditio,  qute  pastorum,  ntpote  qui  non  Boliim  Btecularinm  sifai  commissorum, 
aed  etiam  parochorum  sui  diatrictfis,  censentur  esse  pastores  et  curati ;  ide6  ipai  cou- 
tinuo  in  sois  pastoratjbue,  vel  saltern,  exigente  id  ratione  muneris,  intra  tMCanatuttn 
suorum  limites  reaidere  peraonaliter  debent,  sub  poena  turn  privatiouis  officii  tuca- 
llflU*,  torn  alift  graviori  arbitrio  noatro  infligendfl. 

iv.  Ordinamus  pariter,  ut  de  aiugulorum  ribi  creditoram  salute  solicit!,  sicubi 
aliquem  e  sua;  regiuncute,  Ben  utcanatuf  pastoribus,  sacordotibus,  aut  benefkiatis 
pcrkulose  laborare  intellexerint,  ad  eum  sine  mora  ae  conferant,  moneantque,  ut 
saluti  aus>  consnlens,  ad  sacrameuta  ecclesisB  recipienda  ae  diaponat;  dein  adhor- 
tentnr,  ut  testamentom  legitime  condat,  si  id  non  fecerit  priua,  atqne  ad  felicem, 
talutaremqne  ex  hsc  vita  egreagum,  piis  ad  Deum  suspiriis,  ac  orationibus,  ae 
componat, 

v.  Quod  o  parochum  quempiam,  ant  enratum  decedere  couligerit,  cujusvia  etiam 
ordinis,  aut  iosdtuti  regularis  ait,  curent  moi  omnium  ab  ipso  relictorum  indicem, 
•en  inyentarium  confici,  ut  invasionibus,  ex  expuationibua  non  Rant  obuoxia,  atque 
ex  iia  poseit,  turn  piis  legatis,  turn  creditoribua  aliia,  ipsique  ecclesiee  parochiali, 
fabrics?,  ant  menaa;  pauperum  satisfieri.  Quidquid  ad  parocbiam  ipsam,  ecclesiam, 
fabricam,  ant  archivium  pertiuens,  inventum  fuerit,  aeparetur,  et  snia  quseqne  locis, 
aut  personis  consignentur.  Denique  et  curam  gerant  Ottant  lusatts,  ut  coram  sigil- 
lifero  noatro  majori  testamenta  deninctorum  pastorum,  vice-past  urnm,  et  benencia  in 
ecclesiis  parocbialibns  babentium,  et  hrereditatum  per  cos  relictarum,  computus,  et 
rationea  per  executores  exbibeantur. 

vi.  Summo  studio  advigilent,  tarn  archidiaconi,  quam  oetani  nitaks,  ne  quia 
sacerdoa  ascularia,  aut  regularia,  etiam  qnomodolibet  exemptua,  in  beneficium  aliquod 
parochiale,  seu  curatum,  vel  exercitium  cune  aniinarom,  quocunque  etiam  colore, 
vel  titulo  sese  iutrudat,  absque  prsevio  examine,  et  legitime  approbatione :  aliter 
autem,  et  sine  examine,  et  legitimft  approbatione  admisai,  iustituti,  aut  investiti, 
noverint  ae  a.  paatorali  cura,  quam  non  legitime  aubierunt,  ipao  facto  suspenses  esse, 
et  si  qnos  eo  nomine  fructus  perceperint,  reatituendos  ecclesiaj,  a.  qua  provenerunt ; 
ntque  re  ipsa  resdtuant,  authorilate  nostra,  adhibito  etiam,  si  opus  fuerit,  brachio 
sagculari  compel  leu  dos,  aliaque  iusuper  poena,  pro  culpa;  modo,  puniendoa  esse. 

vii.  Quod  si  quia  eo  temeritatis  processerit,  ut  sine  omni  prorsus  examine,  appro- 
batione, licentia,  institntione,  ac  titulo  in  curam  animarum  se  ingesserit,  nobis,  aut 
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offidali  nostro  dennntietur,  ut  tanquam  indignus  privileges  clericalis  ordinis,  sseculari 
magiBtratui  puniendus  tradatur.  Eadem  quoque  cura  advertant  otcani  mtaUs,  ne 
qnis  vagus,  aut  peregrinus,  vel  alias  ignotus  clericns,  aut  sacerdos,  etiam  regularis, 
absque  Uteris  testimonialibus  sui  ordinis  k  nobis  visis,  et  probatis,  vel  sine  nostrft 
licentia,  ad  divina  celebranda,  vel  administranda  sacramenta,  aut  ad  pnedicandum 
Dei  verbum  admittatur,  et  ut  pastorea  ac  vice  pastures  ejusmodi  liters*,  ac  liceatiam 
Hate  admissionem  exigant. 

vm.  Cum  otium  non  ait  aliud,  nisi  hominis  vivi  sepultura,  et  vitiorura  plurimorum 
leraa,  Decani  tutfllta  opportune,  et  importune  singulos  regiunculai  sue  pastorea,  et 
reliquoa  ecclesisaticos  moneant,  ut  illud  devitent,  et  execrentur ;  singulis,  vel  saltern 
altemis  diebus  missam  celebrant,  singulis  item  Dominicis,  et  testis  vesperas  decantent, 
sednlo  se  etiam  studiis,  lectioni  sacra*  paginse,  piorumque  librorum  applicant 

ix.  Ut  autem  Decani  raraleft  cujusque  pastoria,  et  vice-pastoria  vitam,  mores,  ge- 
nium,  et  occupation es  melius  coguoscant,  ab  iis,  dum  visitant,  serio  rationem  distri- 
butionis  temporis  exigant,  inquirantque,  quibus  se  studiis  occupent,  on,  et  quos 
libros  apiritualea  legant,  an  singulis  diebus,  aut  quotiea  in  septimanfl,  an  ex  obliga- 
tion*, aut  pietate  celebrent,  an  singulis  diebus  aliquid  temporis  orationi  mentali, 
qua  velut  ccelesti  cibo  spiritus  rencitur,  impendent,  an  conscientiam  snam  qnotidie 
statuto  tempore  examinent. 

x.  Sicubi  vera  aliquos  invenerint,  quorum  corporis  constitutio  non  permittit,  ut 
continue-  studiis  vaceut,  adhortentur  illos,  at  ssepius  parochias  suas  obeant,  sanos,  et 
segros,  etiam  non  vocati,  piis  diacursibus  foveaut,  obvios  pueros  circa  res  catecheticas 
examinent,  et  ignorantes  instrunnt. 

xi.  Denique,  Decant  turales  de  pastorom,  et  vice  pastor um  sui  districtus  salute,  ac 
profectu  spiritual!  solicit!,  diligenter  eorum  vita;,  morum,  et  doctrines  coram  gerant ; 
ideoque  prater  visitationes  ordiaarias,  dati  occasione  sepius  etiam  per  annum 
parochias  sui  districtus  inspiciant,  et  pnecipne  indagent,  an  pastores,  sen  vice- 
pastores  apnd  oves  suas  resideant,  pie,  laudateque  vivant,  suo,  ut  decet,  fiingantur 
munere;  prawertim  Dominids  et  fastis  diebus  sacrum  canant,  concionentur,  cate- 
chesi  juveotntem  imbuant,  et  ecclesiastica  sacramenta,  quficunque  diei,  ac  noctis 
hora  requirantur,  pie,  p  romp  t£  que  administrent. 

CC.  Germani<c,  Tom.  ix.  p.  1027—29. 
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SECT.  V.  1.— Siotm  of  ©onfltancc. 

Rubric  *  on  the  Office  of  B»aa  Rural  in  the  Diocese  of  Constance, 
by  Bishop  Burchard,  A.D.  mcccclxiii. 

STATUIMUS,  ut  quilibet  oetanuft,  seu  vices  horum  tenens,  singulis  annis  ad 
minus  bis,  scilicet  in  quibualibet  sex  mensibus  seme!  in  presentifi  confratrum  suorum 
in  loco  capitulari  congTegatorum  de  omnibus  beneficiis  infra  Cetanatum  suum  vacan- 
tibns,  curatis  et  non  curatis,  quie  ultra  tempus  collatoribus  sen  patronis  eoruudem  a 
jnre  statutum  vacaverint:  nee  non  de  ipsis  collatoribus  et  patronis,  ac  eorum  noma- 
nibns  diligentius  inquirat,  nobis,  sen  vicario  nostra  in  spiritualibus  ilia  cum  suornm 
patronorum  et  collatonun  nominibus  quamprimum  commode  possit,  sic  tamen,  quod 
istud  ultra  duorum  mensium  spatimn  non  differat,  post  inquisitionem  bujusmodi  in 
acriptis  nolifieet.  Quod  si  facere  obmiserit,  pcenam  suspensionis  ab  officio  divinorum 
dicto  duorum  mensium  spatio  lapso  incurrat,  quam  etiam  pcenam  qnUibet  confratrum, 
qui  super  pnemissis  requisites  ea  Cctano  .scienter  celaverit,  incidat  aimili  modo. 
Veriim  quia  nonniilli  preetextu  literarum  apostolic  arum,  qua*  Be  impetrasse  men-. 
tiuntur,  eoclesiastica  beneficia  vacantia  propria  temeritate  in  periculum  animarum 
Buarum  occupare  prawumunt,  ordinamus,  ut  de  eirtero  quilibet  Bffaiutfl,  seu  ejus  locum 
tenens,  tarn  eorum,  qui  infra  auum  brranalum  occleciastica  beneficia  vigore  literarum 
apostolicarum  assequuntur,  quam  etiam  beneficiorum  et  patronorum  eorundem 
nomina  infra  means  spatium  a  tempore  assecutionis  bujusmodi  computandum,  nobis, 
vel  vicario  nostra  rescribat,  seu  notificet,  alio  quia  similem  pcenam,  nt  pnefertur,  dicto 
mense  lapso  incurrat,  tempus  autem  a  jnre  datum  pro  cunferendis  beneficiis  patronis 
ecclesiasticis  sex  menses,  lalcis  vero  quatuor  intelligatur. 

Pneterea  atatuimus  et  ordinamus,  ut  quilibet  beconutt,  seu  ejus  locum  tenens  infra 
proximo*  tres  menses  a  pnbUcatione  pr&sentium,  omnes  suoa  confratres,  cxterosque 
presbyteros  seculares,  et  religiosos  infra  suum  bftanntum  beneficia  ecclesiastics 
inofficiantes,  de  quorum  titulis,  seu  induciis  sibi  non  constat,  ad  ostendendnm  sibi 
investitures,  ant  indncias  beneficiorum  snorum  moueat,  et  eoa  qui  infra  quindedm 
dies  ammonitionis  bujusmodi  illas  sibi  non  ostenderint,  ab  inofneiatione  beneficiorum 
suorum  auctoritate  nostra  in  scriptis  cum  insertione  cause  suspensionis  suspendat,  et 


*  The  isms  Rubric  on  the  office  of  avtfJlprwhBtrv-nltfll  paued  the  synod  of  Hildesheim, 
under  Bishop  Valentine,  A.D.  MDzizlx.  The  officer  ii  there  called  rural  artfjnriflt,  instead 
of  riMT  OWO.— See  CC.  Germoni*,  Tom.  VI.  pp.  314-16. 
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de  eastern  nullum  infra  suum  DttanatMK  ad  inofficiandum  aliquod  beneficium  eccle- 
siasticum,  nisi  slbi  priua  ostenderit  investituram,  ant  indncias  sigillatas,  scienter 
toleret,  et  admittat.  Quodai  quempiam  talium  literas  suaa,  nt  pnefertur,  sibi  non 
ostendentem,  in  regimine,  et  inofficiatJone  ecclesiaslici  benefidi  contra  pnemisaa 
tolerare  presumpaerit,  ipaum,  nt  supra  mandator,  non  suspendendo,  eitonc  alba 
quindecim  diebna  elapais  suspensionis  sententiam  propter  hujusmodi  negligeutiam 
mam  incurrat  ipso  facto:  sit  etiam  forma  suspensionis, qnam  in  scriptis  bttsttt  ferant: 
"  Quia  ttt  monitu*,  ut  titultim,  vel  inducuu  tut  benefidi  ortendera,  iTtfra  quindecim 
dierum  tpatium  hujusmodi  mandato  non  paruiiti,  nee  Htulum  oiUnditti;  idea  aue- 
toritate  tnihi  concessd  te  in  hu  scriptit  a  divinu  tiupettdo,  et  lutpcnium  denun&o." 
Quam  fonnam  etiam  in  aliia  ceDStuis  infligendw  juxta  canaamm  exigfntiam  voluntas 
obwrrsri. 

Conaiderantes,  quod  fetcsni  tu talcs  pro  eo  cojmtituuntur,  m  clericorum  honeatatem, 
et  confratrum  ntilitatem  procurent,  exceaaus  eorum  referent,  mandata  nostra,  viearii, 
et  officiulia  nostrorum  debite  exequantur,  et  singula,  qua)  a.  anperioribtu  n 
ad  notiaam  confratrum  suorum  dedncant;  quae  cum  k  Orcanatibu?  suia  i 
nequeant  adimplere,  statuimus  et  ordinamua,  ut  quilibet  tutanttsi  nostras  c 
teneatur  residentiam  facere  infra  auum  ottunatum  personalem,  decementea,  nt 
absentes  a  suis  0«*»at(JlUSt  iJrtani,  nisi  infra  mensem  protimum  &  publication*  pnv 
aeutium  ad  reaidentiam  taliter,  secum  effectu  receperint,  et  etiam  illi,  qui  te  de  CBstero 
b.  mis  tWrawrtldusS  abaentaverint,  animo  alibi  resideudi,  sen  domic  ilium  extra  o«a- 
uafuiu  tuum  eonstituendi,  et  fbvendi  in  absentia  hujusmodi  per  unum  mensem  per- 
stiterint  ab  hujusmodi  auia  ottanattfcus  lapao  menaia  spatio  praxlicto  suit  eo  ipso 
privati,  moxque  camerarius  teneatur  confratre*  capitulares  pro  alterius  tttani  electione 
convocare,  et  alium  ottanutn  cum  eisdem  eligere.  Quod  si  camerariua  infra  quin- 
denam  post  lapsum  dicti  menaia  spatii  facere  neglexerit,  sit  eo  ipso  ab  officio  divino- 


Hac  inauper  constitutione  universis,  et  singulis  otcanif  nobis  subjects  pnecipimoa, 
ut  notorioa  excessus,  et  pnesertim  illos,  quibua  ecclesia  scandalizatur  quoromcunque 
infra  suum  bftanatum  beneficiatorum,  seu  alionun  clericorum  infra  duos  menses  a 
tempore  uotitiae  bubs  compntandos,  nobis,  seu  vicario  nostro  notificeot,  et  conscribant. 
Quod  si  quia  facere  neglexerit,  et  hujusmodi  st&tutum  executus  non  fuerit  cum  effectu 
propter  Omnipotent™  Dei  misericordiam,  quam  incurrit,  pcenA  coudignft,  per  nos,  aut 
nostrum  vicarium  puniatur,  et  mulctetur.  Snnt  autem  scandalosi  excessus,  furtum 
manifestum,  homicidium,  fornieatio  acandalosa  presbyteri,  et  adeo  notoria,  quod  nulla 
potest  tergiversation?  celari.     Item  si  clericus  literatorie  excommunicatus  publice,  et 
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in  forma  ecclesie  celebraret,  vcl  ministraret  legendo  ev&ngeliura,  sen  epistolam.  Item 
a  clericus  usuram  manifeste  exerceret  Item  u  clericus  cujuscunqne  grades  post 
monitionem  bream  ae  tabemis,  lnpanaribus,  et  actibus  iDkitis  notorie  immisceat,  et 
his  smiles. 

Insnper  ordinamus,  nt  nullus  in  brtanum  nualem  nostra-  diteceaa  electns,  ant 
eligendus,  nondum  confirmatus  officium  tut  ant  ante  continuation  em  mam  &  nobis, 
vel  vicario  nostra,  obtinendam,  eiercere,  ant  se  btcanutn  nominare,  vel  scribere,  vel 
pro  tali  genre  qnomodolibet  presuinut:  fbrmam  aatem  jnramenti  per  i>t(anun» 
quemlibet  in  sua  confirmatione  pnestandi  talem  esse  volumus  juxta  ad  nos  deductam, 
et  longeve  observation  consuetudinem,  nt  sequitnr:  prime  videlicet  jarabit,  quod 
mandata  nostra,  vicarii,  et  officialis  noatromm  pro  tempore  existentium  reverenter 
exequatur,  nt  nobis,  et  eisdem  fidelis  erit,  quodque  officium,  ad  quod  electns  est, 
fidelit^r  exercebit  absque  dolo,  et  fraude.  Item  quod  penes  se  habeat  atatuta  syno- 
dalia,  et  ilia  in  anno  quater,  vel  evideati  se  dante  necessitate,  vel  impedimenta, 
minus  bis  confratribus  sub  ad  intellectnm  publicabit,  eaque  inviolabiliter  observabit, 
et  ab  aliis  quantum  in  eo  est,  observare  faciat  dolo,  et  fraude  semotis.  Quod  insnper 
exceasus  oonfratrum  snorum,  prout  ad  se  spectat,  corrigere,  incorrigibiles  vera  pro 
eorum  excessibus  pro  quibus  deferendi  sunt  nobis,  vel  vicario,  seu  officJaii  nostris 
deferre  uou  tardabit 

Csterum  qnamvia  ex  predecessorum  nostrorum,  et  etiam  nostra  concessione  dm 
tolerata,  St  caul*  locomm  competat  facultaa,  ecclesjis  per  obitum  vacantibua  ad  mentis 
tfpatiura,  a  die  vacationis  earnndem  computandum,  per  personam  idoueaa  providendi 
in  diviuifl  et  animarum  enra,  norumus  tamen,  quod  induciis  authoritate  nostra  ordi- 
naria  ad  eccleaias  ipsas,  vel  alia  benerraa  vacantia  concessis  exspirantibns,  ipai  Oecant 
illis  perinde  providendi  absque  nostra,  vel  vicarii  nostrt  speciali  licentift  aliquam 
;  facultatem,  alioquln  si  seciia  per  ipsoa  actum  fnerit,  decernimus  viribns 

CC.  GermanuB,  Tom.  v.  p.  451—453. 
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SECT.  V.  2.— Btocou  of  0onstance. 

Office  of  BtBK  Kural  in  the  Diocese  of  Constance,  under  Cardinal 
Mark  Sitic,  Bishop  of  Constance,  A.D.  mdlxvii.* 

i.  MAXIMAM  profecto  vim  at  necessitatem  habet  ilia  Domini  sententia  per 
Prophetam  dicentia :  Speculatorem  dedi  te  domui  Israel :  et  alio  item  loco,  DQigenter 
agnoscc  vultum  pecoris  tui,  et  cousidera  super  greges  tuos :  at  episcopi  gregem  sibi 
a  Deo  commendatam,  quautA  maxima  poasunt  vigilantift,  observent,  neqne  oculos 
ab  eo  uuquam  dejiciant :  animadvertentes,  quid  ei  opus  sit,  et  contractus  partes  alii- 
gare,  infirm  as  consolidare,  tegrotas  sanare,  abjectas  oves  reducere,  perditas  requirere, 
et  recuperare  possint.  Quandoqiiidem  verci  episcopi  propriis  oonlia  omnia  perhistrare 
nequeunt,  et  propterei  ultrJ,  ricarios  et  visitatores,  in  singulis  dkecesium  suarum 
regiunculis  certos  et  probatos  viros  deligere  consueverunt,  qui  invesfigent,  an 
populua  ambulet  in  viis  Domini,  an  aliquid  sit,  quod  episcopi  cognitionem  et  medi- 
ciuam  desideret :  an  aliquid,  quod  corrigi  et  emeudari  debeat ;  quieque  compererint, 
ad  episcopos  auos  fideliter  deferant :  hos  in  aliqnibus  locis  archidiaconos,  in  aliis 
atcbiptMtijttros  vocant,  in  nostra  autem  dioecesi  uetancntm  rurafium  nomine 
censentur. 

ii.  Cum  aliquis,  vacante  OMsnatu,  a  regiunculce  sua?,  quam  capftulum  vocant, 
sacerdotibns  legitimo  electionis  processu  rite  servato,  in  Octanum  electus  fuerit,  is 
primo  quoqne  tempore  nobis,  Tel  vicario  nostra  in  spiritualibus  coufirmandus  pne 
sentari  debet  Interim  caveat  electus,  sibique  sub  pccnS  excommunicationis  late 
sentential  ipso  facto  committendft,  interdictum  sciat,  ne  officio  oecani  fungatnr,  nee 
se  talem  nominare,  teuere,  vel  scribere  preesumat,  aut  ab  aliis  nominari,  teneri,  vel 
Hcribi  aliquo  modo  patiatur,  antequam  confirm  ationem  saam  tt  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostra 
obtmuerit  Nullus  autem  in  oeranitm  tutalrm  eligi  posait,  nisi  aliquis  ex  parochia- 
lium  ecclesiarum  illius  tapiruli,  cujus  oteanatus  vacat,  pastoribns,  sen  vicariis  perpe- 
tuis,  canonice  institute,  et  qui  apud  suam  ecclesiam  continuo  resideat,  nisi  nobis  ex 
magnft  et  legitimfl  causa  aliler  visum  fiierit ;  nee  aliquis  in  elections  Decani,  aut  aliis 
uegotiis  capitularibus,  votum  habeat,  nee  ad  capttultim  ullo  modo  admittatur,  nisi  et 
ipse  parochus,  vel  vicarius  perpetuus  alicujns  ecclesia;  ejusdem  capituli,  legitimeque 


*  Ltss  comprehensive  initructioni  for  tttiii!*  rural  of  the  tame  diocese  ware  drawn  up  by 
James  bishop  of  Conetance,  A.D.  hdciz.—  See  CC.  Germmia,  Tom.  vm.  p.  895.  The  Forma 
Juramenii  Bf  ranorum  KuraliaiB  in  the  latter  is  more  brief. 
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&  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro  institutus  sit.  la  primia  autem  eureut  electores,  ne 
quenquam,  nisi  spectaue,  probatseque  vita;,  aufticientis  cruditionia  at  que  prudentite  in 
Oecanum  eligant,  scituri,  quod  noe  fornicatores  et  concnbinarios,  aliisve  enormibus 
vinis  contaminates,  in  bcranos  electos,  nnllo  modo  confirmaturi,  sed  habitd  inquisi- 
tione,  negligentiam  eorum  in  eligendo,  alteriiis  magis  idonei  et  exemplaris,  etiam  ex 
saeellanis,  si  inter  pastores  idoneorum  copia  non  esset,  electione,  tones,  quotiea  id 
contigerit,  auctoritate  nostra  ordinariS  suppletnri  simua. 

ill.  Electo  aliquo  in  Ottanum,  et  nobis,  sea  vicario  nostro  per  Uteres,  (ejoa  enim 
pncsentiS,  ante  factam  inquisitionem,  non  requiritnr)  ad  confirmandnm  presentato, 
siqnidem  apes  ait,  qnod  vicarioa  noster  in  pontificalibna,  vel  aliqni  alii  nostri  via- 
tatores,  brevi  viaitatic-nia  causa,  in  illud  casftutam  venturi  eint,  detur  electo  simplex 
commiasio,  et  in  eadem  per  juramentnm  fidelitatis  nobis  pnestitum,  ei  mandetur:  nt 
vice  ortanl,  donee  vel  ipse,  vel  alius  idoneus,  babita  inquisitione,  confirmatos  fuerit, 
fideliter  fnngatur.  Interim  vero  visitatoribna  noatria,  in  eundem  Ctcanatum  migra- 
tnris,  sab  uigillo  vicariatus  nostri  committatnr,  ut  de  vita  et  converaatione,  doctriua 
et  eroduione,  aliisqne  qualitatibus  electi,  tres  vel  qnatuor  eeniores  capitulares,  et 
to  tide  m  ex  saeellanis  senioribas  ejuadem  rapitulf,  medio  juramanto  prestando,  ancto- 
ritate nostra  examinando,  diUgentem  inquisitionem  habeant,  et  potisauniim  interrogent, 
anne  electos  honests?  et  probata;  vita;  ?  Item  an  doctus,  et  earum  rernm,  qoce  ad 
parochum,  et  ennun  animarum  pertinent  peritos  sit?  anne  officinm  suum  pastorale 
diligenter  prastiterit?  an  de  catholica  religione  bene  et  sincere  sentiat?  an  de  hsretri 
vel  sectft  aliquft,  aliquando  difiamatus  fuerit?  niim  concubinam  et  filioa  vel  filiua 
habeat,  et  quotP  an  acortator,  potator,  losor,  blasphemos,  percossor,  vel  aliis  ejos 
genera  vitiis  afTectus  sit  ?  Quo  facto  iidera  visitatores  nostri,  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro, 
de  au&  inquisitione,  fidelem  relatioaem  faciant,  dictaqne  teannm  examinatonim  in 
scripto  exbibeant.  Veriim  ubi  bravi  tempore,  eidem  loco,  sen  ranttulo,  nulla  immi- 
neret  visitatio,  id  qnod  jam  anted,  de  visitatoribua  uostris  diximoa,  alicui  ex  cominis- 
aariis  nostria  juratia,  aive  illi  in  curia1  nostrfi,  save  extra  habitent,  aumptibus  nostria 
committatnr.  Ubi  autem  electos,  ex  facta  inquisitione,  probata;  vita,  dignua  et 
idoneos  repertns  fuerit,  torn  hoc  vocatus,  coram  vicario  nostro,  atqne  notario,  et 
testibus  joratom  fidei  professionem,  secundum  Pii  IV.  formulam,  facial,  et  otcanirtus 
juramentum,  snb  eft,  qua;  sequitor,  verborum  forma,  prestet  Quibua  factis,  confir- 
mationis  beneficinm  ei  conferatnr. 

iv.  Forma  autem  joramenti  betanorum  ratalium  talis  est :  "  Ego  JV.  jnro  et  pro- 
mitto  Deo  Omnipotent,  et  Beatn  Maris;  Virgin!,  aanctisque  Pelagio  et  Conrado, 
eccleaia;    Constantiens.  patronis,  qnod  reverendisaimo    domino  .episcopo    Constan- 
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tienii.  et  Bnis  succesaoribus,  canouice  intrantibus,  eorumque  vicario  et  official)  pro 
tempore  existentibua,  fi  delis  et  obediena  ero :  ejusdem  reverendisKuni  domini  episcopi, 
et  ejus  ecclaUe  commoda  promovebo,  et  dainna  avertam :  offidnm,  ad  quod  electus 
Bam,  juxta  modum  et  formam,  btranfjt  in  Statutis  Synodalibua  prgncriptam,  fiddlier 
exercebo,  absque  dolo  et  fraude.et  non  modo  non  interero  aliquibni  conspirationibns, 
sen  tractatibue,  contra  eundem  reverendisaimum  dominnm  episcopum,  ejuaque  ecclc- 
nam  Constantiens.,  sed  eos,  qui  me  sciente  fierent,  vel  ab  aliqnibua  atWntarentnr, 
pro  viribus  impediam,  et  prteveniam :  et  si  minus  poMim,  de  Ulis  saltern  eundem 
reverendissimum  dominum  meum  episcopum  Conatautiens.  admonebo,  ac  eoa,  qui 
hujuamodi  conspiratjonum,  sen  tractatuum  auctores  fuerint,  ei  deferam.  Sic  me  Dens 
adjuvet,  et  bsc  Saucta  Dei  Evangelia." 

v.  Bttani  sdant,  se  in  partem  sollicitudinis  episcopalis  vocatoa  ease,  et  propterea 
capitals  rutalia,  quater  singulis  annis,  aut  saltern  bis,  ubi  id,  propter  ampUtudineiD 
Bttanatufl,  bactenus  ita  observatum  fiiit,  convocent,  in  quibus,  postquam  aolennia 
miaul,  vel  pro  defunctia,  vel  de  Spiritu  Sancto,  more  consueto,  aolenniter  cantata,  et 
condo  ad  populum  ab  aliquo  eomm,  a  bf  MM  ad  hoc  prius  admonito,  habita  foerit, 
(qua;  in  singulis  tap  ttalit,  ante  negotia  capitularia,  fieri  debeut)  aliqua  pan  prsaen- 
tinm  constitutionum  noatrarum  synodalium,  et  prsssertim  ea,  qua*  pro  tempo  rum, 
rerum,  et  personarum  necessitate,  opportune  visa  fuerint,  vel  ab  ipau  btcxnte,  vel 
eorundem  justu,  ab  alio  confratrum,  capitulariter  congregatis  pnelegantur.  Id  autem 
eo  ordine  fiat,  nt  prteaentea  constitution  ea  omnea,  a  principio  ad  finem  usque,  in 
bicnnio,  vel  ad  sununum  in  triennio,  penitiis  periegtntur.  Quaa  quidem  constitu- 
tion es  ipei  bitant,  t&nquam  earundem  k  nobis  deputati  execntores,  in  viola  biliter 
observent,  et  ab  aliis,  quantuin  in  eia  fuerit,  obscrvari  iaciant. 

vi.  Lectis  statutis  synodalibua,  conferant  btcotl  cum  suis  confratribus  de  iis,  qtue 
ad  boni  pastoris  ofneium,  et  ad  curam  animarum  recti  gerendam  pertinent,  et  con- 
sulant  de  difficultatibus,  gravaminibuB,  et  incommodis  cujuslibet  eccleatse,  quorum 
explicatio,  vel  remedium,  alioruin  consilium,  et  operant  requirat.  Si  quid  ab  aliquo 
confratrun),  sen  etiam  sacellano,  aut  quovis  alio  clerico,  in  auo  tMtauatu  habitant*, 
contra  canones.  Concilium  Tridentiuum,  vel  has  nostras  uonstitutiones  peccatum  fuerit, 
id  cum  confratrum  comolio  corrigant.  Si  quos  vera  uotorios  et  gravioTes  cleri  et 
populi  exceeaus,  quibua  ecclesia  Dei  scaodalimtur,  et  quibus  ipai  mederi  non  possmt, 
quorumque  correctio  ad  OltanOft  non  spectet,  ut  sunt  adulterium,  furtum  manifestum, 
houiicidium,  usnra  manifests,  fomicatio,  et  aba  hujusmodi  majora  et  notoria  delicts, 
commisisse  compererint;  Item,  si  clericum  excommunicatum,  suspensum,  vel  inter- 
dictum,  publics  in  ecclerift  nnssam  celebrsre,  vel  alia  niiniBteria  ecclesiastic*  per- 
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agert :  et  si  aliqnem  dericmn,  cujuscnnqne  gradds  ant  dignitatis  fnerit,  post  admoni- 
tionmn,  *e  lupanaribns,  tabemis,  ludis  publicb,  ■pectacnHB,  riiia,  temnlentiis,  et  alms 
iUiatis  actibua  publics  iminiscere,  vet  concnbinam  alere  unimadverterint,  (de  quibns 
omnibus  Decani,  tanqnam  episcopomm  oculi,  in  suo  qnisqne  distrietu,  sednlo  inqui- 
icre  tenentur)  eos  omnes,  vi  juramenti  nobis  pnestiti,  infra  nnnm  mensem,  a-  tempore 
notitin  compnbmdnm,  nobis,  vieario,  vel   proenratori   nostro  fiscali,    deferent,  et 


vii.  Si  quia  clericns  vel  laicoa  hasetiens  esse,  vel  male  ac  perverse,  in  rebus  fidei 
nostra,  docera  et  sentire,  detectus  fnerit,  officium  Octant  inprimis  est,  emidem  nobis, 
vel  vieario,  proenrntorive  nostro  fiscali  indicare,  et  deferre ;  at  tantnm  malum,  priun- 
qaam  lntius  serpat,  qnantnm  possibile  foerit,  e  medio  tollatur.  Idem  quoque  ad. 
habentes,  sea  legentes  libros  bsereticos,  et  prohibitos,  vel  aliis  modis  se  de  Ineresi 
sospectos  reddentes,  extendimns,  nisi  admoniti  resipiscant 

vni.  Ignotos  clericos,  maxime  si  illi  ant  sacerdotes,  ant  monachi  sint  profngi, 
tetanus  in  soft  ditione  non  ferat:  nee  qnenqnam  ad  concumandnm,  sacramenta 
admmistrandnm,  missamve  publice  dicendam,  admittat:  wd  potius  prohibeat,  ab 
eisqne  arceat,  et  repellat,  nisi  se  per  nostras,  vel  viearii  nostri  Uteres,  ad  hoc  adnussam 
esse  docuerit.  Earn  vera,  vel  eos,  qui  se  sine  consensu  becanf,  vel  contra  ejus  admo- 
nitionem,  in  ejusmodi  ecclestarnm  ministeria,  propria  anctoritate  ingeaserint,  nobis, 
vel  vieario  nostro  qaamprimum  rignificare  stndeat 

ix.  Preeterea.  ordinamos,  at  qailibet  fatal**,  infra  nnins  menri*  spatium,  a  publi- 
carione  et  editione  prwsentium  statntomm,  omnea  snos  confratres,  parochoa,  vicarioa, 
sacellanos,  et  deniqne  sacerdotes  et  clericos  qooscanqae,  etiam  regulares,  cajuscanqae 
ordinis,  qui  vel  coram  animarom,  in  aliqnft  ecclemft  anculari,  sni  districtua,  admi- 
nistrant,  vel  aliud  eccleris  secnlaria  ministerrnm  element,  si  de  eorum  institutione, 
sen  investitora,  commiseiane,  vel,  qaas  vocant,  indudis,  ribi  non  constiterit,  sues 
investitures,  vel  commissiones  infra,  qmnderim  diemm  proxime  sequentium  spatinm 
sab  poenl  saspenrionis,  ribi  ostendere,  anctoritate  nostril  in  scriptis  reqoirat.  Si  qui 
id  facere  noluerint,  vel  non  potuerint,  mox  DfCnvB*  eosdem  ab  ordinom  auoraro 
execntione  snspendat  Sit  antem  forma  snspenrionis,  quam  Decani  in  contu maces 
scripto  ferant,  tabs : — Quia  tu  X.  tub  pamd  tiupamonu  adrmmitui,  ut  infra  quin- 
dedm  dierum  tpalium,  titulum,  invettUuram,  commimonem,  vel  inducia*  iui  betu- 
JkH  odendtra,  ejiumodi  admonitioni  non  paruitti:  ideved,  ego  N,  OtHnW  tanitttli 
N.  auctoritaU  ordmarid  mihi  eotuxud,  it  in  kU  tcriptu,  ab  ecclerim  minuterio 
tutpendo,  et  itttpennan  denuncio.  Actum  die  &e.  Quam  formam  etiam  in  aliis 
censuri*  infligendis,  juxta  causarum   exigenuam  observari  volnmos.      De  coHero 
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autem  attaints  nullum  infra  sunm  orcanatun,  in  alicujns  eccleaue  miiiisterio,  niai  ei 
prints  titulum,  inveBtituram,  commissionem  vet  indacias,  nostro,  vel  vicariates  nostri 
nigilln  signatas,  ostenderit,  admittat,  ant  toleret :  quod  si  ortantlfl  quempiam  talium, 
litems  euas,  at  prtedictum  est,  sibi  non  exhibentem,  in  regimine  beneficii,  vel  mini' 
sterio  ecclesiastico,  ultra  prtedictaui  quindenam,  toleraverit,  cum,  ut  jam  antes 
niaudatur,  non  suspendendo ;  tunc  aliis  quindecim  diebus  elapsis,  ipse  atfaKUJ, 
propter  hujusmodi  negligentia.nl,  suspensions  sentenoam  ipso  facto  iacurrat. 

x.  Statuimus  quoque,  at  ottOTHS  in  singulis  capirulis,  ac  etiam  extra  capitulura, 
ubiconque  occaaionem  habuerit,  de  omnibus  beneficiis  in  otcaitaru  no  vncautibas, 
quffi  ultra  tempos  benenriomm  collatoribus,  et  patronis,  &  jure  prtefixum,  vacaverint : 
nee  non  de  eorondem  collatorum,  sea  patronorum  personis,  et  nominibos  diligenter 
inquirat,  illaqae  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro,  quam  primum  commode  possit,  sic  tamen, 
ut  id  ultra  onius  mensis,  a,  die  notitiie  compntandi  spatiom  non  difftrnt,  scripto 
notificet  Mandamus  etiam  qnibnscunqne  ckricis,  sub  gravi  pcenft,  arbitrio  nostro 
infligeoda,  ut  a  OfcantS  de  iis  reqaisiti  et  interpellati,'  qucecunque  eft  de  re  soverint, 
eis  non  celent.  Quo  vero  ad  tempos  institationis  faciendie  de  pnesentatis  ad  paro- 
chiales,  servetor  tempos  pnefrxam  in  bulla  S.  D.  N.  Paps,  qood  erit  bunestre,  juita 
insatutiooem  Pii  V. 

xi.  Cum  Qttantjs  rural  (bus  a  nobis  peraissnm  sit,  nt  ecclesiis  parocbialibus  vacan- 
tibas, per  mensis  spauum,  a  die  vacationis  compatandum,  per  se,  vel  alios  idoneos, 
aactoritate  nostrft,  ministrare,  et  fractal  beneficii  vacantia  pro  rata  temporis,  et  ratione 
laborum  suBceptorum  reciperc  possint  i  prout  hsec  infra,  sub  titulo  de  parochis,  latins 
conunentur:  at  autem  non  tantum  ecclesJte  parochiales,  *ed  et  sacella,  et  reliqua 
beueficia  ecclesiastic*,  post  ejusmodi  elapsum  mensem,  debito  non  fraudentnr  obse- 
qoio,  eisdem  6«Eni6  pnecipiendo  injungimns,  ut  eodem  primo  mense  elapso,  si  interim 
nnlli  alii  presbyteri  eis  prteficiantur,  considerent,  quo  pacto,  et  per  quos,  eccleriis  sea 
beneficiis  vacantibus,  debits  ministeria  impendi  valeant,  idque  per  se,  vel  alios  ido- 
neos, si  reperiri  possint,  fieri  efficient :  ita  tamen,  at  ilH  commisriones  sea  inducias, 
super  iia,  a  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro,  sub  pcena  in  eos,  qui  in  alienis  ecclesiis  mini- 
strant,  constituta,  petant  et  recipient,  easque  obi  expiraverint,  et  interim  ecclesiis  vel 
beneficiis  provisom  non  merit,  renovari  curent 

xii.  Porro  octant  mandata  et  processus  nostras,  vicariiqne,  et  officialis  nostrorum, 
pro  tempore  existentinm,  maxim!  contra  confratres  suos,  reverenter  et  fidelity  exe- 
quantur,  neque  aliqua  excusatione  se  tueri  prtwnmant:  sed  quamprimtim  ea  ipsis 
prsesentata  fuerint,  infra  teuipus  debittun,  secundum  loci  HJHtantiam,  sacerdotibus, 
contra  quos  ea  decreta  fuerint,  execationem  scribant,  eisque  copies  cam  execatio- 
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nibns  a.  tergo  sifrnatis,  per  juratum  pedellum  tspitrtlt  ani,  ad  earn  diem,  in  quern 
executiones  hujusroodi  scripserint,  mittant.  Quod  m  trajnamodi  processus,  ad  instan- 
tiam  sigilliferi,  fiscalis,  vel  aliornm  officialium  nostrorum  emanati  tuerint,  absque 
eornndem  expensis;  si  autem  ad  instanti&m  privatarum  personamm,  cum  moderatxs 
expeusis,  eidem  pedello  solvendis,  videlicet  sex  cruciferis  pro  milliari.  Nuncios 
noatroa,  cam  talibua  processibus  ad  eos  venientes,  beuigne  recipiaiit,  eosque  ab 
iiiffldiis  quorum cuaque,  quantum  in  eis  fuerit,  protegant,  neque  eos  quovis  modo,  ut 
in  innere  otTendantur,  prodant,  aed  auxilio  et  consilio  sint,  quo  tuto  domum  redire 
poaauat  Contra  antem  prohibemus  severe  pedeUis  et  nundis  nostris,  ne  a  Dteanls, 
camerariis,  vel  aliis  invitis,  esum,  potum,  vel  diversorium  exigunt,  ant  ull&  aliA 
molesoa  eos  officiant. 

mi.  Btcnnta  caveat,  ne  se  intromittat  de  judieando  inter  confratres  euoa,  super 
discordns,  sen  difFerentiis  quarumcunque  cansamm  ;  aed  si  ipsi  inter  Be,  vel  cam  aliis, 
ratione  decimarum,  annuorum  reditunm,  injuriaram,  et  aliarum  rerum,  discordes 
fnerint,  eos  ad  tribunal  nostrum  eccleaiasticum  remittat.  Per  hoc  tamen  ei  non 
innibetnr,  quin  inter  confratres,  vices  anas  amlcabiles,  interponere,  eosque  amice 
concordare  possit,  maxim&  in  enusis  auctoritatem  nostram  ordiuariiim  non  requiren- 
tibua,  ut  sunt  injuria;  et  cause  prophanje :  in  eccleriasticas  vero,  decimarum,  redituum, 
bononun,  prajdwirum,  et  rerum  beneficial  in  m,  causas,  se  etiam  amicabili  transactione, 
intromittere  nnllo  modo  pnesumat:  cum  ipse,  absque  ordinaria  nostra  concessione, 
uni  beneficimn  auferre,  et  alteri  dare,  nequaqnam  possit,  et  valeat 

xiv.  sBitmuiC  quoqne  non  patiatnr  qnenquam  sacerdotnm  coram  judicio  ttecnlari, 
saltern  in  persona  refi,  comparer*,  et  multo  minus  ipse  compareat:  eos  vera  aacer- 
dotes,  qui  taliter  in  persona,  rea  comparuerint,  mox  ab  omni  ministerio  ecclesiastico 
snspendat,  neque  ea  causa  suspensum  qnovis  modo  ad  officii  nti  excusationera  ad- 
mittat,  sed  eum  ad  nos,  vel  vicarium  nostrum,  cum  plena  facti  infbrmatione,  punien- 
dum  remittat. 

xv.  Singulo  quoqne  semestri,  OttanuK  enm  camerario,  et  si  ita  ei  visum  fuerit,  uno 
atqtte  altera  'ex  prudennoribus  sui  districtus  ortanalitf  preabytero,  sibi  adjuncto, 
omnes  acholaa,  ut  supra  in  titulo  de  privatis  scholia,  sancitnm  est,  nee  non  ecclesias 
et  sacella  consecrata  sui  btfsiutnti  visitet,  atque  omnia,  qure  in  iis,  juxta  canonea  et 
constitutiones  nostras  synodales,  tarn  in  spirituanbus,  qnam  temporalibus  emendanda 
judicaverit,  si  tamen  ilia  leviora  sint,  emendariqne  ab  eo  valeant.  Si  qua  vero  gra- 
viore.  sint,  et  ab  illo  emendari  non  possint,  de  illis  nobis,  seu  vicario  nostro  referat 

xvi.  Et  insuper  non  solum  viaitationis,  sed  alio  quoennqne  tempore  diligenter 
i  et  camerarius,  qua;  in  sui  oeranatiifl  templis,  eacellis,  et  oratoriia 
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ant  pictune  et  imagines :  et  a  quid  contra  catholicam  religionem,  ecclesLcque 
decorem,  sculpt  am,  depiclumve  repereriut,  id  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro  ngnificent, 
quo  illi  rei  opportunum  remedium  jnato  tempore  adMbere  valeamus ;  insolitaa  autem 
pictures  vel  stataas  in  ecclesiis  fieri,  una  nostro,  Tel  vicarii  nostri  judicio,  non  per- 
mittant,  nt  in  his  veteris  ecele&ffi  decorum,  sacrarumqne  historiaram  Veritas,  et 
imaginum  honestas,  maturiore  deliberatione  circa,  eas  pnecedente,  conservetur. 

xviL  CeHerom  quod  ad  cathedraticum,  primarios  fractua,  aubsidia  charitativa,  et 
reliqna  ejus  generis  attinet,  bttantU  cum  camerario,  in  ilka,  qua?  circa,  eoram  exac- 
tionem  antiquitim  sunt  observata,  se  fideles  et  diligentes  pnestent,  adhibito  etiam,  si 
necessitas  id  postulet,  ne  eccleaa  auo  jure  privetnr,  arrestationis  remedio. ' 

itid.  Btcanatnam  quorunrvia  clerici  snia  Dtcantfi  obediaut,  et  ad  tsaitaltttt  vocati 
compareant :  si  vero,  quo  minus  verdant,  legitime  impediantar,  ezcasatores  mittant, 
bltSMK  visitantes  adjnvent,  vitia  et  defeclus,  de  qnibos  interrogabnntar,  bona  fide 
indicent  -.  si  ab  eia  de  aliqua  re  admoneantnr,  sen  corripiantur,  vel  quid  iDis  man- 
dator, com  reverentia  se  morigeros  exhibeant,  de  debitis  a  Dtcaao,  vel  camerario 
admoniti  satisfaciant  Eos  namque,  qui  at  inobedientes  et  rebelles  nobis  delati,  et 
convicti  roerint,  gravi  poena  arficiemus. 

in.  Ne  res  et  bona  &  dericis  derelicts,  ab  inhiaatibns  rebus  alienu,  drripi&nrar, 
injnngimns  imam*  nostris,  eamque  tacnltatem,  nsqne  ad  revocationem  nostrum,  eis 
concedimoi,  nt  quam  primum  aliquis  clericna  diem  rite  smc  elanserit  extremum, 
UtrairM,  in  cujns  districtu  defunctas  habitant,  vel  si  ei  non  vacaverit,  catnerarins,  ant 
aliquis  ex  quatnor  consiliariis  capituli,  jussu  bromi,  adjnncto  ribi  scriba  tanitult,  vel 
notario  publico,  si  euro  habere  possit,  atqne  dnobns  testibua  dericis,  vel  si  non  adslnt, 
laicis,  omnes  et  singulas  res  et  bona,  per  eundem  derelict*,  nostro  nomine  in  inven- 
tarium  fideliter  redigat,  et  in  sequestrum,  sen  arrestum  ponat,  donee  de  veria  et 
legitimis  hseredibua  constiterit :  pro  qnibus  laborious  httredes  defunct)  Ottawa,  notario, 
sen  scribte,  competenter  satisfucere  teneantnr:  ubi  antem  de  dividend*  bsreditate 
inter  hacredes  non  convenrret,  ant  alias  eorundem  bonorum  derelictortun  nomine, 
inter  aliquos  controveraia  oriretur,  tunc  bttsnuf!  de  iis  rebus  conten denies,  ad  con- 
sietorium  nostrum,  pro  eonaequemU  jiistitia  remittal. 

xx.  Et  cum  nos  de  longissima  consuetudine  ab  aliquot  aeculis  introductA,  in  bonis 
mobilibus  et  iramobilibus  omnium  clericorum  civitaris  et  duEcesis  nostras,  ex  thoro 
illegitimo  natorum,  jus  soccedendi  habeamus :  omnibus  et  singulis  Detain*  et  came- 
rariis  ejusdem  dicecesis  nosutB  mandamus,  ut  quilibet  QtttKtl*  se  de  natalibua  quo- 
rumcunqne  clericorum  sui  BrtanatfiB  dibgenter  infbrmet,  et  si  qnoaennque  ex  eisdem 
natalitun  defectum  pati  repererit,  una  cum  eorundem,  et  ecclesiarum,  quibus  mini- 
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strait,  nominibus,  nobis  quantociiis  propalare  stodeat,  et  qoamprinium  ipsk  Decani* 
et  cunetuiu,  utrisque  vel  alteris  eomndem,  de  morte  ulicujus  clerici  illegitim£  uati 
constiterit,  qutecunque  bona  per  earn  derelicta,  eo  modo,  qno  in  proxime  pnecedenti 
capite  dictum  est,  in  mventarium  conscribant,  atque  sub  finno  arreato,  auctoritate 
nostra  ponant,  ant  poni  faciant;  inbibentes  omnibus,  ne  eadem  diatrahant,  ant 
alienent,  vel  in  usub  mqob  convertant ;  et  interim  talis  preabyteri,  sen  clerici  obitnm 
nobis,  vel  eigillifero  nostra,  absque  mora  inamuent,  et  notificent  Secns  raeientea, 
volumue  ipso  fecto  ab  officiis  auis  esse  suspensos,  donee  &  nobis,  vel  vicario  noetro, 
abaolntionia  benefidnm  obtinere  meruerint. 

zxi.  Ne  autem  6  c  tan  I  tot  tantisque  laborious  soli  graventnr,  volumus  et  mandamus 
et  cnjualibet  regiuncul«  camerarius,  vel  eo  impedito,  senior  ex  quatuor  consiliariis 
(qui  in  omnibus  capitulis  bitanl*  adjungi  solent  et  debent)  sui  btcani  perpetuus 
vkarius,  cooperariua,  et  adjutor  tit,  eaqne  omnia,  qua)  DtcnnttS,  infirmitate,  necesaaria 
absentia,  vel  alia  juata  causa  impeditua,  facere  non  potest,  camerarius,  vel  senior 
consiliarius,  brcsnt  tamen  praacitu,  consilio,  et  juaau,  perficiat,  et  expediat,  atque 
oetano  in  omnibus  rebus  licitis  et  honestia  obediennam  pnestet.  Generaliter  autem 
omnug,  camerarius,  et  senior  consiliarius,  non  tantum  ea,  qua?  sparsim  bine  inde  in 
hisce  constitution!  bus,  eis  injuncta  sunt,  sed  Teliqua  omnia,  qniaque  in  suo  diatrict.u, 
fideliter  et  pro  viribns  exequatur :  iidem  qooque  ad  futures  ajnodos  vocati  compa- 
reant,  diligenterque  invigilcnt,  nt  parochi  subditos  suos  doceant,  corrigaut,  et  veluti 
fideles  pastores,  in  via  catholics  doctrinre  contineant,  ne  irregularitate  contracta 
miaistrent,  neve  in  foro  conseientjte,  in  dubiis  reapondeant,  nisi  peritiures  priua  in 
consilium  adhiboerint ;  ad  base  ut  ab  extondonibus  et  exactionibua  illicitis  et  insolitia 
abstineant,  et  libertatem  eccksiasticam,  quantum  in  eis  est,  tueantur :  ad  qua  omnia 
camerarii,  nedum  in  enis  capEtuKtf,  veriim  etiam  hie,  coram  vicario  nostra  in  spirt- 
tualibns,  quam  primum  quisque  post  electtonem  antral,  ad  reddendam  rationem  officii 
aui,  vel  ob  alia  negotia  hue  venerit,  juramento  se  astringere  debent. 

xxii,  Postremo  bftatti  et  camerarii  singulis  annis  adtniniatralionuni  snarum  coram 
nobis,  vel  vicario,  et  aliis  officialibus  nostris,  ad  quorum  oflkda  id  spectat,  ridelem  et 
sinceram  rationem  reddere  teneantur :  et  quamvis  ipsi  ad  ea  omnia  pneatanda  ex 
officio  et  vigore  juramenti,  quod  facere  consueverunt,  aatricti  sunt,  nos  nihUominus 
debits  gratitndinia  memores,  si  se  diligentes,  aeduloa,  et  fideles  in  suis  officiis  exhi- 
bnerint,  omnem  eis  gratiam  et  promotionem,  cuivia  labori  et  diligentia?,  nostri  causa 
auscepaa,  condigaam  et  coTrespondentem  pollicemnr. 

xxiii.  Sed  quandoqnidem  apnd  quosdam  nerandiasimna  ille  abuaua  invaluit,  nt 
plerumque  indignoa,  et  maximis  vitiia  irretitoa,  in  octanes  eligant,  quo  minus  illi  alios 
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reprehendendi,  compiendiqne  habeant  oecasionero  j  iddrco  dim  hoc  pneaeati  statnto, 
viwtatoribuB  nostra  apedalibus,  in  quosvis  dislrictus  sen  capftula  brevi  ablegundis, 
com  mittimus,  et  mandamus,  ut  qnam  primum  in  aliqood  capftulum  perveneiint,  de 
vita,  habilitate,  et  aptitudiae  titcanf,  et  etiam  alionun  confratrnm  capitularium  dili- 
ffenteT  iaquirant,  et  de  eo,  qnod  in  tali  inqnisitione  repererint,  nos,  Tel  vicarium 
nostrum  certiores  reddant  Tom  nos,  vel  idem  vicarius  noater,  si  et  uostro,  et  visita- 
torum  judicio,  otcanunt  minus  idoueum  invenerimua,  eundem  ab  officio  deponemus, 
et  caaitulo  rnandabimus,  ut  dignum  et  idoneum  etigat,  sobisque  confirm  nudum  pne- 
sentet  In  qui  confirmation*:  ea,  qua  supra  in  prresenti  titulo,  capite  tertio  definite 
stmt,  atricte  et  ad  amussim  observari  voluntas. 

CC.  Germanic,  Tom.  vn.  p.  548 — 555. 


SECT.  VI.— BtottKt  of  EltiMftaM. 

Office  and  Jurament  of  Beans  ftuial  in  the  Diocese  of  Eichstadt, 
by  Bishop  John  Martin,  A.D.  mdxlvii. 

SCCWNI  rural**,  qui  juxta  autiquam  consuetudinem  per  dkeceain  nostram 
constitutam,  debent  offidum  auum  fideliter  exequi,  et  implere,  pront  in  antiquia 
statutis  continetur.  Sic  tamen  nullus  in  betanum  walrm  electua  ante  confirma- 
tionem  a  nobis,  vel  vicario  nontro  obtentam  6*  ana  til*  hujusmodi  offidum  presumat 
quovis  modo  exercere.  Similiter  nee  possint  Decani,  vel  camerarii  a  fratribns  deponi, 
aut  alias  libere  cedere,  nisi  rennntiationia,  cesaionis,  vel  depositionis  causa  sufficieus 
coram  nobis,  vel  vicario  uostro  fiierit  oatensa  et  dedncta.  Debet  autem  gtramt* 
III ta(i#  toliter  in  dioacesi  nostril  constitutus  in  prindpio  sub  receptionis  jurare,  Tel 
saltern  fide  data  promittere  vice  et  loco  juramenti,  quod  infra  scriptoa  articnloa  sine 
rraude  et  dolo  observabit. 

Primo,  quod  domino  episcopo  Eystetensi  obediens  existat,  ejusque  mandata,  et 
suorum  jndicum  reverenter  accipiat,  atqtie  cum  benevolenlia  pro  posse  sue  efficadtir 
adimpleat;  et  juxta  offidum  suum  fideliter  exequatur.  Item,  quod  CoratUutiotut 
SynodaUt  per  episcopoa  Eystetenses  factaa,  editaa,  vel  approbataa  firmiter  observe!, 
et  ab  alns  confratribus  sui  brcariatuS  jubeat  inviolabiliter  observari,  illud  etiam 
observabont  Decani  ruraUst,  ut  quandocunqne  juxta  consuetudinem  autiquam  pres- 
byteri,  aut  clerici  alicnjus  ottinatus  semel  aut  bis  in  anno  conveniunt,  eis  non  oon- 
cedant  recedendi  licentiam,  nisi  coram  omnibus  illins  btcanatufi  clericis  hsH;  pressentia 
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Synodalia  Statuta  pubtice  lecta  fuerint,  at  sic  per  repetUam  notitiam  ad  eorundem 
obaerviuttiam  effinacitis  inducantur.  Si  quid  etiam  queeationis  et  diffienllatU  magna? 
in  clero  illo  emenerit,  et  preecipue  de  his  qui  concubinatua  puhlici,  vel  aliia  enor- 
mibus  crimiinbus,  pnta  hwresis,  irregularitatis,  apostasie,  sunonise,  perjurii  notorii,  et 
■unuibua  sunt  irratiti,  ant  alias  scandalum  grave  generant  in  popnlo,  hoc  absque 
mora  infra  unius  mensis  spatiuin  noBtria,  vel  vicarii  nostri  auribus  curent  intimare, 
alktquln  secits  negligenter  facjentea  pcenA  suspensionis  i  divinis,  et  pecuniariA,  vide- 
licet viginti  quinque  florenorum  de  Rheno  absque  remissions  muktabimua. 

CC.  Go-mania,  Tom.  v.  p.  374. 


SECT.  VI J.~ Bicu*e  of  Jf tegaingtu. 

Articles  op  Visitational  Inquiry  for  Deans  l&ucal  of  the  Diocese  of 
Frbtsinqen,  by  Bishop  Sixths  de  Tannberq,  AD.  mcccclxx v. 

WE&Wflt  vuralw  infra  Pasche  et  Pentecostes  festa  proxime  future  adjuncts  sibi 
testibus  synodalibus  viaitabunt  parochias  becanatfia  sui,  et  recepto  juramento  &  pie- 
banis,  eoram  domesticia  capellanis,  et  ab  aliis  honeatis  et  gravibus  viria  parochiarutn 
querent  de  infra  scriptis : — 

Primo.  De  vita,  soentii,  et  moribus  regentis  ecclesiam.     Et  an  bene  prreeit  domui 

Secundi.  Quomodo  ecclesia  provisa  ait  circa  sacraments  et  reservatoria  sacra- 
meutoram  ? 

Ter&d.  Quomodo  provisa  sit  libris,  calieibus,  patenia,  corporalibus,  sacria  vestibua, 
et  orcatibus,  et  an  ilia  munda  teneantur  ?  Et  si  delectus  in  bis  ait,  an  fabrics 
eccleatK  sufficiat  ad  ilia  reparanda  ?  Et  an  singulis  mendbus  viaticum  pro  infirmis 
denuo  consecreturP 

Quarto.  An  ecclesia  sit  in  debitis  ?  et  an  rector  eecleaue  alienaverit,  vel  obligaverit 
ad  tempos,  vel  ad  vitam  bona  eccleaue  ?    et  qualera  familiam  habeat  ? 

Item,  an  sit  taberuarius,  losor,  vel  abas  mali  exempli?  et  an  singulis  diebus 
dominicis  legat  missas,  et  pnedicet  popnlo  ?  et  an  ad  hoc  aptos  libros  habeat  ?  et 
an  sit  in  debitis  7  et  an  missas  fundatas,  et  aliis  de  jure  vel  consuetudine  debitas 
cum  devotione,  et  honeste  persolvat? 

Ittm  videatnr  liber  ipaiua,  quo  utitur  in  conferendis  et  administraudis  sacramentis. 
Et  e  s  amine tur,  si  sciat  formas  sac  ram  en  to  ram  ? 
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Item,  si  ecclesia  regitur  per  vicarium,  qnajratur  prtecipne,  si  pastor  sibi  frnctus  in 
toto  vel  in  parte  reservuverit  ?  ant  ecclesiam  cam  omnibus  friictibns  eidem  locaverit? 
et  an  excesdvum  censum  solvat  ?  et  an  gravet  subditoa  in  reciniendia  reinediis,  vel 
aliis  juribuB  parochialibus  ?  et  an  cooperatonbus  et  r»pi»riaiii«  debiloni  salarinm 
•Dint? 

Pneterei  inquiratar  de  formatis  vicariorum,  sodorum  divinorum,  et  capeUanorum : 
et  si  sint  de  alien*!  dicecesi,  an  sint  recepti  juxta  atatntnm  de  clerieis  peregrinis. 

Item,  qossrator  de  vitricia  ecclesiarum,  an  singulis  minis  ranonem  reddant  plebano, 
et  communitati  parochue?  El  an  habeant  cistam  com  tribus  clavibus,  in  quam 
pecnnias  fabrics  deponant  juxta  stntntum  provineiale?  et  si  non  habeant,  ut  de  his 
prorideaut?     Et  quod  lumen  assidue  circa  Corpus  Dominicum  ardeat? 

Item,  qiueratur,  an  in  parochift  sint  usnrarii  manifesti,  vel  aliis  publics  criminibus 
irretiti :  et  de  aliis  etiani  fiat  inquisitio,  qute  videnttir  reformanda  ? 

la  prsmissis,  quae  possunt  commode  reformare,  reforment,  et  de  per  se  actis,  et 
reform  an  din,  per  totum  mensem  Junii  proxime  futurum  domino  Pnesidenti  ratiooem 
reddant,  et  majors  ad  illius,  vel  vicarii  ejus  notitiam  deducant 

CC.  Germamtt,  Tom.  v.  p.  503. 


SECT.  vm.~»tM«jM  of  Ofanrato;. 

Institution  of  Btan«  Rural  in  the  Diocese  op  Osnaburo,  by  Cardinal 
Francis  William,  Bishop  op  Osnaburo,  A.D.  siocxxx. 

I. — Dt  Distinctionk  DuBCEsrs  Osnabhxjgensih  in  csrtas  RboiunculaS, 
bed  Dttnutuis. 

CUM  noa  ex  debito  Bolicitndinis  nostra  episcopalia,  earn  merito  curam  anscipere 
debeamua,  quomodo  dkecesis  nostra  satis  ampUe,  et  vie iu arum  regionum  eeclesiasticffi 
jurisdiction!  nostra-  subjectarnm  accessione,  magis  dilatata>,  cum  prudenti  oircum- 
spectione  ac  distributions  particularium  quarundam  solicitudinum  ac  industriarum, 
racifiorem  posdmus  reddere  rationem  ac  curam,  nulla  nobis  snecurrit  ratio  melior, 
quam  que  olim  exemplo  Movsis  demonstrata,  jure  eccleaiuatico  approbata,  et  k  mnltis 
retro  archie  piacopos  Coloniensibus  tanquam  metropolitania,  aliiaque  prteaulibus,  per 
chrisaanum  orbem  ante  multa  sa>cula  suscepta,  et  pro  idoneo  medio  conaervanda? 
disciplines  ecclesiastics;,  maxime  inter  pastores  (a.  quorum  exemplo  populi  probitas 
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dependet)  existimata  fiut,  nempe  ut  dioeceaia  nostra  in  eertas  regiones  et  quasi  classes 
dintiiiguatiir,  quarum  unaqraeque  certain  et  determinatum  parochianim  nnmerum 
contineat,  quibns  turns  ex  pastoribuB,  casteria  vitS  et  doctrine  excellentiDr  pra>ficiatur, 
qnem  bttanum  rutaltra  vulgo  appellare  silent,  qui  prscipnam  gaper  alios  curam,  et 
in  certis  casibua  auctoritatem  habeat  ampliorem,  ac  cieterorum  presbyteroram  per 
diversaa  parochias  habitantium  vitam  jugi  circmnscriptione  custodial,  et  quit  quiaque 
industrial  divinnm  opus  exereeat,  nobis  renanclet,  minora  emendet,  cuncta  tamen  ad 
noa  referat,  nee  aliquid  contra  nostrum  decretum  ordinate  pnesumut,  ut  in  nulla 
titubet  eeclesiastica  solicituda.  Cujus  rei  cum  nos  in  synodo  nostra  majore,  anno 
mUlesimo  sexcenteaimo  vigesimo  octavo  celebratfi,  spem  atque  expectation  em  excita- 
verimus,  eandem  nunc,  quantum  in  nobis  est,  perficere  cupientes,  statuimua  et  ordi- 
namus,  ut  postbae  in  epiacopatu  nostro  Osnabrufrensi,  et  locis  dioeceaans  jurisdiction! 
nostra?  subjectis,  subsequentes  regionnm,  aeu  decanatuum  distributiones  observentur. 

II. — Designations  Setanatuum. 

III. — De  Constitution  Bctanorom  KUraUunt. 
Ut  vero  luee  res  melioribna  auBpiciis  inchoetur,  nos  in  singulis  tjttanatiljus,  sen 
regionibos  supradictis  aliquem  nominamus  et  constituimus,  qnem,  audita  aliorum 
testimoniia,  existimamua  aptiorem.     Sunt  autem  sequentes  (Nomina  5)«anorurn). 

TV. — De  buccebsiva  Mltatione  et  Nohinatione  Becanorum. 

An  hujus  vero  rei  firmitatem  ac  perpetuitatem  conservandam,  volumus  posthac 
singulo  triennio  ante  quadragesimalem  synodum,  circa  Dominicam  Tnnocimit,  ex 
pastoribus  nniuscujusque  CeratlatuB  onum  magis  idoneum  nominare,  qui  profession  em 
fidei  in  synodo  post  Dominicam  Oculi  publice  emittet,  ac  fidelitatis  juramentum  pra> 
stabit,  quibus  prsviis  illi  confirm  a  tionem  in  scrip  lo  dari  carabimus. 

Constitntus  vero  Ijtcanuft  in  alteram  etiam  triennium,  si  ex  rationabilibus  cauris  ita 
nobis  videbitnr,  continuari  potent.  Si  qnia  vero  IKcatruS  ante  trieunium  moriatur, 
alius  k  nobis  surrogabitur. 

V.— Fouma  JuaAHBNTi  Befanomm  Kuralium. 
Goo  N.  &c.  juro  et  promitto,  quod  reverendiss.  et  illustrisu.  domino  Episcopo  Osna 
brugensi,  et  ejus  successoribua  canonice  intrandbns,  fidelis  et  obediens  ero,  et  ejusdem 
reverendissimi  episcopi,  et  ejus  ecclesue  commoda  promovebo,  et  damna  avertam, 
atque  officium  ttcanatu*,  et  commissa  mibi  ac  mandate  fideliter  exeqnar,  absque 
omni  dolo  et  fraude.     Sic  me  Deus,  &c. 

VOL.  II.  X 
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-Dk  Officio  Bttanorum  fturalium. 
i.  WfCKtiifi  ravalfbufi  in  primis  commendata  sint  omnia,  qua?  in  canonibu 


Byuodalibus,  ac  provincial'!  bus,  de  officio,  vit4,  et  honestate  parocfaomm,  sacerdotum, 
et  clericorum  sunt  prtescripta,  et  ut  ea  in  seipsis  exhibeant,  et  in  aliis  sua*  regiancola? 
existentibus  pastoribus  obeervent  ac  requirant 

n.  Ad  Qftsnt  mtflliS  offieinm  pertinet,  bis  in  anno  ante  synodutn  diceceaanam, 
nimirum  mense  Pebrnario  et  Septembri,  ad  eongregationem  communem,  sen  tapf- 
tulum  suos  pastores  couvocare  ;  ecclesias  parochiales,  capellaa,  sacrisnas,  sepultures, 
ccemeteria,  uospitalia,  parochoram,  aliommque  clericorum  sdea  ac  familias,  et  alia  pia 
loca  districtus  sui,  qnotannu  simul,  ana  cam  camerarirj,  vel  aHo  adjuitcto  vniitare  ac 
diligenter  inapicere,  idqae  curare,  at  sarta  tecta  serventnr,  et  qua)  ad  drrnram  cnltnm 
sunt  necessaria,  vasa  sacra,  ornamenta,  vestes,  libri,  rectc  et  integre  sao  loco  et  online 
conserventar. 

in.  Diligenter  quoqae  inquirant  in  jura  et  bona  eccleaiaatica  mi  bnanatud,  an 
recti  ad  minis trentur  et  conserventar  ?  An  ex  lis  aliquid  alienatoni  ait,  aut  ab  aliis 
usurpetur  ?  An  ecclesia  aliqua  turbctur,  dcbitia  oneretur,  litibui  implicetur,  cum 
quibus,  et  ex  qua  causa  P 

iv.  Pneterea  solicite  ac  prod  enter,  de  pastorum,  sacerdotum,  custodum,  Iudi- 
magistroTum,  sedituorum,  seu  provisornm  ac  ministrorum  ecclens  vita  ac  conver- 
satione  inquirant :  niim  scilicet  illi  in  functionibns  suis,  celebratione  missaram,  verbi 
divini  predications,  sacramentoruin  administratione,  catechismi  doctrina,  horanun 
persolutione,  decentiB.  mornm,  victus  ac  vestitus  ratione,  etadii  assiduitute,  et  alii  simi- 
liter pro  ratione  fanctionia  suaa  officio  sao  satisfariant,  ac  quid  ubique  locorum  deait 
aut  desideretur,  accurate  considerent,  at  ea  ad  nostram  cogiiitionem  referre  posaint 

v.  Demiim  graviores  cleri  et  populi  ezcessus,  ac  crimina  publica,  quibus  ecclesia 
scandalizator,  btcanl  ad  nos  referent,  ut  mature  scandalis  obviare,  et  hujusmodi  mala, 
antequam  latins  serpant,  e  medio  tollerc  valeamus. 

vi.  Btcani*  mralibu*  serio  euam  commeadatur  et  injuogitor,  ut  qua  de  libris 
baptismalibus  et  matrimouialibus,  nominibua  commonicantinm,  et  id  uegligentiam, 
post  Pascba  nobis,  aut  nostra  vicario  desiguandia,  in  pnecedentibtu  synodis  prssscripta 
snnt,  in  praxis  redigi  cnrent 

vii.  Com  contigeiit  aliquem  ex  parochis,  cnrads,  aut  cooperatoribus  segrotare, 
DtCBXi  eat  eundem  inviaere,  eamque  solicitudinem  adhibere,  ne  quicquam  illi  deait  ex 
iis,  quffi  ad  anims  sen  corporis  coram  epectant.  Si  eomm  quispiam  obierit,  rerum 
relictarum  per  se,  vel  camerarram,  ant  onum  ex  deputatis  pastoribus,  adjancto  noterio 
(si  baberi  possit)  et  tribus  testibus  inventarium  conficiet,  eaaqne  obngoabit,  ut  piia 
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legatis,  et  aliis  creditoribns  de  Bolutione  debitorum  cautum  sit,  atque  omnia  registra 
et  monumenta  ecclesias  vel  pastoratils  in  tuns  eornndem  conserventur,  nee  in  aliorum 
manibus  relinquantar,  etiam  sab  prajtextu,  quod  iis  ad  executionem  testamenti  indi- 
geatur,  quibus  tamen  pro  necessitate  copia  dabitur. 

viii.  Qua*  autem  btcaiti  in  tapitultjS  ac  visitationibus  qaotannis  f'ecerint,  curaverint, 
cognoverint,  ea  omnia  per  camerahnm  scripto  comprehendant,  nt  requuiti  diUgenoam 
suam  comprobare  possint  t  bia  vero  singulis  ftnnis,  scilicet  ante  quadragesimalem  et 
autumnalem  synodum,  rauaeris  sni  rationem,  vel  coram,  vel  scripto  nobin,  aut  nostra 
in  spnitualibiu  vicario  feciant,  et  que  ipsia  mandabuntur,  ceteris  pastoribns  et  sub* 
dins  nostris  tempestive  ac  mature  insuiuabunt;  in  negligentes  privatione  bcranat&g, 
ant  aliis  peeuia  aniiuadvertemus. 

VII. — Db  CoMORiaiTiONiBua  Capitulobum. 

i.  Cohqbeoationks  capitulato  annis  singulis  bis  habeantur,  ante  aynodum  qua- 
dragesimalem et  autumnalem,  die  aliqua  minime  impeditfi.  Convenient  vero  ad 
cHationem  ofcaaf  omnia  istins  diatrictos  parochi,  saceUani,  et  cleric*,  ac  regulares,  si 
qui  ad  coram  animarum  admissi  sunt,  ad  locum  a  Dltano  desigtiatnm,  qui  vel  ecclesia 
erit,  vel  aacristia,  vel  domus  paatoralis,  ant  aUerius  ecclesiastici  viri.  Qui  adesse  noa 
poterunt,  legitime  impediti,  excusationes  suas  et  causes  scripto  proferant,  sub  p<enft 
arbitrarifi. 

ii.  Operas  vero  pretinm  eat,  ut  convenientes,  tanquam  ad  rem  aeriam  aceesauri,  per 
confessionem  aacramentalem  expiati  ac  pneparati,  in  loco  tapitulari  pridie  compareant, 
nisi  qnidam  tam  prope  babitent,  ut  eodem  die  tempestive  accedere  possiut 

in.  Cumcrariufl  id  curabit,  ut,  obi  tapUalnm  celebrabitar,  adventibua  paatoribus  de 
hoapitiis  honestis,  ipaorum  tamen  -umptibus,  provideatur. 

iv.  Ipso  die  captnilt  celebrandi  sacrum  pro  fratribna  et  beneractoribns,  tam  vivis, 
quam  defunctis,  et  alteram  de  S.  Spiritn  ab  bia,  qui  a,  bttam  prannoniti  sunt,  cele- 


v.  Sacro  finito,  fiat  progressus  ad  locum  cap ttttll,  ubi  omnibus  ordine  considentibus 
postquam  tMfaitua  (qui  tanquam  caput  congrcgnuonia  directionem  actionum  canftu- 
larnut  babet)  abseatium  exensationes  audiverit,  omnes  aasurgentes  in  genua  procum- 
bent, ad  imaginem  crncinsi,  qun  in  menaa  ponctm*.  aut,  si  in  ecclesia  cetebretur 
rapitulum,  ad  altare  conversi,  alternatlm  recitabunt  hy mnttm,  Pent  Creator  Spiritui,  &c. 
Dt.ano  collectam  de  S.  Spiritn,  et  pro  Romano  epiacopo  anbjnngente. 

vi.  Ad  has  congTegationes  tapirulatia  nemo,  sive  clericus,  nisi  de  gremio  cnaitulf, 
nee  qnispiam  laicna,  sub  quocunqne  etiam  pratextu,  accedet,  ant  aamittetnr. 
x  2 

Digitized  b> G00g[C 


308  «ppn*tjr.~  Continental  Bonrmoit*.  [Part  I. 

TO.  Considentibus  iteruro  eongregatis,  a  DtCIWO  proponetur,  si  quid  ipei  auujnlariter 
niandatum  ant  injnnctum.  fuerit,  ac  pro  temporis  ratione  pnelegetur,  vel  dicetur 
aUqnid  de  his,  qu*e  ad  pastornm,  sacerdotnm,  ant  clericormn  vitam  et  officia  pertinent 

vm.  Deinde  inquiretur,  si  quod  gravamen  persona;  ecclesiastics:,  vel  loco,  vel  bene- 
ficio  ait  imposituin,  vel  lis  oliqua  mota,  nnde  pericalum  timeatnr? 

ii.  Si  quia  iatius  regiuncula;  clericos,  vel  etiam  laicus,  alteriaa  potentia  innoceater 
prematnr,  cui  merito  auxilium  ferendum  sit  P 

x.  Si  in  districtu  quispiam  sit  vagus  et  ignotua,  qui  sine  legitimt  institntione  et 
approbatione,  divinia  et  Bacramentoram  admin  istrationi  se  ingerat? 

zi.  Si  qmspiam  parochua  ant  sacellanua,  particnlare  gravamen  quoad  munerU  sui 
executiouem,  expertus  sit  ? 

in.  Si  ullue  pastor,  ant  beueficiatus  in  ista  regiuncula  sit,  in  quo  desideretnr 
honestas  clericalis,  in  vitfi,  moribus,  atudiis,  doctrinft,  babitu,  famitift? 

xiii.  Si  in  ista  regiuncula  suit  bjeretid,  schismatici,  apostate,  concnbinarii,  turpiter, 
impie,  ac  acandalose  in  peccatis  publicis  viventes,  aut  de  his,  et  aliia  publicis  crimi- 
nibna  suspecti  aut  difikmati,  qnos  ipse  diligenter  notabit  ac  inainnabit ;  borum  vero, 
ant  aimilium  crimumrn  examinationi,  discussioni,  ant  correctioni,  vel  notabilium 
rerum  definition!  tucam  nnllateniis  aese  immisceant ;  quod  nnlla  ipsis  jnrisdictionis 
competat  anctoritaa,  aed  solum  ministerii  et  officii  industria,  et  ad  snperiores 
relatio. 

xiv.  His  peractia,  Set  aim*  vel  pneleget,  vel  pwelegi  curabit  ex  synodalibua  cousti- 
twtjonibus  ilia,  qme  ad  pastures,  sacerdotes,  ac  eorum  officia  apectant ;  et  si  inter 
legendum  occurret,  de  quo  pneaentes,  vel  eorum  aliqiiem  monendum,  ant  infor- 
mandum  pntet,  id  breviter  et  efficociter  faciei ;  ac  deinde  csnitulaxts  acdones  per 
convenientes  preces  concludet,  snbjungetque  orationem  ex  Romano  ponuncaU,  Nulia 
ett  Domine,  etc.,  que  babetur  in  csereinonm  synodi  Oauabnigausia,  anni  mUlesuni 
sexcenteauni  vigeaimi  noni. 

xv.  Qtue  in  his  tapitnHs  propoaita  et  acta  sunt,  camerariua  in  libmm  pecunarera 
referet,  ad  memoriam  et  direcuoucm  necessariani. 

svi.  In  his  consnitiontonj  tanitmlarHmjl,  nt  symbola  fratema  et  honesta  consti- 
tuantur,  pwesertim  pro  iis,  qui  procul  parochiis  absunt,  nee  intra  tres  aut  qnatnor 
horaa  domnm  mam  pertingere  poaannt,  non  videtur  improbandum. 

ivn.  Illud  taroen  caveudum  eat,  se  hnjuamodi  convenrjonea,  ant  prandia,  in  cau- 
ponft  vel  diveraorio,  sed  in  domo  rjttani,  ant  alterins  pastoris,  vel  eeclenaatioi  viri 
aerventur,  ac  valde  sobria,  moderata,  et  succincta  sint,  nee  ullus  ad  ea  admittatur, 
nisi  qui  sit  de  congregatis  tapitult. 
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xviii.  Hujus  collationis  sumptus,  absentes  com  prteeentibus  si  mill  tolerabunt,  et  si 
quia  notabilis  excessus  admisaus  faerit,  ilium  titcanua  nobis  denanciare  tenebitar,  sub 
poena  arbitraria. 

xix.  Ad  vitandara  vera  inanitatem  ac  superfluitatem  otioai  sermonis,  initio  mensm 
sacra  lectio,  de  officio  pastorum,  ex  probata  auctore  insert  poterit,  per  jimiorem  inali- 
tutionc  pastorem,  qui  etiam  in  nmSmticmibus  (anitulaributf  ostiarium  aget 

xx.  Omnes  vera  paetores,  et  prasentes  alii  sacerdntes,  ad  silentium  et  aecretom 
capttttli  debitum  obligati  erunt,  aab  poena  arbitraria. 

xxl  BfCanfs  suispastores  et  clerici  debitam  reverentjam  et  obedientiam  exhibeant, 
ad  (apttnlvm  vocati  compareant,  ant  legitimas  anas  excusationes  mittant,  de  vitiis, 
erroribua,  defectibns  et  criminibus  interrogati,  respondeant,  correctiones  libenter 
auscipiant,  mandatis  obtemperent,  inobedientes  ac  rebellea,  quos  ad  uos  deferri  volu- 
mus,  gravi  posna  compescemos. 

CC.  Germamte,  Tom.  ix.  p.513— 516. 


SECT.  IX.— Siectjft  of  Vugta. 

Abtici.es  of  Inquiry  for  Archdeacons,  Deanfl  Bural,  and  other  Church-Vibitors 
of  the  Diocese  of  Prague,  by  Archbishop  Anthony  de  Muolitio,  A.D.  mdlxv. 

Articuli  Archidiaconis,  Secant*,  et  ceteris  Ecclesiabtju  Visitatorial  ad 

RENE  UUNUS  VISITATIONS  FERAOBNDUU  NECES9ARII. 

NOTIFICETUIt  omnibus  nostra)  Pragensis  diceceais  aubjectis  clericis,  qnod  nos 
ipsi,  vel  per  nostroa  specialit&r  deputatos  viaitatores,  singulis  annis  semel  singuloa 
tractua  visitoturi  snmua,  et  de  archidiaconorum,  et  C(tanotutn  visitationibni  factis 
diligenteT  inquirituri. 

Archidiacooi  aingulas  suas  parocbiaa  bis  in  anno,  si  id  commode  fieri  potest, 
visitant,  vel  a.  Dttraf*  rationem  visitationis  requirant. 

Steam  bis  ad  minus  in  anno  aubjectas  sibi  parochias  visitant. 

Arcfaidiucotu,  bttaiu,  ant  alii  viaitatores  habeant  eecnm  notarium,  qui  omnia  Hingi- 
latlm,  ac  distinct^  in  visitation  ibus  describat,  vel  ipsi  interrogando  singula  describaut. 

In  visitationibuB  cotrrocentur  in  domum  parocui  alii  presbyteri,  ri  sunt,  et  aliquot 
ex  embus,  vel  oppidania,  sen  rusdeis,  de  quibus  fama  est,  eos  et  catholicos,  et 
probos  viros  esse. 

Istonun  amguli  triiigiUitlm,  ac  diligenter  eiaminentur,  accepto  priiis  juramento  de 
veritate  dicendfl,  et  de  calnmnia,  ad  quod  prestandum  laici  non  sunt  cogendL 
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Priraum  de  ipso  parocho,  sen  seniori  quovis  presbytero,  diligcnter  inquiratur, 
qnomodo  vivat,  et  qute  sit  publics.,  de  ipsius  vitfi,  funs :  qnomodo  officio  sno  fim- 
gatnr  :  imprimis  autem,  an  aliqua  sit  de  eo  liBsreseos  suspicio.  Hac  eadem  ratione  de 
aliifl  presbyteris  (singilatim  temen)  flat  inquisitio. 

De  omnibus,  qiise  in  nnaquaque  parochifl  in  visitando  oetaiti  egerint,  dent  pienam 
suis  arcbidiaeonis  informationem.  Archidiaconi  antem  de  omnibus  fidelit£r  et  exacte 
ad  nrdinnrinm  deferent 

Dent  operam  imprimis  archidiaconi,  et  C««ni,  nt  in  omnibus  eodesas  sana,  et 
orthodox^  doctrina  observetar,  doceatnrque. 

Odia,  si  qan  sunt,  et  iuiimcitin  inter  sacerdotes  alicujus  ecclesixe,  componantar 
omnino  i  visitetoribus :  si  componi  non  poterunt,  is,  qui  author  est  ejus  dissensionis, 
puniatur. 

Omnes  parochi,  et  alii  clerici,  jureot  coram  archidiaconi  s,  vcl  Dttanfc,  in  proximft 
viaitatione,  quod  nnnquam  velint  deserere  catholicam,  et  orthodoxam  religionem,  et 
quod  semper  velint  permanere  in  obedientifi  sni  ordinarii,  et  ejus  legitimornm  suc- 
cessorum, 

Jurent  etiam,  quod  nihil  nnquam  velint  ab  ecclesil  quoquo  modo  alienare,  Deque 
oppignorare,  sed  semper  bona  ecclcsia*  augere ;  et  ea,  que  a  se,  vel  aliis  alienate 
sunt,  quantum  fieri  potest,  recnperare. 

Curent  archidiaconi  per  suos  Ortanos,  nt  invisitadonibus  omnium  parochiarum, 
etiam  vacantium,  et  ab  htereticis  occupatarum  nomina  diligenter  describantnr,  et 
pnebendarum,  sen  aliorum  quorumcunqne  beneflciorum. 

Dent  operam  archidiaconi,  nt  singnlaram  ecclesiarum,  et  prsbendariim,  atque 
altarium  singilatim  omnium  reditns  describantur,  et  nnde  isti  reditns  perdpiantur. 

Archidiaconi  perquirant,  et  describi  curent  reditu*  recenter  ab  ecclesia  alienates,  et 
qua  ratioae,  et  e>  qnibus  alienati  sunt 

Curent  archidiucoiii  et  octant,  suurnUrnm  parodriarum  patronos,  sen  collatores 
kgitimos,  et  aliorum  beneflciorum  describi 

Dent  operam  archidiaconi,  et  per  suos  ottane*  effkiant,  nt  singnlaram  ecclesiarum 
antipendia,  plnvialia,  araatus,  mappas,  calices,  patenas,  crnces  argenteaa,  candelabra, 
libros,  et  cseteram  omnem  ecclesiasticam  snpellecnlem,  describant  diligenter,  distincte, 
ac  fideliter. 

Singulorum  quoque  parochorum,  et  prsbendariornm  nomina  descripta,  cum  its, 
qua  superitis  expressa  sunt,  ad  ordinarium  ab  archidiaconU  deferri  curentnr. 

Nomina  parochorum,  et  vitam,  mores,  an  aint  catholici,  per  omnia  curent  etiam 
describi. 

CC.  Uernianiit,  Tom.  vn.  p.  27, 
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SECT.  X.— Mum  <rf  »arf»non. 

Synodal  Statutes  op  the  Diocesk  of  Ratisbon,  on  the  Oppick  or  9tm  Jftural, 
bt  Bishop  John  dk  Bataria,  A.D.  mdxii. 

QUONIAM  becmi  ntrnl«  pro  singulis  plebibus  et  clericis  ideo  constituuutur,  nt 
illomm  vitam  jngi  drcnmspectione  cnstodiant,  cleri  honestatem,  et  COnfratrom  tttili- 
tatein  proeurent,  excessus  eorom  referent,  mandate  nostra,  vicarii  nostri,  et  alionun 
judicum  debits  exequantur,  ac  singula,  qns  mandantur  a  superioribus,  ad  notitiam 
fratram  dedncant :  quapropUr  in  receptionis  principio  jnrare  debent,  vel  saltern  fidem 
dare  loco  juramenti,  quod  sine  dolo  et  rreude  prtescriptos  articulos  observare  velint, 
et  quod  nobis,  el  snccessoribus  nostria  obedientea  existent,  constitution  es  synodales 
per  episcopos  Ratisbouenses  factas,  et  per  nos  approbates,  seu  innovates  firmiter 
observent,  et  ab  eliia  conrratribns  cujuslibet  bttanntus  respective  jubeant  inviolabi- 
Gter  observari.  Omnes  insuper  et  smgulos  tjccnnos  pnessnti  statuto  jnxta  sacrorum 
canonnm  decreta  in  testes  synodales  constituimus,  et  depntamos  in  finem  et  effectum, 
at  notorios  excessus,  et  pnesertun  illos,  qnibus  ecclesia  scandalizatur,  quorumcunqne 
clericoram,  infra  nnins  mensis  spatinm  a  tempore  nob'tia;  nobis,  sen  vicario  nostro 
notifkent  i  si  quie  verb  negligens  in  hoc  repertns  fuerit,  ab  ingressu  ecclesiu;  suspen- 
datur,  et  officio  bttattali  ipso  facto  sit  privatus.  Pneiuiasis  quoqne  adjidmua  ata- 
tnendo,  nt  nullns  in  Dtramim  rutaltnt  nostra;  dicecesis  electus,  ant  eligendns,  per 
nos,  ant  vicarinm  nostram  nondnm  admissns,  et  confirraatus,  officium  Of  cant  exercere, 
ant  se  becatrom  nominare  qnomodolibet  pr&sumat,  si  quia  autem  seciis  fecerit,  ad 
b*  canst  u  in  hujuamodi  inhabilis  existat;  volumus  antem,  qnatenus  de  cetera  nullns 
efigatur  in  btcanunt,  qui  sit  aliqao  crimine  publico  diffamatua ;  alioquin  eligentes, 
nnt  eft  vice  potestate  eligendi  ipso  facto  privati.  Prteterea  tetania  pnedicUs  snb 
poena  snspensionis  ab  officio  et  beneficio  diatricte  precipimus,  et  mandamus,  qnatenus 
asaumptis  sibi  juratis  confralribua  sui  bttanatng  singulis  annis  circa  festum  omnium 
sanctorum,  vel  alio  tempore  magis  congrno,  omnes  confratres  snos  in  unum  locum 
convocent  causfl  visitationia  habendic,  et  (tec  atatnta  synodalia  aoribus  ipsorum  tunc 
serioaiua  incnlcare  proeurent,  necnon  super  excessibus  eorum  inquirant,  et  sic  inqni- 
sitos,  nosh-is,  sen  vicarii  nostri  auribus  deeerant  infra  mensem.  Lumper  infra  octa- 
vas  omnium  sanctorum  catbedralinm  more  solito  expostnlent,  et  recipiant.  Qui  vero 
cathedralinm  solvere  tenentnr,  solntionem  ipsam  faciant  Of  csno  snb  pcena  dnpli  in 
termino  pr&fato,  una  cum  salariis  nuntiorum,  ad  qucmlibet  propterea.  destinatornm. 
Alioquin  contra  non  solventes,  tarn  ad  pcenam  dnpli  prsdictam,  quam  etiam  ad  alia 
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juris  remedin.  procedi  procul  dabio  fademus.  Qnouiatn  (quod  dolentiir  referimns) 
nonaulli  sacerdotes  contra  canonum  statuta,  com  ad  con&oeatfonM  Dtcanorttn,  vel 
anniversaria  principum,  eiequiaa,  vel  peracuones,  ant  quawcunque  alinm  vocationem, 
ad  collectam  veniunt,  sese  mebriare,  ac  alias  ad  bibendum  cogere,  ct  ad  a>quales 
haustus  obligare  non  verentur  in  grave  scandalum  phirimorum,  ac  auimarum  suarum 
periculum ;  qnapropter  prwseuti  atatuto  singulis  octanis  in  virtute  sancte  obediential 
districte  pnecipiendo  mandamus,  quateniis  omnes  oonfratres  suos  ex  parte  nostril 
diligenttr  moneaut,  et  requirant,  ne  post  peractum  divinum  ininisterium,  in  con- 
temptum  et  irreverentiam  ordinis  clericalia  ita,  ut  prcefrrtur,  ae  mebriare  pnesumant; 
sed  premissa  oratione  ad  necessariam  refectionem  ad  prandium,  et  tabula*  discrete' 
resideant,  nee  planaus  et  riaus  inconditos,  fabulasve  manes,  aut  turpes  jocos,  ibidem 
referant,  sed  nnns  ipsorum  aliquis  de  sacris  literia  ad  mensam  legat :  past  refectionem 
vero  euemplo  Dominico  hymnum  sive  grarias  dicat,  et  se  omnes  contineant  maiime 
in  talibus  locis,  ut  nan  vituperetur  illoriim  ministerium.  Si  vero  quenquam  hoc 
pnesena  nostrum  atatutum  violare  (ad  denuntiationem  Decani,  quam  infra  mensem 
sub  poena  snspensionis  facere  tenetur)  compertum  fuerit,  volumus  enndem  digna 
animudvereione  ad  arbitrium  vicarii  nostri  quam  acerame  puniri. 

JBttani*  etiam  in  virtute  sancta  obediential  mandamus,  qnateniis  in  ajngnHn  fion- 
vocationibus  coUecturam  fabricte  ecclesia>  Ratisbonensia  diligeuter  pramoveant, 
faciantque  a  confratribus  auia  eandem  cum  diligentift  temporibus  consuetis  similiter 
promoveri.  Item  quia  asape  contingit  res  et  bona  decedentium  sacerdotum  disaipari, 
antequam  certa  ad  uob  de  eorum  obitu  potest  devenire  notitia;  eapropter  universis 
et  singulis  bttanU  nostra:  duecesu  committimns,  eisque  sub  excommunicationis  ' 
poena  mandamus :  qnateniis  statim,  postqnam  de  alicnjna  sacerdotis  obitn  els  con- 
atiterit,  authoritate  nostra  omnia  bona  mobilia  et  immobilia,  sive  contingat  hnjusmodi 
sacerdotes  testates,  sive  intestates  decedere,  sub  ecclesiasnco  ponant  arresto :  per  hoc 
enim  intendimus  ultimas  volontates  decedentium  clericorum  (quateniis  debile  exe- 
quatur) manutenere,  et  ecclesiarnm  commoditati  proridere.  Et  ne  invasorea  hujus- 
modi  rerum,  tanquam  eacrilegi,  imponiti  evadant;  eos  omnes  et  aingulos  arresta 
hnjusmodi  violantes,  ex  nunc,  proot  ex  tunc  sententiam  excommunicationis  incidere 
volumus  ipso  beta,  quam  etiam  in  contra  facientes  ferimus  in  his  scriptis,  a  qua 
absolvi  non  possint,  nisi  restitution  snfflcienti  facta,  et  de  lieentia  nostra  speaalL 
Handanles  etiam  taliter  excoramunieatos  publice  denunciari,  donee  meruerint  abso- 
lutionis  beneticium  obtinere.  Bicaai  vera,  qui  in  pramissis  negligentea  extiterint, 
a  nobis  impuniti  non  evadent 

Et  postremo,  quouiam  nonnulli  pnetextu  literarum  apostolicarum,  quat  se  impe- 
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trasae  meutiuntur,  ecdesiastica  beneficia  pro  tempore  vacantia,  etiam  nonnunqnam 
incoinpatibilia,  sine  dispensatione,  propria  auctoritate,  seu  veriiis  temeritate,  occnpare 
pnesnmunt  in  anitnanun  suarum  grave  periculum:  alii  vero  vtcario,  Ben  provisorio 
nomine,  non  obtenti  a  nobis  animamm  cnra,  ecclesias  regunt;  noa  volentes  hnjns- 
modi  periculia  animarnm  obviate,  statnimtu  et  ordinamus,  nt  quilibet  uetairae,  sen 
locum  ejus  tenens,  in  proximft  confratrum  convocatione,  post  publicationem  pneseu- 
tium,  omnea  enos  confratrea,  ceaterosque  preabytcros  sieculares  et  religiosos,  infra 
Hunm  Dctnurinm,  beneficia  ecclesiaatica  inoffidantca,  de  quorum  titalis,  investituris, 
dispensationibtu,  et  anhnarum  cnrfi  aibi  non  constat,  ad  ostendendnm  respective 
investitures,  titulos,  dispeusationes,  et  curte  animamm  eommiaaionea,  infra  quindecim 
diemrn  spatiom,  snb  poena  suspensionis  a  divinis,  auctoritate  nostra  requirat,  et  post 
lapeum  hujusmodi  termini  rebellea,  aire  contumaces,  suspensos  in  scriptis  denuntiet, 
ac  de  ceetero  nullum  ad  iuorEciaudum  aliqnod  beneficinm  in  suo  Dctanatu,  nisi  pritis 
viaja  Uteris  investitures,  curs,  aen  dispenaationis  hujusmodi,  quovis  queesito  colore 
admittat.  Quod  ai  tuconwi  quempiam  literaa  suas,  nt  prsefertur,  non  ostendentem, 
in  regimine  ecclesiastic  i  beneficii  scienter  et  malilioae  tolerare  pnesumpserit,  ipsnm, 
ut  supra,  narratar,  non  enapendendo,  ex  tunc  quindecim  diebni  a  tempore  notitias 
elapsis,  Of  (anufl  ipse  suspensions  aententiam  incnrrat  ipso  facto.  Sit  antem  forma 
suspensionis,  qnam  tetani  in  scriptis  ferant,  bee  videlicet: — Quia  tu  tub  peend 
tuipeniiani*  monitw,  ut  tiiulum  tut  beneficii,  vel  timitt,  tecuTidum  exigentiam 
onUnderc*  infra  quindeuim  dierum  upatium;  httjutmodi  mandate  non  paruitti: 
idcirco  auctorUate  mihi  commUta,  U  in  his  tcriptis  &  ditnnis  nupenda,  et  mttpentum 
denuntio  in  nomine  Fatru,  et  FUH,  et  Spiritut  SanctL 

CC.  Germanic,  Tom.  vi.  p.  82, 83. 


Statutes  for  Drang  Kural  or  thb  Diocesb  of  Triers,  by  Archbishop 
Jambs  ab  Eltz,  A.D.  hdlxx. 

i.  ECCiiESIAS  omnes  parocbiales,  qiue  tit  tana tuss  veatri  finibus  contineatur  (qna- 
cunque  nomine  sive  jure  censeaatur,  quomodocunque  annexes,  sive  incorporate,  et 
per  quemennque  gnbemeutur,  sive  per  proprium  pastorem,  sive  vicarium,  et  hnnc 
aive  perpetuum,  sive  amovibilem)  cum  rectoribna  suis  oecano  et  canitttlo  yolumus  esse 
subjectaa,  nee  ulla  bic  exceptio,  aut  exemptio  valeat.     Ut  antem  certius  eeclesiarum 
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hujnstnodi  atque  rectomm  status,  vocatio,  misaioque  cognoscatur  (qnomodo  enim,  nt 
ait  apostolus,  pradicabunt,  nisi  mittantur)  voluntas  atque  deceruhnua  tenore  pneaen- 
tium,  neminem  ad  gubernationem  ullius  in  vestro  Otf snafu  ecclouse,  oat  ad  docendnm, 
ant  eccksiasticum  quodcnnque  sacramentum  adutinistrsndum  admitti,  nee  pro 
paatore,  vicario,  rectore,  ant  Bacramentorum  dispensatore  a  synodalibus,  custodibua, 
ac  populo,  ad  quem  m  it  tit  or,  agnoaci,  ac  redpi  debere,  qui  non  primum  pro  tempore 
btcano  ostenderit,  atqae  exhibuerit  prseter  litem  institutions,  nve  coromiaaionis,  ad 
queincanque  ea  pertineat,  nostrum  qnoque  diploma,  sive  literaa  com  mission!  s,  appro- 
bationisque  nostras,  in  qnibas  inter  enter*  commendationis  noatne  document*  profee- 
siouis  qnoqne  fidei  mentio  eipresaa  fiat,  atque  simul  pro  tempore  Qetano  prertito 
primum  consueto  fidelitatu,  et  obedientiie  joramento  jus  Dccjuult,  atqae  tspthtlart 
penolverit,  quod  posthac  dedaramua  dnomm  rloTenorum  anreornm,  ea  qnibas  dimi- 
diatua  florenns  aareos  (apttvlo,  reliqaom  vtcano  cedere  pTacaentimn  tenore  decer- 
nunaa,  non  obatantibna  privilegiis,  esemptionibna,  et  consuetudinibnH  quibuscunque. 
ii.  Idem  qaoqoe  aervari  voluntas  in  iis,  si  quo*  ab  una  ecclesia  ad  aliam  contigerit 
forte  tranaferri.  Necnon  et  in  religiosis,  aliiaqoe  qoibaacuaqae  ecdesias  quomodo- 
conqoe  incorporates  regentibua,  quos  nisi  prater  literaa  comnuanoniB  ordinaria*,  et 
conauetas  nostra)  approbationis  testimonium  eihibuerint,  et  reliqua,  quae  supra 
memorata  sunt,  pnestiterint,  nolumns  a  Dm  ma,  ranitvlo,  synodalibus,  custodibus, 
popaloqae  pro  legitimis  rectoribaa  redpi,  atque  admitti. 

in.  Hob  omneB  ita,  ut  dictum  est,  missos,  institutes,  et  approbatoa  voluntas  per 
bf  ta«nm  bis  "^gwlj"  annia  temporibua  idoneis,  et  ad  hoc  pmfmitia,  vel  a  nobis  prse- 
naiendis  conrocari  ad  tongttgatiomnn  rapihtlarm,  a  qua  nemo  omnium  abeaae  debe- 
bit  sub  poena  quatoor  florenorum  aureorum,  quorum  unus  nobis,  Becnndas  archtdia- 
cono,  tertiua  pro  tempore  Dttano,  quartua  lanitulo  cedat,  nisi  absentia;  ejusmodi  aBe- 
gentur  causae,  qua;  definitoribus,  et  quatuor  aliis  pastoriboB  concapitnlaribus  per 
ittnnum  et  definitorea  nominandia  rationabilee  probentur. 

iv.  In  conjugation*  antem  tHnttulart  predicts  post  sacrum  de  Spiritu  Sancto, 
ntrano,  vel  alio  ejus  nomine,  et  pnescripto  celebrants,  et  doobuB  ex  pastoriboB 
diacoui  et  subdinconi  vice  fungentibna,  decantatum,  primum  exhortatione  tempori, 
loco,  et  personis  accommodate,  per  tittanum,  sive  alium  a  btcano  nominandum  ex 
dignioribus  pastoriboB  bubita  mox  inquiaitionem  diligentem  fieri  volumus,  turn  de 
moribua  et  vitA  pastorom,  ac  rectomm,  torn  de  officio  cujuaque  paatorali  in  admini- 
stratione  ecclesiaram,  et  aacramentornm,  et  breviter  nunc  quidem  juxta  capita  ejus 
instnictionis,  que  Uttsnls  et  paatoribus  a.  viaitatoribuB  relicta  est  (qoam  instructiouem 
volumus  singulos  ad  orones  tongttgaHont»  adferre,  et  pro  tempore  tetania  exhiberi, 
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atque  diligrausrime  per  rintruloa  articulos  eiaminari)  demde  verci  justa  statute 
tapittilaiia,  ubi  &  nobis  fuerint  perfects,  ac  confirmata. 

v.  Si  quia  pastor,  rave  rector  etiam  in  eccleaiS  soft  residens,  rive  propter  popuH 
multitudiuem,  rive  propter  quamcunqne  aJiam  causam  assumere  veht  vicarium,  rive 
aacellannm  admiuicnlariuro,  earn  non  prills  concionari,  artt  alia  pastoralU  nranera 
volumus  eiercere,  qaam  habeat  a.  nobis  approbationia,  et  sufficientis  tentimouium, 
qaod  et  pro  tempore  (mania,  ac  deinde  in  prima  cap  Hull  cotigrcgatignr  extribere 
teneatur. 

ti.  In  hftc  quoqne  tDngrtgatione  id  vokumu  diligenter,  ac  severe  servari,  at 
pastores,  atque  rectorea  omnes  fideliter  exponent,  ac  referant,  nam  inter  saos  babeant 
criminosos,  scandaloaos,  ac  prsrijrae  bffirericoa.  Nam  ricnbi  tales  rint,  eoa  Dream* 
primo  quoqae  tempore  ad  nos  inter  alia  congrtgatiortiji  ac-ta  Tefereudos  caret.  Interim 
vero,  ri  qaid  eis  humanitus  accident,  at  si  mors  eos  forte  contigerit,  prsjcipimus  tibi 
vrcnta,  atqne  omnibus  pastoribus  toi  capfluU  sab  gTavi  indignatione  nostra,  ne  qnem 
eorum,  qaos  constiterit  in  hssreri  ex  hfic  vit&  decesaisse,  ad  eccleriasticam  sepultaram, 
ant  ecclesiastica  sunragia,  exequias,  vel  oblationea  admittere  pnesumatia.  Non  enim, 
qui  vivos  contemprit  ftdeUnm  commanionem,  mortaas  cam  eis  communem  sepal- 


▼n.  Ut  aatem  etiam  venienti  morbo  occurramus,  et  faturum  antidotam  contra 
bssresim,  qua  nulla  est  pestis  pemiciosior,  comparemns;  am  non  ininua  lectio  librc- 
rom,  qnam  auscultatio  verbonun  fidei  sanitatem  iufiriat,  et  corrumpat,  nolumus  nllam 
Ubram  veadi,  ant  veaalem  exponi,  nisi  permiasa  pastoris  ejus  loci,  ad  qnem  libri 
venalea  deferuntur.  Curent  igitur  paatores,  nt  habeant  indicem  librorum  prohibitoram 
auctoritate  Contain  Tridentini  (qoem  obaervari  integra  volnmos)  et  juxta  regulam 
decimam  examinent  catalogum  librorum,  qui  vendendi  rint,  si  approbandus  videtnr, 
subscribant  soft  mann  :  alioqni  librarioa,  ant  venditor,  qui  sine  liceuba  et  approba- 
tion* pastoris  libroe  veudiderit,  aut  alteri  legendos  tradiderit,  amisrione  librorum 
moktetur.  Qaod  si  pastor  in  re  ambigua  dnbios  bameat,  ad  ortanum  referat,  qui  si 
nee  ipse  difficultatem  explicare  queat,  conriliom  Dttani  facnltetis  theologies,  qui  in 
nostra  oniveraitate  Trevirenri  est,  seqaatar. 

vni.  Poetremo,  ne  qais  uegligeutUe  aut  impunitati  loens  reonquatar,  volumus,  at 
singulis  annis  tweanu*,  quando  maxime  commodum  ri  videbitur,  semel  bKaaatum 
Boom  circumeat,  uobisque  facte  viritaaonis  per  literas  raturoem  reddat,  prfesertlm 
ri  quid  contra  prascripta  generalis  visitationis,  aut  statnta  tradenda  comminum 
invenerit,  omneeqae  pastores,  eccleriai,  atqne  ceemeteria  coram  visitet,  et  juxte 
inatmctionem  ribi  ac  iHis  a  visitetoribns  relictam,  aat  statute  tradenda  orranara* 
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inquisitionein  ftuaat,  synodalium  jura,  et  auctoritatem  eonservet,  eoaque  ad  etrenue 
sc  fbrtiter  manere  ano  fungendum  hortetnr,  ac  denique  computationi  fabricarum 
hospitalium,  non  quidera  nt  intendt  (quod  intetligimns  Dtttno  niinis  difficile,  et 
molestum)  Bed  jam  rite  facta;,  a  quibus  fieri  debet,  et  per  pastorem  loci,  ant  rectorem 
approbate  nostra  nomine  subscribat,  omnemqae  iniquitatem  in  ea  prohibeat. 

is.  Ut  antem  btCBRUft  tres  aureos  florenoe,  qui  pro  tempore  b«ant»  a  decedentitnu 
pastoribus  debentor,  faciliiis  accipiat,  nemo  luereditatetn,  aut  quatcunque  boom 
dcfuncti  adeat,  nisi  priiis  constitcrit,  satiafactuni  otcirno. 

x.  CiBterum  ne  tantte  red  execunonem,  qua?  ad  cultum  Dei  et  ad  commnnem 
salntem  inprimla  pertinet,  alia  difficultas  impediat,  ant  etiam  retardet,  mandamus 
pnesentinm  tenore .  officialibua,  et  fiscalibns  noctris,  ac  qnibnacnnque  officio natin,  nt 
qnnm  a  btcano  vel  csnttnlo  in  suprndiclis  omnibus  et  singulis  requisiti  ftierint,  Ortanf* 
assistant,  opem  et  auxilinm  ferant,  neve  quicquam,  quod  observation!  ant  execution! 
qnocnnque  modo  advenari  possit,  obsistere  panantnr.  Rebelles  vero  auapensione  ab 
officio  et  beneficio,  etiam  careens,  si  opus  fnerit,  poena  in  ordinem  et  obedientiatu 
redigont  Renquos  vero  capitaneos,  balivoa,  et  officionatos,  qnocnnqne  nomine 
appellentnT,  qui  spirituali  nostra  jnrisdictioni  parent,  hortamnr,  et  paterae  in  Domino 
requirimoB,  nt  ipsi  qooque  fide  et  diligentifl  sue  haw  decreta  nostra  ob  commnnem 
ntilhatem  edits,  tueri,  et  Dtcaul*,  atque  animarum  suarum  pastoribus  auctoritste  et 
favore  boo  adesse  non  graventur.  Date  in  tivitate  nostra  Treverenei,  die  octavft 
mensis  Aprilia,  anno  hdlxx. 

CC.  German**),  Tom.  vn.  p,  €05—607. 


SECT.  XII.— MfoMsw  of  mora*. 

Duties  of  SrcfjpmbjKre  iSUrsI  of  teS  Diocese  of  Wokmb,  under 
Bishop  Simon  Rudniokt,  A.D.  hdcx. 

ftttbiotwbjitni  dignitatem  adepti  imprimis  habere  debent  notinam  limitam  atrbi- 
ptfiibnttratuuin  snorum,  nnmernmque  ecclemaram  ad  eosdem  pertinentinm,  et  quibus 
in  locis  site  sunt,  snb  quibus  patronia,  qnot  villas,  quotque  parochiae  ad  suam  jvris- 
dietionein  spectautea  habeant 

Semel  in  anno,  visitatione  videlicet  arcbtpmbgtmli  priiis  peracta,  eccUaiamm 
parochoa  in  locum  aliqoem  roinmodiorem  convocabnnt,  prtemissaqne  miss&  cantata 
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de  Spiritu  Sancto,  atque  eihortaaunculft  aliqua  facta,  roubmtUK  KC$tpttSbDtmIttn 
celebrabunt,  in.  quo  de  scandalia  amovendis,  ac  de  occurrentibus  negotiis  ecclesi- 
astiew  mntuo  com  parochis  conferent,  et  si  qui  scandalosi,  atque  reprehensione 
digni  reperti  fuerint,  eos  diligenter  mo  ne  bunt.  Majora  vero  seandala,  d  quss 
fuerint,  quibus  ipai  obviare  non  poluerint,  nobis,  vel  vicario  nostro  generali  deferre 
tdnt  obligati. 

Ipsorum  erit  etiam  in  buo  districta  arrftiprtdbgiUraU  viaitatoribus  generalibua  a 
aobis  deputatis  comites  sese  exhibere,  et  execution!  omnia,  que  in  memoratis  risita- 
tionibus  ab  ipsis,  vel  potiiia  i  nobis  ordinata  fuerint,  diligenter  mandare,  quod  si  ex 
parochis  in  executione  dictorum  negligentes,  vel  contumaces  fuerint,  aut  etiam  ordi- 
nationes  prefatas  glossis  quibnsquc  impertinentibua  et  injurious  notare  in  margine, 
ac  maculare  anai  fuerint,  prater  pcenam  carcerum,  quam  ad  beneplacitnm  nostrum 
sublre  debebunt,  etiam  arbitrarus  pecuoiariis  pro  qualitate  verborum,  et  injuriarum 
irremissibinter  snbjicicntur. 

Mandata  nostra,  et  quoacunque  processus  ad  ipaoa  directoa  parochia  vicinis  inti- 
mare,  et  exetndoni  omnia  opportune  demandari  curabunt 

Semel  in  anno  ecclesias  et  parocHas  visitantes,  intelligent,  quomodo  per  buos 
parocboa  cultus  divinus  peragatur,  an  circa  ecclesiam  curarium,  bapnsterium,  oka 
sacra,  et  similia  buo  online  et  decora  omnia  ad  pnescriptum  visitatonun  nostrorum 
consultant;  quomodo  sacramenta  administrentnr,  an  forma,  et  materia  rite  servetur, 
an  pueri  sine  bapiismo,  et  adulti,  absque  aliis  sacramentis  necessariis  moriantur,  an 
in  administratione  sacramentorum,  et  aliis  riubus  agendis  dicecesis,  et  libris  a  nobis 
approbatis  ntantur;  an  missse,  quas  coneio,  et  proeessio  prscedere  debent,  domiaicis 
et  fesuvis  etiam  celebribus  pro  more  et  conauetudine  ecclesiarnm  habeantur;  an 
aliqni  ex  parocbianis  in  Paschate  confesaionem,  communionemque  sacram  intermi- 
serint,  an  in  confesaonibus  exdpiendis  cautiones  debite  adbibeantur,  an  officia  divina 
ad  pnescriptum  Missalis  Romani  et  Breviarii  decumwt.  Secus  enim  si  quos  fecisse 
animadverterint,  ad  nos,  vel  offirialem  nostrum  deferant. 

Item,  curabunt,  ne  parocbiani  signum  SancUfi  Cruris,  Orationem  Dominicam,  Salu- 
tationem  Angelicam,  Symbolura,  et  Decalogum  ignorent 

Intelligent  etiam  de  vita  et  moribus  parochorum,  de  frequenti  ipsorum  celeOTa- 
tione,  et  an  debita  reverentia  et  confessione,  quantum  probabile  est,  opus  esse,  pne- 
missa  faciant  sacra :  an  in  consecraus  ecclesua,  vel  cum  indulto  in  non  consecraos 
celebrant,  portatilibusque  in  altaribns  violatis,  ant  enormiter  factis  in  defectn  conse- 
crationiB  ntantur,  et  an  boras  canonicas  debito  tempore,  etiam  in  itiuere  recitent. 
Denique  etiam  eornm  erit  parocnorum  aUri  subjectorum  confession™  excipere,  vel 
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alicni  alteri  viciniori  et  doctiori  id  ipsum  eommittere,  ita  ut  omnibus  de  idoneis  con- 
fessariU  proBpiciatur,  in  quo  ipaorum  conscieiitiae  onerataa  ease  volnmus. 

Curabunt  semper  de  ancceasu,  de  conm  yisitationum  fltcfjipu  SfbgUratrim  auarum 
iaformationem  debitam,  et  auflSdentem  habeamiis,  et  n  que  graviores  exorbiUnuie 
currunt,  Uteris  auis  aut  viva  voce  no*  oertiores  fariant 

Inquirent  etiam  de  parochorom  proveutibus,  an  librum  reddituum,  et  proventuum 
suornm,  atque  bonoram, .  benefictoromque  in  ecclesiH  ma  fiindatorum  habeant,  an 
vicarii  et  beneficiati  officio  auo  saasfaciant,  an  aliquid  ab  ecclesift  tit  alienatum,  quo 
tempore,  et  per  quem. 

Inspieient  etiam  parochialia  eedi  Acia,  an  sarta  tecta  parochia  tradita  in  debito  ease 
cooserventur,  an  parochiani  bnc  in  parte  ultra  debitam  et  posse  ab  ipsis  graventar, 
an  ea  pe  we  omnino  permittant,  et  collabi. 

lnventaria  domoram  parocrdnlinm  eibiberi  ubi  curabnnt,  videbnqtqne,  an  omnia 
inventario  illata  aalva  et  integra  exiatant,  et  ai  qute  mat  anlli  aaui,  vel  qua)  din 
durare  non  powunt,  taxatione  per  viroa  pnedpnoa  parochiB  facta  pecuniia  distrahant, 
casque  inventario  inacribant 

Fraternitatum  tarn  essculariiuQ,  qaam  spuitualiam  atatata  videant,  et  ex  ambient, 
et  ai  qui  articuli  fuerint  ejusmodi,  ut  non  videantnr  ease  ferendi,  de  ua,  at  eoa  abo- 
learaui,  et  alios  in  ipaorum  locum  subslituamua,  ad  noe  referant 

Quod  si  forte  in  aliqua  eccleaia  confluxus  hominnm  et  frequentia  certia  anna 
temporibus  ea  consnetudine  vel  indulgentiia,  aut  miracnlorum  in  eo  factorum  gratia 
fieri  aolel,  moneant  parochos,  ut,  quam  fieri  potest,  diligentuaune  ad  concionandam 
■e  pnepareat,  vel  ai  sibimet  ipsie  insufficiente*  ad  hoc  videbuntur,  saltern  de  aliqao 
idoneo  et  docto  concionatore  tunc  temporia  provideanL 

CC.  Gtrmanue,  Tom.  «.  p.  133, 134. 


VvuttfU. 

SECT.  I.  1.— 5Biotm  of  fiEuIm. 

DtiTiaa  or  MttfjptrsilijftfW  tUral  m  the  Diocesb  or  Culm,  under 
Bishop  Laubenck  Gembick,  A.D.  UDCV. 

SttbtBt  Wblftrri,  qui  alibi  Decani  rutalta  vocantnr,  delecti  aunt  ex  ancerdotam  coetu, 
quasi  oculi  noatri  et  cnterorum  inapectorea,  ut  non  modo  eccleaiaa,  quaa  ipai  obtinent. 
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piu  solicitudinc  gubernent ;  verum  «nam  in  prcsbyteroa,  pnecipue  in  parochos,  qui 
per  minorea  titnloa  habitant  intra  terminos  eujusvis  arrbfpttpbgtnritus,  asaidue  oculos 
habeant  intentos,  eorum  vitam  et  mores  iuspiciaut,  et  tan  qua  in  solicit!  rectorum 
inspectores  et  magistri,  sine  intermissione  vigilent,  nt  nee  in  plebe,  nee  in  sacerdo- 
tibua  sibi  comimssis  aliquid  aut  indecorum  aut  flagitioaum  appareat,  Utque  parochi 
rite  et  legitime  officio  buo  perfungantur,  curamqne  animarum  recte  administrent 

Ac  imprimis  ipsis  in  Dei  nomine  injungimus  et  mandamus,  nt  ad  minimum  sera  el 
in  anno  ecclesJaa,  e&ramqne  rectores  visitent,  et  de  omnibus  tarn  ad  rem  ecclesiasti- 
cam,  nimirum  dotationein,  reditus,  supellectilem,  quam  ad  parochonun  vitam  perti- 
nennbns  diligenoasime  inquirant,  provideantqne  et  salagant,  ne  qua  in  re  ecclesiai 
illaa  vel  in  tempor&libus,  Tel  in  spiritualibus,  detrimentnm  patiaatur. 

Porro  perlustrate  regione  sibi  commissi,  bis  in  anno  convocent  clemm,  pnemisso- 
que  sacro  de  Spiritu  Sancto,  omtione  gravi  admonebunt  de  iis,  qus  i,  quoqnam  ant 
negligi,  ant  contra  officinm  fieri  cognoverint,  him  constitute  num  synodaliuin,  divi- 
naque  Legis,  ae  sacromm  canonnm  prescripts,  ipsis  diligent^r  inculcabnnt,  ac  hortn- 
buntnr,nt  si  qui  in  ea  peccaverint,  delicta  coirigunt,  ac  in  viam  redeanL  Et  idcirci) 
confeeaiones  eorum  vel  ipsi  excipient  att}ltpccStij>Utt,  vel  cuique  auum  assignabunt 
confeasarinm,  quern  ita  assignntum,  non  vero  almm,  adlre  tenebuntur,  ipsique  peccata 
religiose  counted.  Graviora  autem  delicta,  et  scandala,  qnibns  ipsi  sua  admonitione, 
vel  correctione  et  imposittone  peenitentia)  pro  qnalitate  culpa*,  mederi  non  poterunt, 
ad  nos,  swe  officialem  nostrum,  awe  scripto,  aire  oretenus,  sine  mora  deferent,  ut  in 
contnmacea  sacerdotea  juzta  canonum  pnescripta,  gravioribns  poems  animadvertatur. 

Ditigenter  quoque  invigilabunt,  ne  quid  in  illorum  districtn  adrersua  fidem  ant 
pietatem  emergat,  qui  non  stadm  nos  certiores  reddant,  nt  si  qnis  snb  eorum  enrit 
parochus,  vel  alii  sacerdotea,  ant  scholse  rector,  in  articulis  Catholics  fidei  aliquid 
peregrinum  sapiat,  et  alienum  ab  ecdesice  Romans  doctrina,  si  qnis  curiosiiis  de  fide 
disputet,  et  simplicibns  injiciat  scrupulos,  ne  id  latius  serpat,  et  animos  sunplicium  in 
errorem  inducnt,  mature  anctoritate  nostra  provideatur.  Itaqne  ea  diligenua,  qua 
debent,  et  tenentnr,  nobis  ejusmodi  personas  mnnifeatabunt.  Honeant  itidem  sacer- 
dotea, ut  si  quando  in  disputationem  aliqnam  cum  luereticis,  aut  eorum  muuatris  ipsis 
descendendnm  sit,  id  cautS  et  sobrie,  locis  idoneis,  non  in  comessationibus,  faciant ; 
a  jnrgiis  et  contentionibuB  prorsua  abatiueant,  Bed  veram  docbinam  catholicam 
Scripturarum,  sanctorum  Patrum,  Conciliorum  oecumenicomm,  et  veneranda:  anti- 
qnitatis  anctoritate  confirm  ent. 

Provideant  etiam,  ne  vagi  sacerdotea  stve  regulares,  sWe  saaculares,  in  ecclesias 
nostras  sese  obtrudant,  ne  qnis  parochonun  aut  commendariorum  etiam,  aut  quo- 
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ruinvis  sacerdotum  ad  ruram  animarum,  administrationem  sacrum  entonim,  prtedka- 
tionis  officium,  ministerium  altaris,  admittMnr,  sine  pnevio  examine,  et  nisi  suffici- 
enter  probayerit,  se  legitime  ordinatum  esse,  probaUeqne  fidei  sacerdotem,  neque  ulli 
pro  capellania  ant  vicariia  recipiantur,  nisi  pritiB  nobis,  ant  official*  nostra  fiierint 


Inqoirent  etiam  diligenter,  quomodo  bospitalia  et  capeUc,  ex  qnibns  aliquie  elee- 
mosyae  colliguntur,  administrentur,  et  quam  honede  vitam  pauperes  in  ipsa  dncnnt, 
dabnntque  operam,  nt  rationea  ex  adminiatratione  eorutn,  in  prtesentia  parochi  quot 
annU,  ab  iia,  qnibns  commisBSi  aunt,  etiam  ipsi  visitatori  reddantnr.  De  indnlgentiis 
etiam  diligenter  inquirent,  et,  si  forte  abusns  aliquos  in  illis  repererint,  vel  ipsi  tollent, 
vel  nos  de  ipsis  informabunt  Maxime  antem  vetabiint  coitiones  et  comessationes 
aacerdotnm,  qnas  in  patrociniis  et  dedicationibns  eccleaiamm  fieri  intelligimns. 

Providebnut  etiam,  nt  parochi  nunquam  ab  ovibos  snis  recedant,  sed  perpetuo 
apud  ipsa*  resideant,  et  in  pastoralia  munis,  diligenter  mcumbant ;  quapropter  in 
omnibus  anis  tarn  viaitationibua,  quam  congregationibua  nostra  nomine  id  ipsis 
denuutiabnnt,  ne  per  totum  annum  ultra  mensem  qniaqnam  ab  ecelesia  snft  se 
absentet,  sine  nostra,  vel  orodalis  nostri  nceatia,  que  ex  juatis  causis  non  gravattm 
concedetiir,  et  in  scriptis  extradi  mandsbitar. 

Ad  attbipttSbnttrortlHi  quoqne  curam  ac  aolicitndinem  pertinet,  ut  in  scholis  parc- 
chialibus  juventus  in  omni  pietate,  ac  moram  integrit&te  recte  informetur  et  insti- 
tuatnr.  Qnalia  enim  illius  a  primis  annia  ingtitutio  ruerit,  tales  ecclesiis  Dei  suppe- 
ditabnntur  nuniatri.  Qnapropter  dum  parochoniin  curas  sues  commissorum,  visita- 
tumem  obibunt,  simul  etiam  de  rectornm  scholar  rita,  moribus,  doctrba,  ac  quid 
juventnti,  cojus  erudiendte  curam  gerunt,  proponere  soleant,  diligenter  inquirant. 
Comntonafacient  antem  eoe  serio,  ut  ipsis  CBtechisticam  lectionem  quam  stepissiint 
inroponant,  fidei  articulos  eosdem  edoceant,  et  explicent 

Porro  quae  de  officio  sttpin  wtf  nterorum  nostrorum  hie  scripsimns,  ita  esse  scripta 

Tolumus,  ttt  ea,  qua  ex  sacrifl  canonibus,  qusqne  ex  pnescriptis  informalionibus  visi- 

tondi,  et  rmineris  sni  obeundi,  tarn  ab  anteeessoribus  nostris,  quam  a,  nobis  ipsis  jam 

ante  data  sunt,  non  exclndamua, 

CC.  Germante,  Tom.  twi.  p.  6fi  1, 662. 


iciii-c,  Google 


Sect.  I.  2.]  ^niMfa.— Bfocejlt  of  ««lm. 


SECT.  I.  2.— Mimtu  of  ttulm. 

Dutim  of  ftrfftpriMt*  or  £mmtva.%  Btanft,  and  of  Bccatul  ConnnUions,  in  tse 
Diochse  of  Culh,  by  Andrew  Stanislaus  Kobtsa,  Bishop  of  Culm,  Ac 
a.d.  mdccxlt. 

OFFICIUM  bttaaornra,  quam  utile  et  honorincum  sit  in  ecclesis  Dei,  inde  patet, 
quod  ii  artbif  tttijitrti,  id  eat,  primi  presbyteri,  et  presbyteralibim  ofnciia  eminentei 
nnncnpen'tnr.  Sunt  tamen  nonnnlli.  qui  tsm  honorific!  mnneria  im  mem  ores,  ea, 
que  Bni  sunt  officii,  ita  negligent,  at  ilia  quasi  penitns  iguorare  videantur,  at  igitnr 
illos,  eosdemqne  KctanW  abhinc  in  eieqnendis  muneribns  snis  diligcntes  ac  solicitos 
habeamns,  iis  omnia,  qn»  ottasali  ofBcio  eongTuunt,  hnic  synodo  inaerenda  dmimna. 
In  Constitntionibua  Dzialiniania  tit  de  Fititat,  el  Congrtgatioiubia  per  artbfpttibjj- 
trmtfariendit,  satia  prolixe  enarrantur  arcbfptesb&trrotum  munia,  que  prawentibna, 
ac  si  nk  expTeasa  fbrent,  de  verbo  ad  verbum  asanmimus,  et  innovamus.  Noverint 
pneterea  DD.  atcptprtfnnttii  rive  ottanf  se  commune  arcbidjaconoram  et  ceconomi 
offichvn  exercere,  adeoqne  se  per  be tanalu*  qnaai  qnoadam  specnlatorea  ease  consti- 
tntoa,  at  propiuqaiua  observent  et  eiplorent  vitam,  mores,  et  actiones  eleri,  hub* 
animadversioni  commissi,  ac  proinde  si  quem  k  recto  status  et  officii  mii  tramite 
declinantem  audiverint,  et  compererint,  primo  ilium  privatlm  inter  ae,  et  ilium  ipsnm 
rraterne  admoneant,  deinde  si  se  non  emendaverit,  in  congragatione  coram  aenioribua 
confratribus  reprebendant,  si  autcm  nee  monitus,  nee  reprehensna  &  main  vel  negli- 
genua  ant  destiterit,  turn  cum  summaria  infbnnatione  ilium  ad  not,  ant  officialem 
noatmm  generalem  deferant. 

Si  qnia  de  clero  inhoneate  vixerit,  fceminas  suspeclas  domi  su»,  ant  extra  foverit, 
vel  tales  cum  forti  suspicione  et  popnli  acandalo  visitare,  ant  tabernas  et  hoapitia  ad 
eoropotandum,  vel  choreas  dncendaa  adire  consueverit ;  si  quia  com  mnlieribns  in 
unci  curra  discedere ;  si  qnia  ebrietati  deditua  eidem  frequenter  indulaerit,  ant  pecu- 
»iam  anam  in  nanram  dederit,  sive  infamem  aimonue  labem  commiaerit ;  si  qnia 
supcllectilem  sacram,  pnecqwe  in  aoro  et  argento,  et  pretiofdorem  ctiam  in  rem  et 
neceaaitatem  sob!  eccleaise  dtra  expreasam  a,  nobis  obtentam  in  scripto  facultatem 
oppignoraverit,  vendiderit,  vel  alienaverit ;  si  qnis  in  administratione  aacramentornm 
ita  negligens  vel  tardus  fuerit,  nt  ipsnu  culpfl,  ant  infana  sine  baptismo,  ant  adnltna 
sine  pcenitentne,  eucharistis*,  et  extreme*  nnctionia  sacrum  en  to  (quod  Dens  avertat) 
moriatnr ;  si  quia  aacramentam  matrimonii  subditis  alteriua  parochue,  non  habitA 
priua  a  proprio  illoram  parocho  Iteentia  adminiatrare  prsMnmpserit,  aul  ab  eccleaii 
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frequenter  sese  absentaverit ;  si  quis  etiamsi  penes  maro  ecelesiam  resideat,  offk'ia 
tameu  divina  pnecipue  ad  instructionem  populi  condones,  et  catethenes,  nee  per  se, 
nee  per  substitutum  peragit;  si  quia  obligations  roissarum  ei  fnndotione  non  adim- 
plet,  jura,  derimas,  census,  alioaque  proveutus  ecclesis  suss  vigore  juramenti  area 
inatitutionem  sui  prswtiti  vindicare  ant  negligit,  ant  de  anno  in  annum  retardat ;  si 
qnis  ecelesiam,  cui  pneest,  tedifiriaque  plebanalia  in  desolatinnem  tendere  permit  tit, 
minis  tempestive  non  occurrendo,  nee  sarta  tecta  pro  posse  oonservando,  ant,  quod 
pejus  est,  bona,  sedificia,  fundos,  proventusque  ecclesiasticos  (quorum  non  dominns, 
et  hams,  sed  administrator  et  dispensator  eat)  dissipat  et  dilapidat.  Si  qui  DD. 
heeredes,  et  pomessores  bonprum,  novas  colonias  introdncendo  homines  acatholicoa 
fundant,  ant  Juckei  mnlieres  Christianas  in  obsequiis  suis  forere,  dies  featoa  violare 
prassnmant,  talem  sive  tales,  iisdemque  similes  qnilibet  bttanu*  ex  suo  becanatn,  imo 
etiam  ex  vicino,  si  ille  negligens  fuerit,  ad  noa,  vel  officialem  nostrum  generalem 
qnantociiis  deferre  tenetur. 

Ut  antem  quilibet  bttanvK  super  hactenus  enumeratia,  et  similibus  postal  se  prius, 
et  deinde  nos  debite  infbrmare,  de  facili  id  assequetur,  si  bouam  et  fraternaui  cum 
conotcanslibns  suis  tennerit  semper  cointelligentiam,  et  correspondentiani,  sed  et  ex 
alterft  parte  tarn  parochi,  qnam  alii,  qukmnque  commendarii,  viearii,  nunistri  eccle- 
sdaruw,  imo  universus  illins  bttsnatuS  populos  oportet,  ut  btcanof  suos  convenient! 
honore  prosequantur,  debUamque  illis  obedientiam  prsastent,  nihil  eos  celando, 
sciscitabuutur  pro  suo  officio,  quinimo,  si  quid  certi  cum  gravi  oflenst  Dei,  injuria 
ecclesis,  aut  proximi  aliquis  sciverit,  eidem  non  odio  persons,  sed  amore  justitiffi 
deferre  tenetur. 

Convocabit  quoque  prsevio  processu  quilibet  bttanwi  omues,  quoscunque  sui  bit  s- 
natua  beneficiatOB  directores  acholarum,  cantores,  organarios,  et  alios  ecclesiarnm 
ministroa,  pro  congregatione  brtanalt  bis  in  anno  celebranda,  scilicet  post  Domini- 
cam  secundam  post  Pascba  in  crastinnm,  et  post  primam  Dominicam  Octobris,  die 
post  Dominicaa  nominatas  non  impediti,  idque  observato  tnrno  ecclesiarum.  Can-- 
tataqne  missa  pro  deninctis  confratribus,  et  altera  de  Spiritu  Sancto  post  orationem 
sive  discursum  ordine  per  singulos  parochos  habendum  de  causis  et  (ructibus  harum 
congregationum  pnehabitum  mutuo  conferat  cum  fratribus  de  occurrentibus  negotiis, 
aut  necesaitatibus  ecclesiarum,  et  ecclesiasticorum,  turn  de  moribus,  honestate  vita; 
parochorum,  aliorumque  presbvterornm  in  bfCanalu  suo  existentiurn,  de  curft  anima- 
ram,  adminiatratione  sacramentoram,  decore  ecclesiarum,  ministrornmque  ecclesia>, 
cujuslibet  sobrietate,  et  in  servitiis  diligentia,  pnecipue  antem,  an  decretia  pnesentia 
sjnodi  et  ordinationibus  in  visitationibns  praescriptia  satisfactum  fuerit. 
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In  literia  innotescentialibos  pro  futura  congregatione  intunandA,  proponantur  per 
tjtcanum  loci  tres  qmestionea  morales,  sea  cuuticee,  nt  quiris  benefictatus  anum 
desnper  in  scriptia  rcsolutionem  in  philyrft  cannotet,  non  nt  tot*,  implentur,  aed  at 
posted  in  anuro  volnmen  redigutur,  quas  resolutiones  nominibus  et  cognominibus 
sais  snbscripuu  seciim  adferent,  publics  in  congregatione  prfBlegeudas,  quas  btcanuft 
bub  reaolntione  coucludet,  ac  omnium  scripts  folia  cam  punctis,  et  qnassuonibuB  ad 
se  recipiat,  et  ad  officium  nostrum  ana  cum  sermone  dicto  rennttet  Prsrierea,  a 
quempiam  scandalosum,  notoriisqne  excessibuB,  rive  defectibus,  minoribus  tamen 
(majores  namque  excessas  supra  numerates  illiaque  similes  noatro,  officiique  nostri 
judido  totaliter  reserramus)  accnsatam  et  convictnm  habuerit,  eundem  in  congrega- 
tion* tttumtU  prius  monitnm,  et  eorrectum,  tandem  levioribua  pcenis  afficiat,  si 
autem  a  malo,  et  pravo  habitn  non  deatiterit,  enm  in  relatione,  quam  nobis,  sive 
officio  noatro  ex  qualibet  congregatione  in  scriptis  transmitters  tenebitur,  cum  rom- 
maria  informations  deferat  puniendnm. 

Quia  vera  compertum  est,  quod  aliqui  ex  parochis  pro  oleis  sacris,  et  rubricellia 
tardissimc  recnrrere  anient,  opportunam  duxirous,  procnrationis  ejosmodi  negotium 
Dftani*  locorum  committers.  Unde  quatenus  iidem  facta  super  hoc  in  congregatione 
com  coufratribus  couferentii,  eornmque  preemonitione  pro  sacris  quidem  oleis  circa 
festum  Pasche  presbyteram  ex  quovia  oetanxtu  per  turnum,  pro  rubriceuis  autem  ad 
initium  cnjaslibet  mini,  curoorem  temuestive  inittant,  ilkuqae  et  ilia  inter  clernm,  et 
cccleaias  aui  D (tans  t is  salva  refuaione  expeneanun,  et  vialium  diatribuanL 

Attendat  hamper  nnnsquisqne  Uttsnu*,  si  fratrea  in  legendia,  canendisque  missis 
rubricaa  et  cseremonias  observeut,  et  an  cantum  Gregorian  am,  tarn  illi,  quam  eccle- 
siarum  miniatri  calleant,  ne  inordinate  cantu  audientium  aures  offendant 

Rituals  ecclesitf,  catecbismum  Cone.  Trid.,  libellum  evangeliorum  pneter  alios 
hbros  morales,  et  ad  prcedicandum  verbum  divinnm  nccessarios  superiiis  insinuatoe, 
an  singuli  habeant,  et  brenariom  integrum,  videat  et  revideat,  non  babentes  puniat, 
et  ad  comparand  am  citra  ullam  dilationem  orgeat,  ac  inducaL 

Similiter  ad  congregationem  non  venientes,  nee  juataa  absentia  sua;  causas  Uteris 
nunbisve  exponentea  mulcti  pecuniaria,  parochos  decern  marcarum,  vicarioe  quinque 
puniat,  quas  mulcta  cedat  pro  fabrics,  ecclesis  illins,  ubi  congregatio  celebrabhnr. 
Si  autem  seconds  vice  absentea  fuerint,  admit  se  gravioribas  subjiciendos  pcenis,  et 
contra  tales  insdgatori  officii  actionem  committimus. 

Finins  vero,  ant  si  ante  prandium  finiri  non  poterunt,  dilatis  post  meridiem 
occurrentibus  negoois,  omnes  annul  in  domo  btcant,  sive  parochi,  quem  tnrnus 
tetigerit,  prandium  sument  quam    fruganisime  pands  fercvJis   eontenti,   item  in 
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bibetido  sobrietntem  omnimodam    observabunt.     Tempore  mease   legator  atiquis 
liber  spirituals. 

Si  qui*  autem  sub  tempua  coagregationis  de  ebrietate,  rixis,  conteationibus,  exces- 
suque  aliquo  scandaloao  convictoa  fiierit,  ia  k  brtauo  Kb  officio  et  online  I 
declaretur,  et  ad  cos  pro  nbsolutioue  remittitur.    Mkustri  autem  eccleria;  laid  c 
out  verberibua  pro  qualitate  excesaua,  et  delicti,  ex  mandato  ott 
puniantur. 

Sumpta  refectione  iterum  omnes  tnsuoul  nd  eccdesuim  redeont  rcradati  supnrpcl- 
liceia,  et  si  quae  ad  hue  habent  tractanda,  expedienda,  et  definienda,  tractent,  expediant, 
et  definiant,  actaqae  cougregationis  a  twtano,  et  cousiliariis  subscript*  ad  noe,  rive 
officialem  nostrum  geiieralem  per  certain  nuntium  tranamittant,  raamqne  congrega- 
tionem  per  soJenne  Te  Deum  laudamua,  et  prsmisso  versa  Bmtdicamu*  Pairem  et 
FUium,  &c.  per  Orationem  de  Sanctiarima  Trinitate,  cam  altera  pro  gratianun 
actions  termment,  ac  tandem  eftdem  die  ad  ecoteaiae  mat  icvertantar  ia  pace. 

Officii  praterei  btcamcuot  est,  viaitare  ornid  anno  aingnlaa  ani  Dtnnatna"  eocteatea, 
prsemonitia  antecedent^  rive  per  proceaaum,  rive  per  litems  illnrum  rettoribas,  qoem 
taliler  pnemonitua  qailibet  propositus,  parochus,  ant  commendsrius  cam  vicerio  ac 
ministris  eccleaiss  domi  suss  expectare,  illumque  com  onim  quidem  ravihtate,  hoapita- 
litate,  ac  debits  reverentifl,  et  obedientia,  tanqnam  ottsnuRi  sunm  et  commiaaariam 
nostrum  sab  pasnia  pro  qn&litate  culpae,  ant  inobedientite  irreuussibiliter  extendendia 
auscipere  tenebitnr,  non  tameu  aokmniter  pulaatia  campania  ad  eccleauun  introdocere, 
quod  nobis  tantum,  nostrisque  vudtatoribna  reservamua. 

Sub  illud  igitnr  tempna  pnesentise  ana?  non  solum  snpellectileiu,  et  omanwDta, 
ordinem  et  decorem  in  eccleriu,  et  circa  illam  mnnditiem  sacrorum.  linteamhium,  pr*> 
cipne  corporalium,  purineatoriorum  subpallorom,  an  cum  inventario  concordet,  sed 
etiam  fructos  omnes,  fundos,  redditus,  proventus,  poaaeanonea,  jura,  privilegia,  dotes 
beneficiorum,  inacriptiones  aummarnm  diiigenter  coo  note  t,  maxim e  aotem  de  riti  et 
conversatione  aacerdotnm,  ac  de  acandalia  et  excearibns  notoriia  inter  perochianos 
ntriuaqne  aexne  inquirat,  et  defectua  omnea  tarn  in  apnitnaKbna,  quam  temporalibue 
rebus  accurate  et  exact*  deacribaL  Viaitationea  anas  ad  nos,  offirinmque  nostrum 
remittat,  et  super  omnibus  pra>miaria  informet. 

Pneterea,  ad  illomm  officiom  spectare  dignoscitnr,  de  vacantibns  qoocnnque  modo 
eccleauB,  nos,  aut  officiutn  uostrura  quantocifia  eertiores  reddere.  Proiude,  cam 
otcamifl  inandierit  aliquem  ex  clero  tonoi tanali  grarher  infirmari,  eoDdem  persona- 
liter  visitet,  et  ad  anmenda  tempeetive  aacramenta,  ac  teatamentam  faciendum  suaviter 
indocat     Quod  si  qaempiam  ex  clero  sui  Ottamataa  diem  ultimum  oUre  contigcrit. 
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n  citra  nliam  dilationem  Dttaxo  virions  illi  defancto  parochus  cum 
expressione,  testatosne,  an  intestatus  deceaserit,  tenebitur.  Quo  facto,  si  ille  testatus 
decesrit,  m  on  obit  gcttmu?  executores,  at  quamprimiim  ad  locum  loci  descendant, 
factftque  circa  corpus  defuncti  disposition*,  ante  omnia  adhibitis  saltern  duobus 
teatibus,  rnvcntarium  tam  jurium,  et  Bupellectuis  ecclesiastica?,  quam  rerum  defuncti 
revideant,  ac  veriflcent,  aut,  si  non  est  confectum,  conficiant,  atque  cum  teatibus 
subscribant,  rebnaque  obsigillatis,  ac  sub  fideli  custodia  relictia  cum  inventario  et 
Hafmtato  pro  approbatione  illiua  procuranda,  ad  uos,  rave  ofncialem  nostrum  g«ne- 
ralem  recurran  t. 

Si  verb  quispiam  de  clero  intestatus  decesseiit,  tunc  ipsemet  Ortsnuft  ea,  qua  supra, 
adimpleat,  et  confectum  derelictorum  inventariup  aut  ipsemet  aflerat,  ant  quam- 
primiim per  expressum  nuntium  ad  noa,  vel  officium  nostrum  transmittal,  expectans 
tantinper  noetram  dispoaitionem.  Qua!  iter cunque  etiam  vacaverit  ecclesia,  ipse 
interim  bran**,  (ottano  autem  mortuo  vicinior  parochus  haw,  et  aupradicta  peragut) 
omni  meliori  modo  ipsi  in  tamporalibus  et  spititaalibus  providendo,  donee  nuntio 
delate  noa,  aive  officium  nostrum  per  datom  commendam  aliter  diaposuerimus. 

Sicuti  autem  tucsno*,  quasi  bicsriox  foraneW  in  partem  solicitudinis  nostra?  assump- 
aunns,  et  per  eoa  unirersss  dweceaw  prosperitatem,  ac  pericula  contemplamur :  ita 
eosdem  special!  reverentifi  ab  omnibus  Tolumus  honorari.  Quapropter  qwecunque 
ex  vi  officii  sui,  snia  in  fcttMMtfvW  ad  mentem  aynodi  prasentis,  aut  sacrorum 
canonum  prssceperint,  lis  omnino  a  clero  Of  can  all  obtemperandum  decenumus. 
Sancta  et  aalubri  cogitation*  exontndi  pro  mortnis  pennoti,  statuimus  quoque  aucto- 
ritate  pmesentis  ajnodi,  ut  quotiea  in  brcntalu  continent  aUquem  sacerdotera  mori, 
extuuc  b»tau«S  extreditig  ad  primam  notinam  Uteris,  universum  omnatai  aui  clerum 
in  virtute  hujua  statuti  synodats  requrrat,  quatenus  pro  animA  confratrisparochi  duas 
miatas  cum  officio  defunctorum,  pro  animft  autem  vicarii  unam  misaam,  ut  primum 
potent  commode,  quilibet  absohat,  aitniua  post  fata  sua  habiturus  suffragia. 

Statuimus  prarterea,  ut  nullus  benenciatus  a  quopiam  alio,  nisi  ab  ipsomet  bctano 
soo  ftnanto,  ant  si  ottanu*  justam  impediment!  legitimi  babuerit  excusationem  a 
designato  ad  hunc  actum  coudecanali  parocho  dads  ad  eundem  ab  ipsomet  Qtcano 
uteris  introducatnr  in  prssentia  executorum  antecessoris,  qui  juxta  inventarium  a 
trtauo,  et  executoribna,  awe  duobus  ad  minimum  teetibus,  ac  demiim  a  seipso  sub 
acriptum,  et  prius  fideliter  revisum  eccleaiie  et  domus  plebanaUs  aupellectilem.  resque 
omnea  dereuctas  cum  augmento  aliqno  pneteriti  inventarii  recipiet.  Cujus  inventarii 
exemplar  nntun  manebit  in  archivio  eccLeais,  alind  a  brcano  et  noviter  instaltato 
pariteT  subscriptam,  quilibet  benenciatus  intra  unum  mensem  post  suam  introduc- 
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tionem  ad  noa,  sive  offidnm  nostrum  cub  poena  20  tnarcarnm  per  instigatorem  officii 
urgenda  referre,  et  penes  acta  relinqnere  tenebitur. 

Meminerint  quoque  Decani  admonere  buob  parochoe,  qnatenua  unnaquisque  intra 
limitps  ante  parochise  cruces  in  tub  publicia  venerationi  fidelium  expositas,  et  vetus- 
tate  aut  ventonun  vi  collapses,  sive  quocunque  modo  defbrmataa,  tolli  curet,  novia 
in  illarnm  locum  sabatitutia,  ne  per  hunc  memorise  Pawionia  Dominica;  neglectain 
inter  Jndaoe  et  hnreticos  abundet  acandalnm. 

Ut  antem  eo  cnligentius,  et  citra  ulluin  reapectnm  peraonanun  officium  annm 
obeant  illos  circa  ani  inatitutumem  ad  bctanatum  jnramentum  corporale  juxta  rotfaam 
et  formam  juramenti  a  nobis  pttMcript&m  et  hie  eppoaitam  pnestare  debere  ordi- 
namnB. 

Jubamentum  Srchipt tab  stratum,  bivb  Bccanoronu 

"  Ego  JV.  spondeo  ac  juro,  Ac." 

Quia  vera  ad  pnescna  aliqui  inveniuntar  Decani,  qui  non  sunt  atcbtprtabnttri,  ideb 
salvia  modemis  poflsesaoribns,  in  futnrum  mnnus  becanocatn  ad  solos  stc$ipte*&gtcro? 
debere  spectare  declaramna.  Quoa  speciali  favore  prosequi  volentes  tam  «rbiptr*OB- 
tetofl,  qnam  Delano*,  qui  officium  bicacfocura  foraneonim  anatinent,  aemel  pro  semper 
durante  illorum  officio  ad  audiendas  confessiones  approbanras,  et  facultatem  enam  k 
casinos  reservana  sedi  ordinarue  absolvcndi,  et  appanmenta  pro  ecclesns  sni  districtus, 
nbi  non  intercedit  sacra  unctio,  benedicendi,  hac  synodal!  consUtntume  impertimnr. 
CC.  Germanix,  Tom.x.  pv521 — 525. 


StthtirrlanD. 

SECT.  L— Wot  rat  af  j&itten. 

Duties  op  Kutal  17fcar»  in  the  Diockse  of  Sittbn,  or  Sion,  under 
Bishop  Hildebrand  Jobt,  A.D.  mdcixvi. 

MULTUH  ntnm  eat  in  officio  iiicarlotum  ruraltum,  nt  episcopna  variis  ctistentna 
negotiia,  per  eoa  nonnibil  sublevetur,  clems,  populnaque  supra  et  infra  Horgiam 
in  officio  contineatnr,  cnltna  divinua  angeatnr,  virtus  excolatur,  vitia  touantur,  novem 
proinde  per  nos,  vel  nostrum  vicarinm  generalem  in  spiritualibus,  et  teuiporalibns 
omnino  bitarii  iiiralc*  eligentur  probates  rite,  et  eruditionia,  magnaeque  ciperientise 
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viri.  Electi  se  quamprimum  nobis  sistent,  pro  faeiendft  fidei  professjone,  pro  pne- 
stando  obedientisa  et  fidelitatis  juramento,  ac  denique  pro  aceipiendU  bitariatus 
tut*  It*  conn  relatione,  sine  qui.  nemini  fungi  officio  tali  perauttimus.  Officium  ejus- 
ifiodi  b  (ratio  mm  erit  quotannis  Kmel  tapltuluui  cam  confr&tribus  celebrare ;  Ulis 
constitntiones  synodales  prcelegere,  ortaa  subinde  in  eis  intelligendis,  vel  ad  pruim 
redigendis  difficullates  explicare,  graraminibus  com  eccleaiasticorum,  turn  lalcorum 
occurrere,  consulere,  sublevare,  in  vitam,  mores,  doctrinam,  et  munus  cleri,  populique 
inquirere,  ecclesias,  sacrum  supeuectUem,  pnedia  visiture,  in  census  beneficiomm, 
decimaaque  inqoirere ;  hospitalia,  ac  eoruin  jura  et  proventus  diligenter  inspicere; 
clerieomm  tedes  et  familial  studios*  lastrsxe ;  defectns  et  excessus  minores  corrigere, 
majores  vero,  enjuamodi  sunt  scandals,  hajresea,  lectio  vel  retentio  librorum  prohibi- 
tornm  ad  nos  referre.  Omnes  suae  jurisdiction  is  ecclesias  annis  singulis  obibunt, 
quid  coins  loco  desk,  annotabnnt,  minora  reformabunt,  majora  nobis  com  men  dab  unt, 
quid  deniqoe  in  annua  visitatione  fecerint,  quid  notaverint,  quid  improbaverint, 
appro  b&verintve,  quid  emendaverint,  vel  emendandum  duxerint,  id  omne  scripto  dare, 
peropicue,  suecincte,  atque  sincere  comprehensom  nobis  actutum  reprffisentabunt.  In 
negligcntes  gravit^r  animadvertemua.  Cbaritas  exigit,  ut  confrntres  tanqoam  membra 
de  membro  mutuo  se  foveant  in  Christo,  mutuo  ample  etantur,  sibiqne  opitulentur, 
enjus  rei  speciuiina  crebriora  dabunt,  ut  sit  ecclesiastic  orum  cor  uuum,  et  anima  una, 
stent  est  omnium  sponsa  una  Christi  ecclesia.  Anteibit  omnibus  exemplo  quivia 
bicarfu*  in  districto  soo,  maxime  enm  aliquem  ex  confratribus  suis  morbo  laborantem 
intellexerit,  at  eum  invisat,  sotetur,  ei  necessaria,  cum  spiritualia,  turn  temporalia 
subnunistret,  ut  omnes  intelligant  ecclesiam  Dei  ministria  suis  novercam  non  esse, 
sed  matrem,  cbaritatemque  in  ecclesiasticis  ad  se  mutuo  fovendos  ac  juvandos,  usque 
ad  extremum  vita;  spiritual,  vulgarem  non  ease.  Ita  net,  ut  clerus,  et  popolus  ubique. 
iocorum,  non  partim  sedificetur,  et  ecclesia  Dei  miris  laudibus  extollatur.  >Jf  carforura 
denique  erit  nos,  vel  fiscum  nostrum  quantocius  certiorem  facere  de  morte  defnncti 
curati.  Ante  omnia  meminerint  jastorum  defuncto  persolvendorum,  ut  nihil  deside- 
retar,  advocatis  aliunde  aliquot  ex  confratribus  sacerdotibus.  Quod  ai  tarn  curta 
defnncti  supellex  easet,  ut  sumptibus  fauebribus  par  non  fbret,  reliquum  ex  fabrics 
ecclesia),  cui  deaervivit,  sumatur,  vel  aliunde  (si  fabrics  ipsa  laboret)  accipiatur.  De 
Buccesaore  idoneo  quamprimum  providentur,  ne  viduata  diii  maneat  ecclesia.  Intere4 
temporis  bitarius  ruralls,  vel  ipse,  vel  per  alium  viduaue  inseTviat  ecclesia?,  percipi- 
endo  et  gaudeudo,  pro  rata  ejus,  temporis  beneficii  fhictibus,  donee  alius  eligatur  et 

.  CC.  Germatua,  Tom.  lx.  p.  365, 366. 
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SECT.  I.— SioctM  at  Bcquf. 

Dbckus  or  rut  Provincial  Stnod  or  Awjui,  respecting  f«m»»M  TP1t««  on 
Be***  Mural,  bt  AjtcriBTSHOP  Cawioiaw,  A.D.  mdlxiiv. 

UT  episcopns  in  urbe  etkm  eileraaro  gregem  fscUiua  quasi  prajeena  intneri  at 
curare  poarit,  deligat  aliquot  probatoa  saoerdotea,  qui  literanun  aeianba,  moramqne 
integritate,  et  renun  agendarom  nan  pneatanuorea  mat,  quibne  singulis  impoeito 
bUatti  fount  {  nomine,  triboat  certaa  ragionea  dicaceab  tow,  oeto,  vel  decern  paro- 
chiales  ecclesias  coanttentaa,  constitute  tamen  bfcariatv  in  aHquo  loco  inaigniori  et 
frequentiori,  illis  antem  earn  tacnltatem  tribuere  potent  episcopua,  quasi  ipan,  at  pro 
ulorum  eruditione,  et  pro  locorum,  temponunve  radons  triboervlam  oeoraerit. 

II ii  autem  bitatfi  regionis  sibi  per  epiacopum  conuniaeai  pnesbiterea  cnjnacaunqne 
conditionis,  coram  animarum  nafaenUa  aemel  iringnlia  mensibna  modo  in  unam,  modo 
in  aliam  ejus  regionis.  parochialem  ecclesiam  congTegent;  idque  in  orbestt  andem 
online  semper  raciaut.  Pridie  ejus  diei  quam  in  nrnun  locum  eonveeuant,  peroata 
sua  orones  conflteantur,  nt  congreganonu  die  in  eft.  accteaia,  in  qui.  congtagaa ,-fca. 
rint,  misaam  aingnli  celebrare  poaaint.  Tarn  uuiveni  in  chore  miasm  convamoalew 
pro  mortois  solemni  more  cantent,  in  qua  eonun  aliqnis  a  vicario  in  priori  congre- 
gatione  admomtus  concionem  ad  populum  habeat 

Confectia  sacria,  processionem  omnea  per  totum  vicum  oppidnmve,  ant  circa  cceine- 
terinm  saltern  obeaot:  turn  vero  in  domo  parochi  simul,  eft  qui  decet  modeatift  et 
charitate,  nno  tantum  ferculo  contend,  dbum  capiant  i  nee  in  mensft  deait  lectio 
nlicnjns  pii  libri.  Deinde  assurgentes  omnea,  et  gratiaa  Deo  agentea,  bin!  ad  eccle- 
siara  se  conferant,  nbi  peracua  gratua,  indnant  singnli  snos  snperpelliccos,  BttarinK 
verb  etiam  itolam  adnibeat,  et  per  com  dicta  oratione  in  principio  congregationis 
recitari  aolitt,  omnea  assideant  et  inter  ae  conferant,  qna>  ad  boni  pastoris  offidura, 
et  ad  coram  aniraarum  recti  administrandom  pertinent,  et  de  difficnltatibna,  et 
inconunodia  suaram  parochiarum  consulant,  nt  iia  common!  connlio  remedia  oppor- 
tune adhibeant. 

lidem  antem  bit  ail  I  libellom  de  casibna  conscientie  anaeloncn  sedi  et  epiacopu 
reaervatia  metropolitan!  curt  edendnm  reliquia  aacerdonbns  legent,  et  aliquot  capita, 
turn  harnm  constitutionnm,  turn  eamm,  qua  in  pynodia  ( 
aliquid  ei  probata,  aJiqua  summa  de  casibus  conaejentiai  exnlkabont. 
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Preecipu&  autem  de  presbiterorum  vitil  et  moribus  qiuerant,  et  quales  ae  in  paslo- 
rali  pnebeant  curft :  et  on  eonun  culpa  in  ecclesi&  diviuus  coitus  uesderetur :  an  re 
ipsa  prastentur  ea  quas  epiacopi  vel  alii  eonim  nomine  in  eceleaiarom  necessitate™ 
earumve  reparationem  impend!  juseerint :  an  libros  habeant  quos  pnesertim  ex  bujna 
aynodi  decreto  habere  debent:  quomodo  —miri— imniti  eucharistia:  sacramentom 
recti  refigwaJqne  aaaerrenir:  an  quSlibet  hebdomad*  renovator,  pneterei  an  ea,  qua* 
in  mhos  sacrificio  adlribentnr,  utl  caliees,  corporalta,  pnrificatoria,  mappnve  altaris 
para  mBudave,  ae  decentia  tint.  An  baptiaterium,  et  aacroram  oleoram  vara  tuto 
ae  deeenter  ■sserrentur.  An  libros  habeant  baptizatorum,  chrismatorum,  conjuga- 
tunun  et  tnoituornm  et  hot  separates,  et  decentea. 

An  reoqua  in  hBc  synodo  deereta  serventur.  De  hn  omnibus,  et  si  quid  mandarit 
pecaliarher  epwcopus,  deque  aire,  qua)  ad  utilitatem  animarum  epiacopi  cogniabnem 
rimirii  isnl.  ipsum  per  Hteras  diHgenter  certiorem  fadant. 

Qnonea  in  urbem  venerint,  primum  episcopum  adeant :  deque  eorum  statu,  qui 
aibi  commbei  rant,  earn  accurate  moneant. 

Curati  tcto  ooicumque,  qu&vis  dignitate  pnediti  bitirii*  obtemperent,  quod  si  aliqui 
ad  conveniendum  negligentes,  vel  ad  mandate  eorundem  bitariorum  exequenda  eon- 
f  maces  fuerint,  epiacopi  in  ulos  pro  modo  culpa;  animadvert  ant.  Hi  autem  bitarfi, 
voluntate  epiacopi  ab  officio  amoreri  semper  possint,  ac  ai  male  id  administrarint, 
poenaa  dent  ejnedem  epiacopi  judicio. 

Deereta  Synodi  Provinc.  Aqaeiiris,  p.  122 — 124. 


ltU00ta. 

SECT.  I.— Macrae  of  £toMoto  anil  Kaluga. 

IiwraDCTtOMS  roa  thf  Viagorfacnnlr  of  the  Diocesb  or  Moscow  and  Kaluga, 
it  AacHBisHop  Platon,  Mbtropolitan,  A.D.  mdcclxxy. 

i.  A  Wlagorbtnaoi  is  a  person  aelected  by  episcopal  authority  and  care,  from 
the  most  worthy,  the  moat  intelligent,  the  most  virtuous  of  the  priesthood,  for  the 
observance  of  order  and  propriety  hi  the  church  of  Qod ;  especially  amongst  those 
who  serve  in  it — the  priests,  the  deacons,  and  other  ecclesiastical  persons ;  to  the 
advantage  of  their  fallow-Christians,  and  to  the  glory  of  God, 
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ii.  Therefore,  O  90  la  go  ci>nino  f,  it  is  the  duty  of  your  office  diligently  to  observe 
that  good  order  be  kept  ia  all  the  churches  entrusted  to  your  care ;  agreeably  to  the 
rules  of  the  Holy  Fathers,  and  the  ecclesiastical  regulations;  and  to  be  very  cautious 
that  nothing  disorderly,  superstitious,  or  scandalous,  happen  in  diem. 

ill.  To  observe  that  the  Antimimt '  be  not  too  old,  neither  torn  nor  faded ;  and, 
if  such  a  one  be  discovered,  to  present  it. 

iv.  That  the  covering  of  the  altar,  and  the  Srachetta'  for  the  Jtrtvenik*.  be  not 
too  old  or  torn,  nor  made  of  inferior  materials ;  that  the  table  be  suitable  to  the  holy 
place,  either  painted  or  covered  with  painted  cloth :  and  if  any  one  of  the  above- 
mentioned  defects  appear,  to  put  the  parishioners  in  mind  of  it ;  and  to  incline 
them,  by  exhortations,  to  exert  themselves  to  repair  it ;  and,  in  the  event  of  their 
negligence,  to  represent  them. 

v.  To  take  nonce  of  the  Bi&uUa*,  and  the  church-plate.  That  the  itta ' — the 
Stfcati* — Podrizmki' — Epitrakiii* — PorwcA*'— the  Guttle* — be  made  of  suitable 
materials;  that  they  be  not  used  when  too  old  or  torn:  that  the  vessels — the 
Polir  " — the  Discott " — the  Zvada  a — and  the  Lijitsa  " — should  be  of  silver ;  and 
that  the  Potir  should  be  gilt  inside :  but  if  he  finds  that  they  are  not  of  silver,  be  is 
to  exhort  the  parishioners,  by  their  zeal  for  holy  church,  to  make  all  the  vessels  of  silver, 

vi.  To  observe  that  the  holy  3firo"  be  kept,  without  mixture  or  defilement,  in  a 

(')  Antimirui — a  square  place  of  silk-stuff,  worked  with  dliferent  Scriptural  figure*  or 
subjects,  answering  to  the  corporate  of  the  Romish  Church. 

(*)  Sraehelta — a  cloth  of  gold-stuff,  figured. 

{')  Jrrrioenik — the  table  where  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper  is  prepared,  before  it 
ii  sdmiuistered :  the  name  meant  aa  altar  or  place  of  iacr\fice. 

(')  Rixnitsa — the  wardrobe  of  the  church,  containing  the  priests',  deacons',  and  other 


(*)  fltri — priests' gowns.  (*)  Sticari    deacon*'  gowns. 

( T )  Pndrinniki — part  of  the  priest's  drew,  worn  under  the  gown. 

(')  Epilrakili — scarfs  worn  over  the  neck. 

(')  PorvM — »  short  tight  sleeve  or  cuff,  reaching  from  the  head  to  the  elbow.  N.B.  The 
prism'  gowns  are  cut  like  our  preaching-go wo«,  or  rather  like  those  of  the  scholars  in 
Oxford.  Those  in  which  they  officiate  always  belong  to  the  church,  and  are  generally  of 
the  richeit  and  most  showy  materials.  As  they  wear  no  coat  under  their  gown,  the  Poruchi 
are  meant  to  carer  the  lower  part  of  the  arm,  which  would  be  otherwise  exposed. 

(Il1)  Polir — the  cup.  (")  DitOM* — the  paten. 

( ")  Zvt*da — literally,  Star  [  the  shape  of  the  silver  vessel  which  covers  the  consecrsted 

(  ")  L»jilia—tk  gold  spoon,  in  which  the  bread  and  wine  are  given. 
(M)  Mire— chrism  used  in  baptism. 
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suitable  silver,  or  crystal,  or  at  least  a  glass  vessel,  on  the  altar,  in  a  separate  box, 
even  if  it  be  made  of  wood ;  in  which  also  the  oil,  in  a  small  vase,  the  teuton,  the 
sponge,  and  the  twig  used  for  anointing  at  christenings,  should  be  kept,  in  complete 
order. 

vn.  To  observe  that  the  holy  Obraza'  be  painted  in  a  splendid  and  tasteful 
manner,  particularly  at  the  renewing  the  ItonoitMU1,  or  at  the  rebuilding  the 
temple ;  and  if  he  find  any  obrtuet  painted  improperly,  in  a  manner  likely  to  give 
offence,  and  particularly  if  any  of  them  be  graven,  to  present  them. 

viil  It  is  necessary  that  every  church  should  have  a  center ;  an  ukrojmik ' ;  a  ladle 
of  silver,  brass,  or  pewter;  a  btuin,  to  hold  the  holy-water;  a  krapiia*;  small  eases, 
either  of  silver,  brass,  or  pewter,  for  blessing  the  loaves ;  a  duA,  of  silver,  brass,  or 
pewter,  for  holding  hot-water,  and  other  rues ;  more  than  one  caadlatick  of  brass  or 
tin,  for  lighting  the  candles  before  the  altar,  the  Jertnmk,  and  the  Naloi  * ;  a  Naioi 
for  reading  the  Gospel,  and  for  the  continued  readings  before  the  Amhim1;  a  painted 
table,  made  of  suitable  materials,  for  the  consecration  of  the  holy-water  and  the 
Pamakido ' :  whatever,  in  short,  is  usual  in  well-supplied  churches,  that  the  sJlsgo- 
r$t nxof  is  to  see  provided ;  and  if  any  thing  is  wanting,  to  exhort  and  demand  of  the 
parishioners  to  supply  it. 

ix.  It  is  necessary  that  every  church  should  have  its  proper  number  of  books 
required  for  the  performance  of  Divine  Service  ;  such  as,  A  copy  of  the  Gospel,  for 
the  altar,  covered  with  rich  tissue,  and  ornamented — A  copy  of  the  Acts  of  the 
Apostles — A  Prayer-book — lives  of  the  Saints  for  every  month— The  Church  Laws 
—The  Triodes,  for  Fasts  and  Festivals— Two  Odaiki  *— A  regular  Psalter— A  book 
of  Daily  Service— The  great  and  little  TVe&mV— The  Yermolog w— The  small 
Prayer-book — The  Book  for  the  Service  on  the  Anniversary  of  the  Ascension  to  the 

( ')  Obraxsi  is  the  name  given  by  the  Russians  to  their  picture!  of  the  Saviour  and  the 
Saints. 

( ' )  lanuittmit  is  the  screen  before  the  altar,  on  which  many  of  the  Obraset  are  placed. 
( ' )  Ukropnik — the  vessel  la  which  the  holy-water  ii  contained,  when  the  priest  blesses  the 

(*)  Ktvpile — the  hair-brush  for  sprinkling  the  holy-water. 
(*)  Naloi — a  small  moveable  reading-desk. 

(")  Amber*— that  part  of  the  church  which  is  separated  from  the  altar  by  the  tcresa,  and 
raised  above  the  rest  of  the  church  by  three  steps. 
( ' )  Panmkido  -  -  the  service  for  the  dead. 

(")  OdaHu — hymns  for  eight  voices,  composed  by  John  Damascene. 
(>)  Trebnik— tho  Ritual,  or  order  for  the  Service.  (  ")  Yermoioff— sacred  hymns. 
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Throne,  and  for  that  of  tho  Anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Poltava — The  Service  for 
the  Dead — aad  A  Table  of  Solemn  Holydaya — Newly  published  Sermons '.  And  if 
any  of  the  above-named  books  be  not  found  in  your  churches ;  and  if  they  are  found 
there,  but  are  torn,  very  old,  or  in  old  print;  yon  are  to  require  of  the  parishioners 
that  these  books,  aa  being  necessary  to  the  service  of  God,  aboold  be  purchased ;  and 
in  case  of  their  neglecting  to  do  so,  yon  are  to  present  them. 

x.  It  is  very  advantageous  and  necessary  that  every  church  should  have  books  for 
the  instruction  of  the  clergy  and  laity;  such  as,  the  Holy  Bible;  also  the  following 
books,  The  Margant1— The  Acts— The  Mission  and  the  Life  of  Saint  Chrysostom— 
Bodes  containing  the  Loves  of  (be  Saints,  with  their  prefaces — An  Abridgment  of 
she  Word  of  God— The  Bookoar1,  aad  the  Snort  Catedumn— The  Book  of  the 
Blessed— The  Sermons  of  Gideon,  Theophaa,  and  MinMieff— Spiritual  Regulations — 
An  exhortstioM  to  Dissenters,  and  other  publications  and  nsefel  spiritual  books,  it 
is  therefore  the  duty  of  the  Vlaajechrmtoi,  in  his  own  person,  and  by  means  of  the 
priests  (of  his  cirde),  to  exhort  the  parishioners  to  buy  tile  above-named  books  (even 
though  they  may  mot  be  able  to  tray  all  at  one  time),  and  to  gire  them  to  the  church. 
And  if  there  is  a  sufficient  sum  of  money  belonging  to  die  church,  the  VUforhrntat 
has  a  tight,  with  the  knowledge  of  the  priest  and  churchwarden,  to  expend  it  in  the 
purchase  of  these  books. 

xx  Ton  are  to  observe,  that  the  place  round  the  church,  usually  called  the  Pogott 
(chiireh-yard),  should  not  be  too  small;  that  it  be  fenced  in;  that  it  be  not  built 
upon;  that  it  be  not  covered  with  rubbish ;  that  it  be  not  occupied  by  any  iaiBsimii 
buildings ;  said  be  hep*  decently  clean ; — that  the  graves  be  dug  la  the  place  assigned 
for  the  burial  of  oh*  dead,  not  too  absdlow,  but  aa  deep  as  posstbto ;  aiid  thM  Ihe  dead 
bodies  ha  covered  up  with  all  due  care. 

in.  If  any  of  your  churches  are  getting  very  old  or  decayed,  if  they  leak  through 
the  ceiling,  if  they  threaten  to  feu,  or,  at  all  events,  if  by  their  ruinous  state  they 
bring  disgrace  to  the  holy  place,  it  is  your  duty,  O  sfbenthranai,  to  exhort  the 
parishioners  to  exert  themselves,  either  to  build  a  new  church,  or  to  repair  tile  old 
one ;  and  to  write  for  permission  so  to  do.  In  the  mean  tune,  it  is  your  duty  to 
piasuul  those  churches  that  are  becoming  dilapidated. 

xiii.  If,  on  examination,  any  of  your  churches  appear  to  have  too  small  a  revenue; 

( ' )  I  baiters,  those  of  Piston's  writing.  , 

(')  Mttrgarit — m  collection  of  instructive  sermons  of  the  Holy  Fathers. 

(° )  Boekvat — she  first  Introductory  book  :  literally.  Alphabet. 
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if  they  have  too  small  a  glebe,  and  are  badly  provided  with  plate;  and  the  incumbent 
has  not  sufficient  to  rapport  him ;  and  other  parishes  are  very  near  these  churches, 
such  you  are  to  present,  with  the  particular  circumstances  thereof 

xiv.  If  a  church  be  burnt  down,  you  are  immediately  to  present  it  And,  in  the 
mean  time,  to  exhort  and  require  of  the  parishioners  to  exert  thenuelvei  to  build  a 
new  church,  and  that  they  should  oak  for  permission  to  do  it  And  yon  are  particu- 
larly to  exhort  them  to  build  it  of  atone,  for  the  take  of  it*  durability,  at  well  aa  then- 
own  private  advantage.  Ton  are  alao  to  entruit  the  pariah  priest  with  the  taik  of 
exhorting  the  parishioners  to  exert  themselves. 

xv.  When  a  new  church  is  being  erected,  and  the  benediction  is  to  be  given  to  it 
by  the  diocesan,  you  are  to  take  care  that  the  temple  be  built  and  ornamented  in  a 
manner  agreeably  to  the  instructions  given  by  the  archbishop  to  that  effect,  according 
to  the  model  of  other  holy  temples;  to  insist  that  too  much  time  be  not  consumed  in 
the  construction;  and,  if  any  obstacle  causing  a  long  delay  should  arias,  to  report  H 
with  explanations.  When  the  temple  is  built,  you  are  to  make  a  list  of  all  the 
buildings  belonging  to  the  church,  of  toe  images,  of  the  plater  of  the  vestments,  of 
the  books,  and  of  every  thing  required  for-  the  toa  of  the  church,  as  nwnteoned 
above ;  and  to  present  it,  at  die  same  time  aa  the  petition  from  the  parishioners  for 
permission  to  have  their  temple  consecrated. 

xvi.  Yob  are  diligently  to  observe,  that  the  priests,  the  deacons,  sent  others 
belonging  to  the  church,  but  especially  the  priests,  lead  honest,  steady,  peaceable,  and 
conciliatory  Uvea,  becoming  their  stations ;  and  that  they  be  correct  and  orderly  in 
the  performance  of  their  duties :  you  are  to  take  the  greatest  cere  that  decy  be  not  in 
the  habit  of  intoxicating  themselves,  or  of  frequenting  public-bouses;  but  that  they 
conduct  themselves  soberly,  and  in  a  manner  becoming  servants  of  the  akar  ami 
Christian  pastors.  But  if  you  remark  any  one  often  intoxicated,  diagraoing  himself 
by  drunkenness,  or  performing  his  sacred  duties  when  not  in  a  sober  state,  yon  are 
to  present  such  a  one,  without  any  concealment 

xvn.  To  take  care  that  the  priests  perform  the  regular  Service  without  mil,  at  feast 
ou  Sundays,  and  on  other  holy  and  solemn  days;  and  that,  on  other  days,  they  chaunt 
the  Chant  '.perform  the  Vespers  end  Matins,  and  do  not  neglect  the  Service  appointed 
for  the  forty  days  (between  the  Resurrection  and  Ascension). 

i viii.  That  no  service  be  performed  by  those  who  are  at  enmity  until  they  be 
reconciled. 

( ' )  Carnal    a  short  Service  for  week-days. 
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xix.  You  are  to  insist  strongly,  0  ffilagotfacnuoi,  that  your  priests  keep  the  holy  gifts 
(for  the  use  of  the  church)  in  the  churches,  at  the  altar,  in  silver-boxes ;  or,  in  case  of 
need,  in  pewter  ;  and  that  they  frequently  inspect  them,  that  they  receive  no  injury  ; 
and  from  henceforth  not  to  allow  the  priests  to  keep  these  holy  gifts  in  their  houses, 
under  a  heavy  penalty ;  and  when  there  is  a  necessity  of  taking  them  into  the  houses 
of  the  parishioners,  for  the  sake  of  administering'  the  Sacrament  to  the  sick,  that  the 
priests  walk  with  a  decorum  suitable  to  such  a  mystery,  and  cany  them  on  their 
breasts,  either  in  boxes  made  of  superior  materials  on  purpose  for  them,  or  in  cloth 
bags. 

xx.  Holy  Baptism  is  to  be  performed  in  the  church,  in  the  presence  of  the  deacons 
and  other  church-servants ;  unless  some  very  important  cause  should  require  the 
child  to  be  baptized  in  the  house.  The  child  is  not  to  be  baptized  (inimersed)  in 
water  which  is  too  cold,  or  mixed  with  ice,  especially  during  the  winter,  lest  it  should 
injure  the  health  of  the  child. 

xxi.  The  priests  are  not  to  allow  dead  bodies  to  remain  longer  than  twenty-four 
hours  in  the  church ;  and  not  to  allow  them  to  remain  at  all  dure,  except  in  cases  of 
absolute  necessity ;  bat  as  soon  as  they  are  brought,  to  read  the  funeral  service  over 
them,  and  bury  them  where  it  is  prescribed. 

xxii.  It  is  your  duly,  O  Vlagocbmnoi,  to  give  instruction  to  your  priests,  according 
to  your  own  discretion,  especially  to  those  who  are  not  very  enlightened,  how  they 
are  to  confess  their  spiritual  children ;  how  they  are  to  bind  and  loose  the  consciences 
of  man,  as  God  shall  teach  yon  in  this  matter. 

xxiii.  You  are  to  take  the  greatest  care  that  your  priests  do  not  perform  the 
marriage-ceremony  in  doubtful  cases ;  for  from  such  proceed  great  difficulties  and 
misfortunes,  to  those  who  marry,  and  to  those  who  are  married:  doubtful  cases  are — 
when  there  Is  too  near  a  relationship  or  connexion ; — if  the  bride  or  bridegroom  are 
not  of  a  proper  age — or  if  one  of  the  parties  is  very  young,  and  the  other  very  old — 
if  either  party  are  compelled  to  marry — if  children  wish  to  marry  without  the  consent 
of  parents — when  either  party  has  a  wife  or  husband  living,  from  whom  they  have 
separated,  or  who  has  run  away  from  them,  or  if  they  do  not  know  what  has  become 
of  titem — if  a  person  wishes  to  be  married  not  in  his  own  parish — if  the  person  about 
to  be  married  is  not  of  sound  mind — or  any  similar  cause ; — in  any  such  cases  you 
are  not,  on  any  account,  to  allow  your  priests  to  perform  the  marriage-ceremony,  but 
to  forbid  them ;  and  to  make  a  report  concerning  the  case,  and  to  wait  the  decision. 

xxiv.  To  take  care,  that,  before  marriage,  three  publications  should  be  made  in  the 
church,  of  the  names  of  those  who  are  to  be  married ;  to  see  if  there  be  no  imped!- 
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meat,  and  to  make  the  lawful  and  confidential  inquiries;  and  that  the  marriage- 
ceremony  be  performed,  .during  the  day,  in  the  church,  in  the  presence  of  the  deacon 
and  church -servants. 

ixt.  That  Divine  Service  be  performed  decorously,  and  not  in  a  hurry,  and  that 
two  voices  be  never  heard  at  the  same  time ;  that  the  church-servants  be  correct  in 
their  reading  and  chaunting :  but  if,  after  your  exhortations,  they  continue  ignorant 
and  incorrect  in  their  reading  and  chaunting,  you  are  to  present  them. 

xxvi.  Henceforth,  you  are  not  to  allow  the  institution  of  new  processions  with  the 
Crass,  or  the  building  of  chapels,  without  permission. 

xxvu.  On  holydays,  at  Christmas  and  Easter-week,  and  on  the  day  of  the  dedi- 
cation of  the  church,  the  priests,  with  the  church-servants,  are  to  go  decently  and 
steadily  into  the  honses  of  such  of  their  parishioners  as  desire  it,  with  the  life-giving 
Cross ;  but  they  are  not  to  stroll  about  during  the  night,  nor  to  intoxicate  them- 
selves with  inebriating  liquors,  under  pain  of  a  fine,  not  to  he  remitted. 

ixviii.  It  is  necessary  that  the  priests  should  instruct  the  people  in  the  church,  on 
Sundays  and  other  holydays,  by  reading  to  them,  during  service,  latcly-publi*hed 
Sermons ;  and  at  Matins,  a  selection  from  the  Prologues  and  other  holy  books ;  also 
from  the  Word  of  God,  and  the  Catechism,  explaining  it  to  the  parishioners,  as  well 
as  they  can.  But  those  priests  and  deacons  who  have  been  taught  in  the  Schools  are 
frequently  to  preach  their  own  sermons,  to  the  credit  of  their  station,  and  the  profit 
of  their  fellow-Christians. 

xxrx.  It  is  proper  to  see  that  the  priests,  deacons,  and  others  attached  to  the  church, 
remember  their  Catechism  by  heart ;  and  besides  this,  to  insist  that  the  priests  and 
deacons  should  read  over  their  letters  of  orders,  every  Sunday,  before  Morning- Service, 
at  home,  in  their  own  house. 

xxx.  The  deacons,  and  others  attached  to  the  church,  should  respect  and  obey  their 
priest  as  the  superior  of  the  church ;  and  therefore  not  offend  him,  either  by  word  or 
deed.  And  if  they  are  injured  by  him,  let  them  complain  to  yon,  O  ftlagatfcnmoi ;  or 
if  they  choose,  let  them  present  him,  and  wait  for  satisfaction. 

xxxi.  The  priest  is  not  to  dare  to  injure  the  deacon,  or  others  attached  to  the 
church,  by  retaining  their  income,  or  striking  them  with  his  hands  :  but  if  they  appear 
to  him  to  be  incorrect  in  their  conduct,  disorderly,  or  disobedient  to  him,  he  is  to 
present  them  to  the  Kligothnmol  or  his  diocesan. 

xxxii.  The  priest  is  allowed  to  punish  the  deacon,  and  others  attached  to  the 
church,  in  the  following  ways :  To  reprove  them,  first,  in  private,  and  than  before  the 
congregation— to  make  them  bow — toe  deacon  at  the  altar,'  the  others  in  the  body  of 
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the  church,  or  iu  the  porch — to  keep  back  their  income,  and  to  divide  it  amongst 
mow  attached  to  the  church,  who  have  behaved  well,  or  amongst  the  poor ;  but  to 
keep  no  part  for  himself; — and,  when  he  Las  kept  back  their  income,  he  is  imme- 
diately to  inform  the  Vlagochtmnef,  and  to  await  his  confirmation  t  but  if  the  Vlaan- 
tfttnnot  orders  it  to  be  restored,  he  is  to  do  it  immediately.  If  they  are  not  amended 
by  their  punishments,  the  priest  is  to  present  them  to  the  ttlagotbtnrtoi ;  who,  if  he 
does  not  feel  confident  of  correcting  them,  U  to  present  them  to  the  diocesan. 

xxxiii.  The  ttlaqcthermof  is-to  insist  with  the  priests  and  deacons,  that  they  be  not 
eager  of  gain,  or  impertinent ;  but  that  they  be  contested  with  their  stipends — that 
they  do  not  demand  fees  for  any  duty  from  their  parishioners — nor  make  any 
compact  with  each  other,  but  be  contented  with  their  free-will  offerings. 

xxxiv.  Also,  to  insist  that  they  do  not  impertinently  go  to  visit  a  house  where  they 
are  not  invited.  But  if  they  are  invited,  and  know  that  die  house,  whither  tltey  are 
asked,  is  an  honest  one,  has  en  acquaintance  and  friendship  with  priests  like  them- 
selves, with  deacons  and  others  attached  to  the  church,  also  with  well-born  proprietors 
of  land,  with  respectable  merchants  and  cicaens,  (they  may  go  mere).  But  they  are 
not  irregularly  to  contract  friendship,  or  familiarity,  with  every  one.  For  priests 
having  an  holy  and  separate  dignity,  should  conduct  themselves  suitably  to  it,  and 
thus  gain  the  respect  of  others. 

xxxv.  You  are  to  see  that  the  priests,  who  are  widowers,  do  not,  on  any  account, 
keep  about  them  suspicious  female-characters,  in  opposition  to  the  rules  of  the  Holy 
Fathers. 

xxxvi.  No  priest,  or  church-servant,  is  to  go  to  distant  parishes;  that  it,  further 
than  fifteen  vents,  without  your  knowledge,  and  that  only  for  a  short  time — that  bis 
church  be  not  left.  But  you  are  not  to  allow  any  one  to  go  to  another  diocese 
without  the  blessing  of  the  archbishop,  and  without  a  passport  from  the  consistory  or 
spiritual  authorities.  And,  when  any  one  receives  permission,  you  are  to  see  that  the 
priests  of  other  churches  perform  his  duties,  that  in  them  there  be  no  stoppage. 

xtxvn.  If  yon  observe  any  priest,  or  church-servant,  coming  into  your  jurisdiction 
from  another  diocese  without  a  passport,  or  living  there  longer  than  the  prescribed 
time  by  the  passport,  or  serving  and  performing  sacred  duties  without  authority,  you 
are  to  present  such  a  one  to  the  spiritual  authorities,  or  to  the  consistory.  And  yon 
are  to  direct  your  priests  and  church-servants  to  give  you  information  respecting  such 


xxxviii.  Yon  are  not  to  allow  unemployed  priests,  or  church-servants,  to  officiate. 
But  if  the  real  incumbent  is  ill,  dies,  or  is  absent ;  if  he  is  deprived  of  bis  gown,  or 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


Sect.  I.]  ttuesia.- »io«w  of  iHwob  art  ^Kaluga.  337 

sent  away  by  authority :  in  such  cases  only,  you  may  nominate  unemployed  priests, 
or  church-servants,  to  the  performance  of  their  sacred  offices  for  a  time ;  and  present 
the  person  you  nominate,  for  information. 

xxxix.  If  a  priest,  deacon,  or  church-servant  die,  you  are  immediately  to  report 
to  the  consistory,  for  their  information ;  and  if  a  priest,  to  represent  it  also  to  the 
diocesan.  In  the  mean  time,  you  are  to  propose  to  the  parishioners  to  select  a  proper 
pesjon  (to  fill  the  place);  and  to  send  a  petition  (for  confirmation),  attested  under 
your  hand.  And  if  they  do  not  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  priest  in  the  course  of  a 
mouth,  and  to  that  of  a  deacon  or  church-servant  in  the  course  of  two  months,  you 
are  without  fail  to  represent  it. 

xl.  You  ought  to  be  present,  without  doubt,  at  the  election  of  a  priest.  The 
election  is  to  take  place  in  the  church,  in  the  presence  of  all  those  who  belong  to  it, 
as  well  as  the  more  respectable  of  the  parishioners.  After  prayer,  and  an  invocation 
of  the  grace  of  God,  let  them  choose  a  person  worthy  of  such  an  office ;  honourable 
in  his  mode  of  life,  according  to  bis  turn,  and  one  to  be  preferred  amongst  those  who 
are  educated  (for  the  profession),  Therefore  you,  O  Ulagottjennof,  are  to  exhort  the 
parishioners  to  select  a  person  of  such  qualities :  but  if  no  person,  with  such  qualifi- 
cations, belongs  to  that  church,  then  they  are  to  select  one  from  other  churches,  or  to 
leave  it  to  the  discretion  of  the  archbishop.  You  are,  O  ttlaaacbtnnof,  to  counter- 
sign  their  petition ;  both  to  certify  the  signatures  of  the  parishioners,  as  well  as  prove 
that  the  election  has  proceeded  according  to  due  order. 

x  li.  At  the  induction  of  a  priest  to  his  living,  the  letters  of  orders  and  institution 
are  to.  be  read  by  you,  O  JBlajjothmnoi,  in  the  church  to  which  he  is  inducted,  on 
Sunday,  during  Divine  Service,  from  the  Ambon.  Other  letters  (or  documents)  are 
to  be  given  to  the  parish-priest,  to  read. 

xj.n.  You  are  continually  to  insist,  with  the  priests  and  church-servants,  that  they 
educate  their  children  honestly ;  that  they  teach  them  reading  and  writing,  at  all 
events,  when  they  are  seven  years  old.  After  having  taught  them  the  rudiments,  they 
are  to  send  them  to  the  schools.  And  if  any  of  them  are  beyond  the  above-named 
years,  they  are  to  look  for  places  for  them,  and  not  to  allow  them  to  live  idle:  but  if 
any  remain  idle,  beyond^twenty  years  of  age,  you  are  to  present  such,  after  your  exa- 
mination in  reading,  chaunting,  and  the  Catechism. 

xi.111.  Yon  are  to  see  that  the  priests,  deacons,  and  those  attached  to  the  church, 
he  dressed  and  shod  in  a  manner  suitable  to  their  rank ;  viz.  the  priests  and  deacons 
in  gowns  and  boots;  and  those  attached  to  the  church,  in  long  suitable  garments, 
and  boots;  especially  in  the  church,  or  when  they  are  going  anywhere  for  the  per- 
formance of  their  duties. 
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xuv.  If  orders  are  given  you,  either  from  the  archbishop,  or  from  the  consistory, 
or  from  the  spiritual  authorities,  to  make  investigations  concerning  any  one,  yon  arc 
to  make  them  according  to  the  orders  given,  with  strict  justice ;  neither  favouring 
your  friend,  nor  revenging  yourself  on  yonr  enemy ;  and  without  loss  of  time  to  make 
your  report,  where  it  is  required, 

xtv.  The  ttlagat&tnaot  is  to  see  that  the  priests  have  their  lilts  of  penitents  (who 
confess  themselves),  and  the  church  .register,  ready  to  be  delivered ;  and  for  Join 
purpose,  they  ate  to  have  their  copy-hooks  prepared  from  the  very  beginning  of  the 
year. 

xlvi.  To  watch  over  the  churchwardens,  that  they  set  down  all  their  collection* 
and  expenses  in  the  copy-books  given  by  the  consistories ;  that  they  spend  no  money, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  priest ;  and  no  great  sums,  without  the  consent  of  the 
parishioners. 

xlvii.  To  exhort  the  parishioners,  that  they  confess  themselves,  and  receive  the 
Holy  Sacrament,  once  every  year,  according  to  their  Christian  doty;  and  that,  on 
Sundays  and  holy  days,  they  leave  their  work,  and  attend  Divine  Service ;  and  hve 
honestly,  according  to  the  commandments  of  the  Gospel. 

xlviil  If  any  superstitious  practices  be  observed  by  yon  in  the  pariah,  either  at 
the  chapelries,  at  the  belfreys,  or  with  the  images,  or  anywhere  alee ;  if  any  persona 
pretending  to  be  bewitched,  or  to  be  idiots ;  or  if  any  hypocritical  devotees  shew 
themselves ;  in  such  cases  you  are  to  report  immediately  concerning  them,  circumstan- 
tially, under  pain  of  the  closest  examination,  and  in  the  mean  time  to  endeavour  to 
put  a  stop  to  such  disorders  by  your  own  prudence.  But  if  nothing  of  th«  kind 
should  occur,  yon  are,  nevertheless,  to .  make  a  report,  twice  a  year,  coricenrmg  the 
state  and  conduct  of  the  parishes  entrusted  to  yonr  inspection ;  that  every-  thing  in 
them  is  in  good  order. 

xui.  If  you  hear  of  any  irregularities  in  yonr  parishes— robberies — oaarrels — 
fighting — mischief- making — injustice — drunkenness— and  other  similar  violations'  of 
the  law,  it  is  your  duty,  both  in  private  and  in  the  church,  to  convince,  exhort,  and 
correct  (those  who  are  guilty  of  such  offences) ;  threatening  them  with  the  judgment 
of  God,  which  follows  such  violations  of  His  law,  and  which  is  not  to  be  avoided. 
Also  to  insist  on  the  priest's  using  such  kind  of  exhortations ;  and  that  they  exert 
themselves  to  correct  (those  who  are  guilty),  by  spiritual  penance,  under  the  penalty 
of  answering  at  the  dreadful  judgment  of  God. 

i-  You  are  to  give  notice  to  the  parishioners,  that  they  themselves  leam  and 
teach  their  duldren,  the  Lord's  Prayer,  "Our  Father,"— the  Belief— the  Ten  Com- 
mandments of  God.    On  this  bead,  particularly,  you  are  to  exhort  the  priests  that 
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they  exert  themselves  to  instruct  their  parishioners ;  and  at  confession,  to  make  them 
read  them  before  them;  and  if  any  one  appears  ignorant,  to  exhort  him,  and  e 


li.  If  the  parishioners  should  injure,  oppress,  or  expel,  either  the  priest,  or  those 
attached  to  the  church,  you  are  to  exhort  them,  and  protect  them  from  injury ;  but  if 
yon  do  not  succeed  in  this,  you  are  to  order  them  to  complain  to  the  proper  tribnnaL 

Lti.  But  if  the  parishioners  bring  any  complaint  against  the  priest,  or  those 
attached  to  the  church,  you  are  to  explain,  conciliate,  and  satisfy  as  much  as  possible; 
and  if  your  endeavours  do  not  succeed,  then  explain  to  them  that  they  may  complain 
where  it  is  proper.  But  if  they  do  not  bring  a  complaint  against  the  priest,  or  those 
attached  to  the  church,  but  an  information  of  any  thing  done  by  them  derogatory  to 
their  station,  and  oisgracerul  to  it,  concerning  this  you  are  immediately  to  make  a 
presentment. 

liil  Ton  are  to  use  every  endeavour,  with  zeal  mixed  with  prudence  and  evan- 
gelical mildness,  to  restore  those  who  have  dissented  to  the  Holy  Church ;  reading  to 
them,  with  explanations,  books  composed  for  that  purpose ; — to  represent  to  them  the 
injury  done  to  their  souls  by  separating  themselves  from  the  assembly  of  the  faithful ; 
and  wait  for  spiritual  fruit  with  all  goodness  and  patience.  Ton  are  also  to  excite 
the  parish-priest  to  exert  himself  in  tins  mutter :  and  if  any  of  those  who  have  dis- 
sented turn  back  again,  you  are  immediately  to  make  a  representation  concerning 

ltt.  Yon  are  to  make  a  tour  of  the  churches  committed  to  your  inspection,  at  least 
twice  &  year ;  inquiring  and  observing  whether  every  thing  is  as  is  directed  in  these 
instructions,  and  conducting  yourself  in  all  respects  es  above  written. 

lv.  Having  entered  the  church,  put  on  the  EpitrattU;  and  after  reading  the 
Ek&me'  (Litany),  "Lord  have  mercy  upon  up,"  Ac,  read  the  Exhortation;  and, 
after  having  suitably  dismissed  toe  congregation,  make  an  examination  and  inquiry 
on  every  point  of  these  attractions,  in  order. 

lvi.  No  one  has  a  right  to  nominate,  or  change,  or  punish  by  fine,  the  VUgortnmoi, 
except  by  the  orders  of  the  diocesan. 

lvu.  The  s9Iaajecbriuuii  has  the  power,  from  the  diocesan,  to  punish  the  priests, 
deacons,  and  those  attached  to  the  church,  in  the  following  ways : — to  reprove  them; 
when  alone,  and  before  others ;  to  make  them  bow  or  kneel — the  priests  by  the  altar, 
the  others  in  the  body  of  the  church,  or  in  the  porch ;  to  keep  back  their  income,  and 
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divide  that  which  is  detained  amongst  the  poor.  But  if  they  are  guilty  of  any  great 
crimes  or  scandalous  offences,  to  prevent  their  officiating  in  the  church,  and  at  the 
other  duties  of  their  calling  (such  as  christening,  burying,  ftc),  according  to  their 
fault ;  to  impose  a  fine  in  money,  not  exceeding  fifty  copealts  (about  2*.  at  that  time), 
and  to  divide  it  amongst  the  poor,  or  those  attached  to  the  church,  who  have  con- 
ducted themselves  with  propriety.  He  is  to  make  notes  in  the  copy-book  of  these 
fines,  and  to  keep  them  for  reference ;  and  to  send  them,  every  year,  to  the  diocesan  s 
but  if  the  person  be  not  reformed  by  all  these  modes  of  correction,  he  is  to  present 
him.  Also  immediately  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  bishop,  if  he  has 
suspended  any  one  from  performing  his  sacred  duties. 

lviii.  The  Wlagotbntnof  has  a  seat,  not  only  in  the  meeting  of  the  spiritual 
authorities,  but  also  in  die  consistory,  whenever  he  has  any  presentments  to  them, 
in  the  course  of  his  duty. 

lis.  The  Wlagothemtoi  has  precedence  of  all  other  priests  who  do  not  fill  the 
same  office. 

li.  The  Win  god)  (unci  has  the  power,  during  his  absence  on  duty,  to  entrust  the 
performance  of  service  in  the  church,  and  elsewhere,  to  any  one  of  his  subordinate 
priests,  whom  he  may  appoint,  without  making  him  any  pecuniary  payment: 
because  be  does  not  absent  himself  on  his  own  affairs,  bnt  for  the  common  benefit 
of  the  church. 

lxi.  The  priests  and  deacons  are  to  shew  all  respect  and  obedience  to  the  iJlajjc- 
chrnnoi.  On  his  arrival,  to  meet  him  at  the  church:  and  not  to  sit  in  his  presence, 
or  cover  their  heads  without  bis  permission ;  and  to  shew  him  all  manner  of  polite- 
ness, in  their  reception  of  him  at  their  houses. 

lxii.  And  as  the  Vlsgoihtunoi  deserves  a  particular  reward  for  his  labours,  he  is 
committed  to  the  good  providence  of  God,  who  will  reward  all  those  who  keep  a 
virtuous  course  in  this  way  of  life.  He  is  assured  of  the  particular  regard  of  his 
diocesan ;  who,  esteeming  his  zeal,  his  cares,  and  labours,  will  not  neglect  him ;  bat 
will  reward  him,  either  with  a  better  living,  with  the  permission  to  officiate  in  a 
Nabedrenniic ',  and  with  the  rank  of  ^ toto-prtsbjtft. 

lxiii.  And  since,  by  these  rules,  a  particular  confidence  is  placed  in  the  Dlago- 
thcnnci,  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  he  will  perform  the  trust  committed  to  him,  with  a 
clear  conscience,  in  the  fear  of  God ;  neither  oppressing  nor  entangling  any  one  by 


n  the  thigh,  as  a  matter  of  right,  by  the  i 
n  by  the  other  clergy. 
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injustice  or  injury;  for  in  such  an  event,  which  God  forbid!  he  will  have  a  heavy 
responsibility,  and  be  subject  to  heavier  punishments  than  a  common  priest  for  the 
same  fault 

Lxrr.  For  sending  messages  and  parcels,  the  Vlagocfjftuui  should  constantly  have 
by  him  one  of  the  acting  church-servants,  or  one  not  yet  placed,  according  to  the 
selection  of  the  priests  and  those  attached  to  the  church,  half  yearly  or  yearly,  as  they 
may  decide  in  common.  And  for  a  time,  if  there  occur  much  business  and  mes- 
sages, he  may  take  (mother  of  the  church- servants ;  and  has  a  right  to  make  use  of 
the  deacons,  for  sending  letters,  reports,  and  performing  other  business  belonging  to 
his  office. 

liv.  If,  in  the  course  of  the  duties  entrusted  to  you,  O  Vlagacbt  iinoi,  any  thing 
occurs  which  should  be  kept  secret,  you  are  not  to  write  concerning  it  to  any  in 
private  letters ;  but  to  act  according  to  the  directions  of  the  Ukaze,  given  by  the 
Emperor,  Peter  the  Great,  of  blessed  and  eternal  memory,  the  thirteenth  day  of 
January,  in  the  year  itdccxxiv. 

ljcvi.  Wherever,  in  the  above  directions,  the  sHagctbtnnol  is  to  make  a  present- 
ment, it  is  to  be  made  directly  to  his  diocesan '. 


A  short  Exhortation,  to  be  head  by  the  Wlagotbennof,  at  the  Visitation 
of  His  Churches. 
Brethren  and  Fellow- Lab  oarers,  and  all  Orthodox  Christians, 

Our  chief  shepherd  (bishop  of  such  a  diocese)  has  sent  me,  from  his  presence,  to 
inspect  the  order  of  your  churches,  and  the  state  of  the  priests  and  church-servants, 
and  other  orthodox  Christiana.  Wherefore  I,  fulfilling  this  commission  entrusted  to 
me,  with  suitable  care,  in  the  first  place,  as  from  the  presence  of  our  diocesan,  put 
you  in  mind,  that  you  should  lead  a  life  suitable  to  Christians  ransomed  by  the  blood 
of  Christ,  adopted  by  your  Heavenly  Father,  and  preparing  to  stand,  after  this  life, 
before  the  judgment-seat  of  a  just  God,  and  to  give  an  account  to  Him  of  all  your 


Love  God  with  all  your  heart,  and  with  all  your  soul ;  submit  yourselves,  in  all 
things,  to  His  holy  will ;    and  under  all  circumstances,  especially  adverse  ones, 

( ')  The  word  here,  and  In  other  placet,  translated  Diocesan,  menus,  strictly,  «  His  Emi- 
nence ;"  which  title  is  applied,  in  Russia,  to  the  Archbishop  and  Bishops. 
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strengthen  yourselves,  and  comfort  yourselves  with  Bis  good  providence.  Be  zealous 
in  His  service ;  and  on  Sundays  and  holydays,  be  eager  to  go  into  His  church,  for  His 
glory.  Love  one  another.  Abstain  from  all  quarrels,  disunion,  disagreement,  and 
injuries,  by  all  means :  be  content  with  your  incomes,  and  let  each  gain  a  support 
for  himself  and  his  household,  by  his  own  labour :  bat  avoid,  by  all  means,  sloth, 
idleness,  and  drunkenness.  Fathers  !  instruct  your  children.  Masters !  instruct  those 
who  are  subject  to  yon,  in  the  law  of  God,  and  in  a  holy  mode  of  life.  And  do 
you,  O  children !  love,  respect,  and  obey  the  will  of  your  parents :  and  you,  O  ser- 
vants £  that  of  your  masters.  Husbands  and  wire* !  preserve  amongat  yourselves 
conjugal  love  and  fidelity.  From  your  own  lawful  property,  supply  the  poor;  and 
do  not  permit  them  to  suffer  from  cold  or  hunger,  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  was 
crucified  for  us.  But  do  you,  O  brethren  and  fellow-labourers !  watch  over  your 
spiritual  flock.  Let  your  mouths  be  opened  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the  instruc- 
tion of  orthodox  Christians  in  His  holy  Law.  Shew  forth  your  faith,  by  your  works ; 
and  let  your  lives  be  an  example  to  those  sonls  who  are  placed  under  your  care. 
Remain  atedfhst  in  the  faith.  Keep  yourselves  from  schism.  Be  merciful,  hospitable, 
gentle,  and  humane.  Have  peace  and  holiness ;  and  the  God  of  peace  will  abide 
with  you.       Amen. 


SECT.  II.— lurbrnm  ttbuith  of  SRuftiia. 

On  the  Office  of  ^ro6flt  (Propositus)  or  the  Lutheran  Church  of  Russia, 

ANSWERING     TO     THE    VtagOtfjtimof     OF    THE     ORTHODOX     CHURCH. FROM    AN 

Ustaff,  signed  by  the  Empehor  Nicolai,  Dec.  28,  hdcccixiiii. 

IN  the  event  of  the  death  of  a  IfctAft,  or  of  an  illness  of  consequence  enough  to 
prevent  his  fulfilling  the  duties  of  hu  situation,  the  senior  preacher  of  the  circle  shall 
take  his  place. 

When  a  vacancy  occurs  in  a  pt  ootttu,  the  consistory  (local)  assembles  all  the 
preacher*  of  the  circle,  to  choose  two  candidate*  for  the  vacant  place ;  or  requests 
them  to  give  their  opinion  (respecting  them)  in  writing.  The  consistory  (local)  then 
presents,  through  the  general  consistory,  the  names  of  two  fundvM")  to  the  Minister 
of  the  Home  Department,  with  their  recommendation  of  die  one  to  be  confirmed. 

The  ytobfU  are  immediately  under  the  general  superintendant  and  the  con- 
sistories ;  and  they  are  the  immediate  superiors  of  the  pnachen  in  their  respective 
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circles.  As  such,  the;  communicate  to  them  any  orders  they  may  reserve  from  their 
spiritual  superiors,  and  present  any  communications  from  mem  to  the  higher  powers. 
And,  as  their  more  immediate  guides  and  inspectors,  observe  their  progress  in  study, 
the  morality  of  their  lives,  and  the  exactness  with  which  they  fulfil  their  duties.  The 
ytofcftf  are  every  year  to  make  a  report  of  their  own  proceedings,  as  well  as  of  those' 
of  the  preacher*  under  them,  to  the  general  euperintendant ;  and  of  the  conduct  of 
the  candidates  for  holy  orders,  residing  in  their  respective  circles. 

If  the  3ft rot* t  cannot,  from  want  of  time,  or  other  weighty  cause,  transmit  Ins 
report  to  the  general  superintendant,  he  has  the  right  to  carry  it  direct  to  the 
consistory. 

The  *£tob*t  is  bound  to  make  a  visitation  of  all  the  churches  in  his  circle,  once 
in  three  years ;  taking  with  him,  if  possible,  the  Spiritual  Assistants.  The  visi- 
tation* should  be  held,  if  possible,  on  Sundays:  and  each  time  the  preacher  of 
the  church  should  have  notice  of  it,  a  week  before  hand,  that  he  may  inform  the 
parishioners  of  it,  from  the  pulpit  The  $rob»t,  on  his  part,  is  to  inform  the  patrons 
and  churchwardens  of  the  parish  of  his  intended  visitation.  The  visitation  always 
begins  with  a  solemn  service.  The  preacher  delivers  a  sermon  on  a  text  given  by 
the  jprobftt:  he  then  explains  to  the  young  people  of  the  parish,  who  are  assembled, 
the  Short  Catechism,  so  as  to  shew  his  fitness  for  his  office.  After  this,  the  ^rodfit 
himself  examines  the  young  people ;  and,  if  he  deem  it  necessary,  the  other  parishi- 
oners, on  their  knowledge  of  the  Law  of  God.  The  ijtrobjit  inquires  of  the  preacher, 
whether  be  has  any  thing  to  communicate  respecting  the  state  of  his  parish.  After 
this,  die  preacher  leaves  the  church ;  and  the  sj)rob*t  puts  the  same  question  to  the 
parishioners,  writes  down  their  answers,  and  dismisses  them ;  after  having  made  them 
an  exhortation  suitable  to  the  occasion.  He  has  nothing  further  to  do  with  those 
who  say  they  have  nothing  particular  to  communicate  to  him.  After  this,  the 
sjrrobat  requires  from  the  preacher,  the  church-servants  (the  clerk  and  sexton),  and 
churchwardens,  a  minute  and  exact  account  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  ful- 
filled their  respective  duties ;  of  their  relations  to  each  other,  and  to  the  parish ;  of 
the  religions  and  moral  state  of  the  parishioners ;  of  the  state  of  their  schools,  and 
other  religions  institutions ;  of  the  observance  of  Sundays  and  other  holydays ;  of 
the  order  of  their  church  -service ;  of  the  administration  of  the  sacraments ;  of  fune- 
rals ;  of  every  thing,  in  short,  which  relates  to  the  church.  He  is  also  to  require 
information  as  to  whether  the  offerings,  which  are  due  to  the  preacher  and  church- 
servants,  are  regularly  paid.  He  then  examines  the  church-books,  the  church- 
register,  the  archives  of  the  parish,  and  the  church-plate  which  is  in  the  hands  of  tbe 
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preacher.  He  has  the  power,  if  he  deem  it  necessary,  to  require  from  the  preacher 
the  plan  or  notes  of  his  sermons,  lite  Probst  is  bound,  by  (the  means  of)  advice 
and  exhortation,  to  correct  any  disorders  or  omissions  he  may  have  observed  doling 
his  visitation ;  and  that  which  be  cannot  either  stop  or  amend,  by  these  means,  he  is 
to  give  information  of  to  the  consistory.  The  IProcst  is  bound  to  make  a  protocol  of 
all  that  ocean  at  the  visitation.  This  protocol  is  to  be  signed  by  himself  and  the 
preacher,  in  the  presence  of  the  churchwardens  or  other  persons  who  have  been 
present  at  the  visitation.  The  protocol  remains  in  the  archives  of  the  parish,  and 
serves  as  the  basis  of  the  next  visitation.  The  $Jtob*t  is  to  present  a  copy  of  it,  and 
the  notes  of  the  sermon  delivered  by  the  pariah-preacher,  to  the  consistory. 

The  IJJrobstfl  have  the  title  of  Hochehrwurden '.  At  the  tune  of  Divine  Service, 
and  other  solemn  occasions,  they  are  to  wear  the  drut  appointed  for  preachers. 

The  complaints  of  the  $ro6»t  against  the  preachers,  and  those  of  the  preachers 
against  the  ^roost,  are  to  be  referred  to  the  general  superinterulant ;  who  is  to 
endeavour  to  settle  them  peaceably;  but  in  case  of  not  succeeding,  they  are  to  be 
decided  by  the  consistory. 

If  the  parishioners,  patron,  or  churchwardens,  are  dissatisfied  with  the  arrange- 
ments of  the  ycofctft,  or  think  that  he  has  infringed  on  the  rights  of  the  property  of 
the  church,  their  complaints  are  to  be  referred  to  the  consistory. 

The  Vrob*ta,  as  well  as  other  preachers  of  the  Lutheran  Church,  are  to  seal  their 
letters  of  church'buainess  with  the  seal  of  their  church.  Their  letters  and  packages, 
on  account  of  the  seal,  will  be  forwarded  without  paying  postage. 


(  ')  Hoehthneurde*  is  ■  Gorman  word,  meaning  "  high- worthiness." 
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PART    II. 

Englisjj  Bocuments. 


SECT.  I.— Btocm  of  tJaiittrburB,. 

THE  diocese  of  Canterbury  consists  of  three-fourths  of  the  county  of  Kent 
(257  parishes),  and  peculiars  &c.  (about  100  parishes),  in  other  dioceses'.  The 
Dtsnrtof,  under  the  jurisdiction  of  o  t  ans  rural,  within  the  archdeaconry  of  Canterbury, 
are,  Sittingbourn,  Ospringe,  Canterbury,  Bridge,  Westbere,  Sand  wich,  Dover,  Elham, 
Charing,  Sutton- Valance,  and  Lympne,  within  the  county  of  Kent.  The  peculiars', 
as  their  name  implies,  are  under  peculiar  jurisdiction. 

Stan*  rural  existed  in  the  diocese  of  Canterbury  in  the  early  part  of  the  thirteenth 
century,  and  probably  before.  They  are  noticed  as  being'  appointed  de  amiudu- 
dine,  by  the  official  of  the  archbishop ;  and  as  being  responsible  to  the  archdeacon, 
antecedently  to  the  year  mccxxvh.  This  appears  from  a  clause  in  "  The  Chapter'* 
confirmation  of  the  parsonage*  of  Hakinton  and  Tenham,  appropriated  to  the  arch- 
deaconry  of  Canterbury   by   Stephen  Langton   the    archbishop,"   published  by  Mr. 

Somner,  in  his  Appendix,  N°.  lx.  a "  Ad  hoe  dtm  Aacteniu  Umporibw 

nottri*  de  consuetudinc  tit  obtentum  quod  offlcialU  notter  ofcanos  comtituerit  in 
thoceti  Cant,  qui  condituti  itatim  tenrbantw  Cantuar.  archidiacono  rctpondere. 


(')  The  Church  Cnmmitiion  {A.D.  mdcccxxiv.)  suggests  that  the  diocese  of  Canterbury 
•hall  consist  of  the  county  of  Kent  (except  those  parti  which  are  to  be  included  in  the 
diocesea  of  London  and  Rocheiter),  and  of  the  diitrict  of  Lambeth  Palace,  and  the  parishes 
of  Addington  and  Croydon,  in  the  county  of  Surrey. 

(')  Some  account  of  the  BtMI  of  peculiars,  who  are  (apposed  to  have  been  originally  mral 
Bean*,  will  be  found  in  our  earlier  pages— See  ft.  B.  ftt .  Part  m.  Seel.  in.  p.  145-6.  And 
under  the  diocese  of  Chichester,  I  hare  introduced  a  curious  instrument  of  the  bun  of 
South-Mailing  (within  the  county  of  Sussex  and  diocese  of  Chichester) ;  who,  strictly 
speaking,  was  subject  to  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  White 
Kennet  is  of  opinion,  that  the  bun  of  arches  was,  at  rirst,  no  more  than  the  tir&ao  bean  in 
London,  or  the  btan  of  Christian  its ;  who  had  under  his  peculiar  district  the  churches 
exempt  from  the  diocesan,  and  under  the  archbishop's  Immediate  Jurisdiction. — Parach. 
Ansiq.  Vol.  II.  p.  357. 
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volumitt  et  dc  voluntate  et  astemu  prxdicii  capUvJi  nottri  ttatuimut,  ut  de  catcro 
archidiaconi  Cant,  qui  pro  tempore  fuerint  btcano*  contStuant,  et  amaceant  pro  iiub 
voluntatis  arbiirio  proul  meliu*  viderint  eipedire  in  dloc.  memoratd,  el  ribi  rerpon- 
deant  siriU  deed,  cum  abturdum  til  ut  alius  eot  conttituat  quam  it  qui  eit  debeat 
prasette,  et  cut  retpondere  tenentur,  prttterdm  cum  iptis  rrfereniibut  corrigerc  debent 
cxterorum  errata  .  .  .  ."  A.D.  hccxxvii. 

Tfae  official  of  the  archbishop,  doubtless,  obtained  this  power  of  appointing  and 
depriving  oral*  rural  (here  revoked  in  favour  of  the  archdeacon)  primarily  from  the 
archbishop ;  who,  in  the  cited  instrument,  again  delegates  the  same,  without  reter- 
vation,  to  the  archdeacon,  for  the  reasons  alleged.  But,  two  years  afterwards,  we 
find,  in  another  document  preserved  by  Mr.  Somner  in  the  same  Appendix,  N".  lis., 
a  taving  claute,  introduced  by  Archbishop  Wethershead — "prtekabito  corui&o  nottro" 
— on  the  occasion  of  his  formally  continuing  to  Us  archdeacon,  Hubert,  the  "  iwtiiu- 

lionet  et  dettitutionet  DCtanorum."     The  words  are  these :  " Intuitu  prooitati* 

nue  et  tincerd  ajfectione  quam  circa  perionam  iptiu*  gerimut,  hac  ei  personali&r 
concettimut,  tine  omni  prejudicio  Cant,  ecdetia  et  tuccetnrum  nottrorum,  inttitu- 
tionet,  viz.  et  dettitutionet  btcanorum, prushabito  contitio  nottro,  &c"    A.D.  uccxxrc. 

An  historical  anecdote  of  a  bean  rural  of  Canterbury,  during  the  primacy  of 
Robert  Winchelsea,  at  the  close  of  the  same  century,  is  related  in  our  earner  pages. 
See  Part  it.  Sect  ix.  But,  in  the  year  wccclxxvh,  I  conceive,  the  institution  had 
fallen  into  disuse.  The  mandate*  of  Archbishop  Simon  Sudbury,  then  issued  for 
the  visitation  of  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  take  no  notice  whatever  of  titans  rural 
in  connexion  with  the  DrcanaU*  there  particularly  enumerated.  (CC.M.B.etH. 
Vol  in.  pp.  Ill,  112.) 

The  temporary  delegation  above  granted  to  the  archdeacon  personally  (supported 
by  the  authority  of  Pope  Innocent's  rescript,  issued  a  few  years  before),  led,  in  after 
days,  to  a  plea  of  prescription  being  set  up  by  the  archdeacon  of  Canterbury  against 
the  archbishop.  I  allude  to  the  circumstance  of  Archbishop  Sancroft,  when  he 
would  have  revived  the  office  of  Dean  rural  in  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  being 
opposed,  in  the  nomination  of  persons  to  fulfil  the  charge,  by  Archdeacon  Parker. 
See  Somner's  Appendix  to  the  Antiquiliet  of  Canterbury,  pp.  65, 66.  and  his  remarks 
on  brans  rural  "  in  the  general,"  under  "  Ecdctiattical  government  of  the  city," 
pp.  175,  seqq. ;  Prynne's  Papal  UturpaHont,  Vol.  m.  p.  987;  and  Brett's  Church 
Government,^.  188. 

The  Valor  Bccletiatticut  Henrici  VIII.  records  the  various  oeanrios  of  the  dio- 
cese, but  notices  no  officers,  as  presiding  over  them.     There  were,  therefore,  at  that 
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time,  no  bran*  ratal  within  the  dioceae  :  nor  am  I  aware  of  any  haying  subsequently 
existed,  until  the  office  was  very  recently  restored  (A.D.  mdcccxxxiii.)  by  the  present 
much- venerated  primate ;  whoae  annexed  Commutum  and  Instruction!  for  the  rural 
fit  an*  of  the  dioceae  of  Canterbury  sufficiently  explain  the  constitution  of  the  office 
at  it  now  obtains. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  lay  before  my  readers  three  nirt-btconal  seals  of  this 
dioceae ;  wz.  of  the  Of  (matt*  of  Sutton-  Valance,  Dover,  and  Ospriuge. — See  ^stan 
9f  tanks:  ftnulf*.  Part  iv.  Sect.  xi.  pp.  399, 400. 

COMMISSION  FOR  THE  xtuial  Stan*  OF  THE  DlOCESB  OF  CANTERBURY, 

by  Archbishop  William  Howley,  A.D.  mdcccxxxiii. 

William,  by  Divine  Providence,  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  To  our  well-beloved 
and  reverend  brother  A.  B.  clerk,  D.D.,  rector  of  C,  in  the  utnng  of  D.,  in  the 
county  of  Kent,  and  diocese  of  Canterbury,  greeting — 

Whereas  we  have  thought  fit,  upon  mature  consideration,  to  revive  the  ancient  use 
of  rural  If  an*,  that  we  may  be  fully  informed  at  all  times  of  the  state  of  our  whole 
diocese — We,  therefore,  folly  confiding  in  your  discretion  and  judgment,  do  consti- 
tute and  appoint  you,  by  these  presents,  to  be  a  rural  bf  an  of  the  said  Dents  of  D. 
And  we  require  your  fidelity  and  diligence,  in  executing  the  duties  of  the  said  office, 
according  to  the  tenor  of  the  InttrucUoru  hereunto  annexed. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  archiepiscopal  seal,  this  tenth  day  of  December,  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-three,  and  of  our  Transla- 


Instboctions  for  the  Sural  Stan*  of  the  Diocese  of  Canterbury, 
■t  Archbishop  William  Howlbt,  A.JD.  MDCCOKXXin. 

Tee  ratal  Oca*  is  required  to  visit  once  in  toe  year,  at  such  time  as  shall  be 
appointed  by  the  archdeacon,  the  several  parishes  within  his  scanty, ;  and  to  make 
a  return  to  the  archdeacon,  for  the  information  of  the  archbishop,  in  regard  to  the 
several  particulars  hereinafter  mentioned : — 

The  condition  of  the  churches,  chapels,  chancris,  and  churchyards ;  and  the  books, 
ornaments,  and  utensils,  thereto  belonging. 

The  preservation  of  the  parish-registers,  the  making  due  entries  therein,  and  the 
regular  transmission  of  the  annual  return,  to  the  registry  at  Canterbury, 
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Hie  due  performance  of  Divine  Service  in  the  church ;  the  administration  of  the 
Lord's  Supper ;  and  the  average  number  of  communicants. 

The  residence  of  the  curates  of  non-resident  incumbents ;  the  state  of  the  national 
or  parochial  schools ;  and,  in  general,  the  education  of  the  poor,  in  connexion  with 
the  established  church. 

The  state  of  the  houses,  buildings,  and  glebe-lands,  attached  to  benefices ;  including 
all  additions  to,  or  alterations,  decays,  or  dilapidations,  in,  the  premises. 

It  will  be  advisable  that  the  rural  Bean  should  request  some  beneficed  clergyman, 
reading  in  the  Drawn,  to  assist  him  in  his  visitation. 

The  rural  Bran  is  also  required  to  give  information  to  the  archdeacon  of  the 
avoidance  of  any  benefice  within  his  Dtanro,  and  of  the  measures  to  be  taken  to 
secure  the  performance  of  the  parochial  duties  during  the  vacancy ;  and  also  to 
report  to  nun,  as  occasion  may  require,  on  all  matters  concerning  the  church  or  the 
clergy,  which  the  ordinary  ought  to  know. 


SECT.  IX— afectM  of  ¥orit. 

THE  diocese  of  York  contains  about  three-fourths  of  Yorkshire,  all  Nottingham- 
shire, and  the  churches  and  chapels  constituting  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  Hexham 
in  the  county  of  Northumberland.  It  is  divided  into  four  archdeaconries: — i.  York, 
idiot  West-Riding — containing  the  otamltS  of  Ainsty  cum  York  city,  Doncaster, 
Craven,  and  Pontefract.  n.  East-Riding — containing  Buckrose,  Dickering,  Hart- 
hill  cum  Beverley  and  Howden  peculiars,  and  Holderness.  in.  Cleveland — con- 
taining Buhner,  Cleveland  cum  North-Allerton  peculiar,  and  RidalL  iv.  Notting- 
ham ' — containing  Bingham,  Nottingham,  Newark,  Retford,  and  Southwell  peculiar. 

No  documents  have  reached  me,  connected  with  this  diocese ;  nor  have  I  any 
knowledge  of  the  past  or  present  history  of  otsiw  rural  therein ; — save  what  the  fol- 
lowing facts  supply.  Dr.Whitaker  records  a  Dtan  of  Craven  in  the  West-Riding, 
in  the  early  part  of  the  twelfth  century  ;  and  a  second,  towards  its  close.  (See  Hut 
of  Craven,  p.  481 ;  and  %axa  BrranitEt  sturdiest.  Part  11.  Seef.n.  p.  166.)  Dr.Tho- 
roton  notices  the  brans  of  the  county  of  Nottingham  attending  at  the  matrix  codetta 


(')  The  F.coIcii<utkal  Report  of  A.J).  hdccCxiiv.   proposes  to  sever  off  all  Nottingham' 
■biro  from  the  diocone  of  York,  anil  to  transfer  it  to  that  of  Lincoln. 
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of  Southwell,  in  the  thirteenth  century,  to  receive  chrism  and  holy  ail  for  die  use  of 
the  clergy  of  their  btanrft*;  (see  ftvcm  Wttmita  tints  I tg.  Part  iv.  Sect.  v.  c.  vii, 
%  6.  p.  333).  Archdeacon  Wilkins  gives  a  mandate  of  Archbishop  Orenefeld,  of  the 
fourteenth  centnry,  addressed  to  the  official  of  the  archdeacon  of  the  East-Riding; 
wherein  a  rural  Of  all  of  Dykering  is  mentioned.  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  n.  p.  424. 
A.D.  mcccxiii.)  The  instrument  is  entitled,  Mandatum  Will.  Grenefeld,  Archiepuc 
Ebor.  contra  adoratianem  imaginit  B.  Virginii  in  eccltiid  de  Fotton. 

After  a  abort  sketch  of  die  origin,  title,  and  duties  of  brans  rural,  Mr,  Hunter 
remarks — "  The  very  office,  at  least  in  the  diocese  of  York,  is  almost  forgotten.  The 
last  clergyman  who  was  Of  an  of  Doncaster  was  William  Steer,  who  died  in  mdccxlv., 
a  prebendary  in  the  cathedral  church,  and  vicar  of  Ecclesfield."  And  in  a  foot-note 
he  subjoins — "  William  Mirfyn  was  Of  an  in  mdcixxv.  Postlethwaite,  rector  of 
Armthorpe,  and  Leadbeater,  rector  of  Thribergh,  were  tlttUS  of  Doncaster.  Hudson 
was  beau  early  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  The  term,  Ulan  of  Doncaster,  was  in  fami- 
liar use  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;  when  I  And  Gilbert  Talbot  writing  to  his  father, 
the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  9  April  mulxxiv.,  that  the  Earl  of  Leicester  was  offended 
by  a  sermon  preached  at  York  by  the  Dtau  of  Doncaster.  It  does  not  appear  that 
Torre  has  left  a  catalogue  of  these  brans ;  and  I  have  not  yet  seen  a  tolerably  fan- 
impression  of  the  seal  (if  any)  belonging  to  the  office."  Sbi  Stamp,  of  Bone  aster, 
by  the  Rev.  Joseph  Hunter,  p.  L 

Scans  rural  do  not  appear  to  have  been  established  here  at  the  issuing  of  the 
commission  for  compiling  the  Valor  EccUnattxcut  Henrici  VIII.  Nor  do  I  find 
any  vestiges  of  them  in  the  Taxatio  Ecctuiattica  P,  Nicholai. 


SECT.  III.— BfottSt  of  Eonoon. 

THE  diocese  of  London  consists  of  the  counties  of  Middlesex,  Essex,  and  part  of 
Hertfordshire '.     It  is  distributed  into  five  archdeaconries ;  viz.  Middlesex,  London, 


(')  The  Eecltiia$lieal  Commmioncrn  {A.D.  mbccciiiv.)  propose  considerable  alteration!  in 
the  diocese  of  London.  They  suggest,  that,  in  future,  the  diocese  shall  coniiit  of  (he  metro- 
polis and  parts  adjoining;  namely,  the  city  of  London  and  county  of  Middlesex,  the  parishes 
of  Barking,  East-Han,  West- Mam,  Little  llford.  Loir-Lay  ton,  Walthamttow,  Wanstead  Saint 
Alary, Woodford,  andChingford,  in  the  county  of  Essex ;  all  in  the  present  diocese  of  London ; — 
the  piriihei  of  Charlton,  Lee,  Lenisham,  Greenwich,  Woolwich,  Eltham,  Plumstead,  and 
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Saint  Albem 'a,  Essex,  and  Colchester.     The  ttul  Utamif*  are  hereafter  enumerated. 
Bishop  Blom field  has  recently  revived  the  ancient  me  of  mral  Q*«*  in  the  diocese. 

The  office  had  been  long  extinct ;  but,  at  what  particular  time  it  became  so,  I  am 
Uaumformed.  It  existed  in  the  dnya  of  Bishop  Compton  (citc&r  A.D.  afDcuxxix.), 
m  the  annexed  Commtmon  and  Iiutmctioiu,  kindly  supplied  by  Bishop  Broarfield, 
sufficiently  demonstrate.  The  Commiuio  pro  ortKKte  ttunlftvjt  appears  Acre  in 
print,  for  the  first  time.  The  Itutnutkm*  jbr  tie  trm*  rural  have  been  before 
published,  in  the  Appendix  to  Oibeou's  C.  I.  E.  A.,  Sect  xv.  c  in.  p.  1650.  No 
earlier  document*  connected  with  the  ntri-ttcanal  office  in  the  see  of  London  have 
fallen  in  my  way ;  and,  I  am  informed  by  the  learned  prelate,  who  now  presides 
orer  it  with  so  much  honour  to  himself  and  so  much  advantage  to  the  spiritital 
Interests  of  the  diocese,  no  others  exist  in  the  registry.  Indeed,  an  accurate  search, 
prosecuted  by  order  of  Bishop  Blarnfieid,  with  a  view  to  the  present  publication,  has 
led  to  the  conviction,  that  the  office  of  nts*  nu*l  was  not  insntsrted  hi  the  diocese 
of  London  till  the  seventeenth  century. 

Among-  the  archives  of  the  Registry  is  a  Letter '  addressed  by  the  Privy  Council  to 
the  bishop  of  London  in  the  year  mdlxiil,  requiring  him  to  signify  the  extent  of  his 


Saint  Nicholas  Daptford,  and  Saint  Paul  Daptford  ;  all  in  the  county  of  Kent,  and  diocese  of 
Rochester  j — the  borough  of  South wark,  and  (he  parishes  of  Batter  sea,  BermOndiey,  Cumber- 
well,  Christchureh,  Clapbem,  Lambeth,  Rotherhithe,  Streatharo,  Tooting,  Greveney,  Wands- 
worth, Harton,  Kew,  sad  Richmond,  in  the  county  of  Bwrrey,  and  diocese  of  Winchaatar  i — 
and  the  parishes  of  Saint  Mary  Newington,  Barnes,  Putney,  Mortlake,  and  Wimbledon,  In 
the  county  of  Surrey,  and  in  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury; 
together  with  all  extra-parochial  places  locally  lituate  within  the  limits  of  the  parishes  above 
enumerated  i  except  the  district  of  Lam bosh -palace,  whioh  shall  remain  In  the  diocese  of 
Canterbury. 

"  In  arranging  the  diocese  of  London,  our  great  object,"  say  the  CommiMleners,  "  has 
been,  to  bring  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  tame  bishop  the  metropolis  and  the  suburban 
parishes ;  and,  In  assigning  the  boundaries  at  the  diocese,  we  hare  adopted  those  fixed  by  an 
Act  passed  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  yean  of  your  Majesty's  reign,  as  comprising  the  metropo- 
litan district. 

"  In  consideration  of  the  great  additional  population  which  will  then  be  placed  under  the 
superintendence  of  the  bishop  of  London,  we  have  thought  it  right  to  relieve  that  diocese 
from  the  whole  county  of  Hertford,  and  from  those  parts  of  the  county  of  Essex  which  are 
not  Included  within  the  new  limits." 

(  ')  This  Letter,  written  from  Greenwich  the  9th  of  July,  kdlxiii.,  I*  published,  I  And, 
by  Strype,  in  his  Lift  of  ArohHihop  Grindati,  p.  Be;  and  by  Wilkins,  in  bis  CC.M.B-tttl. 
Vol.  TV.  p.  2*4— entitled,  "  The  CotmeiTt  LtUtr  to  A*  Mufup  tf  Lombm,  abuttt  tiu  Ckrgf  «/ 
aatWsaajs." 
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diocese,  and  of  what  districts  or  divisions  it  consisted,  together  with  the  several  eccle- 
siastical promotions  within  it.  And  hi*  Lordship,  in  his  answer  to  that  Letter, 
certifies,  that  three  of  the  archdeaconries  were  then  divided  into  buftrUs  by  name, 
but  that  there  had  been  no  bun*  within  the  memory  of  man :  and  farther  (after 
setting  forth  the  names  of  the  tUasrltlQ,  that  the  archdeaconries '  of  London  and 
Saint  Albans  were  not  divided  into  bcxnrftft. 

From  the  CommUtion  of  Bishop  Compton  to  the  btanft  ratal  of  hi*  diocese,  it 
appears  that  he  alone  was  concerned  in  die  appointment  of  them :  bnt  the  act  of 
institution  took  place  with  the  consent  of  the  archdeacon* ;  and,  on  the  late  revival 
of  the  office  by  Bishop  Blomfield,  the  same  exettuioe  right  of  appointment  was 
exercised  by  him,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  archdeacons ;  in  subordination 
to  whom  the  beaw  were,  in  all  respects,  to  act. 

Bishop  Compton '•  Inttructiont  direct  tile  OtailS  rural  to  inquire  and  inform  of 
irregular  clergymen,  and  of  the  death*  of  clergymen;  to  inspect  churches  and 
parsonage-houses,  and  to  report  thereon  to  the  bishop  ;  to  call  the  clergy  together; 
and  to  disperse  the  bishop's  orders ;  and  to  examine  candidates  for  confirmation. 

The  Instruction*  circulated'  by  Bishop  Blomfield  comprehend  all  the  important 
points  of  the  earlier  instrument ;  with  some  few  additional  articles  appertaining  to  the 
avoidance  and  sequestration  of  bene&ces;  the  visitation  of  parochial  and  national 
schools;  the  examination  of  curates'  licences,  &c.  &c. 

The  striking  distinction  between  the  two  instruments  is  this; — that  Bishop 
Compton  order*  all  return*  of  information  to  be  made  directly  to  the  diocesan  or  hi* 
chancellor,  without  any  intermediate  reference  to  tile  archdeacons : — whereas  Bishop 
Blomfield  orders  the  returns  to  be  sent  primarily  to  the  archdeacons,  and  by  them 
to  the  diocesan ;  save  where  curates  are  found  officiating  without  licence,  of  which 
irregularity  the  oeauff  are  to  give  notice  at  once  to  the  bishop.  This  judicious  inuo- 
vation  on  the  elder  machinery  of  the  office  I  have  elsewhere  noticed  and  approved : — 
see  Part  in.  Sect  i.  p.  128.  Bran*  rural  should  always  be  constituted  as  subsidiary 
and  subordinate!  officers  to  archdeacons.  Fur  though  deriving  their  appointment 
exdutively  from  the  diocesan  (as  they  ever  should),  they  are,  according  to  the  canon 
law,  ministerial  to  both  alike — "  3fuu*rrj   thm  archidiaconi  quhm  epixcopt," — and 


(<)  The  reason  why  Loudon  Itself  was  not  divided  Into  teatrt**,  Biahop  Blomflekl 
observes,  is  ohrioai :  and  a*  to  the  archdeaconry  of  Saint  Alban's,  it  was  only  added  to  the 
diocese  at  the  dteaolutlea  of  the  monastery  of  Saint  Aiken's ;  bavins;  bean  Before  under  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  Abbot. 
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should  be  equally  responsible  to  both.     They  should  in  general  communicate  with 
the  bishop  through  the  archdeacon. 

Bishop  BlomfMd'a  institution,  or  rather  revival  of  the  office,  I  cannot  better  relate, 
than  iu  his  own  words : — 

"  In  the  course  of  the  last  year,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  my  archdeacons," 
says  the  bishop,  "  I  revived  the  ancient  use  of  r ural  beans,  and  appointed  forty-seven 
incumbents  of  the  diocese  to  that  office,  assigning  to  each  a  district,  containing,  as 
nearly  as  circumstances  would  admit,  ten  parishes.  I  embrace  this  opportunity  of 
returning  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  rural  bMM,  for  their  readiness  in  accepting  an 
office  of  some  considerable  trouble,  and  no  emolument;  and  for  the  effective  and 
judicious  manner  iu  which  they  have  performed  its  duties.  They  will  learn  with 
satisfaction,  what  each  of  them  knows  in  his  own  particular  case,  that  the  experi- 
ment, as  far  as  it  can  be  judged  of  from  one  year's  trial)  has  been  eminently 
successful.  A  machinery  has  been  formed,  which  enables  me,  through  the  n 
of  the  archdeacons,  to  communicate  with  all  the  clergy  of  the  diocese  in  the  ij 
and  most  confidential  manner;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  I  shall  from 'year  to  year 
be  made  intimately  acquainted  with  the  real  state  of-  their  parishes,  in  respect  to  all 
material  points  of  ecclesiastical  interest.  I  should  not  do  justice  to  my  own  feelings, 
were  I  not  to  offer  my  hearty  thanks  to  the  clergy  in  general,  throughout  the  dioeese, 
for  their  prompt  and  cheerful  acquiescence  in  tins  arrangement  With  scarcely  more 
than  one  exception,  they  have  afforded  every  fatality  to  the  rural  brans,  in  the 
execution  of  their  office :  and,  I  an  bound  to  add,  that  an  equal  degree  of  readiness 
has  been  manifested  by  the  churchwardens,  to  frame  their  presentments  with  due 
consideration  and  care,  and  to  furnish  the  ratal  gran*  with  the  means  of  verifying 
their  statements."— Charge  deHetrtd  ta  the  Ciergg  of  the  Dfoosse  of  London  at  the 
Visitation  in  July  mdcccxixiv.  pp.  31,  32,  33 ;  and  Append**  (m),  p.  tf*. 


1.  Commission  for  the  Bean*  Rural  of  the  Diocese  of  London, 
by  Bishop  Compton,  A.D.  udclxxxix. 

Commissio  pro  Dreads'  KuiaUbu*. 

OMNIBUS  Christ)  fldelibus  ad  quoa  hoc  presens  ecriptum  perveoerit  Hbnricts 
permissione  Divin&  London  episcopus  salutem  in  Domino  sempiternam. 

Sciatis  quod  uoa  volentea  disciplinam  ecclesiastics m  cum  maximo  froctu  cleri  et 
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popnli  diocess.  tine  London  debitum  sortiri  effectum.  Utque  et  cum  consensu  reve- 
reudi  viri  Johannis  Goodman  Sacrse  Theologize  Profeseoris,  archidiaconi  archiSatfts 
Middlesesite  infra  dioccsin  uostram  pried,  dileclnm  nobis  in  Christo  GuiHmum 
Wiggan  clericum.  vicariuui  ecclesue  parochialis  de  Kensington  in  com.  Middei. 
dioc.  et  archiSat.  pned.  plurimmn  ejus  in  hoc  parte  erudition!,  probitati,  et  Industrie; 
confidentes,  fetimus,  const  it  uim  us,  et  ordinamug,  arcanum  niraUm,  prime  partis 
comitates  Middx.  infra  archinatum  pned.  cum  potestaL  omnia  et  singula  facieudi  et 
evequeudi  infra  dictam  primam  partem  Middex.  qme  ad  ofiicium  octant  rurtlif  de 
jure  vel  consuetudine  spectant  et  pertinent,  vel  ipectare  ant  pertinere  debent,  ad 
benepladtnm  nostrum  tantummodo  duratur.     In  cujua  rei  testimonium  &c. 

Prima  pars  Middex.  Willimus  Wiggan. 

Similes  Commissiones  pro  Brfanlfl  Kurs  libit  S  infra  scriptis. 
Aac  hi  mat.  Middbi. 

Seconds  pars  Middex.  Guilimus  Cave  S.  T.  F.  Vicarius  Ecdemaa  S.  M arise  Islington. 

Bttawat  Harlow  Hicfaael  Altham  Clicus  Vicarius  Ecclesue  de  Lai  ten. 

Brtanat  Dunmow  Thomas  Harriot  Clicus  Rector  Ecclesis  pdaus  de  Canfield 
Para. 

Branghing  Brtaoani*  Thomas  Smolt  S.  T.  P.  Vicarius  Eccleaie  de  Barkeway. 

Hedingham  BttatUttW  Robertus  Middleton  Vicarius  Ecdeeise  de  Braintree. 
Abohinstus  Essexi*. 

Barking  Brtanatus  Johannes  Stripe  Clicus  Vicarius  Ecclite  de  Low  Leigbton. 

Barstable  et  Sbaffbrd  Brtanat.  Jones  Slitby  Rector  £cclia>  de  Shenfield. 

Ongar  BrtanaL  Josephus  Merrill  Rector  Eccleais  de  Laver  Magdalen. 

Chelmsford  Bstanat.  Robtus  Cory  S.  T.  P.  Rector  de  Danbury. 

Rochford  Bttanat  Carolus  Terriil  Vicarius  de  Shopland. 

Dengy  Bffanat  Jones  Urgmore  Vic.  Oium  SSor.  et  S\  Petri  Maldou. 
ArchiSat.   Coi.cbstrjj!. 

Witham  Bttxuahw  Jouas  Wardley  Clicus  Vicarius  Ecclesia?  de  Witham. 

Colchester  et  Tendring  Btcanat.  Guilimus  Shelton  Rector  Ecclesis  S".  Jacobi  in 
Villi  ColcestriBj. 

Leaden  B«anaiu*  Johes  Tabar  Clicus  Rector  Ecclesia  de  Abberton. 

Sampford  B«anaiu*  Thomas  Carter  S.  T.  P.  Rector  Eccleeis  de  Debden. 

Newport  Brtanata*  Edwardus  Norton  Vicarius  Ecclesise  de  Waldea. 
AacHiSiT.  ST1.  Alhani. 

Johannes  Berrow  Clicus  Vicarius  Eccleriie  de  Wulford. 
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2.   Instructions  fob  the  Drang  Rural  or  the  Diocese  op  London, 
by  Bishop  Compton,  A.D.  mdclxxxix. 

i.  THE  rural  Dtau  ought  diligently  to  inquire,  and  give  true  information  unto  the 
Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  the  Lord  Bishop  of  London,  or  his  Chancellour,  of  the 
names  of  all  such  persons,  clergy  or  lay,  within  his  precincts,  as  shall  be  openly  and 
publicly  noted  and  defamed,  or  vehemently  suspected  of  any  crime  or  offence,  as  is  to 
be  punished  or  reformed  by  authority  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court 

ii.  He  is  likewise  to  make  a  return  to  the  said  bishop  of  London,  or  his  chan- 
cellour,  into  the  registry  of  the  Consistory  Court,  of  all  the  clergy  who  dye  within  his 
Oranrj,  and  who  intermeddle  with  the  goods  of  the  deceased  without  probat  of  the 
deceased's  will,  or  without  administration  of  his  goods  granted  by  the  ordinary  of 
the  diocese,  and  likewise  of  wills  unproved  by  other  persons,  especially  such  wherein 
any  legacy  is  reported  to  be  left  to  charitable  uses. 

in.  He  is  likewise,  as  occasion  shall  require,  to  inspect  the  churches,  chancells,  and 
chapels,  and  the  houses  belonging  to  the  parsons  and  vicars  within  his  district,  and 
to  give  information  of  their  decays  and  dilapidations  to  the  ordinary. 

iv.  He  is  likewise  to  call  the  clergy  together  when  the  ordinary  shall  appoint,  and 
take  care  of  dispersing  such  orders  as  shall  be  transmitted  to  him,  and  to  make 
returns  accordingly. 

v.  He  is  likewise  to  take  care  that  persons  presented  to  the  bishop  to  be  confirmed 
by  him  should  be  fit  and  duly  qualified  for  the  bishop's  confirmation,  by  a  strict 
examination  of  them,  and  cauang  them  solemnly  to  renew  the  vow  which  was  made 
in  their  names  at  their  baptism. 

Memorandum,  that  die  above-named  Instruction*  were  sent  to  all  the 
Rural  Brans  before  written. 

Kk  Jtt*.  ttfflfctr.  Dioces.  London. 


3.    Commission  fob  the  Rural  Bfanft  of  the  Diocese  of  London, 
by  Bishop  Bloh  field,  A.D.  mdcccxxxiii. 

CHARLES  JAMES,  by  Divine  permission,  Bishop  of  London,  To  our  well* 
beloved  brother  in  Christ,  A.  B.  clerk,  M.A.,  rector  of  C,  in  the  county  of  £., 
and  our  diocese  of  London,  greeting — 

Whereas  it  has  been   represented  to  us  by  the  archdeacons  of  our  diocese  of 
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London,  that,  for  the.  purpose  of  enabling  them  more  effectually  to  execute  the 
duties  of  their  office,  it  it  desirable  that  we  should  revive  the  ancient  nae  of  ratal 
lie  an* — We,  therefore,  confiding  as  well  in  your  seal  for  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  His  church,  h  in  your  prudence  and  discretion,  do,  by  these  presents,  con- 
stitute and  appoint  you  to  be  rural  tin  of  a  certain  district  within  the  archdeaconry 
of  E.,  and  our  diocese  aforesaid ;  which  district  comprises  the  parishes  specified  in 
the  margin  of  this  Commission.  And  we  will  and  desire,  that,  in  executing  the  duties 
of  the  said  office  of  ratal  bean,  in  virtue  of  this  our  Commission,  you  do  in  all 
respects  act  in  subordination  to  the  archdeacon  of  the  said  archdeaconry  of  £.,  and 
that  you  do  strictly  and  faithfully  observe  the  Intimation*  hereunto  annexed. 

Given  under  oar  hand  and  seal,  this  day  of  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ;    and  of  our  Translation  the 


4.  Instructions  to  be  observed  by  tub  Stural  Bean*  in  the  Diocese  or  London, 
A.D.  ndcccxxxiii. 

i.  The  rural  bean  is  diligently  to  inquire,  and  give  true  information  to  the  arch- 
deacon, to  be  by  him  made  known  to  the  bishop,  of  all  matters  concerning  the  clergy, 
churchwardens,  and  other  officers  of  the  church,  which  it  may  be  necessary,  or  useful, 
that  the  ordinary  should  know. 

it.  Upon  being  made  acquainted  with  the  avoidance  of  any  benefice  within  his 
district,  he  is  to  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  bishop,  through  the  archdeacon,  in 
order  that  due  inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  state  of  the  vacant  benefice,  and 
sequestration  be  issued  out  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court. 

hi.  He  is,  likewise,  once  in  every  year,  previously  to  the  archdeacon's  visitation, 
and  at  other  times  when  he  shall  be  required,  to  inspect  the  churches  and  chapels 
within  his  district,  with  their  chancels  and  churchyards,  and  the  books,  ornaments, 
and  utensils  thereto  belonging  ;  as  also  the  houses,  buildings,  and  glebes,  belonging 
to  the  incumbents ;  and  to  make  a  return  thereof  to  the  archdeacon  at  bis  next  visi- 
tation, noting  all  alterations,  additions,  decays,  and  dilapidations  in  the  premises. 

iv.  He  is  alao  to  inspect  all  parochial  and  national  schools  within  his  district,  and 
to  make  a  particular  report  yearly  on  the  education  of  the  poor,  aa  connected  with 
the  established  church ;  and  to  obtain  from  time  to  time  such  information  respecting 
parochial  matters  aa  shall  be  required  of  him ;  and  to  make  returns  thereof  to  the 
archdeacon,  to  be  by  him  transmitted  to  the  bishop. 
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v.  He  shall  likewise  be  ready  to  advise  and  assist  the  churchwardens  within  hit 
district,  in  framing  their  presentments  of  all  such  things  as  are  amiss  within  their 
respective  parishes,  and  are  by  law  presentable. 

vi.  He  is  also  to  call  the  clergy  of  his  district  together,  whenever  the  bishop  or 
archdeacon  shall  appoint;  and  take  care  to  disperse  such  orders  as  shall  be  sent  to 
him  for  that  purpose. 

vn.  He  is  to  inspect,  at  his  annual  visitation,  and  at  any  other  time  when  he  may 
see  occasion,  the  licences  of  all  stipendiary  and  assistant  curates,  officiating  within  Ins 
district;  and  to  give  immediate  notice  to  the  bishop  of  any,  who  shall  officiate  as 
curates  without  being  duly  licensed. 

N.B.  Hie  archdeacons  will  make  a  yearly  report  to  the  bishop  of  all  returns  which 
they  have  received  from  the  rural  bran*. 


[ft.  An  Instrument  or  the  titular  Rohan-Catholic  Hierarchy  or  England, 
for  the  appointment  or  a  Sural  Bran  in  the  county  or  Ebbkx — ctreiter 

A.D.   MDCXXX. 

Forma  constituendi  JB«anura  Jlttralfm. 

RICHARDUS,  Del  et  apostolkae  sedis  gratia  episcopus  Chalcedonensis,  ordmarius 
Catbolicornm  Angliss,  et  Sconce;  dilecto  nobis  in  Christo  N.  Green,  presbytero, 
salutem  in  Domino  sempiternam.  Literanun  scientia,  vine  et  morum  bonestas, 
aliaque  probitstis,  et  virtutum  merits,  quibus  rev*,  d"1.  N.  N.  in  comitatibus  Essexise, 
ac  Suflblcia!  ardudiaconi,  commendaris  testimonio,  nos  indncunt,  ut  tibi,  in  regimine 
ecclesiasuco  una  nobiscum  procurando,  locum  aliquem  assignandnm  censeamus. 
Itaque,  quo  clerus,  et  popnlns  catholic™,  plnriom  oculis  obnoiius,  ditigentiorem 
operant  locet  in  vits\  recte,  et  ad  normnm  Christiana}  perfectionis  institnenda  te  ftt  ca- 
num  ruraltnt  in  comitatu  Essexia;  eligeudnm,  deputandum,  et  constituendum  cura- 
vimua,  ac  teuore  prsssentium  ejusmodi  OttanttM,  cam  potestate  inquirendi  in  mores 
preebyterorum,  et  catholicorum  laicorum,  in  prsjdirto  comitatu  degentium,  sen  com- 
morantium,  eosque  monendi,  exhortandi,  consnlendi ;  quin  et  eorundem  nomina,  si 
graviori  cofreptiane,  vel  etiam  ecclesiasucft  pcena  digni  habeantur,  ad  dominum 
archidiaconum  in  illo  comitatu  po testate m  habentem  deferendi,  omnibus  menoribus 
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motto,  via,  jure,  formB,  alque  ordine,  quibus  id  meliilR,  et  efficaciuB  possumus,  eligi- 
tnw,  depute  mas,  et  amatitnlmus :  prtestito  nihUominue  per  te,  et  per  archidincouum 
taam  nostro  nomine  recepto,  in  verbo  sacerdotis  jwratnentn ;  quod  nobis,  et  succea- 
eoribus  noMris  Anguse,  et  Scotia;,  ordinariis,  fidelw,  et  obediena  erisj  et  soncts 
matris  eoclcMg,  nostrbque,  ac  snccemorum  nogtrornm  parebb  mandatb.  Volmntw 
etiam,  atque  etiara  in  Domino  horterour,  et  mandamus,  at  de  supradictis  omnibus 
pnerato  archidiacono  tuo  continue*,  pro  rerum  momenta  ac  conditione,  rationem 
diligenter  reddaa.     In  quorum  fidem  pneaentibuB  Uteris  aabscripaimna,  et  sigtUum 

noetrum  iiadem  irapriiiii  fecimns.  Datum  ann.  s\  nativitate  DominL Indictione— — 

die  verit  mensis. 

h.  S.  (     '    )         Rich.  Ep.  Cbalcedonensb.'] 


SECT.  IV.—Woaa*  of  BnrlMm. 

THE  diocese  of  Durham  comprises  the  whole  counties  of  Durham  and  Northum- 
berland {excepting*  the  jurisdiction  of  Hexham  in  the  latter),  and  one  parish  in 
Cumberland.  It  is  divided  into  two  archdeaconries  ;  wz.  Durham  and  Northumber- 
land. Hie  former  of  which  contains  the  oranrit*  of  Chester,  Darlington,  Easington, 
and  Stockton.  The  latter,  those  of  Alnwick,  Bamburgfa,  Corbridge,  Morpeth,  and 
Newcastle-upon-Tyne . 

Notices  of  the  existence  of  brans  rural  in  this  diocese  appear,  for  the  first  time,  in 
the  Council  of  the  year  siccxx.,  under  Bishop  Richard  de  Marisco  (CC.  SLB.etH. 
Vol.  i.  p.  573) ;  secondly,  in  that  of  the  year  wcclv.,  under  Bishop  Walter  de  Kirk- 
ham  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  70S) ;  and  thirdly,  in  that  of  the  year  mcccxil,  under 
Bishop  Richard  de  Keuow  (CC.M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  il  p.  417).     In  toe  Constitution* 


('}  [Puller  notices  the  btihop  under  lb*  name  of  Chalcedon  Smith :  tee  C.  H.  Cent.  xrit. 
Book  xt.  He  was  the  second  titular  bishop  of  Chalcedon,  constituted  over  the  Roman 
Catholic*  of  England.  Hit  predecessor  in  the  prelacy  wm  Dr.  Biahop,  the  successor  in 
mdcXXiii.  of  Mr.  George  Blackball,  who  governed  that  society,  with  the  title  of  Stt^pritSt, 
from  the  fear  hdxctiii.  Previous  to  the  latter  date,  the  English  Catholics  were  under  the 
■nperintendence  of  Cardinal  Allen,  who  lived,  in  Flanders,  sad  founded  the  colleges  of  Dousy 
and  Rheinu Set  Dodd'i  Church  HUtory,  P.  it.  C,  l.  B.  in.  Art.  v.  p.  102.] 

(")  The  Fint  Report  of  the  Eccleiiattical  CommUtion  (A.D.  hdoccihv.)  proposes  that 
Rexhamshire,  ss  it  is  called,  belonging  to  the  diocese  of  York,  shall  be  transferred  to  that  of 
Putnam. 
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of  Bishop  de  Kirkham,  rut i- 6 r canal  chapter*  are  mentioned  more  than  once.  The 
passages  hare  been  cited  in  our  previous  pages. 

From  the  Valor  Ecclciicutiau  Henrici  VIII.  I  quote  the  following  entries:— 
Ep'atut  Dunelm.  QKOtatttfl  Cestrie  in  Strata — Rjcardns  Laton  OrtaaM  ib'm — 
(Vol.  v.  p.  318).  Sfunatue  de  Langcbestre  Rob'tns  Hyndman  (Mean**  ib'm  incum- 
bent— (p.  314).  BtcfmatujS  de  Auldand  Will'm'a  Strangways  d'ic'  bttanw  ib'm — 
(p.  31 5).  Btc&natult  de  DerUngton  CuthbV  Mershall  Dctamut  ib'm — (p.  318).  Bat 
of  these  Uraurit*,  one  or  two  appear  to  have  appertained  to  collegiate  churches. 

There  are,  at  present,  no  rural  btanst  appointed  within  the  diocese  of  Durham. 
The  archdeacons  of  Durham  and  Northumberland,  I  am  informed,  hare,  by  rirtoe 
of  their  patents,  and  by  immemorial  usage,  power  to  nominate  officials,  as  they  see 
fit.  In  the  archdeaconry  of  Durham,  there  is  always  one  official  appointed  for 
general  purposes,  and  others  with  subordinate  and  local  duties,  but  not  under  the 
denomination  of  rural  btanfi.  In  the  archdeaconry  of  Northumberland,  it  has  not 
been  usual  to  appoint  an  official,  except  in  case  of  the  unavoidable  absence  of  the 
archdeacon  for  any  length  of  time. 


of  asinrbfam. 

THE  diocese  of  Winchester  contains  the  whole  county  of  Hants,  the  county  of 
Surrey  (excepting  eleven  parishes),  one  parish  in  Wilts,  together  with  the  isles  of 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  Alderney,  and  Sark'.  There  are  two  archdeaconries;  viz.  Win- 
chester and  Surrey.  The  former  comprises  the  DtanrUss  of  Alresford,  Alton,  Andover, 
Basingstoke,  Drokinsford,  Foruingbridge,  Sombome,  Southampton,  Isle  of  Wight, 
and  Winchester.  The  latter  those  of  Ewell,  Southward,  and  Stoke.  The  islands  of 
Guernsey,  Jersey,  &c.  constitute  two  rural  Otanrite  under  the  presidency  of  their 
respective  oeanB.  Brans  rural  appear  in  connexion  with  the  diocese  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  fourteenth  century.  Tbey  are  noticed  in  a  long  canon  De 
arckidiacoTtu,  qfficialibui,  bnsnis,  et  apparitaribut  eorundem  of  the  Synodal  Contti- 
tutiont  of  Bishop  Henry  Woodloke  (rircUer  A.D.  Hcccvui.),  the  clauses  of  which,  as 
tar  as  they  relate  to  crams  rural,  have  been  incorporated  in  our  earlier  pages,  and 
may  be  referred  to  there,  or  in  Wfllrins's  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  VoL  ii.  pp.  299, 300. 

(')  The  Church  Commii*ioa  (A.D.  hdcccxxxt.)  proposes  no  alteration  in  thii  dioceia, 
except  h  to  taoH  parti  which  are  to  be  transferred  to  the  dioesce*  of  Canterbury  and  London. 
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At  that  remote  period,  the  office  was  in  the  joint  appointment  of  the  bishop  and 
archdeacon,  by  express  canon ;  bnt  it  afterwards  came  by  devolution  to  the  inferior 
clergy :  with  wham  u  custom  has  immemorially  obtained  of  choosing  a  own  rural 
for  each  fttantn  at  the  archdeacon's  visitation.  I  am  not  quite  Hare  whether  this 
custom  prevails  in  both  archdeaconries — Winchester  and  Surrey ;  but  of  the  latter 
I  can  speak  positively.  The  rural  clergy  there  annually  elect  from  among  their  own 
body  a  rural  tw«n,  whose  business  it  is  to  pleach  at  the  (wo  ensuing  visitations  of  the 
archdeacon  and  bishop's  commissary.  This  officer  is  understood  of  old  to  have  had 
the  supervision  of  churches,  and  to  have  exercised  the  other  functions  of  a  parochial 
visitor.  But  these  useful  branches  of  duty  have  long  since  left  him.  His  office  is 
now-a-days  so  complete  a  nullity  (save  in  respect  of  preaching),  that  Bishop  Sumner, 
on  bis  succession  to  the  see,  thought  fit  to  establish  the  new  and  more  efficient  order 
of  officers  (under  the  same  name  and  tide),  whose  appointment  is  annexed.  The  latter, 
it  is  expressly  provided,  is  in  no  way  to  affect  the  integrity  of  the  elder  institution ; 
which  remains  in  the  same  antiquated  condition  as  before. 

The  new  sppointment  belongs  to  the  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  diocesan,  and  is 
held  durante  epucapi  beneplacito. — See  the  Commission  following:  for  which  I  am 
beholden  to  the  venerable  C.  J.  Hoare,  archdeacon  of  Winchester. 

The  islands  of  Guernsey  and  Jersey,  with  their  appendages,  were  heretofore  rural 
btanrir #  of  the  diocese  of  Coutances  in  the  dukedom  of  Normandy,  and  were  annexed 
to  the  See  of  Winchester  in  the  sixteenth  century.  Bee  $|or*  BJtranlia  IfUulte, 
Part  IV.  Sect.  n.  p.  195.  and  numerous  extracts  sparrim  in  our  preceding  pages.  It 
is  probable  that  the  office  of  Dean  rural  was  of  very  early  institution  in  these  Anglo- 
Gallic  isles;  for  we  find  it  distinctly  set  forth  in  the  Council*  of  Rouen,  that  oeans 
tuial  exercised  jurisdiction  in  Normandy  before  the  Duke  of  Normandy,  in  the  person 
of  William  I„  became  king  of  England. — See  CC.  Ratomag.  Pravinc.  Part  i. 

Appointment  op  fiutal  Scan  in  the  Diocese  of  Winchester, 
by  Bishop  Sumner,  A.D.  mdcccxxix. 

Charles  Richard,  by  Divine  permission.  Bishop  of  Winchester,  To  our  well-beloved 
and  reverend  brother  A.  B.  clerk,  M.A..  rector  of  C,  in  the  6tantn  of  D.,  in  the  county 
of  £.,  and  diocese  of  Winchester,  greeting — 

Whereas  we  have  thought  fit,  upon  mature  consideration,  to  revive  the  ancient  use 
of  rural  II tans,  that,  by  persons  of  piety  and  integrity  in  every  neighbourhood,  we 
may  be  fully  informed,  at  all  times,  of  the  state  of  our  whole  diocese — We,  therefore, 
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constitute  and  appoint  yon,  by  these  presents,  to  be  a  rural  tttan  in  the  county  of  £., 
of  a  certain  district  comprising  the  parishes  specified  in  the  annexed  list:  and  we 
require  your  fidelity  and  diligence,  in  oliserviog,  inquiring  into,  and  duly  reporting 
to  ns,  all  such  things  within  the  said  tesnig  or  district  as  it  may  be  proper  for  n», 
and  useful  to  the  dioone,  that  we  should  know.  And  whereas  we  are  desirous 
that  our  information  may  extend  to  every  particular  with  which  we  ought  to  be 
acquainted,  respecting  the  condition  of  the  churches,  chancels,  and  churchyards ;  the 
preservation  of  the  parish-registers ;  the  state  of  the  glebe-houses,  glebe-lands,  and 
all  things  thereunto  belonging;  we  shall  transmit  to  you  a  printed  list  of  Questions'; 
to  which,  after  personal  visitation  and  inquiry  in  the  several  parishes  within  your 
district,  you  will  return  distinct  and  separate  answers,  together  with  such  additional 
obaervationa  as,  for  our  better  information,  yon  may  think  it  needful  to  subjoin.  We 
further  desire  that  such  parochial  visitations  may  be  renewed  annually,  and  the 
returns  transmitted  to  us,  at  our  Castle  of  Farnhan,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
August  in  every  year,  to  the  intent  that  we  may  take  such  measures  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  respective  cases,  and  the  general  welfare  of  the  diocese,  may  seem  to 
require. — We  likewise  hereby  call  your  attention  to  the  charitable  foundations,  as  well 
as  to  national  or  other  schools,  connected  with  the  church,  which  already  may  have 
been,  ot  hereafter  shall  be,  established  within  your  district;  desiring  you  to  inspect 
them  personally,  from  time  to  time,  as  need  may  be,  and  your  convenience  will 
permit,  and  to  make  a  report  annually,  on  the  day  and  month  aforesaid,  respecting 
Arir  actual  state  and  management — Whereas  also,  it  is  expedient  that  we  should 
have  certain  information  of  the  vacancy  of  benefices  within  our  diocese,  we  hereby 
require  you,  as  soon  as  the  avoidance  of  any  living  within  your  district  shall  have 
come  to  your  knowledge,  to  notify  the  same  to  us ;  and,  further,  we  desire  you  to  see 
that  the  churchwardens  of  such  vacant  parish  make  suitable  provision  for  the  service 
of  the  church,  nntil  the  induction  of  the  new  incumbent 

And  whereas  it  is  necessary  that  stipendiary  curates,  before  they  are  Licensed  by 
the  bishop,  should  take  certain  oaths,  and  make  certain  declarations  and  subscrip- 
tions, either  before  the  bishop  himself,  or  some  commissary  lawfully  appointed  by 
him,  and  it  is  more  convenient  for  them  to  appear  before  a  counuffttrn  in  this  our 
btaiuj,  we  therefore,  by  these  presents,  do  constitute  and  appoint  you,  the  said 
A.  B.,  to  be  our  lommffiwrn,  for  the  purpose  of  administering  to  all  stipendiary 
curates  whom  we  may  intend  to  license  within  the  beanrn  of  D„  the  oaths  of  alle- 

( ■ )  Tbi*  printed  Lilt  of  Questions  the  Editor  baa  not  received. 
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giance,  supremacy,  and  canonical  obedience,  and  for  seeing  them  make  such  decla- 
rations and  subscriptions  as  am  by  law  required ;  that,  before  we  sign  the  licence  of 
every  such  stipendiary  curate,  we  may  be  certified  that  all  things  have  been  done  in 
due  order.  And  we  also  hereby  constitute  yon  our  commissary  within  the  said  fetamrj, 
for  reporting  to  us  in  the  matter  of  such  commissions  as  we  may  see  fit  to  issue  for 
the  exchange  of  glebe-lands,  or  the  building,  rebuilding,  improving,  or  repairing 
glebe-houses,  or  for  the  laying  out  of  money  appropriated  to  a  benefice  by  the 
Governors  of  Queen  Anne's  Bounty. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  this  day  of  in  the  year  of  our 

Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  of  our  Translation  the 
second. 


SECT.  VI. — Sioct«t  of  ttsngK. 

THE  diocese  of  Bangor  contains  the  whole  of  Carnarvonshire  (excepting  three 
parishes) ;  the  better  half  of  Merionethshire,  one  btanrn  in  Denbighshire,  and  another 
in  Montgomery  shire  '.  It  is  divided,  according  to  Ecton,  into  three  archdeaconries — 
Bangor,  Merioneth,  and  Anglesea.  Under  Bangor  are  placed  the  oranrfrg  of  Arvon 
alias  Uchor  and  later,  Arllechwedd  alia*  Uchaph,  Isuph  Nanconway  and  Cruthyn, 
and  Lynn.  Under  Merioneth,  those  of  Evioiiy  dd,  Ardudwy  and  Eetimanner,  Arnsey, 
and  Dyffrynclwyd  and  Kemereh.  Under  Anglesea,  those  of  Llivon  and  Talybolion, 
Meuey  and  Maltraith,  Dyndd  and  Turkely,  and  Twrelyn. 

Within  this  part  of  the  principality.  Archdeacon  Wilkins's  CC-  M.  B.  et  H.  afford 
no  vestiges  of  Scans  rural.  Nor  do  any  appear  in  other  published  records.  The 
TaxaJio  EccUriattica  P.  Nicholai,  and  the  Valor  EccUnatticut  Henrici  VIII.,  are 
referred  to  in  vain.  It  is  probable  that,  at  the  date  of  those  respective  compilations, 
the  office  existed  not:  although  Bishop  Bethell  informs  me,  it  has  continued  from 
time  immemorial  in  the  diocese,  and  still  obtains, — the  ueana  being  appointed  under 
the  bishop's  band  and  seaL  For  the  following  Commission,  employed  by  the  late 
and  present  bishops  of  Bangor,  I  am  indebted  to  Bishop  Bethell. 


(I)  The  Church  Conmittim  (J.D.  smcccxxxv.)  proposes  that  the  sees  of  Bangor  and 
Saint  Asaph  shall  be  united;  and  that  the  diocese  shall  consist  of  the  whole  of  the  two 
existing  dioceses,  (except  that  part  which  U  in  the  county  of  Salop,)  and  of  all  those 
parishes  in  the  county  of  Montgomery  which  now  belong  to  the  dioceses  of  Saint  David's 
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Hsnry  WiUiiAM,  by  Divine  permission,  Lord  Bishop  of  Bangor,  To  oar  beloved 
in  Christ,  John  William  Trevor,  clerk,  vicar  of  the  parish  of  Llanbeblig,  in  the  county 
of  Carnarvon,  in  our  diocese  of  Bangor,  greeting' — 

Forasmuch  as  our  said  diocese  was  heretofore,  of  old,  divided  into  rural  tiemrtflt 
or  districts,  and  rural  titan*  were  appointed  therein,  we  have  thought  fit  (the  care  of 
the  good  government  of  our  said  diocese  ns  thereunto  moving)  to  continue  die  said 
ancient  constitution :  Unto  yon,  therefore,  (m  whose  industry,  ability,  and  fitness  in 
that  behalf,  we  confide  in  the  Lord)  we  do  grant  and  commit  free  power  and  autho- 
rity, by  these  presents,  from  time  to  time,  as  often  as  yon  shall  think  fit,  to  visit  the 
several  churches  and  parsonage  and  vicarial-houses  within  that  part  of  die  rural 
ormu b  of  Arfbn,  in  die  county  of  Carnarvon,  containing  in  its  district  all  the  parishes 
following ;  vh.  Llanaelhaiarn,  Clynnog,  Llnndwrog,  Llanllyfni,  Llanwnda,  Llan- 
fhgdalen,  Bettws,  Llanbeblig,  Llanfairisgaer,  Llanmg,  Llanberris,  Llanddeniolen, 
Bangor,  and  Pentir-chapel,  belonging'  to  Our  said  diocese  of  Bangor ;  and  to  inspect 
into  the  state  and  condition  of  the  said  churches,  and  of  the  churchyards,  communion- 
tables, pulpits,  desks,  pews,  vestments,  books,  and  of  all  other  things  necessary  for 
the  decent  celebration  of  Divine  Service ;  and  the  state  and  condition  of  the  parsonage 
and  vicarial-houses ;  and  to  transmit  unto  us,  fairly  written  in  a  book,  once  a  year, 
at  our  Chancellor's  visitation,  or  other  time  to  be  by  us  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
a  true  account  thereof,  to  the  end  that  we  may  more  effectually  take  order  with  the 
respective  incumbents  and  churchwardens  for  the  repair  and  provision  of  such  things 
as  shall  be  necessary.  And  we  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute,  ordain  and  appoint 
you,  the  aforesaid  John  William  Trevor,  rural  titan  of  that  part  of  the  rural  oranrj) 
aforesaid,  herein  before  specified,  daring  our  good  will  and  pleasure ;  on  the  cession 
of  the  Reverend  William  Griffith,  clerk. 

In  testimony  whereof,  we  have  hereunto  caused  our  episcopal  seal  to  be  affixed, 
this  seventeenth  day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twenty-two. 

H.  Bang  on. 


SECT.  VII.— Woem  of  Bath  rati  80(11*. 

THE  diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells  contains  the  county  of  Somerset ;  which  is  distri- 
buted into  three  archdeaconries,  i.  The  archdeaconry  of  Wells  comprehends  the 
rural  titanrir*  of  Axbridge,  Carey,  From*,  Obston,  Ilcbetster,  Merston,  and  Poulet 
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aUat  PawleL  n.  The  archdeaconry  of  Bath  contains  the  Otmtritt  of  Bath,  and 
Redctiffe  and  Bedminster.  hi.  The  archdeaconry  of  Taunton  enumerates  within  its 
jurisdiction  the  gtaurirs  of  Bridgewater,  Crew  kerne,  Dunster,  and  Taunton. 

During  the  time  that  Bishop  Drokeuafbrd  presided  over  the  see  (A.D.  mcccix. — 
hcccxkix.),  he  instituted  bMM  meal ;  and  it  seem*  to  have  been  the  custom  of  the 
diocese  to  employ  them  during  the  episcopate  of  Ralph  de  Shrewsbury  (A.D.  mcccxxix. 
— MoccLxm.).  See  CC.  M.  B.  et  B.  Vol  n.  p.  745 ;  and  that  of  Thomas  Beckiagton 
(A.D.  hogccxuii. — mcccclxiv.).  See  KeoneU's  Parochial  Antiquitiet,  Vol  n.  p.  351. 
fffr.  wSA.  ex  Beg.  WtHL  Wilkins  affords  only  one  notice  of  bun*  rural  in  con- 
nexion with  this  see;  viz.  in  the  mandate  of  Bishop  Ralph  De  ooitfcuwmbiu  tempore 
pci&entitB.     They  are  not  mentioned  in  the  EccUtiatticai  Palort. 

The  appointment  to  the  office,  the  writer  conceives  to  be  vested  in  the  bishop,  as  it 
has  been,  not  long  since,  exercised  by  Bishop  I*aw.  See  the  following  Instrument ; 
for  which  I  am  indebted  to  the  Reverend  John  Heathcote  Wyndham,  rector  of  Corton- 
Denham,  rural  bean  of  Hereton. 


Appointment  or  lUuI  So*  in  TBI  Dioorsb  op  Bath  and  Wells, 
ay  Bishop  Law,  A.D.  kdcccixx. 

George  Henry,  by  Divine  permission,  Bishop  of  Bath  and  Wells,  To  onr  well- 
beloved  and  reverend  brother  A.  B.,  clerk.  Master  of  Arts,  rector  of  C,  in  the  twaitrn 
of  D.,  and  our  diocese  of  Bath  and  Wells,  greeting — 

We  being  desirous  fully  to  understand,  and  constantly  to  be  informed  of,  the  state 
of  our  diocese,  and  the  condition  in  which  all  things  are  in  all  parts  thereof,  and 
having  a  good  account  and  opinion  of  the  piety  and  learning,  and  confiding  in  the 
diligence  and  prudence  of  you,  the  said  A.  B.,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and 
appoint  you  to  be  rural  oean  in  the  Otantn  of  D.  aforesaid  ;  requiring  your  fidelity, 
care,  and  diligence,  in  observing,  inquiring  into,  and,  from  time  to  time,  making  a 
report  to  us  of  all  things  and  persons  within  all  the  parishes  of  the  said  twantn,  con- 
cerning which  it  may  be  proper  for  us,  or  useful  to  our  diocese,  that  we  should  have 
information.  And,  at  this  time,  we  particularly  desire  and  require  of  you,  that,  in 
order  to  your  own  knowing  and  being  able  to  inform  us  of  the  true  state  and  condi- 
tion of  the  said  fetmrg,  you  will,  as  soon  as  with  conveniency  you  may,  visit  paro- 
chially, and  examine,  every  church,  and  chapel,  and  house  of  the  minister,  within  the 
same,  according  to  the  Articles  of  Inquiry  delivered  to  the  churchwardens  at  our  last 
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triennial  visitation,  to  which  we  refer  you  for  your  better  instruction  and  guidance  in 
the  discharge  of  your  duty  herein :  and,  after  snob,  examination  had,  we  desire,  more- 
over, that  you  will  leare  in  writing,  under  your  hand,  an  order  at  each  place,  speci- 
lyfasg  the  things  which  you  shall  judge  wanting  to  be  repaired,  amended,  and  done 
there ;  and  that  you  will,  at  the  end  of  the  arid  order,  require  that  every  such  paper 
he,  by  such  a  limited  time  as  yon  shall  think  proper,  returned  to  you,  with  a  certifi- 
cate at  the  bottom  of  it,  signed  by  the  minister  or  church-  or  chapel-wardens,  that  all 
things  are  repaired  and  done,  according  to  what  is  therein  stated.  And,  when  the 
said  paper  and  order,  with  the  said  certificate  annexed,  shall  be  so  returned  to  you, 
we  desire'  the  same  to  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  us,  together  with  such  obeeivalfaim 
thereon  as  you  may  judge  to  be  neeeseary  for  our  information  and  farmer  proocedfaag 
in  the  premises. 

And  farther,  we  expect  and  require  your  fidelity,  care,  and  diligence,  at  all  times, 
in  observing,  inquiring  into,  Hid  reporting  to  us,  as  oooanon  shall  require,  an 
account  of  all  irregularities  and  disorders  of  all  kinds,  which  may  happen ;  and  the 
behaviour  of  all  persons,  and  the  state  of  all  thing*,  within  your  said  Of  onto.  In 
doing  of  which  faithfully,  you,  the  said  roiftl  &*an,  will  very  much  assist. us,  your 
bishop,  in  the  discharge  of  the  great  duty  incimbeut  upon  us.  In  witness  whereof, 
we  have  caused  the  seal  (which  we  use  in  Una  behalf)  to  be  hereto  affixed. 

Dated,  under  ear  hand,  in  pur  palace  at  Wells,  the  secoad  day  pf  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord.  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty,  and  in  the  seventh  yeas 
of  our  Translation. 


SECT.  VHL— Btocrft  of  Wrintol. 

THE  diocese  bf  Bristol  was  one  of  the  six  sees  erected  by  King  Henry  VIII. 
"  It  was  taken  out  of  Salisbury,  for  the  most  part,  by  the  separation  of  the  county 
and  archdeaconry  of  Dorset  from  that  diocese,  and  from  Worcester,  by  the  separation 
of  several  parishes  in  Gloucester  (part  of  which  lay  in  Bristol  city,  in  that  county) ; 
and  also  from  Wells,  which  had  three  churches  or  chapels  in  Bristol  city."  At  pre- 
sent, this  diocese  contains  nearly  the  whole  of  the  county  of  Dorset — constituting 
its  only  archdeaconry ;  within  which  are  comprehended  the  ftwiultt  of  Dorchester, 
Bridport,  Pimpeme,  Shaftesbury,  and  Whitchurch.      The  tttaurn  of  Bristol  consists 
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of  fifteen  parishes  within  the  liberties  of  Brwtnl  city,   and   of  seventeen   outlying 
churches  and  chapels  in  Gloucestershire  '„ 

In  the  Valor  Eccietiasticu*  Heurici  VIII.  A.D.  hdxxxit.,  the  una  of  the  ratal 
Otsns  tAtn  in  cash  btanrji,  within  the  archdeaconry  of  Dorset,  are  mentioned ;  and 
it  ib  said,  the  archdeacon  paid  them  ix*.  nits',  each,  aa  an  annual  stipend ;  but, Una 
appears  to  have  been  afterwards  disallowed  by  the  Court  of  the  diocese. — Set  printed 
Valor  Hear.  VIII.  VoL  i.  p.  331 ;  and  Boswell'a  Becletuutical  Dfewton  of  ihn  Lho- 
ctati  of  B'-utot,  p.  16. 

At  the  above  date,  however,  it  moat  he  remembered,  the  diocese  of  Bristol  had  not 
been  established.  Dorset  formed  a  part  of  the  diocese  of  Sarum  till  the  year  msxlii.; 
and  onr  remarlu  would  more  properly  be  -transferred  to  the  latter  diocese.  The  &&• 
lowing  is  extracted  from  the  Valor  referred  to : — 

Dioe'.  Sar'.  Dory.  Archidlaoonae .   Stomal'  <k  Byrport, 
Henric'.  Dyvenel!  Bcrra,'.  ftuxaU*  ejusf.  ~\    £.     *.     d.        £.     *.     rf.       ' 
Valet  in  pjlc".  ejutdm  annual',  recept.       >  —     ix     iuj        —     —    — 
ile  archidiactmo  Dors',  g  iempe  exi*Unf. )  • 

Inde  in  main?.  redo*.  ejuKt.  unanaf —     tV.    — 


utde  p  *™    .,..'.        —     —    aiq 

It  seems  that  Henry  Dyvenell  paid,  as  rector  of  Bridport,  to  the  archdeacon  of 
Dorset,  in  tynadaU  and.  procuration*,  10*.  6rf. — See  Vol.  i.  p.  231.  The  other  rani 
titans  were— 

DeennatUS  de  Dorchester  D5s  Willms  Barvannach — valued  as  above,  Vol.  i.  p.  242. 

de  Wliytechnrche,  Will'us  Wydeoche — valued  as  above,  VoL  i.  p.  857. 

de  Pymp'ne,  Joh'es  Whyte— valued  as  above,  VoL  i.  p.  268. 

de  Shafton,  Thomas  Phylypps — valued  as  above,  Vol.  i.  p.  286. 

Bishop  Kaye, "  upon  mature  consideration,"  (bought  fit  to  revive  the  ancient 
authority  and  use  of  rural  titans  in  the  year  hdcccxxiv.  ;  and  the  institution  bus 


(')  The  Church  Cotamiiiioneri  (A.D.  KDCCCXrxv.)  recommend,  in  their  Report,  that  the 
ua  of  Bristol  and  Uandaff  thai!  be  Baited  (die  county  of  Dorset  being  transferred  from  the 
former  to  the  diocese  of  Salisbury),  and  that  the  diocese  (hall  comiat  of  the  tit y  of  Bristol 
and  adjacent  perishes,  now  in  the  diocese  of  Bristol  ;  and  of  the  present  diocese  of  Llandaff ; 
with  the  addition  of  those  portions  of  the  county  of  Monmouth,  which  are  now  in  the  diocese 
of  Saint  David's  and  Hereford,— end  of  certain  part*  of  the  trait  re  of  Brecon,  no*  hi  the 
diocese  of  Saint  David's. 
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been  continued  by  hia  successor.  Bishop  Gray. — See  the  Commi&tio*  following ;  for 
which,  with  its  subjoined  letter  of  explanation,  con  mining  many  valuable  hints  by 
Bishop  Kaye  to  a  newly-appointed  Stan,  I  am  obliged  to  the  Rev.  Christopher  Fleet, 
rector  of  Durweston  and  Bryamrtone — rural  bum  of  Whitchurch— a.  very  extensive 
QtMirg,  over  which  two  rural  btaos  are  usually  appointed, 

Appointment  op  Rural  Bran  in  the  Diocese  op  Bristol, 
by  Bishop  Kite,  A.D.  mdcccxxiv. 

John,  by  Divine  pennissiun,  Bishop  of  Bristol,  To  oar  well-beloved  and  reverend 
brother  A.  B.,  clerk,  M.  A.,  rector  of  C,  in  the  oeanrn  of  D.,  and  our  diocese  of 
Bristol,  greeting — 

Whereas,  we,  being  very  desirous  folly  to  understand,  and  constantly  to  be 
informed  of,  the  state  of  our  diocese,  have,  upon  mature  consideration,  thought  fit 
to  revive  the  ancient  authority  and  use  of  rural  brans,  ae  one  of  the  properest  and 
most  conducive  means  in  order  to  obtain  this  end;  that,  by  persona  of  the  best 
ability  and  integrity  in  every  neighbourhood,  we  may  be,  at  all  times,  rally  informed 
of  the  state  and  condition  in  which  all  things  are  in  all  the  parts  of  our  said  diocese; 
We,  therefore,  having  a  good  account  and  opinion  of  tbe  piety  and  learning,  and 
confiding  in  the  diligence  and  prudence,  of  you  the  said  A.  8.,  do,  by  these  presents, 
constitute  and  appoint  yon  to  be  a  rural  bran  in  the  btanrn  of  D.  aforesaid,  requiring 
your  fidelity,  care,  and  diligence,  in  observing,  inquiring  into,  and,  from  time  to 
time,  making  a  report  to  us  of  all  things  and  persons,  within  all  the  parishes  of  the 
part  of  the  said  Oiatirg  to  you  assigned,  concerning  which  it  may  be  proper  for  us,  or 
useful  for  our  diocese,  that  we  should  have  information.  And,  at  this  time,  we  par- 
ticularly desire  and  request  of  you,  that,  in  order  to  your  own  knowing,  and  being 
able  to  inform  us,  of  the  true  state  and  condition  of  the  said  bcantn,  you  will,  as 
soon  as  with  conveniency  you  may,  visit '  parochially,  and  examine,  every  church,  and 


(*)  In  a  Letter  of  explanation,  Bishop  Kaye  farther  adds  i — "  The  point  to  which  I  am 
moat  anxious  that  yen  should  direct  your  attention,  is,  the  state  of  the  ekorchae  la  the 
bentS,  and  of  the  houses  of  the  mm-rmidtnt  incnrobents.  I  conclude  that  a  resident  incum- 
bent trill,  for  hit  own  coaifort,  take  care  that  his  house  Is  in  good  repair.  I  enclose  a  list  of 
the  benefices  in  the  Dcanr]!,  in  which  I  have  marked  what  incumbents  are  resident,  and  what 
are  non-resident. 

"  In  looking  at  the  churches,  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  ascertain,  whether  there  is  a  saffl. 
dent  provision  for  draining  and  ventilating  them ; — whether  the  surplices,  books,  communion- 
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chapel,  and  house  of  the  minuter,  within  the  same ;  and,  after  such  examination  had, 
we  desire,  moreover,  that  yon  will  leave  in  writing,  under  your  hand,  an  order,  at 
each  place,  specifying  the  tilings  which  yon  shall  judge  wanting  to  be  repaired, 
amended,  or  done  there ;  and  that  yon  will,  at  the  end  of  the  said  order,  require  that 
every  such  paper  be,  by  such  a  Bunted  time  as  you  shall  think  proper,  returned  to 
yon,  with  a  certificate  at  the  bottom  of  it,  signed  by  the  minister  and  church-  or 
chapel-wardens,  that  all  things  are  repaired  and  done  according  to  what  is  therein 
directed.  And  when  the  said  paper  and  order,  with  the  said  certificate  annexed, 
shall  be  so  returned  to  yon,  we  desire  the  same  may  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  us, 
together  with  mich  observations  thereon  as  you  may  judge  to  be  necessary  for  our 
information  and  further  proceeding  in  the  premises.  In  doing  of  which  faithfully, 
you,  the  said  rural  bean,  will  very  much  assist  us,  your  bishop,  in  the  discharge  of 
the  great  duty  incumbent  on  us.  In  witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal, 
which  in  this  behalf  we  use,  to  be  to  these  presents  affixed. 

Dated,  under  our  hand,  this  twenty-sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord 
One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four,  and  in  the  fifth  year  of  onr  con- 
secration. 


SECT.  IX.— SbCflW  of  ffnrliftU. 

THE  diocese  of  Carlisle,  according  to  Browne  Willis,  "  contains  the  better  half  of 
Cumberland  and  Westmoreland,  under  the  government  of  one  archdeacon ;  viz.  of 
Carlisle ;  which  has  the  tttanrf «  of  Allerdale,  Carlisle,  Penrith,  and  Westmoreland, 
belonging  to  it" 


clothe  aud  plate,  are  in  good  order  j — whether  any  building!  have  been  pulled  down,  or 
material*  sold,  without  a  faculty  from  the  ordinary  ; — whether  any  pews  have  been  enclosed 
without  a  facnlty,  so  ai  to  encroach  upon  the  free  Billings,  and  thereby  exclude  the  poor  from 
the  church  ;— whether  the  churchyard  is  properly  fenced  and  kept  i   4«.  ...... 

"With  respect  to  any  thing  which  may  want  correction  in  the  churches,  it  will  b*  mifflcient 
to  leave  written  direction*  with  the  churchwardens,  in  the  manner  specified  In  the  appoint* 
moat ;  but  in  the  respect  to  the  glebe-hotucs,  It  will,  perhaps,  be  better  that  you  should  only 
report  to  me,  and  that  I  should  five  the  direction*. 

"  If  in  any  instance  you  have  reason  to  suppose  that  improper  exchanges,  or  alienation*  of 
glebe,  or  of  any  kind  of  church  property,  have  taken  place,  1  will  thank  you  to  inform 
met  &.c.  Ac" 
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Neither  Wilkins 's  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  nor  the  Ecclesiastical  Fahrs  afford  the  least 
information  respecting  D tans  rural  in  the  diocese  of  Carlisle.  During  Bishop  Douglas's 
occupation  of  the  see  (A.D.  udcclxxxvii. — mdccxci.),  I  have  been  told,  he  availed 
himself  of  their  assistance  in  overlooking  the  country  churches  and  clergy;  and, 
from  having  witnessed  the  utility  of  the  institution  in  the  diocese  of  Carlisle,  purposed 
to  have  introduced  it  into  that  of  Sarum,  on  his  translation  thither  in  the  year 
mdccxci.,  had  he  found  precedents  for  it  in  the  latter  see. — Vide  Sarum  Document*. 

To  die  late  Registrar  of  the  diocese  of  Salisbury  I  owe  this  information — which  I 
relate  exactly  as  I  have  received  it.  But  I  must  add,  that  Bishop  Percy  is  inclined 
to  doubt  its  correctness,  as  far  as  the  diocese  of  Carlisle  is  concerned ;  inasmuch  as 
no  mention  of  the  office  of  Dent  rural  is  to  be  found  in  the  registers  of  that  see,  and 
it  is  believed  never  to  have  existed  in  the  diocese. 


SECT.  X.— Bio:.(t  of  «bt»tet. 

THE  diocese  of  Chester  includes  the  entire  counties  of  Chester  and  Lancaster, 
part  of  the  counties  of  Westmoreland,  Cumberland,  and  York ;  two  chapelries  in 
Denbighshire,  and  five  parishes  in  Flintshire.  It  is  divided  into  two  archdea- 
conries: i.  Chester — containing  the  ofanrfefl  of  Chester,  Frodsham,  Malpas,  Mac- 
clesfield, Middlewich,  Nantvrich,  Wirral,  Blackburn,  Ley  land,  Manchester,  and  War- 
rington— (which  btantUs  were  in  Lichfield  diocese  till  the  erection  of  the  see  of 
Chester  in  mdxli.).  ii.  Richmond — containing  the  btnmirS  of  Amounderness, 
Furness,  Kirkby- Lonsdale,  Kendal,  Catterick,  Borough  bridge,  Richmond,  and  Coup- 
land,  (all  which  were  subject,  under  the  Archdeacon  of  Richmond,  to  the  see  of  York, 
till  mdxli.  ')■ 

The  earliest  notices  of  Dtans  rural,  within  the  ecclesiastical  territory  constituting 
the  modem  diocese  of  Chester,  are  found  in  documents  of  the  twelfth  century  ;  at 

{ ' )  It  is  proposed  in  the  First  Report  of  the  Church  Commission,  A.D.  MDCCCXXXV.,  that 
the  beatifies  of  Amounderness,  Blackburn,  Leyland,  Manchester,  and  Warrington,  shall 
constitute  a  new  see,  under  the  title  of  Manchester ;  and  that  the  Braltttra  of  Richmond, 
Cstterick,  and  Borough  bridge,  of  this  diocese,  with  the  oraitip  of  Craven,  and  such  part*  of 
the  Standi*  of  Atnsty  and  Pontefract,  in  the  diocese  of  York,  as  lie  westward  of  the  Liberty 
of  the  Ainsty,  and  the  Wapentakes  of  Barkston  Alh,  Osgolderois,  and  Btalncroas,  shall  con- 
stitute a  new  see,  under  the  denomination  of  Ripoc.  It  is  also  proposed  that  the  tttanrtts  of 
Furness  and  Carbnel,  and  Eirkby-Lonsdale,  shall  be  added  to  the  diocese  of  Carlisle. 
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which  time  it  formed  port  of  the  dioceses  of  York  and  Lichfield.     The  6* an*  of  the 
different  Dcmtrt  were  then  appointed  by,  and  were  subject  to,  their  respective 


On  the  erection  of  the  see  of  Chester  by  Henry  VIII.  (down  to  which  date  the 
office  appears  never  to  have  been  extinct  in  the  archdeaconries  of  Chester  and 
Richmond)  the  constitution  of  the  charge  was  materially  changed.  From  being 
terminable  at  the  will  of  the  archdeacon,  it  became  perpetual,  and  was  leased  oat  for 
lives ;  as  the  following  documents  (for  which  my  readers  are  under  obligation  to  the 
Lord  Bishop  of  London,  and  W.  Ward  esq.,  the  deputy-registrar  of  the  diocese) 
will  shew. 

The  Ocanrtts  of  the  diocese  of  Chester  are  distributed  under  other  jurisdictions  in 
the  Valor  Eedetuu&cu*  Henrici  VIIL  (the  see  not  being  then  founded) ;  but  the 
titans  themselves  are  not  noticed.  The  "  Dignita*  Dtranalu*  de  Leyland "  is  said 
to  be  "  in  maiubut  Will 'mi  Knyght  Archi'ni  Cestrie."  See  the  printed  Valor  EccUi. 
VoL  v.  p.  231. 

So  much  has  been  said  on  the  btcanal  jurisdiction  of  this  populous  diocese  in  the 
foregoing  pages,  and  so  much  will  hereafter  appear,  in  the  annexed  patents  and 
other  documents  of  institution  of  Dtani  rural  and  their  subject  officers,  that  I  need 
merely  add,  in  this  place,  that  the  office  of  tural  btan  of  all  the  btanttf*  is  note 
exercised  by  two  persona ;  the  archdeacon  of  Chester,  and  the  commissary  of  Rich- 
mond, "  Their  authority  as  rural  Brans,"  the  bishop  of  London  obligingly  commu- 
nicates, "  is  of  very  ancient  date,  and  in  some  of  its  branches  is  quite  independent  of 
the  bishop.  The  archdeacons  of  Chester  and  Richmond,  as  such,  have  no  jurisdic- 
tion whatever." 

Two  of  the  annexed  patents  were  granted  subsequently  to  the  consolidation 
referred  to. 


1.  Patent  for  the  Office  of  Kutal  9»n  of  the  Bianritf  of  Kendall,  Lons- 
dale, and  Cathesick,  to  Thomas  Bland,  A.D.  mdli.  (e x  Libra  filf.  penei 
W.  Ward,  RegUtr.  Epitc  Diocet.  CeHrient.) 

JOH  ANES  permiasione  dwina  Cestrienaia  Episcopus,  nuthoritate  Domini  nostri 
Domini  Edward!  Sexti  Dei  gratia  Anglin  Franc,  et  Hibemist  R\  Fidel  Defensor,  et 
in  terrfi  ecclesue  Anglicans  et  Htbemicte  supremi  capias  legitime  fulcif-  Dilectis 
nobis  in  Chruto  Domino  Thomas  Bland  presbytero  salutem,  gratiatn,  et  benedict. 
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Otficium  JBtrant  Dtranaruj  de  Kendall,  Lonsdale,  et  Catrige  urae  C 
potestatem  ad  inquirendum  et  invesugandum  de  et  super  qniscunqne.  criminibuB, 
excessibuE,  et  delictis,  quorum  correctio  et  reformatio  ad  forum  ecclesiasiicum  da 
jure  et  statutia  hujus  regni  Anglue,  et  Don  aliter,  pertinere  dinoacnnt'.  contra  quos- 
cunque  diocess.  et  jurisdictions  Cesiriensis  intra  utasatum  de  Kendall,  Lonsdale,  et 
Catrige  predict,  comorant  Ipsaque  crimina,  excess,  et  delict  qualitercunque  debit 
probata  (criminibus  simonue  et  haaresis  viz'.  qusl'cuuque  penonantm  duutaxat 
exceptis)  ecclesiastic^  corrigend.  puniend.  et  refonnaod.  Necnon  ad  proband,  et 
inainuand.  omnia  et  singula  testamenta  legitime  coram  te  probata,  sive  probanda, 
quarumcunque  personarum  infra  diet  Oeeanat.  deceden.  quarum  tamen  bona  credita 
et  cataL  morns  ante  tempore  ad  sumam  qaadraginta  librarnm  de  elaro  non  exten- 
dunt  Ac  etiam  executionem  eornndem  testamentor.  ei.ecul.ori,  sive  executoribus,  in 
eijsdem  nominato,  sive  nominatis,  admrnistretionemque  bouorum  quarumcunque 
personanun  ab  inteatato,  vel  p  vi&  inteatati,  infra  dictum  uetanatam  deoeden.  quorum 
bona  credita  et  catella  ad  sumam  402.  non  extendunt,  illi  vel  illia,  qnibus  de  jure  et 
Btatutis  hujus  Regni  Augliie  debeatnr  comittend.  Insuper  ad  recipiend.  inventoria 
omnium  et  slugulorum  bonorum,  jurium  oreditum,  et  catsllorum,  tan  eornndem 
Testanium,  quam  ab  inteatato  deceden.  jus  ta  juris  in  bic  parte  exigenti*.  Necnon 
ad  levand.  ac  recipiend.  omnia  et  singula  feod.  et  proficua,  approbationem  testa- 
mentoru.  et  commisaionn.  ad  minis  traconum  hujusmodi,  ad  usum  et  comodum  tnum 
proprium,  ac  copotu.  calculum,  sive  radociniiun  bonorum  creditornm,  et  oatet- 
lornm  hunioi,  tarn  de  pnedieds  executoribus,  quam  admmigteatoribns  petend.  reci- 
piend, audiend.  et  finalr  terminaud.  eosdemque  execuuwes  et  administrator**  m  et 
parte  si  justu.  videat'  acquietand.  et  dimittend.  Sinodalia,  ac  etiam  pensiones,  et 
alias  qnascunque  pecuniarum  summas,  nobis  sen  succesBoribus  nostris  infra  decenat 
predict,  debit  sive  debend.  levand.  colligend.  et  recipiend.  ac  de  receptis  acquietan- 
das  et  finales  deliberationes  faciend.  sigilland.  et  deliberand.  ac  de  eijdem  nobis  et 
succesaoribus  nostria  rationem  et  computu.  reddend.  Necnon  omnia  alia  et  singula 
ad  officium  5  (canst,  hujusmodi,  tarn  de  jure,  quam  de  cmuuetudine  pertinent,  et 
tpectant.  faciend.  exercend.  expediend.  et  exequend.  Tibi  in  virtule  jnramenti'  tui 
coram  nobis  de  officio  predict,  fideliter  exequend.  in  hflc  parte  prius  praatit  damns 
et  concedunus  atque  anctoritatem  nostram  pro  nobis  et  successoribus  nostris  tenore 
presentium  in  pnemiaaiH  omnibus  et  singulis,  cam  cnjualibet  censure  et  ecclesiastics! 
cohertionis  poteatate.    Teque  vMasMtt  nostrum  at  Bwccaaaoram  nostrorum  prssficimas 

(')  These  wards— virtute  jiiramenti,  &c  to  liamvi,  are  in  no  future  patent. 
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ibidem  babend.  tenend.  et  gaudend.  officium  or  (ant  de  Kendall,  Lonsdale,  et 
Ctttricbe  predict,  tibi  de  nobis  et  Buccessoribus  nostris  p'  teipsum  vel  ex  justs  causa 
p>  tnnm  auffkaente-  deputain.  exercend.  ad  terminuin  vibe  ttue,  unit  com  omnibus 
proficuia  et  feodis  de  approbationibus  testamentorum  et  comissianibns  administra- 
bonum  predict,  ac  omnibns  afiis  proficuis,  feod.  et  co  modi  tab  bus,  eidem  officio  de 
jure  pel  contttetwime  apectan.  et  pertin.  una  cum  potestate  et  auctoritate  omnia  et 
singula  prsemiEB.  nomine  nottro  et  sneceasorum  nostromm  faciend.  exercend.  et 
expedient!,  donate  at  p'  dicit'  vita  tuii  naturali.  In  enjus  rei  testimonium  sigil- 
lum  4c.— Anno  1561—24  May.  4  Edw.  6th. 


2.  A  Patent  or  the  Office  op  Registrar  to  the  Hural  Bean  op  Amounderness 
Dbanry,  in  the  Diocese  of  Chester,  A.D.  mdxcm. 

OMNIBUS  Christi  Fidelibus  ad  quos  hoc  prasens  scriptnm  pervenerit,  sen  quos 
infra  scriptnm  tangunt,  ant  taugere  poterint  quomodolibet  in  futurum,  Willielmua, 
miseratione  divina  Cestrieusis  episcopus,  salntem  in  Domino  sempiternam  ac  fidem 
indubiam  prasentibus  adhiberi  Noverint  univenitas  vestra  quod  cum  nos  nuper 
officium  bnani  ruralis  brcattat,  de  Amoundernesa  pro  nobis  et  Buccessoribus  nostris 
Ricardo  Parker  clerico,  vicario  de  Chipping  archidiaconatus  nostri  Richmond  is 
dedimus,  coneeasimns,  et  confinnavimus,  eidem  Ricardo  Parker  nullum  Registrarium, 
sive  actorum  suoram  a  crib  am,  infra  pttaiurtu.  predict,  asaignavimus,  nuacvero  certas 
ob  causas  noa  in  ea  parte  specialiter  moventes  pra°cipu£  vera  quia  omnia  acta,  et 
cKtera  infra  Dtcanatum  predictum  gesta,  juxta  debita  juris  exigentia,  inactitari  et 
registrari  enrabimus,  Ricardum  Parker  literatum  ad  exercendum  officium  Regis- 
trarii  infra  et  per  totum  bftanstttm  de  Amoundemesa  predict,  quandocunque  et 
qnobeacunmte  opus  fuerit,  pro  nobis  et  successoribus  nostris,  prtefkimus,  ordinamua, 
et  constitnimns  per  pnesentes  babend.  tenend.  gaudend.  fruend.  et  occupand.  dictum 
officium  Registrarii  infra  Drcanat.  prsedict  eidem  Ricardo  Parker  et  deputat  aive 
deputatifl  mis,  una  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  proficuis,  vadiis,  feodis,  et  cseteris 
emolnmeutis  quibuscunque,  Regiatrario  ejnsdem  brcanat.  qualitercunque  debit,  et 
solvi  oousuet.  in  tarn  amplis.  forma  et  modo,  quam  alii  dicti  Ctcanat.  Registrarii 
habuerint,  tenuerint,  vel  gavisi  meruit,  vel  posedderint,  vel  sic  habere,  tenere,  gnudere, 
vel  powidere  debuerunt,  durante  vita  naturali  ejnsdem  Ricardt  Parker  et  nou 
diu tills.  In  cujus  rei  testimoninm  sigillum  nostrum  episcopate  preesentibus  appo- 
snunus.— = — Da*.  Oct?,  die  mensis  Octobris  anno  Dni.  1592. 
BB  2 
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In  the  same  Jtts-  book  of  the  Registry  Office  of  Chester,  there  ia  a  cop;  of  a  patent 
of  the  office  of  Registrar  to  all  the  separate  rural  Brandts  throughout  the  diocese  to 
Humphry  TJoid,  anno  hdxcviu. — viz.  DtCBMtVH  de  Bangor,  Malpasse,  Cheater, 
Wirral,  Namptwich,  Middlewich,  Frodsham,  Maxfield,  Manchester,  Warrington, 
Leyland,  et  Blackburn,  infra  arcbidiaconatum  Cestriensem — otcaaatu*  de  Andernes- 
tals,  Amonnderness,  Lonsdale,  Furness,  Copeland,  Kendall,  Burrowbridge,  Ca- 
therick,  et  Richmond,  infra  archidiaconatnin  Richmond. 

From  Mr.  Ward'*  evidence  before  the  Ecclesiastical  Commission  (xdcccxxx.)  it 
appears  that  the  patents  of  the  dioceaan  and  Decanal  registrarshipa  are  still  kept 
distinct.  Mr.  Keene  is  principal  registrar  of  the  diocese,  with  the  exception  of  the 
twelve  ratal  uwnmrt  of  Chester,  of  which  Mr.  Ward  is  patentee.  But  the  former  ia 
registrar  of  the  rural  ocanrit*  of  Richmond.  See  EccU*.  Courts  Report,  mdcgcxxxii. 
pp.  161,  182. 


3.  A  Charge  to  the  Btttt*  Stara!  op  the  Diocese  of  Cheatsr,  A.D.  mo  i  civ. 

CORAM  Rev™,  in  Christo  Pre'  et  Duo  Duo  Willio  Miseracord.  Divina  Cestrien. 
Eps  in  Pullatio  suo  EpUli  Cestr.  pnbee  ibm  pro  Trinali  in  p'ntift  mei  Joannia 
Margell  No"1.  Pub5,  xxviM.  die  mensis  Junii,  anno  Dom.  1594. 

QuiboB  die  et  loco  comparuerunt  gl".  Robertas  Collegne  A.M.  Breams  iKutali* 
BttanatuS  de  Warrington,  Jones  Osbaldestou  A.M.  B.  ».  B6.  de  Blackburn,  Tho- 
mas Richardson  CIV  B.  K.  B*.  de  Manchester,  Jones  Hyde  CI*.  B.  *.  B*.  de 
Macclesfield,  Johes  Shaw  CI'.  B.  1st.  B*.  Medii  Viri,  Willmus  Lingard  CI".  B.  Via 
Malbani,  et  Petrus  Makinson  CI'.  B.  sA.  B*.  de  Leyland,  et  dictus  revdua  pater 
monuit  et  injunxit  eos,  et  eorum  quemlibet,  tarn  virtute  juramentorum  suorum  81s 
(ut  idem  revdus  pater  asseruit)  ad  sancta  Dei  Evangelia  primitiis  per  eos  prsestitor. 
quim  etiam  sub  pceni  juris  in  ipsos  infligend.  casn  qno  decreto  dicti  revdi  patris 
subacripto  parere  neglexerint,  quatenus  ipsi  et  eorum  qnilibet  infra  mensem  post 
festutn  Paschalis  qnolibet  annorum  prox.  sequent!,  non  solum  notam  perfectam  om- 
nium et  singulorum  testamentomm  per  eos  probatoru.  et  admracom  per  eos  commiss. 
et  concess.  oak  cum  summis  separat  obligationem  et  nominibns  partinm  obligatur. 
veriim  etiam  veras  copias  detectionum  eis  et  eorum  cuilibet  in  visitadonibns  suis 
pr.  sentat  infra  mensem  post  featum  Michlis,  una  cum  actibus  quibusennque  pro 
pcenitentiis  contra  criminosos  bumoi  in  recordia  veatiis  inacL  introit  et  regraL  et  cer- 
tificatoria  separalia  pceniteu.  humoi,  ac  etiam  excoicaL  quorumque  infra  Unnut 
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pried,  un<L  cam  die  excom.  et  tempore  in  quas  stetenint  excom.  eidem  revdo  patri 
subscription,  manuum  suurnm  pariter  exhibeant — Et  ulterios  dictus  revdus  pater 
roonoit  et  injunxit  dictia  bcrnnts  et  eorum  cuilibet,  quatenus  ipsi  in  qualibet  ecclesia 
sive  cnpellS  infra  brtanat.  predict  a.  qnibualibet  curatis,  lectori  bus,  et  ludimagistris, 
officio  no  fungendbus  tempore  visitationum  Bnaram  humoi  inquirant  an  humoi. 
lectores,  enrati  rive  magistri  sunt  ad  instrueud.  vel  ad  divina  celebrond.  &  dno 
revdo  patre  sive  ejus  authate  ibidem  licentiat.  Et  quod  died  ludimagiatri,  rive 
curati  literas  humoi  si  qnaa  habeant  ostendant,  et  casn  quo  inquisitione  bujusmodi 
conatiterit  aliqnos  curatoe.  lectores,  sive  ludimagistros,  non  fuisae  legitime  in  locia  in 
quibua  commorantur  licentiaL  eisdem  utcanis  et  eorum  cuilibet  sub  pcenfl  prtedictA 
injunxit,  quatenus  ipsi  de  tempore  in  tempus  nomina  eorundem  non  licentiatoru. 
pned.  eidem  rerdo  patri  exhibeaiit,  et  quod  in  mnndatis  dant  guardianis  cujuslibet 
eccUae  sive  capelb*  pradictae  quatenus  ipsi  bujusmodi  lectores,  et  curatoa  ad  divina 
celebranda  nisi  fuerint  legitime  licentiati,  nnllo  modo  ainant  sub  ptenft  contuma- 
ciarum  post  mentionatum  fecerint,  infligeud.  et  monnit  eoadem  bcrauoj  et  eorum 
quemSbet  qnatoa  ipsi  notam  perfectam  in  libra  papyri  descriptam  de  processu  sua  in 
txtanattbu*  suia  per  annuum  spatium  ult.  pneterit.  sub  manibus  suia  exbibeant.  Et 
poatea  vid.  11™.  die  mensis  Julii  anno  Dni  mdxciv.  pried,  comp.  comp1.  i>t,r  Richus 
Eaton  clicus,  tetanus  rural!*  ll(«natu»  de  Frodsham,  et  dictus  revdus  pater  monuit 
et  injunxit  ei  Bub  pcena.  prad.  ad  perimplend.  et  performand.  decxeta  prwdieta  et  ad 
faciend.  proiit  superius  inactitatar.  Et  postea  compamernnt  p"1  dicti  Robertus 
Collegne,  Jobea  Osbaldeston,  Jones  Shaw,  Willius  Lingard,  et  Petrus  Makinson,  et 
eihibnerunt  juxta  monitioQem  dicti  revdi  patris  separales  libroa  papyri  contincn. 
nomina  oium  et  singulorum  testamentor.  per  eos  boc  anno  pnelerito  probator.  et 
adrnraconum  concess.  ac  edam  criminum  et  defectuum  putaL  Et  quia  dci  Thomas 
Richardson  et  Johes  Hyde  non  comparuerunt  istis  die  horis  et  loco  ad  exhiben- 
dum  &c  Dous  revdus  pater  pnunciavit  contumac  reaervatft  eorum  pcenfi.  Et 
alterius  quia  constat  dno  rdo  patri  per  certificatoria  et  alia  Itima  documents  Richum 
Eaton  clicum  coinnem  pro  toto  uttanatu  buo  violasse  et  irregulariter  processisse, 
idem  revdus  pater  injunxit  ei  snb  poena  juris  et  contemptus  monitionis  died  rdi 
patris  quatenus  ipse  imposWram,  donee  conatiterit  de  voluntate  dicti  rdi  patris, 
officio  Ottani  nnllo  modo  fungi  p'snmat  Ipsumque  ab  officio  suo  suspendend. 
decrevit  et  Buspendit  donee  duxerit  eundem  relaxandum. 
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4.  Patent  of  the  Office  of  Rural  Stan  or  Amounderness  JBranrn,  in  the 
Diocese  of  Chester,  to  Richard  Parker,  A.D.  mdxcvhi. 

OMNIBUS  Xti  fidelibns  ad  quos  prates  As  pcrven'int  Richardus  nmissione 
divinfi  Cestriensl  Epus  saltern  in  Dno  sempiternam  ac  fidem  indubiam  pretibus  adhi- 
bere  volumus. — Sciatis  nos  p'fat.  Richardm  «pm  antedicL  pro  div'sia  bonis  et  1  urn  is 
causia  et  consideracoibus,  hob  ad  hoc  juste  moven.  dedisse,  concessisse,  ac  pro  nobis 
et  successoribus  nris  connrmasse,  p'ut  damns,  concediiims,  et  confirm  amua,  p  pretes 
dilect  nobis  in  Christo  Rich.  Parker  clico  vicar.  eccKa?  procbia].  de  Chippinge  officia 
Detain  Dttanal.  nn  rurl.  de  AmounderneftB  nrs  Cestr.  dioc  jam  kime  vacant,  cB  oibs 
et  singulis  feod.  prficuis,  emolument  vadiis,  et  comoditat  quibuscunqne  eid.  officio 
p'tinent.  ac  bfcano  cjusdem  btcanat.  tutal.  vel  de  jure,  seu  consuetodine  hacteniia 
quovis  modo  debit  et  spectant  ad  proband,  approband.  ac  pro  vinos  ac  valore 
eorund.  insinuand.  et  pr  actiand,  testament*  et  ultimas  voluntatis  qaorumque  infra 
Otcattat.  prd.  deceden.  quor.  bonor.  et  catt  suma  (confect  inde  pkno  et  fideli  in- 
ventor.) ultra  euiTiam  quadragint  librar.  legalis  monete  Anglie  in  valore  nan  extendit 
(testament  milit.  armigeror.  et  clicor.  tantummodo  exceptis)  admiHacioemque  tarn 
oinm  et  singulorum  bonor.  juror,  creditor.  cattelL  et  chattell.  bfiioi  executor,  in 
eisdem  testament,  noiatig  senaliia  quibnscunque,  prut  jura  et  statuta  regni  Anglie 
in  e&  parte  exigunt  et  requirunt  quam  alior.  quonuncunqne  ab  intestato  seu  per  viam 
intesiati  infra  titan,  p'd.  decedent  quoru.  bonor.  suma  (confect  inde  pleno  et  fideli 
inventar.)  somas  p'd.  aon  excedit  ilii  vel  ilUs  cni  vel  quibus  de  jure  et  statutis  p'ctia 
committend.  est  in  debit  juris  forma  committeod.  ac  pro  cauais  necessariis  oia  et 
singula  bona  jur.  credit  catall.  et  cbattell.  p'.  d.  colligend.  sequestrand.  ac  secdum 
quod  juris  fuerit  disponent!,  computumque  calculn.  et  ratioein.  ab  humoi  executor, 
admrator.  collector,  et  sequestrator,  audieud.  et  redpiend.  ac  sic  computantes  ab 
ulterior,  compo.  acquietaud.  et  exorierand. — Ac  insQp.  de  et  sup.  quibuscunque 
criminibus  excess,  et  defect,  omim  et  singalor.  infra  ottanst.  p'dict  delinquent, 
inquirend.  et  inquiri  facicud.  oes  et  singulos  laicos '  criminosos  et  delinquentes  inibi 
detectos  et  repertos  (adulter,  et  incestnosiB  tantummodo  except)  per  censuras  ecclias, 
aHaque  juris  remedia  letima,  coercend.  corrigend.  puniend.  et  refbrmand.  ac  pcenas 
pcenitentiasque  salutares  et  condignas  eis,  et  ear.  cuilibet  pro  humodi  delict  infli- 
gend.  injnngend.  exequique  mandand.  et  obtinend.  csteraque  omnia  et  singula,  qua;    . 
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in  prsmians  vel  area  ea  necessaria  fuerint,  seu  quomodo  libet  opportune,  cam 
cujuslibet  ecclituae  correctionis  auctate  fariend.  exercend.  et  expedient,  tibi  p'fato 
Richardo  Parker,  de  cujus  fidelitate,  doctrina,  circumspectionia  industrial,  et  vita; 
integritate,  plenam  in  Dno  fiduaam  habemus,  vices  et  auctate  m  nostras  commisnimus 
p'ut.  p*  pretes  committimus  teqne  betan.  et  comissariu.  nostra,  infra  et  pr  totum 
tucnultl.  p'dictum,  ad  p'missa  omnia  et  singula  exequend.  cum  oibus  et  singulis 
eisdem  annexis,  councils,  emergentib*  et  dependentibus  quibuscunque  prencimas, 
ordinamus,  et  deputamus,  pr  p'etes,  habend.  gandend.  et  exercend.  dicta,  officiu. 
utcant  et  commissarii  ad  supra  scriptU  sic  at  permittitux  exequend.  infra  et  per  totu. 
bctanat.  de  Amouuderueas  p'dict  p'dictu.  cu.  oibus  et  singulis  feodis,  p'ficuis, 
emoluments,  vadiis,  et  ceteris  comoditatibus  p'dicus,  tibi  p'fato  Richardo  Parker  et 
deputato  sen  deputatia  aaaignato  seu  aasignatis  tuis  quibuscunque,  durante  totft  vita 
natural!  tui  p'dict.  Richardi  Parker,  in  tarn  amplis  modo  et  forma  (exceptis  tantiim 
preexceptis)  proiit  alii  died  Ottsntrtu*  ratal  e 9  bttani  antehac  idem  officiu.  babuerunt, 
tenuerunt,  vel  eisdem  gaviai  faerunt,  sive  illud  officium  habere,  teuere,  vel  eodem 
gaudere,  de  jure,  consaetudine,  sive  aliqno  alio  modo  ltimo,  debuerant  aut  pote- 
ronit,  possuntve,  vel  debent,  redend.  inde  annuadm  nobis  et  successoribus  nostris 
Cestriens.  epiacopia  redditum  annualem  quadragint  solidoru.  legalis  monete  Anglue 
is  testis  annunciationis  Beatae  Marin  Virginia,  et  Saacti  Michaelis  Archangeli,  per 
equates  portiones.  Proviso '  semper  quod  si  continget  p'dict.  redditu.  annualem 
quadraginta  solidoru.  aut  aliquam  inde  parceuain  a  retro  et  insolat.  fore  pr  apatiu. 
quindecim  dierum  post  aliquod  predictor,  fester,  iu  quo  solvi  debet,  ac  durant, 
termino  p'dicto  quod  extnnc  hiec  prteaens  concessit)  irrita  ait  et  nulla,  ac  bene  liceat 
mihi  p'dict  Richardo  Epo  Cestriensi,  ac  successoribus  meis,  p'dictu.  officiu.  betansro* 
nitalts  ante  dicti  in  manus  nostras  resumere,  ac  iu  pristine  statu  nostra  re  habere, 
hflc  p'senL  concessione  aut  aliqua  re  in  ead.  specificata  nulla  tenus  obstant  In  cujus 
rei  testimonium  sigillum  nostrum  episcopate  pretibus  apposuimus  datis  vicesimo 
quarto  die  mensis  Novembria,  anno  Dni  millesimo  quiogentesimo  nonagesirao 
octavo  et  nostne  translations  ad  episcopatum  Cestriens.  anno  aecundo. 

By  a  patent  dated  mdlxii.,  three  of  the  rural  otcanatts  of  the  diocese  of  Chester, 
hk.  Cheater,  Malpas,  and  Bangor,  were  conferred  on  die  vicar-general  and  official 
principal  of  the  diocese,  Robert  Leech. 

{')  Thi*  proviso  never  used  in  any  subsequent  patent. 
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5.  Patent  of  the  Office  of  Commissary  of  Richmond,  and  also  of  Steal  Srx*, 
to  Edmumd  Mainwabjnq  and  Mark,  Pickrruo,  Anno  mtjcxv. 

OMNIBUS  Christ!  fidelibus  ad  quos  hoc  pneaena  scrip  turn  perveoerit  Georgius 
permissions  Divini  Cestriensis  Episcopus  salutem  in  Domino  sempiternam.  Sciatia 
nos  praifatum  episcopum  pro  diverais  considerationibus  nos  ad  hoc  juste  movent*, 
dedisse,  concessisse,  et  hoc  present!  scripto  nostra  pro  nobis  et  successoribus  nostris 
coufirmasse,  dilecto  nobis  in  Christo  Edmundo  Mainwaring  LL.B.  et  civitatis 
Eborum  Gen.  et  Marko  Pickeringe  Artium  Bare.  Coll.  MA.  Cbristi  Univ.  Oxon. 
officinm  comissariatus  sive  ofltcialitatia  in  et  per  totum  archinatum  nostrum  Rich- 
mondice  uoii  cum  omnibus  et  singulis  OrcanatibuS  tuialfbus  infra  archinatum  predict, 
(excepto  tantiim  orcanat.  de  Amounderness)  uominatlm  becanat.  de  Richmond,  de 
Catherick,  de  Bunowbridge,  de  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  de  Kirkby  Kendall,  de  Furness,  et 
de  Copeland.  et  ipsos  Edmundum  Mainwaring  et  Marckum  Fickenug  comissarium, 
sive  comissarios,  et  otcanum  mralcm,  sive  bltanos  tuialrg,  nostri  predict,  eptscopi  ac 
successorum  nostrorum  fadmus,  ordinamus,  et  constituimtis  per  prtesentes,  ad  cognoa- 
cend.  et  procedend.  in  omnibus  et  singulis  causis,  et  negotiis,  Litibus,  et  querelis,  tarn 
matrimonialibns  dlvortii,  quam  matrimonium  tangent,  et  aliis  spiritualibns  sive 
ecclesiasdcis  causis  quibuscunque,  sive  ex  officio  mero  mixta  vel  promoto,  sive  ad 
alicujus  partis  instantiam,  partiumve  iristuntias  mot,  sen  movend.  et  ad  forum, 
cognitionem,  et  jurisdictionem  nostrain  eccliam,  ad  nos  et  successores  nostras  de 
jure  consuetudine  vel  aliis  quomodolit  spect  sive  pertinent.  Eosque  et  ea  cum  suis 
incidentibus,  em  erg-en  ribus,  dependentibus,  annex  is  et  con'nexis  quibuscunque, 
audiend.  discutiend.  examinand.  decidend.  et  fine  debito  determinand.  Necnon  de  et 
super  excessibus  et  delictis  nomiuatun  de  incettu  et  adidterxo '  et  aliis  criminibus 
quibuscunque  ad  forum  et  cognitionem  eccliam  apectant  infra  archiaatum  nostrum 
predict,  per  quoscunque  me  cUricot  et  laicos  comissis  sive  corriittendis,  inquirend.  et 
inquiri  faciend.  eosque  et  ea  sic  reperta  et  invents,  debite  corrigend.  puniend.  et 
reformand.  piruasque,  punitiones  et  prenitentias  ecclicas,  salutares  et  condign  as, 
omnibus  et  singulis  sic  delinquent! bus,  pro  eorum  commiss.  et  juxta  qualitatem 
eorumdem  imponend.  et  injungend.  Quoscunque  insuper  fructus,  decimas,  obla- 
tiones,  et  pro  vent  as,  ac  ceetera  bona  et  jura  suoditoram  nostrorum  hujusmodi  in 
casibus  de  jure  sive  consuetudine  qualitercunque  pnemiss.  sequestrand.  et  sequestrari 
mandand.  et  sequestrationis  hujusmodi,  quoties  opus  fuerit,  relazand.     Cum  quibusvis 

( ' )  These  words  are  not  in  GaureU'i  patent  of  wiuivii. 
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etiam  dkti  archiuatus  nustri  personis  matrimouium  ad  invicem  legitime  contra- 
head,  sive  contract,  nt  rnatrimonium  inter  eos,  bannis  matrimonialibus  in  eft  parte 
penitiiB  omissis,  salemnizare  et  celebrare  liberc  vateant  et  possuut,  diapenaand.  ac  eis 
licenciam  in  eft  parte  dand.  et  concedeud.  Clericos  insuper  qnoscunque  infra  archi- 
natnm  nostrum  predict,  super  quibuscunque  criminibua  coram  judicibua  secularibus 
irritit.  seu  convict,  qui  de  jure  et  secundum  consuetudinem  hujus  regni  Anglise 
gaudere  debeant,  privilegio  clericali  (ut  maris  est)  vendicand.  recipiend.  et  admittend. 
et  ad  nostras  cnrceres,  et  gaolam  epbcopalem  Cestriensem  dud,  sub  salvft  cnstodift 
faciend.  Ac'  testamenla  et  ultimas  voluntates  quommcunque  infra  diet,  archinatum 
deceden.  quorum  bona  jura  credit*  et  cattala  attingmnt  ad  sumam  quadraginL  libra- 
rum,  et  sint  supra  vel  infra,  aproband.  et  inainuaud.  quorum  approbatio  et  intinuatio 
ad  uos  et  successors  nostros  de  jure  consnetudine  sive  compositione  spectant,  aut 
spectare  debeant,  administradonesque  bonorum  jurium  creditorum  et  cattalorum 
deceden.  hujusmodi  executoritnu  in  eisdem  contends  nominal,  et  contstitutis  ac  alio- 
rum  etiam  ab  intestate  decedent  illi  vel  illis  ctti  vel  quibus  de  jure  et  statutis  hujus 
regni  Anglis  administrado  eat  commit tenda  in  forma  juris  comittend.  compntum- 
que,  cnlculum,  et  ratiocinium,  de  et  super  administratione  hujusmodi  petend.  audiend. 
et  recipiend.  approband.  et  allocand.  ac  (si  opus  fuerit)  reproband.  et  de  allocand. 
Necnon  acquietand.  et  finales  liberacones  de  administradone  hujusmodi  faciend.  et 
(xmcedend.  Eosque  executor  en  et  administratores  a  compute  calculo  et  ratiocinio 
eorundem  et  ab  officio  nostra  in  eft  parte  (salvo  jure  cujuscunque)  absolventl.  dimit- 
tend.  exorand.  et  liberand. 

Procurationea  ratione  visitationis,  et  sinodalia  ratione  ainodorum  nostrorum,  de 
tempore  in  tempus  debit,  nomine  nostro  petend.  et  exigend.  recusantes  vero  procu- 
ration es  hujusmodi  solvere  per  Idma  juris  remedia  compellend.  et  coercend.  '  Tuto 
resque  et  curatores  omnium  et  stngulornm  eorum,  qui  minori  astate  laborant,  et  per 
tetatem  se  tegere  non  poasunt  mam,  nominand.  et  constituent!,  et,  quodes  opus 
fuerit,  eosdem  mutand.  et  revocand.  computnmque,  calculum,  et  ratiocinium,  de  et 
super  tutelis  et  curationibus  hujusmodi,  faciend.  et  concedend.  talesque  tutores  et 
curatores  &  compute,  calculo,  et  ratiocinio  eorundem,  et  ab  officio  nra  in  eft  parte 
(salvo  jure  cujuscunqne)  exorand.  et  finalitcr  dimittend. 

(')  This  clauM  ii  now  first  introduced,  as  being  part  of  the  office  of  rural  Bean,  as  the 
word*  nomtnatim  dt  incettv  el  edvllsrio,  above,  were  to  deuribe  the  eommimary's  jurisdiction, 
not  belonging  to  the  rural  bran.     The  clause  Quorum  Bono,  4c,  in  omitted  in   OastreU'i 


(')  This  clause  is  not  in  any  earlier  patents. 

Dig,[,zedbyG00gIe 


378  SKjiperttr.— £ngU*jt  »onininttt. 


Deputatumque  sive  depntatoe  ad  pnemissa  omnia  et  singula  exercend.  et  perim- 
plend.  quoties  eos  rive  eonun  aliquem  Sis  imped  W  contigerit,  eisve  placuerit,  subsri- 
tuend.  deputand.  ordiuand.  et  perfieiend.  et  eorum  cuilibet  poHtatem  sic  concessam 
(si  necesse  fuerit)  debite  rerocand.  cassand.  et  annnDand.  Ctetcraque  omnia  et 
singula,  que  in  prsmissis  et  circa  ea  neceasaria  fuerint,  seu  quomodo  libet  oppor- 
tuna,  faciend.  exercend.  et  expediend.  dictis  E*.  M".  et  H*.  F*.  de  quorum  literarum 
scientia,  morum  gravitate,  conscien.  puritate,  ac  in  rebns  sollirite  gerend.  ch-cum- 
spectione  et  industrifi,  specialem  in  domino  fidudam  habemna,  vice  nostra'  tenor* 
pneaentium  plenam  poteatatem  et  auctoritatem  pro  nobis  et  successoribua  nostria 
ii""""i  concedimus,  et  confirmamus,  ac  per  prssseutes  dedimua,  &c  habend.  ten  end, 
occupand.  et  exercend.  officinm  cotnrnissariatus  Dttan.  ruralia  pnedict  at  omnia  et 
singula  pnemiaBa,  in  et  per  totum  archinatwm  pnedict  praafat.  E.  M.  et  M.  P.  con- 
junct, et  coram  cuilit,  per  ae  vel  per  sumcientem  deputat.  pro  terroino  vitarum  soar, 
natural  et  eoram  diuaus  vive.nt-  cum  omnibus  feodis,  proncnis,  et  comoditatibus 
in  proprioa  usua  convertend.  ditto  otficio  dictisquc  Qtcanatitra*  iuciden.  aive  pertuten. 
ac  prafnU>  couussario  sive  comiasariis,  bttana.  give  ortanift,  debite  spectan.  in  tan 
amplia  modo  et  forma  pront  comissarii  aive  bttxtti  infra  diet  archinatnm  nnper,  ore 
aliquis  alius  consimUis  officiariua,  habuit,  gavisus  fait,  et  exercuit,  &c  (aalvia  tan- 
turn  et  reaervatia  nobis  et  successoribua  nostris  annis  redditibua  ex  pnedictis  6«a- 
natious  exeuntibus  sedique  nostra  episcopali  debit,  eidemque  solvi  cousnet  In 
cujus  rei  testimonium  ac  in  corroborationem  prtemisaornm  aigillum  nostrum  appo- 
suimus  &c.  &c     A.D.  mdcxv. 

A  century  later,  a  like  patent  waa  granted  to  Peregrine Oustrelle  (A.D.  mdccxvii.) 
preserved  in  the  old  registry-book  of  Chester :  but  as  it  differs  from  the  above 
only  in  the  parts  pointed  out  in  the  marginal  notes,  principally  that  is,  in  abolishing 
the  earlier  limitations  laid  on  the  office,  I  have  not  copied  it. 

In  the  patent  of  the  office  of  vicar-general  and  official  principal  throughout  the 
whole  diocese  of  Chester,  to  Samuel  Peploe  IX. B.  (A.D.  mdccxlvhi.),  there  ia  a. 
particular  reservation  of  the  bran*  rural*'  rights — "  All  and  singular  the  rural  Bran* 
of  our  diocesse  aforcs*.  and  their  successors,  and  their  accustomed  rights  with  their 
appurtenances  always  saved." 
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6.  The  Estate  of  the  Bpbick  and  Deocesb  of  Chester  in  the  time  or 
R.  R.  Father  in  Qod,  John  Bkidobman,  Lord  Bp  of  Chester. 

THE  state  cf  the  ratal  Qemujit*  in  Bp  Bridgeman's  time,  begun  upon  Ai*  coming 
to  the  See,  mdcxix.  ;  but  not  Jinithed  till  after  the  patent  granted  to  Joseph 
Cradock,  m  mdcxxxvi. 
AT  the  entrance  of  Bp  Bridgeman  in  the  see  of  Chester,  because  die  ratal  hem- 
es** in  this  diocese  were  leased  out  for  lives  or  yean,  so  as  sometimes  they  came  to 
the  possession  of  unworthy  and  base  men,  and  some  of  them  to  women  (for  Middle- 
wich  bsimro  feu,  by  administration,  to  one — Kensey,  widow  of  a  serving- man,  who 
got  in  like  sort)  ;  and  Dr.  Ring,  on  whom  the  said  bp  bestowed  that  brsntji,  could 
not,  after  much  cute,  evict  her ;  till  she  was  taken  in  adultery,  on  a  Good  Friday,  in 

the inn,  in  Cheater,  and  publickly  punished  tor  it    As  also  because  tbe  sever  all 

Status  kept  no  constant  office,  and  brought  those  places  into  disesteem :  for  that  the 
Brut*  usually  put  in  mean  men  who  would  give  diem  most  yearly  rent,  and  seldom 
kept  the  records ;  so  aa  many  orphans,  when  they  came  to  age,  knew  not  how  to  And, 
or  where  to  clayme  their  dues.  Therefore  Bp  Bridgeman,  that  be  might  restore 
those  places  to  their  first  dignity,  and  erect  some  constant  office  to  which  all  persona 
might  resort  for  search  of  their  rights  by  the  records,  and  also  might  enlarge  the 
profits  or  authority  of  his  two  archdeacons  of  Richmond  and  Cheater  (who  being 
destitute  of  all  jurisdiction  are  yet  but  mere  etipendiarys  or  almsmen  to  the  bps,  who 
oftiymes  pay  them  slackly  and  perhaps  with  an  ill  will)  ;  and  lastly  for  the  benefit  of 
the  bishops  themselves  in  succession,  that  so  they  may  be  disburthened  of  that  100/. 
yearly  stipend  which  they  pay  by  the  charter  of  foundation  to  the  said  archdeacons. 
The  said  bp,  when  those  Oraiwo*  fell  into  his  hands,  reserved  them  for  tbe  said  arch- 
deacons, and,  enlarging  the  old  rents  which  those  brants*  usually  paid  to  the  bps, 
and  increasing  them  to  such  sums  (or  rather  less)  as  the  tjeanefl  used  to  sett  them  att 
to  their  deputies,  and  adding  more  btanrj>a  thereto,  whereby  those  who  exercised 
those  places  might  (besides  their  jurisdiction)  benefit  themselves  in  profit  and  gayn ; 
he  hath  united  all  the  8  rural  oranavn*  in  Cheshire  to  tbe  archdeacon  of  Chester 
upon  the  yearly  rent  of  50/.  to  the  bp  for  the  discharge  of  the  said  archdeacon's 
stipend,  as  appears  by  this  patent  thereof  registered.  And  for  the  other  60/.  yearly 
for  tbe  like  stipend  of  tbe  archdeacon  of  Richmond,  when  the  DranrjB  of  Warrington 
fell  to  his  gift  by  the  death  of  Mr.  Collayne,  and  the  tWnntjieS  of  Blackburn  and 
Leyland  fell  likewise  by  the  deaths  of  Mr.  Morrise  and  Mr.  Bennet,  he  increased  tbe 
rents  thereof  to  such  sums  (or  somewhat  less)  as  the  said  btanp  sett  them  att  to  their 
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deputies,  etz.  Warrington  btanrg  for  271.  yearly,  Leyland  fctontn  for  10/.  yearly, 
and  Blackburn  ovtttru  for  IH.  6».  8d.  yearly.  In  toto  50/.  for  die  archdeacon  of 
Richmond,  And  because  the  bps  have  few  preferm".  besides  to  bestow  upon  their 
chaplains,  he  hath  reserved  the  be anrgS  of  Manchester  and  Amoonderness  for  that 
purpose.  And  because  the  old  rent  issuing  out  of  those  oetmrjr*  to  the  bp  should 
not  be  lost,  and  so  the  bp 's  revenue  yearly  impayred,  he  hath  a  purpose  (and  doth 
entreat  his  successors  for  the  good  of  their  posterity)  that  when  the  other  Imqn  of 
Copeland,  Fumes,  Lonsdale,  Richmond,  Catherkk,  and  Borrowbridge,  fall  voyd, 
their  rents  may  be  increased  to  the  sum  of  361.,  and  so  (he  ancient  revenue  may  be 
continued,  and  the  100L  to  the  archdeacons  clearly  saved :  yet,  for  the  present,'  he 
was  uoastrayned  to  grant  them  in  patent  (or  rather  only  to  exchange  the  name  of 
the  patentee)  to  Mr.  Joseph  Cradock  only  pr  vita,  who  is  now  commissary  of  Rich- 
mond, upon  Dr.  Mainwaring's  resignation  -of  his  patent,  who  had  the  said  commi- 
saryship  and  the  said  Otanrs*  in  patent  before  his  time  for  two  lives ;  vk.  for  his 
own  aad  Mark  Pickering's  life  (see  fol.  256  of  this  hook),  so  as  now  there  is  only 
one  life  in  the  said  Iwantp*,  whereas  usually  there  was  two  lives  before. 


7,    RsilOfiBTBilHCB  OP  TBI  ScJRI  AND  ffi%Spt*t  0>  CtTBSTER  TODCfllKO  K«tal  MtHW' 
RlOHTS,  AMD  TUB  BlSBOPS  AnsWIB — A. D,  HDCIAII. 

TO  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God,  George,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester. 
Our  very  good  Lord, 
We,  the  Dtan  and  chapter  of  Chester  aforesaid,  being  assembled  in  our  chapter- 
house, have,  this  eleventh  day  of  October,  received  a  patent  or  grant,  under  your 
Lordship's  episcop.  seal,  dated  sixteenth  August  mocmii.,  granted  onto  Ralph 
Morgell,  Jerva.ce  Fuller,  and  John  Tibbols,  gent.,  during  their  lives  and  the  life  of 
the  longest  liver  of  them,  of  the  office  of  the  print-1,  registrar  and  scribe  in  tile  diocese 
of  Chester  afores*.  together  with  all  the  flees,  profits  and  emoluments  whatsoever, 
belonging  to  the  same,  only  excepting  and  reserving;  the  rights  and  profits  which  by 
law  and  custom  do  belong  to  the  register  or  reg*.  of  all  and  every  the  respective 
rural  TjmdJ  of  die  raid  diocese — humbly  conceiving  mat  by  the  words  towards  the 
close  of  the  said  patent,  viz.  ("  Juribos  et  emolumcntis  registrariorum  et  actorum 
Bcribarum  omnium  et  singulomm  brtanaranm  rural,  dicec.  Cestrien.  pro  tempore 
existen.  in  singulis  negotiis  per  Betsnoa  rurale*  et  scrib.  sive  registrarios  prsed.  de 
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jure  ct  consuetudine  cxpeditisvel  eipediendis  infra  die tos  OffHtatHS"  semper  salvia" — ) 
there  is  not  a  sufficient  provision  made  for  the  right  of  the  registers  of  the  Dtawfl 
ratal  by  patents  already  granted  by  your  I»rdship's  predecessors,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted  by  your  Lordship  or  your  successors,  bishops  of  Cheater,  or  the  respective 
Deans  of  the  iuid  ratal  btantn*;  and  unless  your  Lordship  be  pleased  to  declare  to 
us,  m  writing,  which  we  may  enter  upon  record  in  onr  chapter-book  for  the  inform*- 
tion  of  succesaon,  what  rights,  liberties,  and  priviledgea,  your  Lordship  doth  intend 
unto  the  said  registers  of  all  and  every  the  said  respective  ratal  Of  aiu$a,  and  what 
limits  and  bounds  your  Lordship  doth  intend  to  put  upon  the  said  R.ML,  J.F.  and 
J.  T.  so  that  there  be  no  future  interfering  between  ale  officers  of  the  said  distinct 
registers,  we  cannot  in  prudence  confirm  the  said  patent,  as  foreseeing  the  principal 
registers  aforesaid  (under  pretence  of  we  know  not  what  concurrent  jurisdiction  they 
already  begin  to  talk  of)  will  daily  be  invading  the  rights  and  profits  of  the  said 
ratal  Bran*'  register*,  by  which  the  said  ratal  beans  will  be  disabled  from  paying  the 
pensions  of  the  archdeacons,  which  by  yonr  Lordap".  discourse  unto  ns  yesterday 
seemed  to  be  yonr  intent  and  purpose,  as  it  was  the  practice  of  your  prjedecemow, 
Bp  Ferae,  Bp  Walton,  and  Bp  Bridgeman,  who  thereby  eased  the  bishoprick  of 
Chester  lOOf.  per  annum — which,  by  reason  of  some  trespasses  already  made  in  that 
kind,  the  Deans  rural  profess  they  will  fling  up  their  patents,  unless  they  may  be 
secured  hereafter  from  the  like  invasions.  We  have  therefore,  by  joint  consent,  sent 
this  bearer.  Prebend  Charles  Duckworth,  to  bring  unto  us  yonr  Lordship's  Declara- 
tion and  Resolution  in  the  premises,  which  we  desire  with  all  speed. 

My  Lord,  yonr  lordship's  most  affectionate  friend,  and  humble  servant. 

Hen.  Bridged  an,  Stan. 

The  Answm,  on  Declaration  of  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  Goo, 
George,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  to  thb  aforesaid  Letter. 

JKr.  9<aa, 

I  received  your  letter;  and  am  already  sensible,  by  the  many  complaints  made 
unto  me  by  the  ratal  Dean*,  that  there  have  been  irregular  invasions  of  their  rights, 
profits,  and  liberties :  but  Dr.  Wainwrigfat,  my  chancellor,  came  on  Saturday  last 
before  me,  and  declared,  and  promised  in  the  presence  of  many  witnesses,  that  he 
would  not  at  any  time  hereafter  intermeddle  with  the  jurisdiction  of  any  the  ratal 
beans'  of  the  diocese  of  Chester,  or  prove  or  take  conusance  of  any  will  or  wills  not 
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exceeding  in  true  value  40/.  So  that  I  conceive  the  jurisdiction  of  the  nmil  Max* 
will  be  distinct  and  secure  from  further  invasion  i  yet,  that  I  may  answer  yours,  I  have 
thought  lit  to  declare,  that  in  the  grant  of  my  patent  of  the  principal  registry,  dated 
the  sixteenth  of  August  mdceiii.,  to  Ralph  Morgell,  Jervace  Fuller,  a*d  John 
Tibbols,  gent.,  it  was  never  my  intent  to  injure  the  bprick  by  infringing  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  SKtal  tW*M;  nor  is  my  meaning,  that  the  said  principal  register*  aforesaid 
should  intermeddle  with,  use,  or  exercise  the  office  of  register,  scribe  or  actuary 
belonging  to  any  the  DMM  rural  within  the  said  diocese  of  Chaster,  or  receive, 
demand,  or  lay  claim  to  any  fees  or  profits  arising  from  the  probate  of  any  will  or 
wills  or  Ires  of  administration,  tuition,  curature,  compute,  or  quietus  est,  the  inventory 
not-exceeding  the  sum  of  4W.  or  of  the  each  of  them,  nor  intermeddle  with  the  ordi- 
nary swearing  of  churchwardens,  receiving  any  presentments,  or  doe  any  other  act  or 
acta  to  the  prejudice  of  the  said  weal  bean*  or  any  of  their  registers.  Having:  signi- 
fied unto  you  my  sense  in  Una  matter, 

I  rest  your  loving  friend, 
Oct.  13,  1663.  Geo.  Cestribn. 

I  desire  yna  will  cotnunicatc  this  unto  your  {banter. 


S.   PiTKNT  OF  THE  OfFICB  OF  COMMISSARY  AND  ftural  Stan 

to  John  Moboan,  B.D.,  A.D.  hdccliii. 

TO  all  Christian  people  to  'whom  these  presents  shall  come,  Edmund,  by  Divine 
permission,  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  sendeth  greeting  in  the  Lord  everlasting — 

Know  ye,  that  we  the  said  bishop,  for  divers  good  and  lawfull  causes  and  conn- 
derations  us  hereunto  justly  moving,  have  given  and  granted,  and  by-  this  our  present 
writing  for  ourselves  and  successors  confirmed  unto  our  beloved  in  Christ,  the 
Reverend  John  Morgan,  B.D.,  the  office  of  commissary  or  official  in  and  throughout 
our  whole  archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  together  with  the  rural  Qtanrg*  within  the 
said  archdeaconry ;  vk.  the  otanru  of  Richmond,  Bunoughhridge,  iliumimUiiiuw. 
Kirkby,  Kendale,  Kirkby  Lonsdale,  Fumes*,  Copeland,  and  Cetherick,  and  do  make, 
ordain,  and  constitute  him,  the  said  J.  M.,.couUjeary>  or  official  of  us  the  said  bishop 
and  our  successors  by  these  presents,  and  do  give  unto  the  same  John  Morgan  the 
office  tif  ratal  D»K<  in  the  btaitBf*  aforesaid  by  these  presents,  and  to  take  cognisance 
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of  ud  proceed  in,  all  sad  singular  cauaes,  controversies  and  complaiats,  as  well 
matrimonial  of  divorce  as  touching  matrimony,  and  other  spiritnal  and  ecclesiastical 
hsrin  tanas  whatsoever,  whether  of  mere  office,  mint  or  promoted,  or  to  be  promoted 
M  the  instance  or  instances  of  a  party  or  parlies,  and  belonging-  or  appertaining  Mi 
our  ecclesiastical  court,  cognizance,  or  jurisdiction,  or  to  on  and  out  successors  by 
law,  custom,  or  otherwise  howsoever,  and  them  with  their  emergent^  jnridents, 
dependents,  annexed  and  eonneacd  whatsoever,  to  bear,  examine,  and  discuss,  deride, 
and  by  a  due  end  determine.  Also  to  inquire,  or  caose  inquiry  to  be  made,  of  aB 
crimes,  excesses,  and  offences  whatsoever,  belonging  to  the  ecclesiastical  court  and 
cognizance  within  our  archdeaconry  aforesaid,  by  whomsoever,  whether  clergymen 
or  laymen,  committed  or-  to  be  committed,  and  them  so  found  out  and  detected  duly 
to  correct,  puxnsh,  and  reform,  and  for' and  according  to  the  quality  of  their  odirnces 
to  impose,  inflict  upon,  and  enjoyn  them  and  every  of  them,  salutary  and  suitable 
ecclesiastical  pains  and  punishments.  Moreover,  in  eases  by  law  or  custom;  howso- 
ever permitted  to  sequester,  and  order  to  be  sequestered,  the  fruits,  tythes,  oblations) 
and  profits,  and  other  goods  and  rights  of  such  of  subjects  aforesaid,  and  bo  relax 
such  sequestrations  as  often  as  need  shall  be.  Also  to  dispense  with  persona-  of  our 
said  archdeaconry  lawfully  contracting  matrimony  together,  or  contracted,  that  they 
may  freely  solemnize,  caose,  and  obtain  matrimony  between  them,  the  banns  of 
matrimony  in  that  behalf  wholly  omitted.  And  to  give  them.  licem*s  in  that  behalf 
according  to  the  canons.  To  approve  and  insinuate  the  testaments  and  last  wills  of 
decedents  whomsoever  vrithhi  our  said  archdeaconry  of  Richmond  (the  approbation 
and  insinuation  whereof  ought  by  law,  custom,  or  composition,  to  belong  to  us  and 
our  successors),  and  to  admit  the  administration  of  the  goods,  rights,  credits,. and 
chattels  of  such  decedents,  to  the  executors  in  the  said  testaments  named  and  consti- 
tuted. And  also  of  others  dying  intestate,  to  such  to  whom,  by  law,  or  by  the  statutes' 
of  this  realm  of  Great  Britain,  administration  is  to  be  committed.  To  require,  receive, 
admit,  and  allow,  and  (if  need  be)  reprove,  and  disallow  an  account  or  reckoning  of 
and  upon  such  administration.  And  to  make  and  grant  acquittances  and  final 
discharges  of  and  upon  such  administration,  and  absolve,  dismiss,  exonerate,  and  free 
mem,  the  executors  and  administrators,  from  the  accounts  and  reckonings  of  them, 
and  from  our  office  in  that  behalfi  the  right  of.  every  person  being  saved.  And  to 
ask  for  in  our  name  and  demand  the  procurations  from  time  to  time  due,  by  reason 
of  our  visitation,  and  the  synodals  by  reason  of  our  synods,  and  to  compel  and  oblige, 
by  due  means  of  law,  them  who  refuse  to  pay  such-  procurations  and  synodals.  And 
to  name  and  constitute  tutors,  and- curators-  or  guardian*,  of  all  and  singular  who 
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labour  in  minority,  and  by  reason  of  their  age  cannot  govern  themselves.  And,  as 
need  shall  be,  to  change  and  revoke  them.  And  to  require,  receive,  and  allow,  and 
(if  need  be)  reprove  and  disallow ,  an  account  or  reckoning  of  and  upon  such  tutor- 
ship  and  guardianship,  and  to  make  and  grant  acquittances,  and  final  discharge*  of 
and  upon  such  guardianships,  and  absolve,  dismiss,  exonerate  and  free  them  the 
tutors,  curators,  or  guardians,  from  the  accounts  and  reckonings  of  the  same,  and 
from  our  office  in  that  behalf,  the  right  of  every  person  saved.  And  to  substitute  and 
depute,  ordain  and  make  a  deputy  or  deputies  to  exercise  and  perform  all  and  sin- 
gular the  premises,  as  often  as  it  shall  happen  that  he  shall  be  otherwise  hindred,  or 
it  shall  please  him.  And  duly  to  revoke,  make  void,  and  annull  the  power  so  given 
to  every  of  them,  if  it  shall  be  necessary.  And  to  do,  exercise,  and  expedite  all  and 
singular  things  that  shall  be  necessary,  or  in  anywise  convenient  in  the  premises  or 
about  them. 

We  in  our  stead,  by  the  teuour  of  these  presents,  for  us  and  our  successors,  have 
given,  granted,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  do  give,  grunt,  and  confirm, 
nnto  the  said  J.  M.  (in  whose  learning,  morals,  uprightness,  diligence,  and  care  in 
business,  we  have  special  confidence)  full  power  and  authority,  to  have,  hold,  occupy, 
and  exercise,  the  office  of  commissary  and  ratal  Dean  aforesaid,  and  all  and  singular 
the  premisses  in  and  throughout  the  whole  archdeaconry  of  Richmond,  to  the  same 
J.  M.,  by  himself,  or  lawfull  deputy  or  deputies,  for  the  term  of  his  natural  life,  with 
all  and  singular  fees,  profits,  and  commodities,  belonging  or  incident  to  the  said 
office,  and  to  the  said  bcanrntf,  and  due  and  belonging  to  the  said  commissary  or 
official  and  bran,  and  in  as  ample  manner  and  form  as  the  commissaries  or  btaw 
within  the  said  archdeaconry  have  had,  enjoyed,  and  exercised,  or  ought  to  have, 
enjoy,  and  exercise  the  same  (the  annual  rents  issuing  out  of  the  aforesaid  btntruK, 
and  due  to  our  episcopal  see,  and  wont  to  be  paid  to  the  same,  to  us  and  our  suc- 
cessors only  saved  and  reserved),  &c. 

In  testimony  whereof,  &c.  Ac. Dated  Oct  1,  1753. 


SECT.  XL— Vfoffft  of  0faitfae*trr. 

THE  diocese  of  Chichester  contains  the  whole  county  of  Sussex,  excepting 
twenty-two  parishes,  which  are  peculiars  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury.  It  con- 
sists of  two  archdeaconries;   we.  Chichester  and  Lewes.      The  former  of  which 
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i  the  otanrtrs  of  Arandell,  Borgrnve,  Chichester,  Midhuxst,  Storington, 
Pagham,  and  Terring — (the  two  latter  being  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Canterbury, 
though  locally  situate  in  the  diocese  of  Chichester).  The  archdeaconry  of  Lewes 
contains  the  Oeantft*  of  Dallington,  Hastinges,  Lewes,  Pevenaey,  and  South-Mailing 
— (the  latter  being  in  the  jurisdiction  of  Canterbury). 

Bean*  mva(  appear,  for  the  first  time,  within  the  limits  of  the  diocese  of  Chichester, 
ia  the  Synodal  Statute*  of  Bishop  Richard  de  la  Wich  (J.D.  mccxlvi).  See 
CC.  M.  B.et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  690.  But  the  notice  of  them  there  is  such,  that  it  is 
evident  they  were  of  earner  institution  in  the  diocese.  They  are,  probably,  alluded 
to  in  the  canon — De  archidiaconi*  et  aUu — under  the  generic  title  of  Decant :  aud  in 
the  following  one — Ne  iMgniiatet  dmittantur  ad  jin/iam—they  are  specifically 
named  under  that  of  Decani  rata  Its,  The  bishop  interdicts  them  from  the  cognizance 
of  matrimonial  and  other  causes  "  qua  majorum  judicata  reqttirunt.  examen ; "  and, 
in  the  conclusion  of  the  canon,  he  particularly  reserves  to  himself  the  appointment 
and  release  of  titans  ratal — "  ItutUtttionem  et  restitutionan  rjexatiorum  ruraUum, 
ticut  hacteniu  oblentum  fuerai,  disposition*  nostra  tpedalitir  reieroamut."  From 
which  it  is  clear  that  they  previously  existed  in  the  diocese. 

A  second  notice  of  them  occurs  in  the  letter  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the 
bishop  of  Chichester  (A.D.  mcclixxv.),  De  '  bajiUaiionc  crucit  Arckiepitcopi  Ehnra- 
eeiuu,  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  11.  p.  1 19) ; — wherein  the  primate  commands  William 
de  Cruceroys,  official  to  the  said  bishop,  to  prevent  the  intrusive  ceremony  within  the 
province  of  Canterbury — faithfully  informing  the  bean*  rural  and  others  of  their 
metropolitan's  mandate,  and  enjoining  immediate  attention  to  it,  on  pain  of  his 


A  few  years  earlier,  a  Monition,  addressed  to  a  rural  Dean  of  Pageham  by  the  arch- 
bishop of  Canterbury  appears  in  Gibson's  Appendix,  and  is  here  annexed.  And  a 
little  later,  Otantf  are  again  mentioned  in  the  Synodal  Conttitutioiu  of  Bishop  Gilbert 
(A.D.  mcclxxxix.)  :  see  CC.M.B.etH.  Vol.  u.  p.  170. 

I  find  no  more  of  the  rurf-Dttanal  office  in  the  diocese  of  Chichester  till  the  Valor 
Ecc'.esiaificus  Henrici  VIII. — in  which,  under  Dioc'.  Cicestren'.  Com'.  Sussex'. — 
Bttaitat'  de  Hastyngya — we  meet  with  Ricus  Brokyaby  cli/nu  tticanufl  ihm  ■■  and 


(')  At  the  synod  of  Westminster  {A.D.  mclxxv.)  Roger,  archbishop  of  York,  seat  proxies 
to  claim  the  privilege  of  carrying  the  crow  iu  the  province  of  Canterbury.  See  Collier'! 
Eoelti.  Hhi.  B.  iv.  p.  388.  The  archbishop  of  York,  as  primate  of  England,  considered  him- 
self entitled  to  carry  the  cross  throughout  the  kingdom.  See  Beveregii  C.  C.  B.  P.  cap.  v. 
De  Metropolitans,  p.  246. 

VOL.  II.  C  C 


386  SSpptnDlp.-  «BB«#il  Boramtot*.  [Part  II. 

under  Btcanat,'  de  Pagham,  anunal  procurations  are  mid  to  be  paid  to  the  twan  of 
Pagham.     See  Valor  Ecoks.  Vol.  i.  p.  31 1.  and  344. 

During  the  primacy  of  Matthew  Parker,  about  thirty  yean  afterwards,  a  Commit- 
(ion  was  directed  to  the  bean  ratal  of  Hastings  (A.D.  mdlxyhi.)  to  collect  synodal* 
through  his  tieanrj,  the  see  of  Chichester  being  vacant  See  0lf.  ftbfe.  Parochial 
Antiquities,  VoL  n.  p.  361,  note. 

The  Commuiio  pro  visitatione  parochiaU,  issued  by  the  bishop  of  Chichester  {A.D. 
mdclxiivi.),  was  not  addressed  to  Dure*  rural,  but  to  ordinary  clergymen  (two  pres- 
byters) of  the  diocese.     See  Gibson's  Cod.  I.  E.  A.  Appendix,  p.  1550.  xviiL 

The  office,  I  am  informed,  at  present  exists  under  Bishop  Maltby  (A.D. 
mdccczxxiv.)  :  but,  not  having  received  any  reply  to  my  inquiries  on  the  subject 
(the  learned  prelate,  probably,  having  nothing  of  importance  to  communicate), 
I  have  only  hearsay  to  allege  in  support  of  their  present  existence  in  the  diocese. 

ftfoMTio  sl-pbb  Processions  ad  Ecclesiam  Matbjcbm  in  Hebdomada  Penticostbs.' 

FaATBK  Robertus  permissions  divinS  Cantuariensis  arcMepiscopus,  totius  Angliie 
primas,  dilectis  filiis  ttttano  de  Pageham,  rectoribus,  vieariia,  capellanis,  et  universia 
per  bnanatum  de  Pageham  constitute,  aalutem  eternam  in  Christo. 

Cum  in  tinguU*  loci*  nostra  provincia,  tt  aim  plerisque,  h  Christi  JidtUbu*  in. 
Ebdomadd  Pentecost?,  ex  antiqud  et  approbatd  contueludine,  processio  fori  consue- 
verit,  vt  vo*,dilectijUii,  CatAolicee  cotnmunionis  participei  videam.'  vobi*  mandamus, 
quatinus  vos,  Secant,  rectores,  vicarii,  et  capcUani,  cum  elero  et  populo  vobis  com- 
misso,  ecclesiatn  matricem  de  Pagekam  aliquo  die  oerto,  in  EdomadA  Pentecost',  ad 
hoc  per  vos  statuend'.  cum  processions  tolempni  et  devoid,  juxta  dalam  vobis  gratiam, 
singulis  annis  humiliter  visitetis.  Ad  kujus  autem  solempnitatis  dcootionem  ir.du.la 
vos  inientio  sollicitet,  ut  tarn  vobis,  quam  credito  vobis  ffregi,  precmium  proinde  ex 
alto  prooeniat,  vesiraque  diiigentia  uberibut  in  Domino  laudiinu  se  offerat  atiol- 
iendam. 

Datum  apud  Lam/nth,  quarto  Non'.  JunU,  Anno  Domini  Millesimo  cc°lx.&°. 
octavo,  consecrafionis  nostra  sexto.  See  Gibson's  Cod.  I.  E.  A.  Appendix,  Vol.  n. 
p.  1447. 

(■)  The  above  MoniHon  appertains  rather  to  the  diocese  of  Canterbury  than  to  that  of 
Chichester.  Pagham  ia  under  the  peculiar  jurisdiction  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury. 
And  the  tame  muat  be  said  of  the  following  Fatsnt  of  the  Brtl  of  South-Mailing,  Pagham, 
and  Tarring.  These  OSSHtUS  are  not,  strictly  speaking,  ratal  OtanriM,  but  peculiar  juris- 
dictions, under  btCBHal  government,  subordinate  to  the  archbishop. 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


Sect.  XI.]  Vfoctft  of  «hith«Ut. 


The  surreptitious  Patent  of  Da.  Baictas,  as  Bian  of  South- Malm  no,  Paoham, 
and  Terrino,  (in  thr  County  of  Sussex  and  Diocese  of  Chichester)— 

SUBJECT  TO   THE  PECULIAR    JURISDICTION  OF  THE  AllCHDISHOP  OF  CaNTERBUBT. 

A.D.  MDCXCY. 

THOMAS  procidentia  divina  Cantuarieiuis  archiepus,  totius  Anglue  prima*  et 
metropdnut,  dilecto  nobis  in  Christo  Thorns  Briggs  legum  doctor!,  reverendi  in 
Chriito  patris  et  Domini  Domini  Roberti  permissione  divina  Gceatren  episcopi 
ricurio  in  spiritualibus  generali,  salutem  «t  grmtiam  de  tun  sani  doctrinS,  conscientis: 
puritate,  fidelitate,  rircumspectionis  industria,  et  provida  in  rebus  gerendis  dexteri- 
tate,  plnrimnm  freti,  te  Decannm  et  comrium  nram  in  et  per  respective  bManaf  de 
Southmnlling,  Pagtuun,  et  Terring,  et  ecclite  nne  Catbis  et  Metropocne  Christ!  Cant' 
juriaiuH  imediate  prefecimus,  constituimus,  et  deputamns  per  presentee ;  ad  visitand 
igitnr  ecctias  et  capellas  omnes  et  singulas  clenunqiw  et  populnm  per  bctanatttm 
pred  prout  ab  antiquo  usitat'  fuarit,  ac  procnrationes  debitas  recipiend  ;  necnon  ad 
inquirend  sen  inquiri  faciend  de  et  sup  qnorumcunque  sabdit'  Of  tana  l"  pred  crimiai- 
bus,  eKcessibus,  et  delictis  quibuscunque  hactenus  commiasis,  vel  imposterum  com- 
mittendis,  quorum  cognitio,  correctio,  et  punitio  ad  nos  et  forum  ecclicum  de  jur. 
vel  consnetndine,  ant  hnjos  regni  Angliss  legibus  et  statutis  (citra  tamen  offensam 
legum  et  stntutorum  hujus  regni  Anglite)  poterint  perbnere,  ipsosqne  et  ea  debite 
corigend  puniend  et  reformand,  ac  etiam  ad  cognoscend  procedend  statuend  et 
defmirad  in  omnibus  et  singulis  causis  et  negotijs  ecclesiasticis  quibuscunque  in 
dictomm  occanaf  jurisnibus  tarn  ex  officio  mero  mixto  vel  promote  qnam  ad  qua- 
rumcnnqne  partium  instantias  rive  promotionea,  hactenus  mods  inchoatis  et  inten. 
tatis  nut  imposteram  moveadis  et  intentandis,  easqoe  et  ea  cum  suis  inciden  emergen 
depeuden  annex  et  connex  quibuscunque  audiend  discutiend  ac  quatenus  leges  et 
statuta  hujus  regni  Anglise  permittant,  et  non  aliter  neque  alio  modo  ;  citra  tamen 
offensam  eorundem  finiend  et  terminand ;  testamenta  insuper  et  ultimas  voluntates 
qnornmcunque  infrn  occanaf  pred  ab  bile  luce  (Domino  jubente)  migrantium  et  dece- 
dentium  innnaand  et  approband;  adnesqne  bonorum  quorumcunque  teetantium 
hujusmodi  aive  abintestate-  sive  per  viam  intestati  deceden,  executor ib us  in  hujusmodi 
testamentis  noratis,  aut  illi  sive  illis  cui  sen  qnibus  ac  jure  sen  consnetndine  aut 
hujus  regni  Angliffi  statutis  commitd  de  beaut,  in  debitfi  juris  forma  concedendi  et 
comittendi  et  computu  calculu  aive  ratiociniu  executonun  nre  administratorutu 
hujusmodi  recipiend  audiend  examinand  et  admittend,  ac  computa  hujusmodi  ab 
omni  ulterior!  compute  calculo  nve  ratiocinio  in  hsc  parte  reddend,  prout  juris  fuerit 
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et  teqoitatis  absotvend  et  fiimlr  dimitlend  alium  insnper  sen  alios  in  premissis  et 
eorum  quolibet  loco  tuo  substituend,  eumque  et  eos  quoties  et  quando  tibi  videbitur 
expedire  revocand,  necnou  omnia  et  singula  alia  ad  officium  comissarij  hujusttiodi 
et  exercltium  jurisnis  ecclica  dictorum  becanat'  spectan  et  pertinen  et  que  in  pra> 
misois  sen  circa  necesBSria  fiierint  sen  quolet  opportuna  (citra  tamen  offensam  legum 
et  statnt'  hujua  regni  Anglim  et  non  aliter  neque  alio  modo  faciend  exercend  et 
expedient!  juxta  constitutiones  eeclicas  regis  authoritate  anno  Domini  hdciv.  edit* 
et  promulgat',  ad  quorum  canonum  et  institutionum  observationeni  in  omnibus  per 
te  agend  et  obserrand  K  tenore  pnesentium  in  omnibus  per  te  agend  et  observand 
subpesnis  in  eisdem  expresds  astringimus;  tibi  cum  cnjnslibet  coertionis  canonici 
exequendi  qua?  in  hac  parte  decreveris  potestate  vices  nras  committimus  ad  nostrum 
bene  pladtum  tantummodo  dnratur;  et  quoniam  nostri  est  pro  offieij  nostri  pasto- 
ralia  debito  vigilanler  prospicere  ut  boni  fideks  digni  et  idonei  operarij  in  vineani 
Domini  mittantur,  personalem  examinationem,  approbation  m,  ad  mission  em,  insti- 
tionera,  et  induciionem  quommcnnque  clericornm  ad  qiuecnnqne  beneficia  ecclesi- 
astica  be  tana  t'  pred  nobis  aut  vkario  nostro  in  spirituatibus  generali  et  offiriuli 
principal)  apeoali  reservamus  (presentibns  Uteris  nostris  comissionaubas  ant  aliqno 
in  eisd  contends  in  contra?  facien  non  obstan).  Et  preterea  volumns  quod  de  cum-  . 
moditatibns,  proncnis,  et  emolument's  quibuscunque  prorenien  verum  plenum  et 
ftdele  compntum  vicario  nostro  in  spiritualibus  geueruli  juste  reddas  seu  reddi  facias, 
assumpto  tibi  dilecto  nobis  in  Christo  Radulpho  Snow  armigero  registrario  nostra 
principali  vel  ejus  in  hac  parte  deputato  sen  depntand  in  actornm  tuornm  scribt 
durante  hac  nostri  comissione ;  In  cujus  rei  testimonium  sigillnm  viearij  nostri  in 
spirituulibus  generalis  presentibns  apponi  racimus.  Dat'  nndecimo  die  menses  Jumij 
anno  Domini  millesimn  sexcentesimo  nonagesmo  quinto  nostrssque  translationis 
anno  prima. 

Radulphdb  Snow,  Reg"".  ' 


( ')  This  curious  document,  which,  as  I  hare  said  in  a  previous  note,  belong*  rather  to  the 
diocese  of  Canterbury  than  to  that  of  Chichester,  is  extracted  from  a  011.  book  in  the 
Lambeth  Library— endorsed,  "  Winllor&ica  sUmbettinna,  No.  711."— ffoJlJ  tP&txUttn,  in 
folio  No.  9. 
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sect,  xn.— stems*  of  nag. 

THE  diocese  of  Ely  contains  all  Cambridgeshire  and  the  Isle  of  Ely  (excepting; 
Iselbam,  which  belongs  to  the  see  of  Rochester,  and  fifteen  other  parishes,  which 
appertain  to  the  diocese  of  Norwich),  and  the  parish  of  Emneih  in  the  county  of 
Norfolk '.  Within  this  jurisdiction  no  published  records  present  any  traces  of  Beans 
rural  having  ever  existed.  The  c-ermtirs  subject  to  the  archdeacon  of  Ely  are, 
Barton,  Bourne  alias  Knap  well,  Cambridge,  Camps  alias  Wilbraham,  Chesterton, 
Ely,  Shengay,  and  Wisbech. 

Of  present  usages  I  can  give  no  account;  having  received  no  reply  to  my  inquiries 
from  those  capable  of  satisfying  them.  I  cannot  say  positively  that  Scant  rural  exist 
not ;  but  it  is  probable  the  limited  extent  of  the  diocese  renders  their  appointment 
unnecessary. 


SECT.  XIH.-Wome  of  fetter. 

THE  diocese  of  Exeter  comprises  the  counties  of  Devon  and  Cornwall;  and  is 
divided  into  four  archdeaconries ;  viz.  Exeter,  Totnets,  Barnstaple,  and  Cornwall 
The  archdeaconry  of  Exeter  contains  the  bennrirs  of  Aylisbeare,  Cadbury,  Exeter, 
DunkeeweD,  Dunaford,  Honiton,  Kenne,  Plymtree.  and  Tiverton.  The  archdeaconry 
of  Totaess  includes  the  Otanrus  of  Holswortby,  Ipplepen,  Morton,  Okehampton, 
Plympton,  Taroerton,  Tavistock,  Totton,  and  Woodleigh.  The  archdeaconry  of 
Barnstaple  comprises  the  OfOUi**  of  Barnstaple,  Chumleigh,  Hertland,  Shir  well, 
Southmolton,  and  Torrington.  And  the  archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  those  of  East, 
Kerierx,  Fenwithe,  Powdre,  Pydre,  Trigge  Major,  Trigge  Minor,  and  West  In  our 
earlier  pages,  many  items  of  xuti -Dtranal  service  have  been  adduced  from  the  coun- 
cils of  this  see.  Beans  rural  appear  therein,  for  the  first  time,  during  the  episcopate 
of  Peter  Quivil  {A.D.  ucclxuvu.),  under  the  title  of  locortmt  orbfuaiii — (CC.  M.  B. 
et  H.  Vol.  ii.  p.  158.)    They  are  not  mentioned  in  either  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Vaiors. 


(')  It  is  proposed  by  the  Church  Conm'aiiimsTi  (A.D.  HDCCCXTXV.)  that  the  diocese  of 
Ely  shall  be  increased  by  the  conntie*  of  Huntingdon  and  Bedford,  now  in  the  diocese  of 
Lincoln — by  the  DMHrtfi  of  Lynn  sod  Fincham,  in  the  county  of  Norfolk,  end  diocese  of 
Norwich — end  by  the  archdeaconry  of  Sudbury,  in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  and  diocete  of  Nor- 
wich, with  the  exception  of  the  braariM  of  Sudbury,  Stow,  and  Hsrtiimere,  which  will 
remain  in  the  latter  diocese. 
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The  office  w  imd  to  have  been  kept  up  in  the  diocese  ah  antiquo;  but  I  have  no 
direct  evidence  to  adduce  of  its  existence,  from  the  date  above  alluded  to,  till  the 
reign  of  Queen  Anne ;  when  it  seems  to  have  been  in  a  flourishing  condition,  under 
the  auspices  of  Bishop  Trelawuey.  The  usages  of  that  period  (scarce  differing,  in 
any  essential  point,  from  those  of  modern  days)  are  supplied  by  Dr.  Atterbury,  in  hia 
annexed  Addrat  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Archdeaconry  of  Totnen  (A.D.  mdccvhi.). 

In  the  year  mdccxii.  the  office  still  existed ;  and  Bishop  Keppel  is  reported  to 
have  interested  himself  in  making  it  more  efficient,  about  the  year  mdoclxi.  At  the 
present  time,  a  Comrmttion  annually  issues  (the  archdeacon  of  Barnstaple  informs 
me)  from  the  chancellor,  in  the  bishop's  name,  to  the  archdeacons  of  the  different 
archdeaconries,  empowering  them  to  swear  such  persons  as  the  clergy  of  the  several 
btantlrt  elect  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  btanfi  rural.  The  election  was  heretofore  annual, 
subsequently  biennial,  and  is  now,  by  particular  desire  of  Bishop  Philpotts,  triennial. 

The  attached  documents,  kindly  supplied  by  the  Rev.  John  Wallis  of  Bodmin,  will 
speak  for  themselves  as  to  the  usages  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Cornwall  in  detail. 
The  same  mandate  and  oath  are  used  in  the  other  archdeaconries — mulati* 
mutandii. 

Bishop  Atterbury's  summary  of  the  history  and  duties  of  brans  rural  in  general, 
and  of  the  diocese  of  Exeter  in  particular,  I  have  censed  to  be  reprinted  entire ; 
though  the  most  important  parts  of  it  have  been  enrolled  in  the  body  of  the  preceding' 
work.  It  is,  without  doubt,  the  best  epitome  of  the  office  anywhere  extant — with 
the  single  exception  of  Bishop  Kennett's,  in  Ins  Parochial  AntiquiHe*. 


1.  Spebch  op  Dm.  Attekbuuy  to  the  Clkuot  or  tub  Archdeaconry  op  Totness, 

A.D.  HD00V1II.,  RESPECT  IWO  THE  OfFICB  OP  B(M  KVCeI. 

REVEREND  BRETHREN, 

MY  present  design  is,  to  speak  to  you  concerning  that  very  antient  and  useful 
office  of  oran  rural ;  an  office  which  hath  formerly  contributed  much  to  support  and 
enliven  the  discipline  of  the  church ;  and  might  be  of  equal  use  still,  if  the  powers 
heretofore  annexed  to  it  were  duly  revived  and  executed.  However,  even  upon  the 
foot  it  now  stands,  especially  in  this  diocese,  it  is  of  great  service,  when  discharged 
with  a  conscientious  care  and  fidelity.  And  therefore  pity  it  is,  that  either  any 
disorder  should  happen  in  the  manner  of  choosing  such  officers,  or  any  neglect  in 
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exerting  those  powers,  which  do  still,  both  by  law  and  custom,  belong  to  them ; 
because  each  of  these  hath  a  manifest  tendency  towards  unking  the  office  yet  lower 
than  it  is  already  rank,  and  bringing  it  at  last  altogether  into  disrepute  and  disuse  ; 
which  it  shall  be  my  business,  to  whom  it  immediately  belongs ;  as  I  doubt  not  but  it 
will  be  the  endeavour  of  oar  common  Superior  (with  whom  God  has  blessed  us),  by 
all  proper  and  effectual  methods  to  prevent 

Permit  me  therefore,  brethren,  to  discourse  to  yon  in  such  measure  as  the  time  will 
allow  of,  concerning  the  name  and  title,  the  antiquity,  nature,  and  extent  of  this 
office;  to  say  somewhat  also  of  the  powers  and  rights  which  belonged  to  it  formerly, 
but  hare  since  been  lost  by  misuse ;  and  somewhat  also  of  the  present  powers  with 
which  it  is  invested,  and  of  the  great  reason  there  is  to  preserve  and  employ  them. 

The  office  is  very  indent,  though  not  under  the  present  appellation  of  bent  rural, 
bnt  that  of  antt»r«4Dt*t ;  of  which  there  were  two  sorts,  the  urban  and  rural  Thn 
urban  awbtptWuBttt  was  originally  the  same  with  him  whom  we  now  call  the  Dran 
of  the  tartbrtral  tbtrrrb ;  the  ratal  arrbtpi«ugtrr  was  he  whom  we  now  style  the 
rural  o«m,  who,  according  to  the  opinion  of  Duarenus'  and  Sir  Henry  Spelman 
(authorities  that  we  may  safely  follow),  succeeded  in  the  room  of  the  tie  tepi*  topi, 
upon  the  abolition  of  that  office  in  this  western  part  of  Christendom.  This  sort  of 
officer,  if  the  text  of  the  canon  law  compiled  by  Gratian  might  be  relied  on,  was 
older  than  the  council  of  Agatha,  celebrated  in  dvi.,  a  canon  of  which  is  there  cited, 
commanding  that,  at  the  solemn  reconciliation  of  penitents,  adrint  urcani,  Le.  artfji- 
prtfhntni  virotbumtm,  who  were  to  have  the  care  of  examining  into  their  offences, 
and  prescribing  penances.  Bnt  nothing  of  this  kind  is  to  be  found  in  any  of  the 
canons  of  that  council  now  remaining.  Gratian  transcribed  this  mistake  from 
Burchard,  who  went  before  him  in  the  same  attempt :  and  Burchard  flourishing  but 
about  seven  hundred  yean  ago,  it  cannot  be  judged  how  much  antienter  than  him 
the  anbintetAnUrK  mentioned  in  this  canon  were. 

The  first  clear  account  we  have  of  these  officers  (as  distinguished  from  the  urban 
arcfaioKftODttrs,  or  tatbepral  Dean*,  in  the  tomes  of  the  councils)  is,  I  think,  (AD. 
ncocL.),  when  they  were  established  by  a  canon  of  the  council  of  Pavia  in  Italy ;  the 
words  of  which  are  these : — 

"  Propter  attiduam  erga  popuium  Dei  curam  ringulii  plebibtu  sjccblnrtahnttraf 
praeue  volumiu,  qui  mm  solum  imperii*  vulgi  KHatvdinem  gerani,  verum  etiam 
torum  presbyteronan.  qui  per  minaret  titulos  habitant  vitam  jugi  circumtpeclione 
autotUant,  et  qua  unutquitque  indurtria  divinum  oput  exerccat  epitoopo  nw  renun- 
fienf,  &c." 
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This  canon  was  recited  afterwards  in  termini*,  and  confirmed,  by  a  council  at  Rome, 
in  the  year  noccciv.  So  far  is  it  from  truth,  what  a  late  author1,  in  his  Parochial 
Airtiquiiiet,  hath  affirmed,  that  this  institution  was  peculiar  to  Germany,  Gaul,  Great 
Britain,  and  the  northern  porta  of  Europe ;  but  altogether  unknown  to  Italy,  till  the 
time  of  Cardinal  Barronuo,  The  ground  of  that  error  was,  a  false  notion  enter- 
tained by  him,  that  the  titan  rural  in  the  church  answered  to  the  tilhing-man  in  the 
state,  and  had  the  seme  extent  of  jurisdiction  (so  he  speaks) ;  which  ted  him  to 
imagine,  that  that  portion  of  a  biahoprick  which  we  call  a  total  bainrn  was  to  be 
found  in  no  countries  but  where  the  like  civil  distribution  into  tUMtujt  prevailed.  I 
need  oppose  nothing  to  this  opinion  beyond  the  authority  of  Sir  H.  Spelman,  in  that 
part  of  his  glossary  which  he  himself  printed ;  where  he  tells  us,  that  the  rural  otsnrn 
answered  (not  to  the  secular  tithing,  but.  rather  and  more  nearly)  to  the  county 
hundred. 

"Smmalwl  dk-itur  de  portione  epucopatiU,  centurim  sew  hnndredo  comitat&t 
retpondenti,  et  oceans  olim  tuppoiUd."     Olossar.  in  voce  bit  a  tutu*,  p.  166. 

That  there  were  ratal  Bean*  here  in  the  Saxon  times  I  doubt  not;  though  the 
histories  and  ecclesiastical  monuments  of  those  ages,  now  preserved,  are  silent  con- 
cerning them.  The  only  instance  of  mis  kind  produced  (p.  633)  by  the  writer  just 
now  mentioned,  is  no  sure  proof  of  it ;  being  taken  from  that  part  of  Edward  the 
Confessor's  laws  which  is  not  looked  upon  as  genuine,  but  thought  to  be  added  to 
them  by  Henry  1.  who  restored  and  enforced  them. 

Not  long  after  the  reign  of  Henry  I.  these  officers  are  mentioned  in  the  great 
Latcrau  Council,  held  A.B.  mclxxix..,  under  the  title  of  Deranf  canrtUuti  tub  Archi- 
diaconi* ,-  and  rules  are  prescribed  for  lessening  the  expences  that  attend  their  visita- 
tions. From  that  time  our  13»igti»li  ecclesiastical  laws  take  frequent  notice  of  mem. 
The  true  reasons  of  the  first  rise  and  institution  of  this  office  were,  the  great  extant 
of  dioceses  and  archdeaconries,  and  the  necessity  winch  bishops  were  under  of 
attending  not  only  at  ecclesiastical  synods,  bat  all  great  councils  of  state  ;  and  the 
share  they  had  (especially  after  the  time  of  Charles  the  Great)  in  the  management  of 
public  offices  and  affairs.  This  occasioned  a  delegation  of  all  their  jurisdiction  to 
some  officers,  and  of  some  parts  of  it  to  others  erected  for  Una  purpose ;  from  whom 
they  preserved  a  right  of  appeal  As  to  the  particular  erection  of  6ean«  ratal,  I  can- 
not better  account  for  it  than  in  the  excellent  words  of  Roveriua,  a  French  author  of 
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"  Cum  ad  prubyUrot  not  degente*  rxkmdert  *e  continud  non  pouet  epucoporum 
out  arcfudtaconorum  vigilantia,  cotiocati  futre  per  intervaUa  in  qwibuidam  quasi 
excubiu  pretbyttrorum  aliqui,  0««nf  vet  attblpreilb»ttri  vocituti,  ut  caUronan  pre*- 
byterorum  et  plebis  moribu*,  vice  epitcopi  aut  archidiaconi,  invigilarenU" 

What  Roverius  says  of  their  officiating  in  France  "  vice  rpiscopi  aut  archuHawmi," 
ia  confirmed  as  to  England,  by  Lyntcood,  in  various  parts  of  his  Provincial.  In  one 
place  he  calls  them  "  vicarii  epucoporum  quhtn  archidiaconorum."  In  a  third,  be 
says  that  they  are  "  octant  temporaie*  ad  aliquod  minuterium  sub  episcopo  vet  arcai- 
diacono  exercendum  conttUuti."  In  a  fourth,  he  thus  describes  them :— "  Sunt  per- 
tonic  kabentei  qwtdam  officio  communUer  tpectanba  ad  epiicopum  vel  arcludia- 
vonum ;  et  idea  commvnitfr  earum  receptio  ft  amotio  periintt  ad  utrumque."  And 
there  is  a  remarkable  passage  in  his  comment,  where  he  inquires,  whether  the  Deans 
of  the  archbishop's  peculiars  (as  Shoreham,  Croydon,  &c.)  can  by  custom  have  cogni- 
sance of  matrimonial  causes.  To  which  he  answers,  they  may ;  and  gives  this  reason 
for  it,  because  those  Otmw  have  archituaconal  jurisdiction,  being  subject  to  the  arch- 
bishop alone,  who  deputes  them,  "  cum  tomtn  caUri  omnf  rutalrt  cham  (ut  cam- 
mtmiier)  tubsint  archidiacams."  And  to  the  same  purpose  speaks  Atho's  glossary 
on  the  Legatine  Constitutions  of  Otho : — "  Jam  prtefici  debent  octant  rutak*  quam 
etiam  amooeri  per  epucopum  et  archidiaconum  simitl  de  jure : "  be  adds  indeed 
**  salvd  coruuetudine  looorum,"  because,  in  some  places,  the  mandate  for  the  choice 
of  Qtan*  tutal  doth,  by  the  bishop's  grant,  proceed  from  the  archdeacon  alone,  as  in 
the  diocese  of  Canterbury:  in  others,  from  the  bishop  and  archdeacon  jointly ;  i.t. 
from  the  bishop  through  the  archdeacon,  as  in  this  diocese.  And  from  all  these 
authorities;  that  skilful  and  accurate  civilian  Dr.  CoweU  collected  this  definition  of  a 
bran  rural,  which  he  gives  in  his  "  Interpreter"  and  is  transcribed-  by  Godolpbin 
into  his  "  Rtpertorium:" 

"  A  person  having  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  over  other  ministers  and  parishes  near 
adjoining,  assigned  unto  him  by  the  bishop  and  archdeacon,  being  placed  and  dis- 
placed by  them."  He  means,  by  their  authority,  but  at  the  instance,  nomination, 
and  election,  of  the  clergy.  Nor  is  it  unworthy  of  observation,  that  a  canon  in 
sin i, xi i.  (the  only  canon  of  our  church  which,  since  the  Reformation,  mentions  Drang 
rural)  joins  the  archdeacon  with  the  bishop  in  the  steps  that  are  to  be  taken  towards 
choosing  them.  I  forbear  to  recite  the  words  here,  because  I  foresee  I  shall  have 
occasion  to  use  them  towards  the  close  of  this  paper. 

How  and  when  the  archdeacon  came  into  a  fixed  share  of  authority  in  this  matter, 
appears  from  a  rescript  of  Innocent  III.  in  the  year  hcciiv.,  inserted  into  the  body 
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of  the  canon  law.  "  fcucbipteftejitnt,"  says  be,  "  qui  a  pturibtu  Ottani  nuncupanlur, 
archidiactmi  jurisdiction*  te  tioverint  tubjicere."  And  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  then 
made  of  him,  "  Utritm  arrant  wraUs  qui  pro  tempore  ttatuwitur  ad  mandatum 
epitcopi  eolhm  vel  arcfudiacom,  vel  etiam  utrituqw  iiutitui  dtbca/U  vet  dertUui,  «t 
fuerint  amovendi:"  His  determination  there  is,  "Ad  hoc  brtviter  retpondemut  quod 
cum  aii  omnibus  quod  omnee  tattgit  approbari  debeat,  et  cum  eorum  "  (i.e.  of  the 
bishop  and  archdeacon)  "  XUifmutf  qfficium  exerceal,  communtier  at  etiam  digendu* 
vel  deponendui."  Ever  since  this  rescript,  the  archdeacon's  authority  hath  intervened, 
together  with  that  of  the  bishop,  towards  appointing  oran*  rural,  except  when  by 
grant,  composition,  or  custom  immemorial,  things  nave  been  otherwise  ordered ;  as 
the  case  is  in  the  diocese  of  Canterbury,  where,  thirteen  years  after  the  date  of  tins 
rescript,  Stephen  Langton,  the  archbishop,  granted  to  his  archdeacon  the  iwiitin««i 
and  destitution  of  btavK  rural ;  and  for  this  remarkable  reason: — 

"  Cum  abnirdum  tit  ut  abut  to*  condituat  quam  U,  qui  eit  debeat  prmetse,  et  cui 
respondent  temmt.ur ;  pr/vnertim,  cum  ipti*  [IMtanl*  nempe]  referentibut,  corrigere 
debent  [archidiaconi]  cateromm  errata." 

This  grant  was,  two  years  afterwards,  confirmed  by  Archbishop  Wethershed ;  bat 
with  the  addition  of  the  clause,  "  prahabito  contilio  nottro,"  Both  the  instruments 
are  printed  at  large  by  the  industrious  und  judicious  Hr.  Somner. 

The  office  of  btan  ratal,  at  and  before  this  time,  was  to  inspect  the  manners  both 
of  clergy  and  laity  within  his  district,  bat  chiefly  of  the  former ;  end  if  any  of  these 
laboured  under  any  evil  fame,  to  call  them  before  him;  and  to  correct  lesser 
excesses  as  in  fora  peenitentiali  for  the  most  part,  rather  than  judicially;  the  taral 
DesM  being  the  oonfeetoret  naU  of  the  clergy  under  them,  till  the  monks,  about 
King  John's  time,  began  to  wrest  the  authority  out  of  their  hands. 

His  power  over  the  clergy  is  by  oar  Otho  said  to  be  "  Jurudictio  cogntiianaiu, 
quoad  effectum  corrigendi,  licet  non  quoad  effectum  rtmovendi  tale*  a  viUicatione, 
et  tuipendendo  eot  ab  officio."  And  in  this  Lyndwood  agrees  with  him,  allowing 
that  the  ban  tutal  might  inflict  some  of  the  lesser  censures  for  slight  offences:  bat 
greater  matters  be  was  to  refer  to  the  superior  ordinary,  at  the  next  synod,  or  con- 
vention of  the  clergy ;  for  which  reason  also  he  looks  upon  ham  to  have  been  called 
by  the  canonists  tetti*  tynodalu. 

From  the  cognizance  of  greater,  and  particularly  of  matrimonial  causes,  he  was 
entirely  excluded  by  a  constitution  of  Otho,  both  because  be  was  not  always  sup- 
posed duly  qualified  for  a  discussion  of  them,  by  his  skill  in  canon  law ;  and  because 
also,  as  I  apprehend,  his  office  was  often  likely  to  determine  ere  such  intricate  causes. 
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where  many  witnesses  were  to  be  examined,  could  be  ripened  to  ■  sentence.  Nor 
could  he  ever  prwcrioe  to  a  custom  of  hearing  such  causes ;  because,  aa  Lynwood 
well  observes,  by  reason  of  a  temporary  office,  no  prescription  lies.  On  this  account, 
aa  well  aa  others,  the  office  must  needs  afterwards  have  declined  apace ;  because  a 
disnaer  would  bar  them  of  any  branch  of  their  authority,  and  no  custom  whatsoever 
could  either  give  them  what  they  had  not,  or  restore  to  them  what  they  had  lost. 

It  was  likewise  the  bean-ratal's  business  to  instruct  the  younger  clergy  in  the  way 
of  administering  and  ordering  sacraments  and  sacramental*,  according  to  the  canons 
and  customs  of  the  church,  to  appoint  preachers  for  solemn  occasions,  to  take  care 
of  the  sequestration  of  vacant  livings,  and  to  provide  for  the  supplies  of  the  cure. 
lie  took  older  for,  and  certified  the  execution  of,  processes  and  decrees  out  of  the 
superior  Court-Christian  [and  had  perhaps  on  this  account  the  title  of  Sctantus  Bhrf«- 
ttanttatift  bestowed  on  him]. 

Through  his  hands  went  the  mandates  for  induction,  and  those  for  the  choice  of 
convocation-clerks,  which  are  still  also  transmitted  by  him.  For  this  purpose  he 
had  his  apparitor*,  and  other  under-officers,  and  an  authentic*  seal,  on  which  the 
name  of  hit  office  was  engraved,  but  not  his  own;  that  being  allowed  only  to  those 
tecUtiattical  judge*  who  were  perpetual ;  whereas  the  office  of  rural  bean  was  tem- 
porary, and  of  no  longer  continuance,  even  in  Lyndwood's  time,  than  it  is  now. 
"  Quolibet  amto,"  says  he, "  mutantw  Ot cani,  etjhint  ruxi."  This  was  now  settled ; 
but  two  hundred  years  before,  in  Otho't  time,  it  appears  that  they  were  very  un- 
willing to  resign  their  office  with  their  seals,  at  the  expiration  of  the  year.  And 
therefore  a  particular  constitution  was  made  by  that  legate,  to  compel  them  to  it. 
I  wish  the  case  were  not  much  altered,  when  that  office  is  accepted  by  some  aa 
unwillingly  as  it  was  then  parted  with. 

The  incumbent*  of  the  bunts  were  his  chapter,  which  he  summoned,  as  he  saw 
cause,  upon  special  emergencies ;  but  had  also  stated  tunes  of  convening  them :  for 
some  of  them  were  held  once  in  three  weeks  or  a  month ;  others,  once  a  quarter ; 
which  last  were  called  "  Prindpalia  tap  i  tula  propter  majorem  conftuentiam  cUri,  et 
quia  in  hut  tie  negotiit  arduoribua  tractari  camntevU." 

In  these  quarterly  chapter*  (wherein  first  the  ratal  bttuS  only,  but  afterwards  the 
archdeacons,  or  their  officials,  often  presided)  deliberation  was  held  of  such  matters 
aa  were  thought  proper  to  be  laid  before  the  bishop ;  and  the  parochial  clergy  advised 
together  about  all  affairs  in  which  they  were  particularly  concerned,  and  took  common 
measures  and  resolutions  upon  them ;  a  most  excellent  and  wise  institution,  fitted  to 
keep  up  order  and  uniformity,  and  to  cultivate  a  good  correspondence  among  the 
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neighbouring  clergy ;  to  arm  them  against  common  dangers  and  difficulties,  and 
enable  them  every  way  to  promote  the  interest  of  religion  and  virtue,  and  the  good 
of  souls  committed  to  their  charge. 

And  therefore  a  right  honourable  and  right  reverend  prelate,  who  adorned  the 
pastoral  character  as  much  as  any  bishop  of  his  time,  hath,  in  his  confttfturt  with 
the  clergy  of  the  several  btanrSrt  in  bis  diocese,  revived  die  image  of  these  ratal 
cijaptrrfl,  and  pursued  the  ends  of  them. 

The  use  of  these  rural  chapter*  was  little  known  out  of  England ;  tor  winch 
reason  Lyndwood  forbears  to  say  much  of  them : — "  Quih  magt*  nitimtttr  contiutu- 
dini  pattrUe  qu&m  juri  commum,  de  0*  ulleruu  tcribtre  omitto;"  though  for  that 
very  reason  one  would  have  wished  that  he  had  been  more  particular  in  his  account 
of  (hem. 

The  editor  of  the  Parochial  Ajt/iqui&es  applies  this  passage  of  Lyndwood  to  the 
rural  orana  themselves,  and  not  to  their  tbaotttfl,  to  which  however  it  solely  belongs. 

And  now,  my  reverend  brethren,  having  taken  as  distinct  a  view  as  the  time 
would  permit  of  those  powers  which  formerly  belonged  to  btntft  rani,  and  of  the 
great  usefulness  of  snch  officers,  especially  in  conjunction  with  their  tbaptrrt,  give 
me  leave,  in  the  first  place,  to  bemoan  the  decay  of  this  part  of  ecclesiastical  disci- 
pline ;  and  from  my  heart  to  wish  the  revival  of  it ;  and  then,  nil  mat  shall  happen, 
in  the  next  place  to  beseech  and  exhort  you  to  do  what  in  yon  lies  towards  pre- 
serving die  poor  remains  of  those  powers  wfuch  are  still  left,  and  rendering  them 
useful  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intended. 

In  matters  of  public  government,  the  business  of  private  persons  is,  I  confess,  to 
make  the  best  use  they  can  of  the  present  state  of  things,  without  endeavouring  to 
disturb  it  by  new  models  and  schemes,  which  they  think  may  be  of  more  service. 
But  when  a  main  branch  of  oar  ancient  ecclesiastical  constitution  hath  been  dropped 
by  a  gradual  disuse,  no  man's  modesty  needs  restrain  him  from  interposing  towards 
a  revival  of  it.  And  that  is  the  case  of  ratal  twins  and  rbaptrr*  ;  which  is  no  new- 
fangled device,  but  an  institution  (as  you  have  heard)  of  venerable  age,  by  long 
experience  approved,  and  practised  with  greater  influence  and  success  in  this  than  in 
any  other  part  of  Christendom.  We  are  sure,  therefore,  that  it  is  well  adapted  to  our 
constitution ;  end  would  be  so  far  from  interfering,  that  it  would  fall-in  with  the  other 
parts  of  it,  and  even  contribute  to  support  arid  strengthen  them  ;  and  enable  those 
who  in  an  higher  sphere  hold  the  reins  of  ecclesiastical  discipline  (too  long  and  too 
much  slackened)  to  guide  them  to  better  advantages  than  they  do,  or  can  do  at 
present.     This,  I  am  sure,  was  the  opinion  of  those  whq,  after  the  reformation  of  the 
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doctrine,  were  employed  to  draw  up  what  was  necessary  towards  completing  the 
discipline  of  the  church ;  and  to  that  end  compiled  the  Reformatio  Legum  EccU- 
Htuticarum,  wherein  the  chapter  of  fcMM  rural  (which  I  recommend  to  your  perusal) 
contains  a  very  full  and  particular  account  of  their  office,  as  it  was  then  intended  to 
be  restored. 

When  this  project  proved  abortive  (for  what  reason  they  may  easily  guess,  who 
consider  how  ready  some  men  have  all  along  been  to  blame  the  defects  of  oar 
church-discipline,  and  how  unwilling  at  the  same  time  to  supply  them  with  proper 
provisions,  lest  they  should  want  occasions  of  complaining) ;  I  say,  when  this  scheme, 
in  which  the  civil  power  was  chiefly  concerned,  took  no  effect,  the  eceletiattical 
power  did  what  it  could  to  set  things  right  by  authority  of  convocation.  And  among 
the  canons  framed  for  this  purpose,  one  in  mdlxxi.  shews  how  sensible  the  then 
bishops  and  clergy  were  of  the  usefulness  and  importance  of  the  Ptainuial'fl  office, 
about  which  they  thus  determined : — 

"  Peractd  vitUatione,  archidtaconut  tigmjfcabti  epucopo  quot  ineenerit  in  quoque 
bftsnatu  ed  doctrind  et  judtcio  praditot,  ut  diym  tint  qui  pro  condone  doceant 
popuivm,  et  prrvrint  aim.  Ex  tit  epucoput  poUtt  eiectum  facere,  quot  volet  tue 
DttBKM  malts." 

Here  is  no  account  given  of  the  several  powers  and  dunes  belonging  to  this  eccle- 
siastical officer :  two  particulars  only  are  mentioned — That  he  should  be  well  qualified 
to  preach  and  to  gaoern.  But  good  preacher*  then,  in  the  infancy  of  our  Reforma- 
tion (when  many  illiterate  men  were  of  necessity  to  be  ordained)  being  not  to  be 
found  in  every  bcanrn,  the  character  and  power  of  this  officer  lessened  every  day ; 
bo  that  the  Convocation  of  mogul  (which  fixed  that  body  of  canons  whereby  our 
church  is  now  governed)  appears  not  to  have  entered  into  any  measures  towards 
restoring  it 

It  hath  been  endeavoured  indeed  to  promote  the  same  end  by  other  meant,  with 
which  oar  constitution  is  wholly  unacquainted ;  namely,  by  a  voluntary  erection  of 
societies  for  the  reformation  of  manners.  Far  be  it  from  me  to  condemn  the  zeal 
of  those  persons  who  with  good  intentions  entered  on  that  desirable  work,  however 
unqualified  they  might  be  for  it  But  when  we  consider  who  have  encouraged  it 
most,  and  been  moat  employed  in  it,  we  may  be  allowed  to  suspect,  that  one  end 
which  some  men  have  had  in  currying  it  on,  was  to  take  the  inspection  of  manners 
out  of  their  hands  to  whom  it  most  properly  belongs ;  and  by  that  means  to  render 
the  function  as  useless  as  they  could,  in  order  to  its  becoming  contemptible. 

This,  indeed,  together  with  many   other  steps  taken  to  the  same  purpose,  not 
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necessary  here  to  be  repeated,  gives  us  no  very  comfortable  prospect  of  procuring 
any  enlargement  of  the  powers  we  already  possess  in  matters  appertaining  to  reli- 
gion and  virtue,  or  of  retrieving  any  of  those  we  have  lost.  However,  some  favour- 
able juncture  may  arise,  when  our  superiors  in  church  and  state  shall  lay  these 
matters  to  heart,  and  think  them  worthy  of  their  most  serious  and  wise  consideration. 
And  sure  I  am,  that,  if  ever  a  re-establishment  of  church-discipline  in  its  vigour  be 
sincerely  intended,  one,  and  a  chief,  method  of  promoting  it  must  be  by  a  restoration 
of  rural  burnt  ano  chapter*,  to  the  full  extent  of  their  ancient  powers. 

Let  us  join  in  common  wishes  for  this ;  and  not  forget,  in  the  mean  time,  to  exert 
the  powers  of  which  we  are  indubitably  possessed.  The  office  of  Bian  rural  is  still  a 
great  trust,  as  it  carries  with  it  the  care  of  the  church  fabrick  and  utensils,  of  pre- 
venting dilapidations,  and  of  inspecting  the  manners  of  the  clergy.  These  parti- 
culars are  expressly  included  in  his  present  oath ;  the  conscientious  observance  of 
which  is  a  matter  of  great  consequence ;  and  therefore  the  choice  of  ouch  persons  aa 
are  to  discharge  these  duties  ought  not  to  be  neglected  or  eluded. 
.  And  when  they  are  chosen,  it  were  to  be  wished  that  they  would,  as  soon  after- 
wards as  conveniently  they  can,  set  about  the  work,  without  deferring  it,  as  they  too 
often  do,  to  the  very  time  of  the  expiration  of  their  office ;  when  they  have  neither 
leisure  nor  inclination  to  make  due  inquiries,  or  at  least  due  presentments  upon 
them ;  but  satisfy  themselves  with  the  promises  of  the  respective  persons,  incum- 
bents, to  set  things  right,  without  having  time  left  sufficient  to  oblige  them  to  perform 
those  promises ;  which  are  made  again,  perhaps,  to  the  next  Dean  ratal,  towards  the 
close  of  bis  office  also,  with  as  little  effect  as  tbey  were  to  the  former ;  and  thus  dila- 
pidations and  the  decays  of  churches  increase  without  end  and  without  remedy. 

The  canon  of  mdlixi.  does,  as  we  have  heard,  mention  preaching,  as  one  part  of 
the  otaS'iutal'a  business.  I  will  not  say  that  it  certainly  meant  the  Visitation  Ser- 
mons. However,  though  this  be  not  provided  for  specially  by  canon,  yet  the  power 
of  the  ordinary,  confirmed  by  custom,  hath  made  it  binding.  And,  J  hope,  it  will  be 
looked  upon  by  those  of  my  brethren  who  have  a  right  sense  of  this  matter,  rather  as 
an  honour  than  a  burthen. 

I  am  sensible  I  have  detained  you  long  ;  and  yet  there  is  somewhat  still  behind, 
relating  to  this  argument.  But  I  shall  reserve  it  to  be  proposed  and  considered 
when  we  meet  together  in  private. 

AlUrbury'*  Correspondence,  VoL  n.  pp.  234 — 254. 
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2.  Mandate  for  the  Election  of  a  Stan  SUtal  in  the 
Archdeaconry  or  Cornwall.1 

GEORGE  MARTIN,  clerk,  Master  of  Arts,  vicar-general  in  spirituals,  and 
commissary  of  the  Right  Rev.  Father  in  God,  Henry,  by  Divine  permission.  Lord 
Bishop  of  Exeter  lawfully  constituted,  To  our  beloved  in  Christ,  John  Sheepshanks, 
clerk,  Master  of  Arts,  archdeacon  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Cornwall,  greeting— 

Whereas,  amongst  other  customs  and  constitutions  of  the  Church  of  England,  it  is 
ordered  and  appointed,  that,  for  the  better  government  of  the  church  within  the 
diocese  of  Exeter,  aim*  rural  be  yearly  elected  for  each  OtantD — We,  therefore, 
charge  and  command  you,  that  you  moniah,  or  cause  to  be  mouished,  all  the  clergy 
of  the  said  archdeaconry  before  yon  assembled,  on  any  competent  and  convenient  day 
and  place,  then  and  there  to  elect  and  nominate  one  fit  and  convenient  clerk  of  each 
hours,  to  be  the  Otan  rural  of  each  Dtanrn  within  the  said  archdeaconry  for  the  year 
ensuing.  And  we  hereby  give  you  free  power  and  lawful  authority  to  administer,  in 
due  form  of  law,  to  each  and  every  of  the  bean*  ratal,  who  shall  be  elected  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  mandate,  the  usual  and  accustomed  oath  under  written,  for  the  faithful 
execution  of  their  respective  offices.  And  what  you  shall  do  herein  you  shall  duly 
certify  us  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  August  next,  together  with  these  presents. 

Given  under  seal  of  our  office,  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  One 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two. 

William  Gray,  Act*.  Assumed. 


3.  Instructions  ro*  executing  thk  Office  of  Scan  Rural  within  the 
Archdeaconry  op  Cornwall. 

THE  bean  rural  is  elected  annually  by  the  clergy  assembled  at  the  archdeacon's 
visitations,  and  in  consequence  of  a  mandate  issued  by  the  vicar-general  of  the  bishop 
of  the  diocese ;  and  which  enjoins  the  following  oath,  which  from  time  immemorial 
has  been  taken  by  the  bean  rural,  for  the  faithful  execution  of  his  office,  to  be  admi- 
nistered by  the  archdeacon,  his  official,  or  surrogate. 


{')  A  duplicate  of  the  same  mandate  has  been  kindly  supplied  (mttatit  ■ 
Vsn.  O.  Barnes,  D.D.  archdeacon  of  Barnstaple. 
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"Vou  shall  Sweat  well  and  truly  to  execute  the  office  of  a  titan  rural  within 
your  Dcanrg,  for  the  year  ensuing :  you  shall  diligently,  in  the  year,  visit  all  churches 
and  chapels  within  your  b t ant g,  as  also  all  parsonages  and  vicarage-houses :  you  shall 
make  true  presentments  of  such  defects  as  you  shall  find  therein,  and  also  the  defects 
of  books,  ornaments,  and  other  utensils  and  furniture,  belonging  to  each  church  or 
chapel !  you  shall,  either  by  yourself  or  deputy,  faithfully  execute,  or  cause  to  be 
executed,  all  such  processes  and  mandates  as  shall  be  sent  to  you  from  your  ordinary, 
and  make  true  returns  of  the  same. — So  help  you  God." 

The  benefits  resulting  from  the  execution  of  this  ancient  office  have  of  late  years 
been  so  self-evident  and  important,  within  the  archdeaconry  of  Cornwall,  that  every 
endeavour  to  assist  the  titan  rural,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty,  may  serve  to  encou- 
rage a  perseverance  in  so  useful  an  office ;  and  tend  to  relieve  parishes  and  incum- 
bents from  very  heavy  burthens,  to  which  they  are  frequently  subject,  by  the  neglect 
of  those  necessary  repairs  to  churches  and  glebe-houses  which  an  annual  visitation 
and  report  of  the  Otan  rural  might  prevent  With  this  view,  it  has  been  thought 
proper  to  suggest  the  following  regulations  for  the  government  of  all  parties  con- 
cerned, and  by  which  much  trouble  and  time  may  be  saved. 

Ths  btan  rural,  being  elected  at  the  archdeacon's  visitations,  will  be  immediately 
sworn  into  office ;  but  should  he  not  be  present  when  elected,  he  should,  within  a 
fortnight  of  that  time,  apply  to  the  official,  or  a  surrogate  of  the  archdeacon,  for  that 
purpose.  He  will  receive  with  these  instructions  a  book  of  printed  forms ;  on  which 
he  will  write  off  his  presentments,  after  he  has  visited  the  respective  parishes  in  the 
Orantn,  observing  the  directions  at  the  end  of  the  book :  he-  will  set  his  name  to  the 
presentments  of  each  parish,  in  order  to  render  them  authentic.  He  will  also  receive 
with  the  blank  book  of  forms,  a  copy  of  the  book  of  presentments  of  his  last  prede- 
cessor ;  by  which  he'  will  see  what  was  presented  by  the  hitter ;  and  by  taking  this 
book  with  him,  when  he  goes  to  visit  the  churches,  he  will  be  able  to  ascertain  what 
steps  have  been  taken  to  remove  the  former  presentments,  and  to  make  his  own 
accordingly.  The  churchwardens  will  be  furnished,  from  the  registry-office,  with  a 
copy  of  the  otan-mtal'S  presentments,  as  far  as  respects  their  own  parish,  made  out 
on  a  sheet  of  paper  printed  on  a  form  corresponding  with  the  Bran  ttiral'fl  book ;  on 
which  they  will  be  required  to  make  a  return  to  the  archdeacon,  at  the  nest  visitation, 
of  what  has  been  done  in  consequence  of  such  presentments,  and  for  which  they  will 
have  nearly  the  whole  year  before  them.  They  cannot,  therefore,  have  the  same 
excuse  that  the  churchwardens  going  out  of  office  heretofore  had,  "  that  there  was 


{.' 
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not  sufficient  time  between  the  btan  rtml'H  visiting,  and  the  archdeacon's  visitation, 
for  doing  the  repairs,  &e."  And  as  they  then  went  oat  of  office,  and  their  successors 
did  not  consider  themselves  obliged  to  attend  to  the  directions  given  by  the  oran  rural 
to  the  preceding  churchwardens,  little  or  nothing  was  done.  It  is  to  be  observed, 
that  by  this  scheme  there  will  be  an  entire  alteration  of  the  former  practice  ;  for 
instead  of  the  presentments  being  given  in  charge  to  the  churchwardens  going  out  of 
office,  the  copy  will  be  delivered  over  to  the  new  churchwardens,  at  one  visitation, 
and  at  the  next  must  be  returned  to  the  court,  who  will  examine  the  churchwardens, 
and  inquire  what  has  been  done  thereon,  within  the  year  past.  It  is  obvious  from 
this  regulation,  that  the  book,  with  the  presentments  filled  up,  and  signed  by  the 
titan  rural,  should  be  returned  to  the  registry-office  some  short  time  before  the  arch- 
deacon's visitation  begins,  that  it  may  be  ready  for  the  archdeacon's  inspection,  and 
a  copy  thereof  made  for  the  succeeding  Quit  ratal ;  and  also  a  copy,  so  tar  as  relates 
to  each  parish,  for  the  new  churchwardens,  when  they  come  to  be  sworn  at  the  visita- 
tion. To  insure  this,  arid  that  no  accident  may  occur  in  the  conveyance  of  the  book 
to  the  registry-office,  the  apparitor  will  have  directions  to  call  for  it  at  the  btan  ratal's 
glebe-house ',  when  he  goes  with  the  annual  citation  to  summon  him  to  the  visitation, 
which  is  usually  a  month  before  the  visitation  begins.  It  is  therefore  requested,  that 
the  titan  rural  will  be  punctual  in  getting  this  book  ready  for  the  apparitor;  as  it  is 
evident  that  any  disappointment  will  be  attended  with  great  inconvenience  to  all 
parties.  In  order  to  give  as  much  time  as  possible  to  the  churchwardens  to  do  the 
repairs,  and  supply  the  defects,  stated  in  the  presentments,  it  would  be  desirable  that 
the  Stan  ratal  should  defer  his  visiting  till  within  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  of  the 
tune  of  the  apparitor's  vailing  for  the  book ;  that  is,  about  six  weeks  before  Whitsnn- 
week,  when  the  visitations  usually  begin. 

"  Rev.  Sib, 
"  I  beg  leave  to  inform  you,  that  at  the  Visitation  Court  of  the  worshipful  the 
Archdeacon  of  Cornwall,  held  here  this  day,  you  were  elected,  by  the  clergy  then 
assembled,  bean  rural  of  the  btanrn  of  for  the  year  ensuing.     And  as 

it  is  customary  for  the  Drax  rural  to  preach  a  sermon  at  the  next  Visitation  after  his 
election,  I  am  directed  by  the  Archdeacon  to  signify  to  you  his  desire  that  you  will 


( ' )   If  the  Dean  rural  should  be  non-resident,  the  book  should  he  left  with  his  curate. 
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preach  at  his  next  Visitation,  to  be  held  at  this  place.     I  also  send  you  the  above 
Instructions  for  executing  the  office  of  Dean  rural. 

**  I  am.  Rev.  Sir,  yonr  most  obedient  humble  servant, 
"  lb  the  Rev.  "  " 


JV.fi.  It  is  usual  for  the  Dean  ratal  to  attend  the  Archdeacon  at  the  inn,  imme- 
diately after  the  service  of  the  church  is  over ;  when  the  churchwardens  will  be  sworn, 
and  the  Qcan-tUtal'jS  presentments  given  in  charge  to  them. 


In  the  Archdeaconry  or  Cornwall. 
StastD  of  i      The  Presentments  of  the  trait  ratal  of  the  said  Oeanrji,  exhibited  at 
{the  visitation  of  the  worshipful  the  Archdeacon  of  Cornwall,  held  at 
within  the  said  archdeaconry,  on  the  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  IS 
I  the  titan  ratal  of  the  said  oeanrn,  having  visited  all  the  churches 

and  chapels,  and  also  the  parsonage  and  vicarage  houses,  within  the  said  Deinro, 
do  present  the  several  persons,  matters,  and  things,  in  the  schedule  underwritten, 
arising  and  being  within  the  several  parishes  within  the  said  Dtanrn,  in  the  said 
schedule  mentioned,  and  which  are  set  opposite  to  such  parishes  respectively. 

Bean  fiutal. 


No.  Parishes.— Ptrma,  Mattert,  md  Thtngi  prettnlut.    No. 


Churchicarflewi'  Rtitm 


Vililtd  bfm*,Mt         day -if 
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DIRECTIONS  FOE  FILLING  UP  THI  FORM  OF  PRESENTMENT. 
The  number  on  the  right-hand  aide  is  to  be  the  number  of  every  presentment  in 
each  parish,  which  is  to  be  set  down  by  the  twsit  ratal ;  and  the  number  on  the  left- 
hand  side  is  to  be  the  corresponding  number  against  which  the  answer  or  return  of 
the  churchwardens  is  to  be  inserted,  in  the  column  left  for  that  purpose  in  the  copy 
of  the  presentments  delivered  to  them  at  the  last  visitation. 

THE  FOLLOW  ISO  HAT  SERVE  AS  A  SPECIMEN. 


Parish.— Patau,  Matttri,  and  Tkbigi  prtte*t*d. 


Itectory  of  AnvEKT. 
The  North  W«li  of  the  Church  in  i 


i  9.  i  The  Church  Bible  much  tt 


Chxrdtwardnii'  Betprn. 


A  new  ana  provided. 


N.B.  It  is  recommended  to  die  bean  ratal  to  visit  the  churches  and  glebe-houses 
a  short  time  before  Easter ;  and  to  enter  his  presentments  in  this  book,  immediately 
afterwards,  so  as  to  have  it  ready  for  the  apparitor  to  bring  to  the  Court  when  he 
summons  the  Stan  tutai  to  the  visitation  ;  as  his  presentments  must  be  copied,  to  be 
delivered  to  the  churchwardens  sworn  at  the  then  ensuing  visitations.  And  in  order 
to  render  the  parochial  visitations  of  the  oeana  rural,  and  also  of  the  archdeacon, 
more  convenient,  the  key  of  every  church  should  be  kept  at  some  certain  place  near 
the  church ;  which  should  be  noted  by  the  Dean  rural,  in  the  blank  left  for  that  pur- 
pose in  the  margin  of  the  presentments :  and  to  this  place,  letters,  relating  to  the  office 
of  tjean  ratal,  should  be  addressed,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  churchwardens,  who  may 
sometimes  live  at  a  great  distance  from  the  church. 
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4.  Form  of  JRutf-B (canal  Jurament,  in  use.  about  a  century  ago,  in  tbi 
Archdeaconry  of  Cornwall. 

Tenor  Jorambnti  Betani  sspfwopi,  in  Cohitatu  Cornubia  rt  Dmecebi  Exonienbi. 

YOU,  George  Davies,  shall  swear.  That  you  will  well  and  truly  execute  the  office 
of  titan  rural,  within  your  tjiantg,  for  the  year  ensuing.  You  shall  diligently,  in  the 
year,  visit  all  churches  and  chapels  within  your  teams  i  lm^  also  all  parsonage  aad 
vicarage  houses.  You  shall  make  true  presentments  of  such  defaults  as  you  shall 
tind  therein ;  as  also  the  defect  of  books,  ornaments,  utensils,  and  other  furniture 
belonging  to  each  church.  You  shall  observe  the  manners  and  conversation  of  your 
brethren  the  clergy ;  whom  (if  obnoxious)  you  shall  admonish  ;  and  if,  thereupon, 
they  shall  not  reform,  you  shall  detect  and  present  them  to  the  ordinary,  that  they 
may  be  proceeded  against  according  to  law.  You  shall,  either  by  yourself  or  deputy, 
faithfully  execute,  or  cause  to  be  executed,  all  such  processes  and  mandates  as  shall 
be  sent  you  from  your  ordinary,  and  make  true  returns  of  the  same. — So  help  you 
God. 

Sacrameutum  superscriptum  prastabat  clericua  prsdictus  Georgiua  Davies  de 
parochia  Sancti  Perrani  de  Uthno  in  tmanatu  Penwith  rector.  Tertio  die  Mensis 
Dece  minis,  anno  uncexxx. 

Coram  me  Ricardo  W (^L23l) 


SECT.  XIV.— »o«*r  of  ftUtttrtttr. 

THE  see  of  Gloucester  was  one  of  the  six  erected  by  King  Henry  VIII.,  having 
previously  formed  part  of  the  diocese  of  Worcester.  It  comprises  the  whole  of  the 
county  of  Gloucester  (with  the  exception  of  the  beanij  of  Bristol,  which  belongs  to 
that  see),  and  one  parish  in  Wiltshire.  It  has  only  one  archdeaconry,  viz.  of  Glou- 
cester; divided  into  the  following  btanritK  —  Gloucester,  Cirencester,  Fairtbrd, 
HawkeBbnry,  Dursley,  Campden  cum  Blockley  peculiar,  Stow,  Stoneaouae,  Winch- 
comb,  and  Forest '. 

(')  The  Church  Conmiiiion  {A.D.  xoccemv.)  proposes,  that  the  diocese  of  Gloucester 
shall  consist  of  the  county  of  Gloucester  (except  those  parishes  which  are  now  in  the  diocese 
of  Bristol,  and  that  part  of  the  Drailrj  of  Campden .  which  lies  to  the  north-east  of  the 
chapalry  of  Snowihill) ;  of  etae  Btatiries  of  Malmesbury  andCricklade,in  the  county  of  Wilts, 
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Hk  charter  of  erection  bean  date  A.D.  mdxli.  :  and  we  have  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  bf an*  rural  in  the  diocese  fifteen  years  after,  viz.  A.D.  mdlvi. 

The  ™  Injunction*  geven  in  the  visitation  of  the  moite  reverende  father  in  God,  the 
lorde  Cardinal  Poole'*  grace,  legate  de  Latere,  by  Ait  svbdelegate  Jama,  by  the 
permission  of  God  buthope-  of  Gloucutre,  throvgheoute  hit  dioceti*  of  Gloucestre," 
notice  them  as,  at  that  time,  in  the  employment  of  "  the  ordinarie."  (See 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  it.  p.  1 46.) 

After  the  lapse  of  more  than  a  century  and  a  half,  it  is  reported,  by  Archbishop 
Seeker,  of  Bishop  Benson,  that,  on  the  tatter's  appointment  to  the  see  of  Gloucester 
(A.D.  mdccxxxiv.),  "he  found  the  very  useful  institution  of  rural  crane  not  quite 
extinct,"  and  that  "  he  completely  revived  it"  See  Seeker's  Charges,  Fifth  Charge, 
wDcci.m.  p.  186 ;  and  Porteus's  Life  of  Seeker,  Work*,  Vol  vi.  p.  42.) 

Whether  the  office  had  ever  been  suspended,  after  its  first  establishment  in  the  very 
infancy  of  the  see,  does  not  appear.  Equally  uncertain  is  its  condition,  from  the 
days  of  Bishop  Benson  (A.D.  mdccxxxiv. — hdcci.ii.)  to  those  of  Bishop  Huntingford 
(A.D.  mdcccii. — mdcccxv).  During  the  latter's  incumbency,  the  only  evidence  I 
have  to  adduce  of  the  existence  of  uranft  tiiral  in  the  diocese  (and  meagre  as  it  is,  it 
is  just  worthy  of  notation),  is  the  dedication  of  the  bishop's  admirable  Charge  to  the 
Clergy  on  the  petition  of  the  English  Roman  Catholic* ;  which  is  addressed  "  to  the 
archdeacon,  otans  rural,  and  clergy  of  the  diocese,"  (A.D.  mdcccx). 

Bishop  Benson  was  a  most  active  and  energetic  renovator  of  the  useful  powers  of 
Beans  rural.  In  his  letter  of  commission,  issued  shortly  before  his  primary  visitation, 
he  expresses  his  determination  "  to  continue  the  ancient  authority  and  use  of  rural 
trans."  The  same  determination  is  expressed  by  Bishop  Monk — "  to  continue  the 
office  where  it  now  is,  and  to  revive  it  where  it  is  not"  The  documents,  employed 
by  Bishops  Benson  and  Monk,  and  kindly  supplied  to  me  by  the  Rev.  H.  H.  Norris, 
rector  of  South  Hackney,  are  annexed. 


now  in  the  dioosse  of  Salisbury  ;  and  of  the  pariihei  of  Red  Msrley,  Stanton  Saint  James, 
Chaseley,  Eldertneld,  Bushier,  Bredon,  with  Norton  and  Cutidean,  Overbury,  with  Wash, 
bourne,  Teddlngtoo  and  Alston,  Sedgbarrow,  and  Iccomb,  now  in  the  county  and  diocese  of 
Worcester. 
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1.  Appointment  op  Rural  a)tan  op  the  Diocese  op  Gloucester, 
by  Bishop  Benson,  A.D.  mdccxixiy. 

MARTIN,  by  Divine  permission.  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  To  our  well-beloved  and 
reverend  brother,  A.  B.,  rector  of  C,  in  the  btanrn  of  D.,  and  archdeaconry  of  £., 
greeting — 

Whereas  we  intend,  by  God's  assistance,  to  hold  our  primary  visitation  in  a  short 
time,  that  we  may  the  better  understand,  and  be  acquainted  with,  the  state  of  our 
diocese,  we  think  fit  to  continue  the  ancient  authority  and  use  of  rural  Beans,  that, 
by  persons  of  the  best  ability  and  integrity  in  every  neighbourhood,  we  may  be  fully 
informed  of,  and  may  consider  how  all  disorders  in  the  laity,  as  well  as  clergy,  in  our 
diocese,  may  be  reformed :  and  having  good  account  of  the  prudence,  piety,  and 
learning  of  you,  the  said  A.  B.  we  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you, 
the  said  A.  B.,  to  be  rural  bean  in  the  hranrn  of  D.,  in  the  archdeaconry  of  E. ; 
requiring  your  care  and  diligence,  in  observing,  and  reporting  to  us,  all  disorders 
in  the  parishes  of  the  said  bf antn,  especially  as  to  die  matters  contained  in  the  articles 
of  inquiry  hereunto  annexed  ;  and  desiring  that  you  will  return  a  particular  and 
distinct  answer  to  every  question  under  the  name  of  each  parish.  In  doing  which 
faithfully,  yon,  the  said  A.  B.,  will  very  much  assist  ns  in  the  discharge  of  the  great 
duty  incumbent  upon  us. 

In  witness,  &c. 


2.  Appointment  op  jftaral  Stan  in  the  Diocese  op  Gloucester, 
■v  Bishop  Monk. 

JAMES  HENRY,  by  Divine  permission.  Bishop  of  Gloucester,  To  our  well- 
beloved  and  reverend  brother  A.  B.,  rector  of  C,  in  the  Utanrn  of  D.,  and  diocese  of 
Gloucester,  greeting — 

Whereas,  we,  being  very  desirous  fully  to  understand  and  constantly  to  be  informed 
of  the  state  of  our  diocese,  have,  upon  mature  consideration,  thought  fit  to  continue 
where  it  now  is,  and  to  revive  where  it  is  not,  the  ancient  authority  and  use  of  ratal 
brans,  as  one  of  the  properest  and  most  conducive  means  in  order  to  obtain  this  end  ; 
that,  by  persons  of  the  best  ability  and  integrity  in  every  neighbourhood,  we  may  be 
at  all  rimes  fully  informed  of  the  state  and  condition  in  which  all  things  are  in  all 
parts  of  our  said  diocese — We,  therefore,  having  a  good  account  and  opinion  of  the 
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piety  and  learning,  mud  confiding  in  the  prudence  end  diligence  of  yon,  the  (aid 
A.  B.,  do,  by  these  present*,  constitute  and  appoint  yon  to  be  ratal  titan  in  the  bcantjr 
of  D.  aforesaid ;  requiring  that  fidelity,  care,  and  diligence,  in  observing,  inquiring 
into,  and  making  to  us  a  report  from  time  to  time,  of  all  things  and  persons  within 
all  the  parishes  of  the  said  btanrg,  which  it  may  be  proper  to  us,  or  useful  to  onr 
diocese,  that  we  should  have  information  concerning.  And,  at  this  time,  we  parti- 
cularly desire  and  require  of  you,  that,  in  order  to  your  own  knowing  and  being  able 
to  inform  us  of  the  true  state  and  condition  of  the  said  beanrg,  you  will,  as  soon  as 
with  conveniency  you  may,  visit  parochially  every  church  and  chapel,  and  house  of  the 
minister  within  the  same;  and  that  yon  will  leave  in  writing,  nnderyonr  hand,  an  order 
at  each  place,  specifying  the  things  which  you  shall  judge  wanting  to  be  repaired, 
amended,  or  done  there :  and  that  yon  will,  at  the  end  of  the  said  order,  require  that 
that  very  paper  be,  by  such  a  limited  time,  returned  to  yon,  with  a  certificate  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  signed  by  the  minister,  church-  or  chapel-wardens,  that  all  things  are 
repaired  and  done  according  to  what  is  therein  directed.  And,  when  this  the  visita- 
tion is  finished,  we  do  desire  and  require  yon  to  make  a  report  to  us  of  the  state  and 
condition  in  which  you  find  the  churches,  chapels,  houses  of  the  ministers,  and  all 
other  things  within  the  said  ocaxtn,  into  which  your  Articles  of  Visitation  direct  to 
have  inquiry  made.  And,  further,  we  expect  and  require  the  same  fidelity,  care,  and 
diligence,  at  all  times,  in  observing,  inquiring  into,  and  reporting  to  us,  as  occasion 
•hall  arise,  an  account  of  all  irregularities  and  disorders  of  all  kinds  which  may 
happen,  and  the  behaviour  of  all  persons,  and  the  state  of  all  things,  within  the  said 
btantj.  In  doing  which  faithfully,  yon,  the  said  rural  bean,  will  very  much  assist 
us,  your  bishop,  in  the  discharge  of  the  great  duty  incumbent  upon  us.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  have  caused  our  episcopal  seal  to  be  affixed  to  these  presents. 

Dated,  this  day  of  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  and 

of  our  consecration  the  fourth. 


SECT.  XV.— Sunt*  of  ftnrfotb. 

THE  diocese  of  Hereford  contains  the  county  of  Hereford  (excepting  eleven 
churches  and  chapels,  which  belong  to  the  see  of  Saint  David's),  the  largest  part 
of  Shropshire,  four  parishes  in  Monmouthshire,  six  in  Montgomeryshire,  eight  in 
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Radnorshire,  and  twenty-one  in  Worcestershire1.  It  is  divided  into  two  archdeaconries; 
viz.  Hereford  and  Salop:  the  former  of  which  canasta  of  the  Otsntfrt  of  Hereford, 
Frome,  Irchingfield,  Lempster  aiieu  Leominster,  Rosse,  Weobly,  and  Weston:  the 
latter,  of  those  of  Harford,  Clun,  Ludlow,  Pontesbury,  Stottersden  alia*  SoUenden, 
and  Wenlock. 

The  registry-office  of  the  diocese  affords  no  information  respecting  the  turf-Decanal 
charge.  Wilkins  does  not  notice  it  in  connexion  with  the  see  of  Hereford.  Nor 
have  I  met  with  any  vestiges  of  it,  save  the  names  of  the  OCtanatr*  m  general 
throughout  the  diocese,  in  the  Taxatio  EccletiatUca  P.  Nicholai,  and  those  of  two 
Deans  rural  in  particular  within  the  county  of  Salop— the  one  of  Ludlow,  the  other 
ofPonsbury— in  the  Falor  Ecdetiait.  Henr.  VIII.  pp.  200,  212. 

Would  not  the  archdeacons  of  Salop  and  Hereford  derive  assistance  in  parochial 
visitation  from  the  institution  of  bean*  rural?  The  office  has  been  beneficially 
restored  in  dioceses  of  less  magnitude  than  Hereford. 


SECT.  XVI.— Blotw  of  aichfielo  ana  ©ouentto. 

THE  diocese  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  includes  the  whole  counties  of  Stafford 
and  Derby  (excepting  two  parishes  of  the  former),  the  greatest  part  of  Warwickshire, 
and  nearly  half  of  Shropshire.  It  is  divided  into  four  archdeaconries :  i.  Coventry — 
containing  the  otanritft  of  Coventry,  Axden,  Marten,  and  Stoneley.  n.  Stafford — 
containing  Lapley  and  Treizull,  Leeke  and  Alton,  Newcastle  and  Stone,  Tarn  worth 
and  lutbury.  m.  Derby — containing  Derby,  Castillar,  Chesterfield,  Ashborne,  Alto- 
Pecco  alia*  High-Peak,  and  Repington.      iv.  Salop — containing  Newport,  and 

(')  The  Church  Comniitien  (A.D.  HDCCCXXXV.)  recommends  that  those  pariihei  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  which  are  now  in  the  diocese  of  Saint  David's,  and  the  Dranvn  of  Bridgew 
north,  locally  situate  between  the  dioceses  of  Lichfield  and  Hereford,  shall  be  added  to  the 
diocese  of  Hereford ;  that  those  parishes  which  are  in  the  county  of  Worcester  and  diocese 
of  He'eford  shall  be  transferred  to  the  diocese  of  Worcester;  and  those  which  are  in  the 
county  of  Montgomery  and  diocese  of  Hereford,  to  the  diocese  of  Saint  Asaph  and  Bangor. 

(*)  The  Firit  Report  vf  the  Church  C'ommitiion  (A.D.  xdccciiiv.)  proposes  to  add  to  the 
diocese'  of  Chester  (reduced  by  certain  alterations  and  curtailments — for  which  ue  Chester 
DocumcnU)  those  parti  of  the  county  of  Salop,  which  are  now  in  the  dioceses  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  and  Saint  Asaph.  The  diocese  of  Lichfield  will  consist,  according  to  this  fUport, 
of  the  counties  of  Stafford  and  Derby. 
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The  early  history  of  the  Decanal  office  within  this  extensive  and  populous  juris- 
diction is  blended  with  that  of  the  diocese  of  Chester,  already  discussed.  While  the 
archdeaconries  of  Richmond  and  Chester  were  attached  to  the  diocese  of  Lichfield 
and  Coventry — an  almost  immeasurable  jurisdiction — it  seems  that  the  ratal  beans 
were  removeable  at  the  will  of  those  archdeacons.  Such  was  the  constitution  of  the 
office  in  the  year  sice,  according  to  the  §&&.  Ledger-book  of  the  diocese  of  Cheater : 
but  subsequently  the  office  came  to  be  held  for  life.  Many  notices  of  Dean*  ratal  in 
the  old  diocese  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry  occur  in  our  previous  pages — some  as 
early  as  the  beginning  of  the  twelfth  century  (Hut.  of  Crimen,  p.  481.  Edit  2d.) — 
others  towards  its  close ; — and  others  again  in  the  thirteenth  century.  Indeed,  if  we 
may  believe  the  proofless  assertion  of  Whitaker,  the  office  existed  in  this  diocese  in 
the  seventh  century — (Hist,  of  Manchester,  Vol.  it.  p.  381).  But  of  the  unreasona- 
bleness of  the  assertion  we  have  elsewhere  spoken. 

I  am  not  aware  that  beans  rural — so  useful  as  parochial  visitors  in  all  dioceses, 
and  especially  in  large  ouea — have  ever  been  revived  in  the  diocese  of  Lichfield  and 
Coventry,  since  the  disjunction  of  the  see  of  Chester  from  it  Bishop  Ryder  has 
caused  accurate  search  to  be  made  amongst  the  muniments  of  the  mother-sec,  but 
has  not  been  able  to  obtain  any  information  of  such  officers  having  ever  existed 
within  the  diocese  ; — a  statement  winch  would  excite  some  surprise  (as  being  at 
variance  with  the  known  fact  of  their  existence  before  the  separation  referred  to),  did 
we  not  know  that  the  ratal  owns  of  the  archdeaconries  of  Richmond  and  Chester 
were  exclusively  the  servants  of  those  archdeacons,  and  entirely  exempt  from  episcopal 
rule.  The  archdeacons  themselves  were,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  in  their 
respective  archdeaconries,  prelates  with  episcopal  jurisdiction  ;  save  in  the  points  of 
ordination  and  confirmation  alone.  They  instituted  to  benefices,  and  performed 
other  episcopal  acts,  aided  by  their  ratal  beans ;  who  bad  no  necessary  connexion 
with  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  but  were  accountable  alone  to  their  respective  arch- 
deacons, and  could  even  refuse  citations  to  appear  at  the  archiepiscopal  court  of 
York. 

Thence,  I  conceive,  no  traces  of  their  appointment  occur  in  the  episcopal  records 
of  the  see  of  Lichfield  and  Coventry.  But,  assuredly,  this  can  be  no  bar  to  the 
revival  of  the  office  in  modern  days,  within  the  archdeaconries  of  Derby,  Coventry, 
Salop,  and  Stafford — if  the  bishop  and  archdeacons  should  think  fit  to  avail  them- 
selves of  subordinate  parochial  visitors  within  those  extensive  jurisdictions.  That 
titans  ratal  would  be  found  most  useful  helpmates,  in  that  capacity,  to  the  diocesan 
and  other  existing  functionaries,  I  have  no  doubt 
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SECT.  XVII.— Wo*r«t  of  fcincofa. 

THE  diocese  of  Lincoln  contains  the  counties  of  Lincoln,  Leicester,  Huntingdon, 
Bedford,  Buckingham,  the  better  part  of  Hertford,  and  some  few  parishes  in  the 
counties  of  Oxford,  Rutland,  Northampton,  and  Warwick.  It  is  distributed  into  six 
archdeaconries :  i.  Lincoln — which  is  again  divided  into  the  OtanritS  of  Lincoln, 
Aawardburn  cum  Lafford,  Aveland,  Beltislaw,  Bolingbroke,  Candlesboe,  Calcewaith, 
Gartree,  Grantham,  Graffoe,  Grimsby,  Hill,  Horacastle,  Holland,  Longobovey, 
Loveden,  Louthesk  and  Ludburgh,  Nesse,  Stamford,  Walseroft,  Wragfcoe.  and 
Yarburgh.  ti.  Stow — divided  into  those  of  Aslacko,  Coringham,  Lawres,  and 
Manlake.  m.  Leicester — divided  into  those  of  Leicester,  Ackley,  Framland,  Gar- 
tree,  Goscot,  Goodlaxton,  and  Sparkenhoe.  iv.  Bedford-  divided  into  Bedford, 
Clopham,  Dunstable,  Eaton,  Fleet,  and  Sheffbrd.  v.  Huntingdon — divided  into 
those  of  Huntingdon,  Saint  Ives,  Leightonstone,  Saint  Neot's,  Yaxley,  Baldock, 
Berkhamstcad,  Hertford,  and  Hitchin.  vi.  Buckingham — divided  into  those  of 
Buckingham,  Bumham,  Mursley,  Newporl-Pagnell,  Waddesden,  Wendovet,  and 
Wycombe '. 

Within  this  extensive  diocese  there  were  till  lately  no  rural  Deans';  and  they  are 
now  only  partially  revived.  The  office.  Bishop  Raye  found,  at  the  period  of  his 
installation,  had  long  fallen  into  disuse — the  only  trace  of  it,  then  remaining,  being 
in  the  otanrp,  of  Stamford* — where,  the  bishop  says,  it  seems  to  have  been  preserved 
toldy  because  the  Dean,  in  conjunction  with  the  vicar  of  All  Saint*,  Stamford,  has 
the  appointment  of  the  warden,  Sfc.  of  Brown's  Hospital  in  that  town. 

Much,  however,  as  the  function  has  fallen  into  decay  in  modern  days,  it  was  of 
early  institution  in  this  diocese.  In  the  days  of  Jeffery,  lay-bishop  elect  of  Lincoln 
(circitir  A.D.  mclisii.),  it  certainly  existed  (Wharton's  Anglia  Sacra,  P.  it.  p.  378) ; 
and,  at  a  later  period,  it  flourished  in  all  the  vigour  of  its  best  days.  During  the 
occupation  of  the  see  of  Lincoln  by  Robert  Grosthead,  bean*  rural  are  again  and 
again  mentioned  in  the  epistolary  correspondence  of  that  eminent  prelate  with  his 
archdeacons  and  others,  preserved  by  Mr.  Brown  in  his  valuable  Fatcicultu.     See 

(')  Tha  Finl  Report  qf  the  Church  Commiaion  {A.D.  MDCCCXKZV.)  propose*  that  the 
diocese  of  Lincoln  shall  in  future  consist  of  tha  countiei  of  Lincoln  and  Nottingham  alone. 

C)  The  6EMH  HI  de  Stamford  is  mentioned  by  Pry  una,  in  the  thirty-ninth  year  of 
Henry  III.,  from  the  White-Tower  Records.  See  hii  Papal  OiurpatUnu,  Tome  Third,  B.  V. 
e.  i.  p.  111.  |  and  a  foot-now  toward!  the  clow  of  the  ropitllst  duties  of  Brans  rnial  rn  the 
preceding  page*. 
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Epp.  50.  84.  107.  (Fatckulm  Rerum,  Tom.  n.  pp.  340.  364.  382.)  They  are  aled 
noticed  in  the  "  Charta  Lincoln.  Eccttrim  de  coniitetudinibut  el  libertatibiu  ejutdem 
tcden<r.  (A.D.  hccxii.),"  published  by  WiUrins  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  537.)  :— 
wherein  it  ia  expressly  stated  that  the  churches  of  the  prebendaries  and  canons  are  to 
be  exempt  from  ruri-btcanal  jurisdiction.  Nor  are  the  traces  of  them  few  in  the 
ecclesiastical  memorials  of  the  see  of  after  date,  as  the  future  pages  of  our  Anpntbfs 
will  shew: — in  which  we  havdi  Mandate  of  Oliver  Sutton  {A.D.  mccxci.)  addressed 
to  the  rural  Bran  of  Hoyland : — An  Inhibition  and  Monition  from  the  same  to  the 
same  (A.D.  mccxcii.)  : — An  Admonition  from  the  same  to  the  archdeacon  of  Bedford, 
relative  to  the  expences  of  the  bran  rural  of  Sheffbrd  (A.D.  mccsciii.) — A  Mandate 
from  the  same  to  the  tun  of  ©brtStfantig  of  Lincoln  (A.D.xccxcjv.): — An  Inhibition 
of  John  Dalderby  (A.D.  ucccix.)  addressed  to  the  beans  rural  of  C.  and  B : — An 
Inhibition  from  the  same  to  the  rural  bran  of  Northampton  (AD.  itcccxiv.)  :  and 
lastly,  A  Commution  of  Henry  Burgh  (A.D.  hcccxxxv.)  respecting  revenues  received 
by  brans  rural  and  others,  vacante  archidiaconatu. 

In  the  reign  of  Henry  VIII.  brans  rural  were  in  existence,  though  their  prefer- 
ments are  recorded  as  valueless.  The  Valor  EccUttatticut  of  this  king  notices 
many  of  the  incumbent  brans,  with  this  report  annexed — "prqfic'  ejutdem  btianat' 

per  annu -nil."     Several  of  the  Dem U»  seem  to  have  been  consolidated  and 

held  by  the  same  individual,  who  is  registered  as  Dtan  of  ©(irfsttanttj  of  Leicester, 
Oran  of  Framland,  of  Goscote,  of  Acley,  of  Sparkenhoe,  and  Goodlaxton.  (See 
Valor  Ecclet.  VoL  iv.  pp.85.  145.  149.  163.  173.  179.  182. 

At  the  latter  end  of  the  following  century.  Bishop  Gardiner  complains,  in  his 
Advice  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Diocete  of  Lincoln  {A.D.  mdcxcvii.),  of  the  want  of  rural 
brans.  "  Episcopal  visitation,"  he  writes,  "  has  an  eye  both  to  the  clergy  and  laity ; 
but  principally  to  the  clergy,  to  whose  care  and  conduct,  in  order  to  their  eternal 
salvation,  the  laity  are  committed.  This  is  a  vast  business  in  this  large  diocese,  and 
requires  great  diligence,  and  application  of  mind;  and  I  have  often  been  much 
concerned  and  grieved,  that  I  want  that  attutance,  of  which  the  constitution  and 
external  regiment  and  administration  of  this  church  has  been  provided :  I  mean,  the 
attutance  of  ratal  brans,  which  office  is  a  part  of  our  constitution,  and  is  yet  exer- 
cised in  some  dioceses  of  this  kingdom,  but  has  unhappily  been  disused  in  this  (for 
how  long  time  I  know  not),  to  the  great  loss  and  hindrance  of  ecclesiastical 
administration. 

"  By  the  impartial  and  diligent  execution  of  this  office,  the  bishop  might  be  eased 
in  a  great  part  of  that  duty,  which  is  too  heavy  a  burthen  for  bis  own  shoulders. 
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The  ignorant,  the  factious,  the  scandalous,  the  negligent,  the  dissenting,  might  easily 
be  detected  in  a  small  Otanrj ;  and  being  signified  to  the  bishop,  or  rather  first  of 
all  and  immediately  to  the  artftotaton,  might  be  timely  and  dnly  corrected,  and 
reformed.  For  the  archdeacon,  inhabiting  within  his  archdeaconry,  as.it  is  most 
proper,  might  easily  be  resorted  to  upon  occasion,  and  so  hear  and  amend  many 
faults,  which  might  be  brought  to  nun  by  the  rural  trait,  without  application  to  die 
bishop. 

"  If  a  bishop  of  this  extensive  diocese  was  provided  of  active  and  faithful  persona 
in  the  several  beinrtrt,  which  retain  the  name,  yet  his  business  might  be  manageable, 
and  his  authority  and  government  useful ;  whereas,  for  want  of  these,  no  bishop  here 
can  do  so  much  and  so  well  as  be  might  be  willing  and  glad  to  do." 

In  a  iH».  Letter  of  the  same  prelate,  addressed  to  Dr.  White  Kennett,  two  years 
later — viz.  Nov.  3,  mdcxcix. — he  expresses  an  earnest  desire  to  have  rural  otan* 
re-appointed,  as  "  likely  to  be  usefull  officers  in  the  diocese,  especially  in  the  present 
-  condition  it  is  in,  where  none  of  the  six  archdeacons  reside  in  their  archdeaconries ; 
by  reason  of  which,"  says  the  bishop,  "  I  want  necessary  information,  and  the  people 
usefull  admonition  and  correction,  of  which  I  have  been  sensible  ever  since  I  took 
this  great  charge  upon  me :  therefore  it  has  been  much  in  my  thoughts  to  restore  the 
office  of  rural  oranS  ;  which  may  supply  the  deficiency  of  the  archdeacons,  who  have 
incroached  much  upon  their  office, "  &c. 

The  vicar  of  Ambrosden,  in  reply,  "  blesses  God  for  moving  his  Lordship  to 
restore  such  an  antient  and  most  usefull  custom  of  the  church,  as  that  of  rural  Deans' ; 
and  does  not  question  but  his  wise  example,  and  the  visible  good  effects  of  it,  will 
soon  dispose  his  R.  EL  brethren  to  the  same  laudable  practice,  than  which  nothing 
would  more  recover  the  fatal  decaies  of  ecclesiastical  discipline,  or  more  reinforce  the 
trne  spirit  of  religion." 

Whether  Bishop  Gardiner  carried  his  intentions  into  execution,  and  availed  him- 
self of  the  sensible  suggestions  of  his  antiquarian  correspondent,  elsewhere  reported, 
I  am  entirely  uninformed.  No  documents  of  any  kind  are  known  to  me  bearing 
upon  the  Dttanat  office  of  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  from  the  days  of  Henry  Burgh  to 
those  of  James  Gardiner ;  that  it,  from  near  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  to  quite  ■ 
the  close  of  the  seventeenth  century  ;  nor  have  I  any  of  later  date  to  lay  before  my 
readers,  till  we  come  down  to  our  own  times.  I  do  not  believe  that  Deanfl  rural,  if 
they  were  restored  by  Bishop  Gardiner,  enjoyed  a  long-lived  existence. 

The  lack  of  such  total  thurtb-orUinartrs:  during  the  past  century  is  too  plainly 
demonstrated  by  the  condition  of  the  ecclesiastical  buildings  in  the  archidiaconate  of 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


Sect.  XVII.]  Sioccftt  of  lintoln.  413 

Lincoln,  on  the  evidence  of  Dr.  Goddard  before  the  Ecclesiastical  Conns'  Commis- 
sioners. To  the  question — "  In  the  coarse  of  your  visitation1,  what  did  yon  find  to 
be  the  general  state  and  condition  of  the  parochial  churches  and  chapels  ? "  (See 
EccUtiatt.  Court*'  Commit*.  Report,  A.D.  mdcccxxxii.  p.  134.) 

The  archdeacon's  reply  is—"  I  found  it  extremely  bad  when  I  first  came,  in  con- 
sequence of  there  having  been  no  parochial  visitation  for  forty  years,  and  of  the 
archdeaconry  having  been  seldom  visited  in  person,  even  at  the  general  places  of 
visitation.  The  result  was,  that  some  *  of  the  churches  were  tailing  down,  and  a 
great  many  others  were  out  of  repair.*'  Again,  at  p. 137,  Dr.  Goddard  says  of  the 
glebe-bouses,  that  "  some  of  them  are  out  of  repair;" — and  farther,  that  "  repairs 
ordered  by  his  predecessor.  Dr.  Gordon,  forty  years  before,  had  never  been  executed." 
— Again,  of  the  clergy  he  says,-  that  "  he  has  had  occasion  to  represent  them  to  the 
bishop  repeatedly.*' 

Surely  it  will  not  be  deemed  impertinent  to  suggest,  after  this  painful  enumeration 
of  the  evils  consequent  on  the  absence  of  parochial  visitation,  that  "  where  arch- 
deacons are  prevented,  either  by  the  distance  of  their  usual  residence,  by  the  small- 
ness  of  their  income,  or  by  infirmity,  from  complying  in  person  with  the  canon 
which  requires  the  visitation  of  every  church  subject  to  their  jurisdiction  once  in 
three  years,  such  failure  of  personal  superintendence,  in  *onu  degree,  may  be  supplied 
by  the  appointment  of  raul  arm*."  (See  Church  Reform,  by  Archdeacon  Berens, 
Chap.  vi.  p.  119.) 

At  the  solicitation  of  Archdeacon  Goddard ',  Bishop  Kaye  revived  the  office  within 
the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln  a  few  years  ago  {A.D.  hdcccxxtx.),  and  it  appears  to 
have  worked  well.     Indeed,  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  archdeacon  himself  to  the 


(')  Dr.  Goddard  visited,  parochially,  four  hundred,  out  of  five  hundred  and  sixteen  parish 
churches  In  ths  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln. 

{*)  According  to  the  diocettn  retvrrufran  England  and  Wait*  for  the  gear  KDCCCXXxi.,  It 
appears  that  there  are  no  leu  than  one  hundred  and  ninety-two  clergymen  licensed  to  non. 
residence  in  the  diocese  of  Lincoln,  on  account  of  the  want  or  unJUne^i  of  parsonage-housea  ; 
and  that  there  are  seven  dilapidated  churches :  a  greater  number  than  appear  in  any  other 
diocese,  save  Norwich — where  are  too  hundred  and  eighty-thru  non-resident  clergy  upon 
the  plea  stated,  and  four  dilapidated  churches. 

(')  Had  the  dioeeso  of  Lincoln  been  alaaye  presided  over  by  such  prelates  as  Bishop  Kaye 
and  Archdeacon  Goddard,  things  would  not  have  been  as  above  represented  i  such  as  they 
are,  they  are  in  nowise  attributable  to  these  active  and  energetic  rulers,  nor  to  other  existing; 
officers ;  they  hsve  arisen  in  a  Ions;  series  of  years,  from  the  utter  destitution  of  parochial 
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point  of  its  efficiency,  in  the  preface  to  his  Charge  (A.D.  mdcocxxxiii.) — "  To  the 
ratal  oranfi,"  saya  Dr.  Goddurd,  "  whose  efficiency  during  their  five  yean  of  office 
vindicates  the  propriety  of  the  having  renewed  that  appointment  within  the  archdea- 
conry, I  beg  to  repeat  my  acknowledgments.  Nothing  ia  wanting  to  render  that 
efficiency  complete,  but  an  improvement  in  the  discipline  itself." 

Since  the  above  was  written,  I  have  had  the  honour  of  a  second  letter  from  Bishop 
Eoye,  in  which  his  lordship  informs  me,  that,  in  the  other  archdeaconries  (Bedford, 
Stow,  Bucks,  Hunts,  Leicester),  the  office  has  not  been  revived — "  because,"  the 
bishop  says,  "  the  archdeacons  had  done  so  much  in  their  parochial  visitations,  that 
its  revival,  within  the  jurisdictions  enumerated,  was  rendered  unnecessary." 

When  the  office  was  restored  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln,  search  was  made  in 
the  registry  for  a.  form  of  appointment  or  commution;  but  none  was  found,  nor  any 
document  whatever  relating  to  the  subject  The  following  Instrument.  (N°.  9)  was 
drawn  up  for  that  o 


1.  Manoatum  ne  Ccbubteria  Ecclesjarom,  per  pbcora,  vel  aliter,  macular) 
tolersntur. 

OLIVERUS,  &c  tkramo  Hoyland,  &c  Quia,  in  ultima  visitatione  nostra  tWH- 
turttt*  Hoyland,  inter  camera,  quffidam  reformatione  digna  andivimus;  nt  puts,  cceme- 
teiia  ecclesiaram  parodnalium,  per  pecora  rectorum,  vicariorom,  capellanonun,  et 
nliorum,  tnrpiter  maculari ;  aire  per  defectum  clausum,  sive  per  quorundam  negli- 
gentiam,  ant  alias  ex  proposito ;  ipsorum  etiam  locorum  sacrornm  immunitatem 
alias  multipliciter  violari :  Nob  circa  pnemissa  remedium  congruum,  debita  executione, 
adhiberi  volentes,  vobis  in  virtnte  obediential)  firmiter  injungendo  mandamus,  qua- 
tenus,  ne  pnetacta  in  tttanstu  vestro,  de  ctetero,  tolerentur  et  fiant,  curam  pervi- 
gilem  adhibere  cureds;  in  his  temere  excedeoteB  aaiaadversione  condign*  canonice 
poniendo. 

Dal.  apnd  Kyrketon  in  Hoyland,  decimo  quinto  calendas  Julii,  anno  Domini 
o  ducenteauno  nonagesimo  primo,  et  pontificatus  nostri  duodecimo. 

Onghton 'b  Fbrmvtar.  VoL  n.  p.  291.  N*.  ccckvi. 
Regut.  Lincoln.  Sutton.  Mem.  fol.  27. 
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2.  Inhibitio  nb  in  Ecclesia  vel  Gemetebio  neqotia  bxercbantur  secularia  ; 
necnon  mohitio  contra  parogbianos  ad  contribuendum  eroa  rrfect10nbm 

SEU  CONSTRUCTIONS!!  CaSIPANILIS  EcCLESIf. 

OLIVEEUS,  &c.  o«ano  de  Hoyland,  &c.  Ciim  mercata  teneri  diebus  DominicU, 
rc  in  ecclesiis  et  earum  domibus  secularia  exerccri  negntia,  prohibeant  canonicre 
sanctionea;  vobia  firmiter  injuugendo  mandamus,  quatenus  in  ecclesia  de  Maltou,  et 
vicinis,  per  tres  dies  Dominicos,  proiime  post  pnesentmm  receptiouem,  intra  Divi- 
norum  solennia,  sub  poena  excommunicationis  facialis  solenniter  et  publics'  inhiberi, 
ne  quia  upud  Malum,  diebus  Dominicis  mercata  tenere.seu  in  ecclesia  ejuadem  villa;, 
vel  ipsius  cceraeterio,  secularia  negotia  esercere,  prtecipuS  redditus  lalcorum  eiigendo 
et  colligendo,  pneaumat;  cum  non  hujasmodi  usibus,  Bed  divino  cultui,  dies  et  loca 
prsdicti  speciatiter  deputentur:  Id  contrarium  facientea,  censura  (qua  convenit)  vice 
nostra,  canonice  compeseentes.  Ad  hsec;  cum  ait  consonum  juri,  nt  parochiani 
locoram,  ad  reparationem  seu  construe tioneni  eeclesiarum,  nolentes  contribuere,  su& 
sponte,  ad  id  per  censuram  ecclesiasticara,  ratlone  prseviA,  compellaiitnr ;  vobia 
firmiter  injungendo  mandamus,  quatenus  parochianoa  ecclesia?  de  Malton  ad  refec- 
tiouerti  sea  construe tionem  campanula  ejuadem  ecclesia?,  faciatis  contribuere,  prout 
decet:  contradicentes  et  rebelles  censura  hujusmodi  cauonice  compellentes. 

DaU  apod  Croyland,  secondo  nonaa  Septembria,  pontincatus  nostri  anno  tertio 
decimo. 

Oughton's  Fbrmular.  Vol.  n.  N°.  ccciviti. 
Regist.  Lincoln.  Sutton.  Mem.  fbL  10. 


3.  Admomitio  Episcopalib  Archidiacono  facta,  db  sumptibus  Bttano  ztutali 

ALLOC  ANDIS. 

OXJVERUS,  &c.  orSdali  arcludiaconi  Bedfordiensis,  salutem,  &c.  Hugo,  rector 
ecclesia;  de  Edwurth,  nobis  conquerendo  monstravit;  Quod  ipatun  ad  ausceptionem 
officii  bttanatu*  de  SbeSbrd  compellero  nitimini,  nihil  aibi  assignato,  in  recompensa- 
tionem  moram  samptnnm  et  laboris ;  propter  quod,  ad  nostram  andientiam  (nt 
iimril)  appellant :  Nos  vero,  inter  vos  et  snbditos  vestros,  pacis  tranqnilHtatem  magis 
nntrire  volentes,  quam  litem  (ques  qnandocnnqne  rampit  vincnltun  cbaritatia)  vobia 
■nadeudo  mandamus,  quatenus  prnfatoa  rabditoa,  ad  hnjnamodi  officiorum  onera 
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supportanda,  per  allectlvas  exhortationes,  inducere  stodeatu :  cum  ea  subire,  maiime 
propria  stipendits,  compelli  nou  valeant  (ut  videtur)  inviti. — Vulgaris. 

Dat.  apud  vetus  tcmplum  London,  undeciino  calendas  Decembris,  anno  Domini 
millesimo  ducentesimo  nonagesiino  tertio,  et  pontificstug  nostri  anno  quarto  decimo. 
Ougliton's  Formular.  Vol.  n.  p.  156.  ND.  olxxit. 
Segitt.  Lincoln.  Sutton.  Mem.  fol.  86. 


4.  Alia  Formula  Mandati,  nb  Ccbmbteria  maculbntub, 

OLIVERUS,  &c.  ttrtsno  ©hiijtttfinftatfa  Linoolniensis,  &c.  Ctim  ccemeteria 
nonnulla  civitaris  Lincolnienaia,  turn  per  pecora,  cum  per  eject*  et  eiFusa  a  domibns 
circumhabitantium,  enormiter  conculcata  existant,  nos,  lantam  deturpadonem  saac- 
tuarii  Domini  ulteriua  sustinere  nolentes,  vobis  mandamus  quatentis,  assumptis  vobis 
cum  tarn  de  parochianis  locorum,  quam  lliis  virla  fide  dignis,  contra  hujusmodi  con 
culcationem,  quid  per  murarionem,  quid  per  aliam  clausuram  deceutem,  prospiciatis 
honeste :  contradictores  vobis  et  rebelles  in  hfic  parte,  authoritate  nostra,  canonic* 
compescentes. 

Dot  Lincolnis,  decimo  qninto  calendas  Aprilia,  anno  Domini  millesimo  ducen- 
tesimo nonageaimo  quarto. 

Oughton's  Formular.  VoL  n.  p.  292.  N°.  cccx  v  ii. 
Regist.  Lincoln.  Sutton.  Mem.  fol.  1 19. 


6.  Inhibitio  nk  Srcularia  Judicia  in  Ecclbsiis  vbl  baeum  Ccsmbteriis 
tknxamtur. 

JOHANNES,  &c.  de  C.  et  de  B.  Decani*,  &c  Urget  nos  professionis  nostra; 
debitum  et  astringit,  ut  constitntiones  eanonicaa  observemos,  et  a.  noatris  mciamus 
HubditiB  obaervari.  Cum  igitur  ne  in  eccleana,  earumve  ccemeteriis,  aecolarinm 
judiciorum  strepitaa  babeantnr,  ant  in  illis  causa  aliqua  per  lalcos  agitetur,  statuta 
canonica  interdicant,  nos  (juita  invents  in  ulrima  viaitarioue  nostra,  quam  super 
durum  et  populnm  nostra  diiBceau  exercnimus)  interdictnm  hujusmodi  contemni  a. 
pluribua  nostris  snbditis,  perpendentes,  vobis,  in  virtute  obedientiie  committimus  et 
mandamus,  quateuiis  illud  in  singulis  etcleaus  parochialibus  et  capeUis,  per  Qtcsoatu* 
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vestros  constitutis,  tribus  diebua  DominicU  ecu  timtivis,  post  pneeeutium  reception  em, 
intra  divinorum  solemniu  public&  publican,  et  obeervari  firmiter  faciutia :  in  conttarium 
facdentes,  per  censurum  ecclesiasticam,  canonic*  compescendo. 

Dot.  apud  Lidington,  tertio  idua  Januarii,  anno  Domini  mUlesuno  trecentesimo 
nono. 

Oughton's  Formvlar.  Vol.  n.  p.  293.  N°.  cccxx. 
Regut.  Lincoln.  DaUterby  Mem.  foL  145. 


6.  Alu Inhibitio  neMehcata  tenbantub,beu  ne  quis  Negotiationes  exerceat 
in  ecclesia,  seu  ctkmeterio. 

JOHANNES,  permisaione  Diving  Lincolniensis  episcopus,  dilecto  in  Chriato  filio 
Drrano  Northamptonienai,  salutem,  &c  Ad  nostrum  nuper  pervenil  auditum,  quod 
quidam  iniquitatia  filu  in  ecclesia  omnium  sanctorum  Northamptonieusi,  et  ipsius 
ccemeterio,  mcrcnla  fadant  et  negotiationes  exercent,  tarn  diebua  feriatia  quom  non 
ferintis,  de  domo  Dei  speluncam  latronnm,  et  domain  djaboli,  tauter  faeientes ;  cum 
in  hujusmodi  oontractibus  se  adinvicem  decipiant,  vel  intendant  decipere,  contra, 
nentea;  nullatenus  advertentes  qualiter  Dominus,  in  tantum  abhoiret  in  templo 
negotiationum  commercia  exerceri,  quod  vendentea  de  templo  ejicere  voluit  et 
ementea:  Qnocirca  vobia  (in  virtute  obediential)  firmiter  injungendo  mandamus, 
quatenns  in  dicta  ecclesia  tribus  diebus  Dominicia,  aeu  festivis,  intra  Divinorum 
solennia,  inhibere  curetis  in  genere  et  publice  (sicut  decet)  sub  pcena  excommunka- 
tionis  majoris,  ne  quia  de  quibusvis  rebus  venalihuB  in  ipsa  eccleaia,  vel  ccemeterio, 
mercatum  teneat ;  nee  ullam  prorsus  negotiationem  exercere  preaumat ;  ne  ibi  detnr 
peocandi  occasio,  aut  deprehendantnr  peccata  committi,  ubi  peccatorum  eat  Tenia 
postulanda:  contra  eosque  qui  inhibitionum  vestrarum  hujusmodi  inventi  fuerint 
contempt  ores  taliter  procedatis,  eorum  inaolentiaa  compeacendo,  quod  punita  trans- 
greaaionia  exemplar  alios  conaimilibus  retrahat  ab  ofiensis :  hujusmodique  iuhibitio- 
nem,  cum  facta  fuerit  in  ecclesift  antedicta,  in  aliis  eccleaua  vestri  lit  tana  In*  vidnis 
(de  quibus  videbitur  expedire)  facialis,  cum  soiemnitate  quft  eonvenit,  temporibua 
congruia  publican. 

Dai.  apud  parcum  Stowie,  quinto  calendas  Januarii,  couaecrationis  nostra?  anno 
quinto  decimo. 

Oughton'a  Formuiar.  Vol.  n.  p.  293.  N".  cccxtx. 
Regiit.  Lincoln.  Daiderby  Mem.  fol.291. 
VOL.  II.  E  E 
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7.  Commissio  ad  Audiendum  Ratiocinia  de  Reditibcs  AjtCHIDIACONATUS  TAG ANTI9. 

HENRICUS,  &c.  dilecto  in  Christo  filio  magistro  Johanui  de  Wottesden,  rectori 
ecclesiEe  de  Cortenbale,  nostra;  dioecesis,  salutem,  gratiam  et  benedictionem.  Ad 
audkndum  ratiocinia  ndraiuistrationis  magistri  Willielmi  Legal,  rectoris  ecclcsiK  de 
Burton,  nostra?  dkecesia  prsedictse,  nuper  officialis  archidiacoui  Norths mtonieoss 
defunct!,  et  omnium  et  smgulorum  llttanotum  nrchidiacouatih  NorthamtonieiuU,  et 
omnium  aliorum  archidiaconi  prtedicti  muustrorum  in  fructibus,  redditibus,  proven- 
tibus,  et  perquisites  quibuscunque  quoe  &  die  parascevea  proximo  praeterito  (quo  die 
diet  us  archidiaconus  diem  suum  clansit  supremum)  recepernnt;  et  qui  ratione  vaca 
tionis  archidiacoualus  ejusdem,  ad  nos  pertinent,  de  consuetudine  approbati ;  oecnon 
eoadem  magistrum  Willielmum,  taftanof  ac  alios  ministros  prtedictos,  ad  natiafaeicn 
dum  nobis  de  fructibus,  redditibus,  et  proventibus,  et  perquisite  proedictis,  per  quas- 
cunque  censures  ecclesiastic  as,  in  eventu,  canonice  rompellendum ;  et  cartera 
faciendum  qusa  in  pnemissu  requiruntur  agenda ;  vobis  vices  nostra!  eommittimu*, 
cum  ooertjonu  canonicae  poteatate. 

Dat.  apud  Eboracum,  tertio  idus  Maii,  anno  Domini  milleaimo  trecenteaimo  tri- 
cesimo  quinto,  et  consecrationis  nostra;  quinto  decimo. 

Oughton's  Formular.  Vol.  it  p.141.  N°.  cliii. 
Brgitt.  Lincoln.  Burgh.  Mem.  tub  7V.  Mem.  fol.  290. 


H.  Wahhant  fob  compiling  a  Valor  Bknkficiorum  by  ftural  Btans  and  dhapttr*. 

EODEM  anno  (mccliv.)  Dominus  Papa  ad  instantiam  regit  Anglia  concessit 
eidem  decimam  totiua  ecclesie  Anglicans:  per  triennium  percipiendam,  esceptis 
ordine  Cytlercienti  et  HotpUaUorum  et  Templariorum,  et  licet  divereas  literas  sigi- 
latlm  antea  diversis  super  hoc  demandasset,  tandem  tamen  eisdem  revocatia  et  non 
obstantibuH,  W.  epitnopo  Nbrwicetui  hoe  precise  demau  davit  exequendum.  Idem 
autem  episcopus,  licet  invitus,  mandato  liujusmodt  obtemperana,  per  totum  regnnm 
in  singulis  rapirulw  cujuscunque  dioecesis  fecit  oeranum  et  tres  rectores  vel  vicarios 
qui  fuerint  majoris  auctoritatis,  pro  sua  voluntate  jurare  sub  forma  in  ejusdem  Uteris 
contents  subsequent!  :— 
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liter*  lEpfflcopt  Ttfortoutnjsffs  lExetulori*. 
Waltskus,  permisaione  Divinft  Norwicenria  epucopiu,  negotii  Crucis  executor 
&  sede  apostolica  depntatus,  discretia  viris  Oftano  <£hriiftianital(g  de  Lafford,  et  juratia 
de  capitulo,  salutem  in  Domino.  Cam  nuper  convocatis  vobis  et  aliis  de  ottanatu 
vestro  viris  fide  dignia,  sacramentum  a  vobis  receperimua,  quod  profit  vobis  iaferius 
injungetur,  justs*  sestimationes  omnium  ecclesiaaticorum  beueficiorum  fideliter  inqni- 
reretia ;  vobis,  in  virtute  obediential  qua  sedi  apostolicsa  tenemini,  et  sub  religione 
sacramenti  ac  prent  perjurii, injuugimus,  quatenus  tAm  a  vestris  conscientiis  propriis, 
qtuW  reetoribus,  vicariia,  et  aliis  quibuscunque  personis  magls  videretia  expedire, 
plenius  inquiratis  veritatem,  quse  sit  justa  imHmttio  omnium  proventuum  ecclesiasti- 
corum  tain  majorum  quam  miuorum,  cujuscnmque  rant  exemtorum  vel  non  exemto- 
rum,  in  gctanatu  vestro  existentium,  et  qute  astimatio  decimarum  aeparatarum,  vide- 
licet si  quas  dedmas,  pensioned,  vel  alios  proventua  perdpiant  et  babeant  in  parochiia 
rectorura  eccleaiarum,  jure  speciali,  live  aliqais  nomine  eorum  eas  teneat.  Prasdietas 
aiqnidem  justaa  asatimauones  in  scriptia  fideliter  sub  poena  antedicta,  redigatia,  et  per 
literam  patentem  aignia  vestris  signatam  nobis  habere  facialis,  ad  terminnm  et  locum 
vobis  infra  pnefigendos.  Bona  autem  religiosomm,  que  non  pertinent  ad  ecclesiaa 
eis  appropriates,  nee  sunt  dedmaa  separate,  per  ipaos  religiosos  taxabnntnr,  at  abbatia, 
vel  cella,  aeu  prioratos,  ad  quos  hujusmodi  bona  pertinent,  in  vestro  fherint  otcanatu. 
Si  vero  in  vestro  btcanaru  non  existent,  bona  ipsorum  per  voe  taxabuntur,  et  eornm 
taxationem  nobis  dilucide  et  aperte  in  scriptis  habere  faciatis.  Damns  liquidem 
vobis  omnibus  et  singulis  plenam  poteatatem  compellendi  ad  jarandnm  omnee  et 
aingulos  de  oecanatu  vestro,  pro  veritate  vobis  in  hflc  parte  manifestanda,  prout 
melius  videritis  expedire  i  contradictores  et  rebelles,  si  quos  in  officio  vestro  invene- 
ritis,  per  interdict!  aut  excommunicationis  sentential,  nostra  freti  anctoritate,  com- 
peacenda  Conanlimus  inauper  ad  vestram  salntem  et  communem  liberationem,  quod 
in  taxationibus  faciendis  sic  diligentes  ac  veracea  sollicitudine  et  facto  vos  habeatis, 
non  obstantibus  aliquibos  taxationibus  prtehabitia,  ne  ex  post  facto  vestra  alii  facta 
et  dicta  acrutantea,  vos  inveniant  a  via  veritatia  manifests  declinasse,  et  in  tententiam 
exconimunicatioojs  inddisse,  que  per  aedem  apostolicam  in  omues  illos  qui  scienter 
in  dict3  decima.  subtrahends,  vel  non  aolvendS,  fVandem  commiserint,  promulgari 
demandatur.  Volumua  etiam,  si  justum  vobis  visum  fuerit,  quod  unnsquisqne  enjua 
ecclesia  tenetur  ad  firmam,  juxta  quantitatem  firms  quam  retipit,  respondeat  de 
decima,  dam  sua  vohtntate  et  communi  pactione  ipsa  firma  durabit.  Hoc  aiquidein 
offidum  vobia  in  remuanone  peecatorum  injungitnus,  concedentes  vobis  anctoritate 
aedia  apoatolicai,  ut  relax  adonis  indulto  omnibus  terra*  sancta?  sobvenientibus  par- 
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ticipes  effidomini  in  Domino.  Prtedietas  autem  Bastimationea  in  scriptis  fideliter 
redactaa  nobis  vel  certo  nuncio  nostro  sigillis  vestris  signatas  tali  die  apod  ZAchefdd 
habere  faciatis '. 

Annaiet  Monaiterii  liurione/uu  ab  anno  hiv.  ad  annum  mcclxiu. 
Rerum  Anglicarum  Scriptorum  Vetervm,  Tom.  i.  p.  334, 335. 
Oxonix,  iidclsxxiv. 


9.  Appointment  of  Rural  Stan  or  the  Diocese  op  Lincoln, 
bt  Bishop  Kaye,  A.D.  mdcccxxix. 

JOHN,  by  Divine  permission,  Bishop  of  Lincoln,  To  our  well-beloved  and 
reverend  brother  A.B.  clerk,  rector  of  C,  in  the  county  and  archdeaconry  of  D. 
and  diocese  of  Lincoln,  greeting — 

Whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  revive,  in  our  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln,  the 
ancient  office  of  rural  Otan,  in  order  that  by  persons  of  the  best  ability  and  integrity, 
in  each  of  the  ecclesiastical  divisions  called  branrftft,  both  we  and  our  archdeacon  of 
Lincoln  may  the  more  regularly  and  fully  be  informed  of  the  state  of  such  portion  of 
our  diocese — We  therefore  constitute  and  appoint  you,  by  these  presents,  to  be  a  rural 
titan  for  the  parishes  mentioned  in  the  margin  of  this  present  instrument,  during  onr 
pleasure,  requiring  of  you  punctuality,  care,  diligence,  and  accuracy,  in  inquiring, 
observing,  and  reporting  to  ns,  or  to  our  archdeacon  aforesaid,  all  things  relating  to 


(')  Ste  also  the  tame  annsli  of  the  year  MCCLV. —  Hotlandi  Lilrra  de  negetio  Crude, 
(pp.  351— SM.)  snd  the  Article*  of  Instruction  to  the  Beans  rural,  with  their  four  juntos  in 
(|apUr  assembled,  there  given  iu  full.  The  tiro  cloning  i'nu  are  worth  transcription  i — the 
other*  do  not  very  materially  differ  from  those  already  transcribed  : — 

Item,  OcraftBi,  cum  pradicataret  mittantur  ad  predicandum,  eitdem  ottiilol,  el  tie  atut/iuM 
et  eomilium  impendal  opportunum. 

Item,  berating  in  linautii  capital!*  ft  eccleeiii  parochiaMmt  erpuni  facial  frequenter  indut, 
gentiat  eruee  tij/nalit  a  domino  Pap&  induJlai,  videlicet  idem  privilegiuu  et  latdem  immunitatei 
qua  concern*  eunt  tie  qui  in  terrain  lanctam  efficax  in  bonit  eel  perianii  impenderint  auxiiium. 
(p.  SM-X 

That  a  '  tumultui  lacrymotui'  should  arise  among  the  clergy,  in  the  words  of  the  annalist, 
Under  such  exaction*  M  are  above  detailed,  is  not  surprising  i  nor  can  we  wonder  that  the 
proctors  of  the  archdeaconry  of  Lincoln  were  commissioned,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  body 
of  beneficed  clergy,  to  present  a  remonstrance  t  of  which  one  clause  was,  that  Rostsndus, 
the  papal  officio),  '  committit  stsss  mat  JrraniB  el  alih,  cum  adhie  won  camlet  de  tvajurit. 
dktitnt.'    (p.  368.) 
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the  churches,  chancels,  churchyards,  and  to  the  glebe- houses  of  non-resident  incum- 
bents, and  their  fences  and  enclosures.  And  in  order  that  yon  may  be  prepared  to 
make  the  said  reports  to  tu  intelligently,  and  npon  sore  grounds,  we  do  especially 
desire,  charge,  and  empower  you,  on  our  behalf,  as  does  also  out  archdeacon,  whose 
signature  is  subjoined,  to  visit  personally,  once  in  the  year  at  least,  every  church, 
chapel,  chancel,  church  and  chapel-yard,  glebe-boose,  and  glebe  of  non-resident 
incumbents,  and  their  fences  and  boundaries ;  and  to  leave  in  writing,  attested  by 
your  seal  and  signature,  an  order  at  each  place  visited,  in  the  hands  of  the  church-  or 
chapel-warden  (who  is  to  have  previous  notice  of  your  visit  and  to  be  in  attendance), 
signifying  the  repairs  and  restorations  which  agreeably  to  the  annual  Articles  of 
Inquiry  and  to  the  law,  shall  by  you  be  found  wanting.  And  we  farther  charge 
you  to  require,  within  a  time  to  be  by  yon  specified,  a  return  of  the  repairs  ordered 
having  been  effected ;  such  repairs  to  be  certified  by  die  minister  or  churchwarden. 
Yon  are  also  to  report  all  undue  disposal  of  the  church-property  in  the  hands  of 
churchwardens;  and  to  require  that  in  every  parish  a  distinct  churchwardens'  book 
be  kept,  and  in  it  an  entry  made  of  all  the  moveable  church-property  entrusted  to 
the  care  of  those  officers.  Lastly,  we  require  you  to  give  diligent  heed  to  all  such 
notices,  directions,  and  admonitions,  concerning  the  premises,  as  we  or  our  arch- 
deacon of  Lincoln  shall  forward  to  you;  which  will  very  much  assist  us  iu  the 
discharge  of  onr  duties. 

Given  under  our  hand  and  seal,  this  twenty-fourth  day  of  Jane,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  and  of  our  Translation  the  third. 


SECT.  XVIII.— JMMtfi  of  XIamDaf. 

THE  diocese  of  Ll&ndaff  comprises  three-fourths  of  the  county  of  Glamorgan,  and 
all  Monmouthshire,  excepting  seven  or  eight  parishes  belonging  to  Hereford  and 
Saint  David's1.     9raM  ruul  are  of  modern  introduction  into  the  diocese.     They 

(')  A  list  of  the  mral  bcaarinl,  with  their  subdivisions,  and  the  number  of  the  parishes 
oontslned  in  each,  has  been  supplied  by  the  bishop  of  Llandaff: — 


r  Llahdift. 


1.  Upper  Bsaarff— Southern  Division 

2. Northern  Division 

3.  Lower  ttMrg— Eastern  Division    . 
i.     Western  Division 
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are  not  recorded  in  (be  EccUtiaiticai  Volar*,  nor  in  the  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  of 
WiUdns. 

Bishop  Marsh  says,  that  he  "  revived  the  ancient  order  of  rural  btsnt "  here  during 
his  incumbency  (A.D.  mdcccxvi. — mdcccxix.) — which  looks  as  if  it  had  existed  at 
an  earlier  date.  It  was  continued,  by  Bishop  Van  Hildert  (J.D.  mdcccxix. — 
mdcccxxvi.)  ;  and  by  Bishop  Sumner  (A.D.mdcccxxvi. — hdcccxxvii.)  ;  and  is  tdD 
supported  by  Bishop  Copleston  (A.D.  mdcccxxxy.). 

During  the  short  period  that  Bishop  Sumner  occupied  the  see  of  LlandafF,  ratal 
Demit  appear  to  have  been  in  the  full  exercise  of  their  useful  functions.  They  are 
addressed  by  his  lordship,  in  his  primary  charge  in  mdcccixvu.,  in  the  following 
words : — "  The  appointment  of  rural  beans  has  been  attended,  in  its  degree,  with 
similar  good  effects ; "  (his  lordship  had  been  speaking  of  die  improved  condition  of 
ecclesiastical  buildings,  owing  to  the  ability  and  zeal  of  the  chancellor)  "  and  I  take 
this  opportunity  of  stating,  that  those  individuals  who  have  kindly  consented  to  sacri- 
fice a  portion  of  their  time  in  this  service,  will  render  me  essential  assistance,  by 
transmitting,  on  or  before  the  first  of  January  in  every  year,  a  detailed  report  of  the 
state  of  the  churches,  glebe-houses,  and  glebe-lands  under  their  superintendence. 
I  hope  I  am  not  expecting  too  much  in  requiring  this  annual  survey  from  them, 
considering  the  value  of  the  information  I  shall  thus  obtain,  and  the  expence  which 
may  be  saved  eventually  to  the  parishes  and  to  incumbents  by  a  little  timely  and 

Bf Mr*  or  G  jiomeath  oa  Cowaaioex.  j-Amim-a. 

6.  Upper  knarf— Eastern  Division 10 

6 Western  Division  ....  7 

7.  Lower  oranrp — Eastern  Division  ....         10 
8 Western  Division           ....        10 

Mow  MouTBBnian. 

9.  Beanru  of  Newport 16 

10.  Bsaira  of  Netherwent  or  Chepstow— Eastern  Dirion   .        10 

11 Middle  Division  11 

12. Western  Division         U 

IS.  BtnXD  of  U«k— Eultim  Division 

14 Western  Division 

15.  BMUrg  of  Abergavenny — Eastern  Division 

16- North- Western  Division 

17-     South-Western  Division 


»  to  that  of  Bristol. — 
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judicious  repair.  '  Let  me  also  call  their  attention  to  the  necessity  of  restraining 
chnrch  Hardens,  or  others,  from  making  alterations  without  the  sanction  of  the  or- 
dinary. In  all  cases,  except  those  of  mere  repair  and  restoration,  the  plan  of  any 
proposed  change,  interior  or  exterior,  should  be  submitted  to  him,  and  receive  his 
approval,  before  it  is  carried  into  execution.  Had  due  attention  been  paid  to  this 
rule,  some  of  those  deformities  would  never  have  been  permitted  to  exist,  which  now 
disfigure  the  regularity  or  obstruct  the  convenience  of  too  many  of  our  churches 
throughout  the  country.  If,  through  inadvertence,  the  parishes  most  contiguous  to 
the  residence  of  the  rural  Stan*  have,  in  some  instances,  not  been  assigned  to  them, 
I  shall  be  ready  to  consult  their  wishes,  by  making  any  change  which  circumstances 
appear  to  render  desirable." 


SECT.  XIX.— Woo*  of  Nottoitb. 

THE  diocese  of  Norwich  contains  the  entire  counties  of  Norfolk  (except  one 
parish,  which  belongs  to  the  see  of  Ely),  and  Suffolk  (except  four  parishes),  and 
sixteen  churches  and  chapels  in  Cambridgeshire  ,  It  is  distributed  into  four  arch- 
deaconries ;  viz.  Norwich,  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Sudbury.  Under  the  first  are  con- 
tained the  orantfrt  of  Norwich,  Blofleld,  Breckles,  Brisley,  Flegg,  Holt,  Ingwortb, 
Lynne,  Sparham,  Taverham,  Thetfbrd,  Tostres,  and  Walsingham.  Norfolk  arch- 
deaconry comprises  Brooke,  Burnham,  Crauwich,  Depwade.  Fincham,  Hingham, 
Hitcham,  Humbleyard,  Redenhall,  Repps,  Rockland,  and  Waxham.  Suffolk  contains 
the  tuavriff  of  Bosmere,  Carlesfbrd,  Cleydoa,  Colneys,  Dunwich,  Ipswich,  Hoxon, 
Loose,  Lothingland,  Orford,  Sampfbrd,  Southelmham,  Waynford,  and  Wilfbrd.  Sud- 
bury includes  Blackbourae,  Clare,  Fordham,  Haxtismere,  Stow,  Sudbury,  Thed waster, 
and  Thingo. 

Within  this  extensive  diocese  there  are,  at  present,  110  ratal  Own* :  but  it  is  sug- 
gested by  Mr.  Eitson  (Eccletitutical  Court*' Report,  mdcccxxxii.  p.  232),  that  the 
exercise  of  arcbidiaconal  authority  might  be  rendered  more  easy  and  effectual  by 
their  appointment  in  the  larger  archdeaconries,  and  particularly  in  those  of  the 

( ' )  The  Editor  ventures  to  call  the  attention  of  hi*  brother  rural  Statu  to  this  valuable 
hint  of  Buhop  Sumner'i,  ai  worthy  of  all  commendation. 

(  *)  It  ia  proposed  by  the  Church  Commiition  of  jraccexxxv.,  that  the  diocese  of  Norwich 
■hall  consist  of  the  oouutiei  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  with  certain  exceptions  mentioned  under 
EljE 
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county  of  Norfolk — the  local  situation  of  which  is  inconvenient  Still,  the  authority 
of  the  archdeacons  is  effectively  exercised  there,  by  Tegular  parochial  visitations,  at 
this  time ;  each  parish  being  visited  once  in  three  years,  Neglect,  however,  there 
must  have  been  in  times  past: — The  Diocetan  Returnt  from. England  and Wale*,  far 
the  year  mdcccxxxi.,  present  us  with  no  less  than  two  hundred  and  eighty-three 
clergymen  of  this  diocese,  who  are  non-resident  on  their  cures,  on  account  of  the 
want  or  unfUnest  of  partonage-hotuei ;  and  with  four  dilapidated  churches: — which 
assuredly  indicates  neglect  of  parochial  visitation  in  past  days,  however  regularly 
that  useful  branch  of  discipline  may  be  supported  by  existing  functionaries. 

11m  constitution  of  the  betanal  office  was  heretofore  in  this  diocese  of  a  peculiar 
character,  and  certainly  of  great  antiquity.  Hie  ratal  btanl  appear  to  have  been. 
forty-five  in  number,  at  their  full  zenith ; — twelve  belonging  to  the  archdeaconry  of 
Norwich,  twelve  to  that  of  Norfolk,  thirteen  to  that  of  Suffolk,  and  eight  to  that  of 
Sudbury.  All  of  them  were  collated  by  the  bishop,  and  enjoyed  their  twtanatrf  for 
their  natural  lives.  Hie  institution-books  of  the  see  do  not  begin  early,  though  the 
bishopric  was  founded  A.D.  vxcvi.  The  otana  rural  commenced  about  A.D.mclxxv., 
and  continued  till  about  A.D.  moil. — when  "  they  all  came  into  the  bishop's  hands,*' 
according  to  the  Historian  of  Norfolk;  and  "  their  jurisdiction  into  the  archdeacon's," 
to  whom  they  had  been  previously  subject  Numerous  notices  of  them  occur  in 
Wilkins's  Collection  of  the  CouncBi,  copied  into  our  previous  pages,  (the  earliest 
there  mentioned  being  in  the  episcopate  of  Walter  de  Suthfeld,  A.D.  mcclv. — 
CC.  M.  B.  et  B.  Vol.  r.  p.  708)  I  and  distinct  lists  of  the  successive  bean*  of  each 
beams  m  the  county  of  Norfolk  are  found  in  Mr.  Blom  field's /fofory.  See  ?6j.  B.  Jft. 
Part  in.  Sect  m.  p.  147.  note*. 

Those  in  existence  at  the  time  at  which  the  Valor  of  Henry  VIII.  was  compiled, 
are  mentioned  in  that  document. 

Dioc'.  Norwic.'  Com.'  Norn".  Valor  Eccle*. 

SiunxtW  de  Thetford  WuTin's  Hobbys  tetanus  ib'm.  Vol.  in.  p.  309. 


de  Rochland  Ric'us  Wright  Btcanutf  ib'm. 
de  Hyngham  Joh'nes  Hynde  o«anu«  ib'm. 
de  Brysaley  Will'm's  Aleyn  bfcaitus  ib'm.  . 
de  Crane  wyse  Robert'  Shyllyng  bt  tan',  ib'm. 
de  Breccles  Thomas  Garon  bttlut'.  ib'm. 
de  Burnham  Alano  Tilney  btcano  ib'm.  . 
de  Hycham  Joh'e  Ruste  becano  ib'm.      ■     . 


p.  316. 
p.  332. 

p.  329. 
p.  332. 
p.  337. 
p.  369. 
p.  374, 
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Die.'  Norwie.'  Com.'  Norff1.  Valor.  EecU: 

BctitUtltK  de  Fyncham  Thoma  Oxburgh  ttttano  Wm.  vol'. 

per  aim.  liii*.  iiijd.  xa.  inde  xvid  .     .   -  Vol.  m.  p.  376. 
de-  Tostres  Will'tno  Aleyn  bttan'.  A'm.  vol',  g  ami 

in*.  iiiid.  xa.  inde  iiij  d. is. 

de  Walsynghwn  Rob'to  Wadylove  Ottan*.  ft'm.  twP. 

^  OTtnu  xiii*.  iinrf.  xa.  inde  xvii. p.  385. 

de  Lynne  Henrico  Teale  el  Ric'o  Barnard  Otcan". 

ft"™,  mi/',  xxvi*.  viiui  xo.  ij».  viiid.     ....     p.  390. 

The  number  of  parishes  under  the  respective  H  taint  was  various.  One  in  Norfolk 
had  thirty-five  churches  subject  to  bun;  while  another  had  only  twenty-two.  The 
BttXMtt*  were  most  of  them  taxed,  and  paid  procuration*  and  tynodah ;  and  were 
considered  as  good  preferments  as  churches,  with  which  they  were  conveniently 


It  appears  that  "  the  tttnl  Dean*  had  the  probate  of  all  wills,  when  die  deceased 
had  no  moveables  but  in  their  Utanrn  only.  When  the  deceased  had  moveables  in 
two  btanrin*  and  in  the  same  archdeaconry,  the  probates  belonged  to  die  archdeacon. 
And,  when  the  deceased  had  goods  in  two  archdeaconries,  die  probates  belonged  to 
the  bishop ; — who  had  likewise  the  probate  of  the  wills  of  all  noblemen,  gentlemen 
bearing  arms,  and  the  whole  clergy." 

The  Dm  of  the  city  of  Norwich  (whose  seal  is  engraven  with  others  in  our  earlier 
pages)  seems  to  have  been  "  no  inconsiderable  person ; "  for  "  be  had  ecclesiastical 
jurisdiction  over  all  the  churches  in  the  city  (fifty-eight,  in  Edward  the  Third's  time), 
and  in  the  county  of  the  city,  viz.  die  suburbs — saving  only  eight  or  nine  under  the 
peculiar  jurisdiction  of  the  prior  and  convent.  He  had  a  right  also  to  halliday  tolls ; 
which  was,  a  penny  customarily  paid  by  every  baker,  butcher,  and  fishmonger,  that 
sold  their  commodities  on  holydays  and  Sunday  b  : — also  for  every  great  boat  that 
came  np  to  the  city  on  a  holy  day,  ld„  and  for  every  small  boat  a  halfpenny ;  and  for 
every  horse-load  a  halfpenny.  This  Dtanrn,  instituted  AD.  mccxvi.,  was  united  to 
the  contiguous  one  of  Taverham,  A.D.  mcccxxix.,  in  perpetuity;  and  the  last  colla- 
tion to  the  two  was  A.D.  woxri.     It  paid  no  Peter- pence  to  the  Pope." 

About  A.D.  hdlxxx.,  Bishop  Freak  suggested  the  revival  of  these  officers,  in  a 
paper  sent  by  his  chancellor  to  a  diocesan  synod ;  "  recommending  ratal  own*  or 
Snpttiirtrabnita,"  says  the  annalist  of  the  Reformation,  "  to  inspect  and  take  care  of 
the  diocese  under  the  bishop ;  and  particularly  for  providing  monthly  prophesying*, 
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(if  it  might  be  permitted),  or  sermons,  in  the  several  btmrirt,  to  be  preached.  At 
which  the  respective  rural  htm0  to  be  present,  and,  to  prevent  schisms  and  factions, 
to  be  moderators.  And  thereat  likewise  various  businesses,  respecting  the  abuses  of 
bishops'  courts  and  their  offices,  and  inspection  into  the  behaviour  of  the  clergy  and 
laity  in  each  parish,  to  be  transacted.  It  bore  this  title,  A  form  of  government 
exhibited  by  the  Chancellor  of  Norwich."  See  the  document  following  (N°.  2) ;  and 
Strjpe's  Annali  of  the  Reformation,  VoL  n.  Part  n.  anno  mdlxxx.  pp.  382.  695. 

It  is  probable  that  this  proposal  of  Freak's  was  acted  upon ;  or,  at  least,  that 
Attain  rural  were  re-instated  upon  some  new  footing,  their  elder  constitution  having 
been  abrogated  fort;  years  before.  For  we  are  told  by  Dr.  Prideaux,  (Direction*  to 
Churchwardeiu,  9th  edit  p.  179),  "they  continued1  Acre,  and  made  their  annual 
presentations  at  diocesan  synods  till  the  Rebellion  A.D.  mdcxll"  "On  the  Restora- 
tion of  King  Charles  II.  the  keeping  of  these  synods,  as  also  the  appointing  of  ratal 
bunt,  were,  by  Bishop  Reynolds  (a  preabyterian  in  principle,  though  then  promoted 
to  this  see)  both  let  down,  to  the  great  damage  of  the  church  in  this  diocese,  and  have 
never  since  been  revived  in  it ;  and  perchance  now,  after  so  long  a  disnsage,  it  would 
be  in  vain  to  attempt  it,  especially  in  our  present  circumstances.*' 

"  Bishop  Lloyd  went  so  far  in  his  primary  visitation,  as  to  name  ratal  tumt*  m 
every  burnt*  of  the  diocese ;  but  found  such  opposition  to  it,  both  from  the  per- 
verseneas  of  some  persons  who  thought  themselves  concerned  in  interest  to  oppose  it, 
as  well  as  from  the  ill-temper  of  the  times,  which  we  were  then  fallen  into,  that  be 
was  forced  to  let  all  drop,  and  proceed  no  further ;  and  so  it  most  rest  till  a  more 
favourable  juncture  shall  arise  for  the  setting  of  all  right  again  that  hath  gone  wrong 
among  us.  For  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  there  is  in  the  lap  of  Providence  an  appointed 
time  yet  to  come,  when,  through  God's  mercy  towards  as,  discipline  may  be 
thoroughly  revived  in  this  church,  and  Christian  religion  again  restored  to  its  pri- 
mitive purity  in  it ;  although,  through  the  ill-disposition  of  the  present  times,  it  may 
justly  be  feared,  that  without  a  long  purifying  in  the  furnace  of  affliction  there  will 
be  no  attaining  thereto.  I  pray  God  grant  the  end,  whatsoever  may  be  the  means, 
whereby  we  are  to  be  brought  to  it" 
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1.  Precept  to  the  KursI  Son  of  Hecham,  in  the  Diocese  op  Norwicb, 
peom  the  Commission  sits  op  Henry  VIII. 

DIOC  NOEWIC. 
Bttanatu*  ds  Hecb&m.     Com'  Norf'. 

.  ROGER  TOUNESHEND  Knyght  Thomas  Lestraunge  Knyght  Xpofer  Jenney 
sjeannt  at  the  lawe  William  Conyngesby  &  John  Mynne  Auditour  Comissicffis  of 
onr  so?eigne  Lord  the  King  in  die  Conntie  of  Norfolk  among£  other  assigned  by 
vertue  of  the  Kingg  Comysnon  under  his  grete  aeall  for  the  valuacion  of  the  true  ft 
juste  yerli  values  of  all  &  siogler  possessions  maners  londf  teut£  hereditament^  ft 
other  r>fitg  aswell  spuall  as  tempomll  appteynyng  or  belonging  unto  eVy  maner  of 
dignite  monaster!  priory  chnrche  collegia!  charche  conventnall  nsonage  vicarage 
channtery  freechapel  or  other  dignite  office  or  nmocion  spuall  aawell  in  placya 
exempt  as  not  exempt  within  the  wad  Conntie.  To  John  Ruute  Scan  of  the  5B  tsar  it 
of  Hecham  Send  Gretyng  willing  ft  comaunding  yon  on  the  belialve  of  oar  seid 
aoveyn  Lord  that  ye  with  all  spede  &  diligence  all  excuses  &  delayes  sett  apart 
ymmediatli  npon  the  light  of  this  onr  ncept  doo  give  monicion  ft  warning  unto  all 
ft  e?y  peon  vicar  chanteri  preest  aswell  admordaed  as  not  admortised  masters  of 
hospitals  &  freechapels  aswell  in  places  exempt  as  not  exempt  within  your  seid 
9f awto  that  thei  &  eij  of  them  ymmediatly  npon  yo*  monicion  ft  warnyng  so  to 
them  yeven  doo  make  ft  cause  to  be  made  in  writing  a  true  clere  distincte  Duculer  ft 
•avail  yerli  values  of  all  ft  singler  maners  londg  teBtg  glebes  demeans  rentg  posses- 
sions tithes  ohlacions  porcions  pensions  ft  all  other  pfit£  aswell  spuall  as  temporall 
in  eny  wise  belongyng  or  appteynyng  to  evy  suche  peonage  vicarage  hospital 
channtery  or  freechapeu  in  eny  place  within  this  Realme  of  England  or  eny  other 
the  Kingg  Domynyons  deducting  yerly  onto  of  the  same  theis  deductions  onli  fol- 
lowing &  non  other  that  is  to  say  the  Rente  resolute  to  the  ebeif  Lorde  of  the  fee 
ft  other  »«titi»11  ft  ppetuell  rentg  ft  chargys  which  evy  suche  peon  vicar  chauntery 
preest  master  of  liospitalls  ft  freechapells  Is  or  be  bounden  to  pay  to  eny  pson  or 
nsoos  to  their  heirea  or  snccessonra  forev  or  to  give  yerli  in  almcs  by  reason  of  eny 
fundacion  or  other  ordinaunce  thereof  heretofore  made  and  also  all  yerly  fees  for  the 
Steward  Reccd.vo'  Bailif  Aaditonr  with  sinages  ft  pxies  And  they  ft  evy  of  them  to 
certifye  the  same  yerli  values  ft  deductions  in  writing  so  made  onto  na  in  their  oun 
neons  at  suche  day  tyme  ft  place   as  we  shall  ahortely  heraiter  furthermore  pfixe 
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unto  them  within  oon  dayes  wamyng  And  also  that  ye  doo  certifye  unto  as  the 
nnmys  of  all  &  siiigler  suche  psonys  vicara  r.huuntery  preestg  masters  of  hospitals  & 
freecb&pels  as  ye  shall  so  admonishe  &  gife  warnyng  onto  in  that  behalf  Thus  to 
doo  at  the  Towne  of  Litill  Walaingham  the  Monday  next  after  Dnica  in  albis  nest 
comytig  by  nyne  of  the  clok  in  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day  with  this  oar  pcept  to 
you  directed  And  that  ye  faill  not  thus  to  doo  as  ye  will  therfore  answere  to  our 
eeid  so'veyn  lord  at  your  farther  perell  in  that  behalf  Yeven  under  our  Seallys  the 
xiiij*  day  of  March  in  the  xxj*  yere  of  the  reigne  of  our  seid  so'veyn  Lord  Kins; 
Henry  the  eight 

»„  ,»,„,..  j     T„tr„  „„.,„  i  Beianu*  Bttauaf  de  Hich"m  in  Axchidecon)      , 
fefarW    JohesRurteJ      Nerf  a«»i  ™W J"" 


ROGER  TOWNTSHEND  Knyght  Thomas  Lestrange  Knyght  Xpofer  Jenney 
'xjeaunt  at  the  lawe  Wyllm  Conyngesby  4  John  Mynne  Auditor  coin  invasions  of 
our  So^aygne  Lorde  the  Kyng  in  the  Countie  of  Norn™  amonge  other  assigned  by 
vroe  of  the  Kyngg  Commysaion  under  his  greet  sesll  for  the  valuacon  of  the  true  4 
just  yerly  values  of  all  &  singler  possessyons  mans  lond^  tentg  hereditamentg  &,  other 
pfittg  as  well  temporall  as  spuall  appteynynge  o'  belongynge  onto  evy  man  of  dig- 
nyte  monasty  pryory  church  coUegiatt  chnrcbe  conventuall  peonage  vicarage  chanty 
freechapell  or  other  diguyte  office  or  pmocon  spuall  as  well  in  placg  exempt  as  nott 
exempt  w^iu  the  seid  County.  To  John  Rust  Beam  of  the  Btanrtt  of  Hecham 
Sende  Gretynge  wiHynge  &  commawndynge  you  on  the  bebalff  of  our  seide 
Sovaynge  Lorde  that  thou  w'  all  spede  &  dilygens  all  excuses  &  besynes  &  delayea 
sett  apte  immedyatly  upon  the  sight  of  this  our  pcept  do  gife  monycon  &  wamynge 
unto  all  &  evy  neon  vycare  chanty  preest  as  well  admortised  as  not  admortised 
maisters  of  hospitaRs  &  free  chapels  as  well  in  placg  exempt  as  nott  exempt  w*in  thy 
saide  Btamit  that  they  &  evy  of  theym  upon  monicon  &  warnynge  nowe  by  yone 
to  be  geven  unto  theym  beynge  sevally  wl  e"vy  of  theym  in  writynge  the  distynct 
sevall  &  pticler  yerly  values  of  all  ther  nsonagg  vycaragg  &  other  spuall  possessyons 
&  temporall  pfittg  accordynge  unto  the  report  &  effect  of  the  last  pcept  &  comawnde- 
ment  to  theym  nowe  of  late  geven  by  us  the  seide  Comroyasyons  on  the  behalfF  of 

our  seid  Sdvaying  Lorde  A  that  they  &  evy  of  theym  appere at 

BornhNn  Westgat    the   Wednesday   next    after  Lowe    Sondaye      And   that  yee 
the  under  Constabillg  &  also  the  Churche  wardens  of 


iciii-c,  Google 


Ski.  XIX.  «.]  MottM  of  Noitoltb. 


evy  of  the  Townee  trfn out  seid  Sdvainge  Lord 

that  they  &  evy  oftheym  psonally  apj> Owen  the 

Oiinle  daye  of  Anriell  in  the  sivj"  yere 

Pflior.  JEcc/c».  tempore  Rf£u  Henrici  Octavi. 
fVom  (Ac  Augmentation  Office,  VoL  vr.  p.  i. 


2.  A  Form  of  Government  by  Jftural  Beans',  oa  $uprr[nttnl)mt» ;  exhibited  by 
tab  Chancellor  of  Norwich,  from  the  Bishop. 

THE  strength  of  God's  enemies  being  grown  so  universal ;  and  their  spreading  so 
dangerous  to  the  state ;  and  licentious  looseness  of  life  through  corruption  of  eccle- 
siastical officers  so  untamed ;  that  it  is  time  that  ecclesiastical  government  be  put  in 
due  and  severe  execution,  without  affection  and  corruption,  according  to  the  whole- 
some laws,  provided  and  established  in  that  behalf. 

And  for  that  the  bishop  is  counted  in  the  law  the  pastor  of  the  whole  diocess,  in 
consideration  thereof  that  antient  father  cry  eth  out ;  Fa  mild :  rum  esstm  de  numtro 
damnatorum,  ti  non  ettem  de  numero  pralatorutn.  And  therefore  bound  to  have 
a  special  knowledge  of  every  particular  man  of  his  diocese,  as  near  as  possibly 'he 
may.  And  he  must  devise  and  practise  the  most  certain  and  ready  way,  to  set  before 
his  eyes,  as  it  were  is  one  view,  the  true  estate  and  platform,  and  every  several  part 
thereof. 

To  which  end,  since  it  appears  by  antient  records  in  the  bishop's  office,  for  these 
three  hundred  years,  that  certain  choise,  picked  men  were  appointed  and  authorized 
in  every  several  fitanrs,  called  in  law  ortanf  niralnt ;  and  in  the  bishop's  canons, 
HupfflOtmotnttS ;  that  is,  some  preachers,  resident  in  the  Qtsnrg,  orderly,  grave, 
learned,  discrete,  and  zelous :  it  is  necessary  to  renew  and  revive  that  antient,  com- 
mendable practice. 

Whereby  the  commissaries  and  officials,  to  the  great  ease  of  the  country,  and 
avoiding  excessive  charges,  may  be  enjoined  to  keep  their  circuits ;  and  once  a  year, 
or  twice  at  the  most ;  whereto  law  restraineth  them. 

In  whose  visitation,  what  selling  of  the  peoples  sins,  without  any  regard  or  consi- 
deration of  duty  at  all ;  what  unfiling  of  verdicts  for  mony;  what  manifold  corrup- 
tions and  briberies  are  used  by  abase  of  registers ;  all  the  whole  country,  with 
detestation,  seeth.  And  thereupon  most  men,  by  the  abase,  do  utterly  contemue  all 
ecclesiastical  government 
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Whereas  the  Dmr  rural  or  flupetlnttnotnt,  (if  praphene  may  continue,)  to  prophesy; 
if  not,  to  a  sermon  every  month,  may  call  the  ministry  and  questmen.  And  then  and 
there  inquire  of  all  disorders.  And  to  compound  and  reform  the  lesser,  laid  certify 
to  the  bishop  the  greater. 

Which  euprrtntrnbntt  shall  make  faithful,  careful,  and  diligent  enquiry,  not  only 
of  every  minister  in  the  fttanrn,  but  also  of  every  man  of  account ;  which  may  either 
be  profitable  or  dangerous  to  the  state,  in  their  several  parishes.  And  exhibit  their 
nanus,  according  to  every  several  btantj),  in  a  fair  long  parchment  scrole,  to  the 
bishop,  or  his  chancellor ;  to  remain  with  them,  or  either  of  them :  giving  advertise- 
ment from  time  to  time,  of  their  amendment,  or  wsxing  worse  and  worse.  Whereby 
the  bishop  shall  be  able  to  cut  off  any  mischief,  as  it  first  springetA  forth ;  and  be  a 
most  notable  instrument  of  advertising  and  preserving  the  estate.  Besides,  by  the 
authority  resident,  and  as  it  were  over  watching  the  behaviour  of  the  neighbours 
round  about,  all  smaller,  usual  offences,  as  swearing,  drunkenness,  leud,  lascivious 
talk,  and  such  other  enormities,  which  are  as  it  were  entrances  into  the  more  grievous 
and  enormous  sins,  may  be  restrained  and  punished.  Which  now  are  jesting  matters, 
of  small  account. 

The  better  countenance  and  assistance  of  which  DssAjt  total,  such  justices  of  the 
peace  as  are  zelous  in  religion,  and  favourers  of  the  gospel  and  state,  are  to  be 
moved  and  required,  to  help  and  fortify  their  lawful  proceedings :  to  be  present  at 
their  solemne  assemblies  and  preachings ;  to  their  better  encouragement,  and  the 
good  example  of  the  common  sort. 

And  whereas  there  hath  been  a  solemne  order  of  long  time  commonly  observed, 
that  every  Sunday  a  publick  sermon  hath  been  used  and  frequented  in  the  Greenyard 
in  Norwich;  it  were  very  convenient,  that  these  Mtnrrintcnotntt,  having  open  warn- 
ing of  their  days  appointed  at  the  synod,  should,  as  it  were  in  course  be  called,  to 
supply  that  place :  not  onely  to  testify  to  all  the  world,  and  to  make  manifest  to  the 
enemies  of  the  troth,  the  uniformity  and  consent  in  religion  ;  but  also  to  confer  with 
the  bishop,  and  his  chancellor,  touching  the  several  scrolls  of  every  QtantD,  exhibited,  as 
before ;  to  impart  unto  them  of  the  amendment  of  the  former  abuses  certified.  And 
to  take  both  order  and  courage  to  precede  in  the  same  or  other  accordingly. 

And  whereas  now  the  usual  synods  are  gathered  together  only,  as  a  briday,  to  set 
and  spend  their  mony,  (the  synod-mony  not  commonly  received  then,  but  committed 
over  to  the  registers  at  their  pleasure  otherwise,)  these  KuntHnUnutttM,  whom  the  law 
termeth  iestet  tynodatet,  assembling  and  meeting  there,  and  having  countenance  of 
the  bishop  or  chancellor,  setting  openly,  as  their  assistants,  if  any  slothful  or  disorderly 
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minister,  or  other  person  whatsoever,  after  Ida  often  private  or  public  admonitions, 
should  not  amend  and  conform  himself,  he  might  there  be  rebuked,  or  suspended, 
before  all  the  clergy  of  the  diocese,  and  the  whole  congregation  there  assembled ;  to 
his  speedy  amendment,  and  the  example  and  terror  of  others.  Where  also  the 
bishop  or  his  chancellor,  being  advertised  by  conference  with  them  of  all  disorders, 
might  give  present  order  for  redress.  And  for  the  undoubted  fears  of  maintaining 
schism ea  and  factions  in  prophetyinga,  if  they  were  established,  or  preachings  other- 
wise, these  HupmntrnOntM,  being  conformable  men,  are  to  be  appointed  moderators 
of  the  exercise. 

And  whereas  law  hath  plainly  forbidden,  that  process  out  of  the  court  should  be 
awarded  to  be  served  by  the  adverse  party,  or  any  of  his  assignment,  whereof  we  see 
by  daily  experience  the  inconveniency ;  for  that  the  adversary,  keeping  the  process 
by  him,  will  await  rach  time  and  business  of  the  party,  that  he  cannot  appear,  and 
often  such  slender  returns  are  made  as  bear  no  credit :  it  were  greatly  to  the  further- 
ance of  justice  and  indifferent  dealing,  all  process  should  be  directed  to  the  ttuprrfn 
ttnkrxM  in  their  several  Deanrirl,  by  their  officers  to  be  executed,  and  returned 
authentically  according  to  law.  Whereby  the  subject  shall  have  no  cause  of  grief; 
and  justice  better  may  be  executed. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  the  usual  courts  of  archdeacon*  should  hereby  be  abridged : 
nay,  the  lawful  authority  of  archdeacons  shall  be  renewed  and  established;  and  their 
unlawful  usurping,  to  the  great  charges  and  trouble  of  the  country,  restrained ;  and 
law  duely  exercised  without  corruption.  Beside,  that  this  office  of  fiuprritttraoent  is 
presumed  by  common  law  to  be  joyntly  at  the  bishops  and  the  archdeacons  appoint- 
ment, unless  the  customs  and  prerogative  of  the  bishop  be  otherwise.  Which  is  to 
be  proved  by  continuance  above  three  hundred  years,  by  antient  record,  without 
interruption,  only  to  appertain  to  the  bishop  or  Norwich.  Whereby  the  archdeacon's 
right  is  shut  out,  in  appointing  himself  joynt  with  the  bishop :  howsoever  he  be  in 
law  a  common  officer  of  both. 

And  whereas  probates  of  wills,  and  granting  of  administration,  as  matter  of  civil 
law,  are  therefore  committed  to  the  queen's  disposition  and  jurisdiction ;  for  that  the 
law  presumeth  the  bishop,  for  his  profession,  to  be  a  man  of  that  conscience ;  and 
for  his  wisdom  a  man  of  that  policy  and  care,  most  tenderly  to  provide  for  the  state 
of  widows  and  orphans ;  their  parents  and  husbands  so  deceased :  the  corruption  of 
the  officers  hath  been  such,  and  the  greediness  of  registers  so  intolerable,  that  men 
of  these  countries,  presuming  for  a  little  mony  thereupon,  have  not  feared,  either  to 
suppress  the  testators  true  will,  making  him  dy  intestate;  or  to  alter  and  forge  his 
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will  after  his  decease.  For  that  the  officers,  one  greedily  matching  before  another. 
without  due  examination  or  consideration  of  the  circumstances,  either  unawares,  or 
wittingly,  through  corruption,  prove  these  wills  by  a  proctor.  Whereby  the  party 
deemes  himself  to  have  taken  no  oath  :  and  therefore  may  do  what  he  list,  as  moat 
free.  For  remedy  whereof  these  juperinUnDrate  might  do  great  service  to  us,  if  any 
should  dy  within  their  ftraHfD,  to  send  for  the  minister,  or  some  of  the  parish,  to 
examine  the  truth  of  the  will  without  alteration;  or  the  occasion  of  his  dying 
intestate. 

Which  all  might  be  very  well  done  at  their  assembly  at  prophrritt,  or  preaching 
every  month  or  fortnight  Whereby  all  those  which  otherwise  of  devotion  would  not 
peradventure  frequent  those  exercises,  might  upon  occasion  of  necessary  basines  da 
it  Then  the  SuprriirttnomM,  upon  tryal  and  knowledge,  taking  the  parties  oath,  to 
forth  it  to  the  officers,  there  to  be  proved  accordingly.  This  one  service  of  the  Bttprr- 
fnttltbtnt*  would  staye  infinite  suites. 

And  whereas  the  strength  and  comfort  of  God's  people  consistent  in  mutual  love, 
peace,  and  amity,  how  many  wrangling  suites  of  defamation,  tiths,  and  other  causes, 
shall  his  wisdom  and  discretion  cut  off,  before  they  rise,  even  at  home ;  for  the  per- 
fect knowledge  he  may  quickly,  or  roust  already  needs  have  of  his  neighbours  causes. 

If  it  be  objected,  that  the  archdeacons  may  prove  wills,  (although  by  common  law 
they  cannot,)  yet  let  them  set  down  what  by  prescription  or  composition  they  may 
truly  chalenge :  and  let  every  man  have  his  own.  Or  let  order  be  set  down,  what 
value  the  commissary  or  official  shall  or  may  prove.  And  let  them  enjoy  the  same. 
But  in  the  mean  season  let  not  that  frivolous  delay  hinder  the  course  of  ecclesiastical 
discipline !  which  all  good  men  groan  for  ;  and  without  the  which  speedily  put,  and 
wisely  and  strongly,  in  execution,  the  enemy  will  even  swallow  up  the  state. 

And  whereas  the  lewdness  of  apparitor*,  scouring  of  the  countries;  following 
their  masters  trade  and  exercise ;  some  have  been  detected  of  forty  marks  bribery  in 
half  a  quarter  of  a  year,  in  half  a  bfanrj) ;  the  suntrfntenotnt  shall  cause  some 
honest  religious,  quick  person,  to  whom  he  shall  upon  his  credit  commit  those 
things  he  shall  be  put  in  trust  with.  Who  attending  every  consistory  day  upon  the 
court,  may  certify  and  return  all  processes ;  and  advertise  of  all  abuses,  needing 
reformation. 

And  if  the  making  of  ministers  be  according  to  the  late  canon  ordered,  as  well  for 
their  competent  sufficiency,  as  public  ordering  upon  due  and  severe  examination  of 
half  a  dozen  of  such  incorrupt  persons,  as  the  bishop  shall  name,  with  a  testimonial 
of  their  allowance,  subscribed  and  delivered  to  the  bishop  under  their  hands:  and 
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farther,  for  inch  as  be,  upon  presentation,  made  by  their  patrons,  instituted  to  any 
benefice,  one  day  in  the  week,  and  one  time  appointed,  when  and  where  they  come 
to  be  examined ;  punl  then  and  there,  in  presence  of  the  bishop  or  chancellor,  with 
four,  five,  or  six  others,  orderly  appointed,  and  requested  to  take  pains  therein :  that 
as  well  the  parties  sufficiency,  thorowly  sifted  and  known;  and  consideration  of  the 
greatness  of  his  charge,  the  quantity  of  his  living',  and  the  necessity  of  the  time,  and 
the  party  likewise ;  to  pass  their  allowance  subscribed  under  their  own  hand.  Which 
exhibited  to  the  bishop,  the  bishop  then  to  set  to  his  hand  of  allowance.  And  not 
otherwise  to  pass  the  chancellor ;  to  whom  the  institution  by  my  lord  bishops  graunt 
appertained!. 

I  do  not  see,  but  the  minister  thus  sifted,  before  his  entrance  into  the  ministry,  or 
taking  any  benefice,  and  by  watchful  oversights  of  HuptrfntrnornW,  urged  to  usual 
speaking  at  the  exercises,  and  restrained  by  admonitions,  and  other  censures  ecclesi- 
astical, from  their  loose,  loitering,  or  gredy,  covetous  life;  the  preaching  of  the 
gospel,  and  other  usual  exercises  of  religion  so  frequented ;  but  the  word  of  God 
would  flourish,  the  enemie  be  daunted,  who  could  not  lurk  in  any  corner ;  and  her 
majesty  have  an  assured,  safe,  and  quiet  government;  my  lord  bishop  in  part  perform 
his  great  charge  ;  and  his  officers  enjoy  the  true  comfort  of  performing  their  duty  to 
the  uttermost  of  their  power.  And  that  which  is  worth  all  the  world,  the  number  of 
the  elect  appear  more  and  more,  by  the  means  of  preaching,  the  ordinary  and 

effectual  means  of  their  vocation.     But  this  must  be  done  without  revocation 

and  it  must  be  ready  to  be  put  in  execution  before  it  be  known  to  the  enemy. 

Strype*i  AititaU,  Vol.  11.  Part  it,  p.  695.  last  Edit. 


SECT.  XX.— Biocrst  of  ©rfoto. 

THE  diocese  of  Oxford,  comprising  the  entire  county  of  Oxford,  formed  part  of 
the  see  of  Lincoln,  until  the  year  mdxli.  ;  when  it  was  erected  into  a  separate  bishop- 
rick  by  King  Henry  VIII.  ft  consists  of  one  archdeaconry,  within  which  are  the 
rutal  Dttnritn  of  Aston,  Burceater,  Chipping  Norton,  Cuddesden,  Deddington, 
Dorchester,  Henley,  Oxford,  Whitney,  and  Woodstock.1 

(')  It  is  proponed  by  the  Church  Commisiion  (A.D.  hscccxxxv.)  that  the  diocese  of 
Oxford  shall  be  increased,  by  the  addition  of  the  county  of  Buckingham,  from  the  dioeeie  of 
Lincoln,  and  of  Berkshire  from  that  of  Salisbury. 
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Bishop  Seeker,  in  his  Fifth  Charge  to  the  Clergy  of  Oxford,  notices  "the  antiquity 
of  the  useful  institution  of  rural  DtSM,  its  continuance  from  before  the  Conquest  till 
the  great  rebellion,  and  its  restoration  afterwards  in  several  dioceses,  and  particularly 
in  this  of  Oxford  by  die  admirable  Bishop  Fell."     See  Seeker's  Charge*,  p.  185. 

I  cannot  carryback  the  brtanal  history  of  this  diocese  beyond  the  days  of  the  latter 
prelate ;  whose  method  it  was,  according  to  White  Kennett,  to  ordain  rata!  brawl,  by 
oral  declaration,  at  bis  times  of  visitation.  "  The  last  so  nominated  "  by  this  "  excel- 
lent judge  of  men  and  merits,"  "  in  the  Dtanrn  of  Bnrcester,  was  Mr.  Samuel  Black- 
well,  B.  D.  then  vicar  of  that  church ;  who  (as  an  exemplary  supervisor  of  the  clergy, 
and  a  diligent  assertor  of  the  rights  of  the  church)  had  been  duly  qualified  for  the 
office,  if  it  had  continued  in  all  the  dignity  and  authority  of  its  primitive  institution.** 
Set  JH#.  abumOa,  Parochial  AntiqwUiei,  Vol.  ti.  pp.  358,  370. 

In  the  interval  between  Bishops  Fell  and  Seeker,  the  office,  probably,  was  dormant, 
or  the  latter  prelate  had  referred  to  its  uninterrupted  exercise,  as  an  argument  for  its 
continuation  in  his  own  days : — instead  of  which,  he  merely  says,  "  I  should  be  glad, 
with  your  approbation,  to  set  it  up  once  more  amongst  us,  in  such  form  as  might  be 
most  beneficial  and  satisfactory :  but  contented  at  present  with  hinting  the  matter, 
I  leave  and  recommend  it  to  your  serious  thoughts."  See  Seeker's  Fifth  Charge, 
A.D.  mmcliii.     Charge*,  p.  186. 

Bishop  Seeker  was  soon  afterwards  translated  to  the  arcbiepiscopal  see  of  Canter- 
bury ;  and,  it  may  be,  never  matured  the  appointment  adverted  to.  But  of  this  I 
speak  diffidently,  having  received  no  communication  whatever  from  Oxford  on  the 
subject  of  my  inquiry,  save  the  following  form  of  commission  from  the  Rev.  Charles 
'  Burlton,  Fellow  of  New  College.  It  is  the  instrument  now  used  in  the  appointment 
of  tHxnt  rural  by  Bishop  Bagot,  who  revived  the  office  four  years  ago. 

To  the  circumstance  of  this  revival  the  bishop  alludes,  in  his  Charge  addretted  to 
the  clergy  of  the  diocese  at  Ass  tecond  violation,  August  UDCCGXxxiv.,  in  the  following 
words : — "  And  here  let  me  seize  the  natural  opportunity  of  expressing  the  obliga- 
tions, both  of  the  clergy  in  general,  and  of  myself  in  particular,  to  the  rural  tan*  of 
this  diocese. 

".When  1  last  addressed  you,  the  restoration  of  that  office  was  only  in  contempla- 
tion. We  have  now  the  satisfaction  of  observing  it  in  actual  operation ;  of  seeing 
how  materially  it  is  calculated  to  increase  the  usefulness  and  efficiency  of  the  esta- 
blishment ;  and  of  bearing  testimony  to  the  highly  beneficial  results  which  have  arisen 
from  its  re-institution. 

"  To  the  present  holders  of  the  office  in  their  respective  vtanritft,  high  praise  is 
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dae ;  and  in  your  name,  my  reverend  brethren,  and  my  own,  I  beg  to  tender  them 
our  sincere  and  united  thanks,  for  their  zealous  discharge  of  their  duties,  for  the  ready 
attention  they  have  paid  to  our  various  communications,  and  to  the  sound  judgment 
and  amiable  spirit  with  which  their  functions  have  been  administered."     P.  16, 

The  rural  owns  of  this  diocese  constitute,  with  the  archdeacon,  the  committee  of 
management  of  the  Oxford  Diocesan  Society  in  aid  0/  Queen  Anne'*  Bounty  for  the 
Augmentation  of  the  Maintenance  of  Incumbent*  of  tmaU  Benefice*.  They  also 
undertake  to  act  us  the  Oxford  Diocesan  Local  Board  to  the  Clergy  Mutual  Auurance 
Society. 

A  list  of  the  rural  brans  is  given  in  that  excellent  periodical,  the  Britixh  Magazine 
for  September  mdcccxixii.  (Vol.  u.  p.  84.) 


Appointment  of  Stan  l&ural  in  the  Diocese  op  Oxford,  by  Bishop  Baoot, 
A.D.  hdcccxxxi. 

RICHARD,  by  Divine  permission,  Bishop  of  Oxford,  To  our  well-beloved  and 
reverend  brother,  J.  B.  clerk,  M.A.,  rector  of  N.  G,  in  the  Otanru  of  C,  in  the  county 
and  diocese  of  Oxford,  greeting — 

Whereas,  we  have  thought  fit,  upon  mature  consideration,  to  revive  the  ancient  use 
of  rural  Dean*,  that  we  may  be  fully  informed,  at  all  times,  of  the  state  of  our  whole 
diocese — We  therefore  constitute  and  appoint  you  by  these  presents  to  be  a.  rural 
bran  of  the  btanrn  of  C,  And  we  require  your  fidelity  and  diligence  in  observing, 
inquiring  into,  and  annually  or  oftener  reporting  to  us,  or  our  archdeacon,  as  the 
case  may  require,  all  such  things,  within  the  said  btanrn,  as  it  may  be  proper  for  us, 
and  useful  for  the  diocese,  that  we  should  know ;  particularly  respecting  the  condition 
of  the  churches,  chancels,  and  churchyards,  the  preservation  of  the  parish  registers, 
the  state  of  the  glebe-houses,  glebe-lands,  and  all  things  thereunto  belonging,  to  the 
intent  that  we  may  take  such  measures  as  the  circumstances  of  the  respective  cases, 
and  the  general  welfare  of  the  diocese,  may  seem  to  require.  And  whereas  it  is 
expedient  that  we  should  have  certain  information  of  the  vacancy  of  benefices  within 
our  diocese,  we  hereby  require  you,  as  soon  as  the  avoidance  of  any  living  within 
your  D(anr|i  shall  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  to  notify  the  same  to  us ;  and,  further, 
we  desire  yon  to  see  that  the  churchwardens  of  such  vacant  parish  make  suitable 
provision  for  the  service  of  the  church  until  the  induction  of  the  new  incumbent. 
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And  we  doubt  not,  bat  believe,  that  yon  will  readily  and  willingly  use  ail  diligence 
in  the  before-mentioned  matters,  and  such  other  matters  and  things  at  may  appear  to 
promote  the  general  well-being  of  the  diocese,  although  the  same  are  not  expressly 
mentioned  in  this  our  Commission. 

Given  under  onr  hand  and  episcopal  seal,  the  sixth  day  of  July,  in  the  year  of  oar 
Lord  One  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  and  of  our  consecration  the  third. 


SECT.  XXI,  -BtoM»e  of  3?  ct  (thorough. 

THE  diocese  of  Peterborough  was  created  by  King  Henry  VIII.,  being  taken  from 
the  see  of  Lincoln.  It  contains  the  counties  of  Northampton  and  Rutland,  excepting 
three  parishes  in  each ;  and  constitutes  one  archdeaconry — within  which  are  the  rural 
geanrits  of  Brackley,  Daveutry,  Haddon,  Higham  Ferrers,  Northampton,  Oundle, 
Peterborough,  Preston,  Rothwell,  Welden,  Alstow,  East,  Oakham-Soke,  Rutland 
aiiiu  Martinsley,  and  Wrungdike.' 

Bishop  Marsh  "  revived  the  ancient  order  of  rural  Qtftn* "  within  this  diocese  in 
the  year  mdcccxx. — being  induced  to  do  so  for  the  reasons  so  clearly  and  satisfactorily 
alleged  in  pp.  16,  seqq.  of  his  Charge  delivered  at  the  vitilation  in  July  mdcccxxiii. 
My  readers,  I  am  sure,  will  be  glad  to  have  these  reasons  laid  before  them,  in  the 
learned  prelate's  own  words,  and  his  interesting  account  of  the  complete  success 
which  attended  the  labours  of  the  newly-restored  parochial  visitors. 

"  If  a  bishop  thinks  it  expedient,  he  may  visit  parochially,  and  examine  in  person 
the  several  churches  of  his  diocese.  But  it  is  more  usual,  and  generally  more 
adviseable,  to  delegate  the  office  to  others.  At  present,  the  visitations  of  bishops  are 
synodal ;  they  assemble  their  clergy  at  stated  places  once  in  three  yean ;  and  in  the 
other  two  years,  synodal  visitations  are  holden  by  their  archdeacons.  Beside  die 
synodal  visitations  of  the  archdeacon,  the  duty  of  parochial  visitation,  which  in  the 
early  ages  of  the  church  was  performed  by  the  bishop,  became  gradually  transferred 
to  the  archdeacon,  or  archdeacons,  of  the  diocese.  But  if  a  diocese,  containing 
nearly  tout  hundred  parishes,  has  only  one  archdeacon,  the  business  of  parochial 

(')  The  Church  CommiaUm  Report  of  kdccciiiv,  suggests  that  the  diocese  of  Peter- 
borough shall  consist  of  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Rutland ,  and  Leicester ;  the  last 
county  being  added  to  it  from  the  present  diocese  of  Lincoln. 
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n  in  no  leas  difficult  for  the  archdeacon,  than  it  is  for  the  bishop.  A  personal 
inspection  of  all  the  churches,  chancels,  and  glebe-houses,  throughout  this  diocese,  if 
conducted  with  minute  attention  to  the  state  of  soundness  and  decay,  in  the  various 
materials  of  the  respective  buildings,  to  the  condition  of  the  sacred  utensils  and  vest- 
ments, to  existing,  abuses,  or  neglects  on  the  part  of  those  to  whom  the  care  of  such 
things  is  entrusted,  could  not  be  duly  performed  by  one  person  in  the  course  of  a 
whole  year.  And  when,  after  all  that  employment  of  time  and  attention,  the  defi- 
ciencies have  been  discovered,  which  are  too  often  observable,  when  &  parochial  visi- 
tation is  bolden  for  the  first  time,  there  still  remains  the  important  duty  of  seeing 
that  the  defects  are  duly  remedied.  For  this  purpose,  a  second,  and  even  a  third 
parochial  visitation  may  be  required.  And  how  can  a  service  be  in  this  manner 
repeated,  when  even  the  first  performance  of  it,  if  duly  executed,  would  be  attended 
with  so  much  difficulty  and  inconvenience  P 

"  For  these  reasons  1  have  revived  in  this  diocese,  as  I  did  in  the  diocese  of  LlandsJf, 
the  ancient  order  of  rural  Beat:*.  And  I  take  the  first  public  opportunity,  which  has 
presented  itself,  since  my  primary  visitation,  of  explaining  the  motives  which  have  led 
to  the  appointment  of  rural  Otan«  in  this  diocese.  I  am  anxious  to  guard  against  an 
inference,  which  might  otherwise  be  drawn  from  it.  The  appointment  of  rural  oranfi 
implies  no  previous  neglect  of  duty.  I  have  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  uniform 
support  which  I  have  received  from  the  archdeacon  .of  this  diocese.  I  have  only 
relieved  him  from  a  trust,  which,  from  its  very  magnitude,  requires  more  exertion, 
than  can  be  expected  from  any  one  man,  however  active  and  laborious. 

"Even  the  division  of  the  diocese  into  osanrfes,  if  only  one  bran  had  been 
appointed  to  each  Otanto,  would  not  have  afforded  sufficient  advantages  for  the 
purpose  of  parochial  visitation.  Though  the  limits  therefore  of  the  ancient  fcranrfw 
have  been  retained,  the  otanttt H  themselves  have  been  divided  into  two,  three,  or  four 
parts,  according  to  their  magnitude ;  and  a  rural  Stan  has  been  appointed  for  each 
division.  Without  transgressing  the  limits  of  the  iMantirfl,  it  was  impossible  to  assign 
an  equal  number  of  parishes  to  every  division.  But,  in  general,  they  vary  only  from 
ten  to  fifteen.  The  divisions  and  the  appointments  have  likewise  been  so  arranged, 
that  the  rural  Dean*,  though  they  amount  to  twenty-six  throughout  the  diocese,  reside 
each  of  them  imthm  the  division  to  which  they  are  appointed.  The  parishes,  there- 
fore, which  are  subjected  to  their  inspection,  are  all  within  an  easy  distance  from  their 
own  homes. 

"  Having  described  the  plan,  I  will  now  relate  the  beneficial  effects,  which  have 
resulted  from  it.      In  the  first  place,  a  mass  of  information  has  been  obtained 


Jigged  byG00gle 


<3ppenW*\— lEnBliflt)  Somnunl*.  [Pakt  II. 


respecting  the  stale  of  the  diocese,  sach  as  never  could  have  been  obtained  by  any 
other  means.  The  ana  were  of  the  rata!  tfmjt,  in  the  schedule  of  queries  proposed  to- 
them,  describe  the  state  of  the  churches,  with  particular  reference  to  the  walls,  the 
roof,  the  pavement,  the  windows  and  doors,  the  pulpit  and  desk,  the  font,  the  pews, 
the  bells,  and  the  various  articles,  which  are  necessary  for  Divine  Service.  They 
observe,  whether  the  churches  receive  any  injury,  from  the  want  of  proper  ventilation, 
from  accumulations  of  earth  on  the  outside,  or  from  improper  modes  of  carrying  off 
the  water  from  the  roof  By  attention  to  these  objects,  the  necessity  of  repairs  is 
frequently  prevented.  The  same  attention  is  paid  to  the  state  of  the  chancels.  The 
condition  of  the  churchyards,  the  condition  of  the  glebe-houses,  the  preservation  of 
the  parish  register,  the  state  of  the  parochial  schools,  have  likewise  been  carefully 
examined.  The  reports  therefore  of  the  ratal  Beans  have  afforded  to  the  bishop  a 
knowledge  of  his  diocese,  for  which  he  cannot  be  sufficiently  thankful  But,  impor- 
tant as  their  services  would  have,  been,  had  they  merely  supplied  authentic  records  on 
the  slate  of  the  diocese,  their  services  have  been  extended  much  further.  The  report* 
to  the  bishop  have  been  subordinate  to  the -general  plan  of  amelioration,  which  has 
been  carried  into  effect  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  rural  Deans.  I  should 
greatly  exceed  the  limits  of  this  charge,  if  I  described  the  very  numerous  improve- 
ments, which  have  been  made  in  the  churches  of  this  diocese  since  the  time  of  my 
primary  visitation.  But,  in  returning  thanks  to  the  rural  Deans,  I  must  not  omit  to 
make  my  acknowledgment  to  the  parochial  clergy  in  general,  who  have  received  the 
rural  brawl  with  uniform  kindness,  and  have  not  only  aided  them  with  the  best  advice, 
but  have  cheerfully  assisted  by  their  personal  attentions.  Nor  roust  I  neglect  to 
express  my  approbation  of  the  laudable  conduct,  which  has  been  generally  displayed, 
both  by  the  churchwardens  and  the  parishioners  in  the  several  DtanrltSJ,  even  where 
the  reparation  of  the  churches  has  been  attended  with  considerable  expeuce." 

A  report  having  reached  me,  that  Deans  rural  had  ceased  to  act  in  their  most  useful 
capacity  of  parochial  visitors  within  the  diocese  of  Peterborough,  in  consequence  of 
some  doubts  being  raised  as  to  the  bishop's  power  of  constituting  them,  to  which  the 
opinion  of  the  lawyers  was  said  to  be  unfavourable,  I  was  induced  to  apply  to 
Bishop  Marsh  for  more  positive  information  on  that  point  His  lordship  obligingly 
replies  (Feb.  24,  hdccgxxxiv.),  that  rural  beans  still  continue  to  exist,  though  not  in 
such  a  state  of  activity  as  they  were  on  their  first  appointment.  Having  obtained 
almost  all  the  information  which  he  wanted,  he  has  not  urged  them  to  further 
exertions :  still,  they  occasionally  make  such  returns  as  exigencies  may  require.  Me 
is  not  aware  of  any  objection  having  been  made,  or  any  objection  being  possible  to 
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the  appointment  itself.  He  baa  never  attempted  to  give  them  any  jurisdiction  like 
that  exercised  by  an  archdeacon;  nor  were  they  ever  authorised,  in  his  diocese,  to 
inquire  into  the  conduct  of  the  clergy.  They  were  appointed,  as  stated  above,  to 
inquire  and  report  on  the  state  of  churches,  chancels,  churchyards,  and  glebe-booses. 
These  are  matters  on  which  a  bishop  has  a  right  to  require  information ;  and  there- 
fore no  one  can  have  a  right  to  object  to  such  inquiries  being  made.  In  the  execu- 
tion of  the  office,  the  only  difficulty  which  has  ever  occurred  has  been  in  the  visita- 
tion of  glebe-bouses.  Some  few  clergymen  (bat  a  very  few)  have  considered  such 
a  visit  from  the  rural  or  an  as  an  intrusion  on  their  privacy :  but  they  would  have 
viewed,  perhaps,  in  the  same  light  an  official  visit  from  the  bishop  or  the  archdeacon. 


SECT.  XXII.— Stem  of  xtodjwtw. 

THE  diocese  of  Rochester  is  considered  the  most  ancient  in  England,  excepting 
Canterbury.  It  contains  a  small  part  of  the  county  of  Kent,  the  parish  of  Iselham 
in  Cambridgeshire,  and  Freckenham  in  the  county  of  Suffolk.'  In  this  compara- 
rativery  small  diocese,  no  traces  appear  of  utaroi  ratal  having  ever  existed :  nor  is 
it  the  intention  of  Bishop  Murray  to  institute  them.  With  the  aid  of  his  archdeacon, 
who  annually  holds  a  parochial  visitation,  the  bishop  informs  me,  he  is  made  suffi- 
ciently well  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  bis  diocese,  and  has  no  necessity  for 
the  introduction  of  other  helpmates  in  the  administration  of  its  discipline.  It  con- 
tains the  rural  btanrif*  of  Dartford,  Mailing,  Rochester,  Sboreham  (peculiar  of  Can- 
terbury), and  Fordham. 


SECT.  XXni.— atom*  of  Saint  fltanh. 

THE  diocese  of  Saint  Asaph  comprises  all  Flintshire,  except  five  churches,  which 
belong  to  Chester ;  all  Denbighshire,  except  one  at bbtd,  which  belongs  to  Bangor, 
and  three  chapelries  belonging  to  Chester  and  Lichfield.     It  has  also  nearly  half 

( ' )  By  the  Ecclewuticul  Ctmmiuion  {A.D.  XDCCCXXXV.),  it  !■  proposed  that  the  diocese 
of  BooBMtar  shall  consist  of  the  city  and  bSMrf  of  Rochester)  of  the  county  of  Bssax 
(excepting  those  parishes  which  will  remain  in  the  diocese  of  London) ;  and  of  the  whole 
county  of  Hertford.     See  London  Doenmentt. 
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Merionethshire,  three  parishes  in  Carnarvonshire,  thirty-seven  in  Montgomeryshire, 
and  eleven  churches  and  chapels  in  Shropshire.  The  archdeaconry  of  Saint  Asaph 
is  divided  into  the  following  rural  ocanries ;  viz.  Tegengle,  Houlde,  Poole  and 
Carenion,  Kydewen,  Keviliock,  Mowthwy,  PenUyn  and  Idernioa,  Rfaoa,  Bromfield 
and  Yale,  and  Marchia.  ■  -    '■■ 

In  the  Appendix  to  Mr.  Wharton's  Hittoria  de  Episcopu  AuavetuSnu  &c. 
(pp.378 — 381)  there  is  an  epistle  of  Archbishop  Peckham,  addressed  to  Anian  bishop 
of  Saint  Asaph,  on  the  discipline  of  his  church  and  diocese  ;  from  which  it  appears 
that  oratte  rural  were  employed,  as  supervisors  of  the  clergy  of  Saint.Asaph,  in  the 
year  mcclskxi v.  — correcting  them  for  uncanonical  attire,  and  errors  of  life  and 
conversation ;  and  receiving  procurations  of  rectors  and  vicars  at  the  time  of  visita- 
tion. From  that  date  there  is  no  notice  of  their  existence.  Wilkins  affords  no  later 
tidings  of  them,  in  any  church-document  of  this  see.  They  were  not  in  being  when 
the  Valor  EccUtiattictu  Henrid  VIII.  was  compiled. 

The  office,  however,  now  obtains — whether  first  revived  by  Bishop  Carey,  or  fay 
his  more  immediate  predecessors,  I  am  uninformed.  There  are,  at  present,  eight 
ruial  otsnfl ;  who  receive  their  appointment  from  the  bishop ;  but  no  particular  form 
or  instrument  is  used  on  the  occasion.  The  British  Magazine  for  Sept  Mncccxxxiv. 
(p.  357)  bears  testimony  to  the  utility  of  the  office,  as  a  part  of  the  machinery  of  a 
diocesan  society  for  promoting  the  building  and  enlargement  of  churches  and 
chapels  within  the  diocese  of  Saint  Asaph. 


SECT.  XXIV— Btortae  of  &M»t  SablD'fl. 

THE  diocese  of  Saint  David's  contains  the  entire  counties  of  Pembroke,  Cardigan, 
Carmarthen,  and  Brecknock,  and  all  Radnorshire-,  except  six  parishes  belonging  to 
Hereford.  It  has  also  about  a  fourth  part  of  Glamorganshire ;  eleven  churches  and 
chapels  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  two  in  Montgomery,  and  three  in  Monmouth.1 
It  is  divided  into  four  archdeaconries;  ciz.  Saint  David's,  Brecon,  Carmarthen,  and 
Cardigan ;    which  are  again  sub-divided,  into  numerous  ratal  Dtaurit* :    of  which 


( ' )  The  Church  Commiuion  at  mdccciiiv.  proposes  that  the  diooaae  of  Skint  David's 
■hall  cousin  of  the  present  diocese,  except  those  parts  which  are  to  be  transferred  to  the 
dioceses  of  Saint  Asaph  and  Llandsff — for  which  tea  Bristol  Do«vm*nlt. 
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Saint  David's  contains  Pebidiawke,  Dongledie,  Bouse,  and  Pembroke:  Brecon  con- 
tains Brecon — first,  second,  and  third  parts;  Hay — two  parts,  Buelte,  Melineth,  and 
El  well:  Carmarthen  contains  Carmarthen,  Kidwelly,  Landilo  and  Llan-Gtadog,  and 
Gower  :  and  Cardigan  contains  Emlyn,  Kemmes,  Sub  Ayron,  and  Ultra  Ayron. 

There  is  no  notice  of  Deans  rural  in  this  diocese,  either  in  Wilkins's  Concilia  or 
in  the  Ecclesiastical  Valors  of  the  thirteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries.  Nor  have  I  any 
ancient  authorities  to  adduce  in  illustration  of  their  history  in  this  part  of  the 
Principality. 

The  modern  constitution  of  the  office,  as  I  am  at  present  advised,  is  much  the 
same  here  as  in  the  following  diocese  of  Salisbury ;  the  appointment  being  vested  in 
the  bishop,  personally  and  exclusively,  and  held  durante  beneplacito.  The  modern 
Commission,  under  the  episcopal  seal  and  signature,  Bishop  Jenkinson  informs  me, 
sets  forth,  in  a  brief,  comprehensive  manner,  the  duties  of  the  charge ;  but  there  are 
no  Letters  of  Instruction,  nor  Articles  of  Inquiry,  in  present  use.  I  have  not  been 
able  to  procure  a  copy  of  the  Commission. 

During  the  many  years  that  Bishop  Burgess1  occupied  the  see  of  Saint  David's, 
OtaXfl  rural  were  efficiently  ministerial  to  his  lordship  as  parochial  visitors:  in 
which  capacity  they  were  furnished  with  Articles  of  Inquiry*  to  the  fullest  extent 
And  if  any  particular  inquisition '  was,  at  any  time,  required  to  be  set  on  foot  in  the 
rural  districts,  the  Dtanfl  alone  were  employed  upon  it; — the  archdeacons  being  mere 
dignitaries,  exercising  no  jurisdiction,  holding  no  visitations,  and  possessing  no  pri- 
vileges, beyond  the  titles  of  their  respective  offices,  and  the  estates  annexed  to  them*. 


(  ')  T«  /uumfiJrmvn  Ifi'iHn  wmf'  ift'i',  lei  «  tfiirnr.  virrtm  ■«)  »p  -W"J  «(•*?  trnwefe^mrrm. 
S.  Basil.  Epiti.  IXX. 

(*)  The  same  Articles  of  Inquiry  were  circulated  by  Bishop  Burgess  for  the  use  of  the 
hunt  of  Saint  David's,  during  his  occupation  of  that  see,  as  are  now  employed  by  him  in 
the  diocese  of  Sarum.     They  will  be  found  under  the  documents  of  the  latter  see. 

(')  We  are  told  by  Mr.  Harriott,  that  it  was  the  custom  of  Bishop  Burgess,  and  is  still 
the  custom  of  Bishop  Jenkinson,  in  case  of  receiving  any  information  against  clergymen, 
first  to  employ  the  rural  ttrstti  to  inquire  and  report  whether  they  think  there  is  sufficient 
cause  for  a  Commission ;  and  if  so,  to  appoint  one.  See  Ecclesiastical  Courts'  Report, 
mmcciiih.    Mr.  Marriott's  Evidence,  p.  261. 

(*)  The  libraries  established  for  the  use  of  the  parochial  clergy,  in  each  htanrg  of  the 
diocese,  by  the  Religious  and  Literary  Juoeiation  for  the  Promotion  of  Christum  Knowledge 
and  Church  Union,  are  subject  to  the  direction  of  the  rural  Dealt.  See  Bishop  Burgess's 
Tracti  on  the  Origin  and  Independence  of  the  British  Chttreh,  p.  ISO. 
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SECT.  XXV,  -Siortee  of  Swltflourn. 

THE  diocese  of  Salisbury  contains  the  whole  comity  of  Wilts  (excepting  two 
parishes),  all  Berkshire  (excepting  one  parish  and  part  of  another),  together  with 
several  parishes  in  Dorsetshire.'  It  is  divided  into  three  archdeaconries ;  vk.  Sarum, 
Wilts,  and  Berks.  The  first  consists  of  the  rural  Qraitrfr*  of  Amesbnry,  Chalke, 
Potteme,  Wilton,  and  Wylye ;  the  second,  of  those  of  Ave  bury,  Cricklade,  Malmes- 
bnry,  and  Marlborough ;  and  the  third,  of  Abingdon,  Newbury,  Reading,  and  Wal- 
lingford.  Scans  rural  were  of  early  institution  in  this  diocese.  There  is  evidence 
of  their  appointment  in  the  thirteenth  century. 

In  the  year  mccxix.,  the  Ottanus  loci  is  mentioned  by  Bishop  Richard  Poore  (the 
first  prelate  of  New  Sarum,  and  brother  of  Bishop  Herbert,  the  last  of  Old  Sarum), 
in  a  letter  addressed  to  the  archdeacons  of  Dorset,  Berks,  Sarum,  and  Wilts,  recom- 
mending these  officers  to  interfere  in  behalf  of  certain  hospitallers,  for  whom  an  elee- 
mosynary collection  was  to  be  raised  from  the  clergy,  and  committed  to  the  care  of 
their  nuncio,  or  the  Bean  rural,  under  the  title  of  oecanus  Ion.  (See  Tfftinf  fttgtetr. 
£>.  0#munoi,  fol.  117.   Transcript.  foL  357.) 

Again — about  the  year  mccxxii.,  not  long  before  his  translation  to  Durham,  the 
same  prelate  drew  up  a  Code  of  eighty-seven  Constitutions  for  the  regulation  of  his 
see  ; — of  which1  the  last  but  one,  as  reported  by  Collier  (£oct  Hut.  B.  v.  p.  440), 
notices  tltanp  rural  as  then  existing  in  the  diocese.  Their  appointment  and  displace- 
ment is  ordered  to  be  "  by  common  consent  of  the  bishop  and  archdeacons " — in 
compliance,  I  suppose,  with  the  Lateran  rescript1  then  lately  received  in  England. 
They  are  also  mentioned  in  several  other  canons  of  the  same  Code,  published  by 
Wilkins ;  «fe,  in  those  "  De  reditu  ad  rcKgionem " — "  De  receptions  tecuiuS  bent- 


(  ')  The  Church  Commiiiionsri'  I'irit  Report  [A.D.  mdccciiiv.)  proposes  that  the  county 
of  Berkt  shall  be  severed  off  from  the  diocese  of  Sarum,  and  transferred  to  Oxford  ;  and  that 
the  whole  county  of  Dorset  shsll  be  re-annexed  to  Sarum. 

(')  On  referring  to  the  original  f&t.  Kegiltrt,  or  rather  its  accurste  transcript,  kindly 
entrusted  to  my  handi  by  Bishop  Burgess,  in  aidance  of  these  humble  researches,  1  find  the 
Constitution  in  question  standing  about  the  middle  of  the  code,  in  these  words  . — "  BttSSi 
etiam  rutaltt  de  communi  cunteniu  Domini   epiicopi  et  a 


tuantur."    (VrtSi  Vrgtat.  Sanrti  ©iimunOi,  fol.  126.  Ixiii.  crm.) 
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Tias  meeting  to  be  allwaies  either  in  the  titan's  or  some  other  grave  minister's 
house ;  the  hour  to  be  so  early  in  the  morning  that  the  meeting  may  be  broke  np, 
and  the  company  dispersed,  to  dispose  of  themselves  to  dinner  other  where.  That 
the  carriage  in  it  be  as  grave  and  solemn  as  in  the  weightiest  consultations.  That 
the  Otan  keep  a  diary  of  the  accompt  given,  or  resolutions  taken  in  reference  to  any 
of  these  heads.  And,  at  every  six  months  ended,  give  the  bishop  a  perfect  account 
of  every  thing  done  or  attempted  in  pursuance  of  these  or  any  other  instructions. 

(tit  visitation) 

1.  To  preach  every  own  in  his  turns,  or  else  to  substitute  such  as  are  most  able 
and  grave  for  the  solemnity. 

3.  To  bear  witness  to  such  lawfull  impediments  as  shall  be  alledged  in  the  behalfe 
of  the  clergymen  ;  to  take  care  that  all  clergymen  present  do  attend  the  visitor  till  he 
see  time  to  dismiss  them,  and  to  assist  unexperienced  clergymen,  when  they  make 
any  presentments. 

3.  To  be  at  the  visitor's  ellbow,  while  he  receives  and  reads  over  the  respective 
presentments  of  his  ueantg — to  the  end  the  utan'fl  judgment  may  be  heard,  or  his 
assistance  (if  need  be)  required  in  order  to  the  speedy  effectual!  remedying  of  what 


The  office  op  a  aturall  Stan  ancikntly  in  this  church  was — 

1.  To  call  before  band  such  of  the  clergy  in  his  gtanrg  as  laboured  under  any 
evil  fame,  and  so  correct  lesser  excesses,  not  judicially,  but  inforo  pceniten&aii — 
the  tutall  oranfl  being  the  confeuorei  nati  of  the  clergy  under  them,  till  the  moncks 
about  King  John's  time  got  the  employment  out  of  their  *"""*» 

2.  To  hold  nuttings  (called  tapitula)  once  a  month  or  oftener  with  his  clergy, 
there  to  deliberate  of  matters  fit  to  be  given  notice  of  to  the  bishop,  to  appoint 
preachers  for  solemne  occasions,  and  to  intrust  no  vice-priests  in  the  way  of  admi- 
nistring  and  ordering  sacraments  and  sacramentalls  according  to  the  canons  and 
customs  of  the  church. 

3.  To  take  order  for,  and  certify  the  execution  of  processes  and  decrees  out  of  the 
court  (Shnsltan  ;  for  which  purpose  Deans  rntall  were  (in  Otho's  legation  in  Henry 
the  3d 's  time)  allowed  to  have  a  scale  of  office  which  should  be  taken  for  authentique, 
when  affixed  to  any  certificate. 

4.  To  see  to  the  sequestration  of  all  livings  that  should  happen  to  be  vacant,  and 
to  provide  for  the  supply  of  the  cure  during  the  vacancy :  as  also  to  execute  the 
mandates  ad  induce ndum  in  favour  of  new  incumbents. 
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[The  Reader  it  requested  to  add  the  following  document!  to  thoae  already  introduced  at 
p.  447.  Vol.  II.  after  Beth  Ward '»  Table  qf  Initruetioni  to  the  Otaus  rural  of  the  dtoeew  of 
Sarum.  Thay  have  been  extracted  from  a  MS.  cop;  of  that  prelate'*  "  Pajiert  about 
riforming  the  EeeUiiaitioal  jaritdielion,"  heretofore  in  posneision  of  Archbiihop  Sharp,  and  by 
bii  grandion,  Mr.  Granvill*  Sharp,  presented  to  Biihop  Burgeat,  by  whom  the  MS.  haa 
been  entruited  to  the  writer'*  use.  The  document!  may  be  coniidered  supplementary,  and 
explanatory  of  the  Table  above  referred  to.] 

IfUnll  Sean*  may  bb  diksctid  and  appointed — 
(out  of  visitation) 

I.  To  give  notice  to  their  Bishop  upon  all  occasions — 

1.  Of  Bach  scandaua,  misdemeanours,  abuses,  and  evil  fame,  wherein  the  clergy 
of  their  respective  tuaarg*  or  the  Bp.'s  consistory  may  be  concerned,  especially  of  the 
misdemeanours,  abates,  and  exactions  of  Apparitors. 

2.  Of  such  vacancy*  as  happen  in  their  ti  taiugtf,  and  of  the  best  means  to  have 
such  vacant  cores  well  supplyed  till  they  be  new  filled  again ;  to  which  end  the  Otan 
may  be  very  fitly  named  first  in  all  sequestrations  issued  into  his  twanrg,  that  he  may 
see  to  the  gathering  and  employing  the  fruits  to  the  best  advantage. 

II.  To  have  a  ntrcting  once  a  month  or  oftener  with  some  few  of  their  neighbour 

clergy  there  to  deliberate — 

1.  Of  such  particular  admonitions  and  precautions,  as  the  faults  of  some,  and  the 
indiscretions  of  others,  among  the  clergy,  shall  be  observed  to  need. 

2.  Of  private  conferences  to  be  sought  and  contrived  with  separatists,  especially 
before  the  censure  of  excommunication  be  published  against  them  ;  where  it  will  be 
proper  to  consider  what  friends  and  seasons  are  likely  to  be  most  aiding  in  this  kind 
of  application :  and  all  sentences  of  excommunication  in  matters  of  offences  may  be 
very  fitly  transmitted  to  the  Dtan'a  hand,  that  he  may  confer  with  the  minister  of  the 
parish  and  with  the  party  himself,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  denunciation. 

3.  Of  friendly  instructions  to  be  communicated  to  such  of  the  younger  clergy  as 
shall  be  observed  to  need  them ; — whereby  their  conduct  in  their  studys,  preaching, 
and  private  applications  (which  deserve  to  be  recommended  above  all  things  in  the 
cure  of  souls)  may  be  more  euccessfuU,  and  better  suited  to  the  great  ends  of  their 
labours. 

4.  Of  charitable  mediations  to  be  attempted  by  the  Otan  or  some  of  bis  brethren 
in  aU  differences  and  law-suites,  most  especially  where  any  clergyman  is  concerned 
in  the  gsaitrn. 

5.  Of  applications  to  such  as  are  wealthy  and  religiously  disposed,  in  order  to 
engage  them  in  works  -of  publick  piety  or  charity  by  proper  arguments  and  motives 
suitable  to  their  abiHtye  and  particular  inclinations. 
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Jicii"  —  uQuod  omnet  clerid  beneJUAaH  habeant  prrtdicias  corvttilutionei." — 
{CCM.B.etH.  VoL L  pp. 600-1.) 

Again — in  Bishop  Giles  Bridport'a  ConxtituMont  (A.D.  mcclvi.),  cited  in  out 
earlier  pages,  it  is  enjoined,  in  a  canon  expressly  bearing  on  the  institution  of  Deans 
rural,  that,  when  fit  persona  have  been  elected  by  the  archdeacons  to  the  office,  they 
are  to  be  presented  to  the  bishop  and  his  successors  "  ad  tacramentum  corporate 
pr&standum."  It  is  also  specially  ordered  in  the  same  code,  that  neither  arch- 
deacons nor  ratal  Dean*  be  guilty  of  exactions  and  impositions  upon  the  clergy — 
(CC.M.  B.et  H.  Voir.  p.  715-16.)  From  this  date  we  lose  sight  of  Dean*  rural  in 
the  diocese,  altogether,  for  more  than  two  centuries  and  a  half. 

Between  the  days  of  Bishop  jEgidius  (who  died  A.D.  hgolxii.),  and  the  date  at 
which  the  Valor  EccUiiatticut  of  Henry  VIII.  was  compiled,  viz.  A.D.  mdxxxv. 
(when  either  Cardinal  Campegio  or  Bishop  Shaxton  presided  over  the  see  of  Sarnm) 
no  evidence  can  be  adduced  of  their  existence.  At  the  latter  date,  however,  they 
re-appear  in  one  of  the  archdeaconries,  viz.  that  of  Dorset,  then  a  part  of  the  diocese 
of  Sarnm — (See  Bristol  Documents).  But  they  do  not  seem  to  have  been  generally 
revived  at  that  time,  in  the  other  archdeaconries.  In  Berkshire,  none  are  mentioned ; 
and  in  Wiltshire  only  two,  vis.  in  the  rural  tjtanrfcfi  of  Pottem  and  Marlborough ; 
in  both  of  which,  the  dignities  were  profitless — as  appears  from  the  following 
entries — ™  Bet  anata*  de  Pottem'.  oceans  ib'm  vol',  p  amiit ....  n1." — St tanatM 
de  Marleburgh.  Dtrano  ib'm  vol',  p  annu  ....  n1."  See  Valor  Etxle*.  VoL  it. 
pp.140— 147. 

With  the  separation  of  the  county  of  Dorset  from  the  diocese  of  Sarum,  we  again 
lose  sight  of  the  institution.  For  one  hundred  and  thirty  years  there  is  no  trace  of 
it  in  the  parent  see ; — none,  that  is,  till  the  episcopate  of  Seth  Ward,  who  was 
installed  in  the  year  mdclxvi.,  and  shortly  after  revived  the  ancient  use  of  rural 
brand  in  the  archdeaconries  of  Sarnm,  Wilts,  and  Berks. 

Mr.  Boucher,  the  late  registrar  of  the  diocese,  is  inclined  to  doubt  whether  this 
commission  of  the  brans  ratal  was  ever  put  in  execution  by  the  eminent  disciplina- 
rian adverted  to : — "  The  excellent  and  charitable  Bishop  Ward,"  he  observes,  in  a 
letter  lately  received,  "  took  an  active  part  in  the  exercise  of  bis  episcopal  functions 
in  the  diocese  of  Sarum  (A.D.  mdclxvi. — mdclxxxviii.),  as  he  had  previously  done 
in  that  of  Exeter,  and  certainly  appointed  rural  Deans ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  issued 
his  mandate  for  the  visitation  of  his  cathedral  church,  viz.  of  the  canons,  vicars-choral, 
and  other  officers  of  the  church,  and  of  certain  hospitals,  which  had  formerly  taken 
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place  septennially.  But  it  appears,  from  the  records  of  the  chapter,  that  the  latter 
mandate  exceeded  his  lordship's  authority,  and  was  in  part  recalled.  And,  as  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  return  having  been  made  by  the  rural  tuanf,  which  the 
registers  would  have  shewn  if  such  had  been  the  case,  it  is  supposed,  with  some 
reason,  that  their  commission  was  not  put  in  execution." 

Highly  as  I  estimate  the  general  accuracy  of  my  much-respected  informant  upon 
all  matters  connected  with  the  office  which  he  so  long  and  so  ably  filled,  I  cannot  go 
with  him  to  this  conclusion.  There,  doubtless,  exist  no  returns  by  the  functionaries 
alluded  to,  in  the  archives  of  the  registry-office :  and  so  far  Mr.  Boucher  is  right. 
But,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  inference  he  draws,  from  the  non-appearance  of  any 
such  returns,  is  incorrect.  It  must  not  be  inferred  from  the  absence  of  such  docu- 
ments that  the  officers  never  acted  under  their  commission:  we  know  that  they  did 
so  act :  and  if  there  were  no  direct  evidence  of  the  fact,  I  should  still  doubt  the 
ruri-Dttaual  institution,  in  the  hands  of  such  a  prelate  as  Seth  Ward,  turning  out  a 
failure.  I  should  doubt  his  attempting  (with  his  eyes  open  to  the  constitution  of  the 
office  in  general,  and  in  his  own  diocese  in  particular),  an  appointment,  which  he 
had  not  power  to  consummate  to  any  useful  purpose. 

In  his  01%.  Common-place  book  are  incorporated  the  Table*  of  Dr.  Conn's 
Polileia,  with  occasional  alterations ;  wherein,  under  the  head  of  officers  "  habente* 
admmutTatiomm  judiciaUm,"  are  placed  "Ottanf  rural tjt — arrhtpmbotert " — whose 
duties  are  briefly  stated  from  Cosin  in  these  words:  "  Convooant  Uerum;  sign*- 
Jicant  per  literal  ab  ordinaria ;  inducunt  in  beneficia,  archidiacano  in  remotis  agente." 
(See  Xotftf*  Sethi  £fi*topi  Jtaum,  Transcript.  foL  63.)  Upon  winch  view  of  the 
dependence  of  b?  nnfl  rural  upon  the  bishop  alone,  as  ordinary,  Seth  Ward  instituted 
them,  disregarding  altogether  the  ancient  diocesan  constitutions  of  Richard  Poore, 
though  well  aware  of  their  imperative  enactments.  Indeed,  he  could  not  have  been 
otherwise  than  acquainted  with  them ;  for,  in  the  above-cited  Notitf*,  amongst 
much  heterogeneous  matter,  is  a  section  headed — "  Notafa  quecaam  ex  registris  epi~ 
scopor.  Sarutn.  Item,  norttwUa  ex  regittru  B0.  a&uque  per  Seth  Sarnm ;" — 
wherein  are  transcribed  the  very  words  of  Foore's  statute,  "  Brcaiti  rural**  de  com- 
muni  consensu  tint  episcopi  et  arvfudiacanorum  autituantur  et  dettituantur.  Stat. 
Ricl  Poor,  mccixii.  inter  alia  vide  Lib.  Stat  114.  b.  ex  Fetcri  Regittro  in  manu 
Smitf,  ib.  1 13."     See  X ottttc,  fbL  1 16—1 19. 

Still,  acquainted,  as  he  fully  was,  with  the  limitation  set  upon  the  episcopal  power 
in  reference  to  ruri-oc  canal  appointments,  by  the  papal  rescript  of  Innocent  III., 
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enrolled  by  Bishop  Poore  in  his  diocesan  Code,  Bishop  Ward,  npon  the  strength  of 
general  wage,  in  the  earlier  days  of  the  institution  (See  ^ots  Bttanita  fttttalr* 
Part  in.  Sect,  i.),  alone  and  by  himself,  appointed  b*an»  rural  throughout  the  arch 
deaconries  of  Sernui,  Wilts,  and  Berks,  commissioned  them  with  full  powers  of  paro- 
chial inquiry,  under  the  obligation  of  an  oath,  and,  whenever  a  vacancy  occurred  by 
decease  or  removal,  instituted  others  to  succeed.  So  that,  during  the  whole  period  of 
his  occupancy  of  the  see,  the  rural  ueranaUff  were  constantly  tilled  with  efficient 
functionaries.  This,  assuredly,  does  not  look  like  a  merely  tentative,  and  eventually 
abortive,  procedure.  Why  should  the  good  prelate  continue  to  renew,  again  and 
again,  a  fruitless  and  uncanonical  institution,  from  which  he  could  expect  to  receive 
no  assistance,  and  from  which,  in  fact,  he  must  have  been  conscious  he  was  receiving 
none,  in  the  administration  of  his  diocese  ? 

But,  in  truth.  Dean*  ratal  were  ministerial  to  the  bishop,  upon  the  evidence  of 
authentic  documents,  in  the  year  mdolxi.  (See  Nctitta  £«thi  Spier.  Jsantm, 
foL  367.)  I  allude  to  the  Brief  for  the  Redemption  of  Captive*  from  the  Turin,  dated 
Aug.10.HDCI.il. — Abp.  C.'s  Letter,  Sept  8.  whereupon  BishopWard  issued  "mandates 
to  all  parsons,  vicars,  curates,  to  bring  in  to  bean*,  before  Nov.  20,  hdclxx.,  monies 
collected,  duplicates  of  accounts ;  complaints  of  failures,  tifuerint.  Brans  ratal!  of 
Wiltshire  to  bring  to  Dr.  Richard  Drake  in  Close,  money,  duplicates  ace  complaints, 
n  &c  before  Dec  1,  mdclxx.     Berks,  timHiter  to  Dr.  Peter  Mewes  JD.  or  assigne." 

A  farther  proof  of  the  actual  employment  of  beans  ratal  by  the  same  prelate  exists 
in  the  "  Brief  Account  of  the  Nature,  Use,  and  End  of  the  Office  of  Beau  -Rural," 
drawn  up  for  the  information  of  the  clergy  of  his  beaut]),  by  Dr.  John  Priaulx,  one 
of  the  rural  twans  appointed  by  Seth  Ward,  soon  after  his  installation. 

The  autograph  of  this  curious  document  came  into  my  possession  immediately  after 
my  own  appointment  (A.D.  mdcccxxvii.),  by  the  present  bishop  of  Salisbury,  to  the 
mal  btcmatt  over  which  Dr.  Priaulx  had  presided  in  the  days  of  Bishop  Ward : 
within  the  precincts  of  which  jurisdiction,  in  the  parish  church  of  Berwick  Saint  John, 
amidst  .the  registers  of  the  dead  and  living,  the  JWb.  was  discovered  by  an  antiquarian 
friend,  and  consigned  to  my  hands ', 


(  ')  The  autograph  sheet  I  have  earned  to  he  carefully  inclosed  in  boards,  and  deposited  in 
the  muniment-room  at  the  palace  of  Sarum — annexing  to  it  a  copy  of  the  printed  edition 
which  I  publisher)  three  years  ago. 
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Daring  about  twenty  years  of  Ward's  episcopacy,  I  believe  the  office  was  efficiently 
kept  up ;  and  its  duties  performed  by  the  under-mentioned  clergymen. 

(Ex  Wotltti*  Sethi  lEpiscopi  Jbarun,  fol.  201,  seqq.     Tabula  Btmfieiorum,  Ac.) 

ttxtlbiolxcoiutu*  Jbannn. 
Bttsnatv*  Pottem    .  .  Peter  Priaulx,  1681,      Melksham. 

Henr.  Johnson,  St.  Mary  Devizes. 
Wyly  ....  Joh.  Stephens,  1675,      Wyly. 

Wm.  Hobbs,  Sherington. 

Tho.  Lambert,  1670,     Boyton— loco  Doctoris  Hobbs. 

Wilton  .  .  .  Richard  Kent,  Fisherton  Anger. 

Chalke  .  .  .  John  Priaulx,  Barwick  St.  John,  resigned  S.ft. 

1671. 

Joseph  Martyn,  Compton  Chamberiein. 
Amesbury  .  Joh.  Carter,  Winter-slow. 

artbtbtatonatu*  MRHton. 
BttaiurtM  Marleburgh,  Tho.  Gierke,  Hanningfbrd  Abb*. 

Cricklade.  .  Tim.  Dewel,  Lydiard  Tregoze. 

Malmesbnry,  Joh.  Seamier,  1682,       Crudwell. 

Rob.  Davenant,  1668,    Dantsey — Trleased  mdclxxi. 
'  Avebury  .  .  Hen.  Kinnemond,  Alcannings. 

«rrhiQiatonatu9  BaUa. 

jBttsnatufS  Reading  .  .  Tho.  Tuer,  SL  Laurence, Reading — <n>t/177l. 

Wm.  Lloyd,  1771,  St.  Mary,  Reading. 

Abr.Brookbank.1777,  St.  Mary,  Reading. 

Abingdon   .   Wm.  Pusey,  Pusey. 

Wallingford,  Zaccheus  Breedon,  South  Morton. 

Newbery  .  .  Joh.  Hinton,  Newbery. 
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The  Table  af  Instruction*,  whereby  these  Otan*  rural  acted,  is  preserved  in  the 
same  valuable  document— C&t  to m men  plat t  Uoak  of  Seth  Ward,  /of.  339. 


1.  tfNEcittm  8«an«.  But.  ao  quob  3)nrsmentc  asttingoioi. 


To 

1.  View,  infra  SsHcanaiuin 
Churches. 

Chancels.  semel  in  6.  in. 

Chapels.  saltern  in  anno. 

Houses.  Present  decays  to 

{Parsonage  f  Bp  or Chancellr. 
Vicarage 
Hospitals.    Alms.  h.    Church,  h. 
Free  Schooles  J 

2.  O&senw  \ 
Parsons.    Vicars.    Curate.  s 

Conversation.  "^ 

Performance  of  duty.  'JJ- 

Conformity  to  laws.  « 

Diligence  in  ^ 

Reading  Service.  '3 

Administering  Sacraments.        c' 

Preaching.  3 

Catechising.  "9 

Preparing  for  Confirmation.     "^ 


Marryeing  Ac. 
Churchwardens  perform  duty 
Scbole  Masters 

IT*??     i  Scholars. 


Cate 


Sing) 

Church  on 

{Sundays. 
Holydays. 


3. 
Differences 

and  compose  or  delate  to  Bp. 
Reports  of  scandalous  offences 
contra  Leges  Eccl. 
-I.  Execute,  or  cause  to  be, 
Mandates 
Orders  sent 

Immediate  ab  Episcopo. 
mediante  Archidiacono. 
5.  Acquaint  Bishop  if  any 
Conventicles1. 
Disorders. 


Md.  Hospitals 
emars 

kWra  1  Ma?. 


(<)  Dr.  Walter  Pope  relates,  in  hi*  Life  af  Bislwp  Seth  Ward  (Chap,  x.),  that  the  good 
prelate  was  very  active  In  supprcsiing  convent! den,  and  thereby  much  angered  the  Secta- 
rian*. And  Calamy  bears  witness,  in  his  Account  of  the  ejected  or  silenced  Minisleri  in  the 
County  of  Willi,  (Berwick  Saint  John's  I— Mr,  Campion  South),  that  "  Bishop  Ward  was  for 
severity  towards-  sll  of  his  stamp  without  exception."  Baxter's  Abridgment  &c.  Vol.  II. 
p.  761.  Edit  8to.  mncexiii. 
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2.  A  brief  account  or  the  nature,  use,  and  end  or  tbe  office  of  Dtan  Ifaral, 
addressed  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Branrj)  of  Chalke,  in  the  Archdeaconry 
Of  Sarum,  during  the  episcopate  or  Dr.  Seth  Ward,  bishop  of  Salisbury,  by 
Jobn  Priaulx,  D.D.1  Jrvural  Sean  op  Chalke;  with  notes  by  the  editor. 

IT  having  pleas'd  the  R\  Rd.  Father  in  God,  Seth  L'.  Bishop  of  this  diocese,  to 

(  ')  John  Priaulx,  D.D.  vicar  of  North  Newton,  rector  of  Berwick  Skint  John,  and  Fovant, 
in  the  county  of  Wilts ;  rami  OCBE  of  Chalke]  and  subsequently  canon  residentiary,  and 
archdeacon  of  Sarum,  is  thus  noticed,  In  connexion  with  one  of  hii  many  benefices,  hy  the 
author  of  Magna  Britannia. 

"  Fovant  is  famous  for  its  minister,  Dr.  John  Priaulx,  who,  though  he  accepted  of  this 
living  in  the  times  of  the  Commonwealth  of  England,  and  was  in  the  commission  for  ejecting 
ignorant  and  scandalous  ministers  and  schoolmasters  ;  yet  never  discovering  any  forwardness 
in  complying  with  the  powers  in  being,  or  the  designs  then  on  foot,  he  was,  upon  King 
Charles  II. 's  Restoration,  received  as  a  friend  of  the  monarchy  and  church,  and  accordingly 
preferred  ;  for  he  was  soon  after  made  a  prebendary  of  Netherbuiy  in  Terra,  in  the  church 
of  Salutary ;  and  being  esteemed  an  excellent  divine,  was  offered  the  King's  Professorship 
of  Divinity  at  Oxford,  upon  the  promotion  of  Dr.  Sanderton  to  tbe  see  of  Lincoln ;  but  he 
modestly  refused  it,  and  contented  himself  with  the  archdeaconry  of  Salisbury,  which  he  held 
to  his  death,  which  happened  in  that  city,  June  mdclxxiv.,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathedral 
church  there.  He  hatb  only  one  sermon  in  print,  entitled  '  Confirmation  confirmed,  and 
recommended  from  Scripture,  Antiquity,  and  Heaion ; '  preached  at  the  visitation  of  Dr.  Hum- 
phrey Hinehman,  (hen  bishop  of  Salitburg,  in  the  cathedral  there,  in  itcnn." — {Will- 
(Aire  VI.      The  Hundred  of  Catedtn  and  Cadaorth,  p.  71.) 

There  is  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  Dr.  Priaulx  on  the  south  wall  of  the  nave  of 
Salisbury  Cathedral,  bearing  this  inscription  :— 

Varia  Eruditionu, 

Virlulii  eximue, 

Ingeni  juxta  conditur  Thtiaurui, 

Offiu  Johanna  Priaulx,  S.T.P.  SouthampUmia  natut, 

Oxonii  educatui, 

Magnum  utriutqae  Ornamenrum ; 

Linffuarum,  Arlium,  Seientiarum, 

Peritiuimut. 

UmanierU  ( LUeratUTa  Cutior, 

Dwimorw     t 

Cum  paueU  cclebrandiu, 

Qui 

_       t  Csnonteoriiia  }  Rciidentia, 

t™  r  Arehidiaeenatum  Sarum  \  FigiUmtia, 

Muitttm  adornattet, 

Su/iila  correptut  Mnrle 

Animam  Deo  reddidit, 

Pridie  Nonai  Junii, 

Anno  Domini  mdclxxiv. 

Laborum  tuorum  Fruatum 

Pereepturui, 

F.i  rq  amWuAtr^si  tou  Kupaw. 


Beneath, 
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comitl  to  my  care  and  inspection  the  rurnll  ocanede  of  Chalke ' ;  I  have  thought  fitt, 
not  onlie  to  signifie  to  you  (my  Reverend  Brethren)  his  Lo>".  pleasure  therein,  but 
also  to  give  yon  a  brief  account  of  y*  nature,  use  and  end  of  this  office ;  wcb  will 
appear  to  have  bin  instituted  for  more  weighty  reasons  then  some,  perhaps,  doe 
imagine.  And  this  not  out  of  ante  design*  to  promote  an  opinion  of  my  own 
worthines  (who  am  the  meanest  of  all  those  who  have  preceded  me  in  that  place) 
bat  oat  of  a  inP  ground  I  have  to  beleeve,  that  this  season  is  not  improper  for 
vigorous  prosecuting  the  wise  and  pious  sanctions  of  former  ages ;  and  likewise  for 
the  hopes  I  have  eonceaved,  that  all  of  us  will  be  thereby  fullie  sensible  of  o1.  dutie, 
tn  concurring  to  the  practise  of  snch  things,  as  doe  most  evidentlie  tend  to  the  honour 
of  Allmighty  God,  y*  salvation  of  o'.  own  soules,  and  of  theirs  who  are  comitted  to 
o'.  charge. 

Be  pleas'd  therefore  to  know,  that  y*  office  of  s  biBhop  being  not  onlie  the  most 
eminent  for  honour,  bnt  the  greatest  for  burden  in  the  church  of  Christ  (of  wIk  the 
manie  passages  of  Scripture  that  concern  that  function,  as  well  as  the  canons  of 
antient  conncills,  and  y°  sayings  and  eiemples  of  y*  fathers  doe  infbrme  us*)  it  was 
thought  fullie  necessarie,  that  some  part  of  the  burden  should  be  taken  off  from  the 
bishops,  and  plac't  in  the  care  and  managerie  of  such,  whom  the  church  thought 
fittest  to  be  intrusted  therew*.  Which  practise,  both  for  y°  necessitie,  reasonablen.es 
and  lawfullnes  thereof,  is  grounded  upon  severall  precedents  in  the  word  of  God  :— 
as  appeares  by  w*  Moses  did  in  conferring  part  of  y*  burden  of  civill  governm1  on 


Beneath,  on  a  grave-stone,  is  the  following  1 — 

Quod  tellquum  est 

Xfm  Joannin  Priaulx,  S.  T.  P. 

Leetor  aii ,  Iotom  cantule,  plvra  fern. 

The  reader  will  find  some  farther  account  of  Dr.  Priauli  in  Wood's  Ftuti  Oiminwi,  by 

Bliss,  Part  II.  p.  341. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  second  line  ("  virtutit  tximia")  of  the  above  inscription  ii 
omitted  in  all  published  records  of  the  monument!  of  Salisbury  Cathedral. 

(')  Bishop  8ath  Ward  succeeded  Biahop  Hyde  in  the  see  of  Salisbury,  A.D.  moclxvi. — 
died  A.D.  muclzzxviii. 

(*)  See  particularly  the  Spiillei  to  Timothy  and  Tittu,  which,  as  Bishop  Burnet  justly 
observes,  (Paitoral  Care,  c.  III.)  are  the  foundation  of  all  the  canons  of  the  church  ;  Rabani 
Mauri  de  IntHtul.  Clericortim,  L.  I.  c.  v.  de  online  tritarpito  epiieoporum,  C.D.E. ;  Albini 
Flacci  Alcuini,  lib.  ds  Divinii  OjKciin,  Epiicopi  Officium;  Bevereg.  Annott.  inCun.Ap<M.  1. 11. ; 
Sfnodie.  Tom.  11.  pp.  9,  seqq.  in  v.  1-rlnurn  el  passim ;  Sutcer.  T.  B.  in  v.  in'riin;,  Tom.  I. 
col.  1179-H84;  and  Cave's  Primitive  Cltriitianity. 
VOL.  II.  G  G 
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70  of  the  elders  of  Israel ',  Numb.  it. — by  w1  o*.  Saviour  himself  did,  in  adding 
y*  like  number  of  disciples  to  his  Holie  Apostles,  allreadie  in  commission  for 
preaching*,  Luke  x. — and  also  by  wl  was  done  by  the  Apostles  of  o'.  Lord,  in 
transferring  y"  office  of  ministring  the  nrw^ina ',  y*  goods  of  y*  poore,  upon  an  order 
instituted  for  that  purpose,  whom  they  therefore  call'd  deacons,  or  ministers  of  the 
church*,  Acts vt.' 

After  the  Apostles'  times  (to  omitt  w'  some  learned  men  have  conceaved  of  y*  order 
of  presbyters  themselves)  the  first  instance  of  this  partition  of  things  belonging  to 
the  episcopal!  function,  I  take  to  have  bin  made  in  the  Eastern  church,  in  that  degree 
of  ministers,  w"  they  call'd  XflPErflZKOnoi' :  of  whom  the  first  mention  we  have  in 


(  ')  Numberi,  chap.  XI.  w.  16,  17 — 24,  25.  See  Honorii  Groin.  Anions  de  Antiq.  Hilu 
Mitta,  Lib.  l.  cap.  182,  de  Sacerdotibut. — "  Hot  teptuoginta  viri  eipreuerunt,  qui  jpirtrum 
Mayti  aceipientei  papula  pralati  rant." 

(*)  Si.  Lakt,  chap.  x.  ?t.  1-17— On  the  seventy  disciples,  the  iri(wi  l/ti^panm  of  our 
Lord's  pergonal  appointment,  see  Suicer.  Thes.  Keel.  Tom.  n.  col.  288.  in  e,  M«Ar*(,  ill.  2  ; 
Hooker's  Keel.  Politie,  B.  v.  p.  419  ;  Moaheim's  Keel.  Nisi.  Vol.  I.  pp.  66,  96  i  Jablonski,  Init. 
Ilin.  Christ-  Tom.  I.  p.  19. 

('  )  m-x-'k. — "  Reliqua  ttdituum  tpueopatium,  qua  ul  tuperftua  mendicu  dittribuebantur ." 
Meursti  (Honor,  in  voce,  p.  466.  J  IriVuCK  ifiiXn  furk  ri.  ktuyuaimi  nni  tavantf,  ui  rti™ 
l..l.»»ut[,  i«I  *w  iti{iui  rwiln  •iunpi'ar,  rk  rifiiriiW*  U  t«  iI»*Wi  nt  UxA.m'wi,  ImMmu 
•(»(  riiDTat'  «™^ni  yi(  juAwmu.  Batsamon  ad  Can.  Apoit.  lix.  ;  and  again  Zonnras,  iMdm, 
rjt  rm  L«iX<in».  ■r(«7^«'-«  «  5-(«f»  wnXi*k  ltfU{i,-  *.  t.  a.  ;  Bevereg.  Synodic.  Tom.  T.  pp.  38-3. 
(!)  .rfc/s,  chap.  vi.  v.  3. — Zonsras,  ad  Can.  xvi.  TYuHantim,  calls  the  primitive  deacons 
irneirmi  »■!  ..'.■"/".  r(«s«.  See  Suicer.  T.  £.  Tom.  I.  col.  870,  2.  a. ;  Hooker's  E.  P.  B.  v. 
pp.  419,  teqq.i  Care's  P.  C.  Fart  i.  c.  8.  pp.  231,  seqq.  j  Bingham's  Ecelet.  Antiq.  B.  u. 
cxx.16;  Moihaim,  E.  H.  Vol.  r.  p.  104;  Jablonski,  J./f.C.  Vol.  I.  p.  20;  Zeiglar,  JeZHa. 
conij  c/  Dttwoniuu,  passim  ;  Bevereg.  Annoll.  in  CC.  Apail.  can.  n.  in  udet,  ■■)  lnuurn,  p.  IS  ; 
BoEhmer.  Jut  Parochial*,  Sect.  vi.  c.  I.  p.  309  ;  Johnion'a  Fode-Meoum,  VoL  n.  pp.  152, 166  ; 
Burnet's  Obnrvationt  on  the  Second  Canon  of  the  Apotllei,  pp.  6S,  seqq. ;  and  Blomfield'e 
judicious  Annotations,  in  his  Synapsis,  Vol.  iv.  pp.  187,  seqq. 

(*)  "  Whereupon,"  say*  the  immortal  Hooker,  "  wee  may  rightly  ground  this  axioms, 
that  when  the  subject  wherein  one  man's  labours  of  aundria  kinds  are  imployed,  doth  waxe 
so  great,  that  the  same  men  are  no  longer  able  to  manage  it  sufficiently  as  before,  the  most 
naturall  waye  to  helpe  this  is  by  devidtng  their  charge  into  alipes,  and  ordaining  of  under- 
officers,  as  our  Saviour  under  twelve  Apostles  seaventie  presbyters ;  and  the  Apostles,  by  his 
example,  aeaven  deacons  to  be  under  both."—Eccles.  Politie,  B.  v.  p.  420. 

(")  XEU'EIHl-KOIlOl  are  supposed  by  Morinus,  de  Sacrii  Ordinalionibus,  Para  111. 
cap.  i — in.  p.  40,  to  have  been  first  ordained  in  Pontus  and  Galatia,  about  A.D.  ci-m.,  and 
thence  to  have  spread  over  Eastern  Christendom.  The  earliest  notice  of  them,  in  the  West, 
is  In  the  Condi.  Segienie  of  France,  A.D.  ccccxxXIX.  See  Blondell.  Apolog.  pro  Senieati& 
Hierimymi,  Sect.  m.  p.  131 ;  and  SS.  CC.  Tom.  iv.  col.  634.     The  signification  of  the  term 
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antient  eouncills  is  that  of  Ancyra1,  c.  13,  held  in  the  year  of  Christ  cccxiv.,  w"*, 
together  w"  four  other  provinciall  synodes ',  whs  receaved  into  the  Cod.  Can.  Univeri. 
.Ecclur,  and  confirmed  by" the  generall  councill  of  Chalcedon,  Can.  i.  But  y°  mention 
there  made  of  y*  rbotfnfjscopt  is  not  such,  as  if  they  had  bin  there  first  instituted'; 

it  better  undantood  by  Suicer  than  Meursiut.  "  Diati  fuere  turn  regionum  aut  paraciarutn 
tpieeopi,"  says  the  former,  "  tit  ou/jro  eibi  pereuadent,  «it  x*t*<  IviVmvm,  eed  v£t  x't"'  oitfarum 
aut  vicorum,  ut  recti  inttrprttatur  D.  Eliguus  in  Can.  X.  Antiochtne:  qui  in  rioi*  vel  poteee- 
twnibue  ihoripiscopf  nominantur,"  Thee.  Ecel.  in  voce,  Tom.  II.  col.  1663.  See  Spelman. 
Gioeear.  in  voce  thsftpitCOjm*:  >  Dueling,  in  voce  ;  Conatantine,  Hoffman,  and  Martini,  in  voce; 
Morisan.  it*  ^Prolopapia,  c.  vn.  pp.  106,  seqq. ;  Wolonis  M eaaalini,  tie  Epiieopii  tt  Pretbgterit, 
pp.  313,  seqq. 

(  ')  The  council  of  Ancyra,  the  metropolis  of  Galatia,  firtt  mention!  r)Drt$lltOni  by  name, 
Id  its  thirteenth  canon  i  XQPEIIIZKOnoiZ  *<*  tgiM.  rew(Wi(.M  i  taint**,  «"(—"",  txxi 

fill  ftntl  rfirtlirritm  riXtw,  X"!1'  ™  '•■"■(«■'*»«'  »»•  ™  Uwsi*!"  firi  ■yftfifuir-r.  It  Udetj 
wmtuMlf.—Cod.  Can.  Eeel.  Univ.  in  JiiH.  J.  C.  F.  Tom.  i.  p.  31 ;  SS.  CC.  Tom.  i.  col.  1492  j 
Blonde!).  Apolog.  Sect.  in.  p.  95.  But  it  is  aupposed,  with  great  probability,  by  Valeiiua, 
that  these  billon  bishops  are  alluded  to  in  the  Concilium  Antioehtnum  contra  Paulu™  Santo- 
eatermm,  A.D.  cclxix.,  under  the  designation  of  inninm  *£■  ipifii  iyfZt,  as  distinguished 
tram  thoae  rSr  rilm.— Ensebii  Pampbili  Eeclee.  Hietor.  L.  m,  c  xxx.  p.  362.  Valesii  An- 
not,  tn  loeo.  Moaheim  places  djortpistopi  in  the  first  century,  Eeel.  Hiet.  Vol.  I.  p.  lofi ;  and 
probably  they  are  ai  old  a*  the  apostolical  times,  as  Raban  Maur  asserts.  See  Dr.  Brett's 
Church  Government,  p.  823  :  Maurice*!  Diooeean  Episcopacy,  p.  77  •  and  Bofchmer.  Dieeert.  v. 
da  Chritt.  Ctelibut  in  nets  tt  Ofrie,  p.  310. 

(*)  The  four  other  provincial  synods  vera  thoae  of  Neocnsarea,  A.D.  cccxiv.  ;  Gangra, 
A.D.  ccexxv.  ;  Antioch,  A.D.  cccxli.  ;  and  Laodicea,  A.D.  ccclxiv.  ;  which,  with  the 
canons  of  four  (ecumenic  council*,  Nice,  A.D.  ccexxv. ;  Constantinople,  A.D.  CCCLXIXI. ; 
Epbesus,  A.D.  ccccxxxi. ;  Chalcedon,  A.D.  ccccli.  ;  conatitute  the  BIBAOZ  KANONQM 
TH2  KAeOAlSHZ  EKHAHHIAZ  of  the  Bibiiotheca  Jurit  Contmini  at  Juitellus,  Tom.  I.  It 
is  to  the  first  canon  of  the  latter  council,  beld  at  Cbalcedon  in  Bithynia,  that  Dr.  Priaulx 
refers,  as  ratifying  and  confirming  the  canons  of  five  antecedent  provincial  synods :   «>■ 

wmfi   T»r   ky'an   WvA(m   oaf  iMmernr    rvii}«,    »xt'    '">    '»»    Uri/firw    uuovnf    xp,*ui    ttisawnpii. 

C.  C.  B.  U.  in  B.  I.  C.  V.  Tom.  i.  p.  SI ;  SS.  CC.  Tom.  iv.  col.  1681. 

The  council  of  Antioch,  twenty-seven  years  after  that  of  Ancyra,  limits  the  functions  of 
tHotiptscopi  in  its  tenth  canon, — bidding  them,  in  obedience  to  the  synod's  decree — liliw 
r*  Unwr  /*'*(*  *■'■>■■ — to  be  satisfied  with  their  delegate  and  subordinate  duties,  and  not  to 
usurp  the  privileges  of  their  superiors,  the  urban  bishops,  on  pain  of  deprivation.  C.C.B.  U. 
in  B.  I.  C.  P.  Tom.  I.  p.  45.  and  Routh,  Rtliquia  Sacra,  Vol.  Hi.  AnneU  in  Ancyr.  Cone.  Can. 
p.  434. 

(J)  So  Morinus,  "  PreeotdU  hmc  iljoitpUtDporarB  iuititutio  concilia  mtmorata  fteilieet  An. 
cyran.  et  Neocatear.)  ;  nam  in  iii  non  agitur  do  chortpiarupts  oreandii,  eed  de  serum  autoritate 
coercenda,  tt  epiicoporum  faecibue  luimiltendd,  a  ctuiime  jam  ee  erimcre  lentabant." — De  Saerie 
Ordinal.  P.  in.  Extreitat.  iv.  c.  I.  II.  See  alio  J.  II.  Boehmer  ObiervaHonee  Selects  ad  eafawn 
P.  de  Marc*  de  C.  S.  et  I.  obi.  ix,  ad  cap.  xi  n.  Tom.  i.  p.  334. 
GG  2 
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bat  that  canon  was  frnrn'd,  to  restraine  the  tboteptetopi  from  some  intrenchm"  on  y* 
episcopall  function  ;  wn  most  needs  inferre,  that  they  had  their  place  in  the  church 
long  before:  for  the  invasion  of  other  men's  rights  is  usuallie  the  practise  of  those, 
who  have  gain'd  some  reputation  in  the  world ;  to  obtaine  vt'k,  we  know,  is  the  work 
of  time. 

Now  that  the  tfiorcyigtopt  were  ordain'd  for  ease  of  the  bishops  nnder  that  soli- 
citude, that  tnnst  needs  increase  dailie,  as  did  the  number  of  beleevers,  appeares  by 
the  fourteenth  Can.  of  the  couacill  of  Neoctesarea  ',  held  in  y*  yeer  of  Xt  cccxvi., 
wherin  it  is  expresslie  said,  the  XfiPSmZKOnoi  were  instituted  tic  rimon  t*V  ifiio- 
fJ)novTa  after  y*  form  or  exemple  of  the  seventy  Disciples,  winch  are  commonly 
esteem'd  to  have  bin  Boe  manie  evlAaroupyei,  or  assistants  of  y*  H.  Apostles.  So 
Raban'  Manrus,  CbortplMonf  (saith  he)  meant  twit  epucopontm  ad  cxemplum  70 
eeniorum  apfati ;  nee  atitf  eie  licet  in  ecclid  ordinart  aut  conttUuere,  nisi  quantum 
eit  concedit'  a  UgWmi*  epitcopit,  qui  eedem  et  regimen  integrum  in  tccliii  abtment  *, 
De  Inst.  Cler.  L.  I.  C.  5.  Vid.  Gemm.  Anim.  De  Anliq.  Situ  Mister,  L.  I.  c.  182.  B.PP. 
But  as  for  that  part  of  y  *  episcopall  function  wrt  was  comitted  to  their  trust,  it  seemes 
in  S1.  Basil's  time  (as  appeares  by  bis  epistle  to  the  tboripiscnnl)  * to  have  consisted 
of  all  that  now  belongs  to  the  torn  tWEltt,  and  some  of  y*  office  of  archdeacon. 

(')  The  council  of  Neocasuroa,  in  Pontna,  celebrated  according  to  Hermant's  Clovii,  A.D. 
cccxiv.,  and  certainly  not  later  than  ccexv.  in  the  opinion  of  Biihop  Beveridge,  is,  by  Rue- 
liuB  and  Hsrtmannui  (Concilia  liluttrala,  Tom.  i.  p.  1117)  fixed  at  A.D.  cccxvi.,  the  data 
specified  by  Dr.  Prisulx.  Ai  to  the  distribution  and  number  of  the  canons  of  this  council, 
there  U  again  aome  difference  among  the  learned.  By  dividing;  canon  xm.  (in  the  Coder 
Can.  Eeel.  Unto.)  into  two,  the  common  reckoning  makes  a  total  amount  of  fifteen  canons  in 
the  Neocatsarean  council ;  of  which,  the  one  alluded  to  i*  numerically  the  fourteenth  : — *'  B 
XOPEnizsonoi  iM  *)>  >U  w<-.,  f*»  i«V*»~~-  * »  »u«>^  U  t*.  «■«*>.  est  A  «*> 

r»x<if  iffirf  i(iuri  n/tii/tmi.  But  the  venerable  editor  of  the  Iteliguia  Sacra,  supported  by  a 
strong  phalanx  of  authorities,  unites  the  latter  clause  on  XQPEmZKOnOI  to  the  preceding 
on  Irix^fm  rprUvnp:  considering  them,  instead  of  distinct  canons,  to  be  member!  of  one  and 
the  same  canon,  oi*.  the  thirteenth  [ — whereby  the  aggregate  number  is  reduced  to  fourteen. 
Sea  Bibl.  I.  C.  V.  Tom.  i.  p.  40  \  Reliq.  Soot.  ToL  hi.  pp.  461,  seqq. ;  and  SS.  CC.  Edit.  Colet, 
Tom.  i.  col.  1609. 

(')  "  Ordinali  mnl  aulem  cbonpistopt,"  continue*  the  archbishop  of  Meutt,  "  propter  neat, 
varum  eurom,  oifi  in  agnt  el  villi*  eoneulitnt,  ne  eit  tolalium  cimjirmationii  deeiiet."  But  when 
he  says  they  are  called  "  cAorepiscopI,  quia  de  ehoro  sunt  aacerdotum,"  we  may  be  allowed  to 
doubt. — De  Imt.  Cler.  h.  I.  c.  5.  E.  See  M eurili  Giauar.  p.  030 ;  Ducange  Gtott.  in  voee, 
and  other  references  beyond,  at  p.  464,  note  1.  The  Gemma  Anim*  de  Sacerdotiinu  ha*  been 
adduced  at  p.  460,  note  1.  "  Hot  eeptuaginta  viri  eipreuerunl  &c." 
(')  Basil  had  no  lew  than  fifty  choitpustopi  attached  n    " 
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But  the  church  soon  found  the  inconvenience  of  comunicating  the  whole  title,  and 
bnt  part  of  the  office  of  a  bishop  unto  those  cliot'tpftfcopi ;  of  whose  enctoachm"  Sl. 
Basil  complaines  in  the  foremenlioned  epistle ' :  and  they  undoubtedlie  were  antt- 
qoated  (by  w'  may  be  collected  from  y"  finy-seventh  Cob.  of  y*  Cone,  of  Laodicea', 

from  Gregory  Nazienien,  Carm.  da  oicd  tv/s,  p.  8  : 

fw™,  /J  I  nrfam  XOPETHZKODOli: 

.T,,^W    ),)«,. 

See  8.  Basilii  Optra,  Tom.  m.  Epiil.  clxxxi.  p.  193.  The  archbishop  complains  of  the 
general  decay  of  discipline  in  hii  days,  and  the  indifference  shewn  to  the  characters  and 
qualifications  of  parsons  about  to  be  ordained  to  the  priesthood : — tufitS/tmi  fit  xmrk  ^unji, 
rti  Ai.Kf.^'m,  rmrnit  Of  *{H4mi,  says  he,  in  loorninp  words  well  worthy  the  attention 
of  the  church  in  all  ages,  i.'(  wutrtXS  riyx1*"  **■*?  ™  r*t  l**Xnr!mt  rpty/imrm,  a.  r.X. — and 
contrasts  the  greater  care  of  the  clergy  of  earlier  days,  in  properly  attesting  the  certifi. 
cates  of  candidates  for  orders,  with  the  laxity  of  those  of  his  own  days  i — »■)  nt«  1JiV«Ih 
,*!,  rpt^infti  >wl  fcauw  u  nauAm  ■S™[,  Inrtpi^,  H  «•>  xfiPEinXKOnOIS,  'J  r<W  rmek  rSt 
4A.ii/ihw  ftMfrtfiimi  h$£ftmt  l^fCwf,  km)  iri^tiemmi  tii  Iwiritrrtt,   »Ut»(  Itnfilfuvt  rtr  iwafirnt  v# 

n>^a«  rir  i'i(anu).  *-  t.  X.  Baltamon  glosses  on  this  letter  of  Basil  (the  ninetieth  canon  to 
Amphilochius,  bishop  of  Iconium)  that  all  the  abuses  of  the  chore pteto pi  there  mentioned 
had  entirely  ceased — u% ixw«  rarrufi,  *•)  tritrti  4  mX*?™*  «{•  ™.  Irninn  f-iwrnu  »«t» 
f»™>  IniyHaWw  *£•£>.  Bevereg.  Synorf.  Tom.  n.  p.  375.  5m  Natalia  Alexander  de  d}artpiscap<S 
DitttTlaHo,  pp.  174,  et  180,  on  this  epistle  of  Basil. 

The  (hottplsmpal  duty  referred  to  by  Dr.  Priaulx,on  the  authority  of  Bssil  (Epiit.  ctxixi. 
p.  193),  has  been,  at  different  times,  fulfilled  by  archdeacons  and  rural  Starts  {  and  so  also 
that,  which  Basil  subsequently  commands  the  rijoitpisiopi  of  his  diocese  to  perform  ;  ei*.  of 
enrolling  the  names  of  the  ministers  of  each  village  and  town  in  a  register — iri  vi'wf  Mmm 
lurrtr,  ul  li  nil,  p,'«  Irrl*,  n.  r.  X. — the  « wj-(«fi  of  which  was  to  be  sent  to  the  archbishop, 
and  a  duplicate  kept  by  each  lijoitpfscopits.  This  primitiTe  regulation,  It  is  not  improbable, 
may  have  been  the  archetype  whence  Archbishop  Peckham  derived  his  plan  of  archidiaconal 
and  Decanal  agency  in  the  registration  of  the  clergy  and  their  livings,  etc.  A.D.  Mccmn. — 
CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  n.  p.  33.     See  ffiorat  Bttaultai  VttraUt,  Pari  iv.  Sect.  v.  e.  Vn.  §  2. 

( ' )  Nw  1)  remret  «ii  ifJu  trmf**£jam,  writes  Saint  Basil,  «j  fuSi  \m,af i(ut  iput  .unJ^i^im, 
ilt  l*uT.bf  rUt  hut  ngiinwin  mihtrimt,  m.  r.  x.  Epitt.  CU.  Not  only  had  the  billan  bfshopB 
encroached  on  the  just  prerogatives  of  the  urban,  and  thereby  given  offence,  but  they  had  also 
uncanonlcally  delegated  their  own  functions  to  presbyters,  or  at  least,  from  weakness  and 
sheer  carelessness,  had  allowed  of  their  functions  being  usurped  and  exercised  by  the  latter. 

(*)  The  council  of  Laodicea,  the  metropolis  of  Phrygia  Paoatiana,  was  held  A.D.  ccci.nv. 
The  fifty -seventh  canon  was  the  following t—*Ori  il  \u  It  nuf  tul/nui  »■)  If  ™V  x*t""  "''"" 
rrwAu  l«w»w>w  iMi  I1EP10AGTTAZ'  nit  ilinlM  wtumrmmHtrt  pellf  xtirrut  Jh» 
yt^TsSleWeWnfff  tjwfe*.  C.  C.E.  V.  in  Bitl.I.C.r.  Tom.  I.  p.  64.  SS.  CC.  Tom.  I. 
col.  1539.  Still  it  may  be  inferred,  from  the  subscriptions  of  dfonpiKOpi  to  councils  in  this 
and  the  next  century,  that  they  remained  frequent  in  the  East.  At  the  council  of  Nice,  two 
rhercptKopi  subscribed  from  Ccetesyrie,  one  from  Cilicia,  five  from  Cappadocia,  three  from 
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hereafter  spoken  of)  long  before  Balsamon's  time,  who  lived  about  y*  year  of  X1. 
HCsc,  and  sayes  of  these  (borepfSCOpf ',  y1  o  r£*  XQPEmZKOrrOn  p#8po$  nenrrsAerc 
rmpaxrnrtv,  ad  Cone.  Ancyr.  c.  13.,  that  order  was  wholte  aboliaht  in  y*  church :  and 
in  y°  place  thereof  we  find  there  succeeded  y"  IIPaTOnAiIAZ  or  rfPOTOIEPEYS1,  after 

Isauria,  and  two  from  Bithynia :  at  the  council  of  Ephesns  we  hare  Cnsariui  dHrtipiscopca 
Cappadocie?.— Hartmeu.  et  Ruel.  CC.  lilattr.  Tom.  n.  p.  SIS. 

( ')  Balsamon'*  words  (which  the  reader  will  find  cited  by  the  learned  president  of  Mag- 
dalen, in  bia  Annoii.  in  Ancyr.  Cone.  Conn.  Reliq.  Saer.  Vol.  ni.  pp.  438-8)  are  to  be  received 
with  wmc  qualification.  It  ii  true,  that  in  the  Eastern  church  the  order  of  billan  ttefropa 
«m>«  ir(iMTKrl,  In  the  patriarchate*  of  Constantinople  and  Antioch,  but  not  in  that  of 
Alexandria ;  where,  on  the  authority  of  Petrua  de  Marca,  de  Coneord.  Saeerd.  L.  n.  c.  14,  the 
(hortptecDpi  aupplanted  the  biahopa,  and  enjoyed  the  aole  regimen  of  the  churche*  under  the 
patriarch.  This,  however,  was  a  particular  exception  ;  and  may  not  invalidate  the  general 
assertion  of  the  Greek  canonist  and  commentator  in  relation  to  the  Bait.  Bnt  the  cue  wis 
very  different  in  the  West,  where  we  find,  between  the  time  of  the  suspension  of  this  order 
in  the  Greek  chnrch  and  the  age  of  Balsamon,  numerous  notice*  of  (hottpUtopi  in  councils, 
capitularies,  and  papal  epistles.  See  Epitt.Jaann.  Pap.  ill.  A.D.  jili*.,  SS.  CC.  Tom.  vi.  602. 
Capital.  Aipiiigran.  Carol.  M.  A.D.  ncci.xixviii.,  SS.  CC.  Tom.  ix.  col.  3 ;  with  many 
others  of  the  age  of  Charles  the  Great  and  Charles  the  Bald,  in  the  Concilia  Gallia.  Indeed, 
even  the  establishment  of  archdeacon*  and  atdqnital*  doe*  not  appear  to  hare  led  to  an 
entire  and  perpetual  auapenaion  of  the  rhnitpfscopal  order  in  the  West.  Bo  far  from  it,  thai 
in  our  own  country,  Dr.  Inett  supposes  {Originet  Anglican*,  Vol.  ii-  c.  hi.)  the  Order  was 
introduced  at  a  comparatively  late  period,  pis.  posterior  to  the  Norman  Conquest ;  our  fore- 
fathers, doubtless,  following  the  type  of  ecclesiastical  government,  which  had  earlier  obtained 
among  their  Galilean  neighbours.  The  grade,  once  instituted,  long  prevailed  In  these 
island*.  And,  upon  the  accurate  information  of  Mr.  Wharton,  it  may  be  stated,  that  in  the 
diocese  of  London,  alone,  there  were  no  fewer  than  twenty-eight  rhonpoitopt  between  the 
yean  mcccxii.  and  kdzl.  De  Epiecopi*  Londinetuibut,  p.  124.  In  the  diocese  of  Ssrum, 
there  were  twenty-nine,  the  earliest  being  A.D.  ml.,  the  latest  A.D.  hdxxxvii.,  according 
to  Mr.  Wharton's  List  of  aufftajan  biabnpB  in  the  Lambeth  Library.  Such  readers  a*  era 
desirous  of  farther  information  respecting  the  ancient  rijnirpistopi,  are  referred  to  the  fol- 
lowing works  (in  addition  to  the  well-known  authorities  of  Meursius,  Buicer,  Ducnnge, 
Morin,  Duaren,  Thomassin,  Ac),  Rhaban  Waur  de  Chorepucopu,  {SS.  CC.  Tom.  X.)t  Isi- 
dore de  Ecelei.  Offia.  L.  II.  c  6 ;  Balaamon,  Zonaraa,  Aristenus,  and  Bias  tares,  apud  Bevereg. 
Synodic. ;  Routh's  Reliq.  Sacra,  locis  citatis  ;  Zeigler  de  ChorepUcopii ,-  Natalia  Alexander  de 
Chorepitcopit  Diiterialio;  Boehmer  Jtu  Ecelei.  Protest.  Lib.  hi.  Tit.  iv. ;  and  Obtcmat. 
Select*  ad  caleea  P.  de  Marca  de  C.  S.  et  I.  observer,  ix.  c  XIII.  Vol.  I.  Dr.  Downame,  Arch- 
deacon Parker,  Dr.  Brett,  Bingham,  Nelson,  Johnson,  Burnet,  and  other  English  writer*, 
will  afford  much  information,  in  their  respective  works.— And  the  CC.  M.  B.  tt  II.  VoL  m. 
p.  398,  give  us  a  clear  and  circumstantial  account  of  the  duties  of  our  own  thortptstopi  in  the 
fifteenth  century,  in  the  commiesion  of  the  archbishop  of  Canterbury  to  the  bishop  of  Dromore. 
(*)  That  the  nPQTOIIAnAZ  succeeded  the  XQPEIIIZKOnOZ  in  the  East,  ia  expressly 
affirmed  by  Balsamon  and  Aristenus.  The  former  interpret*  the  XCPEIIlZKonoi  of  the 
eighth  canon  of  Antioch  by  nPOTOIIAnAiEZ  ;    and  the  latter  as  plainly  says,   XOPETII- 
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the  manner  of  the  Western  church  ;  in  wc*  the  burden  of  episcopacy  was  principally 
ean'd  by  the  distinct  offices  of  archdeacons,  and  ate J(pri(S tg  ' ;  the  former  whereof,  that 
they  ahoold  be  aoe  much  greater  in  dignity  then  y'  later,  who  were  of  the  higher 
order*,  may  seem  aoracw1  strange;  but  y*  histories  of  y°  church  will  easilie  remove 
y*  doubt,  if  we  consider,  that  at  Rome  y°  deacons  *  ever  had  y*  care  of  distributing  y* 

zkodoi  a  >!*•'  "'  np>i»  ''  "■*  ""i*"  ",  «"«■«  npQTonAiUAEs  x,yip>„«.    or  the 

jIPQTOnAnAZ,  more  presently :— npQTOIEPEYS,  as  its  synonym,  occurs  in  Gcu'i  Greek 
Ritual,  p.  387  »  hut  ii  not  found  in  Meursius  or  Suicer.  atrf)tprtBi)j)tn,  ptotnprMbnut, 
airhipapa,  and  prntopapa,  are  glossed  by  Sir  Henry  Spelman,  with  his  usual  judgment,  m 
synonymous.     See  Glonar.  Arehaiolop.  p.  39.  and  Moriian.  de  flrotopaple,  piurim. 

( ■ )  Archdeacons  and  arrbpiirtts  appeared,  according  to  Mosheim  (E.  R.  Vol.  i.  p.  3B7), 
and  Jablonski  (/.  it.  C.  Vol.  I.  p.  100),  in  the  fourth  century.  Both  are  mentioned  in  an 
epistle  of  Saint  Jerome,  A.D.  cccx-xxvm.,  and  in  the  seventeenth  canon  of  the  fourth 
council  of  Carthage,  A.D.  cccxcviii.  But  in  the  middle  of  the  preceding  century,  it  is  clear, 
on  the  authority  of  Anastasius  in  Sirto,  that  Saint  Laurence  wu  an  archdeacon,  the  same 
who  suffered  martyrdom,  A.D.  cclx.,  in  the  episcopate  of  Sixtui  of  Rome  ;  and  whose  duties, 
aa  the  first  of  the  seven  deacons,  and  the  church's  almoner,  are  sung  by  Prudentius,  in  verse* 
pertinent  to  the  text ; — 

"  Hie  primus  i  tcptem  triris, 
Qui  ilanl  ad  aram  proximi, 
Levi t a  ivblimii  gradu 
Et  caterit  pritttantinr  i 

Clauitrii  tacrorum  prasrat, 


Fidit  auberaant  clanibui 

Votnu/ue  diipeneane  open."  Hymn,  de  S.  Laubevt.  v.36. 
( " )  "  Stthf  prtBbj  t  tt  it  cue  rub  archidiacrmo,  ejutgue  praecptit,  ricul  epiicopi  rut,  iciat 
oUdirc."  Decret.  I.  Diitincl.  xxv.  de  Eceleriatticorum  Officii! ,  I.  12.  Corp.  Jut.  Can.  p.  34. 
"  Though  the  archpriest  be  major  ordine  than  the  archdeacon  (if  he  be  but  a  deacon  and  not 
a  priest"),  observes  Mr.  Somner  "  («■  gl.  in  c.  l.  de  Off.  Arehipreeb.  v.  rubene),  yet  is  the 
archdeacon  than  the  archpriest  major  dignitale."  Anliquitiet  of  Canterbury,  Part  I.  p.  175. 
See  Ducange  Glotiar.  in  voce  srehidiaconus ;  Kennett's  Partxh.  Antiq.  Vol.  n,  p.  35G;  and 
Cujacius,  quoted  by  Balusius,  in  his  notci  on  Gratian,  D.  I.  c.  25.  "  flrtbfnrtab|!ln  tubjectut 
eel  archidiacono,  preibyter  diacano  :   Quod  prima  fronts  mirum  vidclur  t  et  verum  eit  tataen." 

{')  De  officio  Diaconi,  tee  Decret.  I.  pare  Distinct,  xcrii.  pattim.  "  Numerum  et  miniite- 
rium  primiticum  diu  retinuit  diaconui,"  says  Spelman,  "  ilium  pro  rations  temparii  in  iep- 
Icnario  i  ittud  in  eurandu  meruit,  pecuniA  publico,  eirfuis,  et  pauperibut."  Gton.  p.  169, 
Prudentius,  at  w.  146,  seqq.  of  the  hymn  before  cited,  alludes  to  Saint  Laurence's  distri- 
buting the  oblations  of  the  church  to  the  poor  i 

"  Talei  (pauperei)  plateit  omnibus 
Exquirit,  ateuetot  alt 
Eocletia  mains  penu, 
Quae  ip$e  premvi  noverat." 
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part  of  the  revenues  and  oblations  o'y*  church,  wcb  were  sett  apart  for  y*  relief  of  y* 
numerous  poor  of  that  city  ;  that  they  were  y'  common  "EhSmoi  '  and  defenders  of  y* 
church,  and  were  besides  y*  Apocrisiarii  *  of  y*  B*"  of  Rome,  imploy'd  in  transacting 
y*  weighty  aflaires  of  y*  church  both  abroad  and  at  home ;  w™  must  needs  advance 
their  reputation,  whilst  y  order  of  presbyters  was  in  a  manner  lost  to  y*  world,  by 


( ' )  The  Itliwi  and  l*.k,r,i,hx*  of  the  Groeki  answered  to  tho  dtfentortt  ccclttia,  the 
nyndick*  of  the  church,  among  the  Latin*.  There  were  also  dtfentortt  pauperua,  u  appears 
from  the  fifth  council  of  Carthage.  It  waa  the  buiineii  of  syndic**  to  solicit  the  injured 
cause  of  the  church,  and  iu  poor  members,  in  civil  court) ;  and  if  not  there  remedied,  to 
address  the  emperor  in  the  name  of  the  church,  procure  a  precept  in  favour  of  the  aggrieved 
party,  and  see  it  executed.  This  duty,  by  our  rural  titan,  and  by  Zonaras,  (ad  Can.  3. 
Cholaetlon.)  auigned  to-  diaconal  ministration,  is  by  Codinua  {de  Qffle.  Comlanlinop.  o.  I.  30. 
p.  6)  made  pretbytsral,  being  bestowed  on  the  anfcpnab&tn  or  pcotupapas,  •'  HPQTOnAHAZ, 
Im}ih,  ami  *(Zth  »•  Bn'^uirit.  Bishop  Beveridge  is  of  opinion  that  the  chancellor  of  modern 
days  is  the  repressntative  of  thii  ancient  officer,  perhaps  the  ■^•hWiuf  :  and  so  Oodolphin, 
"  Those  whom  we  now  call  the  biihopt'  chancellouri,  are  the  very  self-same  pertona  in  office, 
that  anciently  did  exercise  ecclesiastical  jurisdiction  under  bishops,  end  were  called  eocltti- 
ecdici,"  Repertor.  Canon,  chap.  x.  I.  p.  81.  Stt  Beverog.  Synod.  Tom.  n.  p.  123.,  and  Rimth, 
Opuic.  Eecletiatt.  pp.  162— 3  ;  aluo  Meursii  Gloti.  in  p.  p.  148;  Ducange  in  o.  Vol.  I.  CoLJM) 
Spelman.  in  e.  p.  166  ;  and  in  w.  Advocate*  Eccletia,  p.  19 ;  Suicer.  T.  E.  coL  1046,  in  v. ; 
Thomassin.  V.  tt  N.  E.  D.  dt  bene/.  P.  r.  L.  n.  c  xvn.,  seqq. ;  llorin.  dt  S.  O.  P.  III. 
Exerc.  xvi.  c  vi. ;    Bingham's  E.  A.  B.  Iir.  c.  xi. ;  and  Gear  dt  Qffic.  Eecl.  Contl.  p.  286,  in 

(*)  Ducange's  account  of  the  impriMfii,  or  retpontaitt,  is  the  best  of  all  the  glossariu- 
grsphers  :  "  A.  praisrtim  ditH  qui  d  pcntifict  Romano,  vel  etiam  ab  arthitpimpit  ad  oomitatum 
ntitlrbanlur,  quo  ret  tceletiarum  tuarum  ptragerenl,  tt  at  iit  ad  principem  rt/errent.  Si  enim 
quapiam  moment  diffieultat  in  rebut  tccletiatlieu,  leu  politioit,  qua  A  prineipt  definiri  deberet, 
vel  dt  qui  eonndendut  Hit  ettet,  per  apoerttiarium,  qui  in  oamitalu,  itu  principit  curia  agebal, 
actilabatur  ;  qui  tt  pontifieetn,  i  quo  missus  eral,  dt  principit,  tt  vioittim  principem  dt  ponlifidt 
retpontit,  lanquam  inttrnunliut,  admontbat,  quoutqut  rtt  legitime  exitu  donantur."  Vol.  i. 
col.  660.  Hincmar  calls  the  Apocrisiarius  "  rtipontalit  ntgotiorum  teelteiattioerum,"  IM.  at 
Ord.  Palat.  c.  xm. ;  and  says  the  office  originated  in  the  days  of  Constantine  the  Great. 
Ep.  III.  C  XIII.  "  Primitii  hot  muntre  fimgebantur  tpittopi,  ted  quia  conrultiut  videbatur,  *t 
ipti  root  eurarent  eeeletiat,  plentmqut  diaccni  out  prttbyUri  scrum  vims  agtbant,  el  idea  *«-< 
*(u,iftti  appeOabontuT."  Suicer.  T.  £.  Tom.  I.  col.  456,  in  voce  ;  Meursii  Ghttar.  in  v.  p.  43, 
and  the  works  bsfore  cited  under  Miu  for  farther  information,  in  v.  Apocrisiariu*.  The 
council  of  Conitantinople  {A.D.  dxxxvi.)  presents  us  with  Mana^w  i  3n»ifii<r«T«  lidmtm, 
,rri;iH  ■•)  SnufvuifHc,  and  other*,  SS.  CC.  Tom.  v.  col.  1048.  2-£.'«f  tUmtm  ....  wXafSi  rot 
innfirui — col.  1064 ;  and  in  the  fifth  council  of  Aries,  we  have  Quinidiut  archidiaamut, 
Missus  A  Thtodotio  tpiteopo,  dec  —  Claudianut  ....  diaconut  mittut  ab  Emerilo  tpiteopo, 
Tom.  vi.  col.  462.  The  subscriptions  of  sitbpritsta  (proper  and  vicarious)  appear  to  the 
seventh  council  of  Toledo,  A.D.  act.in.-SS.  CC.  Tom,  vu.  col.  426. 
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their  close  attendance  upon  sacred  offices. — But  j*  office  of  y*  archdeacon  is  wuout 
j*  com  passe  of  oT  design  at  y*  present. 

As  for  y*  arrbprtKonttTil ',  there  were  of  them  two  sorts  in  the  church  -.  the  one  of 
j*  city;  sod  y*  other  of  y*  country.  Y*  of  y*  city  is  to  ray  judgm'  y'  same  wtt  y* 
chancellonr  of  y*  Mother  Church*  amg*  us;  as  may  verie  reasonably  be  gathered 
from  the  description  made  of  his  office  in  y*  Decretal*,  L.  i.  Tit.  xxiv.  cap.  i.  it.  m. 
where  amg4  other  things  it  is  said,  that  it  is  y'  awhptf* bnttW  dutie — asridvi  in  ecciid 
stare,  and  that  in  epitcopi  sui  absentid  ad  vicem  ejus  mUsarum  toUmma  ceUbret,  et 
coUectam  (that  is  mixta  matutina  aut  feriaUi)  dicat,  aut  cut  ipse  injunxerit,  cap.  I. : — 
and  cap.  II.  in  p'cipuis  festivitatib'  aut  ipse  (soil.  KCptpntjftntrc  cehbravem  miiM 
solenniter  impleat,  aut  ad  sui  justionem,  cui  commitST,  peragat  venerantir.  Soe  y" 
conncill  of  Toledo,  arrhtprrrfifigtrr  HvitaU.%  subest  arckidiac.  et  prindpaliter  pest 
pretthyteru  et  prmsbytsralibu*  qfficiis*.  And  soe  amg*  y*  Greeks  hoZtqc  iert  rov 
ffiyuxTos  Qipnr  ™  itvrtptTa  rov  'Apxupfvs.  Codin.  c  I.   next  to  y*  b*  in  y"  church ' ; 

( ' )  All  Brans,  in  the  language  of  the  church,  are  denominated  artijprtsbljttrs ; — of  whom 
the  canonists  make  two  kinds.  Lancellot  of  Perugium,  in  his  Institution*!  Juris  Canonici, 
(Lie,  I.  Tit.  xiv.  de  Officio  Hrciitpmbptm)  distinguishes  them  by  the  titles  of  urbani  and 
iltirf.  Others  again,  by  those  of  cf  b  I  ta  lenses  and  reralts,  urban!  and  bkanf,  &e.  In  the 
Summa  Silvetlrina,  fol.  mix.  the  S.  ruralis  is  defined  "  qui  praett  lotummodo  plebi  ;"  and 
tfbitaitnals  as  "  ecclesia  cathsdratis, — qui  alio  nomine  dieitur  BeCHnuS."  Such  also  is  the  dis- 
tinction of  the  epitomizer  A.  Corvinui,  p.  27. 

(')  By  "ychancellour  of  y"  Mother  Church  amg*  «»,"  Dr.  Priaulx  probably  means  in  the 
church  of  Sarum  ;  but  what  peculiar  functions  this  chancellor  perforins,  so  as  to  approximate 
more  nearly  than  the  Stan  to  the  type  of  the  ancient  arrhprUst  of  the  city,  the  editor  is  at  a 
loss  to  disoorer.  The  cathcBral  Bean  is,  by  common  Interpretation,  the  modern  representative 
of  the  BTthfpnsbnta  urbanua  or  cibftawnsts,  end  no  reason  is  known  to  the  writer  why  the 
analogy  should  not  obtain  in  the  church  of  Sarum,  at  well  as  elsewhere.  "  The  chief  over 
the  eonsestus  or  collegium  presbyterorvm,  or  the  viee-prases  next  to  the  bishop,"  says  Burnet, 
"  was  called  aicfilpvisbotit  or  tetanus,  idem  quod  deeurio,  qui  decern  miiitibus  praeral." 
Obsoroal.  on  the  Second  Apost.  Canon,  p.  68.  Probably,  Dr.  Priaulx,  in  the  course  of  tran- 
scribing copies  of  his  addrese,  carelessly  entered  the  chancellor  instead  of  the  titan  of  the 
Mother  Church. 

(')  These  quotations  are  all  taken  from  the  Decretals  of  Pope  Gregory  IX.  Lib.  1.  Tit.  xxiv. 
de  Officio  ttrrfalnrabntnl ;  being  there  found  — 1.  ex  Concilio  Toletano,  A.D.  ncxxxtti. 
11.  Leo  Papa  IV.  A.D.  dcccl.     In.  Idem  rod.  Anno. 

(')  The  BtchipmtmttT  of  the  Latins  was  the  nratnpMSbottr,  and  subsequently  the  protnpanaj 
of  the  Greeks,  as  already  stated.  And  the  canon  cited  in  the  text  from  Codinus  (de  Offic. 
Constant,  c.  1.  xxx.  p.  5),  denning  the  functions  and  rank  of  the  I3PCTOIIAI1A2  or  IIPOT0- 
fEPETZ  in  the  East,  is,  in  the  explanation  of  Gretser,  in  hit  commentary,  p.  161,  ("  de. 
feasor,  et  inter  saoerdotes  unit  primus,  et  sie  proximus  u  patriarchA")  equally  applicable 
VOL.  If.  H  H  to 
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and  hath  a  form  of  ordination  appointed  for  him  ',  as  may  be  seen  in  Qoar,  Evchol. 
p.  287. 

But  then  for  y»  tfcftiytaAgfaK  tanU»  <w*  us  call'd  y*  Bern  twill*)  he  was 
appointed  to  ease  y*  burden  of  episcopacy  in  minorib'  titulis  (sayes  y*  law*)  in  y* 
inferio*  or  country-churches :  and  on  the  behalf  and  instead  of  y*  bishop  was  intrusted 
»"  y*  oversight  of  y*  rorall  presbyters,  and  likewise  y*  people  comitted  to  their 
charge,  and  was  by  the  antients  esteem'd  an  office  aoe  necessarie  in  the  church,  that 
it  was  not  to  be  intermitted,  though  a  bishop  highly  qnalifyed  for  goverm' were  plac't 
in  y*  see;  because  aaies  the  law,  elsi  talde  idoneu*  tit  (i.e.  eput)  deoet  ffiut  tuaotura 
patriot ' — ut  in  nullo  titubet  etxleiiattUa  solicitude.  See  R.  Maurus  in  fine  c.  p'/at  .-*— 

fo  the  urban  arrhprust,  or  lathtOraHitan  of  the  West — iwtZrtt  ?i>  ■'■({•»  (Turcogracui,  fol.  218) 
"  primui  taeerdotum" — "  nnnoi  preibyter" — whose  dudes  in  the  Greek  church  are  farther 
illustrated  in  the  EYXOAOriON  of  Goar,  p.  271,  and  again,  p.  277,  and  note,  p.  267. 

(  I )  The  rS(,t  im&idUn  tit  -rt  nmtm,  nPOTOnPEZBYTEPON,  in  the  Greek  Ritual  referred 
to,  is  too  long  for  entire  transcription  ;  but  si  the  learned  editor  of  the  Euchologf  seems  to 
think  that  the  npOTOIIAIlAI  was  the  then  representative  of  the  more  ancient  XQPEI1I- 
IKOTTOZ,  and  had  authoritative  superintendence  over  country  presby ten  "  in  incit,-"— 
whereby  he  is  rendered,  of  course,  a  more  interesting  personage  to  a  modern  rural  Vm — 
("  proximui  Auto,  magna  ted  proximal  intervoJlo  !  ")  the  Introduction  of  the  beautiful  prayer 
(ex  Euchologio  AUatiano)  offered  up  by  the  i*x,ii(ilt  at  his  ordination,  will  not,  the  writer 
trustn,  be  deemed  impertinent.  The  volume  whence  it  ii  extracted — from  Dr.  Parr's  library 
at  Hatton — is  of  some  rarity,  and  not  likely  to  be  found  on  the  book-shelve*  of  many  of  the 
rural  clergy. 

The  protopMSofittr  (lIPQTOIEPETI — nPQTOiIAIUz)  kneels  at  the  step  of  the  altar, 
before  the  i(X"(''"i,  "ho  places  his  hand  upon  his  head,  and  thns  prays ; — 

6,EZnOTA  KYPIE  IHZOr  XPIETE,  '()  0EO2  *t*i',  t  ret  i^nii  x*C"f"»<  rif  yi'"  i-&. 
»»l  »S(  mint  !«;■•(  mm)  ti/hh  '*•  X*t"  *t"H  Itturi/Mif  *m)  mtrit  litmim  miriit  tbx*&ut  ttmlitm. 
f*t*»t,  TtZ  iifdwjxwi  intrAmtr,  juj  immtHit  riiit  im't&tfitntirMt  Xiirtbf'yti't  rtv  ftvmptv  t*V  ju)  mvrit 
IMrtt  rir  OtXfii  n/ti> — rO — »«i  rw  ei/ttirrri  mmrmmtrfnim  mbrh,  rtv  li  tfXj  IrrmrlMi  »■  rpt&rrifm 
™  Xm«  Ttu-  *«1  uAh  iwAttyfut  rtit  jut'  *v*w  ytArtm  »■«■■{<'««'  juti  far  ilAu&tiiii  **i  mSUSt  l» 
yiffii  mI»  nJino  rir  Sin  islunt»r,  ial  wirrm  li^if  «  i-yntli  0i«  Uiimi.   In  ri  J I  hritf  nflmt 

{')  "  ttnral  Deans  are  the  same  with  atibipveabnirri  bttant  or  rnraln,  and  their  names  are 
often  confounded,  but  more  frequently  occurreth  the  name  of  fltfbiprisbjjtn:,  and  is  more  used 
among  the  canonists  than  that  of  BuaitUS."     Somner's  Anliq.  of  Canterbury,  Part  I.  p.  176. 

(5)  The  law  referred  to  is  the. last  chapter,  t»*.  the  fourth,  of  the  Jietretal  before  men- 
tioned, D.  Gregot.  IX.  L.  i.  Tit.  miv.  dt  Officio  Srrhtprtsbvtrri.  iv.  "  Ut  singula  picket 
anhiprttbyltrvm  habeant."    See  Dr.  Field  of  the  Church,  p.  607- 

(')  This  reference  of  Dr.  P,  to  the  archbishop  of  Menu  is  probably  Intended  to  npint  out 
the  latter  part  of  L.  i.  c  5.  de  Iwtit.  CUrieor.  as  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  the  tbnrtplscopl  (of 
whom  the  archbishop  is  speaking)  and  rural  titans  in  common.     It  has  been  already  quoted. 
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'Hie  care  indeed  of  y*  antient  church  was  exceeding  great  for  y*  preservation  of 
discipline,  and  increase  of  beleevers,  aa  you  may  see  by  y*  fifty-seventh  Can.  of  y* 
counc.  of  Laodicea ',  where  yon  find  an  appointm'  of  y°  HEPIOAEYTH£,  y*  cfintm- 
RtrMtOt,  or  triiwrant,  whose  office  Blastares,  Zonarea,  and  Balaamon,  agree  y1  it  was. 


(')  The  fifty-seventh  canon  of  the  council  of  Laodicea  {A.D.  CCCLX1V.)  order*  the  institu. 
tion  of  HEPIOAEYTAI,  instead  of  XfiPEniZKOnoi.  The  words  of  the  canon  hare  been 
cited.  But  these  spiritual  physicians  were  not  then  established  for  the  first  time.  Indeed, 
before  the  date  specified  in  Dr.  P.'s  011%.  they  are  noticed  in  an  epistle  of  Peter,  archbishop 
of  Alexandria,  (circiter  A.D.Ccc),  under  the  title  of  "  /'rsibpteri,  quibui  permiiium  era! 
egenttm  ciiitare."  Routh,  Reliq.  Saer.  Vol.  III.  p.  348.  ti  Vet.  Vert.  Lai.— And  again,  in  an 
epistle  of  the  Egyptian  bishops,  written,  it  may  be,  by  Phileas,  bishop  of  Thmuis,  to  Meletiua, 
(about  the  same  time,)  under  the  titla  of  "  Cirevenevntet  et  patentee  vieitare."  BeKq.  Soar. 
VoL  hi.  p.  382.  «  Vet.  Vere.  Lot. 

It  is  somewhat  strange,  that  of  the  nEPIOAETTHZ,  whose  station  and  grade  seem  to  have 
been  between  the  villan  bishop  and  presbyter,  no  notice  whatever  should  occur  in  the  long 
and  varied  catalogue  of  Codinus.  He  is  briefly  mentioned  in  the  ETXOAOriON  of  Goer, 
p.  278. 

Upon  the  etymology  of  the  term  IIEPIOdEiTHX,  Salmatius  and  Suieer  are  at  issue  with 
Dr.  Priaulx,  hit  canonists  and  scholiasts,  with  Meursius  and  Guar.  The  words  of  the  cited 
canonists  of  the  text  appear  favourable  to  the  interpretation  of  the  ptiinBtuiat  being  itinerant 
.  preachers— H.EP10AEYTAI  li  ki?nr*i,  says  Zonaras,  ad  Can.  i.vu.  Laodicen.  hi  «■•  ai^\ixi,lr-j, 
mat  h^h  Tim  r,rr,lf,  ri'  tXtmt  Wi)(»t  (JWilavt  and  so  the  Greek  Ritual—  .■  I1EPI- 
OABYTHX  rifurmriw,  »)  llnyS,  t.'<h  pix>.4,.-x,  ilnXAii  tif  **•  ifUt^,,  wirrir.  Such  also  is  the 
Construction  put  upon  the  term  by  Dr.  Cava,  {P.  C.  Part  I.  c  vui.  p.  224),  and  Dr.  Routh, 
(Retiq.  Saer.  Vol.  in.  p.  477).  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  Salmasius  (de  Prmatu)  and  Suieer 
(The*.  Seel.)  that  the  pniooxBtae  were  residents  rather  than  itinerant!,  or  eiroumeurtaiore. 
And,  indeed,  notwithstanding  Gear's  "  Caveat  SaUaaeine  tte  circulators!  fucot  et  theriaeum 
divmdentei,  pro  oerie  cerporum  ouraloribai  ingerat,"  dec  (Euchot,  p,  289) — there  is  much 
plausibility  in  these  learned  men's  hypotheses.  The  primary  signification  of  nEPIOAEYTHZ, 
say  they,  being  rtcdiaat,  cujvtcvnque  morbi  curator  (not  luttrator,  eircitor,  as  supposed  by 
Meursius,  Gl.  p.  420)  i  the  term  may  secondarily  signify  eurator  anions,- — whence  presbyters 
of  urban  and  rural  parishes,  with  cure  of  souls,  were  called  curati.  "  Nun  enim,"  says 
Suieer,  Vol.  H.  coL  676,  in  voce—"  I1EPIOAEYTAI  Mi,  oui  pro  rbotSpUuint*  dicli  eunt,  et  in 
eot-um  nomen  locumque  tueeeuertmt,  ita  vacabantur,  quod  eireitorei  eeeenl.  In  uno  guippe  loco 
matiebant  iunwmi,  id  eet  curantei,  ut  urMum  cpitcopi."  Hoffman  says:  "  tPrriuBruta, 
Grace  (IEPIOAEYTHZ,  biBitalST  eit — qfficivm  eoeteeiaetieum  apod  Gracoe,  inttitutum  in  concilia 
Laodiventi,  pro  villit,  terrie,  ae  eaitellit,  in  qnibue  epitcopi  nan  erant.  ....  Jidem  in  Con- 
ttantinopoiitana  n/nodo  buUiatotti,  d  Grcgorio  TheaaUmio.  Ambulatorst,  a  Balsamone  rial  cftl 
dicuntur,"  &c.  Vol.  ill.  p.  864,  in  voce.  The  p<  dour  Ilia  was,  in  grade  of  office,  intermediate 
between  the  ctorfpiicipi*  and  presbyter ;  as  is  distinctly  set  forth  by  Gennadius,  patriarch 
of  Constantinople,  in  hi*  epistle  published  by  Alexius  Aiiatinus,  in  his  Synopsis.  See 
Bevereg.  Synodic.  Tom.  II. 

h  h  a 
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to  goe  from  village  to  village  in  y*  country,  and  nonaftii^tiv  ves*  mtrrmx;,  by  corrup- 
tion, admonition  and  enconragm1  (as  need  was)  to  help  forward  y*  salvation  of  be- 
lievers, and  to  labour  also  in  y*  conversion  of  infidells:  this  office  instituted  abl  y* 
yeer  of  X1  cccxli.  is  y*  wch  (as  before  I  hinted)  may  be  thought  to  have  weaken 'd  y 
credit  of  y  I howptsronf ;  and  seems  to  be  y*  same  w"  the  ESAPXOI '  of  y*  bishops 
in  after  ages,  as  some  doe  rightly  conjecture. 


(')  Not  the  jmgi-ffH'iAJnu  io  called,  with  whom  we  have  no  concern;  but  EEA.PXOI  under 
the  bishops  of  later  date.  "  Potted  ESAPXOI  dieti  quoqve  tf)ot(  pis  topi,"  says  Meursius  in 
Glostar.  p.  157—"  ?w»ri  ex  prineipatn  dependents!  uliorum.  Hme  Mud  tahetiatta  in  Con.  IX. 
Synodi  AnHoehena,  XQPEniZKOIIOI,  d  ,i.  Xiyifum  ESAPXOI,  tin  rmrpStx-  •"'•>  """  ****- 
mXine."  When  alluding  to  the  supposed  identity  of  twtdjl  and  ntrioOetuai,  aod  giving  hi* 
■auction  to  it*  probability,  our  author  had  in  view,  likely,  Baliamon'i  commentary  on  the 
cited  canon  of  Laodicea — IIEPIOAEYTAI  K  tint  i!  rifiifit  «-(«£*Xli^<(*  «f£  rSr  innkn 
ESAPXOI'  tint  yi(  nptSti.it,  »I  hnwyfa  r*  ^v^'>a  rfikfutm.  «i  ut^ri^w  nit  nrrm,. 
See  Oretaeri  Comment.  L.  I.  c.  in.  in  Codini  cap.  I.  4.  p.  167  ;  and  Goari  Atmotatt.  ad  EYXO- 
AOnON  Gneeorvm,  p,  288,  in  voce  IfrtX"- 

Many  of  the  lerricei  of  the  Eastern  riarrh  (a  functionary  aMnredly  very  nearly  allied  to 
the  ITEPIOAEYTHZ  and  precedaaeous  bishop  at  tf)i  connttB)  were  heretofore  performed  by 
archdeacon!,  and  btcsn  arrf|prf«sts  or  rutal  BtanB,  in  the  Western  parts  of  Europe — a  circum- 
stance which  render!  any  attempt  to  illuatrate  his  duties  not  ont  of  place  in  these  notes. 
Indeed,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  reader,  that  out  of  the  (honptstepal  office  sprung  tha 
rural  Stan's  (aa  is  fully  shewn  elsewhere  from  Spelman,  Valesius,  Stillingfleet,  and  other 
competent  authorities)  ;  and  therefore  if  the  former  approximate  in  tha  same  degree  to  tha 
tiflrrhital  office,  there  will  be  little  difficulty  io  connecting  the  Utter  with  the  ardjtptesbDtital 
of  tftt  muntrn.  But  to  facts  ; — Codious  (p.  168)  tells  us  that  (XBtcbs  were  viear*  and  legatee, 
or  ambassadors,  of  the  patriarchal  see — collectors  of  patriarchal  dues  and  subsidies  ; — that 
they  bad  power  of  deposing  and  ei  communicating  offender*  against  church-discipline,  r>S 
ifyit  rwiii  ««)  aff/{i»  >('  tv>jytvi  mlrUt  |  and  lastly,  of  absolving  penitent*,  for  which  they 
were  furnished  by  the  patriarch  with  proper  letters,  entitled  rvyx>tfwraiit  yfAppian.  Tvrctt- 
grme.  fol.  210. 

Again,  from  Ooar  we  learn  that  the  EXAPXOI  »*v{«£ei*»)  were  delegate  officers,  appointed 
to  vi«it  the  different  provinces  of  the  patriarchate  ;  wherein  they  were  to  inquire,  amongst 
other  things,  whether  canonical  discipline  was  strictly  observed  in  all  private  churches ; — 
whether  the  manners'of  the  clergy  were  lax  and  needed  correction ; — whether  the  laity  lived 
in  obedience  to  God's  laws.  In  short,  they  were  efsfUtorts,  subordinate  and  responsible  to 
the  patriarch,  from  whom  they  derived  their  commission,  and  to  whom  they  were  bound  to 
deliver  their  acts  of  visitation.  Moreover,  they  were  officially  concerned  in  the  ceremonial  of 
ordination — the  appointed  ministers  of  their  superior  in  advancing  candidates  through  the 
different  grade*  of  orders — as  appears  from  a  cited  diploma  in  Ooar  ;  who,  in  hi*  day,  say* 
he  had  personally  known  many  of  these  Eastern  cmumnttsatortB — I  ft  uirit  EJCAPXOS  **) 

»if  IJnl  itfmtlm  fUMjrrn   Si«   «r  Ufi  n'lpt  3*Ppir  lit   Tim   hut,   a-(»£i/Wu  ftlrk  t£t  rmfut/unn 
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In  y°  canon  law  you  have  the  offices  of  the  arrijlprasfejttt  of  tt)(  ritj  and  Semi 
rutall  fully  set  down,  agreeable  for  y*  maine  to  w*  are  customarily  us'd  amongst  us; 
w"  for  satisfaction  of  those  of  my  brethren  who  want  y°  helpes  of  y*  books  themselves, 

I  have  transcrib'd  ont  of  one  of  their  epitnmists ' Hie  (sett,  atrfjtpnwbstn 

urbanud  victm  epucopi  absentia  gerit,  curam  presents*  minvU.  Nam  officio,  sacra 
in  cantandd  mitsd,  benediciionib'  conferendis,  sacrmtis  adminutrandis,  et  ut  tacer- 
dotes  in  h*  administrandi*  probe  §e  geraitt,  curat.  pamilentem  infirmum,  contullo 
epucopo,  reconciiiat ;  pwniam  cunctis  aliu  tacerdoiib'  injungit ;  arckidiaconi  pTcep- 
tu,  sicut  et  episcopi,  obsequium  ffbet,  &c. 

Hie  (act/,  arcfriprasbjttt  turalffi  et  BwanuB  (to  quod  decern  derieit  rura  mcolen- 
libu*  p'tit)  dictuM,  laicorum  et  prasbyterorum,  qui  ecciiai  minaret  nt  thipfftbgtfiatui 
tubjectai  administrant,  curam  habet.  Grama  delicto,  si  qure  indderent,  epitco  »ig- 
mficat.  Stride  ea,  quce  ab  epo  decreta,  tequit r.  Arckidiacono  paret.  Jurisdic- 
tionem  habet  valuntariam,  nan  ctmtentiotam*.  Corvin.  L.  1.  Tit.  xvi.  Bat  for  y* 
titan  nirall'jJ  obedience  of  y*  archdeacon  (as  he  is  attbipra'SSjittr)  I  doubt  whether  it 
holds  w"1  as:  my  reason  is,  because  y*  titan  tuifill  is  in  this  church  chosen  by  the 
bishop  alone,  and  by  him  alone  may  be  diaplac't,  and  soe  to  him  alone  his  obedience 
is  due; — whereas  it  was  otherwise  supposed  by  this  anthour,  who  grounds  himself 
upon  y°  rule  of  the  law,  Deer.  L.  i.  Tit.  xxm.  c.  7.  Ad  hate,  casus.      Where  it  is 


fUifrufiSr  ni  n  film,  m)  n<  iXimint  mtrvSt,  jui  ir«ms  Itifmi  mmmimni  trmfarnfitun'  In  yt  /4h  "" 
«■  yi^iui  wtxXkxyiUtTmt  Irirrmniru  <r(iT(iwf  **!  iwr(T$.  *.  r.  A.  These,  and  other  im- 
portant duties  of  oriental  iiarrha,  have,  long  since,  devolved  on  officers  of  superior  figure  to 
the  author  and  hi)  annotator  in  the  Western  church.  But  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble 
of  referring  to  Bishop  Kecnett's  Parochial  Antiquities,  Vol.  II.  pp.  349,  seqq.,  or  to  the  jaJuIM 
13 1  can  it  a  e  ttnraUs  of  the  writer,  he  will  find,  that  in  by-gone  days,  when  chancellor!  and 
vi  can  -general  were  leas  amply  furnished  with  delegations  of  episcopal  power  than  at  present, 
many  of  the  tmth'ff  function!  were  executed  by  Mesa  arcfcpaftbntas  in  England  and  occidental 

{')  Arnoldus  Corrinns  a  Belderen  I.  U.  D.  whose  "Jus  Canontcum,  per  Aphoritntoi  itrictiia 
exphcahtn,"  is  an  instructive  breviary  of  the  canon  law ;  consisting;  in  part  of  the  writings 
of  the  holy  fathers,  and  the  canons  of  ancient  councils  ;  and  in  part  of  the  decrees  end  con- 
stitutions of  popes,  reduced  into  a  compendious  form,  of  easy  reference. 

(*)  The  Mentz  professor  applies  this  final  clause  on  the  nature  of  atdlipttsbgWral  jurisdic- 
tion belli  to  tlto  and  roniitin  titans  i  "  Habent  ardjfprtafttfltrl  juris dictimietn  voluntariatn,  am 
contentiotam,  ne.0  territorial*  ullum  ;  nisi  in  /era  pamitentiati  r  et  turn  Mud  episeopo  est  com- 
muni,"  p.  23.  Moreover,  he  adds,  "  Uterque  presbgter  esse  debet,  out,  si  mm  est,  intra  annum 
fieri  ;  ut  architliaconttt,  si  turn  est,  diaconus."  Cltm.  I.  ds  atat.  et  qual.  o.  I.  ditt.  00. 
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Bayd  y'  y*  titan  rurall  is  joyntly  chosen  by  y'  bp  and  archdeacon,  and  bo  must  be 
displae't  by  the  concurrence  of  yn  both '. 

Aa  for  y"  esteem  y*  church  of  England  had  of  y*  in  former  times,  I  shall  only  give 
yon  one  instance  out  of  Bag.  Hoveden  in  Henr.  II. ;  where,  speaking  of  the  Bctitnar 
j&alaljinae  *  (as  they  were  call'd)  a  contribution  for  reinforcing  y*  holie  warre,  he 
tells  yon  y1  y*  collection  of  those  tenths  was  not  sett  on  foote  untill  -facta  priu* 
excommunicaoe  ab  archiepuc.  epuat  tt  HtrblnratCbnt.  lingitli*  in  tingulis  partechii* 
taper  unum  quemque  qui  decimam  pTtaxatam  nan  dederit,  tub  pratenHd  tt  contci- 
entid  iiiorum  qui  debeni  inUreue — whereof  y*  «rfanT*g£tn'  or  Bran  nivall  was  to  be 
one,  and  y*  other  were  persons  and  officers  of  note. 

Thus  having,  in  as  few  words  as  I  could,  deelar'd  onto  yon  the  dutie  of  my  place 


( ' )  Upon  the  right  of  election  and  appointment  of  Owns  rural,  originally,  without  doubt, 
exercised  by  the  biahop  atone  in  all  dioceses,  but  subsequently  conceded  to  the  clergy  and 
archdeaconi,  separate! y  or  conjointly  (the  bishop  reserving  to  himself  the  power  of  approval 
and  disapproval)  in  tome,  (dependant  on  the  eontuetudo  haorum),  much  is  said  in  the  Karat 
Bteanlrat  Knralts,  Pan  lit.  Sect.  t. 

The  case  referred  to  by  Dr.  Priaulx  is  at  the  close  of  the  seventh  chapter  of  the  twenty. 
third  title,  de  Officio  Archidiacani — a  rescript  of  Pope  Innocent  III.  (A.D.  mccii  v.)  Decretal. 
Gregor.  IX.  L.  I.  vn.  6.  "  Subsequent ir  pottea  quativiiti  utrim  tltcani  ruraltS,  qui  pro  tem- 
pore itatuunlur,  ad  mandatum  fuw»  tolim,  vel  archidiacani,  vel  Clint*  utriuirjuc  imtilvi  debennt 
vel  deitihti,  it  fueHnt  antovendi.  Ad  hoe  brevitir  rctpondemtte,  quid  cum  ab  omnibut,  quad 
omius  tangit,  approbari  debeat ;  el  cum  commune  eorum  decanut  offieium  exerceal  ;  commvititir 
e*t  cligendui,  vel  etiam  amavendui." 

(3)  "  Decima  Saladimt,  at.  Saladinidet,  dicuntur  qua  in  cimcilio  Pariiienti,  A.D.  HCLXTITJII. 
Philippe  Regi  Fmncorum  in  oppugnationem  Saladini  Mahometani  principle  conceit*  erant." 
Bpelman.  Glotiar.  Arch.  p.  166,  in  voce  ;  Ducange  Gloeiar.  Vol.  n.  col.  729,  in  voce.  The  par. 
ticular  occasion  alluded  to  by  Dr.  P.  !■  the  decimation  of  the  year  above  quoted,  via,  ugxtiii. 
When  Henry  II.,  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  archbishop  of  Tyre,  determined  on  a 
crusade  to  the  Holy  Land,  in  conjunction  with  the  king  of  France  and  earl  of  Flanders.  The 
detinue  in  question,  "  in  tubventionent  terra  Ieroiolymitana,"  were  ordered  to  be  collected  by 
the  rural  atthprrsbouts  or  titans,  aided  by  other  officers  ;  excommunication  of  all  non-payers 
being  previously  denounced  by  the  same  personages.  "  Coltigatur  aulem  pecunia  iiln  in  rin- 
ffullt  parochiis,"  says  Hoveden's  report  of  the  edict,  "  praiente  pretbgtero  pareehlm,  et  arrfiiptca- 
bnttTO,  et  wno  templario,"  Ac.  See  Wilkins,  LL.  Anglo  Saxon,  p.  336.  Ex  Bog.  Hoveden.  in 
anno,  and  also  Concilium  Gaintingtonente,  A.C.  mcliiivih.  Henr.  II.  36.  in  C.  M.  B.  et  H. 
Vol.  I.  p.  491. 

For  other  like  employments  of  the  Bran  rural  In  collecting  the  Rome.icot  or  Peter-pence  for 
the  sob  of  Rome — the  taxes  imposed  upon  the  clergy  by  the  State — the  cothedratica  due  to 
the  bishops,  dec.  too  numerous  to  be  cited  here,  the  reader  It  referred  to  the  author's  Ijoret 
Becanitat  Ktarakt,  Part.  vr.  Sect.  xh. 
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(tht-  prindpall  end  whereof  is  y'  eteroall  wellfare  of  y*  church  and  people  of  God 
which  you  yourselves  likewise  at  your  ordination  have  promised  to  promote,  and  doe 
for  y'  reason  eat  y*  bread  of  yor  Ood)  I  hope  yon  will  w*  all  Xtian  meekness  and 
candour  receave  from  me  such  intimations  for  y°  future,  w"out  any  imputation  of 
arrogance  or  inovation,  as  the  Divine  Mn*  shall  be  pleas'd  to  direct  me  in,  for  y*  inf 
and  conscionable  performance  of  my  dutie,  and  y*  discharge  of  y*  trust  his  Lo»  hath 

My  R4.  Brethren,  your  affectionate  Brother  &  Serv1  in  X'. 


3tabn  $tf<rali. 


From  the  year  moclxxxviii.,  when  Bishop  Burnet  succeeded  Bishop  Ward,  the 
office  of  htm  ruval  seems  to  have  become  extinct  in  the  diocese  of  Sarnm,  till  it  was 
revived  in  the  episcopate  of  Bishop  Fisher'.  There  are  no  traces  of  its  existence 
during  the  incumbencies  of  Bishops  Burnet,  Talbot,  Willis,  Hoadly,  Sherlock,  Gilbert, 
Thomas,  Drummond,  Thomas,  Home,  Harrington,  and  Douglas. 

Respecting  the  intentions  of  the  two  latter  prelates,  in  reference  to  the  office,  Mr. 
Boucher  supplies  the  following  information.  "  Bishop  Barrington  once  proposed  to 
appoint  ratal  otams  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting  a  parochial  visitation  of  the  diocese ; 
and,  with  that  view,  drew  np  and  printed  Articles  of  Inquiry  for  each  parish  and  cha  • 
pelry  within  the  counties  of  Wilts  and  Berks,  to  be  filled  up  by  the  niral  brans,  and 
returned  to  him  at  a  given  time.  Bat  finding,  subsequently,  that  he  was  not  autho- 
rised by  custom  to  take  any  such  step  (no  evidence  of  such  an  appointment  appearing 
in  the  registry  of  episcopal  acts)  he  laid  it  aside ;  and  instead  thereof,  adopted  the  plan 
of  giving  a  special  commistion  to  the  archdeacons  of  the  diocese,  authorising  and 
enjoining  them  to  make  a  parochial  visitation  of  their  several  archdeaconries.  And, 
for  that  purpose,  he  supplied  them  with  duplicate  copies  of  Article*  of  Inquiry,  in 
sufficient  number  to  allow  of  one  for  each  parish  and  chapelry,  to  be  filled  up  and 
left  at  the  place,  and  another  to  be  returned  to  the  bishop.  Such  returns  were  made, 
and  afterwards  bound  together,  and  deposited  in  the  bishop's  private  muniment-room 
at  the  palace."  See  A  Letter  to  the  Clergy  of  the  Dinette  ofSarum,  by  Shute,  Lord 
Bishop  of  Sarum,  A.D.  mdcglxxxix. — Editor. 

(')  The  formula  of  appointment  employed  by  Bishop  Fisher  on  the  occasion  of  his  reviving 
the  office  in  the  diocese  of  Swum,  win  meetly  the  same  as  that  previously  in  nee  in  tbe  dio- 
ceses of  Bristol  and  Bath  and  Wells — mutatis  mutandis.  It  is  not  necessary,  therefore,  to 
reprint  it  hers. 
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"  Bishop  Douglas,  after  having  presided  over  the  diocese  many  yean,  finding 
numerous  complaints  of  dilapidations  of  churches  and  glebe-houses,  and  recollecting 
what  had  taken  place  in  his  former  diocese  of  Carlisle,  resolved  to  appoint  ratal  titan* 
in  that  of  Sanim.  Bat,  after  several  consultations  on  the  subject,  his  lordship  gave 
up  his  intention,  being  of  opinion  that  it  exceeded  bis  authority.  He  also,  like  Bishop 
Barrington,  gave  particular  instructions  to  his  archdeacons  to  investigate  the  com- 
plaints which  had  been  made;  and  a  satisfactory  report  was  afterwards  rendered  to 
the  bishop  on  the  subject  of  them."  See  my  remarks  on  Mr.  Boucher's  Letter,  at 
p.  444. 

Since  the  second  revival  of  the  office  by  Bishop  Fisher  (A.D.  m dcccvii. — noccaiv.) 
—for  I  give  Bishop  Ward  the  merit  of  the  first — (and  both  prelates  were  probably 
induced  to  restore  it  from  having  seen  its  utility  in  the  diocese  of  Exeter,  whence 
tbey  were  respectively  translated  to  Serum) — the  diocesan  alone  has  appointed  to  it; 
— the  archdeacons,  and  sometimes  the  clergy  mentioning  to  the  bishop  the  names  of 
individuals  qualified  for  the  office ; — not,  however,  as  exercising  any  right  of  co-elec- 
tion— for  the  office  is  considered  as  being  vested  in  the  bishop's  personal  jurisdiction 
— but  us  willing  helpmates  in  support  of  church-discipline,  and,  generally  speaking, 
most  capable  from  their  local  knowledge  of  the  different  Dl auric*,  and  their  personal 
knowledge  of  the  resident  clergy,  to  point  out  to  the  diocesan  the  fittest  persons  to 
fulfil  the  charge ;  which  is  held  for  such  a  term  as  the  bishop  may  think  expedient — 
i.e.  durante  cpiscopi  bencplacita. 

Such  is  the  present  constitution  of  the  office  under  the  venerable  Bishop  Burgess ; 
who  has  rendered  it  much  more  effective  '  during  his  occupation  of  the  see  of  Sarum, 
by  enjoining  on  his  Deans  ratal  annual  or  more  frequent  inspection  of  churches  and 
chapels,  with  their  ornaments  and  furniture,  churchyards,  manses,  &c : — by  circulating 
periodically  Visitation  Articles  af  Inquiry,  to  be  formally  filled  up  by  them,  and 
deposited  in  the  archives  of  the  see ; — by  distributing  mandates,  and   prosecuting 


{')  The  effective  condition  of  the  office  of  Dsnt  ratal  in  the  archdeaconry  of  Sarum  is  thus 
Touched  for  by  the  venerable  LUcombe  Clarke,  in  his  Charge  delivered  to  the  Clergy,  A.D. 
MDccCXXX.  "  With  regard  to  Other  important  archidiaconal  duties,  viz.  the  visiting  the 
several  churches  within  the  archdeaconry,  and  ascertaining,  for  the  information  of  the  bisbop, 
by  personal  inspection,  the  state  of  these  sacred  buildings,  together  with  tbat  of  the  glebe- 
houses  and  glebe-lands,  much  is  done,  and  done  efficiently,  in  this  diocese  by  the  rural  Tirana, 
whose  exertions  have  been  attended,  in  many  instances,  with  the  best  effects.  They  are 
therefore  entitled  to  much  praise  for  so  kindly  consenting  to  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  to 
this  service."     (Charge,  p.  7.) 
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inquititicmt ',  where  necessary,  by  the  instrumentality  of  Brane  rural ; — and  lastly,  by 
holding  a  yearly  conference  of  all  the  Of  ana  of  the  three  archdeaconries  of  the  diocese. 


( ■ )  A*  an  example  of  one  of  the  many  inquiries  prosecuted  by  Btans  rural  In  th  it  diocese, 
I  subjoin  the  following  letter,  addressed  by  Bishop  Burgess  to  the  Utrnu  rural  in  general, 
on  the  unition  of  small  contiguous  benefices,  as  suggested  by  the  Primate  a  few  yean  since. 
Dui  Si*,  Saliiburv,  Mag  *,  1833. 

la  compliance  with  a  desire  expressed  by  his  Grace  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury,  for 
carrying  into  effect  His  Majesty's  pleasure,  that  a  report  should  be  made  to  "  111*  Majesty  in 
Council  of  the  names  of  all  benefices,  which,  on  account  of  the  smallness  of  their  population 
and  value,  might  be  permanently  united  with  some  contiguous  benefice  in  the  same  or  any 
adjoining  diocese,  with  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  respective  parishes  |  "—I  am  to 
request  that  you  will  have  the  goodness,  In  conjunction  with  the  Reverend  Francis  Lear,  to 
report  to  me,  offer  due  inquiry,  the  name*  of  all  benefices  in  the  Beairrp.  of  Cbalka  answering 
the  above  description,  which  might,  in  your  judgment,  be  permanently  united  with  was*  anal 
lehat  other  Bantiguaut  benefice  in  my  own  or  any  adjoining  diocese. 

It  will  be  unnecessary  for  you  to  extend  your  inquiry  to  benefice*  of  which  the  joint 
population  eaceeda  one  thousand,  and  of  which  the  joint  net  yearly  value  exceeds  5001. 
Neither  must  the  churches  be  more  than  two  miles  ainnder. 

"I  hare  made  a  similar  request  of  the  other  rural  Beans  of  my  diocese,  as  to  benefices  within 
the  other  BtsnrltS  ;  and  I  subjoin  a  list  of  their  names,  that  you  may  confer  with  any  of  them, 
if  neceaiary,  with  respect  to  benefices  in  another  Dtanra,  cuMigiwat  to  those  in  your  Btantp. 
I  also  subjoin  the  Form,  In  which  I  wish  your  report  to  be  made ;  and  I  request  you  to  sand 
your  report,  when  completed,  to  the  archdeacon  of  Serum- 

I  remain,  dear  Sir,  your  faithful  Servant, 
To  th*  Sm.  W.  Dantef,  T.  Sabu  at. 

■»aral»ta»«/C*oir». 

FORM  OF  REPORT. 
Rbfobt  of  the  Reverend  and  the  Reverend  to  the  Bishop 

of  of  Benefices  in  the  UsanTD  of  which,  in  their  judgment, 

might  be  permanently  united  with  another  benefice,  in  the  diocese  of  Salisbury,  or  an 
adjoining  diocese,  with  advantage  to  the  inhabitants  of  both  parishes. 


The  Kama  of  the  two  1 
Benefices  propoied    .  County. 

BtanrD. 

_ 

Joint  Population, 
according  to  the 
Census  o?  1831, 

of  the  two  Bens- 

Joint  net 
yearly  value 
of  [he  two 
Benefices. 

_ 

1 
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at  the  episcopal  palace ' ; — reviving  therein  the  Image  of  those  elder  conventions,  st 
which  the  tttanf  rural,  as  the  proper  delegates  and  standing  representative*  of  die 
parochial  clergy,  were  heretofore  wont  to  deliver  their  acta  vUitationit  to  their  diocesan, 
and  to  report  and  consult  with  him  on  the  spiritual  condition  of  their  respective 
UtcawrtfS — "  ut  qua  ex  iptorum  judicio  reformation*  opu*  habere  eomperientttr.oom- 
muni  cont'dio  emendentttr."     (8$.  CC.  Tom.  an.  coL  1 292.  can.  x  vm.) 

The  rtital  btanH  at  present  appointed  within  the  archdeaconries  of  Saturn,  Wilts, 
and  Berks,  constituting  the  diocese  of  Salisbury,  are : — 


Btanme  of 
Amesbury      .     . 


Wily 


Marlborough 
Avebory  .  . 
Crieklade.     . 


&rrf)oeatonrj!  of  j&rum. 
Rev.  Charles  Grove,  A.M.,  rector  of  Odstock,  and  prebendary 

of  Minor  Part  AUarit,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Saratn. 
Rev.  O.  Augustas  Montgomery,  A.M.,  rector  of  Bishopatone, 

and  prebendary  of  Rutcomb,  in  the  cathedral  church  of 

Sarum. 
.     Rev.  F,  Lear,  B.D.,  rector  of  Chilmark,  and  prebendary  of 

Netherhaoen,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Sanim . 

W.  Dansey,  A.M.,  rector  of  Donhead  Saint  Andrew. 

Rev.  W.  D.  Thring,  D.D.,  rector  of  Sutton  Veny,  and  Fiaberton 

de-la- Mere. 

G.  P.  Lowther,  A.M.,  rector  of  Orchestra  Saint  George. 

Rev.  W.  Fisher,  A.M.,  rector  of  Poulshot,  and  prebendary  of 

Itfracomb,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum. 
T.  A.  Methuen,  A.M.,  rector  of  Allcannings. 

fttcbttacotttD  of  a&iltfl. 
.     Rev.  G.  P.  Buxton,  A.M.,  rector  of  MUdenhalL 

H.  Wilson,  A.M.,  rector  of  Collingboume  Dncis. 

Rev.  E.  Vincent,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Rowde. 

T.  H.  Ripley,  A.M.,  rector  of  Wootton  Baasett. 

.     Rev.  N.  G.  Woodroffe,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Somerford  Keynes. 


(')  Quotannit,  eerlo  dtiignatoque  die,  ornjiei  &td)(pttsbpttrf  epitcopum  aecodutil,  atqxe  cum 
ilia  de  statu  tuonan  reipectivi  dittrirtunm  tonfsrant,  exponantque  quid  tinguli,  turn  in  viiila- 
tione,  fim  tongitgallonflnLB  pasuram  out  aliunde  obtervarinli  quidqvid  pro  bono  paroehiamm 
tlatuendwm  judicarenl ;  Bo  deinde  pott  mutuant  ooliationem,  matvramqve  deliberationet*  audianl, 
qum  pro  laiute,  no  Militate  animanin  epiicoput  ttotuenda  et  ordinandi!  dnsorit."  Van  Espeo, 
/.  B.  V.  P»r«  I.  Tit.  vi.  c.  IV.  p.  31. 


Jigged  byG00gIe 


Sect.  XXV.  2.  a] 


Biocnc  of  j&sligfntttt. 


467 


Malmesbury  .     .     .     Rev.  E.  Ryder,  A.  M„  rector  of  Oaksey. 
Chippenham  Division,  Rev.  E.  Ravenshaw,  A.M.,  vicar  of  West  Kington. 

W.  Short,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Chippenham,  and  prebendary 

of  Stratford,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Surum. 

SrrhBfaconvs  of  #«fc3. 
Rev.  T.  Pearson,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Sparsholt. 

W.  Slatter,  A.H.,  rector  of  Cumnor. 

Rev.  R.  B.  Fisher,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Basildon. 

Rev.  W.  Bishop,  A.M.,  rector  of  Upton  Nervett. 

II.  R.  Dukinfield,  A.M.,  vicar  of  St  Giles's,  Reading,  and 

prebendary  of  Winttrbourne  Earlt,  in  the  cathedral  church 

of  Sara rn, 

W.  L.  Rham,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Winkfield. 

Rev.  George  Wylde,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Chieveley. 

Henry  Majendie,  A.M.,  vicar  of  Speen,  and  prebendary 

of  Bemitutrr  Prima,  in  the  cathedral  church  of  Sarum. 


Abingdon 


Wallingford  . 
Reading   .     ■ 


Newbury  . 


3.  Commission  for  the  Rural  Bcan#  of  the  Diocese  of  Sarum, 
by  Bisbop  Burgess. 

THOMAS,  by  Divine  permission.  Bishop  of  Sarum,   To  our  well-beloved  and 

reverend  brother,  clerk,  rector  of  in  the  Deantn  of 

and  our  diocese  of  Sarum,  greeting — 

Whereas  we  have  thought  fit,  upon  mature  consideration,  to  continue  the  ancient 
authority  and  use  of  rural  Brans,  in  order  that  by  persons  of  the  best  ability  and 
integrity,  in  each  of  the  ecclesiastical  divisions  called  Utaariw,  we  may  be  regu- 
larly and  fully  informed  of  the  condition  in  which  all  things  are,  in  all  parts  of  our 
said  diocese — We,  therefore,  having  a  good  account  and  opinion  of  the  piety  and 
learning,  and  confiding  in  the  diligence  and  prudence,  of  you  the  said 
do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and  appoint  you  to  be  a  ratal  titan,  in  the  Grant  £ 
of  aforesaid,  daring   our  will  and  pleasure;   requiring  of  you  to 

observe,  inquire  into,  and  report  to  us,  all  things  and  persons  within  all  the  parishes 
of  the  said  btnnrn  to  you  assigned,  concerning  which  it  may  be  proper  for  us,  or 
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useful  to  our  diocese,  that  we  should  have  information.  And  in  order  that  yon  may 
be  prepared  to  make  the  said  reports  to  us  intelligently,  and  upon  sore  grounds,  we 
do  especially  desire,  charge,  and  empower  you,  on  oar  behalf,  to  visit  personally,  and 
examine,  once  in  the  year,  at  least,  every  church,  chape!,  chancel,  church  and  chapel- 
yard,  with  the  books,  ornaments,  and  utensils,  thereto  belonging;  and  the  glebe- 
house,  buildings,  and  lands  of  the  incumbents,  with  their  fences  and  boundaries, 
within  the  said  Beauts,  according  to  the  tenor  of  the  Articles  of  Inquiry  annexed  to 
this  Commission.  And  we  further  enjoin  you,  after  such  examination  made,  to 
leave,  in  writing,  under  your  seal  and  signature,  an  order  at  each  place,  specifying 
the  things  which  you  shall  judge  wanting  to  be  repaired,  amended,  or  done  there ; 
and,  at  the  end  of  the  said  order,  to  require  that  every  such  paper  be,  by  such  a 
limited  time  bs  you  shall  think  proper,  returned  to  you,  with  a  certificate  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  signed  by  the  minister  and  church-  or  chapel-wardens,  that  all  things 
are  repaired  and  done,  according  to  what  is  therein  directed.  And  we  also  autho- 
rize you,  at  your  annual  visitation,  and  at  any  other  time  when  you  may  see  occa- 
sion, to  inspect  the  charitable  foundations,  as  well  as  national  or  other  schools,  and 
parochial  libraries,  in  connexion  with  the  Established  Church,  within  your  Dcanrn, 
and  to  supply  us  with  such  information  respecting  their  actual  state  and  manage- 
ment, as  our  queries  may  demand,  or  your  judgment  suggest  And  we  likewise 
give  you  full  power  to  examine  the  licences  of  all  stipendiary  and  assistant  curates 
officiating  within  your  jurisdiction,  and  desire  that  you  will  give  immediate  notice  to 
us  of  any  who  shall  officiate  as  curates  without  being  duly  licensed.  And  we  also 
desire  you  to  call  the  clergy  of  your  oranrjj  together,  whenever  we  shall  appoint  yon 
so  to  do  ;  and  diligently  to  disperse  such  orders  as  shall  be  sent  to  you  for  that  pur- 
pose. And  furthermore,  we  require  you,  as  soon  as  the  avoidance  of  any  living 
within  your  district  shall  have  come  to  your  knowledge,  to  notify  the  same  to  us,  in 
order  that  due  inquiry  may  be  made  into  the  state  of  the  vacant  benefice,  and 
sequestration  issued  out  of  the  Ecclesiastical  Court  And  specially  we  enjoin  you 
to  report  unto  us  all  undue  disposal  of  church-property  in  the  hands  of  church- 
wardens; aad  to  require,  that  iu  every  pariah,  a  distinct  churchwardens' book  be 
kept  and  in  it  an  entry  made  of  all  the  moveable  church-property  entrusted  to  the 
care  of  those  officers.  And  lastly,  we  desire,  with  the  view  to  our  being  regularly 
supplied  with  the  information  required  upon  all  the  foregoing  matters,  that  you  will 
carefully  fill  up,  with  particular  and  distinct  answers,  under  the  name  of  each  pariah, 
the  several  queries  contained  in  your  Article*  of  Inquiry,  (with  which  we  will  cause 
you,  from  time  to  time,  to  be  supplied,)  subjoining  thereto  such  additional  observa- 
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tk>n*  as  yon  may  think  needful ;  and  that  yon  will  transmit  the  same,  under  your 
seal  and  signature,  to  us,  at  our  palace  at  Sarum,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of 
August  in  every  year ;  to  the  intent  that  we  may  take  such  measures  as  the  circum- 
stances of  the  several  returns,  and  toe  general  welfare  of  our  diocese,  may  require. 
In  doing  of  all  which  things  faithfully,  you,  the  said  rural  Dean,  will  very  much 
assist  us,  your  bishop,  in  the  discharge  of  the  great  duty  incumbent  upon  as.  In 
witness  whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal,  which  we  use  in  this  behalf,  to  be  to  these 
presents  affixed. 

Dated  under  our  hand,  in  our  palace  at  Sarum,  this  day  of 

in  the  year  of  our  Lord  18  and  of  our  Translation  the 


4.  AimcLBs  or  Inquiry  fob  the  Stung  of  ,  in  ihb  Archdeaconry 

of  ,  and  Diocese  op  Sarum.     A.D.  IS 

QUERIES. 

L —  1.  WHO  is  the  incumbent?  2.  Doth  he  serve  the  cure  himself?  3.  If  not, 
where  doth  he  reside  ?  4.  What  is  the  reason  of  his  non-residence  ?  5.  Has  he  a 
resident  licensed  curate  ? 

ii. — 1.  Doth  the  officiating  minister  reside  in  the  parsonage  or  vicarage  house  ? 
2.  If  not,  where,  and  at  what  distance,  doth  he  reside? 

in. — 1.  Is  the  floor  of  the  church  and  chancel  well  paved  ?  2.  Are  interments 
permitted,  to  the  detriment  of  the  floor,  or  the  foundation  of  the  walls  ? 

iv. — 1.  Are  the  windows  well  glazed?  2.  Are  there  casements  to  admit  the  air 
freely  through  the  church  and  chancel  ? 

v. — 1.  Are  the  roofs  well  covered?      2.  Are  they  properly  rendered  or  pointed 

vi. — 1.  Are  the  walls  firm,  and  in  good  repair  ?  2.  Are  they  well  plastered,  clean, 
and  white  within  ? 

vii. — 1.  Are  there  any  trees  or  ivy  growing  on  the  walls  or  steeple;  and  if  so,  on 
what  part? 

vm.  Is  the  whole  church  kept  clean,  and  in  decent  order,  without  dust,  cobwebs, 
or  any  thing  that  may  be  offensive  or  unseemly  ? 

is.  Are  the  Ten  Commandments  set  up  at  the  east  end  of  the  church  ? 
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i.  Is  there  a  decent  font  of  stone,  with  a  cover  to  it,  for  the  ■ 
baptism  ? 

xi. — 1.  Is  there  a  decent  com m onion-table,  properly  ruled  in,  with  a  carpet  of  silk 
or  stnff  ?     2.  Is  there  a  fair  linen  cloth  to  cover  it  at  the  times  of  ministration  ? 

xn. — 1.  Is  there  a  decent  chalice ;  and  of  what  metal  ?  8.  Is  there  a  decent  flagon  ; 
and  of  what  metal  ?      3.  Is  there  a  decent  paten ;  and  of  what  metal  ? 

xiii.  Is  there  a  convenient  reading-desk  and  pulpit,  decently  adorned  with  a  cloth 
and  cushion  ? 

xiv. — I.  Are  there  folio  Bibles,  fair  and  perfect?  2.  Are  there  Common-Prayer 
Books,  fair  and  perfect? 

xv. — 1.  Is  there  a  Book  of  Homilies  ?      2.  Is  there  a  table  of  degrees  ? 

xvi.  Is  there  a  decent  surplice  ? 

xvn. — I.  Are  there  register-books,  of  parchment,  or  of  good  and  durable  paper, 
for  entering  christenings,  marriages,  and  burials  ?  2.  Is  there  a  proper  book,  of 
substantial  paper,  for  the  registration  of  banns  of  marriage  ? 

xviii. — 1.  Is  there  a  well-painted  iron  chest,  with  lock  and  key,  for  the  safe 
keeping  of  the  register-  books  ?  2.  Is  there  a  chest  for  vestments  and  utensils 
belonging  to  the  church  ? 

xix.  Is  there  a  bier,  with  a  black-hearse  doth,  for  the  burial  of  the  dead  ? 

xx.  Are  the  seats  and  pews  floored  with  wood,  kept  clean,  and  in  good  order  ? 

xxi. — 1.  How  many  bells  are  there  ?      2.  Are  they  all  in  good  order  ? 

xxii. — 1.  Is  there  any  chapel  or  chapels  within  the  parish?  2.  Is  everything  in 
good  repair  and  order  there?  3.  Is  there  any  ruinated  chapel,  or  chapels?  4.  Have 
they  become  so  within  the  memory  of  man  ?     5.  To  what  may  their  decay  be  imputed  ? 

xxiii. — 1.  Is  the  churchyard  well  fenced,  clean,  and  decent?  2.  Is  it  kept  free 
from  fairs,  and  other  unholy  uses  ?  3.  Are  the  graves  dug  at  a  proper  distance 
from  the  foundation  of  the  church  7 

xxiv.  Is  there  a  vestry-room  attached  to  the  church? 

xxv. — 1.  Is  the  house  of  the  minister,  with  its  barns,  stables,  and  other  out-houses, 
in  good  and  sufficient  repair  ?  2.  In  particular,  is  the  parsonage  or  vicarage  bouse 
(over  and  above  necessary  repairs)  kept  in  such  decent  manner,  as  is  fit  for  the 
residence  of  the  incumbent? 

xxvi. — 1.  Are  there  bounty  lands  or  houses  belonging  to  the  benefice?  2.  Are 
they  occupied  by  the  incumbent,  or  let  ?     3.  Are  they  taken  good  care  of?  * 

xxvu. — 1.  Are  there  any  funds  (arising  from  what  source)  for  the  repairs  of  the 
church  ?     9.  Are  they  duly  and  properly  expended  ? 
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iiviii. — 1.  Is  there  o  Sunday-school ;  and  how  supported  ?  2,  What  is  the 
average  number  of  scholars  ?     3.  Is  it  in  union  with  the  National  Society  ? 

xxix. — 1.  Is  there  a  Day-school ;  and  how  supported  ?  2.  What  is  the  average 
number  of  scholars  ?     3.  Is  it  in  union  with  the  National  Society  ? 

xxx. — 1.  Is  there  a  parochial  library  ?  2.  Is  it  preserved  for  the  uses  to  which  it 
was  given  ? 

xxxl — 1.  Are  there  any  other  charitable  foundations;  and  of  what  description  ? 
2.  Are  they  well  administered  ?     3.  Who  are  the  trustees  aud  visitors  ? 

xxxn.  Is  there  a  distinct  churchwardens'  book  kept,  and  entry  made  in  it  of  all 
the  moveable  church-property  entrusted  to  the  care  of  those  officers  ? 

xxxm.  Are  there  any  other  matters  which  require  notice  ? 


FORM  FOR  THE  ANSWERS  TO  THE  QUERIES  IN  THE  ARTICLES  OF  INQUIRY. 


UTIKENCE 

Paruhof 

1 
Pariih  of    Pariih  of 

Parithof 

Pariih  of    Parish  of    Pariih  of 

1           1 

L— 1. 

a. 

3. 

4. 

«. 

1 

II.— I. 
2. 

i 

1 

III.— 1. 

S. 

1 

IV.— I. 

| 

v.— 1. 

2. 

| 

VI.— 1. 

a. 

\ 

| 

VII. 

1 

VIII. 

| 

IX. 

1 

1 

iciii.ec,,  Google 
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SECT.  XXVI.— Sioux  of  SHonmur. 

THE  diocese  of  Worcester  contains  all  Worcestershire  (excepting  twenty-one 
churches  of  the  tsrsRtji  of  Burford,  which  belong  to  the  see  of  Hereford),  about  a  third 
part  of  Warwickshire,  two  parishes  in  Staffordshire,  one  parish  in  Shropshire,  and  two 
chapelries  in  Gloucestershire '.  It  has  only  one  archdeaconry,  trilr.  of  Worcester ; 
within  which  are  nine  rural  Brandts — Worcester,  Blockley,  Droitwich,  Evesham, 
Kidderminster,  Powick,  Pershore,  Warwick,  and  Kineton.  Brans  rural  appear  to 
have  been  early  instituted  in  this  diocese.  The  Constitutions  of  Bishop  de  Bleys 
(ji.D.Hccxn.  and  A.D.  mccxiix.),  enter  rally  into  the  services  performed  by  them 
towards  the  clergy  of  their  brrsnatr*.  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  pp.  570-1,  and 
pp.  626—7).  And  those  of  Bishop  de  Cantilupe  {A.D.  mccxl.)  are  equally  confirma- 
tory of  the  important  station  of  these  officers  in  the  diocese,  and  of  the  trust  reposed 
in  them  by  the  diocesan.  (CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  pp.  671,  seqq.)  The  passages  have 
been  already  cited. 

The  Valor  Eccltriatticiu  Henrici  VIII.  notices  one  solitary  Bran  rural  in  the  diocese 
of  Worcester,  in  these  words — "  BdanaruS  de  Powycke  Ifnui  Job'es  Rycrofte  BwanuH 
W»r  ib'm."     Valor.  Eccki.  Vol.  in.  p.  237. 

Having  seen  in  the  public  journals  (Feb.  17.  mdcccxxxiv.),  that  "  the  bishop  of 
Worcester  bad,  with  his  accustomed  solicitude  for  the  welfare  and  good  regulation  of 
his  diocese,  determined  on  reviving  in  the  various  Dtanrfcft  within  his  jurisdiction  in 
Worcestershire  and  Warwickshire  the  ancient  office  of  rural  Bran,  which  had  been 
discontinued  in  the  diocese  for  nearly  a  century,"  I  applied  to  his  lordship  for  the 
forms  used  on  that  occasion ;  and  have  pleasure  in  laying  them  before  the  reader. 
Mr.  Clifton,  the  deputy  registrar,  has  communicated,  by  command  of  the  bishop,  a 
copy  of  the  instrument  of  appointment,  and  likewise  of  the  questions  propounded  by 
the  bnra  rural  to  the  clergy  of  each  beauts. 


(')  It  ii  proposed,  by  the  Chvreh  Commitiion  of  kdcccxxxv.,  thut  the  diocese  of  Wor- 
cester iball  eotuiit  of  the  whole  county  of  Warwick,  part  of  which  is  now  iu  the  diocese  of 
Lichfield  and  Coventry,  of  the  county  of  Worcester,  excepting  the  parishes  transferred  to 
the  diocese  of  Gloucester,  and  of  that  part  of  ths  OSBnrD  of  Csmpden  which  is  to  be  token 
from  ths  diocese  of  Gloucester. 
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I.  Appointment  of  fttttal  Bran  in  the  Diocese  of  Woitcn-rES,  by  Bishop  Cam, 
AD.  i 


ROBERT  JAMBS,  by  Divine  permission,  Bishop  of  Worcester,  To  onr  well-beloved 
brother  A.  B.,  clerk,  Master  of  Arts,  vicar  of  C,  in  the  count;  of  Warwick,  within 
our  diocese  of  Worcester,  greeting — 

We,  being  desirous  to  procure  more  frequent  parochial  visitations  through  the 
archdeaconry  of  Worcester,  within  our  diocese,  than  the  archdeacon  can  himself  make, 
and  confiding  in  your  diligence  and  prudence,  do,  by  these  presents,  constitute  and 
appoint  you,  the  said  A.  It.,  to  be  rural  heart  within  the  beanro  of  I).,  in  the  said 
archdeaconry;  requiring  your. fidelity,  care,  and  diligence,  in  observing,  inquiring 
into,  and  from  time  to  rime  making  a  report  to  us,  or,  in  onr  absence,  to  the  said 
archdeacon,  of  all  matters  within  the  parishes  mentioned  in  the  Schedule  hereunto 
annexed ;  and  which  are  assigned  to  your  care,  or  any  of  them  concerning  which  it 
may  be  expedient  that  we  should  have  information.  And  we  particularly  desire  and 
require  you,  at  least  once  in  every  year,  personally  to  visit  and  examine  every  church 
and  chapel,  and  house  of  the  minister,  and  the  buildings  and  lands  thereto  belonging, 
within  the  same  parishes.  And  we  desire  that,  immediately  after  such  examination, 
yon  make  a  special  report  to  us,  in  every  case  where  there  shall  be  no  house  of 
residence,  or  one  wholly  unfit,  or  where  some  additions  may  render  it  not  unfit  for 
the  residence  of  a  clergyman ;  but  in  all  cases  where  repairs  only  are  wanting  for  a 
decent  abode,  that  you  deliver,  in  writing  under  your  hand,  to  the  minister  and  church- 
wardens in  each  parish,  an  order  specifying  the  things  which  you  shall  judge  necessary 
to  he  repaired,  amended,  corrected,  or  done;  and  that  you  will,  in  such  order,  require 
that  the  same  order  be,  by  such  a  limited  time  as  yon  shall  think  proper,  returned  to 
you,  with  a  certificate  subjoined  thereto,  signed  by  the  minister  or  churchwardens, 
specifying  what  has  been  done  pursuant  to  such  order.  And  we  further  desire  that 
the  order  and  certificate,  when  returned  to  yon,  together  with  any  observations  you 
may  think  proper  to  make,  may  be  forthwith  transmitted  to  the  said  archdeacon.  By 
faithfully  discharging  the  duties  imposed  on  yon  by  these  presents,  you  the  said  ratal 
DMA  will  gTeatly  assist  us  your  bishop,  and  also  the  said  archdeacon.  In  witness 
whereof,  we  have  caused  our  seal,  which  we  use  in  this  behalf,  to  be  affixed  to  these 
presents,  this  twenty-third  day  of  May,  in  the  year  of  onr  Lord  One  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  thirty-four,  and  in  the  third  year  of  onr  Translation. 
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[Part  II. 


i.  The  Church. 
What  it  it*  present  date,  with  reipect  to 

1.  The  walls? 

2.  The  roof? 

3.  The  tower  or  steeple  ? 

4.  The  pavement? 

5.  The  doors? 

6.  The  windows?  How  many  casements 

are  there,  to  adroit  air? 

7.  The  desk  and  pulpit  ? 

8.  The  font? 

9.  The  pews? 

10.  The  bells?  How  many  are  mere? 

11.  Is  the  water  properly  carried  away 

from  the  roof? 

12.  Does  earth  lie  against  the  outward 

walls,  above  the  level  of  the  inner 
pavement  ? 

13.  Is  there  a  vestry-room? 

14.  Is  there  any  special  fund  for  the  repair 

of  the  church? 

ii.  The  Chancel. 
What  u  U*  praeni  slate,  with  respect  to 
1.  The  walls? 
8.  The  roof? 

3.  The  pavement  ? 

4.  The  windows  ? 

5.  The  doors? 

6.  The  communion-table  and  rails? 


hi.  Aktici.es  necessary  roa  Divine 
Service. 

I*  there  provided, 
1.  A  proper  Bible  and  Prayer-book  for 
the  reading-desk,  and  a  Prayer-book 
for  the  clerk  ? 
8.  A  decent  surplice  ? 

3.  A  cloth  and  cushion  for  the  pulpit  P 

4.  A  cloth  or  carpet  for  the  communion- 

table, &c. ;  and  a  linen  doth,  for  the 
tidministration  of  the  Holy  Sacra- 

5.  Plate  for  the  communion-table ;  and 

of  what  does  it  consist  ? 

rv.  The  Churchyard. 

1.  Is  it  sufficient  for  the  present  popu- 

lation? 

2.  Is  the  wall  or  fence  in  proper  repair  ? 

3.  Are   pigs   or   cattle  ever    admitted 

therein? 

4.  Is  it  ever  profaned  on  the  Lord  Way, 

by  being  made  a  play-ground? 

v.  The  Glebe  House. 

If  the  Incumbent  dot*  not  reside  in  the 
Acute, 

1.  Is  it  in  terminable  repair  ? 

2.  In  what  state  are  the  offices  and  out- 

houses? 
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QUESTION! 
vi.  School,  or  other  Charitable 
Foundation. 
1.  Ib  there  a  school  connected  with  the 

church? 
S.  Iftbere  is,  how  many  children  areuow 
on  the  books? 

3.  What  is  its  present  state  of  efficiency  ? 

4.  Is  there  any  endowment  ?    of  what 

does  it  consist?  and  how  is  it  applied? 

5.  Is  there  any  hospital  in  the  parish  for 

the  relief  of  the  sick  and  poor?  how 
is  it  endowed?  and  in  what  manner 
are  the  funds  employed? 


1.  How  many  acres  are  there  in  the 

parish? 

2.  What  is  the  assessed  rental;  and  on 

what  rent  is  it  taken  ? 

3.  What  was  the  poor's  rate  for  last  year? 

Have  all  the  orders  left  by  the  Chancellor, 
at  his  late  personal  visitation,  been 
duly  executed  ? 

(Signed) 


SECT.  XXVII.— Mwttt  tit  &0&M  ant)  JHan. 

AS  the  whole  Island  of  Man,  constituting  the  episcopal  diocese  of  Sodor  and  Man, 
contains  only  seventeen  parishes  or  kirks,  and  the  bishop  is  resident  within  his  juris- 
diction (m  the  administration  of  which  he  is  aided  by  an  archdeacon  and  two  vicars- 
general),  there  can  be  little  call  for  Dcsnfi  rural.  Whether  they  exist  or  not,  I  am 
ignorant,  having  received  no  reply  from  Bishop  Ward.  But  there  is  evidence,  in 
Archdeacon  Wilkins's  CC.M.  B.  et  H.  (Vol.  in.  p.  10.),  of  their  existence  during  the 
episcopate  of  William  Russel  (A.D.  hcccl).  The  Ceruttilutianeg  Synodal?*  Sadoretues 
notice  the  institution,  in  the  chapter  De  aeputturd;  and  it  is  probably  again  adverted 
to  in  that  De  adificio  in-  tdo  ecclesim.     (p.  11.) 
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PART   III. 

SbtottS   Boinmrnts. 

THE  only  notices  I  find  of  Deans  ratal  in  Scotland  are  confined  to  the  thirteenth 
and  sixteenth  centuries.  They  are  mentioned  in  the  Provincial  CwnciU  held  at 
Edinburgh  in  the  years  mccxxv.,  mdhlii.,  and  mdlix. — in  the  first  of  which,  they 
are  acknowledged  as  confetsors  of  the  priesthood;  in  the  latter  two,  as  vititor*  of  the 
churches  and  clergy  of  their  orantfef.  See  Wilkins's  CO.  M.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  i.  p.  609  ; 
and  Vol.  iv,  pp.  48,  49,  70,  71,  72.  The  passages  have  been  already  quoted,  under 
Penitentiary,  and  Vintational  Duties  of  Sranfl  Sural.  I  do  not  remember  any 
mention  of  grand  rural  in  Spotiswood's  History  of  the  Church  of  Scotland. 


PART  IV. 

Srfsft  Socumtnts. 

THE  meagreness  of  the  information  which  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  relative  to 
the  office  of  bran  rural  in  Ireland,  renders  it  unnecessary,  if  not  impracticable,  for 
me  to  pursue  the  plan  adopted  in  respect  of  England — that  of  distributing  what 
I  have  to  say  under  distinct  heads,  or  dioceses.  Of  a  large  majority  of  the  sees 
I  have  nothing  at  all  to  communicate. 

The  office  does  not  appear  to  have  been,  at  any  time,  very  general  in  the  sister 
isle ;  though  cbortptSCOf U  or  aUUflt  bf  Shoes,  according  to  Wakefield,  once  abounded. 
All  the  rural  orsntut*  of  the  dioceses  of  Meath '  and  Dublin  were  null  *M*  till  the 


(>)  The  constitution  of  the  diocese  of  Meath,  according  to  Ware,  it  tinguUr ;  "having 
no  titan,  nor  chapter,  cathedra],  or  o>conomy.  Under  the  biihop,  the  srehdeaeoa  is  the  head 
officer  of  it,  to  whom,  and  to  the  clergy  in  general,  the  conge  de  eilitr  iitued  ;  while  bishops 
were  elective.     The  affair*  of  the  diocese  are  transacted  by  a  synod,  in  the  natare  of  a 
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visit  of  Cardinal  Paparo,  in  the  year  mclii.1;  when  3rrbprr«hDttrS  ratal  supplanted 
wral  bishop*.  See  ft.  S.  3%.  Port  u.  Sec*,  i.  pp.  51-2 ;  and  note  (1),  of  the  lntter 
page. 

The  Constfftittons  below  cited,  from  the  first  volume  of  WUknurs  CC.  M.  B.  et  H., 
are  interesting,  u  shewing  die  actual  transmutation  of  the  one  office  into  the  other. 
I  have  met  with  very  few  other  notices  of  dan*  rural  in  Ireland ; — what  few  my 
note-book  aJrords,  are  appended.  They  are  confined  to  the  dioceses  of  Dublin, 
Deny,  Kilmore,  and  Meath,  of  past  times ;  and  to  those  of  Armagh,  Cashel,  Ossory, 
Cloyne.  Limerick,  and  Clonfert,  of  modem  days.  The  ancient  notices  are  extracted 
from  Wilkins's  Concilia,  and  other  authentic  sources.  For  the  modem  I  am  indebted, 
principally,  to  the  writings  of  two  eminent  modem  prelates — the  late  exemplary 
Bishop  O'Beirne,  and  the  late  learned  and  eloquent  Bishop  Jebb :  the  latter  of 
whom,  had  it  pleased  God  to  spare  his  valuable  life  a  short  time  longer,  would  pro- 
bably have  enriched  this  part  of  my  fleptttbix  with  much  valuable  documentary 
matter.     But,  Deo  ali&r  nium  est  t — he  hath  begun  "  the  travel  of  eternity  1 " 

I  will  first  lay  before  my  readers  the  twelve  Constitutions  of  Simon  de  Rochfbrt, 
bishop  of  Meath  {A.D.  mccxvi.)— the  earnest  Irish  council  bearing  on  art-bio  ttflrjg- 
ttral  government,  now  extant.  The  distribution  of  dioceses  into  otanrlt*  only  took 
place  in  the  preceding  century,  at  the  time  of  the  legate  Paparo  visiting  Ireland 
(.A.D.  mclii.)  See  Tractatus  de  Fitifationibiu  Episcopalians  per  R.  P.  Anthoninm 
episcopom  Midensem,  cap.  v.  p.  9.  and  WilkWn  CC.  M.  B.  et  H.  VoL  i.  pp.  547,  aeqq. 

Constitution**  facta  in  eccksid  cathedrali  SS.  Petri  et  Pavli  nova   villa  jurla 


chapter,  who  have  a  common  not),  which  ii  annually  lodged  in  the  hand*  of  one  of  the  body, 
by  the  appointment  and  vote  of  the  majority." 

This  bUhoprick  ii  divided  into  twelve  rural  Dtanrits ;  vis.  Duleek,  Ratoath,  Serine,  Trim, 
Kelts,  Slsne,  Clonard,  MuUingar,  Ball  ymore- Loughs  mi  dy,  Ardnurcher,  Fours,  and  Bally- 
longhgort,  alias  Clonmacnols.  Though,  I  believe,  the  last  of  these  UtantitS  belong!  to  the 
toe  of  Clonmacnoii,  which  la  united  to  Meath.     See  Harris'i  Ware,  Vol.  I.  pp.  138—9. 

(  ')  Dublin  was  united  to  Glendalach  A.D.  hccxiv.,  according  to  Ware,  and  both  were 
divided  into  ton  otanrUsi  vis.  i.  Bicanattis  Cbrlsttanitatls  Dublin,  ii.  Tachny.  m.  Swords. 
it.  BaUymore.  v.  Bree.  vi.  Wickiuglo.  vn.  Aiklo.  vm.  Tristladermot.  it.  Athy ;  and 
x.  De  Saliu  Salmonit,  or  Salmon  Leap.  But  at  present  there  are  twelve  otanrin,  the  names 
of  which  itand  thm,  In  the  consistorlel  regi»try  of  thii  diocase  j  vis.  x.  Btautanu  Ctiristianl- 
latle  Dubliu.  n.  De  Swords,  m.  De  Luske.  iv.  Dp  Finglaaie.  v.  De  Novo  Castro,  vi.  Do 
Tawny,  vir.  De  Saltu  Salmonii,  alias  Leixlip.  vm.  De  Brey.  rx.  De  Wicklow.  x.  De 
Arklow.  xi.  De  Ballymore.  xii.  De  Omurthy  t  which  last  denomination  Inolndes  (he  two 
ancient  lManrisS  of  TrittledermoC  and  Athy.     See  Harris's  Ware,  Vol.  i.  p.  999. 
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AfArumiam,  per  Simtmem,  Dei  gratid  epUcopum  Midentem,  at  ij/nodo  ibidem  tantd, 
anno  mccxvi.     Es  §A%.  penes  Job.  Episc.  KJogherensom. 

Cum  dominus  Johannes  Paparo,  presbyter  cardinalis  tituli  S.  Laurentii  in  Damaao, 
Bummi  pontificis  et  domini  nostri  Eugenii  III.  legatus  in  Hibernia,  in  synodo  geue- 
rali  tantft  spud  Kenans*  in  Midift,  anno  gratia  holii.  inter  alias  salubres  constitu- 
cooes,  tunc  et  ibidem  fnctas,  ordinaverit,  nt  decedentibus  ehottptVOpff,  et  euHorum 
sedium  epiacopis  in  Hibernia,  In  eorum  locum  etigerentnr  et  succederent  srchtntrjt- 
bgteri  a>  diiecesanis  oonstitneudi,  qui  cleri  et  plains  solicitudiuem  gerant  infra  suos 
limites,  et  nt  eorum  aedes  in  toddern  capita  bttmaruun  ruraUum  erigerentnr ;  ideirco 
noa  episcopus  antedicttu  ejus  ordinationi  morem  gerentes,  atatuimna  et  ordinamns, 
prout  sequitur : — 

r.  Imprimis,  nt  in  ecclesiis  Athrumenai,  Kenanuuensi,  Slanensi,  Skrynenai,  Don- 
naclsacheling,  olim  tedibus  epbcopafibui  in  Midia,  nunc  vera  c&pidbus  nualfum 
Oetanatuum,  artbipwpBjitrri  de  futuro  instituendi,  non  solum  perpetuam  et  peraonaleni 
residentiam  fiieiaiit  in  iiadem  eccleraia,  verilm  etiam  cleri  et  popnli  infra  limites 
eornm  btcanatmim  aolicitudinem  gerant. 

11.  Ut  nnllns  in  arcfrtpatQgttrum  ordinetar,  nisi  qui  presbyter  sit,  sub  po>n£ 
amotionis  a  eno  officio. 

in.  Item,  quod  vacante  per  mortem,  ant  alio  quovis  modo  attbtprtilbgtnatMS 
officio,  eligendus  est  per  nos,  ant  successores  nostroe  successor,  quia  jurisdictioncm 
suam  a.  nobis  haunt 

lv.  Item,  ut  BtcbiprcsbQttti  quotatmta,  et  wepiiis,  ta  opus  fuerit,  personaliter  visi- 
tcnt  atatnm  et  tonditionem  omnium  ecclesisrum  infra  suos  otnmatuS;  et  ai  qua 
ecclesia  reparatione  indigeat,  hortentur  gregem  dominicum  ad  carum  reparationem, 
actaque  visitationis  ad  nos  in  proximo1  synodo  transmitti  curent.  Videant  etiam  an 
domus  pastorum  et  capellanorum  sint  sartaj  tectse;  corruptelaa  morum  in  populo 
reformare  studeant,  et  ai  quas  abstergere  nequeant,  ad  ayuodum  dkecesanam  refe- 
rant  ut  de  iis  emendaadis  cum  conailio  cleri  deliberari  possit 

v.  Item,  ut  procurent  fidele  transcriptum  ad  nos  in  synodo  transmitti  de  statu  et 
conditione  librorum,  vasorum,  vestimentorum,  et  aliorum  ornamentorum  et  supellec- 
t ilium  in  ecclesus  infra  suos  btcanatud,  ut  de  iis  reficiendis,  quoties  expedit,  atatuamua. 

vi.  Curent  insuper  prenitentias  canonicas  k  nobis  vel  officialibns  nostris  impositas 
delinquentibus  debite,  et  eft,  quS  decet  aolennitate,  peragi,  et  perimpleri  in  ecclesiis 
infra  suos  limites,  quibus  ipsa  cum  presbyteris  parachialibus  intersint,  tanquam  testes, 
ut  qufi  humilitate  et  dcvotione  penitential  laboribus  defunct!  sunt,  teatiticare  posanL 

vii.  Item,  ut  in  admisaione  ad  officium,  juramentum  pnestent  de  fideli  executione 
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mi  officii.  Item  de  inquirendb  et  pnesentando  nobis  et  officinlibus  nostria  nomina 
et  cognomina  omnium  et  singulorum  intra  suoa  bcranatuS,  qui  publlce  et  notorie 
deferaati  ant  vehementir  sospecti  sunt  de  aliquo  crimine  ant  infamia,  per  auctoritatem 
nostram  puniend.  et  corrigend. 

tiii.  Rem,  nt  capituia  nttklta  diligenter  couvocari  faciant  per  se,  ant  per  suos 
nuncios,  in  prascipuia  loeis  oetanatutint,  de  tribus  septimania  in  trea  tenenda,  et  ali- 
quando  extraordinary  ad  rolnntatem  nostram,  sti  nobis  visum  fuerit  afiqaid  in  istis 
conventibua  cum  clem  commuuicare. 

ix.  la  hisce  (spiralis  ipsi  pnesint  et  moderentnr  tractatua  cleri  de  commimibns 
negotiia  brtaiurtuum ;  in  iiadem  etiam  faciant  inquisitionea  fieri  de  beneficiis  vacan- 
tibua,  et  de  intruais  ri  laica  in  beueficia.  Curent  inanper  transcriptum  fieri  statu- 
torum  prorincialium  et  dicecesauorum,  eaque  in  singulis  tapitttUs  post  proximas 
synodoa  recitari  faciant  et  exponi  clero  mfra  suos  limites,  ne  quia  peccet  in  eadem 
per  aliquem  pnetextnm  ignorantia? ;  admoneant  etiam  curatorea  ammaram,  ut  populo 
infra  anas  parocbias  publican  faciant,  et  exponi  eas  cuuHtitutioues,  qua?  ad  plebem 
apectant  et  pertinent.  . 

x.  Prohibemus  artbiprtSOBtertjS  probationem  testamentorum,  tractationem  caosaram 
matrimonialium,  oauaaa  simonie,  et  omaes  cauaaa  criminales,  quaa  depnvaiiouem 
cleri,  et  amisaionem  beiieflciorum  exigunt. 

xi.  PraHerea  BrtanisS  turallbuS  distrietius  inhibemus,  ne  in  suos  subjeetoa  ex- 
acdonea  vel  tallias  per  se  vel  per  buos  exercere  prawumant 

xii.  Quodu  in  pnemiaas  negligentes  ant  remissi  aut  inobedientes  fuerint,  et  de  hoc 
constare  potent  per  testes  fide  dignoa,  a.  nobis  aut  succeasoribus  nostria  ab  officio  sua 
suspendantur,  donee  mores  emendaverint. 

A  Dublin  synod  (supposed,  by  Wilkins,  to  have  been  held  A.D.  mccxvii.)  records 
the  inspectJonary  duties  of  Ktan*  mtal  in  more  than  one  institute  (CC.  M.  B  el  II. 
VoL  i.  p.  548).  The  passages  have  been  already  quoted.  The  office  is  again  brought 
under  notice  in  the  Synodal  Corultiution*  of  the  See  of  Ossory '  by  Bishop  Richard 
Ledred  (A.D.  mcccxx).  See  can.  xiv.  De  Sanctd  Synodo,  et  Ucturd  ttatulorum,  and 
others.     CC.  M.  B.et  H.  VoL  u.  p.  504. 

The  provincial  synod  of  Dublin,  under  Archbishop  Alexander  de  Bricltnor,  notices 
otaiw  rural  in  the  following  canon  (A.D.  hccgxlviii.) — "  xxi.  De  elec&me  beranovum. 


( ')  Omott  i>  divided,  mucording  to  Ware,  Into  eight  rural  fttanrica ;  viz.  Siller,  Clarajjh, 
Aghoura,  Odoh,  Kella,  Ohercoo,  and  Irerk,  alia*  Orerk.     See  Harria'a  Ware,  Vol.  I.  p.  3U?. 
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Item  ordmamut,  et  pratoniit  concilU  auclor'tfaU  ilatuiiiuu,  quod  Mi,  qui  btcntM 
turalrt  eUguni,  pro  hujutmodi  Decani*  ruralibuB,  ri  in  offido  malevertati  fuerimt,  tat 
tie  perquititi*  et  rynodaUbu*  loci  t&ox.  minimi  taitsftcerint,  pro  Ulit  retpondeant  et 
tatisfariant  competenier,  et  ti  per  minittrum  fuerit  iaitiatu*  (si  mulatto),  quod  ipte 
respondeat  pro  auumpto."     (CC.  1/1.  B.  et  H.  Vol.  1L  p.  750.) 

In  the  see  of  Derry  ',  bean*  rural  existed  in  the  year  iiocccxxi. — the  appointment 
to  the  office  being  in  the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  and,  daring  vacancy,  in  the  archbishop ; 
who  exercised  the  right  of  election,  at  that  time,  in  the  instance  of  Donat-O-Kemlau. 
See  Harris's  fFare't  Workt,  Vol.  i.  p.  290.  and  Kotat  Bttanttac  Kuril**,  Part  in. 
Sect.  i. 

la  the  year  mdcxxxyiii.  Bishop  Bedell "  revived  the  ancient  custom  of  rural  Otans," 
Bishop  Burnet  tells  us  (Life  of  Bedell,  p.  62),  in  the  diocese  of  Kilmore'.  See 
Karat  Btcanttae  Kuialtjs,  Part  vi.  Sect.  n.  p.  148. 

In  the  diocese  of  Meath,  the  office  existed  in  the  year  mdcxcvi.,  as  I  infer  from  the 
Travtatut  of  Bishop  Dopping,  De  vUitaUonibut  epitcopalibiu,  in  which  Otans  rural 
are  frequently  mentioned. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  century,  the  office  re-appears  in  the  diocese  of  Ossory.  Hie 
following  notice  of  it  is  extracted  from  the  Firtt  Charge  of  Bishop  O'Beime  to  the 
clergy  of  that  diocese  (A.D.  mdccxcv.) — "I  take  this  opportunity,"  says  the  bishop, 
"  to  return  my  warmest  thanks  to  those  gentlemen,  my  most  respectable  brethren,  who 
have  so  cheerfully  and  zealously  undertaken  the  very  laborious  task  I  have  imposed 
on  them  in  the  restoration  of  the  ancient  office  of  rural  tttsn,  and  who  are  engaged 
in  rendering  me  such  essential  services  towards  the  discharge  of  my  duty.  Their 
labours,  I  trust,  will  not  be  in  vain.  In  the  information  they  have  conveyed  to  me, 
I  find  much  to  rejoice  at,  much  to  lament:  from  henceforth,  the  object  of  my  life, 
while  Qod  gives  me  health,  shall  be  to  endeavour  to  strengthen  and  extend  the  one, 
and  to  remedy  and  correct  the  other." 

A  subjoined  foot-note  by  the  bishop  gives  us  the  following  additional  information. 
"  Bural  Otsnn  were  of  very  ancient  institution :  their  office  was  to  inquire  and  search 

( ' )  There  is  no  account  of  the  rural  Btaarlr*  of  the  Diocese  of  Darry  in  Ware,  but  it  was 
evidently  no  divided. 

(*)  Kilmore,  Ware  tells  us,  "has  neither  cathedral,  chapter,  canons,  or  prebendary*. 
A  imsll  church  at  Kilmore,  contiguous  to  the  episcopal  house,  is  a  parish-church,  but  serves 
for  a  cathedral.  The  archdeaconry  ii  ambulatory,  and  hath  no  corps  |  but  the  bishop 
annexath  that  dignity  to  any  parish,  at  his  discretion.  Ardagh  U  united  to  it."  S*t  Har- 
ris's Ware,  Vol.  i.  p.  226.— There  is  no  account  of  the  ratal  otantfis  of  the  diocese. 
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into  the  lives  iind  conversations,  as  well  of  the  clergy,  as  of  the  laity,  who  were  within 
their  bf  antic*,  and  to  see  that  the  clergy  duly  served  their  cures  and  performed  their 
duties  according  to  the  constitution  of  die  church ;  and  if  they  found  any  of  the  clergy 
negligent  of  their  duty,  or  any  of  the  laity  blame-worthy,  they  were,  by  their  office, 
to  rebuke  and  admonish  them:  and  if  admonition  to  the  clergy,  and  rebuke  to  the 
laity,  would  not  make  the  one  supply  their  cores  and  perform  their  duties,  nor  the 
other  amend  their  lives,  they  were  to  inform  the  bishop,  and  the  bishop  was  to  proceed 
against  them  according  to  law.  But  the  institution  has  been  long  laid  aside,  and  in 
this  diocese  (Ossory)  is  only  known  by  the  names  of  the  several  ocanritl  being  still 
retained  on  the  visitation-book  s. 

"  It  fell  into  the  same  disuse  in  England  as  here ;  but  as  the  power  and  jurisdiction 
of  the  archdeacons  is  there  in  full  force  and  actual  exercise,  the  deficiency  has  been 
the  leas  felt,  and  the  discipline  of  the  church,  as  far  as  it  was  committed  to  snch  insti- 
tutions, suffered  the  less  materially. 

"  Yet,  even  in  England,  we  find  many  pious  bishops  expressing  their  regret  at  the 
disuse  of  this  office ;  and  some  of  them  succeeded  in  having  it  re-established,  under  new 
regulations.  Archbishop  Seeker  observes,  that  the  institution  took  place  in  England 
before  the  Conquest ;  that  it  was  kept  up  till  the  Great  Rebellion ;  and  was  afterwards 
restored  in  several  dioceses,  and  preserved  till  his  days. 

"  The  Convocation,  at  one  time,  made  some  progress  towards  its  general  re-esta- 
blishment ;  but  nothing  was  completed ;  and  it  has  since  been  left  to  the  zeal  and 
discretion  of  the  several  bishops,  how  far  they  may  think  it  expedient  to  revive,  and 
bow  to  regulate  it. 

"  As  the  jurisdiction  and  power  of  the  archdeacon's  court  have  Mien  into  disuse 
in  this  kingdom,  this  office  might  be  of  essential  service  to  our  discipline.  The 
present  archbishop  of  Cashel ',  to  whom  the  church  of  Ireland  is  as  much  indebted  as 
to  any  prelate  of  modern  days,  has  got  it  revived  throughout  his  whole  province, 
under  new  regulations,  perfectly  calculated  to  answer  its  best  purposes. 

"  The  Lord  Primate,  on  his  appointment  to  the  see  of  Armagh,  not  only  revived 
the  institution  in  his  own  diocese,  but  strongly  recommends  it  to  bis  suffragans." 
{Sermon*  and  Charges.Voli.  pp. 229— 30.)  At  the  present  time  (Oct  mdcccxxxiv.) 
it  exists,  and  is  most  efficient,  in  the  diocese  of  Armagh,  under  Archbishop  Lord 
J.O.I 


(')Cathel  diocese  is  divided  into  five  rural  Bwuuitt  t  via.  Muscry,  Fentherd,  Owthny,  Ely, 
aad  Slewardmgha.     Emly,  now  united  to  Cashel,  contained  the  ancient  Btaniits  of  Any/ 
Grien,  Tipperary,  and  Natnerlow,  (.«.  Allow.      See  Harris'*  Ware,  Vol.  i.  pp.463 — 180. 
VOL.  II.  K  K 
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Tfae  bishop  of  Cloyne  '  (Berkeley)  attempted  the  revival  of  the  office  in  his  diocese 
in  (he  last  century.      (Hunter's  DoncatUr,  p.  i.) 

"  there  is  another  class  of  dignitaries,  so  called,"  says  the  eloquent  bishop  of 
Limerick  *,  in  his  Speech  in  the  House  of  Lords  on  the  Church  in  Ireland, "  respecting 
whom  a  word  must  be  said :  I  mean,  the  rural  Deans.  Of  this  body  we  have  beard 
much.  They  have  been  repeatedly  brought  forward,  as  contributing  to  swell  the 
pomp  and  dignity  of  the  episcopal  retinue,  as  drawing  large  revenues  from  the 
oppressed  population,  as  constituting  one  great  division  of  the  enormous  staff*  of  the 
church. 

"  Now,  what  in  reality  are  these  portentous  rural  titan*  ?  My  lords,  they  are  simply 
six  or  eight  of  the  parochial  clergy  in  each  diocese,  selected  on  account  of  their  good 
character,  or  appointed  in  rotation,  to  discharge  the  laborious,  invidious,  and  unpaid 
duty,  of  visiting  and  reporting  upon  every  parish  in  their  respective  districts.  Every* 
year,  previously  to  the  bishop's  visitation,  and  at  as  many  other  times  as  die  bishop 
may  require,  they  inspect  the  glebes  and  glebe-houses,  the  churchyards  and  churches, 
the  vestments,  the  books,  the  communion  plate  and  linen,  and  all  things  requisite  for 
the  decent  celebration  of  Divine  service.  On  all  these  particulars  they  make  a  special 
report ;  as,  also,  on  the  condition  and  regularity  of  parish  registers ;  on  the  residence 
and  attendance  at  chnrch  of  the  officiating  clergy ;  on  the  number  of  communicants, 
whether  monthly  or  at  the  great  festivals ;  on  the  time  set  apart  for  the  catechetical 
examination  of  young  persons ;  and  the  numbers  actually  catechized  in  the  church. 

"  Such,  my  lords,  are  our  Irish  rural  ceanfl,  and  such  the  duties  which  they  perform. 
And  it  appears,  that  these  idle  and  useless  staff-officers,  in  addition  to  their  ordinary 
duties,  undertake  this  charge — which  implies  much  labour,  much  travelling,  sometimes 
no  trivial  expence — without  any  other  recompence  whatever,  than  the  consciousness 
of  being  usefully  employed."     Practical  Theology,  Vol.  It  p.  368-9. 

The  British  Magazine  (April  mdcccxxxiv.,  p.  497.)  reports,  that  "  the  bishop  of 
Clonfert  has  appointed  rural  Oeana  in  the  diocese  of  Clonfert  and  Kitmacduagb," 


(')  Cloyne  was  formerly  divided  into  fire  nrtal  sttntrifS ;  vis.  Iruokilly,  Oleathan,  Fermoy, 
If  uscrydonegan,  and  Muscry-Illine.  But  now  there  are  but  four ;  vii.  Castlelyons,  Cutis, 
town,  Bothoc,  and  Muikery.     See  Harris's  Ware,  Vol.  i.  p.  573. 

(»)  Limerick  is  divided  into  five  rural  Staarit*;  vis.  Kilmallock,  Adare,  Garth,  aiiat  B»l- 
lingarry,  Ardag h,  and  Rathkele.  Ardferl  has  been  annexed  to  Limerick  since  nDci.xin..', 
and  I  find  no  account  of  It*  Veanriu  before  or  since  its  union.     See  Harris's  Ware,  Vol.  I. 


pp. 
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Ware  notices  the  division  of  the  following  dioceses  into  ratal  Dtancits,  viz.  Cork 
and  Rnaa  (Vol.  i.  pp.  553 — 583) ;  Elphin  (p.  627) ;  Waterford  and  Lismore  (p.  547) ; 
Ferns  and  Leighlin  (pp.  435 — 153).  Raphoe  is  stated  not  to  be  divided  into  ratal 
otantlta  (p.  270).  Of  Kildare,  Clogher,  Deny,  Down,  Connor,  and  Dromore,  I 
find  no  account  whether  they  be  ao  divided  or  not 
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